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SOUND

BYTES
on the sound recording studio

Those of us who make our living with music know just 
how important it is in today’s digital world to be able 
to put your creative talents to work with the latest 
technology. What a great opportunity for the students!

–  Kenny Maines, Maines Brothers Band, singer/songwriter, beloved West 
Texas performer

13
When I got a high draft number in 1969, I left Texas Tech 
to become a full-time musician. I’ve never looked back, 
but if they’d had this kind of hands-on learning back 
then, I’d have stayed longer! 

– Bob Livingston, songwriter, musician

There are all kinds of recording do-it-yourselfers in today’s 
world of computers. Students can actually create passable 
recordings with very limited technology – I even record 
music out of my home offi ce. But a professional recording 
studio would allow individuals to take it to the next level – 

conceivably more than just a demo – the level of a completely professional, 
top-quality recording. The possibility of having access to a big board, 
available to any student, with the opportunity to work on a professional 
level that meets industry standards for engineering, recording and creative 
ends…well, that’s a great thing and I hope people get behind it. 

– Bruce Clarke, Sha Na Na’s original bass guitarist, Woodstock performer and current TTU professor of 
Literature and Science (pictured above at far right, 1972).
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 Shoestring. Can be used to create sound and even music but more often than 
not a term combined with “budget.” The cold-hard reality is, most college students 
would be proud to say they have a shoestring budget because they’re doing good 
to survive on Ramen noodles, much less having two pennies to rub together.
 Yes, for any music, voice, performance or communications major with class 
projects requiring a recording of a performance or speech, a shoestring budget 
would actually be nice to tap in to. But they’re down to those two pennies – as a 
matter of fact, they fl op across campus, click-clacking to class in shoes without 
shoestrings. And those two cents in their pockets don’t begin to come close to the 
average $63 per hour rate for local recording studios.
 Wouldn’t it be nice if students had access to a state-of-the-art, free sound 
recording studio? One where any major, regardless of classifi cation, could access 

it any time throughout the day until 2 a.m. – when they’re creative juices are most 
amped by the deadline they’re pushing – no special back-stage pass required.
  The Texas Tech University Libraries are staying in tune with thousands 
of students by creating a professional and highly demanded recording studio. 
With state-of-the-art technology and equipment, students will have the 

opportunity to create professional demos for class projects and interviews. Texas 
Tech students who dream of careers in music, communications, performance and 
production will be able to enter the industry prepared and a step ahead of the rest 
because of the technologically advanced environment and hands-on experience 

available in this new facility.
  For more information on giving opportunities and becoming a part of this 
important project, please call Traci Havins, development offi cer, at 806.742.4388.

Where is that droning sound 

coming from? The closet 

walls are glued with egg crate 

foam. My roommates were 

quiet. I recorded in the dark. 

What is it? *^#@...if only I 

could record my project in a 

professional recording studio. 

– Frustrated Red Raider, 

Communications major
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Compose the future for Texas Tech students by making your gift online to the Texas 
Tech University Libraries’ Recording Studio at library.ttu.edu/donate or mail your gift 
to Texas Tech Foundation Inc. | PO Box 45025 | Suite 406A | Lubbock, TX 79409-5025 
and designate “library recording studio.”

by Kaley Daniel



  We have enjoyed supporting the Texas Tech 
Libraries because we have experienced, through 
our daughter, the benefi ts the Libraries provide 
to so  many students.
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Canto Ergo SumPHILANTHROPY

 Settling into one of the many well-worn chairs 
at a local coffee joint, I anxiously await the arrival of 
Professor Emeritus William (Bill) Hartwell. A Texas 
Tech vocal icon, Hartwell’s multi-annual performances 
of “O’ Holy Night,” for the long standing tradition 
of the Carol of Lights, have brought goose bumps to 
countless awe-inspired students, alumni and others 
fortunate enough to be in audience.  This afternoon, I 
am a humbled audience of one – as he muses about this 
tenured Tech tradition and shares anecdotes from his 
much lauded chorale career.
 Hartwell became a Texas Tech music department 
faculty member in 1973.  Armed with degrees from 
Whitman College Conservatory and Indiana University, 
he arrived on campus an accomplished vocal performer.  
He had sung at the World’s Fair in Seattle with a 
performance group that some say rivaled the Kingston 
Trio.  He performed in countless musicals  and events 
at Texas Tech during his tenure and attracted quite 
a following.  Nonetheless, the Carol of Lights, which 
properly ushers in the holiday season, has been one of 
his greatest memories.

 How might one measure the depth and breadth of a true leader? Would one begin with the success found in 
the business world? Or possibly evaluate the type of home owned…the make and model of automobile …or some 
other type of conspicuous consumption item which has become synonymous with achievement? Not necessarily, 
according to Todd and Linda Smith – visionary donors to the Texas Tech Libraries’ Sound Recording Studio project. 
Todd’s philosophy on success is as follows:
 “We don’t need to chase all the external symbols of success like cars with ‘peace signs’ by consuming everything 
we make  just to impress people we don’t know. It is important to show our children that a small sacrifi ce can go a 
long way to help others when spent wisely. We have enjoyed supporting the Texas Tech Libraries because we have 
experienced, through our daughter, the benefi ts the Libraries provide to so many students.”
 The Smith family, which includes Todd and Linda’s daughter, Shannon, a recent graduate of TTU with an MBA 
in fi nance and  employee of Earnst & Young, have been supporters of the TTU Libraries for years. Shannon spent 
countless hours at the Library during her years at Texas Tech – she and her parents know fi rst-hand the value of 
the technology, resources and optimal study atmosphere the Library provides. The Smiths also are very aware that 
many such items are provided through private donations by alumni and nonalumni (friends) of the university, such 
as themselves.
 Todd and Linda were intrigued by the Sound Recording Studio project at the Texas Tech Library – for the 
university has no formal recording studio in which students of all relative majors could make demos for graduate 
work and/or for auditions and employment opportunities with little or no cost to the student – ensuring his 

or her greater success. The 
Smith family has generously 
given a $20,000 lead gift 
toward this visionary venture 
– they (and we) are hopeful 
that others will follow in their 
philanthropic footsteps. 

Todd and Linda Smith I sing therefore I am

      It was an honor to perform for 
the students, because that’s what 
it’s all about,” notes Hartwell.“It’s 
something I will tell my great- 
grandkids about.

Philosophy of 

 “It was an honor to perform for the students, 
because that’s what it’s all about,” notes Hartwell.  “It’s 
something I will tell my great-grandkids about.”  
 The 52nd Annual Carol of Lights will be held this year 
– Hartwell, however, has since retired his performance.  
As all good things come to an end at some point – 
those who have had the thrill of experiencing, “O’ Holy 
Night,” as performed by Hartwell, are fortunate indeed.
 Professor Emeritus Hartwell has agreed to lend his 
expertise to the Texas Tech Libraries’ Recording Studio 
Project as a consultant – donating his time and wealth 
of musical knowledge to the project and ultimately the 
countless students – music majors and otherwise – who 
will benefi t greatly from the opportunities the studio 
will present.  

      
the students, because that’s what 

something I will tell my great- something I will tell my great- 

by Traci Havins
by Traci Havins

  We have enjoyed supporting the Texas Tech   We have enjoyed supporting the Texas Tech 

to so  many students.



Founded with a generous seed gift from the Texas Tech Hall of Fame member and former men’s 
basketball coach, this fund is created to enhance Library services benefiting Texas Tech students and 
faculty.  The Library’s Digital Media Studio (DMS) provides state-of-the-art multimedia computer 
equipment and software for student patrons, 3D animation capabilities, cameras, video cameras 
and feature and documentary films. This advanced technology lab is made possible through the 
generosity and vision of Coach Bob Knight and the many donors who support this fund.

This fund supports a new facility, with both state-of-the art technology and equipment. This will allow 
students, who dream of careers in music, broadcast journalism, communications and production, 
the opportunity to create professional demos for class projects and interviews. This will give our 
students a “step ahead” of the rest because of the technologically advanced environment and hands-
on experience available in this new facility.
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This discretionary fund supports emerging needs for the students in many areas, including  
computing and communications technology, student service programs, acquisitions and university 
outreach. Your gift to this fund allows the Dean of Libraries to respond to the ever-changing needs 
of the student patrons.  

This fund supports the preservation of music and music-related materials for scholarly study.  These 
materials include: audio/video tapes, business records and tour schedules. A particularly important 
part of the archive is oral interviews from the musicians themselves. Your support of this fund will 
allow us to keep our field historians on the road and to hire student assistants to process those 
materials (benefiting qualified students with on-campus, learning-based employment). Your support 
will also allow us to purchase equipment to aid in both acquisition and processing of these materials.

Crossroads of Music Fund

Coach Bob Knight Library Fund

The Dean’s Fund For Excellence

Southwest Collection Endowment

Libraries’ Recording Studio Fund

This endowment supports a variety of needs for the Southwest Collection/Special Collections 
Library (SWC/SCL), including, but not limited to: acquisitions, furnishings, program enrichment, 
equipment and traveling exhibits. Donations to this fund allow the expansion and additions of 
popular, historical archives and enable the SWC/SCL to continue its leadership in preserving the 
history of the Southwest.

Texas Tech University Libraries had more than 3 million visits from students last year. In order 
to meet the needs of our student patrons, the Libraries’ will be improving study spaces with new 
furnishings  and technology to facilitate a greater atmosphere for academic achievement. Your gift 
will benefit the future success of Texas Tech students.

Library Student Space Enhancement Fund

Make your gift online to the Texas Tech University Libraries at library.ttu.edu/donate or 
mail your gift to Texas Tech Foundation Inc. | PO Box 45025 | Suite 406A | Lubbock, TX 
79409-5025 and designate “library.”

Library photograph by Lara Lowrie



 The Southwest Collection/Special Collections 
Library (SWC/SCL) houses more than 5,000 
recorded oral histories – one of the largest 
collections in the country. These interviews, 
along with more traditional resources such as 
manuscripts and photos, help researchers paint 
the historical picture as accurately as possible.
 “The Southwest Collection launched 
in 1955 and oral history acquisitions began 
soon thereafter in 1956, so our first archivists 
recognized that these recordings were a valid 
historical resource,” said David Marshall, Ph.D., 

archivist. The interviews trace the development of West Texas from 
settlement to the present time, as the area became a major agribusiness 
and medical region. Subjects covered include oil and energy resources, 
ranching, agriculture, community and economic development, indigenous 
and minority groups and studies in nature and sports, as well as music, arts 
and literature. 
 Marshall emphasized that a major focus of the program is balance of 
perspective. “It’s important that historical preservation not be limited to a 
particular group or class, but that perspectives are recorded from everyone,” 
he said. “We want to interview not just landowners, but laborers, too.”
 Though the method of recording has changed over the years, Marshall 
and the other SWC/SCL field archivists continue to adapt to new technologies 
and look for the best methods of preserving these invaluable oral histories 
via grants and private donations. Indeed, the addition of a professional 
recording studio to the Texas Tech Libraries would further enhance the 
Oral History Program, allowing archivists to stay current with the latest 
recording technology and to acquire, preserve and disseminate recorded 
sound in the most effective way, Marshall said. “Imagine if we had been 
here 200 years ago to interview Thomas Jefferson. That recording would be 
priceless,” Marshall said. “Likewise, the histories we record today become 
more and more valuable as time goes by.” 
 If you would like to support the Southwest Collection/Special Collections 
Library’s Oral History Program, please visit library.ttu.edu/donate or 
contact Traci Havins, development officer. 
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by Julie Barnett

 Since the 1930s 

when the narratives 

of former slaves were 

recorded, the taped 

interview has become 

an important tool in 

acquiring the historical 

accounts of all people, 

including those unlikely 

to leave written records.

Original Texas Tech students 

who came in 1925 when the 

college opened. 

Sammy Baugh, considered by 

some to be the best football 

player of all time.  He played 

college football at TCU and 

played against Tech, a game 

that Tech won in 1936. The 

Tech community was ecstatic 

and the victory bells rang all 

night long. Baugh played in 

the NFL for the Washington 

Redskins from 1937-52 and 

was inducted into the Pro 

Football Hall of Fame.

Musicians Michael Martin 

Murphey (“Wildfire,” 

“Geronimo’s Cadillac”) and 

Sonny Curtis (“I Fought the 

Law and the Law Won,” theme 

from the Mary Tyler Moore 

Show, “I’m No Stranger to the 

Rain,” “Love You More than I 

Can Say”).

Among the thousands 
interviewed whose histories 
are part of the collection: 

illustration by Shannon Adams and Kevin Jones



 There is a breed of people that flows through the halls of colleges and lives by the motto  “if you 
want something done right, you have to do it yourself.”
 They don’t mind rigging shop lights in their garage to create a photo studio and they definitely do 
not mind getting their hands dirty.  

 
 College students become some of the most creative do-it-yourselfers because they usually have 
limited resources. Some of the most creative do-it-yourselfers are musicians, photographers and 
even home improvement enthusiasts. 
 One Texas Tech recording artist took the term do-it-yourself to another level when he decided to 
create an Internet radio show in his residence hall. During the fall semester of 2009, Colton Ancel, a 
freshman geophysics student from Lubbock, shared his radio station for the first time. 
 So how does a student create an online Internet radio station? Ancel says it takes a lot of time 
and knowledge. 
 With a computer, radio software and a microphone, the birth of “Coleman Radio” began when 
Ancel dedicated days often ending at 4 a.m. to the creation of his radio station. 
 He spent time creating the playlists and cutting the music together to play certain songs at specific 
times in the day. 
 Once ready, Ancel tested his station with his residence-hall mates and friends around campus. 
 “You had to be on the Texas Tech network to connect to my station so I let my friends in the dorm 
test it out,” said Ancel. “When it worked in the dorm, I tried it with friends from across campus.”
 At the peak of the station’s existence, Ancel had 27 listeners at one time. 
 “The station was running for only short amounts of time because it was running off my personal 
computer and I needed to take it to class. It was a pretty good feeling seeing that many people 
listening at one time. Just to know I’ve created something that people actually have an interest in. 
It’s really cool.” 
 Currently “Coleman Radio” is on hiatus, but it should be functional again with Ancel’s recent 
purchase of a new computer dedicated strictly for the station.
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by Zach Tijerina

This breed of people is simply known 
as “do-it-yourselfers.”

photographs by Zach Tijerina
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 To the thinking librarian, there are few things 
more disturbing than the general and rapid spread of 
knowledge and its supporting services. In the good 
old days, knowledgeable individuals were routinely 
confined to mountain tops, ivory towers or cemeteries. 
Rarely were they seen in public – and on those few and 
infrequent occasions when the cognoscenti ventured 
forth, it was really quite simple to ignore them and 
go about one’s business. Knowledge, like sin, was 
something to be talked about, but not indulged.
 Today, however, there are some people who place 
a premium on knowing. As difficult a pill as that is 
to swallow, it is nevertheless true. Children grow 
into adolescence thinking that they have the right to 
understand and know. And if that situation were not 
discouraging enough of itself, this informed youth is 
egged on by teachers and parents who – like a blight on 
the landscape – are ever-increasing in numbers. Clearly 
the matter is getting completely out of hand.
 Not so many years ago, 999 of every 1,000 questions 
asked of a reference librarian could be answered with a 
judiciously pointed finger or by consulting some handy 
card file. Only occasionally, when in deep waters, was it 
necessary to resort to a dip into an almanac or to wade 
purposefully into the electronic surf. Nowadays, with 
the ever-growing but misguided emphasis on acquiring 
knowledge, libraries are forced not just to acquire raw 
and digested data, but to foster and develop the systems 
and services that such knowledge requires. Not to 
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mention, provide the elaborate information technology 
infrastructure with accompanying server and software 
upgrades and renewals that buttress these electronic 
versions and the services required to sustain them.
 The breadth of these demands gives one an 
aggravated case of the shudders: numbers of users in 
the 3D Animation Lab rival those who check out books.  
Use of electronic journals long ago eclipsed the use 
of paper journals by hundreds of times. We now have 
more digital images – artwork, photographs, maps, 
digitized books – than we have physical objects and the 
use of the digital objects far surpasses the use of the 
physical. The resources necessary to launch and keep 
aloft such a wealth of resources weigh heavily upon Yr. 
Ob’t Servant. 
 The latest call for knowledge from students and 
faculty is yet another much-needed proposal for a 
state-of-the-art recording studio in the Library, so that 
graduating seniors and others may compete on a level 
field with others in their chosen endeavors. Like the 3D 
Animation Lab, the iPods, the digital cameras, the video 
recording devices and myriads of other services offered 
in 21st century libraries, there are insufficient funds 
to launch such a new service – we must rely on donors 
who are “in tune.”  They see the “alarming spread of 
knowledge” for what it truly is – an opportunity to 
strengthen the education and knowledge power of 
students, staff and faculty at Texas Tech through the 
University Libraries.

Thank You! 

The Harmonious Call for Change
A Letter from the Dean of Libraries, Donald H. Dyal, Ph.D.

photograph by Zach Tijerina
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Created in the 3D Animation Lab by Kevin Jones; technology provided by 
donations to the Coach Bob Knight Library Fund.


