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CONCEPTS OF WORSHIP 

place of worship Christian worship begins with Jesus Christ, 

His life, and His teachings. According to J. G. 

Davies, worship is Christians response to the 

gracious activity of God in Christ. As such, 

worship is not just one element amongst many in 

the life of the believers; it is rather an atti

tude or orientation that should characterize the 

whole of it. As Christian worship became more 

popular, larger buildings were required. Thus, 

worship became more elaborate, not only to ex

press the community's devotion but to impress 

the large congregations. The architecture of 

these basilicas expressed this elaborateness 

further widening the gap between secular and 

religious life. Churches became museums for 

"holy" objects and the graves of saints of the 

previous period. The continuing development of 

churches under this concept of "holy" places 

continued to recent years and the architecture 
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is expressive of it. This development continued 

even though the concept was opposed to those that 

Jesus taught that the people were the Temple of 

God, not buildings. 

In contemporary theology, there are changing 

understandings about the roles of the church and 

the meaning of the structure of worship which re

flects a return to the early Christian principles. 

Worship then is a celebration, a gathering of be

lievers who are the body of Christ, the family of 

God. The church building then becomes a house 

where worship and ministering take place, not a 

"house of God." As Sovik says, "The presence of 

God is not assured by things or by sjnnbols or by 

buildings, but by the Christian people.""̂  

Church architecture should be expressive of 

this understanding as a return to the principles 

that Jesus taught of a unity of worshipping and 

ministering in the secular life. A church build

ing should be a place where worship can take place 



Baptist worship 

as well as a place where the believers can minis

ter secularly to the community. 

Baptists believe that Christ is the founda

tion of the church and the Head of the church. 

They believe its members are individuals who have 

committed themselves individually in faith to Jesus 

Christ as Lord and Savior and who want to serve Him. 

The program of the church, they believe, should help 

the members grow and mature spiritually, intellec

tually, physically, and socially through an atmos-

3 
phere of unity, deference, and love. Baptists are 

basically unique in their belief of the autonomy of 

the Individual; they even carry this concept to all 

4 levels of church organization. Baptxsts are also 

active in evangelism, the sharing of their faith 

with others in the church and the community. Two 

ordinances are evident in the Baptist church, that 

of the Lord's Supper and that of baptism by immersion. 

Baptist churches have traditionally emphasized 

the centrality of preaching in their worship. This 
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person should grow intellectually, physically, and 

socially; therefore, the church building also facil

itates instruction, recreation, and interaction. 

Baptists have always placed a great importance on 

instruction of Christian principles and Bible study 

in Sunday School, Church Training, and even private 

classes. Recreation is rapidly becoming an area of 

increasing concern and popularity among Baptists. 

They are realizing the Importance of physical and 

mental renewal offered by athletics, arts, and crafts 

and are incorporating such things in their programs. 

Fellowship has always been a meaningful aspect of 

the Baptist congregation; it is Important because 

the Interaction helps members mutually in their 

Christian lives. 

^Davies, J. G. The Early Christian Church, p. 57, 
New York; Holt, Rlnehart and Winston 1965 

•̂ Sovik, E. A., Architecture for Worship, p. 33 
Minneapolis; Augsburg, 1973 

3Fickett, Harold, A Layman's Guide to Baptist Beliefs, 
pp. 52-65, Grand Rapids; Zondervan, 1965 

^Larry Douglas, Baptist Minister, personal interview 
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THE CLIENT 

The client, a Southern Baptist congregation in 

Lubbock, worships God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

and is involved in proclaiming their faith. They 

wish to minister to each other and to the community 

and also wish to maintain a Christian fellowship 

where members can grow and mature. 

The membership consists of believers who have 

been baptized according to New Testament principles 

and have officially joined the church body. The 

total enrolled membership of this congregation is 

1584. The largest attendance occurs in the Sunday 

morning worship service in which there is an average 

of 600 and a peak of 800. 

The staff is organized in a team structure 

involving pastors and members. The pastoral staff 

consists of the pastor, associate pastor, minister 

of education, minister to youth, and minister of 

music. The larger church staff consists of all 15 

employees on salary. 



12 
COITGREGATIOIT 

COITGREGATIOI'AL 

REPRESEIITATIYE 

GOiyGREGATIOl-TAL 

R;:rR"SLi: .NATIVE 

GHAIRPERSOIT 

CHRISTIAR 

EDUCATION 
GOI-H-UTTEE 

on 
COIMITTEES 

DIYISIOFS 

D I A G R A I V 1 O F C H U R C H S T R U C T U R E 



13 

The congregation, with most Baptists, follow 

congregational church polity. Congregational polity 

means the church governs itself, the church member

ship is the ruling body. It stresses the individual-

ness of the church and its individual members. 

A building committee, called into existence by 

the church's Executive Council, will be in charge of 

the relations with the architect. Final approval will 

depend on the total congregation. 

In addition to worship there is a Sunday School 

program which involves both Bible study and outreach. 

The congregation breaks up into age and/or interest 

groups for Sunday School. Music is an important part 

of the program Involving many facets; from musical 

training of all ages. Informal renditions, to the 

formal worship presentations by choirs and individuals. 

The music programs involve both choral and instrumen

tal realms. The administration of the church in

volves all of the special services needed for the 

congregation to function. It involves planning and 
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coordinating its work, managing its resources and 

assisting the church in its government. Baptist 

Women, previously known as Womens Missionary Union, 

studies and participates in mission action. The 

men's organization. Brotherhood, has the same pur

pose. As a reference center to the church, the 

church multi-media center controls books and audio

visual materials. The recreation program seeks to 

provide various forms of recreation and leadership 

in them. The Day Care Center provides child care 

for working mothers. 

It is the congregation's wish, through its 

programs, to provide and assist in the maturation 

of its members and minister as Christians to the 

community in a functional, contemporary building. 

^Statement of Organization, Second Baptist Church, 
Lubbock, Texas, 1975 

"Foshee, Howard, Broadman Church Manual, pp. 54-62 
Nashville: Broadman, 1973 
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SITE ANALYSIS 

Because it is a predominantly southwestern 

Lubbock congregation and because of its ministry, 

this congregation wishes its building to be a part 

of the southwest Lubbock community. They have 

selected a location for their building where they 

think they can best provide this community ministry. 

The site is located on the comer of 54th Street 

and Salem Avenue. It is in a residential area of 

single family houses and apartment complexes. It 

faces city property which is a natural playa lake 

and will be developed in the future into a park like 

Maxey Park or Clapp Park. 

The site will have a good view overlooking the 

future park and lake. Located x̂ ĥere it is, in the 

middle of a residential neighborhood, the church 

can carry on the type of community activity and 

programs that it wishes on weekdays as well as 

Sundays. To the west is an apartment complex and 

to the north are duplexes. Single family houses are 
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Duststorms sometimes last for 12 hours or more. 

Winds direction is from the south or southwest 

usually. 

The average site elevation is 324 feet above 

sea level. Sloping to the southeast, the elevation 

goes from 3251 to 3245. Street elevation is 3245. 

Drainage will be across the site to the south

east comer and into the street. Drainage from ad

jacent property will be mainly confined to the streets 

and alleys with very little across the site. 

The soil is sandy clay loam and has good bearing 

capacity. The average frost penetration depth is 4.5 

inches. With Irrigation the soil is fertile enough 

to support many kinds of vegetation. The site is 

currently covered with weeds with no existing trees. 

Gas, water, sewer, electrical, and telephone 

utilities are available to the site. Location of 

these utilities is shown on the maps. 

^Local Climatological Data, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 1974 
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to the east. This makes a homogeneous neighbor

hood consisting of different ages and types of 

families. The site is easily accessible from major 

thoroughfares in Lubbock, 50th Street and Quaker 

Avenue. 

environment Environmental factors of the site that are 

important to consider include climate, topography, 

geology, vegetation, utilities, and the perceptual 

image of the area. 

Lubbock climate is generally pleasant with a 

summer average temperature of 78° and a winter average 

temperature of 41°. The extremes in recorded tem

peratures go from -16° to 107°. Precipitation is 

errotic but averages 18 inches per year. Most pre

cipitation occurs in May, June, and July. Snow in 

the winter months usually stays on the ground for 

only a short time. The humidity averages 45% at 

6 p.m. to 71% at 6 a.m. Winds usually average 13 mph 

with dust storms occurring in late winter and early 

spring. The strongest wind recorded was 70 mph. 
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The design criteria Includes activities and 

functions, circulation systems, service facilities, 

parking, air conditioning and heating, lighting, 

and regulating codes. The activities and functions 

take place in four different areas: the worship 

center, the educational area, the administrative 

area, and the recreation area. With consideration 

of this criteria the building facility can be best 

understood as a whole. 

WORSHIP CENTER 

Worship is a central function in the church's 

life and work. The worship experience is a gather

ing in which the worshipers participate. Everything 

about that space should reinforce a sense of gather

ing and participation. The worship area should be a 

flexible space where activities other than worship 

could also take place, such as musical and dramatic 

presentations and non-church related meetings, 

seating Seating capacity in the worship center will be 

for a maximum of 800 people, 75 of which would be in 
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a choir space. Thus, the seating requires approx

imately a total area of 13,000 square feet or about 

15 square feet per person. The flexible nature of 

the space will necessitate the use of movable pews 

or chairs. 

Important elements of design besides the seat

ing area include the platform area, the choir space, 

the baptistry, musical instruments areas, and a pro

jection screen. It should be stressed again that the 

worship area is a gathering place where people are 

encouraged to participate. It is not of itself a 

holy place and should not be construed as such. It 

should also be stressed that it is a flexible place 

for any uses. For worship it will be arranged so 

that all can easily see a speaker or preacher, the 

choir or other musical performers, the baptistry and 

the ordinance of baptism, and the Lord's Supper Table, 

choir space The choir will be seated in a group of movable 

chairs arranged in a pattern for good choral sound 

production. The arrangement should be capable of 
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change for different sizes and purposes. The choir 

should be a focal point in the worship area because 

of the part they play leading the worship experience. 

The choir should be able to easily see the music min

ister who leads the choir, often plays the organ, and 

occasionally leads the congregation in singing. There 

should be adequate entrances for the choir but can 

also be used by the congregation, 

baptistry The baptistry should be in a place where all mem

bers of the congregation and choir can view it and the 

baptisms that take place there. The dimensions of the 

baptistry will be large enough for complete immersion. 

Stairs are needed at each end. Architectural design 

should emphasize the ordinance and its centrality in 

the life of the church. Access to the baptistry is 

directly from the separate dressing rooms which contain 

several dressing cubicles along with toilet facilities. 

A private dressing room for the pastor is needed along 

with storage space for robes and equipment. The access 

from the dressing rooms to the baptistry should be 
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private and separate from public corridors, 

platform The platform area will be another focal point 

and should be made very flexible to accommodate the 

range of activities which will center here, from 

preaching to dramatic presentations. The platform 

could even be in movable sections to vary the size 

and location as needed. A movable pulpit will be 

provided to accommodate both speakers who would pre

fer one and speakers who would not prefer one. Height 

of the platform will be determined by the necessary 

sight lines of the entire seating area. Steps will 

be provided so that the speaker can retain contact 

with the congregation while getting to floor level. 

Several sound system connections will be provided in 

the platform area and some should be located elsewhere 

in the room. Movable seats for the worship leaders 

are on the platform. On or near the platform will be 

a table used for focal emphases and particularly the 

ordinance of the Lord's Supper. This table should 

always be placed so as to encourage the sense of 

gathering. 
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musical instruments 

projection screen 

Musical instruments play an important part in 

the worship experience and to special presentations. 

A grand piano and a pipe organ will be provided in 

the worship area. Areas for other musical instruments 

will be provided but location will remain flexible. 

All musical instrument areas should have direct sight 

of the music minister, the choir, the platform, and 

the baptistry. A sound system that accommodates re

cordings as well as microphones will be incorporated 

in the worship center to provide for good distribution 

of sound and special effects. 

A projection screen will be used for slide and 

film presentations and other forms of emphasis such 

as calls to worship, seasonal decorations, and even 

words to hymns and songs. The projection screen should 

be a rear projection screen with the necessary equip

ment to facilitate its use without darkening the room. 

The screen will be approximately 8' x 10' and placed 

so that it can be easily seen from the seating area. 

A covering for the screen will make it inconspicuous. 
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The worship center for this church congregation 

will not follow many of the more traditional forms of 

Baptist church architecture yet this congregation feels 

that a building with the features and relationships 

as described will best facilitate its ministry to 

itself and to the community. 

preschool 

EDUCATIONAL AREA 

The educational program of the church is an in

tegral part to the overall concept of the maturing, 

growing, and outreach of the church members. Having 

four basic divisions: preschool, childrens, youth, 

and adult, the educational program divides the congre

gation into age and interest groups. The following 

chart shows the divisions and departments as well as 

the enrollment and average attendance. 

The preschool division provides for children from 

birth to five years. The spaces in this area will be 

used for child care and Sunday School. It will also 

be used for the day care program of the church during 
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the week. It should be a space which is a good en

vironment for the children's activities as well as 

their supervision. 

The size of these areas is based on the capacity 

attendance of the department. Thirty (30) square feet 

per child will be planned. For proper supervision by 

workers, the capacity per room should be 10 for child

ren birth through 1 year, 16 for children 2 and 3 years, 

and 20 for 4 and 5 year olds. 

The rooms in the preschool division will have 

toilet facilities with juvenile fixtures for each room. 

The rooms for preschoolers through 3 years will be 

equipped with a refrigerator and a hot plate or bottle ^̂ | 

warmer. An outside play area accessible from this area 

is important to the program, 

children The children's division is for ages 6 through 11 

years or first through sixth grade. Sunday School, 

childrens missions activities, and childrens choirs 

will take place here, so It should be a good environ

ment geared to the young. 
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This area will consist of department areas with

out smaller class areas. Children will be grouped 

around small tables for activities and learning. All 

the department areas in this division should be in the 

same general area of the church facility. The size of 

the department areas will be dependent on the capacity 

attendance planning 25 square feet per child. Storage 

space for educational materials as well as chalkboards 

and tackboards should be provided in the department 

areas. 

youth The youth division will provide space for 12-17 

year olds (junior and senior high school) students and 

their Sunday School, Church Training, and mission ac

tivities. The environment should be designed for the 

imaginative youth age person who will use these spaces. 

Each department will consist of a central assembly 

area with small class areas adjacent to it. Class areas 

will be planned for 12 square feet per person with a 

maximum of 12 people. The assembly area will be planned 

for 20 square feet per person. 
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The assembly areas should be planned for 

possible audio-visual presentations. The class 

areas require chalkboard and a tackboard. Storages 

will be required in the assembly area for each ac

tivity in the space, 

adult The adult division includes all members of the 

congregation 18 years and older. The areas for this 

division will serve Sunday School or Bible teaching. 

Church Training, and adult mission activity groups. 

The division Includes both age and interest groups. 

The main focus of these areas is teaching, learning 

and outreach through interaction and fellowship; the 

design, therefore, should create the best environment 

possible for these processes. 

Each department will consist of a central assem

bly area and smaller classroom areas adjacent to it. 

Class areas will be planned for 15 persons capacity 

in each. 12 square feet per person will be planned 

for class areas and 20 square feet per person in 

assembly areas. 
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Pifth grade 

_ Sixth grade 

Junior High 

Senior High 

" Single Adult 

Young Adult 

Adult 4 

Enroll- Ave. 
ment Att. 
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21 

33 
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5 

Sq. Ft. 
per 
class 

2 

3 

60 

60 

180 

180 

180 

i 



Adult 3 

Adult 2 

Adult 1 

Discussion 
Group 

Bible Study 

91 

45 
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36 

38 

16 

22 

1400 -

720 

760 

320 

440 

4 

3 

3 

33 
180 

180 

180 

14,050 3,660 

Total square footage in the educational area 17,710 sqjiare feet 

Statistics are from the weekly attendance reports of the Second 
Baptist Ghurch, Lubbock, Texas, and from the Ghurch Architectural 
Data Sheets of the Ghurch Architecture Department of the S. B. G. 

•ŝ Separate rooms for 10 babies each 
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Each class area requires a chalkboard and stor

age space such as cabinets and closets should be pro

vided in the assembly areas. A kitchen or kitchennette 

should be accessible to several departments for re

freshment preparation. 

The educational program, by dividing into smaller 

groups, provides for the intellectual training necessary 

to this church, 

multimedia center Also in the educational area will be the multi

media center, a reference room for church educational 

media. This educational media of books, periodicals, 

and audio-visual supplies will be both checked out and 

used in the center. The multimedia center should have 

natural light and should have open rooms; that is, no 

dividing walls or built-in shelving. It will include 

areas for childrens books, reference and general read

ing books for adults, periodicals, music literature, 

and a materials preparation area. Movable shelving 

will be provided for the books and literature and storage 
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provided for tape recordings, films, slides, and the 

equipment to use them. The size of the center should 

be 1 1/4 square feet per person in the educational 

program or 1100 square feet. It should be located 

beside a major circulation path within the church 

building and should be close to an outside entrance, 

music suite The music suite is an area for rehearsal of the 

choir and other musicians, storage rooms, robing areas, 

and the office of the music director. The music suite 

should have easy access to the worship center because 

the choir will robe and reherse directly prior to the 

worship service. 

The rehearsal space should be the same size and 

proportion and seating arrangement of the choir area 

in the worship center. Acoustics are Important in the 

design of this space and should resemble the acoustics 

of the choir area as closely as possible. Approximately 

14 square feet per person will be needed, therefore 

making the size of the rehearsal area about 1100 square 
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feet. Space and equipment for the use of stereos 

and recordings should be provided as well as a chalk

board. 

The robing areas, one for men and one for women, 

will facilitate both the storage of the robes and 

dressing in them by the choir members. These areas 

should be about 150 square feet each. Toilets should 

be adjacent to these areas. 

A storage room is needed for music filing and 

souAd equipment. It needs to be about 100 square feet 

and should include filing shelves and cabinets. 

The office of the minister of music should be 

adjacent to the rehearsal area and the corridor as 

this office will be used all during the week. It 

should be approximately 150 square feet. 

The music suite is in the educational area but 

because of its relation to the worship center it should 

be close to it. Music is an important facet to both the 

worship and educational programs of the church. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE AREA 

The administration area of the church facili

tates the pastoral staff and the secretaries. The 

staff consists of the pastor, associate pastor, min

ister of education, minister of youth, minister of 

music (whose office is in the music suite), and three 

secretaries. The administrative area will consist of 

offices and workspaces for the staff, a pastors study, 

reception room, conference room, workroom, and a place 

for storage of church records and literature. 

offices All office areas for the pastoral staff need to 

be at least 150 square feet each. Separate office 

areas for the minister of education, associate pastor, 

and minister of youth will be provided adjacent to the 

secretaries areas. 

study The pastors study should be accessible from the 

reception area and a secretarial area. The size should 

be approximately 200 square feet. The study is a 

private office and library for the pastor to prepare 
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reception room 

workroom 

records room 

his sermons and execute his normal week-day respon

sibilities. 

The reception room should be easily accessible 

from all offices and from a main corridor in the church. 

The conference room, adjacent to the reception room, is 

for conferences of the staff and for private conferences 

with the pastor. It should be approximately 200 square 

feet. 

The workroom will be used for mimeographing, print

ing, and addressing church publications and materials. 

It should contain extensive storage space and shelf 

space for the equipment and supplies used here. It 

will contain a small offset press, a mimeograph, an 

addressograph, and a folding and sealing machine. Work 

counters will also be needed. A small burgular-proof 

safe will be located in the workroom for the safe storage 

of offerings and other funds. The size of the workroom 

will be approximately 250 square feet. 

The records and literature room should be easily 

accessible from the education area. It is for the 
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storing and filing of church records and literature 

for Sunday School, Church Training, and Mission Action 

Groups. It will need to be 100 square feet. 

This area of the church facility provides for 

leadership and administrative services of the church 

programs. It is important during weekdays as well as 

during church activities. 

RECREATION AREA 

The recreation area of the church building facil

itates the social and creative functions as well as 

recreation activities of the church program* Fellow

ship is involved in all areas of the church building 

but centers here. A fellowship hall with a kitchen is 

Included in this area as well as a parlor. Also included 

is a crafts room, a recreation game room and a scout 

room, 

fellowship hall The fellowship hall is a large multi-purpose space 

used for activities ranging from dining to parties. It 

should emphasize the unity of the fellowship. Planned 
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for 10 square feet per person, it will accommodate 

160 people at dining tables and is about 1600 square 

feet in size. This space will be used for smaller 

groups also so should include movable partitions to 

divide the space into two parts. Acoustics are impor

tant in this area because of the number of people using 

the space. Storage for folding tables and chairs is 

needed, 

kitchen Adjacent to the fellowship hall is the kitchen. 

The kitchen will be used to prepare food for the dining 

in the fellowship hall. It will include preparation, 

cooking, serving, dishwashing, food storage, and clean-up 

areas. It will need to be at least 320 square feet and 

\-7± will include the appliances, storage space and counter 

space needed for the preparation of food. The serving 

area will be cafeteria style and serve the entire dining 

area so circulation is important in its placement. It 

requires access from the outside for delivery of supplies. 

Storage is needed for dishes, silverware, pots, pans, 

and the table setting accessories. 
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parlor The parlor should also be serviced by the kitchen. 

The parlor is a smaller, more formal space than the 

fellowship hall which will be used for small recep

tions and meetings. It needs to be about 400 square 

feet. Comfortable atmosphere is an Important part of 

the parlor. 

crafts room The crafts room serves the creative groups of the 

church in their craft and art classes. It requires 

work table and counter space as well as storage for 

materials. A small darkroom and a small ceramic kiln 

will be incorporated in the room as will a large sink. 

The crafts program Involves classes for ceramics, paint

ing, and photography. The crafts room should be about 

200 square feet. 

games room Housing a pool table and other table games, the 

recreation room will need to be at least 15' x 20' for 

fhe 5'9" X 9'9" pool table and 150 square feet for the 

table games. Storage will be provided for outdoor sports 

equipment of volleyballs, basketballs, and related sports. 

The recreation room needs to be adjacent to the fellowship 
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hall and will be used for both adult and youth functions. 

scout room The scout room will be used by both Girl and Boy 

Scout groups in the community. Separate storage areas 

should be provided for each group. The space should 

open to the outside and should be about 200 square feet 

in size. This area of the church facility will provide 

for the recreation and social interaction which is so 

Important in the work of the church to help Christians 

mature and to minister to the community. 

CIRCULATION SYSTEMS 

Circulation is an important part of the church pro

gram and the physical integration of the four areas of 

the building. The congregation, on Sunday, is split up 

into its grading patterns for Sunday School and then all 

but the pre-school division comes together for the worship 

service. This makes circulation a problem because all the 

people involved will be moving at the same time prior to 

and after the worship service. Circulation in the build

ing Involves arrival movement patterns in the educational 

and recreation areas, circulation to the worship center 

and departure. 
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Most members of the congregation will arrive by 

car so that the circulation patterns will start at the 

end of the parking lot. From the parking lot, the people 

should be able to enter the building to the educational 

areas at several points. Also, the people should have 

easy access to the worship center from the parking lot. 

An arrival hood is needed to protect the people during 

incllmate weather. It should be large enough for cars 

to maneuver easily. For convenience, the arrival hood 

should have easy access from it to the educational areas 

and worship center. 

The flow of traffic in the educational areas should 

be planned for the peak amount of people in the areas. 

Senior adult departments, as well as the pre-school 

division areas, should be on the ground level. Children, 

youth and young adult departments can be on upper floor 

levels if needed. The pre-school division should also 

be near and have access to the arrival hood as it will 

also be used for the Day Care Center. The administrative 

area and the fellowship hall and adjacent recreation areas 
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should also be on the ground level for convenient 

use. Corridors need accents and interesting decor to 

avoid the monotony of long hallways. 

The circulation patterns from the educational 

areas to the worship center should provide Indoor 

access to the worship center vestibule. The vestibule, 

outside the worship center, is needed as a welcoming 

and fellowship place both before and after the worship 

service. It provides for the preparation psychologi

cally of the people before entering the worship area 

and for the social interaction of the people as they 

leave the service. It needs to be approximately 600 

square feet or 3/4 square feet per person in the worship 

center. It should have direct access to other floors. 

Small adjoining rooms are needed for coats, etc. Move

ment patterns is part of the social fellowship aspect 

of the church. Beyond being efficient, circulation 

patterns need to enhance this fellowshipr 
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restrooms 

drinking fountains 

janitors closets 

SERVICE FACILITIES 

Support services include toilet facilities, 

drinking fountains, janitors closets, and an outdoor 

equipment storage room. The support services will be 

incorporated in all areas of the church facility. 

Restrooms should be accessible from main corri

dors. Two restrooms need to be adjacent to the wor

ship center vestibule. Four other sets of restrooms 

are needed throughout the other areas of the church. 

Each restroom will have two toilets and a lavatory 

and the men's restrooms will also have a urinal. Com

plete accessories with mirrors will be provided. Rest-

rooms for the children's areas should be fitted with 

juvenile fixtures. 

Six drinking fountains are needed and should be 

placed throughout the facility in the main corridors. 

Placement should not interfere with the circulation 

system. Fountains for children need to be at a con

venient height and location for them. 

Janitor's closets are needed in convenient areas 

of the church building with at least one on each floor. 
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They should Include a service sink, a rack for wet 

mops, and storage space for cleaning equipment and 

materials. 

Storage space for outside grounds maintenance 

equipment is required and should be inconspicuous 

yet accessible to the outside areas. 

Support services are a necessary part of the 

facility and should be designed to work integrally 

in the overall circulation system. 

existing traffic 
(Patterns 

PARKING 

Even though this will be a community church, most 

members will arrive by car, making the parking areas 

part of the circulation system. Important consider

ations in the parking lot design are the existing 

traffic conditions, the volume and patterns of the 

parking lot, and the effects the parking lot will have 

on the existing traffic patterns. 

Fifty-second Street and Salem Avenue bound the 

site on the south and east respectively. Neither of 



7̂ 

capacity 

effect on traffic 

these streets are main streets yet, both have good 

access to main streets; 52nd to Quaker Street and 

Salem to 50th Street. Most of the traffic in the 

immediate area is on Salem Street. 

"Church parking differs from commercial park

ing in that congregations arrive and depart within a 

space of twenty to thirty minutes. Churches must 

provide for more than the minimum space for parking." 

A minimum of one parking space for every three people 

in the worship center is required, yet because of the 

nature of the parking lot plan it needs to include 

space for 280 cars. The parking area should relate 

to the arrival hood and other building entrances in 

its traffic patterns. 

Since the traffic onto the streets from the park

ing lot will be concentrated in a short period of time, 

the parking lot should have access at several points 

along both streets to avoid congestion. By having 

access on both streets the traffic flow could best be 

dispersed onto city streets. 
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Because of the importance of automobile trans

portation, parking is the first step in the circula

tion system of the church facility. 

AIR CONDITIONING AND HEATING 

Like the activity patterns, the air conditioning 

and heating system will also be divided into the four 

areas of worship center, educational, administrative 

and recreational facilities. A year round, combined 

air conditioning system will provide the flexibility 

needed in this facility. 

The worship center should be designed for 80 per 

cent of its capacity. It will be used intermittently 

for one to two hour periods. It requires the uniform 

distribution of air, avoiding drafts on certain areas. 

The temperature will change rapidly when the center 

fills with people in twenty to thirty minutes. 

Also requiring flexibility, the educational area 

air conditioning systems must meet a range of require

ments by people with varying ages and preferences. The 



area will be used for periods of one to three hours 

with the exception of the pre-school division, music 

suite, and multi-media center which will be used all 

during the day and most evenings. 

The administrative area will also be used during 

the business hours of the day. The criteria for the 

design of the system in this area should facilitate 

efficient office work. 

Much like the worship center, the fellowship hall 

in the recreation area will be filled in twenty to 

thirty minutes and will be used for one to two hour 

periods. The kitchen demands special consideration 

in the capacity of the air-conditioning system. The 

other areas in the recreation area will be occupied 

all during the day (as will the crafts room and the 

Scout room) and at certain times in the evening (as 

will the parlor and games room). 

The air conditioning and heating system should 

have the ability to operate efficiently at below maxi

mum capacity for times when the building is not used. 
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LIGHTING 

The various activities in this church facility 

require various lighting needs. The worship center 

needs special lighting, the education and administra

tive areas need light for reading, and recreation 

areas need light for special activities. 

Lighting in the worship center should be soft, 

general illumination bright enough for reading. Accent 

light should emphasize the pulpit or speaker, choir 

area, baptistry and the Lord's Supper Table. Dimmer 

controls are needed on all light, general and accent, 

in the worship center. 

The educational and administrative areas require 

ample illumination for reading and studying. Lighting 

also needs to be glare-free. 

General Illumination in the fellowship hall 

should be soft and indirect. Some movable accent 

lights are needed for special effects. 

Lighting is Important in creating mood and emphasis 

as well as providing adequate illumination for reading. 
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REGULATING CODES 

Regulating codes Include both building codes 

and zoning ordinances. All buildings in the city of 

Lubbock must meet the Uniform Building Code. Buildings 

must also conform to the Zoning Ordinance of the City 

of Lubbock. The site is partially zoned "A-1", family 

apartment district, and partially zoned "R-1", single 

family district. In the Zoning Ordinance, a church 

building is a conditional use in both of these zones. 

That means that a church building is permitted but 

must be approved by the City Zoning Board of Adjust

ment which has the authority to grant a conditional 

use permit. The Zoning Ordinance states that in these 

zones setback distances are 25 feet from the street 

in front, and 5 feet from the rear property line. The 

combined area of the building cannot exceed 40% of the 

lot area. Height is limited to 2 stories or 35 feet. 

Parking facilities must be approved by the Zoning Board 

of Adjustment. These regulations are to protect the 

existing property owners and the people using the 
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facility as well as provide a quality environment for 

all involved. 

8 Zoning Ordinance of the City of Lubbock 
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CAPITAL PROGRAM 

The new structure for this congregation will be 

financed by the church as a whole. They wish to sell 

their present facilities. Financing will be by a 20-

year mortgage. 

All of the money used for salaries and operating 

expenses comes from the members. The funds Include 

pledged tithes and Independent gifts. The church has 

an annual operating budget of approximately $250,000 

and have an average bank balance of approximately 

$18,000. 

The congregation plans to sell their present facil

ities which include a building and lot and use the cap

ital as a down payment on the new facilities. 

A 20-year mortgage from a local bank will be needed 

for the construction of the building. The payments will 

be made from the church's normal budget receipts as well 

as gifts designated specifically for this purpose. It 

is hoped by the congregation that these designated gifts 

will be extensive. 
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INTRODUGTION 

As stated in the program, a Southern 

Baptist congregation in Lubbock, Texas 

v.dshes to construct a contemporary church 

facility for its ministry. This is a 

design solution for that congregation. 

I have named the church the Eellov/ship 

Baptist Ghurch because I believe this name 

is representative of the overall philosophy 

of the church body. This explanation will 

include program chajiges, discussions of 

the concept, the site, the environment of 

spaces,.the structure, and the mechanical 

system and v/ill include color slides of 

the graphics presented for the final 

presentation. 
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PROGRAM CHANGES 

The program called for 280 off street 

parking spaces. This is 80 more than is 

required by the city code v/hich requires 

one space for every four seats in the 

assembly area. In order to make more room 

for landscaping and to improve the environ

ment within the parking area, the-number 

of parking spaces was reduced to 200 

(which still meets the city code). 

The program also called for steps 

at both ends of the baptistry. In my design 

solution of the Worship Genter, it \ms 

my intention to involve the ordinance of 

baptism by the placement of the baptistry 

within the congregation. I felt the best 

way to do this involved making the baptistry 

so that people would enter and exit from 

a single door and set .of stairs. 



OVERALL GONGEPT 

The overall design concept in this 

solution was fellowship and it was my 

objective to design a facility which 

would encourage the fellowship which is 

inherent in this congregation. There are 

several specific objectives that I wished 

to accomplish.-in the design. The first 

objective was to improve the traditional 

layout and design of the Worship Genter 

to make it more expressive of Baptist 

doctrine than previous designs have 

demonstrated. The second objective was to 

create educational areas which encourage 

the sense of fellowship and oneness as 

a church. Also, I wished to make the 

Sunday School areas condusive to the 

learning process which would take place 

there. As a third objective, I wished 



to create and encourage the use of 

exterior spaces such as courtyards for the 

activities of the church. As a final 

objective, I wanted to make the exterior 

appearance of the whole facility blend with 

the surrounding/neighborhood yet still | 

express its function to the neighborhood. ii 

My concept was to capitalize on these ob- , 

jectives in the design of a contemporary 

Baptist church. 



SITE 
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The site, a lot the corner of 54th 

and Salem in southwest Lubbock, overlooks 

a future city lake. It is a natural 

playa lake v/hich will be developed by the 

city into a municipal park. 

It was a unique problem in the design 

to establish the proper amount of the site 

which would be devoted to parking, building, 

and landscaping. The city code required 

200 parking spaces and I wanted as much 

landscaping as possible to break up the 

large paved areas, I divided the parking 

into 2 different lots for two reasons. 

First, I wanted to create entrances to 

the building from different points because 

of the varies activities and times during 

the day when the building will be used. 

By making several entrances at different 



locations I thought I could improve the 

circulation patterns while reducing the 

distance from the parking to the building. 

Second, I wajited to make the best possible 

system for cars to get in and out of the 

parking areas in a minimum amount of time. 

Church parking is concentrated during a 

short period on Sunday morning. All 

churchmembers arrive and leave at approx

imately the same time during this period, 

I felt it was best to have access to the 

parking from both Salem and 54th for this 

reason. I also felt it would be best to 

have the accesses as far away from the 

intersection as possible. For these 

reasons, I divided the parting into two 

separate areas. 

There is no alley adjacent to the 

site, so for a service drive to the 
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mechanical equipment, I made a drive 

connecting the tv/o parking areas. This 

service drive is on the north side of the 

site next to the wooden fence at the rear 

of the duplexes. There is another small 

service drive on the east side of the 

building for deliveries to the kitchen and 

offices and for a trash dumpster. There 

is a room for outdoor service equipment 

on the west side of the building. 

9k 



Worship Center 

ATMOSPHERE OF SPACES 

In the Worship Genter I tried to create 

a warm meeting place which emphasizes the 

oneness of the church body. Laminated wood 

structure v/as used for the natural v/arm 

feeling it creates. Skylights give the 

room natural light. The first section of 

skylights near the front is clear glass to 

create an interesting light pattern on the 

front v/all. The other sections of sky

lights are tra.nsluscent to eliminate glare. 

I wished to emphasize the centrality of 

preaching in Baptist doctrine; therefore, 

the pulpit is the main focal point. Also 

emphasisized are the ordinances. The 

baptistry is to the left of the pulpit and 

the Lord's Supper table is to the right. 

The ceiling rises from 14 feet at the rear 

to 40 feet at the front to make a dramatic 
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Sunday School rooms 

emphasis of the platform area. Even more 

visual emphasis is placed on the platform 

by surface mounted spotlights in the 

ceiling. 

The Worship Genter opens out into the 

central courtyard. It was my intention to 

use this courtyard as a multi-purpose 

meeting space which could visually tie the 

whole complex together. All the corridors 

to the Sunday School rooms as well as the 

fellowship hall itself look out and open 

onto this courtyard. It was intended that 

this courtyard be used not only as an in

formal fellowship space but also, during 

good weather, as a meeting or assembly space, 

Sunday School space, party space and even 

a place for outdoor v/eddings and receptions. 

All of the Sunday School spaces open 

to the glass corridors overlooking the 



fellowship hall 

offices 

courtyard. These areas are large open 

rooms which are subdivided into smaller 

class areas by the use of movable partitions. 

They can be arranged in any number of different 

ways. Some examples are shown on the plan. 

This makes a more flexible use of spuce 

and is more economical. 

The fellowship hall is a J ulti-purpose 

space for everything from banquets to 

v/edding receptions. It has glass along one 

entire side v/hich opens to the courtyard. 

The kitchen is adjacent to the fellowship 

hall as is storage for tables and chairs. 

The office is another open space 

divided up by movable partitions. The 

pastors office is separate for privacy and 

is enclosed by permanent walls. The formal 

parlor is adjacent to the offices so that 

it can be used for conferences. 



preschool The preschool section is a unit by 

itself because it is used all during the 

week. It has a central lounge as well as 

a protected outdoor play area. 

K'x hmt^'tiM'^^v at- vtl„r5ft l^aftmBts zh^-

hSoat.1 are=-,a th^^- f lifer ..&pa.<ĵ  wms-^^^m tiis-
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STRUCTURE 

The structure is basically of 

concrete and v/ood. In the V/orship Genter 

the Uniform Building Code allowed the use 

of heavy timber construction because the 

Worship Genter is separated from other 

buildings on three sides. In the educa

tional areas the floor space was above the 

allowable limit for construction of anything 

but non-combustible materials. For this 

reason the structure of the educational 

areas is concrete. 

The main beams in the V/orship Genter 

are 12 •t"x44". Purlins would range in size 

from 12"x12" to 12"x24" depending on their 

length. The deck is 3i" laminated wood 

decking. Wood sleepers' on top of the roof 

deck provide nailers for the insulation 

boards as well as an air space for electrical 



conduits. 

i'he structure in the educational areas 

is a system of one v/ay and tv;o way concrete 

slabs. The two way slabs are for the large 

open Sunday School rooms and office areas. 

The beams aroundihem are 12"x32" and the 

slab is 8" tliick. All the other slabs are 

one way with beams ranging from 12" deep 

to 36" deep in the fellowship hall. These 

slabs are also 8" thick. 
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In order that different areas of the 

church could be used at different times, 

I integrated a multi-unit, multi-zone 

mechanical system. It is basically a 

4 pipe system with eight air handling 

stations. The main boiler, chiller, and 

cooling tov/er are on the north side of the 

building. Hot and cold water supply and 

return is pumped through a loop to a,ll 

air handling units. xhe air handling units 

are multi-zone; that is, there are several 

zones organized according to similar heat 

loss. Each zone has an individual ther

mostat. I felt this system gave the 

building the flexible yet economical system 

of air conditioning that it needs. V/ith 

this system, each zone of rooms has its 

individual control of temperature while 

still using the economy of a central 



heating and cooling plant. 

Total heat loss for the building was 

2,311,000 BTUH. The cooling load was 

calculated to require 205 tons of 

refrigeration equipment. 


