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ABSTRACT 

This study addressed gaps in prior research regarding 

attitudes toward legal abortion. It was guided by a 

feminist perspective that casts the issue as a symbolic 

politic. Interweaving social perception and cognitive 

schema models, sexuality/gender schema was conceptualized to 

include dimensions of females' sexual behavior, motherhood 

role, and character evaluation and was analyzed in relation 

to individuals' legal abortion attitudes. Respondents 

included 459 adults between the ages of 18 and 77. 

Simultaneous analysis of demographic and ideological 

variables was conducted by path analyses. It was found that 

traditional sexuality and motherhood ideologies are 

positively and significantly related with one another and 

are related similarly to disapproval of legal abortion. 

Empirical evidence supported the hypothesis that the 

ideologies coexist as a sexuality/gender cognitive schema. 

Factor analyses revealed sex-specific construction of 

sexuality and motherhood ideologies. Path analyses also 

revealed sex-specific relationships between the ideologies 

and legal abortion attitudes. When all variables were 

controlled, religious fundamentalism was the only 

demographic variable that was related consistently to 

disapproval of legal abortion. 
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CHAPTER I 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 

The debate concerning abortion—whether or not it 

should be made legally available—has captured the attention 

of almost every segment of the American population to some 

degree, with its continual tapping of time, money, and 

energy. The issue is popularly defined as a dualistic one, 

with constituents being thought of as bipolar opposites, 

either "for" or "against" abortion. The result is that the 

issue is publicly argued in polarized and emotionalized 

terms, giving the impression that the entire American 

population is polarized as well, as advocates of either the 

pro-life or pro-choice stance. 

A duality of beliefs is not supported, however, by 

responses from national samples of the adult U.S. population 

surveyed by the National Opinion Research Center (NORC; 

reported by Szafran & Clagett, 1988). Rather, individuals 

provide a variety of responses. When respondents are 

supplied with a number of hypothetical pregnancy conditions 

under which a woman might seek abortion (ranging from desire 

for no more children to rape) and asked under which they 

would agree that abortion should be legally available, few 

individuals unconditionally accept or reject legal abortion 

availability. Analyses of responses over the last two 



decade reveals that the largest proportion of respondents— 

never less than 45 percent or more than 49 percent—favor 

abortion legality for some conditions and disfavor it for 

other conditions, hence forming the "mixed" category. The 

next largest category, hovering around 40 percent in every 

year, is comprised of respondents who favor legal abortion 

under any of the pregnancy conditions. The smallest 

category, about 16 percent, is comprised of respondents who 

oppose legal abortion under any of the pregnancy conditions 

(Blake & del Pinal, 1980; Szafran & Clagett, 1987). 

Although those who provide consistent opposition to 

abortion are in the minority, they do not give that 

impression. Rather, they claim to represent either half the 

public opinion or the "silent majority" of the population 

(Liebman, 1983). In actuality, most of the American public 

have reported adopting intermediate positions and do not 

consider the issue to be salient or important (Jackson & 

Vinovskis, 1983). It is not known, however, if that remains 

the case at the present time, due to the recent increased 

attention being devoted to the issue. 

Some scholars propose that the artificial dichotomy and 

intensity of the abortion debate has resulted because 

abortion represents a symbolic politic based on family life

style ideologies that result from broader gender conflicts 

(Fried, 1988; Ginsburg, 1984, 1986; Leahy, Snow, Worden, 



1983; Luker, 1984; Markson, 1982, 1985; Staggenborg, 1987). 

Those who consistently oppose legal abortion define 

themselves as "pro-life" and argue that their concern is for 

the rights of the unborn and that legal abortion is 

"granting mothers license to kill their babies" (Schmitz, 

1974; p. 5). Those who consistently favor legal abortion 

define themselves as "pro-choice" and argue that they are 

not "pro-abortion" but instead are advocates of individual 

rights and choices of women that are interfered with by 

legislation that prohibits abortion. The symbolic politic 

argument is compelling in that advocates of the two extreme 

positions have not been found to be differentiated on life-

saving (e.g., disapproval of capital punishment) or 

libertarian (e.g., approval of free speech for a racist) 

ideology (Granberg, 1978, 1981a; Ray & Lovejoy, 1982) but do 

appear to differ on ideological beliefs about family and 

gender roles and behavior (Fried, 1988; Ginsburg, 1986; 

Luker, 1984). 

How family-related variables are conceptualized, 

operationalized, and related to one another and in turn are 

related to abortion beliefs has not been systematically 

examined. Although previous studies suggest an inter

relationship of attitudes toward abortion and gender roles, 

those studies vary widely in definition and 

operationalization of both the independent and dependent 



variables, methodology, and theory. As a result, studies 

have followed divergent approaches. For example, in the 

attempt to understand what differentiates people into one or 

the other abortion stance, researchers have examined how 

abortion beliefs are related to demographic and 

socioeconomic factors (Blake, 1971, 1977; Blake & del Pinal, 

1980; Furstenberg, 1972; Granberg, 1978; Leahy, 1975; 

Milleti & Barnett, 1972; Rossi, 1966; Skerry, 1978; Szafran 

& Clagett, 1988; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969), ideological 

beliefs (Cutler, Lentz, Muha, & Riter, 1980; Ginsburg, 1986; 

Granberg, 1978; Singh & Leahy, 1978), attitudinal variables 

(Fried, 1988; Granberg & Denney, 1982; Szafran & Clagett, 

1988), reasoning styles (Belenky, 1978; Gilligan, 1977, 

1982; Gilligan & Belenky, 1980; Parsons, Richards, & Kanter, 

1990; Smetana, 1981, 1982), and personal histories 

(Ginsburg, 1987; Luker, 1984). The different approaches 

have resulted in sometimes overt and sometimes logical 

contradictions in their findings. 

The present study is designed to focus on a continuum 

of attitudes toward legal abortion as it relates to 

individuals' ideological beliefs about women's roles and 

behavior in society and the family. Specifically, the 

purpose of this study is to examine the degree to which 

individuals hold favorable attitudes toward legal abortion 

in the ten pregnancy conditions under state court 



jurisdiction, and the degree to which favorability toward 

legal abortion is related to their gender ideology, defined 

in terms of the dimensions of sexuality and motherhood 

beliefs. Further, the study will investigate the way in 

which these variables are related differently for males and 

females. This study will also attempt to correct some of 

the weaknesses in prior investigations of abortion 

attitudes. 

Weaknesses in Prior Studies 

Prior studies of abortion attitudes have been replete 

with weaknesses in three primary areas: inconsistent 

definition of the dependent variable, sampling biases, and 

atheoretical organization of the investigations. These 

weaknesses and means of correction are discussed in this 

section. 

Inconsistent Dependent Variable Measures 

There has been no common definition of "attitudes 

toward abortion." Several surveys have asked respondents to 

indicate whether or not they agreed that abortion should be 

legal in the three to eight pregnancy conditions that they 

were presented (Arney & Trescher, 1976; Blake, 1971; 

Granberg, 1978, 1981a; National Opinion Research Center, 

1974, 1975; Singh & Leahy, 1978). Some investigators have 

created an artificial dichotomy of positions toward abortion 



legality by examining responses of only those who favor or 

disfavor legal abortion under all of the pregnancy 

conditions presented (Singh & Leahy, 1978). Other 

researchers who examined positions on legal abortion as a 

dichotomous issue have arbitrarily divided the respondents' 

scores into two groups, pro-life or pro-choice, after 

summing the number of pregnancy conditions under which they 

favored legal abortion (Combs & Welch, 1982). Following 

this, both of these approaches have then compared these 

dichotomous groups on a number of demographic and 

ideological variables, ignoring those who offered "mixed" 

responses. 

Other studies have examined the relationship of the 

identical demographic or ideological variables with abortion 

beliefs, but defined the dependent variable in terms of 

social approval for females to obtain abortion (Finlay, 

1981; Granberg & Granberg, 1980; Granberg & Granberg, 

1985b). These studies have asked respondents whether they 

think women should acquire an abortion, given the pregnancy 

conditions presented. This approach implies that abortion 

is legally available for each circumstance. Not only does 

the "social" approach measure constructs which are different 

from the "legal" approach, it also may confound ideological 

independent variables such as family, gender, and 

conservative ideologies within the multi-dimensionality of 



the dependent variable. For example, some of the abortion 

options presented have included, "Do you think a woman ought 

to have an abortion when her husband disapproves?" or "Do 

you think teenagers ought to have an abortion without 

parental approval?" (Granberg & Granberg, 1985b). These 

questions may confound ideologies and interpersonal advice-

giving all within the dependent variable measure. Thus, 

although abortion beliefs in the family, social, and legal 

realms may be similar, there is no way to know if each level 

of analysis is tapping similar or different attitudes. 

Another weakness in measuring attitudes toward abortion 

is the confounding that has occurred in studies asking about 

respondents' personal approval of abortion, i.e., what thev 

would do under certain conditions (Finlay, 1981). This 

presents still another level of analysis whose correlates 

cannot be presumed to be comparable to the family, social, 

and legal levels. In addition, this approach may confound 

the effect of the respondent's sex. Because males do not 

have abortions, their responses cannot be analyzed as if 

they are identical to those of females'. Moreover, females' 

responses may vary widely depending on their age, marital 

status, and childbirthing experience. Another survey (NORC, 

1975) confounded those same demographic variables in both 

sides of the equation. The survey asked women whether thev 

would have an abortion under the various hypothetical 
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pregnancy conditions but asked men whether they would advise 

their wives to have an abortion under the same conditions. 

Therefore, this national survey not only asked two different 

questions, it mixed two levels of analysis (family/ 

interpersonal relationship and personal) in the inquiry of 

two different constructs (decision-making and advice-

giving) . Moreover, it may have confounded ideological 

beliefs about family and marital relationships with abortion 

opinions. 

In summary, the inconsistent results (to be further 

discussed in Chapter II) found in the relationship between 

"abortion attitudes" and ideological variables may have 

resulted because the investigations have actually measured 

different constructs. In fact, it has been found that minor 

variations in wording and ordering of the pregnancy 

circumstances yield significantly different patterns of 

responses (Wright & Rogers, 1987). Therefore, idiosyncratic 

levels of abortion support could be expected if different 

constructs are being measured by questions such as, "Do you 

favor the legalization of abortion for all women in the U.S. 

(legal approval), approve of women accessing abortions 

(social approval), approve of abortion for members of your 

own family (family approval), or would have an abortion 

yourself (personal approval)?" Any relationship between 

various pregnancy conditions and ideological beliefs may be 



due to an underlying system of values that has not yet been 

examined. Identifying and statistically controlling those 

underlying values may mitigate the effects of previously 

investigated demographic and ideological variables on 

abortion beliefs. 

Because it is impossible to disentangle some of the 

family-related ideological beliefs from advice-giving 

(social approval), decision-making (personal approval), and 

sex-specific relevance of abortion, this study will address 

the aspect of abortion approval which has equal relevance to 

both sexes, as voters: favorability of legal abortion in 

the ten pregnancy conditions being considered by the courts. 

Thus, this study will utilize the legal definition and will 

examine individuals' favorability toward legal abortion in 

relationship to their gender ideology. Gender ideology, it 

is argued here, comprises the underlying system that 

organizes other attitudes about reproduction and its 

control. 

Methodological Problems 

The second weakness in prior studies lies in 

methodological limitations. Sampling bias has constrained 

our understanding of attitudes toward abortion. Many of the 

studies that have investigated ideological or family-related 

variables have examined pro-life and pro-choice activists' 

responses (which may represent extreme views as well as a 
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biased demographic representation of the population) 

(Ginsburg, 1986; Granberg, 1981a, 1981b, 1981c, 1982a, 

1982b; Granberg & Denney, 1982; Luker, 1984). Other studies 

have examined college students' responses (which may 

represent unique parenting and life-span needs) (Fried, 

1988). Most of the studies have combined male and female 

responses in their analyses, a practice shown to 

statistically distort the relationship of ideological 

variables with abortion attitudes (Finlay, 1981). The 

findings of other studies, which have provided some of the 

most rich and suggestive data regarding how people think 

about abortion in relation to gender and family roles, have 

used qualitative methodologies (Ginsburg, 1984, 1986; Luker, 

1984) and have not been subjected to rigorous empirical 

test. The only study (Fried, 1988) which has utilized some 

of the findings from these ethnographic narratives found 

that items from the personal narratives form three 

attitudinal structures, but did not investigate how these 

attitudinal structures are related to individuals' abortion 

beliefs. The present study will address these 

methodological weaknesses by: (1) obtaining a 

representative adult sample of the population who are of 

voting age; (2) operationalizing and testing the sexuality 

and motherhood variables revealed in the ethnographic 

narratives; and (3) statistically controlling for the 
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effects of demographic variables which research has 

suggested are related to attitudes toward legal abortion. 

Atheoretical Approaches 

The third weakness in prior studies is the lack of 

theoretical conceptualization and organization. Because of 

the absence of theory, previous surveys have varied in their 

definition and operationalization of the constructs under 

investigation. Many of the studies have examined constructs 

with similar nominal definitions but with diverse empirical 

referents. For example, the relationship between "beliefs 

about women and gender" and abortion attitudes has been 

studied repeatedly. These studies, however, have utilized 

no theory to define "beliefs about women and gender," nor 

have they theoretically linked this variable with abortion 

attitudes. As a result, researchers have employed various 

nominal definitions and measures of this variable. They 

have used the terms "sex-role conventionality" (Finlay, 

1981), "women's rights" (Fried, 1988), "women's liberation" 

(Granberg, 1978, 1981a), "women's equality" (Granberg and 

Granberg, 1985b), "attitudes toward the women's movement" 

(Ebaugh & Haney, 1980), or "gender-role ideology" (Singh & 

Leahy, 1978). Further, each of these constructs has been 

measured in different ways, sometimes using only one item to 

measure gender beliefs (Singh & Leahy, 1978) and other times 
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using atheoretical combinations of several questions or 

items in unvalidated instrumentation. 

Thus, a systematic and theory-based examination of the 

gender ideology construct, i.e., beliefs about how women 

"should" be, and its relationship to abortion attitudes is 

the focus of this study. It is proposed that abortion 

attitudes ensue from one's gender ideology, in general, and 

from one's gender/sexuality and gender/social role 

(motherhood) ideology, specifically. The conceptualization 

of this investigation—and subsequent selection of variables 

and their hypothesized relationships—is guided by a 

feminist theoretical perspective. 

The Feminist Perspective 

The feminist perspective maintains that the 

contemporary form of the sex/gender system (Rubin, 1975) is 

culturally constructed, resulting in a "masculine" and a 

"feminine" gender. This perspective argues that the current 

sex/gender system is embedded in a patriarchal (father- and 

male-centered) social structure (Jaggar, 1983). In a 

patriarchal social structure, power and privilege are 

distributed according to biological sex, with males 

generally accorded positions of power and privilege and 

females both actively and subtly relegated to positions of 

subordination (Rich, 1976). Because primary gender 

differentiation is based on bodily functions—which include 
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reproduction and sex—feminists argue that the power of men 

to subjugate women includes control of women's sexuality and 

domination of women's reproductive capacities (Daly, 1973; 

Millett, 1970; Rich, 1976). 

Feminists note that gender role prescriptions have been 

woven into highly codified systems, although the symbolic 

systems and material conditions underpinning the sex/gender 

system have undergone continual historic and cultural 

tension and transformation (Robinson, 1984). They argue 

that the dominance-subordination scheme necessitates social 

institutions for the control of women and maintenance of 

gender (MacKinnon, 1982). This is accomplished and 

symbolized in institutions in the physical, psychic, family, 

social, religious, medical, and legal realms, all of which 

circumscribe control over women's sexuality, contraception, 

and abortion rights. Feminists believe that social and 

family institutions accomplish this control by means of 

denying women their reproductive choice and mandating 

motherhood (Chodorow, 1978; Dinnerstein, 197 6; Millett, 

1970; Rich, 1976; Robinson, 1984). 

Within the modern nuclear family, the feminist 

perspective maintains that an ideology develops wherein 

motherhood in tandem with sexuality is strictly forbidden 

(Chodorow, 1978; Rubin, 1975; Trask, 1986). The belief that 

mothers are to be asexual is reflected in theory (Benedek, 



14 

1968; Deutsch, 1945; Kestenberg, 1968) and research 

regarding stereotyped thinking about women (Garcia, 19 82, 

1983, 1984). Control of women's social role, which involves 

a control of motherhood and women's sexual behavior, along 

with a prescription of maternal asexuality, is a belief 

embraced and advocated by many women as well as men. Herein 

is the pervasive power of men over women's sexuality and its 

related functions (Brownmiller, 1975; Sapiro, 1986). Thus, 

a basic premise of the feminist perspective is that a 

"sexual understructure" is a fundamental source of women's 

oppression (MacKinnon, 1982; Millett, 1970; Rich, 1976; 

Trask, 1986). Feminists argue that restricting abortion 

rights is one way that this is accomplished. 

The Feminist Argument Regarding Abortion 

Feminists claim that to control, restrict, or threaten 

a woman's sexuality denies her independence and self-

control . They argue that an anti-abortion stance seeks to 

accomplish just that. Rich (1976) claims that the anti-

abortion movement's "deepest unwritten text is not about the 

right to life, but about women's right to be sexual, to 

separate sexuality from procreation, to have charge over our 

procreative capacities" (p. xvi), and that allowing the 

"discrete act" of abortion to be treated as the real issue 

has missed the complexity of the issue. Daly (1973) notes 

that "few if any feminists are deceived in this matter. 
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although male proponents of the repeal of abortion laws tend 

often to be short-sighted in this respect" (p. 112). 

Feminist scholars propose that the issues which 

organize the sex/gender system are the same issues that 

organize the reproductive choice controversy, both being a 

sexuality ideology (how women should behave, sexually) 

(Fried, 1988; Luker, 1984; Sapiro, 1986). Feminists argue 

that sexual ideology and gender ideology are both linked and 

interdependent (Sapiro, 1986). That is, both raise 

questions about women's power and freedom, and both rest on 

beliefs about whether women should have the power to express 

and direct themselves through their own choices. Thus, it 

appears that beliefs about women's sexuality are related to 

beliefs about women's reproduction choices and thus their 

social role, or mothering, choices. This study proposes 

that individuals' attitudes toward abortion legality are 

reflections of their gender ideology regarding the place and 

importance of women's sexuality and related role of 

mothering. In other words, it is proposed that when 

individuals are presented with circumstances of pregnancy, 

they utilize sexuality as a cognitive category in their 

evaluation of whether or not legal abortion should be 

admissible. 

The way in which gender-constructed sexuality, 

motherhood, and abortion attitudes are related has not been 
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empirically examined, although sexuality and motherhood 

attitudes appear to be related in social stereotypes about 

women. Social stereotypes interact with social cognition in 

that they form a "mental structure" (Schneider & Blankmeyer, 

1983) that is used to organize people's thinking. This 

mental structure of stereotypes about women then functions 

as a cognitive schema to organize perceptions and 

prescriptions about women and their appropriate gender-

relevant behavior and roles. Thus, the cognitive 

integration of selected biological, psychological, social, 

and cultural influences come to bear on beliefs about 

gender-appropriate behaviors and is proposed as being used 

by some people as a filter in arriving at their position on 

whether or not abortion should be legal. Cognitive schema 

theory provides a useful model for understanding the 

dimensions of gender; how they influence perception and 

thinking about incoming stimuli; and how sexuality, 

motherhood, and abortion variables could be related. 

Therefore, (gender) schema theory will be used to explain 

how individuals may process information about abortion 

legality. 

Schema Theory 

Schemata are assumed to exist as well-integrated 

knowledge structures in memory which serve as the background 

into which new stimuli can be assimilated and interpreted 
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quickly and easily (Alba & Hasher, 1983; Cantor & Mischel, 

1977; Markus, 1977; Taylor & Crocker, 1981). This new 

information then becomes a subset of information that 

ultimately is used in subsequent information processing. 

Thus, the schema model of information processing construes 

perception as a constructive process, or as a product of the 

interaction between the incoming information and the 

perceiver's pre-existing schema (Neisser, 1976; Taylor & 

Crocker, 1981). 

When a schema is used to encode incoming stimuli, the 

new information is evaluated according to the dimensions in 

the schema and judged by the stereotypes that structure the 

schema. Although an individual may possess several schemata 

which could be relevant to a given stimulus, the tendency of 

a person to utilize one versus another schema is referred to 

as the cognitive availability of the schema (Nisbett & Ross, 

1980; Tversky & Kahneman, 1973; 1974) and is of primary 

interest in this study. In short, people's perceptions and 

actions reflect the kinds of biases that schema-directed 

selectivity would produce (Nisbett & Ross, 1980; Taylor & 

Crocker, 1981). Gender is utilized as one such schematic 

structure. 

Gender Schema Theory 

An attempt to understand (and measure) how people 

perceive their social environment in gender-related terms 
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was the focus of Bem's research agenda (1979, 1981a, 1981b). 

The novel aspect of her work was to link gender and 

schematic processing in theory and empirical research, hence 

the gender schema theory. According to Bem (1981b), 

individuals who are gender-schematic rely heavily on gender 

stereotypes and symbols to understand the social world. 

When gender stereotypes are used to organize incoming 

information, there is a readiness to encode and evaluate a 

variety of stimuli on the basis of gender associations. 

Bem argued that when gender-schematic individuals 

evaluate incoming information, they do so in terms of the 

stereotyped connotations that are presumed to be salient in 

their thinking (Bem, 1981a). Thus, they have the propensity 

to automatically encode and evaluate new stimuli in terms of 

their salient gender biases, when other categories could be 

used just as well (Bem, 1981a). For example, Bem (1981a) 

found that when given a list of words to sort, gender-

schematic individuals spontaneously group attributes and 

behaviors into masculine and feminine categories despite the 

words' differences on a variety of dimensions unrelated to 

gender (e.g., sorting items like "eagle" or "assertive" into 

a masculine category and items like "tender" and 

"nightingale" into a feminine category). 

Although gender schema theory was based on the idea 

that schema could develop around any domain (including 
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gender), the conceptualization of gender itself has been 

limited. A number of researchers (e.g., Huston, 1983; 

Spence & Helmreich, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981; Spence, 

Helmreich, & Stapp, 1975) have argued that the traditional 

way of conceptualizing gender and measuring gender-schematic 

individuals was not valid, in that what has been tapped are 

the personality traits of instrumentality and expressivity. 

They claim that these two uncorrelated traits are related to 

gender, but are virtually universal personality dimensions 

and by no means constitute a definitive measure of gender. 

A substantial body of evidence exists which supports this 

argument (Baucom, 1980; Lippa & Beauvais, 1983; Orlofsky, 

1981; Edwards & Spence, 1987; Storms, 1979; Thomas & 

Reznikoff, 1984). 

Spence and her colleagues (e.g., Spence, 1985; Spence & 

Helmreich, 1978; Spence & Sawin, 1984) assert that 

observable gender differences are multidimensional rather 

than unidimensional, with the gender-role phenomenon being 

far more complex than previously conceptualized. Others 

agree, insisting that personality traits represent only part 

of the gender-role picture (Huston, 1983) and, as such, may 

not be tapping other salient dimensions of gender such as a 

sexual self-concept (Myers & Gonda, 1982a, 1982b). The 

result of these criticisms has been a research agenda that 
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has focused on identifying the multiple dimensions of 

gender. 

The present state of gender schema research assumes 

that gender is a multidimensional construct (Marsh & Myers, 

1986), with an emphasis on the structure and function of its 

dimensions, the manner in which they are linked, and the 

ways in which they are situationally specific. Guided by 

this perspective, Deaux and Lewis (1983, 1984) provided a 

multicomponent framework for understanding gender 

stereotypes. They identified four dimensions—personality 

traits, role behaviors, physical characteristics, and 

occupational preferences—and described the inferential 

links among the dimensions. Although they did not identify 

sexuality as a dimension of gender, they found that the 

gender dimensions they identified were linked to perceptions 

of others' sexual orientation, which respondents considered 

were gender-based. The present study proposes that 

sexuality is not only a distinct dimension of gender, but it 

also is a dominant one. 

The basic tenet of schema theory is that it is 

possible, in principle, for any individual in any situation 

to perceive stimuli as multidimensional and therefore to 

categorize them in a variety of ways. Some scholars 

(Markus, Crane, Bernstein, & Siladi, 1982) proposed that 

schemata could develop around virtually any domain, but are 
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particularly likely to develop around physically salient 

characteristics. Others (Andersen & Bem, 1981) have found 

that physical attributes are perceived in a sexual and 

gender-linked manner. The notion that sexuality could be a 

dimension of gender and a potent organizer for evaluating 

stimuli was noted by Bem in her initial formulation of 

gender schema theory (Bem, 1981a). She suggested that 

heterosexuality was probably a subschema, defining it as a 

generalized readiness to encode all cross-sex interaction in 

sexual terms rather than in terms of other dimensions that 

are more individuating or more relevant to the situational 

context. Although this idea was not developed by herself or 

others, the present study proposes that sexuality is a 

dimension of gender and that it functions as a cognitive 

schema. It will be hypothesized that it becomes a filtering 

structure for encoding and evaluating the issue of abortion 

legality. 

Although gender schema theory and gender stereotypes 

research share theoretical roots (prototype theory) (cf.. 

Cantor & Mischel, 1979), sexuality has not been 

conceptualized and analyzed in terms of an information 

processing model. Because a schema is simply the mental 

structure of the social stereotype (Schneider & Blankmeyer, 

1983), the constructive process of cognition may structure 
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gender-based sexuality stereotypes into a schema for some 

people. 

It has been found that a gender-based stereotype of 

sexuality does exist in people's perception. This study 

proposes that these gender-based sexuality stereotypes are 

used by some people as a schematic way (herein termed 

sexuality/gender schema) for viewing and evaluating abortion 

legality, and more so by those who disapprove of it. It is 

proposed that the abortion issue elicits the sexuality/ 

gender schema due to the inter-related dimensions of the two 

constructs. That is, the schema of women's sexuality is 

comprised of two dimensions, sexual behavior and motherhood, 

(the same two dimensions discussed earlier by feminists); 

and the abortion issue, as well, is related to sexuality and 

motherhood issues. 

The Sexuality/Gender Stereotype 

It has been well-documented that individuals view other 

people and situations in sexual terms and then form 

subsequent judgments based on those perceptions (Abbey, 

1982; Abbey & Melby, 1986; Garcia 1982, 1983, 1984; Garcia & 

Derfel, 1983; Garcia & Kushier, 1987). Further, multiple 

components of sexuality and sexual behavior are clustered in 

people's perception as distinct dimensions that characterize 

one or the other gender. These sexuality/gender stereotypes 

then appear as a distinct and salient construct used by many 
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individuals to classify and make inferences about other 

individuals (Garcia, 1983), social roles (Istvan & Griffitt, 

1980), non-verbal cues (Abbey, Cozzarelli, McLaughlin, & 

Harnish, 1987; Abbey & Melby, 1986; Garcia & Derfel, 1983), 

and interpersonal situations and friendships (Abbey, 1982, 

1987). The sexuality/gender stereotypes are sex-specific 

but are not mirror images of one another. They are more 

complex for women than for men and seem to be linked to 

other domains of gender—such as personality and social 

roles—for women more than for men. For example, it has 

been shown that for a woman to be considered appropriately 

feminine—how well she conforms to traditionally prescribed 

gender divisions—she must possess characteristics that are 

considered culturally appropriate to female sexual roles 

(Peplau & Gordon, 1983). The complexity of the sexuality 

stereotype for women is due to its being classified into two 

conceptually distinct dimensions—sexuality and motherhood— 

plus an affective component (Clifton, McGrath, & Wick, 1976; 

Garcia, 1982). 

The sexuality/gender stereotype for women prescribes 

that sexuality and motherhood are mutually exclusive, termed 

by some as a "madonna/whore" duality (Bernard, 1972; 

Bullough & Bullough, 1974; Clifton, McGrath, & Wick, 1976; 

Figes, 1970; Garcia, 1982, 1983, 1984; Hays, 1972). In 

other words, mothers are to be asexual females (madonnas) 
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and sexual females are non-mothers (whores). The affective 

component includes a negative judgment for out-of-role 

females (Garcia, 1982). Thus, if females are to be mothers, 

then they are to be asexual and are judged according to that 

standard. (This prescription is congruent with the analysis 

of oppression presented in feminist discourse.) Therefore, 

sexual ideology appears to be associated with gender 

ideology. In other words, beliefs about women's appropriate 

sexual behavior are borne out of ideology about women and 

their role and behavior in society. 

It has been found repeatedly that sexually experienced 

women are generally viewed negatively (Clifton, McGrath, & 

Wick, 1976; Garcia, 1982, 1983, 1984). Further, it appears 

that women and motherhood are closely linked, if not 

synonymous, in people's thinking. Although the interaction 

of attitudes about sexuality and motherhood and their 

relation to abortion attitudes has not been empirically 

tested, the abortion research literature suggests that such 

a relationship probably exists. 

Relationship of Sexuality, Motherhood. 
And Abortion Attitudes 

It has been well documented that a positive 

relationship exists between favorability toward abortion and 

permissive sexual attitudes (Finlay, 1981; Granberg, 1978, 

1981a, 1981b; Granberg & Granberg, 1985b; Singh, Erickson, & 
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Williams, 1977; Singh & Leahy, 1978), although the aspects 

of sexual permissiveness have not been identified. 

Individuals who hold more favorable attitudes toward 

abortion are also those who are more likely to be in middle 

and above-average income ranges, to have professional 

occupations, to have a baccalaureate degree or more 

(Burnham, 1983; Henshaw, Forrest, & Blaine, 1984; Leahy, 

1975; Prager, 1985; Rossi, 1967; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 

1969), to have less frequent attendance at religious 

services (Maxwell, 1970; Peterson & Mauss, 1976; Rossi, 

1967), and to have a more liberal religious affiliation 

(Granberg, 1981b; Jaffe, Lindheim, & Lee, 1981; Paige, 1983; 

Staggenborg, 1987) than individuals who disfavor abortion. 

These demographic variables are also positively related to 

permissive sexual attitudes (Granberg, 1978, 1981a, 1981b; 

Granberg & Granberg, 1985b; Singh, Erickson, & Williams, 

1977; Singh & Leahy, 1978), indicating that the demographic 

variables have an indirect effect on abortion attitudes and 

may be mediated by sexual attitudes. 

Hints of a sexuality ideology and motherhood ideology 

relationship are found in the abortion research literature. 

Individuals who oppose abortion address sexuality in terms 

of its function within the family configuration. These 

individuals argue that sexual activity is to take place only 

within a heterosexual marriage, accompanied by a willingness 
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to accept childbirth at any time (Luker, 1984). Those who 

disapprove of abortion also disapprove of sexual 

permissiveness and express similar concerns about both 

issues, each related to concerns about family roles and 

motherhood. They argue that either permissiveness toward 

sexuality or abortion would lead to the extinction of 

motherhood. Those who disapprove of abortion generally 

report also that women's social role is to be restricted to 

that of wife and mother. This relationship has been 

minimally (and unintentionally) included in nomothetic 

studies (Finlay, 1981), but intensely examined in 

ethnographic ones (Ginsburg, 1986; Luker, 1984). 

Ethnographic studies analyzing the relationship between 

motherhood and abortion beliefs found that although women in 

general agree on the importance of motherhood (Ginsburg, 

1986; Langsdale, 1986), the differences in their motherhood 

views are ideological. Based on responses provided by women 

in her comprehensive ethnographic study, Luker (1984) argues 

that two ideological world views lead to differentiated ways 

of perceiving women, their place in society, and 

subsequently their right to abortion. Those who do not 

favor legal abortion insist that females should become 

mothers, whereas those who favor legal abortion insist that 

motherhood is an option. Those who do not favor legal 

abortion claim that "true femininity" is self-sacrificing 
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and mandates motherhood (Ginsburg, 1987). Because these 

women maintain that the salient role for women is 

motherhood, it is hypothesized here that they embrace the 

related sexuality stereotype (i.e., that mothers should be 

asexual) which they use in their evaluation of legal 

abortion. On the other hand, the view that the prescription 

of compulsory motherhood is limiting, controlling, and 

oppressive to women (Rich, 197 6) is embraced by women who 

favor the right to choose abortion (Luker, 1984). It is 

hypothesized here that these women do not utilize a 

sexuality stereotype when they evaluate legal abortion. 

The idea that motherhood saliency bears upon abortion 

disapproval is revealed, as well, in its relationship with 

demographic factors. For example, women who are less 

favorable toward abortion are members of the cohort who are 

new mothers and the cohort of their mothers (the new 

grandmothers) (Ginsburg, 1987). Those past childbirthing 

age indicate the highest favorability toward abortion 

(Ginsburg, 1987). 

Other research indicates a negative relationship 

between abortion favorability and "desire for children" 

(Granberg, 1978; Granberg & Granberg, 1985a; Singh & Leahy, 

1978; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969; Westoff & Westoff, 

1971). Finlay (1981) found that as the desired number of 

children increased and as respondents believed more strongly 
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that children "make life complete," favorability toward 

abortion decreased. Analysis of these responses in context 

with the "mother mandate" responses gives the impression 

that respondents are addressing the importance of women 

becoming mothers devoted to their family and childbirthing 

(accomplished by restricting their sexual behavior, past and 

present) as opposed to addressing the importance of adults ̂  

in general, becoming parents. For example, pro-life women 

in Luker's (1984) ethnographic study maintained that all 

married women should be mothers, and once they are mothers, 

their obligation is to be toward their children, which 

brings a number of prohibitions, one being restricted sexual 

behavior. 

From multiple sources—the feminist paradigm, gender 

schema theory, social stereotypes, and empirical findings— 

evidence indicates that people's abortion attitudes are 

shaped by their attitudes toward female sexuality and 

motherhood. Because an investigation of those relationships 

has not been completed, this study is intended to contribute 

to scholarship in this area. 

Hypotheses 

In summary, the purpose of this study is to examine 

male and female levels of favorability toward legal abortion 

in relationship to their (a) gender ideology, (b) sexuality 
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ideology, and (c) motherhood ideology. These relationships 

will be examined by testing the following hypotheses. 

Male and Female Demographic Variables 

Because previous studies have not found sex differences 

regarding the relationship of demographic variables and 

favorability toward abortion, the following hypotheses are 

formed for both male and female adults: 

HI: There will be no significant sex difference in the 

relationship between demographic variables, (i.e., religious 

fundamentalism, religiosity, education, social class 

[occupational prestige and income], age, and number of 

children) and sexual ideology (i.e., non-permissive 

attitudes regarding female sexual behavior) and motherhood 

ideology (i.e., traditional attitudes toward motherhood and 

salience of its role for women). For the purpose of this 

study, and in the following hypotheses, sexual ideology will 

refer to traditional (i.e., non-permissive) attitudes toward 

sexual behavior. Likewise, motherhood ideology will refer 

to traditional attitudes toward motherhood, i.e., prescribed 

and exclusive motherhood. 

Hla: The demographic variables will have no 

independent effect on favorability toward legal abortion. 

Hlb: Adherence to fundamentalist religious doctrine is 

positively related to sexual ideology and motherhood 

ideology. 
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Hlc: Religiosity is positively related to sexual 

ideology and motherhood ideology. 

Hid: The level of formal education is inversely 

related to sexual ideology and motherhood ideology. 

Hie: Social class is inversely related to sexual 

ideology and motherhood ideology. 

Hlf: Age is inversely related to sexual ideology and 

motherhood ideology. 

Hlg: The number of children in the family is 

positively related to sexual ideology and motherhood 

ideology. 

The Female Model 

Based on the arguments presented in this chapter, the 

following hypotheses are proposed for adult females: 

H2: Utilization of a sexuality schema is negatively 

related to favorability toward abortion. 

H3: Sexual ideology is inversely related to 

favorability of attitudes toward legal abortion. 

H3a: Sexual ideology will have its weakest effect on 

abortion attitudes in conditions of high utilization of a 

sexuality schema. 

H4: Motherhood ideology is inversely related to 

favorability of attitudes toward legal abortion. 

This study hypothesizes a sex difference in the ways in 

which the sexuality and motherhood ideology variables are 
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related to one another and to abortion. For females, 

hypotheses 2-4 indicate a direct and similar relationship 

between motherhood ideology and sexual ideology with 

favorability toward legal abortion. This will be tested by 

a series of path analyses according to the model that is 

diagramed in Figure 1. This model indicates that the 

ideology variables provide a direct influence on legal 

abortion attitudes, and the demographic variables provide an 

indirect influence on legal abortion attitudes via the 

intervening ideology variables. The model for males is 

hypothesized as being different than that for females. 

The Male Model 

It has been found that males exhibit less variability 

than females in their propensity to construe stimuli in 

sexual terms, although they indicate variability in their 

sexual ideologies and motherhood ideologies. Research has 

revealed that males tend to view situations, people, and 

relationships in general in more sexual terms than women do 

(Abbey, 1982, 1987; Goodchilds & Zellman, 1984; Mark & 

Miller, 1986; Shetland & Craig, 1985). Abbey (1982) found 

that males tend to perceive stimulus persons in more sexual 

terms than females perceive them even when only non-verbal 

cues were provided (Abbey, Cozzarelli, McLaughlin, & 

Harnish, 1987; Abbey & Melby, 1986). Other evidence has 

shown that males judge female targets as generally sexual. 
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whereas female subjects' vary their ratings, based more on 

the information given them about the target (Mark & Miller, 

1986). This study thus proposes that legal abortion will 

serve as one such non-verbal cue and that males will 

generally utilize a sexuality schema in their perceptions of 

the presented pregnancy conditions for abortion legality 

regardless of their abortion position. The sexuality/gender 

schema is thus treated as a constant, rather than as a 

variable, in the male model, whereas for females, the 

propensity to utilize a sexuality/gender schema is 

considered a major influence on their abortion position. 

The necessary ingredient for differentiating males' attitude 

toward legal abortion appears to be the saliency of the 

motherhood belief. 

Research findings show that when males are asked about 

their abortion beliefs, the one "gender belief" item that 

clearly differentiates them is that "the most important role 

for women is that they become a wife and mother" (Finlay, 

1981), that "motherhood is women's highest calling" 

(Granberg, 1978), and that "women have as many children as 

God desires" (Granberg & Granberg, 1985b). Therefore, it is 

deduced that when motherhood is believed to be the salient 

social role for women, it is that belief that is both 

necessary and sufficient to diminish the influence of men's 

attitudes about women's sexuality on their attitudes about 
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abortion. It is hypothesized here that the motherhood 

saliency belief acts as the dimension of the sexuality/ 

gender stereotype that activates its filtering influence, 

overrides the influence of all other variables, and thus 

differentiates males' abortion beliefs. This relationship 

is diagramed in Figure 2. The following hypotheses are 

proposed for males regarding the relationship of sexual 

ideology, motherhood ideology, and abortion attitudes: 

H5: Sexual ideology is inversely related to 

favorability of attitudes toward legal abortion. 

H6: Motherhood ideology is inversely related to 

favorability of attitudes toward legal abortion. 

H7: An extreme motherhood saliency belief will 

mitigate the effects of all other variables on abortion 

beliefs and will predict consistent disapproval of abortion 

under any pregnancy condition. 

Chapter II will review and discuss quantitative and 

qualitative investigations that examined these variables and 

their inter-relationship. Chapter III will present the 

methodology for testing these hypotheses. 
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Figure 1.1 
Female Model 
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Figure 1.2 
Male Model 



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

In order to better understand individuals' attitudes 

toward the legal abortion issue, the present study will 

examine the way that gender schema influences those 

attitudes. Chapter II is a review of research that suggests 

the present study's hypothesis that people make judgments 

about the acceptability of legal abortion based on the two 

stereotyped dimensions of the sexuality/gender schema, i.e., 

their attitudes about women's sexuality and the extent to 

which they see women defined by the role of motherhood. The 

following section will review schema research that supports 

the idea that motherhood and sexuality stereotypes are 

salient dimensions in people's gender schema. Although some 

important functions of schema are known, there is also much 

unknown regarding the schematic processing of information. 

Schema Theory 

Schema theory asserts that when individuals use a 

category for constructing mental schemes (Alba & Hasher, 

1983; Cantor & Mischel, 1977; Markus, 1977; Taylor & 

Crocker, 1981), the schemes then are used to process 

information that is both qualitatively and quantitatively 

different from non-schematic information processing. Two 

unique functions of schematic processing indicates that a 

schema is being utilized. 

36 
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One function is that information encoding and recall 

are assumed to be facilitated as a function of the 

activation of schemata. Thus, individuals will readily 

encode, evaluate, and remember information in a variety of 

realms of the environment in terms of the activated schema. 

Another function of schematic processing is that individuals 

fill in missing data—in a manner consistent with the 

organization of the schema—in cases where the perceiver 

does not have access to all the relevant information about 

an event or person. Thus, if individuals spontaneously 

encode and organize information on the basis of some 

underlying schema or network of associations, then thinking 

of one schema-related item enhances the probability of 

thinking of another (Bem, 1981a; Fiske & Neuberg, 1987; 

Locksley, Borgida, Brekke, & Hepburn, 1980; Mills, 1983). 

Likewise, thinking of one gender dimension enhances the 

probability of thinking of a related dimension (Deaux & 

Lewis, 1984; Jackson & Cash, 1985). 

The present study presumes that both of these functions 

of schema are occurring when individuals evaluate legal 

abortion. It also assumes that there are gaps in our 

knowledge about each of these functions that leave us with 

many unknowns regarding schematic processing of abortion 

information. The present study will address these gaps in 

knowledge. 
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Regarding the first function, many investigations have 

examined how schema are used in evaluating target "person 

information" but have not extended their findings to how 

schema are used in evaluating "environmental information." 

Thus, the present study will assess legal abortion 

information as an index of gender schematic processing. 

Regarding the second function, because motherhood has not 

been identified and sexuality has not been studied as 

dimensions of gender, the ways that they interact with one 

another and take cognitive priority over other schema or 

other information have not been examined. Therefore, the 

present study will identify and examine these two dimensions 

and their saliency in people's thinking. The study will 

also assess how these dimensions are differentially weighted 

and related to each other. These two issues will be 

discussed more fully here. 

Gender Dimensions of Personal 
and Environmental Information 

The first issue in gender schema research that the 

present study seeks to address is the kinds of stimuli that 

are schematically encoded. As noted in Chapter I, the 

sexuality/gender schema is the major organizer of the 

present study. The idea that a sexuality dimension exists 

in gender schema has been tangentially addressed over the 

years, but its obvious link with physical attributes 

probably renders it being an organizer of both person and 
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environmental information. For example, early in conceptual 

thinking about the multidimensionality of gender, 

Constantinople (1973) stated that there are a number of 

probable components of gender: "appearance, reproductive 

capacity, social and/or occupation role" (p. 391). Of these 

components, only the dimension of "reproductive capacity" 

was ignored in subsequent research. Although it has been 

suggested that heterosexuality is probably a potent 

organizer for incoming information (Bem, 1981a), that sexual 

connotations and physical characteristics are closely linked 

(Abbey, Cozzarelli, McLaughlin, & Harnish, 1987; Abbey & 

Melby, 1986; Garcia & Derfel, 1983), and that physical 

characteristics are organized as a gender schema (Andersen & 

Bem, 1981; Markus, Crane, Bernstein, & Siladi, 1982), schema 

theory has not specifically addressed a sexuality dimension 

of gender schema. 

Because environmental cues elicit sexuality stereotypes 

about a target person, abortion information as an 

environmental cue may elicit similar stereotypes. For 

instance, non-verbal cues about women—including 

interpersonal distance and contact (Abbey & Melby, 1986), 

and clothing (Abbey, Cozzarelli, McLaughlin, & Harnish, 

1987)—elicit sexuality stereotypes about women. Female 

non-verbal behaviors in relation to male non-verbal 

behaviors—including physical elevation, space, and head/eye 

aversion—elicit sexuality stereotypes (Garcia & Derfel, 
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1983). In addition, when subjects are made aware of target 

females' nontraditional attitudes about gender roles, 

subjects have been found to employ sexuality stereotypes 

about the targets (Garcia, 1984). 

If these environmental cues can elicit a sexuality 

stereotype, then the gender-relevant situation of legal 

abortion (which would indicate females' sexual activity and 

motherhood role) may activate a sexuality schema in a 

similar manner. The pregnancy conditions are hypothesized 

to connote both motherhood and sexual behavior, leading to 

the second issue in knowledge about gender schematic 

processing. 

The second issue concerns the basis by which people 

fill in missing areas of knowledge about incoming 

information. Previous research on this phenomenon has 

focused on personality/gender traits. Therefore, it is 

unknown if the same, or similar, processes are occurring in 

other gender dimensions, i.e., motherhood and sexuality. It 

has been found that the schema or dimension that takes 

cognitive priority over others is the one which is most 

relevant to the situation under evaluation (Spence, 1984). 

The schema or dimensions most relevant to legal abortion 

judgments are unknown. 

Gender schema theory initially assumed that classes of 

observable gender-differentiating qualities (such as 

behaviors, roles, attitudes, and personality traits) were 
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inter-related so that observers could make predictions about 

a stimulus from one to the other dimension, equally. The 

growing body of literature, however, casts doubts on these 

assumptions, suggesting instead that gender-differentiating 

qualities are not only multidimensional in structure, but 

the dimensions are not necessarily equal in strength and in 

relationship to other dimensions of gender (Ashmore & Del 

Boca, 1979; Deaux & Lewis, 1984; Edwards & Spence, 1987) and 

differ in their ability to implicate each other (Jackson & 

Cash, 1985). 

Schema research has found that the category that is 

central in one's thinking is the category that has the power 

to completely alter impressions about the stimuli that 

subjects previously held and to influence the formation of 

new impressions (Fiske & Pavalechak, 1986). Categories that 

are central are integrated across domains, carry more 

information than other categories about the stimulus, and 

are associated strongly with other categories (Andersen & 

Klatzky, 1987; Schneider, Hastorf, & Ellsworth, 1979). 

Centrality has been operationally defined as the number of 

traits that subjects generate in response to the label 

(O'Leary & Hansen, 1984). Therefore, when the category has 

a strong association with other features, it serves as a 

central category (Brewer, 1988) and thus becomes weighted 

(Futoran & Wyer, 1986; Hilton & Fein, 1989). The present 

study hypothesizes that motherhood is a central category 
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relevant to the abortion issue under evaluation. For those 

males and females who employ motherhood as a central 

category, the sexuality schema is more likely to be 

activated and thus associated with abortion attitudes. 

Thus, certain schema and their dimensions become "weighted" 

and become more influential filters of information than 

other schema or their dimensions. 

A schema or its dimension's weight depends on the 

number of associations with it (Fiske & Pavalechak, 1986; 

Schaller & Maass, 1989), its usefulness as a schematic 

organizer across many social judgment tasks (Hilton & Fein, 

1989), or its saliency as the perceptual context of the 

stimuli (O'Leary & Hansen, 1984). Thus, the more central 

the category, the more salient it is as a contextual 

organizer for evaluating the stimulus in unknown areas, and 

the more likely is it to take cognitive priority and to 

override other stimulus information or potential categories. 

Only the gender dimensions of personality traits, social 

role behaviors, physical characteristics, and occupational 

preferences have been examined in this manner. The 

motherhood and sexuality dimensions have not been addressed, 

but are argued as being more central than those dimensions 

previously addressed. 

Categories that become salient are those that are part 

of a larger network that assigns the category broad, 

functional significance (Bem, 1984; O'Leary & Hansen, 1984). 
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Motherhood is one such category in the larger cultural-

historical network. Social categories such as motherhood 

may be more closely associated with other gender stereotypes 

than are personality traits or even biological sex, 

especially if the social category is relevant to the 

judgment task at hand (Ashmore & Del Boca, 1979). Although 

Schaller and Maass (1989) proposed that the social category 

of "motherhood" is one such salient category and is more 

distinct than the broad category of "female" for eliciting 

gender stereotypes, this idea has not been tested in 

relation to abortion attitudes or other phenomena. 

Motherhood may be the salient gender stereotype used by 

those who perceive women as homogeneous members of a group 

(Park & Rothbart, 1982) and consider women as less distinct 

from each other than they consider men from each other 

(Zarate & Smith, 1990). If the social role category (i.e., 

motherhood) is a salient category of gender in certain 

tasks, that could account for the lack of relationship 

between gender/personality trait schema (as traditionally 

conceptualized and measured) and evaluations of the target's 

gender-relevant behaviors (Helmreich, Spence, & Holahan, 

1979; Hollinger, 1984; Klein & Willerman, 1979; Lippa & 

Beauvais, 1983; Mills & Tyrrell, 1983; Orlofsky, 1981; 

Yanico, 1981). Thus, the social category of motherhood may 

be the perceptual context within which other gender 

information is assumed and judged. The present study 
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proposes that the social category of "motherhood" is one 

such central category, the most salient one for some 

individuals, and the context for abortion information 

evaluation. 

If motherhood is a central category by which women are 

perceived, then it is likely to cue the sexuality/gender 

schema. The present study hypothesizes that the greater 

one's belief that the social category for women should be 

motherhood relative to other social roles for females, the 

more weight this dimension should have in overriding other 

competing variables when the perceiver evaluates the 

pregnancy circumstances for legal abortion. In other words, 

if a person believes that motherhood is intrinsically 

associated with womanhood, then legal abortion availability 

should serve as environmental information that elicits the 

related gender schema dimensions of both (a)sexuality and 

motherhood. This is the sexuality/gender schema that the 

present study hypothesizes is the organizer of attitudes 

toward legal abortion. The study also hypothesizes the 

process to vary by sex, although sex differences have been 

largely ignored in information processing and totally 

ignored in gender schema theory. 

The processing of gender-relevant information appears 

to vary by sex. In many gender-relevant areas, it has been 

found that female respondents are sensitive to individuating 

information about female targets, but males perceive female 
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targets according to gender stereotypes (Endo, 1984). A 

common finding is that males make more negative judgments 

about females than females do (Garcia, 1983, 1984). These 

studies revealed, however, that many females apparently hold 

gender stereotypes, utilize gender schema, and make 

judgments about women in a manner similar to that of many 

men. Whether persons utilize global gender evaluations or a 

specific gender schema may vary be sex or may vary by 

situation. Research has not given attention to this 

specific question. 

Sex differences in schematic processing of gender. The 

standard by which women are evaluated appears to vary by 

sex. People may be automatically employing a gender schema, 

or they may be judging the targets' congruency with 

behaviors that they prescribe for women. When the perceiver 

is a member of the same sex as the target, (e.g., a female 

evaluating a pregnant female), she considers both the target 

and the target person's behavior as deviant if she thinks 

either is out-of-role for females (Bond, 1981; Sanders, 

1980). When the perceiver is a member of the other sex 

(e.g., a male evaluating a pregnant female), however, the 

perceiver is likely to judge the target by his held gender 

stereotype regardless of the targets' behavior, i.e., 

without first evaluating the "appropriateness" of the 

females' behavior. It is therefore argued that female 

respondents who view the pregnancy conditions for legal 
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abortion as out-of-role feminine behavior are utilizing a 

sexuality/gender schema and are evaluating legal abortion 

negatively, as representing a deviant, or gender-

inappropriate behavior for females. On the other hand, 

regardless of the pregnancy circumstances, males may be 

generally utilizing a broader gender stereotype that is more 

encompassing than simply the sexuality stereotype. Thus, if 

males embrace motherhood as the primary social category for 

women, then the pregnancy conditions that males consider as 

"out-of-role" for females are any that they perceive as 

being incongruent with the mothering role. 

It is hypothesized that because abortion signifies 

pregnancy, both sexual behavior and the maternity role are 

involved in shaping people's abortion attitudes. Thus, 

respondents who hold motherhood as the salient social role 

for women will probably utilize the sexuality/gender schema, 

and the availability of legal abortion may trigger 

perceptions of gender-incongruent behavior (i.e., heightened 

sexual behavior) for females, resulting in it being judged 

negatively. 

Research indicates that sex differences in judgments 

may appear in processing information about women's "social 

role" behaviors, although the two dimensions of sexuality 

and motherhood have yet to be examined. Thus, it is unknown 

as to how these two dimensions are related to one another 

and how they are related to other gender dimensions. 
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Empirical evidence does indicate that attitudes toward 

sexual behavior and motherhood are stereotyped and are 

related to attitudes toward legal abortion (Granberg, 197 8; 

Singh & Leahy, 1978). The empirical relationship between 

sexuality and motherhood attitudes have not been examined, 

however. Instead, sexuality attitudes have been most 

closely examined in nomothetic studies, motherhood attitudes 

in ethnographic studies, and neither in systematic nor 

validated ways. Although it is clear that sexuality 

expectations differ for females as opposed to those for 

males, the role of motherhood attitudes have not been 

related to this differentiation. The following section will 

discuss gender-specific attitudes about sexual behavior. 

The Dimensions of the Sexuality/Gender Schema 

Research regarding individuals' perceptions of other's 

sexual behavior indicates the existence of well-structured 

stereotypes that are gender-specific, i.e., what is expected 

and judged as appropriate for women and men are different 

from one another. Studies have examined this from a "double 

standard" construct of sexuality. According to the double 

standard, sexual abstinence is the prescribed norm for 

females, whereas for males, sexual behavior is seen as 

central to a masculine identity (Gross, 1978) and is 

accepted, if not encouraged (Christensen & Gregg, 1970; 

DeLamater & MacCorquodale, 1979; Snell & Belk, 1986). 
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Although several studies have indicated a decline of a 

"double standard" of sexuality (Curran, 1975; Garcia, 1982, 

1983, 1984; Hunt, 1974; Mark & Miller, 1986; Paplau, Rubin, 

& Hill, 1977), it is suggested that the double standard 

persists in terms of behavioral expectations (Hunt, 1974; 

Komarovsky, 1976; Paplau, Rubin, & Hill, 1977) and judgments 

(Garcia, 1982, 1983). The legal abortion controversy is 

argued as an indication of its existence. 

In a study specifically designed to investigate the 

double standard of sexuality, Mark and Miller (1986) 

believed that they had failed to replicate the results of 

earlier studies by Abbey (1982) and Shetland and Craig 

(1985), which found that males view other people in more 

sexual terms than females view them. The researchers 

presented subjects with a transcript of an interview between 

a clinical psychologist and a student and asked the subjects 

to rate the target student on agreeability/adjustment and on 

sexuality/sexual interest. Two independent variables were 

manipulated in the transcripts. They were target sex and 

sexual permissiveness, which included a virgin condition, a 

casual-sex condition, a relationship-sex condition, and a 

control condition. Mark and Miller (1986) found that 

subjects' ratings varied according to their sex and their 

gender-role attitudes (labeled as liberal or traditional) 

based on their responses on the Attitude Toward Women Scale 

(Spence, Helmreich, & Stapp, 1975). 
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On the agreeable scale, traditional male and female 

subjects rated casual-sex female targets as less agreeable 

than they rated casual-sex males. This same distinction was 

made by liberal male subjects, but not by liberal female 

subjects, who Mark and Miller believed evidenced a reverse 

double standard. Liberal females judged virgin and control 

female targets as less agreeable than they judged male 

targets in the same conditions. Traditional males saw 

female targets as less agreeable than male targets 

regardless of sexual permissiveness levels. Mark and Miller 

(1986) interpreted these findings to mean that traditional 

males showed judgments that are "sexist but not due to a 

sexual double standard" (p. 318). 

On the sexual scale, traditional subjects ascribed more 

sexuality than liberal subjects to female targets. 

Traditional subjects saw virgin targets of both sexes as 

less sexual than control targets, and ascribed significantly 

more sexuality to targets in the relationship-sex and 

casual-sex conditions, which did not statistically differ 

from each other. Traditional male subjects ascribed 

significantly more sexuality to female than to male targets 

in the control group and casual-sex conditions, seemingly 

exhibiting a double standard. In contrast, female subjects' 

ratings of sexuality did not differ for male and female 

targets, except in the virgin condition, where they rated 

males as less sexual than they rated virgin females. 
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Mark and Miller (1986) attempted to explain how sexual 

permissiveness differentially affected males' and females' 

ratings, depending on whether subjects were perceiving the 

adjustment or the sexual behavior of the target. The 

researchers surmised that perhaps individuals perceive 

others in sexual terms in some circumstances but not in 

others, and therefore called for more discerning 

determination of the conditions under which social 

perception is affected. From this explanation, either legal 

abortion availability or each of the pregnancy conditions 

could be idiosyncratic circumstances for eliciting 

sexuality/gender stereotypes. 

On the other hand, Mark and Miller (1986) may have 

revealed specific groups of individuals who utilize a 

sexuality/gender schema when making judgments about others. 

Other research has found that individuals who are more 

traditional in terms of sexual or other gender ideologies 

have a propensity to judge a variety of sexually-related 

behaviors in restrictive terms and to negatively judge those 

who do not adhere to those restrictions (Allgeier, 1975; 

Gagnon & Simon, 1973; Garcia, 1982; Gross, 1978; Istvan & 

Griffitt, 1980). Thus, the females in Mark and Miller's 

(1986) study possibly were judging subjects on the basis of 

their sexual behavior, with traditional females utilizing a 

sexuality/gender schema, similar to that of males in 

general. As discussed in the previous gender schema 
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section, respondents may have been judging like-sex targets 

in terms of their behavioral congruence with the gender 

stereotype being utilized by respondents. This appears to 

occur more readily when evaluating women's sexual behavior 

than when evaluating men's sexual behavior. Thus, women may 

be divided on the legal abortion issue on the basis of 

whether or not they utilize the gender/sexuality stereotype 

when judging women. 

Garcia (1982, 1983, 1984) found that the utilization of 

a sexuality stereotype is related to the level of the 

perceiver's liberality of gender attitudes, their sexuality 

attitudes, their sex, and the sex of the target. He found 

that people interpret and evaluate others' sexuality based 

on their own levels of sexual experience (Garcia, 1982). 

Women who are less traditional in their own sexual behavior 

hold less traditional sexuality ideologies and evaluate 

sexually experienced females in less negative terms than 

female respondents who are more traditional in their own 

behavior (Garcia, 1982; Garcia & Kushier, 1987). Garcia 

(1984) additionally found that respondents who hold 

traditional views of gender are less tolerant of female 

sexual behavior than respondents who are non-traditional. 

As Chapter I noted, a number of studies have supported 

the idea that not only are the sexuality/gender stereotypes 

different for men and women, they are not mirror images of 

one another, with the female sexuality stereotype being more 
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complex due to its madonna/whore duality and affective 

components. Although a sexual duality has been investigated 

by several researchers (Bullough & Bullough, 1974; Clifton, 

McGrath, & Wick, 1976; Figes, 1970; Garcia, 1982, 1983, 

1984; Hays, 1972), the maternity and sexuality dimensions 

have not been clearly defined and then simultaneously 

examined. 

Studies by Clifton, McGrath, and Wick (1976) and Garcia 

(1982) support the idea that people do have two mental 

images of women and that sexuality-related traits (or 

behaviors) are central, defining characteristics of the 

mental schema. Decades ago, feminist writers (Bernard, 

1972; de Beauvior, 1952) addressed the stereotypes of 

women's sexuality that they witnessed in society that 

portrayed some women as evil, sex-driven temptresses, 

whereas other women were pictured as "sexless madonnas." 

The former are sensuous and sexually responsive, whereas the 

latter are not. Feminist writers termed this the 

"madonna/whore" phenomenon (Bernard, 1972). Social 

scientists have tangentially studied the phenomenon 

(Bullough & Bullough, 1974; Clifton, McGrath, & Wick, 1976; 

Figes, 1970; Garcia, 1982, 1983, 1984; Hays, 1972), but no 

one has specifically examined the maternal dimension. 

This stereotyped duality of female sexuality—that 

women are to be asexual mothers (madonnas) and that sexual 

females are non-mothers (each of which feminist scholars 
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note are self-contradictions)—has been revealed in both 

theory and research regarding women (Contratto-Weisskopf, 

1980). For example, psychoanalytic theorists have long 

proposed that sexuality and motherhood are mutually 

exclusive categories (Benedek, 1968; Deutsch, 1945; 

Kestenberg, 1968). The sexuality-mother split has not been 

empirically examined, however, although a sexuality-"good 

girl" split has been examined. For example, empirical study 

by Reiss (1971) revealed that women who diverge from the 

feminine standard of sexuality are considered of "inferior 

character" and are attributed personality traits indicative 

of strong sensuous desires. "Good" women, on the other 

hand, are dissociated from sexual behavior and are perceived 

as sexless. This behavior/character duality does not appear 

for men. Although a double standard is indicated for the 

sexes and a duality is indicated for women, the influence of 

motherhood attitudes are completely unknown. 

A description of the dual-category stereotype of female 

sexuality that was addressed by Clifton, McGrath, and Wick 

(1976) began with four possible categories of w o m e n — 

housewife, bunny, career woman, and woman athlete—none of 

which perfectly represent "motherhood." Respondents were 

asked to check adjectives that were descriptive of each 

category. Data analysis indicated the presence of only two 

distinct dimensions, which they labeled "housewife" and 

"bunny." The "housewife" dimension was described by items 



54 

such as faithful, tender, kind, dependent, conservative, 

etc. The "bunny" dimension was described by items such as 

pleasure-loving, excitable, glamorous, and passionate. 

These were believed to be two orthogonal categories of 

women's sexuality. Although a motherhood category was not 

addressed in the study, the adjectives describing 

"housewife" appear closely aligned to those that could 

describe "motherhood." 

Similar findings were revealed in Garcia's research 

(1982, 1983, 1984). Garcia found that individuals construct 

gender-specific sexuality stereotypes and make evaluations 

about incoming information. He found that cues from the 

social environment elicit these stereotypes, which are then 

relied upon to organize the perceiver's thoughts, 

perceptions, and evaluations of individuals. Further, they 

are used in the evaluation of women more than men. 

Although Garcia and his associates (1982, 1983, 1984; 

Garcia & Derfel, 1983; Garcia & Kushier, 1987) specifically 

designed their studies to test the "madonna/whore" duality, 

the studies actually identified and examined only the 

dimension of sexual behavior. Their results only hinted at 

a motherhood dimension. For example, female targets of 

higher sexual experience were rated lower on evaluative 

traits than inexperienced females, lower than all males, and 

were evaluated as less moral than female targets of low 

sexual experience (Garcia, 1982). The "moral" item did not 
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load on any other dependent variable factor. No evaluative 

differences were offered for male targets of different 

levels of experience, nor did ratings of male targets vary 

on the "moral" item. 

Although Garcia believed that the maternal factor was 

discriminating in sexuality stereotypes, he did not examine 

the motherhood dimension. Further, the "moral" item is 

hardly a reliable measure of motherhood attitudes. 

Indications of particular attitudes toward motherhood and 

sexuality and their relationship to one another were not a 

part of his investigations. Further, the primary dependent 

measure for judging and evaluating w o m e n — t h e Personality 

Impressions S c a l e — h a s not been assessed regarding its 

validity or reliability. Generalizability of his findings 

are limited in that respondents in all the studies were 

introductory psychology college students. Lastly, it is 

unknown whether respondents are evaluating women in 

comparison to their own behavior, relative to the targets' 

congruency with the social role that respondents prescribe 

for women, from the respondents' general stereotype of 

women, or from a sexuality/gender stereotype. 

Because the sexuality/gender schema and its dimensions 

have not been examined, the sex-different processes for 

making evaluations about women and their sexual behavior are 

unknown. It is known, however, that the two sexes vary in 

their judgments about women's sexual behavior (Garcia, 1982, 
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1983). Males more than females rate women higher on sex-

related traits and lower on a evaluative traits, regardless 

of the targets' sexual experience. Females are more likely 

than males to consider other information about the target 

when making judgments about women, and males are more likely 

to utilize stereotypes. How the sexes differ in their 

perception of women's sexuality is congruent with the 

processes presented in schema theory and is detailed in the 

following discussion. 

Sex differences in perceptions of female sexuality. 

Males not only are more likely than females to utilize a 

sexuality stereotype, they also view men and women as more 

divergent than females view the two sexes (Garcia, 1982). 

Males perceive situations, people, and relationships in 

general in a more sexual manner than women do (Abbey, 1982, 

1987; Goodchilds & Zellman, 1984; Quackenbush, 1987; 

Shetland & Craig, 1985). Males, more than females, perceive 

female targets' friendly behavior as sexual interest (Abbey, 

1987) and perceive females as sexy and seductive on the 

basis of their clothing (Abbey, Cozzarelli, McLaughlin, & 

Harnish, 1987) and whether ambiguous or non-ambiguous non

verbal cues are presented (Abbey & Melby, 1986). Abbey and 

her associates found that males rated female targets whose 

clothing they perceived as being non-revealing as less sexy 

or seductive and as more kind and warm than they rated 

female targets whose clothing they perceived as being 
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revealing. This implies that kindness and warmth are 

negatively correlated with female sexuality. This effect 

was not found for male targets. 

Abbey concluded that there is a general male bias, 

whereby men are more likely to perceive the world in sexual 

terms and to make sexual judgments than are women. It is 

unknown whether these perceptions are situationally specific 

or even if they would appear in situations other than 

person-evaluation, as the present study will assess. The 

sexuality/gender schema has not been analyzed in relation to 

the evaluation of non-person information—legal abortion 

information—even though it is known that it is readily 

employed by individuals in their evaluation of others. 

Although research indicates that males, more than 

females, utilize sexuality stereotypes when evaluating 

others, some women also utilize them, as Garcia (19 84) found 

with women who held traditional gender attitudes. Exactly 

how the stereotypes and their dimensions are structured and 

processed by each sex are unknown. Some argue that gender 

stereotypes in general are utilized by certain w o m e n — r i g h t -

wing and anti-feminists—an a manner similar to that of many 

men (Burris, 1983; Dworkin, 197 8; Himmelstein, 19 86; 

Marshall, 1985; Petchesky, 1981). These studies, however, 

have not examined a gender/sexuality schema and its 

dimensions, as the present study will do. 
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Although there are several limitations imposed by these 

studies, there are also many implications for the present 

investigation. First, because non-verbal cues associated 

with the physical body are linked to attitudes and beliefs 

about female sexuality, seductiveness, and promiscuity, it 

is argued that abortion similarly could be one such non

verbal cue. Second, because sexuality is implied for 

females in ways that it is not implied for males, it is 

argued that the pregnancy conditions for legal abortion will 

elicit the sexuality/gender schema. Third, because 

personality and behavioral characteristics associated with 

asexuality appear to be those associated with motherhood, it 

is argued that people who hold the belief that a woman 

should be a mother will also hold the belief that she should 

be asexual. In essence, this is the sexuality/gender 

stereotype that will be examined in the present study. 

Therefore, individuals who hold this sexuality/gender 

stereotype are hypothesized as evaluating legal abortion as 

incongruent with behavior expected for the normative social 

role that they prescribe for females, i.e., asexual 

motherhood. Such individuals, then, are more likely than 

others who do not hold this stereotype to oppose abortion 

legality under a variety of conditions. 

Because the sexuality schema has not been examined 

situationally, it is unknown if evaluations of legal 

abortion follow the same process as evaluations of people. 
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It appears that they could be. That is, research findings 

regarding abortion attitudes are congruent with the 

hypothesis that a sexuality/gender schema is being utilized, 

at least by some people, in making evaluations about legal 

abortion. The following section will review research that 

has been conducted regarding attitudes toward legal abortion 

in relationship to individuals' attitudes toward sexuality 

and motherhood and their demographic descriptors. 

Review of Abortion Literature 

The relevance of gender beliefs to abortion attitudes 

has been investigated repeatedly. Although early surveys 

did not seem to detect a relationship between attitudes 

toward women and gender-roles and attitudes toward abortion 

(Singh & Leahy, 1978; Granberg, 1981a), a possible 

relationship has remained intriguing for many researchers 

who believe that shared components are found in each issue. 

An unidentified common denominator has motivated 

researchers, including this investigator, to continue the 

study of the hypothesized relationship. The present study 

has extended this query by incorporating assumptions from 

the feminist perspective. 

Recalling the discussion of the feminist perspective 

presented in Chapter I, feminist scholars argue that the 

fundamental source of men's power over women is the power 

over their bodies, sexuality, and reproduction, 

necessitating social institutions for the service of that 
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control (MacKinnon, 1982). They argue that restricting 

women's sexual behavior and mandating motherhood serves to 

institute and maintain a power differential. 

Feminists argue that a dominance-subordination theme of 

gender differentiation is transformed and symbolized in 

institutions in the physical (Brannon, 1976; Harrison, 1978; 

Waldron, 1983), psychic (Chodorow, 1978, 1989; Miller, 

1984), familial (Bernard, 1972; Pogrebin, 1983), social 

(Millett, 1969; Rich, 1976; Rubin, 1975), religious (Daly, 

1973; Ruether, 1983), medical (Fidell, 1980; Wallston, 

Devellis, & Wallston, 1983), and legal (MacLeod, 1980) 

realms, each of which bears on the legal abortion issue. 

Contemporary forms of these institutions are manifest in 

patriarchal marriage and family relationships and 

patriarchal sexual relationships, argued by feminists as 

circumscribing control over women's sexuality, 

contraception, and abortion privileges (Chodorow, 197 8, 

1989; Daly, 1973; Millett, 1969; Rich, 1976). 

As Chapter I noted, feminists maintain that the 

essential characteristic of patriarchy and the sex/gender 

system is a sexual understructure, i.e., the pervasive power 

of men over women's sexuality and its related functions 

(Brownmiller, 1975; Millett, 1969; Sapiro, 1986). 

Therefore, feminists argue that opposition to legally 

available abortion ensues from people's personal ideology 

regarding the place and importance of women's sexuality and 



61 

its relationship to women's role as childbearers and child 

caregivers, i.e., mothers. 

Rich (1976) argues that life-protecting qualities which 

are part of the mother-bond are different from the self-

sacrificing, all-encompassing role of motherhood that 

patriarchy constructs for women. She proposed that 

maternity under patriarchal conditions means the death of 

the mother's self through her sacrifice to the child, the 

husband, and the nation. She argued that adoption of this 

mentality by females is prescribed and praised; and 

deviation from it is feared. Thus, the prescription for 

women to become mothers equates reproduction and caregiving 

with femalehood, and nonconformity to the motherhood role 

with deviance (Magnus, 1980). As a result, it is argued 

that as mothers, women have been idealized, sentimentalized, 

and exploited, so that it is difficult to affirm women's 

intrinsic human value in steady, clear, and unsentimental 

terms (Rich, 1976). 

Feminists claim that because patriarchy identifies 

mothers and children as a symbolic credential and a 

sentimental and romantic object relationship (Pogrebin, 

1983), a value system has developed in that only "mothers" 

and those with "children of their own" are morally credible, 

capable, or validated. This social practice of emotional 

mothering of children and men, feminists argue, is a gender-

relative construction and is perpetuated in a social and 



62 

individual psychosexual culture, anchored in the nuclear 

family structure (Chodorow, 1978; Pogrebin, 1983; Trask, 

1986). Consequently, the legal abortion issue is a 

manifestation of opposing ideologies regarding women and 

their motherhood and sexual roles. The present study will 

empirically examine these assumptions. 

Although several researchers have examined the 

relationship between attitudes toward gender-related 

behavior and attitudes toward legal abortion, they have not 

theoretically defined gender-related attitudes, identified 

the gender dimensions that they were examining, or 

operationalized the gender dimensions. As a result, there 

has been no systematic examination of the sexuality and 

motherhood dimensions, their relationship to one another, 

and their mutual influence on attitudes toward legal 

abortion. The following section will review how the gender 

variable has been studied in previous abortion attitude 

investigations. 

The Relationship Between Gender Ideologies 
and Abortion Attitudes 

Leahy (1975) found a zero-order relationship between 

gender-role ideology and attitudes toward discretionary 

abortion. He suggested that persons who are disturbed or 

threatened by changing gender roles are likely to oppose 

abortion. Other researchers, however, found meager 

correlations between favorability toward legal abortion and 
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"women's liberation" (Granberg, 1978, 1981a). Using four 

items to measure attitudes toward women's liberation, 

Granberg (1978) found a positive relationship with legal 

abortion favorability, which increased slightly when only 

Protestant respondents were considered and diminished to 

non-significance when only Catholic respondents were 

considered. Each item, however, was related to political or 

economic issues regarding women's behavior, none to 

motherhood or sexuality issues. 

Similar findings were revealed in Granberg's later 

study (1981a) that found that activists' stance on the 

abortion issue was related to their views of "women's 

liberation." Six items were included in this measure of 

women's liberation. Respondents were asked their level of 

agreement to the following: 

1. Women and men should have equal roles in 

society; 

2. Would vote for a woman President; 

3. Disagree that women should stay home and let 

men run the country; 

4. Disagree that men are more suited for politics 

than women; 

5. Approve of a woman being employed even if her 

husband has a good job; 

6. Approve of Equal Rights Amendment. 
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The majority of the pro-life activists adopted the pro-

women' s-liberation position, but they did not do so as 

consistently as did the pro-choice activist group. Granberg 

(1981a) found that the question regarding the Equal Rights 

Amendment (ERA) was the only item on which the two activist 

groups significantly differed. This item's standard 

discriminating coefficient of .95 was not surprising given 

the date of the study, which was during the most intense 

period of the ERA controversy and its attempted legislative 

passage. This, in combination with the finding that members 

of pro-choice groups are likely to be members of other 

women's rights groups, explains the ERA item's strong 

influence on pro-choice activists' attitudes. It does not 

explain the lack of differentiation on the other items, 

however. When the difference on the ERA item was 

controlled, the remaining items were negligible in 

differentiating the two groups. 

Scrutiny of the questions asked by Granberg, however, 

reveals that all of the items remained related to political 

and economic issues. Although these are women's rights 

issues, none of the items in Granberg's list directly 

address the organizing concepts of women's subordination as 

proposed by the feminist perspective. That is, none of the 

items address sexuality and motherhood, per se. Another 

measure in Granberg's study asked whether individuals would 

approve of free speech for advocates of various civil 
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liberties. There, he found that pro-life activists 

disapproved most strongly of an atheist or a homosexual 

being permitted free speech. This finding indicates that a 

religious and sexual ideology dimension may have been 

present, even though not tapped by his "women's liberation" 

scale. 

In a similar study conducted by Singh and Leahy (1978), 

the researchers used multivariate analyses in order to 

assess simultaneous influences on abortion attitudes. They 

concluded that "attitudes toward women and gender" had no 

relationship with legal abortion attitudes. These 

researchers examined a cross-section of persons 18 years of 

age and older from the NORC 1974 and 1975 surveys. For 

their analysis, they selected respondents from those who 

"consistently" supported discretionary abortion versus those 

who "consistently" opposed abortion. Respondents were 

categorized into one or the other group if they replied 

"yes" or "no" to all three of the following questions: 

Please tell me whether or not you think it should 

be possible for a pregnant woman to obtain a legal 

abortion if 

1. she is married and does not want any more 

children; 

2. the family has a very low income and cannot 

afford any more children; 
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3. she is not married and does not want to marry 

the man. 

Utilizing a discriminant analysis methodology, Singh and 

Leahy (197 8) found that of the nine demographic and 

ideological variables they simultaneously analyzed, 

"gender-role ideology" contributed the least toward one's 

attitudes toward discretionary abortion. Although this 

study contained a number of glaring methodological flaws, 

the absence of a "gender-role ideology" influence on 

discretionary abortion attitudes was cited by other 

researchers for many years. 

One methodological constraint of this study is that the 

three abortion attitude statements used to measure 

individuals' attitude toward legal abortion are items that 

are not considered as pregnancy circumstances in the legal 

debate. The legal abortion debate includes whether or not a 

woman should be able to receive an abortion if (a) she is 

pregnant because of rape, (b) the pregnancy endangers the 

woman's life, (c) there is a chance of a serious defect in 

the baby, (d) a pregnant adolescent has not obtained 

parental approval for the abortion, (e) the woman simply 

does not wish to be pregnant, or (f) the woman's husband has 

not been notified and give his approval for an abortion 

(ACLU, 1992). Another methodological constraint of the 

study is revealed upon examination of items used to measure 

gender-role ideology. Individuals were classified as 
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"traditional" or "modern" on gender-role ideology based 

solely on their answer to the question, "Do you agree or 

disagree with the statement: Women should take care of 

running their home and leave the running of the country up 

to men?" This one item alone likely does not validly 

measure respondents' gender-role ideology nor their attitude 

toward women. Thus, Singh and Leahy's (197 8) conclusion 

that gender-role ideology is not related to one's abortion 

attitudes is highly questionable. 

Finlay (1981) asserted that an absence of relationship 

between gender-role ideology and legal abortion attitude may 

have been due to the fact that male and female data were 

analyzed together. Finlay proposed that females might be 

more likely than males to view the issue from a "women's 

rights" perspective. Convinced of a sex and gender 

relationship with abortion attitudes, Finlay (1981) proposed 

that the relationship between gender ideology and attitudes 

toward abortion might vary by sex because of the 

differential social context of each gender. That is, 

because males do not experience pregnancy and because they 

traditionally have not had the primary responsibility of 

caring for infants, women are probably better able than 

males to see the connections between their social role, 

status, and abortion. She argued that this would result in 

females' attitudes toward abortion being more complex in 
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structure than males'. Finlay's (1981) findings 

substantiated her argument. 

Finlay administered two scales to measure abortion 

attitudes, one to measure a personal (or moral) view and one 

to measure a public (or legal) view. The personal view was 

a measure of one's opinion of whether or not abortion is 

justified in any of the nine pregnancy circumstances 

presented to the respondent (similar to those presented as 

the legal view in other studies). The legal view was a 

single item that asked respondents whether abortion should 

be available to those who desire it regardless of the 

reason. 

Results indicated that the least acceptable 

circumstance for abortion is when a woman's husband 

disapproves of the abortion. The next least acceptable 

circumstance is when she simply does not want another baby. 

Overall, when women deny motherhood in circumstances that 

are traditionally viewed as acceptable (i.e., a married 

woman), then respondents view abortion as most unacceptable. 

On the other hand, when women deny motherhood in 

circumstances that are traditionally viewed as unacceptable 

(i.e., impregnated by someone besides her husband), then 

respondents view abortion as most acceptable. Congruent 

with the present study's analysis, circumstances where the 

pregnant female was not "sexually promiscuous" (i.e., being 



69 

the victim of a rape) received the highest level of approval 

for legal abortion. 

Finlay (1981) found sex-different attitudinal patterns, 

indicating that males and females appear to define the 

abortion issue differently. When the personal view measure 

was related to gender-role attitudes—which included 

attitudes toward women's role in education, homemaking, 

work, and family, and the respondent's stance on the E R A — n o 

statistically significant correlations were found for males. 

The only item that was significantly related to abortion 

attitudes was the one dealing with the maternal role, i.e., 

"The most important thing in life for a woman is to be a 

successful wife and mother" (p. 576). This item was 

inversely related to approval of abortion on the personal 

measure. Males' scores on the abortion justification scale 

revealed no significant relationship to any other item that 

dealt with gender-role attitudes. Thus, wifehood and 

motherhood are distinct from other women's roles in men's 

thinking. 

For females, every gender-role item revealed a 

significant relationship with abortion attitudes. The wife 

and mother role item, however, revealed the weakest 

correlation. Finlay concluded that females who favored 

abortion on the personal opinion measure tended to see legal 

abortion primarily as a "women's issue." Females who 

favored gender equality in all areas of life also favored 
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the right of women to make decisions about childbearing and 

child caregiving. Females who opposed abortion availability 

were not only more traditional in gender-role attitudes and 

in the "importance of children" item (variables which 

appeared more important for women than for m e n ) , they were 

also more conventional in sexual attitudes and in general 

lifestyle than females who favored abortion availability. 

The overall sex differences that Finlay (1981) found 

were that females' favorability toward legal abortion are 

related to a broader set of attitudinal variables than 

males' abortion attitudes. Females' approval of legal 

abortion was positively related to a "pro-life" sentiment 

(disapproval of the death penalty for murder) and inversely 

related to gender-role conventionality, the essentiality and 

number of children, sexual conventionality, and general 

conventionality (disapproval of legalized marijuana, 

disapproval of legalized casino gambling, and frequency of 

church attendance). For females, the legal view scale 

correlated higher than the personal view scale with all the 

attitudinal variables except the value of children scale, 

which showed no significant difference in correlation. Male 

response patterns were less complex than female patterns, 

with males' favorability toward abortion inversely 

correlated with sexual conventionality and general 

conventionality. 
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The most significant male-female difference in abortion 

attitude correlates was in relation to gender-role 

attitudes. Whereas females who are in favor of legal 

abortion are also in favor of other issues that concern 

women's rights and equality in social roles and the 

marketplace, a primary differentiator for males' legal 

abortion attitudes is the motherhood dimension of gender 

ideology. 

Finding sex-different patterns complicates our 

understanding of how attitudes toward maternity and 

sexuality relate to abortion attitudes. That is, males as 

well as females view abortion, family, and maternity as 

important and related issues, as was supported by Finlay's 

results. Review of the research literature, thus far, has 

revealed that males and females differ on attitudes toward 

sexuality and maternity, but so do advocates and opponents 

of legal abortion. Because both sexes are found in every 

level of abortion approval, an investigation of abortion 

attitudes should incorporate sex-different attitudes toward 

women and their roles at each level of legal abortion 

favorability. Although Finlay's (1981) study found 

important sex differences in abortion attitudes, a major 

limitation in generalizing her findings is that the study 

was conducted with college students and mostly with young 

ones. Although their attitudes appear to be similar to 

those of the general population (Ebaugh & Haney, 1980; 
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Szafran & Clagett, 1988), attitude structures may vary 

according to the life or family cycle stage, sex, or cohort 

(outside the focus of the present study). Thus, the 

complexity of the sexuality and motherhood relationship must 

be considered separately by age and sex. 

A sex-different complexity in attitudinal structures is 

supported by findings from other studies that have 

investigated sex-different attitudes toward women. For 

example, Powell and Yanico (1991) found greater consistency 

within men as a group than women in their attitudes toward 

women and women's roles and issues. Men's gender attitudes 

appeared to be well-established, whereas women's attitudes 

depend on a larger set of variables and which are variable 

dependent on the situation they are evaluating. Although 

Powell and Yanico's (1991) investigation did not address 

abortion attitudes, they found that respondents' attitudes 

vary greatly depending on the issue or role being examined. 

That is, women are more liberal than men in their attitudes 

regarding women's roles overall, and their scores vary 

more—issue-by-issue—than men's scores vary. 

The absence of a gender-role and abortion attitude 

connection that was deduced by these abortion attitude 

surveys just reviewed may have been related to the absence 

of sex-specific analyses, to the poor conceptualization of 

gender, or to the absence of examining how the dimensions of 

gender are structured and linked to one another. Thus, 
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identification of the relevant dimensions of gender is 

necessary in order to understand how gender ideology could 

be related to abortion attitudes at all. Because sex 

differences and abortion attitude differences appeared in 

levels of "conventionality" that addressed motherhood and 

sexuality, but not that addressed political and economic 

women's issues (Granberg, 1978; 1981a), sex-specific 

attitudes about motherhood and sexuality must be examined 

apart from other gender issues (e.g., political and economic 

ones) in order to clarify the relationship of "gender-role 

ideology" and legal abortion attitudes. 

It is argued here that motherhood is a separate 

dimension, apart from economic dimensions, of gender. 

Although the motherhood dimension appears to be distinct 

from the gender items typically used to assess women's 

roles, it has generally been neglected in investigations of 

gender-related issues and attitudes. The following 

indicates that motherhood is a distinct dimension in gender 

ideology and in people's thinking about abortion. 

Motherhood as a dimension of gender ideology. In a 

carefully designed study of abortion attitude structures. 

Fried (1988) found that in each identified structure type 

there appeared support for the women's movement, when the 

women's movement was identified with work and economics. 

Women's reproductive role was the factor that provided the 

vast separation of the two attitudinal types which Fried 
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labeled as the pro-life type and the pro-choice type. This 

was indicated in that the pro-life type, only, contained 

items regarding a high importance of motherhood, nurturance, 

and responsibility occurring within traditional family 

structures and the belief that "people want to avoid the 

responsibility of motherhood by simply killing their own 

unborn." Other studies have also found that individuals who 

do not favor legal abortion may favor women's equality in 

the marketplace, but oppose women's equality in the family 

(Luker, 1984) or wives' autonomy from their husbands 

(Plutzer & Ryan, 1987). Therefore, a motherhood dimension 

may be a separate dimension from an economic dimension in 

gender stereotypes that influence abortion attitudes. 

Although researchers have yet to distinguish specific 

dimensions of gender and their relationship to differential 

abortion attitudes, research has distinguished dimensions in 

other areas of gender research. When Hare-Mustin, Bennett, 

and Broderick (1983) factor analyzed scores obtained on the 

Motherhood Inventory (Hare-Mustin & Broderick, 1979) with 

scores obtained on the Attitudes Toward Women Scale (Spence 

& Helmreich, 1972) (which assesses the degree to which 

subjects hold traditional or liberal views of women in 

general), structural differences were found for males, 

younger women, and older women. Their findings indicated 

that motherhood and economic equality are viewed separately 

and are viewed differently by each sex. They also found 
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that beliefs about mandatory reproduction were separate from 

beliefs about autonomy of choice outside the motherhood and 

reproductive realm. Their research strongly supports the 

present study's assertion that a motherhood dimension is 

distinct from an "equal-labor-opportunity" variable in 

gender ideology. The present study hypothesizes that the 

motherhood dimension of gender attitudes is most responsible 

for the influence of sexuality ideology on the evaluation of 

legal abortion, at least for men and for some women. 

Bankart (1989) also found sex-differentiated views of 

motherhood. She found that male Japanese students believed 

that motherhood was the appropriate and natural role for 

women and considered the mother-child relationship more 

important than the male-female relationship. Older women 

with children held the least conventional view of women and 

were less likely than men to perceive motherhood as the 

primary source of women's fulfillment. Although this study 

was conducted with Japanese students, its implication for 

the present study is that men and women may differ regarding 

their attitudes about women's role as mothers, and they may 

differ by age. It further supports the argument that the 

absence of correlation between gender ideology and abortion 

attitude in abortion attitude research could be due to the 

lack of isolating the motherhood variable and the lack of 

examining sex-different attitudes about motherhood. 
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Gender ideology, it is argued here, has to do with more 

than beliefs about "running the country," beliefs about 

economic equality, or beliefs about personality traits, all 

of which have been the ways that gender ideology has been 

operationalized in abortion attitude studies and in most 

other gender attitude research. Rather, gender ideology is 

about women's power and freedom (Sapiro, 1986) and is the 

composite of the prescriptive roles and behaviors that 

people believe each gender "should" adopt based on their sex 

(Sapiro, 1986). The present study argues that those are 

motherhood and sexuality roles and behaviors, at least as 

far as the abortion debate is concerned. 

Further investigation of the relationship between 

gender ideology and abortion attitudes appears warranted. 

Gender ideology must be studied in more precise terms than 

it has been in the past, and the dimensions of both 

motherhood and sexuality must be included, along with 

people's attitudes about how women should enact each 

dimension. The present study proposes that the influence of 

motherhood and sexuality attitudes is more central and 

profound to the abortion issue than has been addressed in 

previous research. Although the empirical examination of 

abortion attitudes has not followed the line of reasoning 

presented in the present study, many investigations have 

revealed motherhood, sexuality, and abortion attitudes 
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interactive relationships. The following review of research 

on abortion attitudes will focus on these relationships. 

The Relationship of Motherhood 
and Abortion Attitudes 

Individuals' ideology of motherhood is apparent when 

they discuss legal abortion. A popularly held view is that 

the abortion attitude cleavage is due to different levels of 

importance that people attribute to motherhood. The 

differences in motherhood attitudes are not just a matter of 

different levels (or amounts) of its "importance," but are 

also differences in the meaning that the attitudes embody. 

Luker (1984) argued that the cleavage in the abortion debate 

represents two ideological world views regarding women, 

their place in society, and the role that motherhood plays 

in women's lives. 

Fried (1988) found that of the 42 items presented to 

respondents, the items identified in the pro-life type 

structure as most relevant and most closely linked to the 

abortion issue were the items that had to do with motherhood 

(Fried, 1988). The pro-choice type structure was 

characterized by support for social changes, especially in 

women's status and self-determination. It emphasized the 

view that the primary issue in the abortion debate is not 

the right to life, but women's rights, and that women can 

only become full human beings when they can choose to not be 

pregnant. The pro-life type structure strongly rejected 
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Statements that called for legal abortion on grounds of 

women's self-determination or which supported any family and 

gender role changes. It included items that linked the 

demise of motherhood and families with legal abortion. 

From the pro-life ideological viewpoint, it is f a m i l y — 

moreover, a "traditional" kind of family—that defines women 

and gives motherhood its meaning. The pro-life attitudinal 

type (Fried, 1988) and the pro-life women in Luker's (1984) 

study strongly favored maintaining the traditional family 

and women's role as mothers. This view claims that care and 

nurturance of children is the primary function of the 

family, and thus of women. 

Although Fried's study captured complex points of view 

and revealed an underlying mechanism of attitudinal 

differentiation, it did not attempt to investigate 

respondents' positions on legal abortion. By utilizing a Q-

methodology, the sample was composed of opinions rather than 

people, and individuals arranged statements according to a 

forced distribution. Factors were then constructed with the 

respondents as variables, inasmuch as respondents were not 

randomly selected, but were chosen for theoretical reasons. 

Although the strategy is valuable for studying symbolic 

politics, the next step, undertaken in the present study, is 

to examine the attitudes that Fried found to be important in 

relationship with individuals' abortion attitudes. 
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Narratives provided by women in ethnographic studies 

revealed that women place a high value on motherhood, 

nurturance, and caregiving regardless of their position on 

legal abortion (Ginsburg, 1987; Langsdale, 1986; Luker, 

1984). Therefore, the examination of attitudes toward 

motherhood must include its role and place in the larger 

gender-differentiated system, in order to understand how 

attitudes toward motherhood and legal abortion are related. 

Langsdale (1986) found that advocates of both abortion 

stances claim care, nurturance, and responsibility for the 

unborn. When females in her study who had experienced 

abortions were queried as to how they reasoned about their 

abortion decisions, they consistently responded from an 

orientation of care, whether they were adolescents or 

adults. 

Similar reports were provided by pro-life and pro-

choice activists in Ginsburg's (1987) ethnographic study. 

Although both groups of women embraced nurturance as a 

fundamental characteristic, the two groups' approaches to 

nurturance differed. Pro-life activists linked nurturance 

directly to biological reproduction and reported that 

nurturance does not come naturally but is achieved through 

self-sacrifice, resulting in motherhood becoming a role of 

great value and virtue. They asserted that a person becomes 

a parent by virtue of conception and thereby functionally 
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defined abortion in terms of mothers murdering their own 

children (Fried, 1988; Ginsburg, 1987). 

Pro-choice activists in Ginsburg's (1987) study also 

revealed themes of nurturance, care, and responsibility, but 

of a qualitatively different kind. They claimed that legal 

abortion extends the boundaries of nurturance into the 

culture as a whole. According to the pro-choice activists, 

mothering is a community responsibility, not just an 

individual one. Although they argued that nurturance is a 

valued quality, they rejected the idea that it is an 

attribute that prescribes childbearing and assigns 

caregiving and domesticity exclusively to females. The pro-

choice women also reported that children and families are a 

satisfying part of life, but are not the only life interests 

or role definers that women will ever have. 

Ginsburg's (1987) study revealed that women in each 

abortion activist group hold qualitatively different views 

of motherhood and nurturance. Because of its qualitative 

methodology, it is unknown if there are either internal or 

external systematic differences in the women that arise from 

unknown sources that affect their motherhood and nurturance 

attitudes. For example, all the subjects in the study were 

activists, and they appeared to be highly educated. 

Although Ginsburg noted a cohort effect regarding group 

membership, it is unknown whether within-group differences 

in age or birthing experiences influence attitudes toward 
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motherhood. Women's legal abortion attitudes are probably 

influenced by factors other than their nurturant attitudes, 

in that it appears that women are diverse in the manner in 

which they embrace a motherhood prescription. For example, 

it has been found that the importance of children 

(operationalized by "number of children expected" and "a 

person's life is not really complete until one has 

children") is significantly and positively correlated with 

objection to abortion attitudes (Finlay, 1981). Those who 

embrace these attitudes are decidedly pro-life in 

orientation and those who reject them are pro-choice. 

The two ideological views that Luker (1984) identified 

extended to a dichotomous conceptualization of the male-

female sphere. Based on the belief in an inherent division 

of humanity, pro-life advocates in Luker's (1984) study 

claimed that there is a mother instinct for females, who 

primarily should be wives and mothers. Pro-life advocates 

maintained that males and females are men and women because 

of a pre-determined blueprint and that childbirthing is the 

inherent and distinguishing "proof" of this. They argue 

that what some view as women's oppression is simply 

agitation against "the natural order." They further argue 

that abortion plays havoc with this "natural" arrangement of 

the world, as it deemphasizes and downgrades the 

traditional—and prescribed—roles of men as breadwinners 

and women as mothers. Based on the assertion that women are 
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inherently suited for motherhood and family life, pro-life 

activists concluded that abortion is an attack on motherhood 

(Luker, 1984). 

Luker's (1984) pro-life respondents' solution to 

upgrading society's value on motherhood was to make it an 

inclusive category, whereby all married females should be 

mothers. Pro-life activists argued that birthing becomes 

low-status and of diminished comparable worth only when it 

is interfered with and limited through intervention such as 

abortion (Ginsburg, 1987). They argued that once women 

become mothers, their obligation is to be toward their 

children, with the willingness to put all other things 

second to their role as wife and mother so as to eliminate 

competing commitments. 

In sum, pro-life group members insist that females 

should become mothers, whereas pro-choice group members 

insist that motherhood is an option and a choice. Pro-

choice advocates claim that as long as motherhood is not 

totally voluntary, females can be banished to it at any 

time, resulting in its being low-status and unrewarding. 

From the ideological viewpoint taken by pro-choice 

activists, males and females are both substantially equal 

and similar (Luker, 1984). They declared that traditional 

gender and social roles are not only not "natural," but are 

also potential barriers to equality of the sexes. From 

their point of view, women's self-control over their own 
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reproductive function is essential in order for women to 

develop toward their full human potential. 

From these two ideological perspectives, motherhood, 

its role, and beliefs about it appear to be a part of the 

larger gender arrangement, and legal abortion would upset 

that arrangement. For some, that arrangement is culminated 

in women's role in the family. According to pro-life 

activists, mothering is relegated to women and women are 

relegated to the family (Luker, 1984). The pro-life 

attitudinal type also revealed the importance of family life 

for women (Fried, 1988). That attitudinal structure was 

comprised of beliefs that the family is, and has been, the 

bedrock of civilized society; that couples are not having 

children because they see them as obstacles; and that it is 

the traditional family that guarantees that women and their 

children will be supported by men. Thus, some people appear 

to define women in terms of family life. Although the 

importance of motherhood and families to women has been 

revealed in various ways and in a number of studies, it has 

not been theoretically linked and systematically studied in 

relationship to abortion attitudes. The present study 

attempts to do both. 

The importance of women—as wives and mothers—being 

devoted to their families appears in a variety of ways in 

many abortion attitude studies. For instance, as compared 

with women who favor legal abortion, women who oppose it are 
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less likely to be employed full time and more likely to be 

full-time homemakers (Granberg, 1981b; Henshaw, Forrest, & 

Tietze, 1981; Henshaw & O'Reilly, 1983; Sullivan, Tietze, & 

Dryfoos, 1977). They are more likely to seek their 

husband's decision regarding pregnancy termination (Plutzer 

& Ryan, 1987) and to seek and to submit to approval from 

familial male figures (Arrington & Kyle, 1976). They are 

most dependent on their husbands and favor the traditional 

ordering of gender and family roles (Staggenborg, 1987). 

They are less likely to be members of women's advocacy 

organizations (Jaffe, Lindheim, & Lee, 1981; Luker, 1984) 

and are more likely to have husbands' who are also members 

of their abortion advocacy group (Staggenborg, 1987). Men 

in the pro-life group whose wives are not members are more 

likely than other men to have wives who are full-time 

homemakers (Staggenborg, 1987). 

Luker (1984) described the pro-life respondents as 

those who promote the type of family lifestyle that Shorter 

(1975, p. 227) termed the "modern" nuclear family, whose 

basic and "defining characteristic is a mother-child 

relationship that consists of "a precious emotional unit" of 

privacy and parental authority (Shorter, 1975, p. 270). The 

pro-life advocates in Luker's study embraced this 

description with their own assertion that home and family is 

"sacrosanct territory" (p. 173). From their point of view, 

any policy that addresses its members as individual entities 
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and provides individual determination is harmful. They 

argued that family members are outside the jurisdiction of 

governmental rights (Luker, 1984). Pro-life activists speak 

of women as if they have a family-identity rather than an 

individual-identity. Thus, gender-role attitudes may 

actually be family role attitudes, requiring systematic 

study. 

According to Luker's (1984) pro-life respondents, both 

nurturant mothering actions in females (as opposed to males) 

and sexual actions in males (as opposed to females) 

distinguish the sexes. These two dimensions are linked in 

their abortion arguments. They insist that legalized 

abortion represents a rejection of female nurturance and a 

denial of the reproductive consequences of sex. In other 

words, a nurturant female and a sexual male tension emerges 

in their thinking about legal abortion. They also 

categorize the abortion issue and its advocates into these 

two opposing positions: the nurturant pro-life versus the 

sexual pro-choice position. They argue that the control of 

birthing will result in indiscriminant sex, and 

indiscriminant sex will promote individualism, i.e., female 

separation from male protection within the family. It is 

the frailty of traditional marriages and other traditional 

social forms that they claim ensures the emotional and 

material support of women with children. Ginsburg's (1987) 

pro-life respondents similarly concluded that whoever 
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controls birthing also controls other resources, material 

and otherwise, including sexual behavior. Thus, one 

function of motherhood appears to be that of keeping 

masculine-oriented sexual behaviors distinct from feminine-

oriented nurturant behaviors. Thus, these two constructs 

must be examined in the context of the other and then in 

relationship with abortion attitudes. 

As discussed earlier, motherhood and sexuality are 

stereotyped processors of gender information. It is argued 

here that the interaction of motherhood and sexuality 

attitude variables must be addressed when examining their 

relationship to abortion attitudes. Although previous 

studies have not taken this approach, a number have noted a 

relationship between sexuality and abortion attitudes, as 

the following section reviews. 

The Relationship between Attitudes 
Toward Sexuality and Abortion 

Research has shown consistently that individuals who do 

not favor abortion generally hold beliefs that sexual 

behavior is legitimate only within a heterosexual marriage, 

disapproving of premarital sex, extra-marital sex, 

homosexuality, and sex for pleasure (Finlay, 1981; Granberg, 

1978, 1981a; Granberg & Granberg, 1985b; Singh, Erickson, & 

Williams, 1977; Singh & Leahy, 1978; Szafran & Clagett, 

1988) . 
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Granberg (1978, 1981a) and Singh and Leahy (1978) found 

that an important component of an anti-abortion sentiment is 

a "traditional, non-permissive" sexual attitude. In an 

effort to discriminate polar attitudes toward legal 

abortion, Granberg (1978) found a positive relationship 

between opposition to abortion and each of six items on a 

"personality index": disapproval of premarital sex, agreeing 

that divorce should be made more difficult, agreeing that 

birth control information should not be available to anyone 

who wants it (especially not to teenagers), opposing sex 

education in the schools, and opposing pornography. Except 

for the divorce item, the scale appears to be more of a 

"sexual attitude" scale than a "personal morality" scale. 

This analysis was substantiated in a subsequent study by 

Granberg (1981a). In his second study, Granberg (1981a) 

entered nine ideological and demographic variables into a 

multivariate equation and once again found that opposition 

to legal abortion "reflects a traditional or conservative 

approach to matters of personal morality" (p. 423). The two 

best predictor variables of legal abortion disapproval were 

negative attitudes toward homosexuality and sex education, 

i.e., two sexuality attitude variables. When Szafran and 

Clagett (1988) later performed a decade analysis of the same 

data, they removed the divorce item from the index, used it 

to measure "pro-family" attitudes and the remaining items to 

measure "sexuality attitudes," and produced findings 
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consistent with the idea that restrictive sexuality beliefs 

and legal abortion opposition are highly correlated. 

Essentially identical results were found by Singh and 

Leahy (1978) who examined a cross section of persons 18 

years of age and older from the NORC 1974 and 1975 surveys. 

Utilizing a discriminant analysis methodology to predict 

polar abortion stances, Singh and Leahy found that when nine 

independent variables were analyzed simultaneously, the 

ideological variables with the greatest influence on 

approval of legal abortion were sexual permissiveness, 

approval of contraception, and desire for a smaller number 

of children. Although their study attempted to identify 

causally prior variables, it contained a multitude of flaws. 

The study was atheoretical, it embedded gender ideological 

dimensions within the dependent variable as noted in Chapter 

One, it ignored a large number of respondents by not 

including responses of those who did not offer "consistent" 

responses to all three of the pregnancy circumstances 

presented, and it did not note sex differences. 

Finlay (1981) believed that Singh and Leahy's (1978) 

findings (beyond the gender-role ideological absence as 

earlier discussed) were distorted because they failed to 

analyze the data by sex. She therefore utilized their 

identical independent variables in her study, but included a 

separate analysis by sex. She found that scores on the four 

items used to tap sexual conventionality were strongly 
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related to abortion attitudes for both males and females. 

Opposition to abortion was strongest among those who 

reported greatest agreement to all four items: opposition 

to sexual activity and cohabitation prior to marriage, 

desire to marry persons who had not been sexually intimate 

with others, and belief that homosexuality is immoral. 

Although her findings confirmed her hypotheses, Finlay's 

study was lacking in theory and in validated and reliable 

independent measures. This omission has prohibited this and 

the previously reviewed investigations from being able to 

systematically analyze sexuality attitudes, which the 

present study argues is necessary in order to understand how 

they relate to motherhood attitudes and abortion attitudes. 

The present study argues that individuals who hold non-

permissive sexual attitudes oppose legal abortion because 

they are utilizing a gender/sexuality schema and thus 

presume that abortion encourages females to be sexually 

active. This supposition is substantiated in narrative 

responses provided by the activists who participated in 

Luker's (1984) study. Luker found that the pro-life 

activists believed that legal abortion is connected with 

flagrant and unrestrained sexual activity. They argued that 

legal abortion would weaken the social pressure on men to 

take responsibility for the "consequences of sexual 

intercourse," indicating that childbirth is what keeps 

people from rampant sexual activity. 
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Those who favored legal abortion in Luker's (1984) 

study argued otherwise. They stated that the logical 

outcomes of a preoccupation with protecting and controlling 

females' sexuality and reproduction is manifest in both the 

"double standard" and in "purdah," the custom of secluding 

women from the public so that they are not too sexually 

alluring. This approach, they argue, leads to an oppressive 

degree of social regulation of sexual behavior, that 

ultimately results in the protection of women from male 

sexual aggression. 

Pro-life advocates in Luker's (1984) study made 

continual reference to the role of reproductive, 

heterosexual sex regardless of the topic being discussed. 

Pro-life activists alleged that a body part is destined to 

be used for its physiological function. They claimed that 

because sex has the capacity to bring into existence another 

human life, it should always carry the possibility (if not 

the probability) of culminating in conception, with a 

willingness to accept childbirth at any time. They argued 

that once the potential for childbearing is removed from 

marriage, the sexual act is distorted. In contrast, pro-

choice proponents asserted that sexuality exists for 

pleasure and intimacy as well as for reproduction (Luker, 

1984). 

According to the pro-choice group, the primary moral 

value in sexuality is its potential for creating intimacy 
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between the self and another. Therefore, they favor the use 

of contraception, use oral contraceptives, and approve of 

surgical sterilization as a contraceptive measure (Allgeier, 

1975; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969). They are, however, 

opposed to the use of abortion, rather than conventional 

methods of contraception, as a routine method of birth 

control (Luker, 1984). 

Both groups of women in Luker's (1984) study commented 

on the distinction between sexuality and maternity. A 

maternity-sexuality link was most apparent in the 

discussions of the pro-life women. They asserted that the 

threat of abortion is a public endorsement of sexual 

activity disengaged from motherhood. They argued that 

sexual pleasure and individual sexually related action 

separated from procreation is structurally male and is 

subversive. Almost identical statements were provided in an 

unrelated ethnographic study of activist women. Ginsburg 

(1987, p. 632) reported that pro-life women assert that 

women who favor legal abortion possess a sexual identity 

that is "culturally male," which they defined as "sexual 

pleasure and individual ambition separated from procreation 

and nurturant social bonds." This argument is congruent 

with information processing theory's finding that women who 

do not follow the prescribed gender-appropriate behaviors 

are viewed in male terms, and their behavior is exaggerated 

(Martin, 1987; Taylor & Fiske, 1978; Tesser, 1978). 
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As discussed earlier, analysis of the ethnographic 

narratives reveals that family configuration and social 

roles are the context for the pro-life discussion of 

sexuality (Ginsburg, 1987; Luker, 1984). Keeping the sexes 

and the genders distinct—and women defined by family life— 

is paramount in the pro-life beliefs regarding the 

connection of sexual behavior and family life. Several of 

the previously discussed survey studies have also revealed a 

sexuality-family link (Finlay, 1981; Granberg, 1978, 1981a; 

Szafran & Clagett, 1988). Although respondents in these 

studies who disapproved of legal abortion stressed a 

relationship between restricted sexuality and legal abortion 

in a pro-family and pro-children context, they appeared to 

be addressing the importance of children, parenting, and 

family life for women rather than its importance for men, 

and appeared to be advocating motherhood rather than 

advocating parenthood or fatherhood. 

Further, research findings reveal that family items 

such as opinions about divorce laws or ideal number of 

children in the family contribute less to abortion attitudes 

than do sexuality items (Finlay, 1981; Granberg, 1978; 

Szafran & Calgett, 1988), but that the motherhood item 

contributed more than other family items (Finlay, 1981). 

Therefore, the present study proposes that it is not sexual 

attitudes alone, but the different meanings—or ideologies— 

that people hold about the sexuality dimension in 



93 

relationship to the motherhood dimension of gender ideology 

that influences positions on legal abortion. 

The one study that specifically addressed this task was 

Fried's (1988) investigation, which set out to identify 

patterns of attitudes that are structured into different 

belief systems regarding legal abortion (Fried, 1988). 

Respondents were asked to rank 42 statements drawn from 

Luker's (1984) interview responses and from public sources 

including magazine and newspaper articles, books, and 

pamphlets published by pro-choice and pro-life groups. In 

an effort to determine whether subjects actively and 

consciously viewed abortion as a symbolic issue. Fried 

specifically worded statements to determine whether or not 

individuals explicitly connected or denied a connection 

between legal abortion and social change in women's roles, 

family roles, and sexual behavior. 

In the attempt to identify distinct ways of thinking 

about the abortion issue, respondents were asked to indicate 

how much they agreed or disagreed with each statement as 

well as its importance in relation to the other statements. 

Respondents were comprised of members of two opposing 

abortion activist groups and a college government class. 

Overall patterns of statements emerged into three types 

(factors): a pro-life type, a pro-choice type, and an 

ambivalent type, which coincided with with the three sample 

groups. 
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A link between sexuality and family and motherhood 

attitudes in relationship with abortion attitudes was 

evident in the abortion attitude structures that Fried 

(1988) identified. The different structures indicate that 

attitudes about reproductive sexuality involves more than 

simply conservatism or liberality. Rather, the different 

structures reveal different attitudes about the relationship 

of sexuality to the family, motherhood, and legal abortion. 

Fried (1988) found a link between sexuality and attitudes 

toward women and their roles, with attitude type differences 

revolving around whether or not respondents support social 

changes in women's status and self-determination. 

Fried found that sexuality, beliefs about the family, 

women's roles, and abortion attitudes are distinctly linked 

into three separate ways of viewing abortion, but more so in 

the pro-life attitude type structure than in the other 

types. The pro-life type structure included traditional 

gender-role trends and forms, as well as the attitude that 

acceptance of abortion is a sign of declining levels of 

social responsibility and increasing decadence. It also 

included the beliefs that society should regulate sexual 

activity and opposition to premarital sex, homosexual 

rights, sexual activity as an end in itself, and the 

separation of sex from procreation. The ambivalent type and 

the pro-choice type did not include sexuality attitudes or 

sexuality control relatively high in their structures. 
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Although Fried did not perform further analysis to 

determine how the types were related to individuals' 

attitudes toward legal abortion, ethnographic narratives 

indicate that the female activists embrace each attitudinal 

structure as expected. The relationship has not been 

tested, however. The narratives have provided rich and 

informative data that include a repeated theme of sexual 

control and the role of traditional family roles for 

assuring that control. Although this motherhood-sexual 

behavior link is suggested in various studies, it has not 

been examined specifically; nor has it been examined by sex. 

The present study will do so, hypothesizing that it is 

differential attitudes about this relationship that the 

abortion debate symbolizes. 

In summary, the failure to find a gender attitude and 

abortion attitude relationship may have been due to 

conceptual weaknesses. Studies that have not found a gender 

and abortion attitude relationship in females may have been 

tapping their common nurturance or caregiving attitudes. 

Studies that have not found a gender attitude and abortion 

attitude relationship in male respondents may have been 

tapping their common sexuality attitudes. Studies that have 

not found a gender attitude and abortion attitude 

relationship in individuals in general may have been tapping 

their common economic/gender attitudes. The present study 
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hypothesized that males and females who oppose legal 

abortion hold similar motherhood attitudes, and that males 

and females who favor legal abortion hold similar motherhood 

and sexuality attitudes. 

Although disentangling these relationships has not been 

theoretically or systematically attempted, research has 

revealed sex-different patterns of these relationships. A 

limitation of the ethnographic studies in particular, is 

their sole focus on activist group members and on women 

only. In order to understand the influences on individuals' 

attitudes toward legal abortion in the general population, 

both sexes and individuals with broad backgrounds must be 

systematically investigated. Sex-differences in legal 

abortion attitudes are presented here. 

Sex differences. Assuming that women would be more 

concerned than men about advancing freedom of choice 

regarding women's issues and birthing issues, women's 

conservative abortion attitudes have been puzzling (Blake, 

1971; Granberg & Granberg, 1985b). In the 1960s, women held 

less permissive attitudes toward abortion than men did 

(Blake, 1971). By 1978, sex differences were negligible 

(Ebaugh & Haney, 1980). Combs and Welch (1982) suggested 

that the higher religiosity of females is what kept them 

from being more supportive than males of legalized abortion. 

They argued that in cases of equal religious commitment 

between the sexes, females would be more approving of 
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abortion than males at each level. Granberg and Granberg 

(1985b) did not find support for this prediction in their 

analyses, however. 

The National Opinion Research Center (NORC) surveys 

revealed that females were significantly less approving than 

males of legal abortion in 1965, 1973, and 1983, but not 

overall, when averaged across 12 surveys between 1965 and 

1984 (Ebaugh & Haney, 1980). Ebaugh and Haney (1980) 

surmised that the sex stabilization might have to do with 

the juxtaposition of two opposing social movements, the 

Women's Movement and the Pro-Life Movement, which polarized 

positions and balanced the sex's opinions. Toward the end 

of the 1980s, when Szafran and Clagett (1988) analyzed the 

NORC surveys, they found significant sex differences only 

when sexuality and family ideological measures were included 

in the statistical analysis. 

The high involvement of males in the abortion debate 

and in the pro-life groups has been the source of 

investigation by a number of researchers. Admittedly, 

activist groups do not represent the general population, but 

the pro-life group is comprised of a larger percentage of 

males than comprises the pro-choice group (Granberg, 1981b). 

Both groups together, however, have a greater percentage of 

females than males, with eighty percent of the advocacy 

groups being comprised of females. To explain the 

phenomenon of males' non-approval of abortion, the 
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sociobiological perspective guided Granberg and Granberg's 

(1985a) study which proposed that males would consider a 

larger number of children as ideal and would be more opposed 

than females to legal abortion. Their hypothesis was not 

upheld. When education and religiosity were controlled, the 

correlation coefficients shifted slightly toward a smaller 

sex difference, but sex still showed a weak and non

significant relationship with attitude toward abortion, with 

females still only slightly more opposed than males. 

A number of methodological shortcomings limit Granberg 

and Granberg's (1985a) study. Analysis of the independent 

measure reveals that males were asked what they would advise 

their wives to do in the pregnancy circumstances, whereas 

females were asked what they themselves would do in the 

pregnancy circumstances. A gender-relevant contextual 

confounding may exist in this question, inasmuch as there 

are profound sex-different implications in lifecourse 

contexts in both background socialization and future 

consequences of reproduction. 

Because females are more personally affected than males 

by the decision to abort or to not abort, female information 

processing and responding to the question they were asked is 

probably different from that of males. The sex difference 

revealed by Granberg and Granberg's (1985a) study could have 

occurred because females were asked their views about a 

self-focused medical procedure, and about what some consider 



99 

a moral dilemma, whereas males responded as they would 

advise another person in these areas. It is possible that 

one would find different responses even if only females were 

asked about their own pregnancy and abortion situations 

versus their advice to another female. This analysis is 

supported by research findings indicating that responses are 

related to the subjects' own sexual behavior, pregnancy, and 

abortion experiences. For example, women who have had an 

abortion are far more likely to approve of legal abortion 

than women who have not had an abortion (Bogen, 1974; 

Granberg & Granberg, 1980; Smetana, 1979). Therefore, sex-

different responses might be related to the different way 

each sex experiences pregnancy and motherhood. On the other 

hand, Granberg and Granberg's (1985a) sex-different findings 

might be due to asking each sex to address and resolve a 

different "problem." Further, if the purpose of the 

investigation was to identify attitudes toward legal 

abortion, then an appropriate dependent variable would have 

addressed that variable rather than a decision-making 

variable about life-changing hypothetical situations. 

Finally, gender and family ideology probably confounded the 

results, in that the males' advice-giving was directed 

toward their wives. Therefore, this study may have revealed 

less about abortion attitudes than about other constructs. 

In order to understand the influence of background 

variables on legal abortion attitudes, theoretically 
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identified demographic variables have been selected for 

inclusion in the analysis. Theied demographic variables 

have been selected for inclusion in the analysis. The 

present study hypothesized that these demographic variables 

are not exerting an independent effect on abortion 

attitudes, but rather are mediated by the motherhood and 

sexuality ideological variables. The relevant demographic 

variables in the present study are religious fundamentalism, 

religiosity, education, social class, age, and number of 

children. The following section presents studies which have 

examined the relationship between these variables and 

abortion attitudes. 

Demographic Variables 

In general, surveys show that individuals who oppose 

legal abortion are more likely than those who favor it to be 

typically Catholic (Burnham, 1983; Henshaw, Forrest, & 

Blaine, 1984; Leahy, 1975; Prager, 1985; Rossi, 1967; 

Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969) or fundamentalist Protestants 

(Granberg, 1981a; Jaffe, Lindheim, & Lee, 1981; Paige, 1983; 

Staggenborg, 1987), to have more frequent attendance at 

religious services (Maxwell, 1970; Petersen & Mauss, 1976; 

Rossi, 1967), to have a baccalaureate degree or less, 

(Blake, 1971; Ebaugh & Haney, 1980; Granberg, 1978; Singh & 

Leahy, 1978; Skerry, 1978; Szafran & Clagett, 1988; Tedrow & 

Mahoney, 1979), to be of working or blue-collar occupations 

(Leahy, 1975; Rossi, 1967; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969), 
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to be of young childbearing age (Ebaugh & Haney, 1980; 

Ginsburg, 1987), and to desire a larger number of children 

(Clayton & Tolone, 1973; Singh, 1975; Singh, Erickson, & 

Williams, 1975; Singh & Leahy, 1978; Westoff, Moore, & 

Ryder, 1969; Westoff & Westoff, 1971). Although in the 

past, these variables have borne a major burden for 

explaining abortion position differences, their inclusion or 

explanation has not been guided by a theoretical 

perspective, nor have they been found to explain a large 

amount of the variance between the two polar positions on 

abortion (Mileti & Barnett, 1972). Each variable under 

examination in the present study will be presented here. 

Religious fundamentalism. Many people have the 

impression that the abortion issue is a religious debate and 

that opposition to legal abortion is primarily, if not 

exclusively, a Catholic concern (Heimer, 1976; Petersen & 

Mauss, 1976). It appears that more than three-fourths of 

the pro-life activists are Catholic, with most of the 

remainder being fundamentalist Protestants (Granberg, 1981a; 

Jaffe, Lindheim, & Lee, 1981; Paige, 1983; Staggenborg, 

1987). Others have found that those who do not favor legal 

abortion are, or have been, members of "anti-abortion" 

churches (Henshaw & Martire, 1982; Wright & Rogers, 1987; 

Wright & Rosenwasser, 1984). 

Granberg (1978) found abortion view differences not to 

be between Protestants and Catholics, but rather between 
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Protestants and Catholics on the one hand, and Jews and 

those with no religious affiliation on the other hand, with 

Jews much more favorable toward legal abortion than 

respondents reporting no religious identification. Of the 

five Protestant groups Granberg (1978) identified, abortion 

attitude differences among them were significant. Baptists 

were slightly more opposed to abortion than Catholics. 

Catholics and frequent-church-attending Baptists were 

considerably more opposed to legal abortion than were other 

religious categories; and Episcopalians, Jews, and persons 

with no religious affiliation were considerably more in 

favor of legalized abortion (Szafran & Clagett, 1988). 

Those who favor legal abortion are more diverse 

religiously than those who oppose it. Their make-up tends 

to be comprised of Methodists, Presbyterians, Episcopalians, 

Jews, or agnostics. Pro-choice activists also tend to be 

members of other groups which support the women's movement 

(Jaffe, Lindheim, & Lee, 1981; Luker, 1984). Other 

researchers (Blake & del Pinal, 1980; Ebaugh & Haney, 1980; 

Tedin, 1978) have found abortion and other women's issue 

differences to be between fundamentalist and non-

fundamentalist denominations, although Szafran and Clagett 

(1988) found the fundamentalist difference to appear only 

for those who attend church two or more times a month. 

Often investigations of religious influence on social 

behavior have been attempted by studying "religiosity," 
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frequently defined as level of church attendance. Logic 

would suggest a positive relationship between "religiosity" 

and conservative political and social beliefs and behavior, 

but some studies have shown little or no effect of 

religiosity on political and social beliefs (Wuthnow, 1973). 

Measuring the impact of religiosity by aggregating 

Protestants into one category is misleading, however, due to 

vast doctrinal as well as structural differences among 

Protestant denominations. Part of the difficulty in using a 

measure as global as "religiosity" is that both "religion" 

and "political and social beliefs" (i.e., abortion 

attitudes) are multidimensional. Further, neither have any 

single conceptual or operational definition. 

Driedger (1974) suggested that if relationships between 

religion and political and social beliefs are to be 

demonstrated, it is important that there be an obvious and 

straight-forward connection between the religious 

independent variable and the political and social dependent 

variable. This requires an understanding of both the social 

issue and the religious doctrine, which is often outside the 

knowledge base of the social scientist. For example, the 

decade review of NORC surveys that categorized Baptists, 

Lutherans, and Methodists together as fundamentalist (Ebaugh 

& Haney, 1980) would distort the findings from their 

"religiosity" measure, as none of these groups are 

fundamentalist nor should they all be placed in a common 
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category. The present study will employ the scheme 

presented by Grupp and Newman (1973) that ranks 

denominations along a liberal/conservative continuum with 

nonaffiliates and Jews at the liberal end and sectarian 

denominations at the conservative end. 

The legal abortion debate should be one such 

political/social dependent variable that is logically 

connected with the fundamentalist religion independent 

variable. The link between fundamentalism and the abortion 

issue seems to be in the stress that fundamentalist 

denominations place on authority, traditionalism, and a 

literal interpretation of the Bible regarding social 

relationships and family life, believing that the Bible has 

ordained a natural structure of authority in society with 

God above man, man above woman, and woman above child 

(Curtis, 1975). Religious fundamentalists assert that legal 

abortion availability challenges that interpretation, thus 

undermining a "natural and ordained" family and challenging 

traditional and hierarchical relationships between men and 

women. A religious and family ideology relationship is 

manifest in the positive correlation between pro-life 

religious fundamentalism and desire for a larger number of 

children (Granberg, 1978), disapproval of divorce (Finlay, 

1981) and traditionally differentiated family roles (Tedin, 

1978). These are items of "personal morality," in the 

fundamentalist view. 
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Religious liberals, on the other hand, tend to stress 

morality in terms of social relationships (i.e., a "social 

morality") and to connect religious commitment to dealing 

with social injustice and trying to make the world a better 

place in which to live. This theological orientation has 

been termed by Stark and Clock (1971) as a "this world," as 

opposed to an "other world," perspective. Granberg (1981a) 

found corroborative evidence of an "other world" perspective 

from pro-life and religiously oriented people who ranked 

"personal salvation" as the most important of the 18 

terminal values identified by Rokeach (1973). According to 

Driedger (1974), those committed to a "this world" 

orientation tend to be highly supportive of individual 

liberties. Regarding the non-religiously affiliated, 

although they may not be motivated on the abortion issue by 

religion, they are likely to have more in common with 

religious liberals than with religious fundamentalists 

regarding their "world view" and beliefs about Biblical 

authority. 

Although a careful classification of religious 

orientations is hypothesized to reveal a significant 

positive relationship between fundamentalist religious 

orientation and restrictive sexuality and motherhood 

ideology, sorting out the independent influence of religion 

on these ideologies is not simple. That is, dimensions of 

both religion and the abortion issue are intertwined with 
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region, urban/rural residence, and social class. Thus, 

denominational cleavages on the abortion issue may have 

nondoctrinal sources. For instance, there may be a 

relationship between religious orientation and abortion 

attitudes that results from socialization, peer group, and 

work group interactions among coreligionists. Cleavages may 

also be due to differences in socioeconomic status among the 

denominations as a whole. 

An additional influence of religion on abortion 

attitudes may lie in churches' ability to bring together in 

one place a group of people who have common beliefs 

regarding prenatal life and who have made personal 

investments in certain lifestyles (i.e., full-time 

homemaking and childcare giving) (Luker, 1984). For 

example, Staggenborg (1987) found that pro- and anti-

abortion sympathizers and activists differed on variables 

that she suggested were indicators of lifestyle preferences: 

views on premarital and extra-marital sex, divorce, ideal 

family size, and other family issues. Thus, if a highly 

visible anti-abortion movement is connected with a certain 

denominational group, it helps people "find what they are 

already looking for" (Luker, 1984, p. 150) and may indicate 

a systematic self-selection process of individuals to 

specific religious groups. In those cases, individual 

rather than religious variables may be primary influences in 

abortion attitudes. 
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Rather than assessing the influence of religion by 

denomination, some researchers simply measured frequency of 

church attendance, finding that its positive correlation 

with opposition to abortion mitigates the effects of other 

demographic variables (Granberg & Granberg, 1980; Granberg & 

Denney, 1982). High church attendance, however, may be an 

indicator of fundamentalism, as that is a part of its 

imposed doctrine. Further, fundamentalist denominations 

afford more opportunities for church attendance than liberal 

denominations. In fact, an interaction of religious 

affiliation and church attendance has been found by some. 

Szafran and Clagett (1988) found that Catholics who usually 

attend church services at least twice a month are least 

likely to approve of legalized abortion, and Baptists who 

usually attend church services at least twice a month are 

almost as likely to disapprove. Catholics and Baptists who 

do not regularly attend church services more closely 

resemble members of other religious denominations than their 

frequently attending coreligionists on attitudes toward 

legal abortion. Members of other religious denominations 

show less variance in their abortion attitudes in 

relationship to their church attendance; but their smaller 

number of meeting times also limits their members from 

scoring on the high extreme on an attendance measure. 

Therefore, the present study will assess denominational 

affiliation in conjunction with attendance and other 
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measures of religiosity in order to disentangle the 

confounding of the two variables. 

Religiosity. Religiosity, operationally defined most 

often by frequency of church attendance, positively 

correlates with opposition to abortion (Bardis, 1975; 

Clayton & Tolone, 1973; Ebaugh & Haney, 1980; Granberg, 

1981a; Granberg & Denney, 1982; Granberg & Granberg, 1980; 

Maxwell, 1970; Petersen & Mauss, 1976; Rossi, 1967; Singh & 

Leahy, 197 8; Tedrow & Mahoney, 1979; Westoff, Moore, & 

Ryder, 1969). Although the pro-life activist is most likely 

to be a Catholic who attends Mass frequently (Szafran & 

Clagett, 1988; Granberg, 1981a), several researchers 

(Maxwell, 1970; Petersen and Mauss, 1976; Rossi, 1967) have 

found that more frequent attendance at religious services in 

any orientation is associated with opposition to legalized 

abortion. It has been found that those who identify with a 

religious group but who never attend services are much more 

liberal regarding abortion legality than any of the church

goers (Ebaugh & Haney, 1980). Twice as many of those who 

attend once a year favor abortion under all the pregnancy 

conditions as those who attend weekly. About one-fourth of 

the weekly attenders oppose abortion for all reasons 

compared with 4 to 16 percent (depending on the year of 

analysis) of those who attend 2 to 3 times a month (Ebaugh & 

Haney, 1980). 
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There are a variety of explanations regarding the 

relationship between frequent church attendance and abortion 

attitudes. Church attendance may serve to indoctrinate and 

activate a group of regularly assembling like-minded people 

toward a like-minded cause (Himmelstein, 1986; Luker, 1984; 

Staggenborg, 1987), to offer frequent exposure to church 

teachings and a feeling of closer identification with the 

ongoing activities of a group of people (Ebaugh & Haney, 

1980), or to incorporate the teachings into one's own belief 

system. Each of these, however, is an embedded part of the 

fundamentalist doctrine that emphasizes church attendance 

and additional church activities for the purpose of 

maintaining commitment to the denomination and its teachings 

and as a base for extending the doctrine to others. 

The interaction between different kinds of religious 

involvement and religious affiliation in relationship with 

attitudes toward abortion has been noted. Church attendance 

is one such measure, and its correlation with scores on 

abortion attitudes is stronger for Catholics than it is for 

Protestants when a control for denominational affiliation is 

added to the analysis (Granberg, 1978). A second measure of 

religiosity, which asks people whether they considered 

themselves a strong or not very strong Catholic or 

Protestant (Granberg, 1978), revealed the same change in 

correlation. In a subsequent study, Granberg (1981a) 

similarly found that pro-life activists consider religion 
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very important to them (87%) in comparison to the pro-choice 

group (25%). It must be remembered, however, that the pro-

choice group is religiously heterogeneous and includes 30% 

who are either agnostic or atheist. Therefore, for the 

religiously inclined in the pro-choice group, it is not 

known whether they are less serious about their religion. 

Granberg (1978, 1981a, 1982b) interpreted these 

findings to mean that for Catholics, opposition to abortion 

is derived from or centered in their religion, whereas the 

diminished Protestant correlations indicated that 

Protestants derive their opposition elsewhere. Granberg 

noted that the denominational affiliation and involvement 

were related to views on abortion in a complex manner, by 

religious group, although he did not elaborate further. 

Those who study social movements argue that it may be 

regular attendance rather than the religious affiliation 

that serves to activate people toward certain positions on 

legal abortion. Similar to the religious fundamentalist 

discussion, they explain the role of church attendance as 

the means that indoctrinates people toward social thought or 

activism through religious participation and teaching 

(Granberg, 1982b), that sustains activation through 

continued interactions with religious leaders (Staggenborg, 

1987), or that provides networks that can mobilize groups or 

ideas (Hofman, 1986; Liebman, 1983; Simpson, 1983). On the 

other hand, the fundamentalist/frequent-attendance/pro-life 



I l l 

link could occur because those who come together to an 

activist position through high levels of church 

participation are persons with flexible schedules who are 

"available" for recruitment. For example, as Granberg and 

Denney (1982) and Luker (1984) reported, female pro-life 

activists are more likely than pro-choice activists to be 

housewives. Thus, their schedules allow high levels of 

activity regarding church and social issues. 

No matter how it has been measured, the impact of 

religion on the abortion debate has been noted by many. 

Thus, although the empirical relationship between religion 

and opposition to abortion and other feminist issues has 

often been ignored in theoretical discussions, understanding 

its influence on social issues is considered to be important 

(Himmelstein, 1986), but probably has been minimized. In 

terms of abortion attitudes, religion appears to contribute 

a significant influence. For example, when abortion 

attitudes have been assessed in relation to religion, sex, 

race, or education, religiosity has the strongest 

correlation with abortion attitudes, followed by education 

(Furstenberg, 1972; Granberg & Granberg, 1985b; Pomeroy & 

Landman, 1972; Singh, 1976). As noted earlier, the effects 

of religion do not operate independently on attitudes toward 

women's social and sexual roles. Rather, religious 

affiliation is intertwined with socioeconomic status and 

education. 
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Religion has been found to interact with education in 

its relationship to legal abortion attitudes. Granberg 

(1978) found that among Protestants, opposition to legal 

abortion decreased as education increased, whereas among 

Catholics, the influence of education was not so strong. 

Bardis (1975) found that for many of the Catholic students, 

attendance at Catholic colleges provided a continuation of 

religious indoctrination (Bardis, 1975). Bardis' (1975) 

study, however, revealed mixed results regarding the 

relationship between education and abortion attitudes. He 

concluded that church attendance is more closely related to 

abortion attitudes than Catholic education is, because of 

the higher correlation found between opposition to abortion 

and number of religious services attended than between 

opposition to abortion and level of education. Besides 

disentangling religious denominational differences and 

religiosity effects, the influences of education are also 

related to gender attitudes, requiring that each be 

considered in relation to the other. Education has shown 

identifiable patterns of influence on legal abortion 

favorability and appears to be related to each of the 

variables under investigation. 

Education. It has been found consistently that the 

greater the amount of education, the less likely individuals 

are to oppose legal abortion (Blake, 1971; Ebaugh & Haney, 

1980; Granberg, 1978; Singh & Leahy, 1978; Skerry, 1978; 
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Szafran & Clagett, 1988; Tedrow & Mahoney, 1978). Further, 

the greater the education, the greater the likelihood of 

"consistently" approving of legal abortion (Szafran & 

Clagett, 1988). The only exception is Catholics who attend 

church frequently (Blake, 1971, 1973, 1977; Leahy, 1976; 

Rossi, 1967; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969). This 

exception, however, could be related to either their 

religion, their religiosity, or their college experience. 

Granberg and Granberg (1985b) noted that when Catholics 

who have attended Catholic colleges are excluded from the 

analysis, the relationship between education and abortion 

approval among Catholics becomes similar to the pattern 

found among Protestants. Thus, the nature of the 

educational experience rather than education per se may lead 

to differences in attitudes toward legal abortion. On the 

other hand, the factor of individual selection of one's own 

environment—the kind of college experience—may be in 

operation. The present study will simultaneously examine 

education, educational experience, and religious factors in 

order to assess these two opposing views. 

In his investigation of students in a Catholic college, 

Bardis (1975) found that education in general tended to be a 

liberalizing force among Catholic students, especially among 

the more educated Catholic women. Overall, he found that 

females, especially younger ones, tended to be consistently 

more conservative in their abortion attitudes than males 
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were (Bardis, 1972a; 1972b; 1975) and that younger Catholic 

college students were more conservative in their abortion 

attitudes than older students (Bardis, 1975). Bardis (1975) 

also found that those who majored in the social sciences 

were more "liberal" in their attitudes toward legal abortion 

than those who majored in the natural sciences. Further, 

those who planned to do graduate work were more liberal than 

those who had no such plans. It is unknown which of the 

variables—education, one's major, or personal values—are 

temporally prior to one another. Further, the apparent 

liberalizing influence of education may be due to the amount 

of education, the kind of educational experience, age, or 

interaction with peers. Each of these explanations has 

found empirical support. 

Investigation of undergraduates in a non-Catholic 

institution revealed that there was a positive relationship 

between age and favorability toward legal abortion (Wright & 

Rogers, 1987). This finding is consistent with other 

studies (Hanshaw & Martire, 1982; Maxwell, 1970). Maxwell 

(1970) speculated that older students were more liberal due 

to the fact that they have had more opportunities to come in 

contact with friends and acquaintances who had experienced 

abortions. Maxwell measured age only, however, rather than 

number of years in college. 

The present study will examine the influence of 

education but will also examine a wider range of ages and 
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experiences than just college age and experience. As an 

extended range of age is considered in the present study, so 

must an extended range of experiences be considered, such as 

the individuals' birthing experience. Even among college 

students, it has been found that those who have been 

pregnant or who have impregnated someone are more likely to 

favor legal abortion than those who have not had these 

experiences (Wright & Rogers, 1987). There is more than 

just the experience of pregnancy influencing abortion 

attitudes, however, inasmuch as young mothers are the least 

likely group to favor legal abortion (Ginsburg, 1987). 

Thus, there remains an incomplete understanding of the 

influence of personal experience and educational experience 

on abortion attitudes. 

In a review of National Opinion Surveys, Ebaugh and 

Haney (1980) found that those with college education were 

the most liberal in their abortion attitudes. The changes 

which appeared over the previous decade regarding the impact 

of education on abortion attitudes, however, were a 

liberalization of attitudes of people with lower levels of 

education and a stabilization of attitudes of people with 

higher levels of education. Further, the number of 

individuals who favored abortion under all the pregnancy 

circumstances were fewer than the previous decade. The only 

exception was that college educated did not decline in their 

consistent approval. 
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From these trends, the influence of educational levels 

is unclear, and the current status of the relationship is 

unknown. It may be that college education is distinct in 

its relationship with attitudes toward sexuality and 

motherhood. On the other hand, it may be that the education 

is spuriously related to other variables whose changes are 

blurring the effects of education. Because the role of 

social class has appeared in all the variables thus far 

discussed (Granberg, 1978, 1981a, 1982b), and is intricately 

intertwined with education, the effects of education will be 

assessed apart from other social class items. This is 

especially important in the present economically changing 

society where education and income may not be as strongly 

correlated as they have been in former years. Therefore, 

the relationship of religion, education, and social class 

will be entered in the analysis in the present study. 

Social Class. In general, surveys reveal that support 

for legal abortion is positively related to socioeconomic 

status (Blake, 1971; Granberg, 1978, 1981a, 1982b). 

Socioeconomic status has been variously operationalized, but 

has included income, occupational prestige, and subjective 

social class, all of which have been found to be positively 

related to favorability toward abortion (Granberg, 1978). 

Individuals who disapprove of legal abortion are more likely 

to be in the low- to middle-income range, to have working or 

blue collar occupations, and to have a baccalaureate degree 
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or less (Leahy, 1976; Rossi, 1967; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 

1969). Individuals who approve of legal abortion are more 

likely to be in the mid-income range, to have professional 

careers, and to have a baccalaureate degree or more 

(Burnham, 1983; Henshaw, Forrest, & Blaine, 1984; Prager, 

1985) . 

It is known that social-economic status has a positive 

relationship with support for civil liberties (Erickson & 

Luttbeg, 1975). Also, those from rural areas tend to be 

less supportive of civil liberties (Hamilton, 1973). A 

similar relationship holds for social class and religious 

denominational preference, with more conservative Protestant 

groups tending to be comprised of lower social class 

individuals who come from less urban areas (Lipset, 1970). 

Although fundamentalist religion may influence abortion 

attitudes regardless of social class or area of residence, 

the present study asserts that legal abortion is a civil 

liberty that is related to social class variables in ways 

similar to other civil liberties. These social class 

influences have been found with activist group members. 

Pro-life members are less likely to live in an urban 

setting, less likely to be employed full-time, and more 

likely to be homemakers than pro-choice activists (Granberg, 

1981a; Henshaw, Forrest, & Tietze, 1981; Henshaw & O'Reilly, 

1983; Sullivan, Tietze, & Dryfoos, 1977). Fifty-four 

percent of female pro-life activists compared to 7 9 percent 
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of pro-choice activists are employed (Granberg, 1981b). 

Only 16 percent of the pro-life women were employed full-

time compared to 49 percent of pro-choice women. With 

increasing female employment during the past decade, it is 

not known if female employment and social class are 

currently more weakly correlated with abortion attitudes 

than in the past, if the relationship is stronger due to a 

conservative social attitude trend, or if female employment 

differences are an artifact of the activist groups and not 

apparent in the general population. Female employment and 

social status in general may be influenced by religious 

denomination, education, childbirth status, or age. As 

noted in the discussion regarding education, age is 

intertwined with education, birthing status, and experience, 

and so its effects must be partialed out. 

Age. Several studies in the 1960s indicated that 

younger adults were more opposed to abortion than were older 

adults (Blake, 1971; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969). The 

trend began to reverse itself by 1972, however. A 

comparison of legal abortion attitudes by age over a decade 

showed that both the younger and the older age groups had 

become more conservative than during previous years (Ebaugh 

& Haney, 1980). By 1974, people under 30 appeared to be 

more conservative in their abortion attitudes (especially 

evident in the polarized category), and increasing 

proportions of individuals aged 30-44 indicated more liberal 
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attitudes than had been previously noted. Simultaneously, 

people over 45 became more conservative after 1974. In 

contrast, the middle age group (30-44) showed a consistent 

trend toward increasing liberalization of legal abortion 

attitudes (Ebaugh & Haney, 1980). During the same period, 

Granberg (1981a) found that pro-life activists were more 

likely to be in their late childbearing years (ages 31-45), 

a trend that is now reversed (Ginsburg, 1987). 

Although some researchers (Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 

1969) have found that women past their childbearing years 

are generally more liberal than other women no matter what 

the societal milieu, age alone does not account for a 

socially conservative or liberal stance. The influence of 

age on stances and attitudes regarding social issues may 

have its source in childbirth status rather than age per se. 

(Recall that generally, women are less liberal and less 

approving of legal abortion than men are.) Granberg (1978) 

found that in the general population, those who disapprove 

of abortion are more likely to be in their childbearing 

years and to be married than are individuals in the pro-

choice group. Because childbirthing and age are inter

related, shifts may be revealed in the relationship of age 

and legal abortion favorability, varying by cohort group. 

Evidence of a relationship between age and 

childbirthing status is indicated in the cohort clusters 

found in the two activist groups. Ginsburg (1987) found 
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that pro-life activists tend to cluster into two groups: one 

cohort born in the 1920s and the second born in the 1950s. 

These cohorts are comprised of young mothers or mothers of 

the young mothers, the new grandmothers. Pro-choice 

activists, on the other hand, cluster in a group born in the 

1940s who generally are past childbearing (Ginsburg, 1987). 

Ginsburg (1987) maintains that a cohort and social 

mileau interaction is also occurring, which is plausible 

given the social changes across the 1960 and 1970 decades. 

The pro-life activists discussed their sense of 

identification with their advocacy group which evolved from 

their own movement into motherhood. For this group, this 

occurred in the late 1970s when feminism was on the wane as 

an active social movement and pro-life and anti-ERA activity 

were on the rise. On the other hand, pro-choice activists 

made contact with the social movements of the late 19 60s and 

early 1970s about the time they had completed childbearing. 

This group reported that the particular social period and 

social movement activities, during which they achieved 

marriage and parenthood was a central experience for them. 

Thus, the influence of age on abortion attitudes 

appears to be related to the timing of childbirthing in 

interaction with one's lifespan stage and the societal 

climate. These societal shifts could have an influence on 

the education and socioeconomic status variables as well. 

Age may be related to societal changes and women's 
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increasing contact with higher education (Ebaugh & Haney, 

1980). On the other hand, the liberalization identified 

with age may be reflective of a relationship between 

education and childbirthing status, resulting in 

childbearing beginning at later ages. Because of the sex 

differences previously noted, age must be examined within 

the contexts of both sex and childbirthing status. The 

present study will assess childbirthing status not only in 

terms of having experienced childbirth versus not having 

experienced it, but also in terms of the number of children 

in the family. 

Number of children. A relationship between number of 

children and legal abortion attitudes has been found 

repeatedly. A number of studies have found "desire for 

children" or "ideal family size" to be related to abortion 

attitudes (Granberg, 1978, 1982b; Granberg & Granberg, 

1985a; Singh & Leahy, 1978; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969). 

The more the commitment to small family size, the greater 

the support for legalized abortion (Clayton & Tolone, 1973; 

Singh, 1976; Singh, Erickson, & Williams, 1975; Singh & 

Leahy, 1978; Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969; Westoff & 

Westoff, 1971). Finlay (1981) found that as the number of 

expected children increased and as respondents believed more 

strongly that one's life is "not complete" without children, 

opposition to abortion increased. Each of these researchers 

have varied in the way they operationalized the "desire for 
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children." it has been measured as the "ideal" family size, 

"expected" family size, "desired" family size, or "actual" 

family size. 

Guided by sociobiological theory, Granberg and Granberg 

(1985a) examined a male/female difference in desire for 

children and legal abortion attitudes. They hypothesized 

that males would have a desire for a greater number of 

offspring that would result in more conservative abortion 

attitudes than would be found in females. The reverse was 

found. There was no significant sex difference for ideal 

number of children, and males were slightly more liberal in 

their attitudes toward abortion than were females. Ideal 

family size correlated more strongly with education and 

religiosity than with sex of the respondent. The 

relationship between ideal and actual number of children 

varied considerably among education and religious subgroups, 

however. The desire for a certain number of children may 

have little or no relationship to the number of children 

that people consider to be ideal or to the actual number of 

children they have. 

Several researchers have argued that asking people 

their ideal number of children is superficial and inadequate 

(Blake, 1966, 1967; Granberg, 1982b). It has been proposed 

that people may have the number of children they consider 

ideal, or they may consider ideal the number of children 

they already have (Kiesler, 1977). To try to control for 
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the rationalization of one's own situation, Granberg (1982b) 

used a technique of measuring people's latitude of 

acceptance or rejection regarding family size. This 

technique consists of asking respondents' latitude of 

preferences consisting of alternatives marked as "ideal" or 

"also acceptable," and latitude of rejection consisting of 

alternatives marked as "most undesirable" or "also 

undesirable" number of children. 

In Granberg's (1982b) assessment of activists, he found 

that among pro-choice activists, there was a strong 

consensus that two children are ideal. Among pro-life 

activists, there was more diversity, but four was the modal 

number of children regarded as ideal. Pro-choice activists 

reported that the largest number provided (7 or more) was 

most undesirable, whereas pro-life activists reported that 0 

or 1 child was most undesirable. 

This method provided information not found by simply 

asking respondents' ideal number of children. The latitude 

of rejection differentiated the groups more successfully 

than the latitude of acceptance. That is, of the two 

activist groups, the pro-life group tended to have 

significantly smaller latitudes of rejection, i.e., fewer 

categories that they regarded as most undesirable. They 

tended to cluster their lack of acceptance around the 0 and 

1 child category. Granberg (1982b) noted that the latitude 

of rejection result parallels other findings, whereby ego 
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involvement is associated more with the latitude of 

rejection than with the latitude of acceptance (Sherif, 

Sherif, & Negergall, 1965). Thus, latitude of rejection may 

reflect individuals' own lifestyle choices and adoption. 

For example, there was a correspondence of pro-life 

opinions with their actual behavior. That is, pro-life 

activists tended to come from larger families, with an 

average of 3.8 siblings and 3.4 offspring compared to pro-

choice group's 2.2 siblings and 1.6 offspring (Granberg, 

1982b). Pro-life activists were more likely to be in the 

childbearing years, more likely to be married, and less 

likely to be divorced than pro-choice activists. 

Additionally, when married people only were considered, 

within each age group, pro-life activists still had 

significantly more children than pro-choice activists had. 

They were far more likely (44% vs. 1%) than the pro-choice 

members to agree with the item, "A couple should have as 

many children as God wills." Further, latitude of rejection 

remained as a significant predictor of group membership when 

other factors were controlled, whereas "ideal number of 

children" did not remain significant. 

Therefore, the present study will ask the number of 

children individuals have, along with assessing their 

latitude of acceptance and rejection, while controlling for 

age. Because it has been found that women who have had an 

abortion are more likely to approve of legal abortion than 
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women who have not had an abortion (Bogen, 1974; Granberg & 

Granberg, 1980; Wright & Rogers, 1987), the present study 

will also take into account the person's number of 

pregnancies, abortions, childbirths, and children. 

A post-hoc explanation for the relationship between 

"ideal number of children" and the previously discussed 

demographic variables has been offered, although a 

theoretical explanation has not been forthcoming. The 

explanation was introduced when Singh and Leahy (19 78) 

simultaneously analyzed a number of demographic variables 

with legal abortion attitudes and found a positive 

relationship between "ideal number of children" and 

disapproval of legal abortion, which increased in magnitude 

when attendance at religious services and sexual 

restrictiveness were added to the analysis. Using partial 

correlations, the researchers found that education had 

indirect effects on legal abortion attitudes by operating 

through sexual permissiveness and through the desire to have 

fewer children. 

Singh and Leahy's (1978) research was neither theory-

driven nor based on presupposed relationships. Post-hoc 

analyses formed the basis for explaining their findings, 

that education and religiousness lead to the 
development of two ideological frames of thinking: 
(a) a set of beliefs about the appropriateness of 
certain types of sexual behavior, such as 
premarital sexual relations, and (b) a set of 
fertility beliefs, such as those about ideal 
family size. These ideological frames of 
reference, in turn, have a very significant impact 
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upon one's attitude toward discretionary abortion. 
(Singh & Leahy, 1978, p. 387) 

The authors conclude by saying they are inclined to 

defend what they found as a causal order, "that sexual 

attitude logically precedes one's attitude toward abortion, 

which is more reflective of one's natalistic views" (Singh & 

Leahy, 1978, p. 387). The present study expects a somewhat 

different ordering of variables. Because of the feminist 

assumptions, the present study has entered the additional 

variable of motherhood ideology into the model, and expects 

that the sexuality and motherhood ideologies to be the 

intervening variables rather than the ideal number of 

children mediating 

the effects of the demographic variables on attitude toward 

legal abortion. 

Summary 

In summary, a review of the various bodies of research 

literature indicates a sexuality-motherhood-abortion 

attitude link. The process by which this transpires is 

suggested in the schema model of information processing. 

Research indicates that there are gender-specific 

stereotypes and expectations that are perceived and utilized 

differently by each sex. Therefore, the present study will 

investigate the influence of the sexuality/gender schema on 

legal abortion attitudes and its variance by sex. 

The strength of sexuality and motherhood ideology as 

intervener variables is hypothesized to differ by sex. The 
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motherhood variable is hypothesized as being the stronger 

intervener variable for males, whereas the sexuality 

variable is hypothesized as being the stronger intervener 

variable for females. It is hypothesized that for males who 

indicate a salient attitude that equates womanhood with 

motherhood, that attitude will override other variables. It 

is hypothesized that females will be distinguished in their 

abortion attitudes on the basis of their utilization of a 

sexuality/gender schema in terms of the interaction of their 

attitudes toward the dimensions of sexual behavior and 

motherhood. For females, the sexuality and motherhood 

dimensions of gender will have a weaker influence on legal 

abortion attitudes in conditions of high levels of a 

sexuality/gender schema than in conditions of low levels of 

a sexuality/gender schema. Females with more permissive 

attitudes in these dimensions will be more favorable toward 

legal abortion. 

Partial correlations will be utilized in the analysis 

in order to assess the relative influence of the identified 

demographic variables on one another and on the sexuality 

and motherhood variables, as they in turn influence abortion 

attitudes. Because response patterns of these variables 

appear sensitive to different aspects of abortion, the 

present study has designated the aspect that both males and 

females can address, i.e., their level of legal abortion 



favorability. chapter III win discuss the procedures and 

statistical methodology to be used for testing the study's 

hypotheses. 



CHAPTER III 

METHODS 

Procedure 

Subjects 

This project investigated adult males' and females' 

attitudes toward genderized social phenomena in adulthood. 

Included in the investigation were demographic and 

ideological variables that were predicted to be associated 

with attitudes toward legal abortion. The study required 

that subjects be voting age male and female adults. 

Subjects received a cover letter describing the study 

and assuring anonymity (Appendix A), an entry ticket to 

voluntarily fill out for a chance to win a monetary drawing 

(Appendix A), a questionnaire (Appendix B), and a pencil and 

a self-addressed stamped envelope for returning the 

questionnaire. The questionnaire was prepared in a 4" x 

5.5" stapled booklet form. Questionnaires were distributed 

by contact persons, and the respondents were instructed to 

return the questionnaire either to their contact person 

(63.4% of the respondents utilized this method) or by mail 

in a self-addressed stamped envelope to the research post 

office box (36.6% of the respondents did so). The chance 

ticket was returned by 456, or 99.35%, of the respondents. 

The sample was drawn from 30 sources and was comprised 

of individuals, groups, organizations, and educational 

settings from six states, primarily in the State of Texas. 

129 
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Of 1098 questionnaires distributed, 462, or 42%, were 

returned. The sample was comprised of individuals acquired 

through friendship networks (n=128), municipality employees 

(n=29), church groups (n=5), a retail business (n=13), 

hospital employees (n=35), a school system (n=5), a daycare 

(n=9), a law enforcement agency (n=20), a study group 

(n=12), a senior citizen's group (n=15), a religious 

advocacy group (n=8), a healthcare agency (n=21), a computer 

club (n=4), a childcare group (n=15), an engineering 

organization (n=19), an auto mechanics business (n=19), a 

religious college class (n=52), a state supported university 

class (n=29), and a technical/vocational class (n=42). 

Although an attempt has been made to include a 

demographic cross section, the sample was not truly random. 

Because subjects were recruited from prescribed groups, the 

sample does not represent all members of the United States 

population, thus limiting generalizability. Most of the 

subjects were drawn from the state of Texas population, 

which could introduce an unknown systematic bias. Further, 

those who agreed to participate may have introduced a bias 

due to self-selection. 

The distribution process, however, attempted to sample 

individuals who represented adults of diverse ages, 

religious orientations, and ethnic, educational, 

socioeconomic, and family backgrounds. The resulting sample 

appears to have achieved that goal in each of the 
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demographic variables and to be representative of the state 

of Texas population. The sample was comprised of 83.88% 

Anglos, 10.46% Hispanics, and 3.7% Blacks (compared to the 

regional composition of 60.6%, 25.6%, and 11.6%, 

respectively). The average personal income was $13,086.75 

for females and $20,487.43 for males (compared to the state 

of Texas per person average of $16,881). The occupations of 

the sample were primarily concentrated in general office, 

material labor, construction trades, and sales. There were 

47.3% persons in these groups (compared to 40.7% in the 

state of Texas). Regarding education, 2 3.2% of the sample 

reported high school as their highest level of education 

(compared to 25.9% in Texas), 28.1% had some college 

(compared to 22.9% in Texas), and 15.6% reported a bachelor 

degree as their highest educational attainment (compared to 

12.6% in Texas). The largest concentration of the sample, 

46.3%, was in the 25-44 year-old age category (compared to 

28.7% in Texas). 

The questionnaire included the instruments described in 

the following section. Each instrument is described under 

the heading of the variable that it is intended to assess. 

The complete model of the variables and the instruments for 

assessing them is presented in Figure 3.1. 

Demographic Variables 

Background Data Inventory. Background data were 

collected for the construction of the demographic variables. 
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The demographic variables include the person's sex, 

religious affiliation and level of fundamentalism, 

religiosity, education, occupation, income, age, birthing 

experience, and number of children. 

The religious fundamentalism measure consisted of 

religious denominational affiliation, level of conservative 

or liberal religious beliefs of respondents and teachings of 

their religious affiliation, frequency of attendance at 

religious services, estimated percentage of attendance at 

available religious services, and a fundamentalism scale 

(McFarland, 1989). 

The Fundamentalism Scale (McFarland, 1989) consisted of 

six questions dealing primarily with Biblical authority and 

is answered by indicating the level of agreement with each 

statement, from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 (strongly agree). 

A total score—ranging from 6 to 3 0 — w a s computed, with the 

mean score used in the statistical analyses. Higher scores 

indicated greater adherence to fundamentalist religious 

doctrine. 

Although the scale has not been assessed in terms of 

its reliability or validity, high fundamentalism scores 

obtained on it have been found to correlate positively with 

discriminatory attitudes and with a general discrimination 

factor (McFarland, 1989). The scale has been found to 

predict intolerant attitudes and discrimination against 

Blacks, women, and homosexuals. In McFarland's (1989) 
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study, high fundamentalism scores were inversely correlated 

with intrinsic (religion as the orienting center of one's 

life rather than as a motive to other ends) and quest 

(openminded search for truth) religious orientations. Its 

face validity was obtained from interviews with 

fundamentalist ministers (McFarland, 1989). Scores from all 

the fundamentalism measures were utilized in the assessment 

of the relationship of religious fundamentalism with 

sexuality ideology and motherhood ideology. 

Other background questions assessed religiosity by 

asking the importance of religion in the respondent's life; 

the respondent's level of education and the kind of 

educational institution attended (public, private, or church 

supported); social class, measured by occupation and income; 

and number of children conceived, number birthed, number and 

age of children currently being cared for by the respondent 

(including step-children), and latitude of rejection and 

latitude of acceptance of ideal number of children 

(Granberg, 1982b). 

Sexuality/Gender Schema 

Situation/Target Description Task. Although it may not 

be entirely possible to assess all that people are 

processing internally when they make judgments about the 

abortion issue, it may be possible to predict decoding and 

encoding strategies (Mischel, 1973) by means of creative 

assessment devices. The construction and scoring of the 
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Situation/Target Description Task was designed for the 

present study. 

In order to understand how a person perceives a 

situation or issue, it is essential to examine a 

comprehensive representation of what the situation is 

signifying to the perceiver (Endler, 1977). Although there 

are unresolved conceptual and definitional problems as to 

what elements are included in a situation, that which is 

measured must be broad enough to assess whether persons are 

responding to the unique event at hand or whether they are 

responding independently of the situation, using a schema. 

Because an important element of a situation or issue 

includes the other (target) persons involved, they influence 

the perceptions and reactions of a perceiver responding to 

the situation or issue (Endler, 1977). Thus, the present 

task assesses the subjects' response to legal abortion and 

to an individual experiencing the legal abortion situation. 

This approach is divergent from the way in which schema 

previously has been assessed. 

Gender schema has traditionally been assessed by 

subjects' self-report rating of their own traits (Bem, 1974, 

1981a, 1984). McClelland (1981) states that self-reports 

cannot be trusted "because the person is unaware of 

unconscious...schemes that shape his or her behavior" (p. 

92), and as such, that self-reports do not measure schema at 

all. Further, it has been found that what people say about 
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themselves, or their stated reasons for doing things, are 

not reported accurately (Nisbett & Wilson, 1977). As a 

result, different methods of attitude measurement yield 

different results (Campbell & Fiske, 1959; Mischel, 1968). 

McClelland argues that low correlations are found between 

methods of measurement of attitudes, for example between a 

psychometric questionnaire and a Thematic Apperception Test 

(TAT; Murray, 1938), because schemas may be the unconscious 

phenomena that form attitudes. 

In a self-report questionnaire, respondents are 

typically limited to agreeing or disagreeing with presented 

items, precluding the indication of their thematic or 

unconscious schematic construction. In contrast, schematic 

responses can be indicated from a factor analysis of 

information provided by respondents who are relatively free 

to talk about anything in a nondirective interview, in 

response to a picture (Murray, 1938), or in response to 

situations they encounter (Pervin, 1977). Another method, 

Kelly's Rep Test (Kelly, 1963), falls somewhere between 

these approaches, because subjects are asked to "invent" 

their own constructs by responding to the presented items in 

a structured manner. 

The present study utilized a version of the Rep Test. 

Respondents were given a list of items and instructed to 

respond to only the ones they think describe a target person 

in an abortion situation. The items in this task represent 
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identified dimensions of gender. The task was utilized in 

the following manner. 

Respondents viewed a drawing of a person's hand holding 

written instructions for a scheduled abortion. The drawing 

did not show the female, so as not to provide any cues that 

would activate the physical dimension of gender schema. 

Following the drawing, subjects were presented with 29 

adjectives that represent six dimensions of gender. 

To represent the personality trait dimension, there 

were four masculine adjectives, four feminine adjectives, 

four neutral adjectives, and the femininity item, each 

selected from the Bem Sex Role Inventory (BSRI; Bem, 1974). 

The adjectives chosen were those which have been found to 

have the highest correlation with the masculinity, 

femininity, and neutral BSRI scales. The femininity item 

was selected because factor analysis of the BSRI has shown 

that it forms a separate factor. Four adjectives 

represented the physical dimension of gender, which has been 

identified as a salient gender dimension (Bem, 1979; Deaux & 

Lewis, 1984). To represent the sexuality/gender dimension, 

there were a total of 12 items: four sexual behavior items, 

four motherhood items, and four evaluative trait items. 

Respondents were instructed to select the adjectives 

that best describe the female who is about to receive an 

abortion, as indicated in the drawing, and then to rate the 

probability that the chosen items describe the target. 
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Because merely rating a target on every adjective probably 

reveals judgments rather than an unconscious schema, 

respondents were asked to select no fewer than 5 items nor 

more than 10 items to describe the target. The dimensions 

chosen and the ratings given to each selected adjective were 

used as indication of respondents' schematic information 

processing. Because this task was designed to rate 

respondents' level of sexuality/gender schema, only the 

adjectives representing components of that dimension—sexual 

behavior, motherhood, and evaluative items—were scored. 

Scoring of these items used the following scheme: 0 (not 

included in the respondent's description of the target), 1 

(definitely not descriptive), 2 (probably not descriptive), 

3 (probably descriptive), or 4 (definitely descriptive). 

The total range of possible scores obtained on the 

Situation/Target Description Task was 0 to 40, with the 

higher score indicating the greater utilization of a 

sexuality/gender schema. 

Sexuality Ideology 

Sexual Attitude Scale. The Sexual Attitude Scale (SAS; 

Hudson, Murphy, Nurius, 1983) is a 25-item summated category 

partition scale, designed to measure the extent to which the 

respondent adheres to a liberal or a conservative 

orientation concerning sexual expression (Stevens, 1968). 

According to Hudson, Murphy, and Nurius (1983), a person 

with a conservative orientation toward sexual expression 
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believes that sexual behavior "should be considerably 

constrained and closely regulated" (p. 2 5 9 ) , whereas a 

person with a liberal orientation toward sexual behavior 

believes that it "should be open, free, and unrestrained" 

(p. 2 5 8 ) . Item content deals with sexual freedom; sex 

education; premarital and extramarital sex; acceptable forms 

of sexual expression; and sex among the young, the elderly, 

and the handicapped. Each item was scored on a 5-point 

"disagree-agree" continuum. The score was represented as a 

mean score, from 1 to 5, with higher means indicating higher 

traditional attitudes. 

Reliability and validity of the SAS were obtained from 

samples of adults and college students, married and single 

(Hudson, Murphy, & Nurius, 1983). The reliability of the 

SAS was estimated by computing coefficient alpha (.92) which 

was based on all the inter-item correlations. On the basis 

of these findings, the SAS has been found to have excellent 

reliability. To further assess the scale's reliability, the 

standard error of measurement was computed for two samples 

of respondents. It was found to be 4.04 for the first 

sample and 4.55 for the second sample, indicating the SAS to 

be an acceptable scale in terms of its measurement error 

characteristics. 

The discriminant validity of the SAS was determined by 

comparing responses from members of churches that represent 

conservative religious denominations with responses from 
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graduate students in a school of social work, representing 

the liberal group. The point-biserial correlation between 

group membership and SAS scores was .73 (E < .001). 

Further evidence of the validity of the SAS was provided by 

the strong correlation of the SAS items with the SAS total 

scores and the lack of correlation of the SAS items with 

other measures: the Index of Marital Satisfaction (Cheung & 

Hudson, 1982), the Index of Sexual Satisfaction (Hudson, 

Harrison, & Crosscup, 1981), the Generalized Contentment 

Scale (Byerly, 1979), or the Index of Self-Esteem (Hudson, 

1982). As predicted, Hudson, Murphy, and Nurius, (1983) 

found that conservative sexual attitudes were negatively 

correlated with education (r = -.38), positively correlated 

with age (r = .41), negatively correlated with income (r = -

.23), and independent of sex. 

Troiden and Jendrek (1987) found that persons with 

liberal sexual attitudes would engage in more varied sexual 

behaviors (r = .34). The same pattern of results was 

obtained across both sexes (r = .38 for men and r = .32 for 

women) and across two levels of religious devoutness (r = 

.35 for the devout and .24 for the non-devout). 

Sexual Ideology Instrument. The Sexual Ideology 

Instrument (SII; Lottes, 1985, 1988) is based on Reiss's 

(1971) theory regarding sexual ideologies (what is 

appropriate, acceptable, desirable, and innate sexual 

behavior): Traditional Romantic, Modern Naturalist, and 
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Abstinence. The SII is designed to measure attitudes toward 

five tenets and four controversial topics that reflect the 

ideologies. In its complete form, the SII consists of 72 

items and 15 subscales, which can be used separately. A 

shortened version of the SII was used in the present study. 

Nine of the subscales are relevant for this study. 

Others are either irrelevant (e.g.. Coital Focus and Love 

Need in Sex) or are assessed elsewhere in the questionnaire 

(e.g., attitudes toward abortion) and therefore were not 

used. The tenet scales used in the present study are Gender 

Role Equality (8 items), Body-Centered Sexuality with its 

four subscales (3, 3, 3, and 2 items). Power of Sexual 

Emotions with its three subscales (2, 2, and 6 items), and 

the Genetic Gender Differences scale (3 items). A total of 

32 items were used, with about half of the items phrased to 

reflect a liberal view, and the other half phrased in the 

opposite direction. Each item was accompanied by a 5-point 

response scale ranging from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 

(strongly agree). On all tenet scales, high scores 

indicated support for a traditional romantic view and 

sometimes reflect support for an abstinence perspective. 

In two tenets, Body-Centered Sexuality and Power of 

Sexual Emotions, subscales were designed to be compared with 

each other in order to interpret the results, as each 

requires a comparison of beliefs about males and females. 

For the Gender Role Equality scale, a low score indicates 
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support for the Modern Naturalistic ideology and a high 

score indicates support for the Traditional Romantic 

ideology. Fifteen pairs of equivalent male and female items 

are included in the SII, with one item in the pair making a 

statement about males/men and the other item in the pair 

posing the same statement about females/women. Lottes 

(1985) found that the correlations between the equivalent 

items ranged from .24 to .72, with the average equal to .56. 

Thus, respondents, in general, did not answer the pair of 

items identically. 

The psychometric properties have been analyzed with a 

sample composed of both students and non-students, females 

and males, finding that the SII is appropriate to administer 

to adults. The reliability of each scale was estimated by 

computing Cronbach's alpha. Lottes (1985) reported alpha 

coefficients ranging from .46 to .86. The average for the 

alpha coefficients was .67. 

The construct validity of the 15 scales was generally 

supported by both interscale correlations and factor 

analysis. (One questionable scale is not being used in the 

present study.) Further evidence of construct validity was 

found in that women were more supportive of Gender Role 

Equality and less supportive of Body-Centered Sexuality, 

non-religious adults were more likely to support the Modern 

Naturalistic views, and younger adults were more supportive 

of Body-Centered Sexuality and less likely to believe in 
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Genetic Gender Differences (Lottes, 1985). In general, 

results—analyzed in terms of sex, religiosity, and age— 

were consistent with predictions. Mean scores (with a 

possible range of 0 to 5), rather than summed scores, were 

used in the present study, with higher means indicating more 

traditional ideologies. 

Motherhood Ideology 

Motherhood Inventory. The Motherhood Inventory (MI) 

(Hare-Mustin & Broderick, 1979) consists of 35 items 

addressing a variety of motherhood topics that deal with 

"the sacredness of the mother-infant bond in American 

ideology" (Hare-Mustin, Bennett, & Broderick, 1983, p. 645). 

The items were rated from 1 (strongly disagree) to 5 

strongly agree) and represented in the analyses by mean 

scores, with a possible range from 1 to 5. A low score 

indicated a modern/liberal ideology and a high score 

indicates a traditional ideology. 

Hare-Mustin and Lamb (1984) reported four subscales: 

Male-Female Relations, Abortion, Maternal Instinct, and 

Women's Control Over Reproduction. Reliability of two 

subscales has been reported. Coefficient alpha for the 7-

item Maternal Instinct subscale was .76. Coefficient alpha 

for the 5-item Male-Female Relations subscale was .97. (The 

Abortion and Control Over Reproduction variables are 

assessed elsewhere in the present study and so were omitted 

from the instrument.) 
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Validity was assessed by correlating scores from the MI 

with scores from the Attitudes Toward Women Scale (AWS; 

Spence & Helmreich, 1972). AWS scores were significantly 

correlated with 32 of the 40 items on the MI. The strongest 

correlations were those addressing the idealization of 

motherhood. In another study (Hare-Mustin, Bennett, & 

Broderick, 1983), college students and adults completed the 

MI and the short form of the AWS. Factor analysis of the 

total item pool (MI and AWS) indicated high discriminant 

validity. Three primary factors were identified: the first 

was comprised of AWS items and the second and third were 

comprised of MI items, indicating the distinctiveness of the 

motherhood construct apart from women's public roles. 

Motherhood Role Salience Task. In order to determine 

the saliency of motherhood in respondents' beliefs about 

women, subjects were asked to "rate the five most important 

things for a woman to be," from a list of 16 items. The 

scale included two items for each of the following gender 

dimensions: masculinity, femininity, physical, social 

roles, family roles, motherhood, occupation, and autonomy. 

Subjects were asked to rank-order the five most important 

things for women's lives. The first (most important) item 

listed by the respondent received a score of 5 points, with 

subsequent items listed receiving points in descending 

order. The items not listed received a 0. The saliency 
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score included the two motherhood items and the motherhood 

subscale from the following instrument. 

Sex-Role Ideology Scale. The second component of the 

motherhood role saliency score was derived from responses 

provided on the Sex-Role Ideology Scale (SRIS). The 

original version of the SRIS (Kalin & Tilby, 1978) consists 

of 30 ideological items of "appropriate" roles and behaviors 

that "should" be adopted by each gender. For the present 

study, the scale's original form was altered. That is, only 

two of the four original subscales were used. The mean 

score on the motherhood subscale was included in the 

motherhood saliency score. 

Testing the original scale, Kalin and Tilby (1978) 

computed split-half reliability and obtained coefficients 

ranging from .57 to .84 in homogeneous samples to .91 in 

heterogeneous samples. They obtained test-retest 

reliability by retesting a sample of college students after 

a 3-week interval. The reliability coefficient was .87. 

Kalin, Heusser, and Edwards (1982) computed split-half 

reliabilities for several samples of students and found 

reliability coefficients of .79 and .84 for two Canadian 

samples, .82 for an English sample, and .71 for an Irish 

sample. An alpha coefficient of .88 was obtained when the 

SRIS was administered to 184 college students (Buhrke, 

1988). In order to assess validity, Kalin and Tilby (1978) 

compared responses from male and female college students and 
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found that females' scores were significantly more non-

traditional than males' scores. Kalin and Tilby also 

compared three groups that included a feminist group, a 

student sample, and a traditional sample. The item 

discrimination results for these three groups were 

significantly different. Leichner and Kalin (1981) found 

that older respondents were more traditional than younger 

respondents. When the SRIS was correlated with other gender 

role attitude scales, the following correlations were found: 

Sexist Attitudes Toward Women Scale, r = -.74; Attitudes 

Toward Women Scale, r = .73; and Attitudes Towards 

Masculinity Transcendence Scale, r = -.75. The correlation 

between the SRIS and the Marlow-Crowne Social Desirability 

Scale (Crowne & Marlow, 1960) was .04. 

Milo, Badger, and Coggins (1983) factor analyzed the 

SRIS and found that it 

measures not a position on sex-role but the degree 
of acceptance or rejection of two relatively 
distinct phenomena: the political/individual 
rights ideology of the women's movement and the 
pragmatic norms of a traditional family-oriented 
sex-role division. (p. 144) 

Factor analysis produced four factors: family and mother 

norms, social/policy norms, relationship etiquette, and 

equality/freedom. Inter-item Cronbach alpha for the four 

factors were .82, .28, .38, and .66, respectively. Because 

of the low reliability and discrete items in Factors 2 and 

3, they were omitted in further analysis by Milo, Badger, 

and Coggins (1983) and were also omitted in the present 
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study. Their study found significant group differences 

between Factors 1 and 4. The present study utilized 10 

items from these two factors: an equality subscale and a 

mother subscale. The motherhood subscale assessed the 

importance of motherhood relative to equality in other 

societal and work roles for women. The items from the 

motherhood subscale were used in the motherhood saliency 

variable. Higher mean scores on this variable indicated 

higher saliency of belief that motherhood is the prescribed 

role for women. 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 

NORC Survey of Legal Abortion Opinions. The National 

Opinion Research Center (NORC) Survey of Legal Abortion 

Opinions consists of ten conditions under which a woman 

might seek an abortion. When assessing the scale's 

reliability. Bock, Beeghley, and Mixon (1983) obtained a 

coefficient of reproducibility of .94 and a coefficient of 

scalability of .81. Granberg and Granberg (1980) analyzed 

data from several survey years and reported coefficients of 

reproducibility ranging from .92 to .94. Similarly, Cutler, 

Lentz, Miha, and Riter (1980) analyzed seven sets of data 

gathered over 12 years and found coefficients of 

reproducibility ranging from .92 to .94 and coefficients of 

scalability ranging from .71 to .80. Data from the National 

Fertility Study yielded a coefficient of reproducibility of 
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.95 and a coefficient of scalability of .72 and .76 (Jones & 

Westoff, 1978). 

Granberg (1982a) assessed the scale's validity by 

administering it to members of two politically active 

organizations: a right-to-life group and an abortion rights 

group. He obtained a point biserial correlation of .98, 

indicating that the scale clearly differentiated between the 

two groups. Furthermore, he found that the two groups 

differed significantly on each of the six items in the 

scale. 

Variations of the NORC scale have been used in 

investigations. When Granberg (1982a) factor analyzed the 

scale, he found a single factor that included all 6 items; 

and when he added 6 additional items to the scale, he still 

found a single factor. The present study added four of 

these items to produce a 10-item format, reflecting the 

major issues involved in legislative and public debate on 

legal abortion (ACLU, 1992). For each item, respondents 

indicated from 1 (strongly disapprove) to 5 (strongly 

approve), their level of approval that abortion should be 

legal. A mean score, ranging from 1 to 5, represented 

attitudes toward legal abortion. 

Analysis 

The preliminary and the main analyses are reported in 

Chapter IV. Figure 3.1 presents this study's model, with 

all the variables and their assessment instrument(s). 
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Conservative church teachings 
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H4 (-)̂  
H6 (-) 

Traditional Motherhood Ideology 
Motherhood Inventory 
Motherhood Role Salience Task 
Sex-Role Ideology Scale 

Figure 3.1 
Variables and Instruments in the Complete Model 



CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS 

Chapter IV contains two major sections: results from 

the preliminary analyses and results from the main analyses. 

The preliminary analyses describe the sample and how each 

variable was determined. Because the project was 

exploratory in nature, each variable was empirically derived 

from the instruments discussed in Chapter III, by means of 

factor analyses and reliability tests. The factors and 

subscales were then utilized in the main analyses, the tests 

of the hypotheses. The variables are discussed in the 

sequence in which they are found in the model, with the 

female sample described first, then the male sample. 

Preliminary Analyses 

The first step of data analysis was to divide the 

sample according to sex, resulting in 277 respondents in the 

female sample and 181 respondents in the male sample. Three 

of the total 462 respondents were eliminated from the 

analysis because their sex was unknown. A description of 

the sample follows. 

Profile of Female Sample 

Females ranged from 18 through 77 years of age with a 

mean of 34 (SD = 12.08). One hundred and sixty-six were 

married, 63 were single, 45 were divorced, and two were 

149 
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Widows. One hundred and seventy-two women reported having 

children, 32 reported having had abortions, seven were 

currently pregnant, and 40 were grandmothers. Regarding the 

racial make-up, 235 were Anglo, ten were Black, 26 were 

Hispanic, one was Asian, and five were of unknown race. 

Education ranged from 8th grade through doctoral level, with 

the mean level of education being the completion of the 

college freshman year (SD = 2.0). Personal income ranged 

from $0 to $75,000 with a mean of $13,086.75 (SD = 

12,997.24) and a median of $10,000.00. Family income ranged 

from $0 to $600,000 with a mean of $32,914.16 (SD = 

46,635.47) and a median of $26,000.00. The range of women's 

occupational prestige scores was 14 through 78, with a mean 

of 46 (SD = 13.98). 

Profile of Male Sample 

The male sample was comprised of individuals aged 18 

through 76, with a mean of 32.4 years. Ninety-five were 

married, 73 were single, 12 were divorced, and one was a 

widower. Eighty-three men reported having children, 16 

reported having been a partner in an abortion, seven had 

partners who were currently pregnant, and 23 were 

grandfathers. The racial make-up was 150 Anglos, seven 

Blacks, 22 Hispanics, and two of unknown race. Education 

ranged from eighth grade through doctoral level with mean 

education being the completion of the college freshman year 

(SD = 1.71). Personal income ranged from $0 through $98,000 
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with a mean of $20,487.43 (SD = 1,576.62) and a median of 

$16,000.00. Family income ranged from $0 through $100,000 

with a mean of $27,84.93 (SD = 23,543.33) and a median of 

$24,000.00. Men's occupational prestige scores ranged from 

17 through 78, with a mean of 44 (SD = 16.22). 

Background Variables 

Fundamenta1ism. Six measures of religious 

fundamentalism were utilized in the questionnaire. One 

measure was the religious denominational affiliation of the 

respondent. Three judges were employed to rank the 32 

religious affiliations that were included in the 

questionnaire along with those listed by respondents. Each 

judge represented the religious clergy of three 

denominations from three fundamentalism levels: Agnostic, 

Presbyterian, and Church of Christ. They ordered the 

denominations according to their level of fundamentalism, 

from low to high levels. Agreement of the judges' rank 

ordering was tested by Spearman's rank order correlation, 

which resulted in r' = .89, E < .001. The denominational 

affiliation variable was then divided into four levels of 

fundamentalism. A score of 1 to 4 was assigned to each 

affiliation group, with the higher score indicating a higher 

level of fundamentalism. The rank order of the religious 

denominational affiliations is listed in Table 4.1. 

Beginning with the female sample, a test of reliability 

was performed with the six items in the Fundamentalism 
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Scale. One item (the essentiality of Christian education) 

reduced the reliability and so was removed. The remaining 

five items produced an alpha coefficient of .89. This 

scale, along with the denominational affiliation variable, 

the level of conservative or liberal religious beliefs of 

respondents, the level of conservative or liberal religious 

beliefs of the respondents' church, frequency of attendance 

at religious services, and the percentage of attendance at 

available religious services (McFarland, 1989) was submitted 

to a test of reliability. Because the measures scaled in a 

manner that rendered an uninterpretable alpha coefficient, 

each fundamentalism measure was analyzed separately in 

relation to favorability toward legal abortion. 

A Pearson Product Moment correlation analysis indicated 

that each fundamentalism variable correlated negatively with 

favorability toward legal abortion. As Table 4.2 indicates, 

the revised Fundamentalism Scale score produced the highest 

correlation (-.59) with favorability toward legal abortion 

of any fundamentalism measure, closely followed by 

conservative personal religious beliefs (-.54). The other 

fundamentalism measures were more strongly related to the 

fundamentalism scale than to one another, indicating that 

the various fundamentalism measures were measuring different 

phenomena. It was found that personal beliefs are more 

strongly correlated with favorability toward legal abortion 

than are church teachings or affiliation. Although there is 
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a significant relationship between level of fundamentalist 

denominational affiliation and other fundamentalist 

measures, they are not strong, and personal beliefs are more 

strongly related than doctrinal teachings to favorability 

toward legal abortion. 

Although Chapter II suggested that percentage of church 

attendance would be a better indicator of fundamentalism 

than amount of church attendance, this was not found for 

females. Amount of attendance yielded slightly higher 

correlations with all the other fundamentalism indices than 

percentage of attendance yielded. Women's percentage of 

attendance at available religious activities produces a 

weaker relationship with conservative beliefs of the church 

than with the other fundamentalism measures. As church 

teachings become more conservative, women's percentage of 

church attendance increases only slightly, but their 

Fundamentalism Scale scores and their opposition toward 

legal abortion increase to a greater degree and in a similar 

way. Thus, religious fundamentalism, as measured by scores 

on the scale, is related to thinking about favorability 

toward legal abortion to a greater degree than is religious 

behavior, as measured by church attendance. 

Because bivariate correlations alone do not reveal the 

relative impact of the six fundamentalism measures on 

favorable abortion attitudes, they were simultaneously 

entered into a multiple regression analysis. This analysis 
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revealed that only three of the fundamentalism measures are 

significantly related with favorability toward legal 

abortion (see Table 4.3): conservative religious personal 

beliefs B(6, 217) = -.35, ̂  < .001; the denominational 

affiliation score B(6, 217) = -.12, p < .05; and the 

Fundamentalism Scale score B(6, 217) = -.32, ̂  < .001. The 

multiple correlation between the fundamentalism measures and 

favorability toward legal abortion was .68, accounting for 

47% of the variance in favorability toward legal abortion. 

A test of reliability of the items in these three 

significant measures revealed that the conservative 

religious personal beliefs and the denominational 

affiliation score reduced the alpha coefficient. When they 

were removed, the remaining items—the questions comprising 

the Fundamentalism Scale—produced an alpha of .89. 

Therefore, the decision was made to retain the revised 

Fundamentalism Scale as the sole indicator of religious 

fundamentalism for females. 

A similar method of choosing the best representative of 

religious fundamentalism was conducted for the male sample. 

A test of reliability with the six questions in the 

Fundamentalism Scale indicated that the religious education 

item reduced the scale's reliability. After removing that 

question, the revised Fundamentalism Scale contained 

questions identical to those utilized by the female sample. 

The questions in the revised Fundamentalism Scale produced 
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an alpha of .91. A reliability test of all six measures of 

fundamentalism (the Fundamentalism Scale, conservative 

personal religious beliefs, conservative church teachings, 

level of fundamentalist denominational affiliation, 

frequency of attendance at religious services, and 

percentage of attendance at available religious services) 

scaled in a manner that produced an uninterpretable alpha 

coefficient. Therefore, additional analyses were conducted 

in order to identify the best indicator of male's religious 

fundamentalism. 

A negative relationship was found between each of these 

six fundamentalism measures and men's favorability toward 

legal abortion. The strongest associations with legal 

abortion attitudes were church attendance (-.58), percentage 

of attendance (-.59), and the revised Fundamentalism Scale 

score (-.64). The relationships among the fundamentalism 

items are presented in Table 4.4. 

The fundamentalism profile for males is different from 

that of females. For males, attendance measures and revised 

Fundamentalism Scale scores are most highly correlated with 

favorability toward legal abortion, whereas conservative 

personal beliefs and religious teachings revealed the 

weakest relationship. Percentage of church attendance was 

correlated significantly with the revised Fundamentalism 

Scale score and with favorability toward legal abortion but 

not to the conservative level of personal beliefs or church 
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teachings. The attendance measures also had a stronger 

association with favorability toward legal abortion than the 

religious conservative measures had. Thus, for males, 

religious fundamentalism and conservative religious beliefs 

appear to be indicators of different constructs. On the 

other hand, church attendance, denominational affiliation, 

and the Fundamentalism Scale score reveal similar 

correlations with favorability toward legal abortion. 

In contrast to the pattern in the female sample, it 

appears that males's religious behavior, i.e., attendance at 

fundamentalist churches, bears on their favorability toward 

legal abortion. Conservative church teachings and personal 

beliefs provide the weakest relationship with favorability 

toward legal abortion. For both sexes, however, religious 

fundamentalism scores are highly correlated with 

favorability toward legal abortion; and the strongest 

relationship with the revised Fundamentalism Scale scores is 

religious conservatism for females and attendance for males. 

Further, for males, the Fundamentalism Scale scores are 

more highly related to each of the other fundamentalism 

measures than is the case for females. When favorability 

toward legal abortion was regressed on all the religious 

variables, simultaneously, the multiple correlation is also 

higher (E = .73) than was found in the female sample (R = 

. 6 8 ) , accounting for a greater percentage of the variance in 

favorability toward legal abortion (R2 = 54%) than was found 
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in the female sample ( R 2 = 4 7 % ) . In contrast to the female 

sample, religious denominational affiliation, conservative 

religious teachings of the church, and personal conservative 

religious beliefs did not contribute to the variance in 

favorability toward legal abortion. For males, from among 

the fundamentalism measures, favorability toward legal 

abortion appeared to be almost exclusively related to the 

revised Fundamentalism Scale score and percentage of church 

attendance. The religious variables that contributed 

significantly to favorability toward legal abortion were the 

revised Fundamentalism Scale score B(6,144) = - . 3 8, ^ < .001 

and percentage of attendance B(6, 144) = -.33, E < .001. No 

other measure contributed significantly to favorability 

toward legal abortion. Table 4.5 presents the results of 

this analysis. 

These two measures were not associated closely enough 

to be combined into a single measure of fundamentalism. 

Because the Fundamentalism Scale score was the measure most 

highly correlated with each of the other variables 

(including favorability toward legal abortion), it was the 

variable chosen to represent religious fundamentalism in 

subsequent analyses for the male sample. 

Religiosity. Religiosity was measured by a single item 

to indicate importance of religion in a person's life. As 

shown in Table 4.6, for females, religiosity produced a 

correlation coefficient of r = .47 with the Fundamentalism 
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Scale score and r = -.36 with favorability toward legal 

abortion. 

For males, the religiosity item correlation coefficient 

was r = .60 with the Fundamentalism Scale score and r = .63 

with church attendance. Its correlation with favorable 

abortion attitudes was r = -.49 (see Table 4.7). For males, 

the importance of religion, attendance, and fundamentalism 

reveal the highest inter-correlations among all the 

religious variables. For females, however, importance of 

religion does not seem to be strongly correlated with any 

religious measure other than church attendance (r = .61). 

In fact, its bivariate correlation with the Fundamentalism 

Scale scores is non-significant (r = .01). Thus, the 

importance of religion is not highly associated with 

favorability toward legal abortion for either sex. 

Previous research has used "religiosity" and "church 

attendance" synonymously as indicators of the role of 

religion in a person's life (Finlay, 1981; Granberg, 1981a; 

Westoff, Moore, & Ryder, 1969). The findings of the present 

sample indicate that they are significantly related to one 

another but are not identically related to other constructs, 

i.e., neither religious nor abortion attitudes. 

Although the abortion issue has been framed by early 

researchers as a Catholic issue (Granberg, 1978) and by 

later researchers as a conservative religious one (Granberg 

& Denney, 1982), the results of the present study do not 
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indicate that to be the case. That is, it is not how 

important religion is in people's lives, rather how people 

t^i^^ about religion (i.e., fundamentalism), that is more 

strongly associated with favorability toward legal abortion. 

It was argued earlier that it is religious 

fundamentalism rather than religion, per se, that bears the 

strongest relationship with favorability toward legal 

abortion. These data lend support to this argument. 

Further, feminists argue that androcentrism constructs 

reality (including research and its findings) from males' 

point of view. The findings of the present study thus far 

may support this argument in terms of the relationship 

between religion and favorability toward legal abortion. 

That is, the multiple correlation of religion (both 

fundamentalism and religiosity) with favorability toward 

legal abortion is .77 for males and .68 for females. The 

Fisher's test for difference between independent 

correlations revealed that the relationship is significantly 

stronger (z. = 1.99) in the male sample than in the female 

sample. Further, the relationship of religiosity with 

fundamentalism is significantly greater for males than for 

females, z. = 2.01. Thus, males who have researched, 

written, and talked about the relationship of religion and 

abortion may have done so from their own perspective; 

whereas for females, there may be issues more relevant than 

religion that bear on their abortion attitudes. 



160 

Thus, for males, the level of religious fundamentalism, 

the importance of religion, and attending fundamentalist 

religious denominations are most strongly and similarly 

interrelated. This is not the case for females, whose 

conservative and fundamentalist beliefs are most strongly 

correlated with favorability toward legal abortion, and for 

whom religious importance is most weakly related with 

favorability toward legal abortion of all the religious 

variables. 

Social class. Social class was measured by 

respondents' personal income and occupational prestige. For 

females, the range of income was $0 to $75,000 per year, 

with a mean of $13,086.75 (SD = 12,997.24). Occupational 

prestige was rated according to The U.S. Census Occupation 

Codes Book (Duncan, 1977), with the minimum possible score 

being 14 and the maximum being 82. Higher scores indicate 

higher prestige. Prestige scores for women ranged from 14 

(e.g., household maid) to 78 (e.g., university professor), 

with a mean of 46 (e.g., medical secretary). 

Personal income and occupational prestige were 

significantly correlated, r = .46, E < .01. Favorability 

toward legal abortion was correlated with them in the 

following manner: personal income, r = .10 and occupational 

prestige, r = .18, as indicated in Table 4.8. Because of 

the weak relationship between personal income with 

favorability toward legal abortion, and because occupational 
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prestige was reported for only 140 females (50.5% of the 

female sample), thus reducing the degrees of freedom, the 

social class variable was not included in subsequent 

analyses. The large number of missing occupational prestige 

scores was due to the large number of unemployed females, 

who are homemakers or students. 

For males, income ranged from $0 to $98,000, with a 

mean of $20,487.43 (SD = 1,576.62). Occupational prestige 

scores ranged from 17 (e.g., construction laborer) to 78 

(university professor) with a mean of 44 (e.g., 

firefighter). As presented in Table 4.9, these two 

variables were significantly correlated with one another (r 

= .46), but essentially unrelated to favorability toward 

legal abortion. Favorability toward legal abortion was 

correlated with personal income, r = .07 and with 

occupational prestige, r = .06. Because neither variable 

was significantly correlated with favorability toward legal 

abortion, and because occupational prestige scores were 

reported for only 92 males (50.8% of the total male sample), 

resulting in reduced degree of freedom, the social class 

variable was not included in further analyses. 

Education. For females, education ranged from eighth 

grade to doctoral level and was found to correlate 

positively with favorability toward legal abortion, r = .24. 

For males, education also ranged from eighth grade to 

doctoral level, but was not significantly correlated with 
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favorability toward legal abortion, r = .06. Education was 

retained in the model because it was significantly related 

with the ideology variables. Additionally, the difference 

between religious education and secular education in 

relationship to favorability toward legal abortion was 

examined in the main analysis. 

Number of children. The number of children variable 

was assessed in five ways, i.e., number of children in the 

respondents' family, ideal number of children, undesirable 

number of children, latitude of acceptance (the number of 

different family sizes that individuals thought could be 

acceptable; Granberg, 1982b), and latitude of rejection (the 

number of different family sizes that individuals thought 

would not be acceptable; Granberg, 1982b). 

As presented in Table 4.10, the number of children 

measures that yielded the highest bivariate correlation with 

favorability toward legal abortion were ideal number of 

children (r = -.30) and undesirable number of children (r = 

- . 2 9 ) . A test of reliability on the five items yielded an 

alpha of .24. Variables that reduced the alpha (i.e., 

latitude of acceptance and latitude of rejection) were 

removed from the equation. A test of reliability performed 

with the remaining three variables continued to yield a low 

alpha of .49. When favorability toward legal abortion was 

regressed on all five number of children measures, the 

strongest relationship with legal abortion attitudes was 
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produced by ideal number of children B(5, 260) = - . 2 2 ) , E < 

.01. Further, when all five items were submitted to a 

factor analysis, only one factor was produced, and ideal 

number of children loaded most heavily on that factor (.85). 

Thus, ideal number of children was retained as the sole item 

to represent the number of children variable in the female 

sample. 

Similar results were obtained in the male sample. The 

variables yielding the highest correlation with favorability 

toward legal abortion were ideal number of children (r = 

-.37) and undesirable number of children (r = - . 2 5 ) , as 

noted in Table 4.11. A test of reliability with the five 

items yielded an alpha of .05. Favorability toward legal 

abortion was then regressed on the five items. The 

variables with the strongest relationship with favorability 

toward legal abortion were ideal number of children B(5, 

166) = -.29, E < .001 and undesirable number of children 

B(5, 165) = -.18, E < .01. A test of reliability revealed 

an alpha of .28 for these two items, indicating that it was 

not appropriate to combine them into a single measure. 

Therefore, because ideal number of children revealed the 

strongest relationship with favorability toward legal 

abortion, it was chosen to represent number of children 

variable in the male sample. 

Age. Female respondents ranged in age from 18 through 

77, with a mean of 34.41. Age was treated as a continuous 
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variable in the multiple regression and path analyses. 

Additionally, a categorical variable of age was created to 

represent age decades in adulthood for use in an analysis of 

variance (ANOVA). The categories were: 18, 19, and 20s 

(Group 1 ) , 30s (Group 2 ) , 40s (Group 3 ) , 50s (Group 4 ) , and 

60s and 70s (Group 5 ) . In the main analysis, the ANOVA 

tested decade group differences in favorability toward legal 

abortion. Additionally, favorability toward legal abortion 

was compared by decade and abortion experience for members 

of Group 1 and 2, and by decade and presence of 

grandchildren for members of Group 3 and 4. No decade and 

birthing condition interaction was assessed for Group 5, as 

no one in that group reported having experienced an abortion 

and all reported having grandchildren. 

The age of the male respondents ranged from 18 through 

76, with a mean of 32.41. Age was treated as both a 

continuous and a categorical variable, as was done in the 

female sample. 

Ideological Variables 

Because this study was an exploratory investigation of 

the relationships between variables not previously examined 

together, each ideological measure was first analyzed in 

terms of its factorial components. The items comprising 

each subscale or factor next were subjected to a test of 

reliability, with items removed or retained. Each 

ideological variable then was represented in the main 
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analyses by the mean score of the unweighted items that 

comprised the factor. 

Sexuality ideology. Because previous examinations of 

abortion attitudes had not defined sexuality beyond 

"traditional" or "liberal," the present study attempted to 

reveal sex-specific dimensions of the sexuality ideologies 

and their levels of association with favorability toward 

legal abortion. The two instruments used assess 

respondents' attitudes toward sexuality, the Sexuality 

Attitude Scale (SAS) and the Sexuality Ideology Inventory 

(SII), assess attitudes and ideologies about various aspects 

of sexuality. For the present study, separate factor 

analyses were performed for each instrument and for each 

sex. In the female sample, one factor from the SAS was 

utilized, i.e., attitudes toward societal sexual norms. 

Four factors from the SII were utilized. From the factor 

analysis of the SII, two empirically derived factors were 

retained for the main analyses, attitudes toward unmarried 

sexual behavior and attitudes toward sexual pleasure. Two 

additional factors that were used in the main analyses were 

not empirically derived, attitudes toward female sexual 

behavior and attitudes toward male sexual behavior. The 

latter two ideologies are two subscales from the full 

version of the SII (Lottes, 1988). Although they were not 

empirically derived, they were utilized in the present study 

because of their parallel wording and ability to assess 
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differences in attitudes toward male and female sexual 

behavior. These five dimensions of sexuality were retained 

for the remainder of the analyses and are reported here. 

A factor analysis of all the items in the SAS revealed 

one factor. When the items were submitted to a test of 

reliability, those that reduced reliability were omitted. 

The items omitted from the scale were those that dealt with 

sex education and with sexual behavior for purposes other 

than procreation. The remaining 18 items produced an alpha 

of .90 and pertained to attitudes toward societal sexual 

norms, e.g., "I think there is too much sexual freedom given 

to adults these days," "There is too much sex on 

television," and "Premarital sex may be a sign of decaying 

social order." The mean score of these 18 items was 

utilized in the main analyses as an indicator of "attitudes 

toward societal sexual norms." 

The initial factor analysis performed on the SII 

produced three empirically derived factors. One factor was 

comprised of items that represented agreement with women's 

equity in society in areas other than sexuality, i.e., 

favoring the Equal Rights Amendment, mothers of preschool 

children working, and so on. Because these items did not 

directly address sexual behavior, they were removed. The 

remaining items again were submitted to factor analysis, 

using the maximum likelihood method of inclusion and varimax 
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rotation, producing two orthogonal factors, as shown in 

Table 4.12. 

The first factor was comprised of items that address 

unmarried sexual behavior, both male and female, both 

premarital and extramarital. This factor served as an 

indicator of "attitudes toward unmarried sexual behavior" 

for future analysis. An alpha coefficient of .88 was 

obtained for the items in this factor. The second factor 

was comprised of items that dealt with "attitudes toward 

sexual pleasure" for both males and females, such as, "Women 

(or men) who emphasize sexual pleasure in their lives 

overlook life's more important pursuits" and "If women (or 

men) yield to their sexual feelings, these feelings will 

probably disrupt and dominate their lives in destructive 

ways." A reliability test of the items in the second factor 

produced an alpha of .79. The items and factor loadings for 

these two dimensions are presented in Table 4.12. Both of 

these factors were utilized in subsequent analyses for the 

female sample, represented by the mean scores of items that 

comprise each factor. 

The next use of the SII was the grouping of items to 

form two subscales, one to represent "attitudes toward 

female sexual behavior" and one to represent "attitudes 

toward male sexual behavior." Because the authors of the 

SII intended it to be used in this manner, many of the 

questions were identically phrased to describe sexual 
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behavior in males and in females. An alpha of .79 was 

obtained for the items in the female sexual behavior 

subscale, and an alpha of .70 was obtained for the items in 

the male sexual behavior subscale. Items in the female 

sexual behavior ideology assessed the respondents' level of 

approval of female's sexual behavior, premaritally and 

extramaritally. In the male sexual behavior ideology, 

identical items were asked regarding attitudes toward male's 

sexual behavior. 

For the male sample, when the SAS was submitted to a 

test of reliability, items that reduced reliability were 

omitted, resulting in an alpha of .94 for 9 remaining items. 

When submitted to a factor analysis, only one factor 

emerged. The factor indicated that the scale is measuring 

"attitudes toward societal sexual norms" and included 

statements such as, "I think there is too much sexual 

freedom given to adults these days" and "There is too much 

sex on television." 

The initial factor analysis of the SII for the male 

sample used the maximum likelihood method of inclusion and 

produced three factors. One of the factors was comprised of 

items that dealt with agreement with women's equity in 

society in areas other than sexuality, i.,e., favoring the 

Equal Rights Amendment, mothers of preschool children 

working, and so on. Because these items did not address 

sexuality, per se, they were removed, and the remaining 
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items were again factor analyzed using the maximum 

likelihood method, in order to offer the greatest likelihood 

of being entered into a factor. Varimax rotation produced 

three orthogonal factors, which are presented in Table 4.13. 

The first factor was comprised of items concerning 

premarital sexual behavior in both males and females. 

(Items regarding extramarital sexual behavior loaded on a 

separate factor, which was found to be unrelated to 

favorability toward legal abortion.) For the premarital 

sexual behavior factor, the highest alpha (a = .93) was 

obtained with six items that included statements such as "It 

is acceptable for a 16- to 17-year-old unmarried male (or 

female) to have sexual intercourse" and "I approve of a 

woman (or man) having premarital sex with someone she (or 

he) is strongly attracted to but knows only casually." Of 

the three factors empirically derived from the SII, this 

factor provided the strongest relationship with favorability 

toward legal abortion, explained the most variance in 

favorability toward legal abortion of all the sexuality 

variables, and was retained as the indicator of "attitudes 

toward premarital sexual behavior" for future analyses. The 

second factor was comprised of items regarding the need to 

control men's sex drive and women's sexual behavior, e.g., 

"Since many men seem to be unable to control their sex 

drive, it is important for women to be in control of theirs" 

and "Sexuality is a very powerful force and females should 
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do all they can to control it in their lives." An alpha of 

.77 was obtained for items in this "control of sex" factor. 

Extramarital sexual behavior formed the third factor. 

Factors two and three produced non-significant correlations 

with the ideology variables and with favorability toward 

legal abortion and were therefore not retained in the main 

analyses. The items and factor loadings for these two 

dimensions are presented in Table 4.13. 

The next use of the SII was to group items into two 

subscales as was done for the female sample, i.e., one to 

represent "attitudes toward female sexual behavior" and one 

to represent "attitudes toward male sexual behavior." An 

alpha of .86 was obtained for the items in the female sexual 

behavior subscale, and an alpha of .84 was obtained for the 

items in the male sexual behavior subscale. Because the SII 

factors were not simultaneously entered in the subsequent 

multiple regression analyses, the mean score of the 

unweighted items was used to represent each sexuality 

ideology in main analyses. 

Motherhood ideology. The authors of the Motherhood 

Inventory (MI) found that when subjected to a factor 

analysis, the inventory revealed different factors depending 

on the sample's age, sex, or culture (Bankart, 1989; Hare-

Mustin, Bennett, & Broderick, 1983; Hare-Mustin & Hare, 

1 9 8 6 ) . Because motherhood as an ideology has not been 

empirically investigated otherwise, there seemed to be 
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rationale for factor analyzing the inventory in order to 

more precisely identify its dimensions, especially because 

individuals in both pro-life and pro-choice groups espouse 

the importance of motherhood. Factor analysis of the MI 

revealed two distinct factors that vary by sex and relate in 

sex-specific ways with favorability toward legal abortion. 

For females, using the maximum likelihood method, one factor 

represents an "obligation to maternity" dimension and the 

other factor represents a "romantic maternal fulfillment" 

dimension of motherhood, as presented in Table 4.14. 

The first factor, "obligation to maternity," included 

items such as, "Women's true mission is the welfare of men 

and children," "Women who abort or give up children for 

adoption will bear the burden of guilt," and "If a woman 

wants a baby then she should be willing to pay the sacrifice 

by giving up her outside work." The second factor, 

"romantic maternal fulfillment," includes items such as 

"Having a baby fulfills a woman totally," "A truly maternal 

woman would not want to give up a child for adoption," and 

"The mother/child relationship is more essential than the 

male/female relation." 

Items that loaded .4 or greater were chosen for 

inclusion in each factor and were then submitted to a test 

of reliability. An alpha of .80 was found for the items in 

Factor 1 and an alpha of .75 was found for the items in 
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Factor 2. Items in each factor and their factor loadings 

are presented in Table 4.14. 

A factor analysis of the males' responses to the 

Motherhood Inventory using the maximum likelihood method 

also produced two factors, "maternal mission and conduct" 

and "maternal sacrifice," that are presented in Table 4.15. 

A test of reliability of items in the first factor produced 

an alpha of .81. Items included statements such as, "A 

woman who doesn't want children is unnatural," "Women's true 

mission is the welfare of men and children," and "If a woman 

wants a baby, she should be willing to pay the sacrifice by 

giving up her outside work." Factor two, "maternal 

sacrifice," produced an alpha of .64. Items in this factor 

included statements such as "It is selfish to NOT want a 

child," "A truly maternal woman would not WANT to give up a 

child for adoption," and "There is something wrong with a 

woman who is not a pregnant teenager, if she would give up 

her baby for adoption." Items in each factor and their 

factor loadings are presented in Table 4.15. 

Subsequent analyses revealed that only factor one, for 

either the female or the male sample, was significantly 

related with favorability toward legal abortion. Therefore, 

means of items that comprise the first factor found for each 

sample—"obligation to maternity" for the female sample and 

"maternal mission and conduct" for the male s a m p l e — w e r e 

used in further analyses, and factor two was omitted for 
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both samples. Because the factors were not simultaneously 

assessed in any subsequent analysis, they were not entered 

into the regression analyses as factor scores, but rather 

each dimension was utilized in the main analyses by the mean 

score of the unweighted items that comprised it. 

The difference in the item composition of the 

motherhood ideology factors produced by the female and male 

sample is noteworthy. In the female sample, the first 

factor includes an obligation to maternity that appears to 

demand sacrifice of other realms of women's life. (The 

romantic fulfillment dimension is the second factor and 

unrelated to favorability toward legal abortion, for the 

female sample.) For males, the first factor includes a 

desire to maternity that is thought to fulfill other realms 

of women's lives. (The sacrifice dimension is the second 

dimension and unrelated to favorability toward legal 

abortion, for the male sample.) Therefore, females who 

believe that women are obliged to sacrifice their lives to 

become mothers and males who believe that women desire to be 

mothers because it fulfills them are less favorable toward 

legal abortion than individuals who do not embrace these 

ideologies. 

Saliency of motherhood. Another measure of motherhood 

ideology, "saliency of motherhood," was used in the main 

analyses for the male sample only, in order to assess men's 

thinking about the importance and prominence of motherhood 
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for women. This variable was a composite score of items 

from two sources. One source was the Sex Role Inventory 

(SRI; Kalin & Tilby, 1978) and the other source was the 

Gender Adjective Checklist. The construction of this 

variable is described here. 

As predicted, the items in the SRI formed two distinct 

factors when subjected to a factor analysis. One factor was 

comprised of the five economic and work items and the other 

factor was comprised of the five motherhood items. The five 

motherhood items became part of the motherhood saliency 

scale. The other source of items for this variable, the 

Gender Adjective Checklist, was comprised of adjectives and 

nouns to represent nine areas that have been identified as 

dimensions of gender, and respondents were instructed to 

indicate the five most important roles for women. A factor 

analysis of responses revealed that the two motherhood items 

formed a distinct factor. These two motherhood items were 

added to the motherhood saliency scale, resulting in a total 

of seven items, listed in Table 4.16. Because each of these 

seven items are worded to indicate the importance of 

motherhood relative to other possible roles for women, they 

were combined to represent the salience of motherhood in 

people's thinking about women's roles. A test of 

reliability of these seven items produced an alpha of .65. 

The following method was employed to test hypothesis 7, 

which required that the salience of motherhood scores be 
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"extreme." The mean score on the measure was obtained for 

each respondent, and a frequency count of the means was 

performed. Respondent mean scores ranged from .86 to 4.86, 

with a mean of 2.99 and a standard deviation of .68. The 

top quartile (n = 47) of the scores were utilized as 

"extreme" scores. Thus, individuals with a mean score 

greater than 3.40 on this construct were those whose 

sexuality ideology scores were re-analyzed in the final path 

analyses for testing hypothesis 7. 

Sexuality/gender schema. The schema measure was used 

in hypothesis tests for the female sample only. Because the 

research literature, as discussed in Chapter II, could not 

predict if, or how, males would vary in their utilization of 

a sexuality/gender schema, no hypothesis was formulated 

regarding this construct for the male sample. Therefore, 

this construct was not treated as a variable for males. For 

the female sample, the scores for this variable were derived 

in the following manner. The sexuality/gender schema scale 

was comprised of 29 items from which the respondent was 

instructed to choose not fewer than five nor more than ten 

to describe the woman in the drawing. The 29 descriptive 

adjectives or nouns were a composite of four items to 

represent the following dimensions of gender: neutral, 

sexuality, motherhood, evaluative, physical, masculinity, 

and femininity, plus a Bem Sex Role Inventory (BSRI) 

representation. 
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First, a score was computed for each gender dimension, 

derived by summing the description ratings given to the four 

items that comprised each dimension. If an item was not 

chosen by the respondent to describe the target female, it 

was scored as zero. Next, the eight dimension scores were 

entered into a factor analysis in order to assess whether or 

not the dimensions formed meaningful factors. The 

dimensions and their factor loadings are presented in Table 

4.17. The sexuality, motherhood, and evaluation dimensions 

clearly formed a distinct factor. The physical and 

femininity dimensions formed a second factor, the neutral 

and masculine items loaded on the third factor, and the BSRI 

representation loaded on no factor. 

In order to assess whether the sexuality, motherhood, 

and evaluation dimensions could be combined to represent a 

single measure of sexuality/gender schema, a test of 

reliability was performed with the 12 items that formed this 

potential measure. It was found that one item in each of 

the three dimensions (i.e., sexually enticing, mother-

loving, and dislikable) lowered the alpha. When these three 

items were removed, a = .73. The sexuality/gender schema 

variable was thus comprised of the remaining nine 

adjectives, i.e., three adjectives representing each 

sexuality, motherhood, and evaluative dimension of the 

sexuality/gender schema. Each respective dimension was 

represented by the following adjectives: sexually immoral. 
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sexually indulgent, sexually experienced, non-maternal, 

unmotherly, non-family oriented, maladjusted, selfish, and 

destructive. The correlation among the description sums on 

the three dimensions ranged from .30 to .43 and are found in 

Table 4.18. Based on these results, there is empirical 

justification for combining the sexuality, motherhood, and 

evaluative dimensions to represent a sexuality/gender 

schema, measured by the sexuality/gender schema instrument. 

The scores on this measure were the sum of the descriptive 

ratings given on the nine items. When an item was chosen, 

the respondent could rate it from 1 to 4 and if not chosen, 

the item was scored as zero. For the entire sample, scores 

ranged from 0 to 32, with a mean of 8.9. 

The next task in analyzing the schema instrument was to 

investigate the possibility that different respondents might 

score identically on the measure even if they responded in 

dissimilar ways to the instrument. One way identical (but 

disparate) scores could appear would be if some respondents 

rated a few items high and other respondents rated many 

items low, resulting in the respondents receiving the same 

composite score on the measure as other respondents with 

different rating profiles. Another possibility could be 

that some subjects might chose to respond to only one or two 

of the three dimensions that comprise the sexuality/gender 

schema variable to the exclusion of other dimension or 

dimensions altogether. In order to determine whether or not 
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either of these possibilities occurred (and their subsequent 

difference in relationship with favorability toward legal 

abortion), bivariate correlations and a cluster analysis 

were perfonned with the sum of the number of items chosen 

for each dimension and the sum of the descriptive ratings 

given for each dimension. 

The assessment that identical scores might represent 

disparate responses revealed that this did not occur. It 

was found that the number of items chosen in each dimension 

and the rating given to describe the target in each 

dimension were highly correlated: r = .90 for the sexuality 

items, r = .89 for the motherhood items, and r = .92 for the 

evaluative items. These coefficients are presented in Table 

4.18. Further, a cluster analysis indicated that the "level 

of descriptiveness" scores consistently rose with the 

"number of items chosen" score. Means of target 

descriptions given in each dimension and number of items 

chosen in each dimension are presented in Table 4.19. Thus, 

inconsistency was not found in the number of items chosen 

and the level of descriptiveness. 

The cluster analysis assessed the possibility that 

certain of the three dimensions might be rated to the 

exclusion of others and could result in unique relationships 

with favorability toward legal abortion. Four clusters were 

constructed in order to allow for the possibility of all 

combinations of high and low counts in the number of items 
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chosen and the level of descriptiveness of the items. The 

clusters were then submitted to a discriminant analysis in 

order to assess the level of accuracy of assignment to the 

cluster groups. Table 4.19 reveals that Cluster 1 was 

comprised of individuals who scored low on items in all 

three dimensions (n = 152). Cluster 2 individuals were 

those with high scores on the sexuality and motherhood items 

(n = 55). Cluster 3 was comprised of individuals with high 

scores on the motherhood and evaluative items (n = 16). 

Cluster 4 was comprised of individuals with high scores on 

the evaluative items and mid-range scores on the other two 

dimensions (n = 53). A discriminant analysis indicated that 

the four groups were "correctly" classified as a whole 

(94.2%) and in each cluster, i.e.. Group 1 (97.4%), Group 2 

(90.9%), Group 3 (100%), and Group 4 (86.8%). The four 

groups' favorability toward legal abortion were compared in 

an analysis of variance in the test of hypothesis 2. The 

sexuality/gender schema was also used as a continuous 

variable, in the test of hypothesis 3a. 

In order to assess the influence of the sexuality/ 

gender schema, hypothesis 3a required analysis of the 

sexuality ideologies under conditions of high utilization of 

the sexuality/gender schema. This condition was determined 

by computing the mean scores on the sexuality/gender schema 

variable for each respondent. After the frequency of 

respondents' means was computed, it was determined that 
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scores of 13.00 and above—the uppermost 25 percent of the 

scores—would represent "high utilization of the 

sexuality/gender schema." Therefore, individuals who scored 

in the upper quartile on this measure were selected for re-

analysis of the model in the test of hypothesis 3a. 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 

The ten items in the NORC survey were submitted to a 

test of reliability. For the female sample, a = .95 and for 

the male sample, a = .94. The full scale was utilized in 

all analyses. 

Table 4.20 presents summary information for each 

variable utilized in both the female model and the male 

model. The summary information includes the mean, standard 

deviation, maximum value, and minimum value for each 

variable. Female scores are listed first. Male scores are 

listed below them, in parentheses. 

The variables derived in the preliminary analyses were 

utilized in the main analyses to test each hypothesis. The 

following hypotheses were presented in Chapter I in order to 

test the relationship of (a) sexuality/gender schema, (b) 

sexuality ideology, and (c) motherhood ideology with female 

and male levels of favorability toward legal abortion. 
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Main Analysis 

Male and Female Demographic Variables 

HI: There will be no significant sex difference In the 

relationship between demographic variables (l.e,, religious 

fundamentalism^ religiosity^ education, social class, age, 

and number of children) and sexual Ideology (I.e., 

traditional/non-permlsslve attitudes regarding female sexual 

behavior) and motherhood Ideology (I.e., traditional/non-

permlsslve attitudes toward motherhood and salient belief of 

Its role for women). 

Although identical measures were found to be 

appropriate assessments of the demographic variables in the 

male and female samples, the preliminary analyses revealed 

that the ideological variables were sex-specific. That is, 

for the ideologies, different items comprised each variable. 

Therefore, it was not possible to make a direct comparison 

of the relationship of males' and females' scores on the 

variables. It is argued that the items (even though 

different for males and females) that comprise the variables 

reflect the meaning of the ideology for each sex, and 

therefore interpretable comparisons can be made. Thus, 

tests for differences between independent correlations were 

performed for the male and female demographic variables 

(religious fundamentalism, religiosity, education, ideal 

number of children, and age) with the ideology variables 

(attitudes toward societal sexual norms, attitudes toward 
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unmarried/premarital sexual behavior, attitudes toward 

female sexual behavior, attitudes toward male sexual 

behavior, and the motherhood ideology). 

Using the Fisher r-to-Z' transformation (Bruning & 

Klintz, 1968) to compare the male and female differences in 

the correlations between the demographic and ideology 

variables that are presented in Tables 4.6 and 4.7, 

significant sex differences were found between the 

correlations of every sexuality ideology with occupational 

prestige and education, as indicated in Table 4.21. The 

bivariate correlations of these variables were generally 

significant and stronger in the female sample than in the 

male sample. The bivariate correlations in the male sample 

occurred by chance and some were in the opposite direction 

hypothesized. 

Only two other correlations were significantly 

different. The relationship between religiosity and 

attitudes toward premarital/unmarried sexual behavior was 

significantly stronger in the male than the female sample. 

The relationship between ideal number of children and the 

motherhood ideology was significantly stronger in the female 

than in the male sample. 

Further sex differences were assessed between scores 

obtained on the demographic variables. Significant sex 

differences were found for religiosity, F(l, 453) = 10.05, E 

= .002, with females scoring higher than males. Significant 
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sex differences were found also for personal income, F (1, 

376) = 19.69) = E < .001, with males having higher incomes 

than females. Because no other significant sex differences 

were found for the demographic variables, hypothesis 1 was 

supported. The means, standard deviations, and minimum and 

maximum scores for each variable are presented for both 

samples in Table 4.20. 

Hla: The demographic variables will have no 

Independent effect on favorability toward legal abortion. 

Although Pearson product-moment correlations reveal the 

strength of relationships with favorability toward legal 

abortion, bivariate correlation coefficients alone do not 

reveal the role of intervening variables in these 

relationships. As Tables 4.6 and 4.7 reveal, favorability 

toward legal abortion produces significant bivariate 

correlations with the revised Fundamentalism Scale score (r 

= -.59), religiosity (r = -.36), occupational prestige (r = 

.18), level of education (r = .24), and ideal number of 

children (r = -.30) in the female sample and with the 

revised Fundamentalism Scale score (r = -.64), religiosity 

(r = -.40), and ideal number of children (r = -.37) in the 

male sample. 

To determine whether the demographic variables and 

favorability toward legal abortion were directly or 

indirectly related, estimated path coefficients were 

obtained by employing ordinary regression techniques, 
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performed separately with each ideological variable. The 

path coefficient indicates how the variation in each 

demographic variable, with the other demographic variables 

fixed, relates with the variation in the dependent variable. 

Although various terms can represent path coefficients 

(Asher, 1983), the present study used standardized Beta 

weights. Non-standardized beta weights allow for the 

interpretation of the difference in importance of variables 

between samples, and standardized coefficients are more 

appropriate for the interpretation of the relative 

importance of variables within a sample. The purpose of 

this study was to assess within sample analysis of the 

relative importance of the demographic variables, the 

different sexual ideologies, and the motherhood ideology, 

when explaining the variance in favorability toward legal 

abortion for each sex. 

The test of Hla was accomplished by decomposing the 

effects of the demographic variables on favorability toward 

legal abortion with the effects of the demographic variables 

via each intervening variable. This could be executed only 

after determining the effects of the demographic variables 

on favorability toward legal abortion in the tests of 

hypotheses Ic through Ig and the effects on each of the 

ideological variables in hypotheses 2 through 7. Therefore, 

the results of the test of Hla will be reported and 

discussed after the testing of Hlc through H7. 
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Hlb: Adherence to fundamentalist religious doctrine Is 

positively related to traditional sexual Ideology and 

traditional motherhood Ideology. 

For females, the Pearson Product Moment correlation 

coefficients are presented in Table 4.6, revealing that the 

revised Fundamentalism Scale scores are correlated 

positively and significantly with traditional attitudes in 

each sexual ideology in the following manner: attitudes 

toward societal sexual norms (r = .60), attitudes toward 

unmarried sexual behavior (r = .45), attitudes toward sexual 

pleasure (r = .37), attitudes toward female sexual behavior 

(r = .52), and attitudes toward male sexual behavior (r = 

.44). Religious fundamentalism is significantly correlated 

with the obligation to maternity ideology (r = .54). 

When the ideology variables were regressed on all the 

demographic variables, fundamentalist religious beliefs 

produced positive standardized Beta coefficients that were 

significant at the .001 level of probability for every 

ideology. The Beta coefficients are presented as the 

estimated path coefficients in Figures 4.1 through 4.6 for 

the female sample. Therefore, hypothesis lb was supported 

for the female sample. 

An analysis of variance (ANOVA) tested differences in 

mean scores on the sexuality and the motherhood ideology 

variables between the four fundamentalism levels of 

religious denominational affiliation. Significant 
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differences were found between religious affiliation groups' 

scores on each ideology measure: attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms, F(3, 267) = 15.46, E < .001; attitudes toward 

unmarried sexual behavior F(3, 269) = 6.63, E < .001; 

attitudes toward sexual pleasure F(3, 269) = 2.70, E < -05; 

attitudes toward female sexual behavior F(3, 269) = 6.46, E 

< .001; attitudes toward male sexual behavior F(3, 269) = 

4.71, E < .01; and obligation to maternity, F(3, 269) = 

12.28, E < .001. The analyses clearly showed that as 

religious affiliation increased in fundamentalism, so did 

scores on traditional attitudes toward each of the ideology 

indices, again supporting hypothesis lb for the female 

sample. 

The analyses were repeated for the male sample. Table 

4.7 presents the results of the Pearson product-moment 

correlation analysis that found positive and significant (E 

< .001) relationships between the Fundamentalism Scale 

scores and each of the sexuality ideology variables: 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms (r = .61), attitudes 

toward premarital sexual behavior (r = .55), attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior (r = .58), and attitudes 

toward male sexual behavior (r = .52). Religious 

fundamentalism also was positively and significantly 

correlated with the maternal mission and conduct ideology (r 

= .62) and with the salience of thinking about motherhood (r 

= .51) . 
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When the ideology variables were regressed on the 

demographic variables, the Fundamentalism Scale scores 

produced positive and significant (̂  < .001) standardized 

Beta coefficients with each of the sexuality and motherhood 

ideologies. These results are diagramed for the male sample 

in Figures 4.7 through 4.11 with the Beta coefficients 

representing the estimated path coefficients. Hypothesis lb 

was supported for the male sample. 

An analysis of variance (ANOVA) tested differences 

between the four religious affiliations' mean scores on the 

ideology measures. Significant differences were found 

between religious denomination groups on each of the 

ideology measures: attitudes toward societal sexual norms, 

F(3, 167) = 10.78, T2. < .001; attitudes toward premarital 

sexual behavior F(3, 167) = 12.05, E < .001; attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior F(3, 167) = 14.64, ^ < .001; 

attitudes toward male sexual behavior F(3, 167) = 12.76, ^ < 

.001; and maternal mission and conduct, F(3, 169) = 13.15, ^ 

< .001. The analyses revealed that as religious 

affiliations increased in levels of fundamentalism, so did 

scores on each of the ideology variables, again supporting 

hypothesis lb for the male sample. 

Hlc: Religiosity Is positively related to traditional 

sexual Ideology and traditional motherhood Ideology, 

The results of the Pearson product-moment correlation 

analysis is presented in Table 4.6 for the female sample. 
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indicating that religiosity is positively and significantly 

(E < .001) correlated with each of the ideology variables: 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms (r = . 4 9 ) , attitudes 

toward unmarried sexual behavior (r = .39), attitudes toward 

sexual pleasure (r = .21), attitudes toward female sexual 

behavior (r = . 3 6 ) , attitudes toward male sexual behavior (r 

= . 3 6 ) , and obligation to maternity (r = .39). 

When the ideology variables were regressed on all 

demographic variables, religiosity produced lower Beta 

coefficients than religious fundamentalism, and it revealed 

significant relationships with attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms B(5, 266) = .21, p < -001 (Figure 4.1); 

attitudes toward unmarried sexual behavior B(5, 266) = .18, 

E < .01 (Figure 4.2); attitudes toward male sexual behavior 

B(5, 266) = .16, E < .05 (Figure 4.5); and obligation to 

maternity B(5, 266) = .15, E < .01 (Figure 4.6). Hypothesis 

Ic was upheld for the female sample. 

For the male sample. Table 4.7 reveals that religiosity 

was positively and significantly (̂  < .001) correlated with 

the sexuality ideology measures and the motherhood ideology 

measure in the following manner: attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms (r = . 5 5 ) , attitudes toward premarital sexual 

behavior (r = . 5 5 ) , attitudes toward female sexual behavior 

(r = . 4 8 ) , attitudes toward male sexual behavior (r = . 4 9 ) , 

maternal mission and conduct (r = .40), and the saliency of 

motherhood (r = . 3 1 ) . 
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When the ideology variables were regressed on all 

demographic variables, religiosity produced positive and 

significant standardized Beta coefficients with all the 

sexuality ideologies, as noted in Figures 4.7 through 4.10. 

The relationship with the maternal mission and conduct 

ideology was not significant, however (Figure 4.11). 

Hypothesis Ic was supported for the male sample. 

Hid: The level of formal education Is Inversely 

related to traditional sexual Ideology and traditional 

motherhood Ideology. 

The results of the Pearson product-moment correlation 

is revealed in Table 4.6 for the female sample, indicating 

that education was negatively and significantly correlated 

with traditional sexual ideology and traditional motherhood 

ideology in the following manner: attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms (r = -.20), attitudes toward sexual pleasure (r 

= -.25), attitudes toward female sexual behavior (r = -.18), 

attitudes toward male sexual behavior (r = -.16), and 

obligation to maternity ideology (r = -.18). All 

correlation coefficients were significant at the .001 level 

of probability, except for the non-significant correlation 

found with attitudes toward unmarried sexual behavior. 

When the ideology variables were regressed on all 

demographic variables, education produced a significant 

standardized Beta coefficient only with attitudes toward 

sexual pleasure B(5, 266) = -.15, E < -01 (Figure 4.3). 
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Although the other Beta coefficients for education are in 

the direction hypothesized, they are negligible and could 

have occurred by chance alone. Apparently it is acceptance 

of the emotional and pleasurable aspects of sexuality— 

rather than acceptance of people's sexual activity outside 

of m a r r i a g e — t h a t increases with education. Thus, the 

notion promoted by popular thought and previous research 

that "liberalization of sexuality" increases with education 

is not supported here. It may have been that actually 

attitudes toward sexual pleasure was the dimension being 

tapped rather than a behavioral dimension of "free sex," 

i.e., unrestrained sexual activity among people not married 

to one another. In fact, the relationship between attitudes 

toward sexual pleasure ideology and the demographic and 

legal abortion variables reveals a different pattern 

throughout this study than is found with the other sexual 

behavior dimensions. 

When testing for the effects of the level of education 

(no college, completed the college freshman year, and 

college graduate) and type of education (religious, private, 

and non-religious), a main effect for amount of education 

was found for every ideology. In attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms, women who had completed their college freshman 

year were more traditional than either those who have never 

attended college or those who are college graduates, F(10, 
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263) = 2.33, E < .01. For this ideology, no significant 

differences were found in type of education. 

A main effect for education was found in attitudes 

toward unmarried sexual behavior, F(10, 264) = 2.42, E < 

.01, with women who have completed the college freshmen year 

being the most traditional. With this ideology, women from 

religious educational institutions were significantly more 

traditional than other women with the same level of 

education, F(2, 105) = 12.14, p < .001. 

A main effect for education was found in attitudes 

toward sexual pleasure, F(10, 264 = 3.16, E < .01, with high 

school graduates being the most traditional of the 

educational levels. Religious education made a significant 

difference only for women who were college graduates, with 

the religiously educated being more traditional than other 

college graduates in their attitudes toward sexual pleasure, 

F(2, 93) = 4.28, E < -01. 

A main effect for education was found in attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior F(10, 269) = 4.70, E < .001. 

Non-traditional attitudes increased with increased 

education. Women in religious settings were significantly 

more traditional than those in non-religious settings for 

high school graduates, F(l, 266) = 4.47, E < .01, and for 

women whose highest level of education was the freshmen year 

in college, F(l, 205) = 4.83, E < -001. 
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There was a main effect of education on attitudes 

toward male sexual behavior, F(10, 266) = 2.67, ̂  < .001, 

with women who have not attended college being significantly 

more traditional in their attitudes than women with other 

levels of education. Women who had graduated from religious 

colleges were significantly more traditional than other 

college graduates, F(3, 89) = 3.59, E < .01. 

From these findings, it appears that the type of 

education at the freshman level of college is influential in 

women's attitudes toward societal sexual norms and unmarried 

sexuality. Although women in religious education are more 

traditional than other freshmen women, it is not known 

whether it is the kind of education or a pre-selection bias 

toward certain kinds of education that is responsible for 

the difference in attitudes. By the time women complete 

their senior level of college, however, their attitudes 

toward sexual behavior do not differ among education types, 

with the one exception of attitudes toward sexual pleasure. 

Because it is only the attitude toward sexual pleasure 

dimension that becomes more traditional for more religious 

education, in comparison to other women and other sexuality 

dimensions, it may be that the effect of religious education 

on women is its socialization of these women to embrace the 

ideology that advocates sexual activity for bearing children 

rather than for pleasure. 
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Regarding the obligation to maternity ideology, a main 

effect was found for amount of education F(6, 269) = 3.56, u 

= .002, with individuals who have not attended college being 

more traditional in their ideology than those who have 

attended college. Type of education yielded significant 

effects for individuals who attended religious high school, 

F(2, 269), = 7.88, E = .01, and for women at the college 

freshmen level who attended religious colleges, F(2, 205), = 

4.72, u = .01, with women in religious education settings 

more traditional than others in their motherhood ideology. 

For the male sample. Table 4.7 presents the bivariate 

correlation coefficients and reveals a positive, although 

minimal, relationship between education and traditional 

sexuality ideology. The only significant relationship is 

with attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior (r = .15, ̂  

< .05). For males, the hypothesis was not upheld, in that 

the relationship occurred in the opposite direction than was 

expected for the ideology variables. That is, as education 

increased, traditional sexuality attitudes increased, 

although only one relationship was significant. Support for 

the hypothesis was found in the negative relationship 

between education and traditional maternal mission and 

conduct ideology (r = -.16, E < .05) and its negative 

relationship with the salience of thinking about motherhood 

(r = -.22, E < .01). 
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When all demographic variables were controlled, males' 

education was significantly associated only with attitudes 

toward premarital sexual behavior, B(5, 164) = .13, E < .05 

(Figure 4.8). With the motherhood ideology variable, the 

relationship occurred in the direction hypothesized, but was 

not significant. 

There were no main effects found for level of education 

or for type of education in the male sample when assessing 

the difference between their scores on the sexual 

ideologies. The only significant effect for type of 

education was with the religiously educated college freshman 

being more traditional than any other level or type of 

education group in terms of their motherhood ideology, F(2, 

171) = 4.34, u < .01. 

Hie: Social class Is Inversely related to traditional 

sexual Ideology and traditional motherhood Ideology. 

For the female sample. Table 4.6 reveals a significant 

bivariate correlation coefficient only between personal 

income and attitudes toward sexual pleasure (r = -.18, E < 

.001) and attitudes toward female sexual behavior (r = -.12, 

E < .05). Occupational prestige was significantly and 

negatively correlated with: attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms (r = -.27), attitudes toward sexual pleasure 

(r = -.28), attitudes toward female sexual behavior (r = 

-.19), attitudes toward male sexual behavior (r = -.18); and 

obligation to maternity (r = -.22). Although the social 
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class and ideology relationships were not all significant, 

each occurred in the predicted direction. 

The analysis showed that relationships between personal 

income and favorability toward legal abortion, the 

motherhood ideology, and the sexual ideologies (except for 

attitudes toward sexual pleasure) were weak. Further, 

because of the missing data, occupational prestige reduced 

the degrees of freedom to half. Therefore, a clearer 

interpretation of the relationship of the remaining 

variables would be possible if personal income and 

occupational prestige were deleted from the model than if 

they were retained. 

For the male sample. Table 4.7 reveals that personal 

income was significantly correlated with only the maternal 

mission and conduct ideology (r = - . 2 2 ) . Occupational 

prestige was significantly correlated also only with the 

maternal mission and conduct ideology (r = - . 1 8 ) . The 

relationships of social class and sexual ideologies were not 

significant, and not all were in the direction predicted. 

Hypothesis le was not supported in the male sample. Because 

occupational prestige reduced the degrees of freedom to half 

and personal income was significantly correlated only with 

the motherhood ideology, the social class variable was not 

entered into the path analyses for the male sample. 

Hlf: Age Is Inversely related to traditional sexual 

Ideology and traditional motherhood Ideology. 
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Age is positively and significantly associated with the 

sexuality ideologies but is not significantly correlated 

with the motherhood ideology in the female sample. Table 

4.6 reveals the following significant bivariate correlation 

coefficients: attitudes toward societal sexual norms (r = 

,23), attitudes toward unmarried sexual behavior (r = .15), 

attitudes toward sexual pleasure (r = .22), attitudes toward 

female sexual behavior (r = .19), attitudes toward male 

sexual behavior (r = .16). 

When all demographic variables are controlled, age was 

not significantly associated with attitudes toward unmarried 

sexual behavior (Figure 4.2) or the obligation to maternity 

ideology (Figure 4.6). The significant relationships were: 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms B(5, 265) = .16, u < 

.001 (Figure 4.1); attitudes toward sexual pleasure B(5, 

266) = .19, E < .001 (Figure 4.3); attitudes toward female 

sexual behavior B(5, 266) = .14, E < .001 (Figure 4.4); and 

attitudes toward male sexual behavior B(5, 266) = .11, E < 

.05 (Figure 4.5). 

Based on these correlational analyses, Hlf is not 

supported for the female sample because the relationship 

occurred in the opposite direction than was predicted. That 

is, as age increased, traditional attitudes toward the 

ideologies increased. Because the feminist perspective 

dictates that sexuality and motherhood ideologies should be 

related, the decade groups that were most likely to birth 
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(those in their 20s) or those most likely to have children 

who were birthing (those in their 50s) were compared with 

the decades not as immediately affected by childbirth in 

terms of their ideological attitudes. 

When grouped by decade, no main effect was found for 

age on the mean scores of women's favorability toward legal 

abortion. A comparison of the 20s and 30s decade revealed 

that there was a main effect of age only on attitudes toward 

female sexual behavior, F(l, 190) = 4.52, E < .05, with the 

younger decade being the more traditional. In order to 

determine whether the experience of having an abortion was 

significant, for the 20s and 30s decade, a main effect for 

abortion experience was found in attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms F(l, 190) = 11.63, E < .001; attitudes toward 

unmarried sexual behavior, F(l, 190) = 27.24, u < .001; 

attitudes toward female sexual behavior, F(l, 190) = 18.33, 

E < .001; and attitudes toward male sexual behavior, F(l, 

190) = 20.33, E < .001. Females who experienced an abortion 

were less traditional in their attitudes than others. An 

interaction of age and abortion was found for attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior, F(l, 190) = 4.32, E < .05, 

with the older decade less traditional than the younger one 

if they had had an abortion. A comparison of the 40s and 

50s decade revealed no main effect for age or for the 

presence of grandchildren in any sexuality ideology except 

for attitudes toward sexual pleasure where the older decade 
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of women was more traditional, F(l, 71) = 3.98, e < .05, and 

those with grandchildren were more traditional F(l, 71 = 

6.03, E = .02. No interaction effects were found. 

Regarding the obligation to maternity ideology, when 

the 20s and 30s decades were compared, there was a main 

effect for age, F(l, 193) = 4.47, n < .05 and a main effect 

for abortion experience, F(l, 193) = 20.87, e < .001; but no 

interaction was found. Younger women and women who have not 

experienced an abortion are more traditional in their duty 

toward motherhood ideology than other women. A comparison 

of the 40s and 50s decade revealed no main effect for age or 

for the presence of grandchildren. These special birthing 

conditions could not be analyzed for women older than 59, 

because none reported having experienced an abortion, and 

all reported having grandchildren. 

Based on these analyses, the relationship of age with 

the ideologies may be both a lifespan and a cohort effect. 

That is, traditional views of sexuality are greatest during 

the birthing years, the 20s. Traditionalism decreases 

during the 30s and 40s and then increases with age. Liberal 

attitudes toward sexuality are greatest in the 40s decade. 

It may be that increased traditionalism after mid-age is due 

to an historical cohort effect. Additionally, women in 

their 40s are also women who were in college or early 

marriage during the "women's liberation movement" and 

general liberalization of attitudes during the 1960s. The 
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influence of the social movements during the marriage and 

birthing eras of their lives could have influenced their 

attitudes toward sexuality and motherhood, thus creating a 

cohort effect. 

In the male sample, the relationship of age with the 

ideology variables is mixed and non-significant. As 

indicated in Table 4.7, age is significantly correlated only 

with attitudes toward societal sexual norms (r = .14, u < 

.05). When all demographic variables were controlled, age 

was not significantly correlated with any ideology. 

Hypothesis If is not supported in the male sample. 

In order to determine whether ideologies were related 

with age, with cohort group, or with sex, decade comparisons 

also were made in the male sample. When grouped by decade, 

no significant difference was found among the age groups on 

males' mean scores of favorability toward legal abortion. 

Nor was there a main effect found for age on the means of 

any sexual ideology variable. A comparison of the 2 0s and 

30s decade revealed that males who had been a partner in an 

abortion were significantly less traditional than other 

males on attitudes toward societal sexual norms F(l, 129) = 

4.84, E < .05 and attitudes toward female sexual behavior 

F(l, 129) = 4.86, E < .05. There was no interaction of age 

and abortion experience. When the 40s and 50s decades were 

compared, a significant difference was found between the age 

groups only on attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior. 
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F(l, 38) = 4.78, E < .05, with older men being more 

traditional. Males with grandchildren were significantly 

more traditional than other males on all sexuality 

ideologies: attitudes toward societal sexual norms, F(l, 

38) = 3.93, E < .05; attitudes toward premarital sexual 

behavior F(l, 38) = 13.76, E < .001; attitudes toward female 

sexual behavior F(l, 38) = 4.17, E < .05; and attitudes 

toward male sexual behavior F(l, 38) = 7.67, E < .01. No 

interaction of age and grandchildren was found. The 

birthing condition variable could not be analyzed for men 

older than 59, because none reported having been a partner 

in an abortion experience, and all reported having 

grandchildren. A significant difference of males' scores on 

maternal mission and conduct ideology was not found for age 

group, for abortion experience, nor for the presence of 

grandchildren. That is, among males, their attitudes about 

motherhood vary little. Thus, it appears that if. there is a 

cohort effect on the ideologies, it is different for the 

sexes. Further, if there is an effect of birthing, it is 

different for the sexes. 

The results from the tests of Hlf suggest that birthing 

experience may be that which differentiates males and 

females. That is, although both sexes experienced the 

period of the 1960s that could have produced cohort effects, 

males did not reveal a liberalization of attitudes in 

midlife. Both sexes, however, revealed increased 
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traditionalism in the years past the 40s decade. 

Interestingly, there was a main effect for grandparenthood 

only for the male sample. Thus, of the variables 

investigated in Hlf, the personal experience of birthing and 

mothering is the only influence that the two sexes do not 

similarly experience, and so may be the one from which sex 

differences in ideology attitudes originate. 

Hlg: The Ideal number of children In the family Is 

positively related to traditional sexual Ideology and 

traditional motherhood Ideology. 

In the female sample. Table 4.6 indicates that ideal 

number of children is positively and significantly 

correlated with all the ideologies in the following manner: 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms (r = .33), attitudes 

toward unmarried sexual behavior (r = .23), attitudes toward 

sexual pleasure (r = .22), attitudes toward female sexual 

behavior (r = .27), attitudes toward male sexual behavior (r 

= .23), and obligation to maternity ideology (r = .38). 

When all demographic variables were controlled, ideal number 

of children was significantly correlated with the following 

ideology variables: attitudes toward societal sexual norms 

B(5, 265) = .15, u < .001 (Figure 4.1); attitudes toward 

female sexual behavior B(5, 266) = .13, E < .01 (Figure 

4.4); and the obligation to maternity ideology B(5, 266) = 

.26, E < .001 (Figure 4.6). In general, this hypothesis was 

upheld for the female sample, although relationships with 
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the ideologies were not all significant when the other 

demographic variables were held constant. 

In the male sample. Table 4.7 reveals a positive and 

significant relationship between ideal number of children 

and each ideology: attitudes toward societal sexual norms 

(r = .25), attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior (r = 

.23), attitudes toward female sexual behavior (r = .22), 

attitudes toward male sexual behavior (r = .24), and 

maternal mission and fulfillment ideology (r = .14). 

Hypothesis Ig appears to be supported in the male sample 

until all the demographic variables are held constant. 

Then, ideal number of children is not significantly related 

with any ideology (as presented in Figures 4.7 through 

4.11), and Hypothesis Ig is not supported. 

In order to interpret the relationship of the 

demographic and ideological variables on favorability toward 

legal abortion, path models were constructed for the tests 

of the remaining hypotheses that investigated the 

associations of the ideology variables and favorability 

toward legal abortion. Separate path analyses were 

conducted for each sexuality and motherhood variable with 

the abortion variable. As with the analyses thus far 

reported, ordinary regression techniques were employed with 

the effects of all the demographic variables in the model 

held constant. Standardized Beta weights were utilized as 

the path coefficients representing the strength of the 
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relationships between each ideological variable and the 

favorability toward the legal abortion variable. 

The Female Model 

H2: Utilization of a sexuality/gender schema Is 

negatively related to favorability toward legal abortion. 

Sexuality/gender schema was negatively correlated with 

favorability toward legal abortion (r = - . 3 4 ) . An analysis 

of variance was performed to test whether a significant 

difference existed in mean scores on favorability toward 

legal abortion between the four cluster groups. Recall from 

Table 4.19 and the preliminary analysis that Group 1 rated 

the target low on all three dimensions. Group 2 rated the 

target high on sexual experience and unmotherliness. Group 3 

rated the target high on unmotherliness and negative 

evaluation, and Group 4 rated the target high on negative 

evaluation and in the mid-range on the other two dimensions. 

A significant difference was found between the groups' 

scores on favorability toward legal abortion, F(3, 272) = 

14.74, E < .001. The three groups that gave a high rating 

for any dimension of the sexuality/gender schema (Groups 2, 

3, and 4) were not significantly different from one another 

in their favorability toward legal abortion. Each group, 

however, was significantly less favorable toward legal 

abortion than Group 1, those who did not use a sexuality 

gender schema: Group 2, t = -5.5, E < .001; Group 3, t = 
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-3.69, E < .001; and Group 4, t = -4.8, E < .001. 

Hypothesis 2 was therefore supported. 

From the cluster analysis, it is shown that the female 

sample was almost equally divided between those who do and 

do not utilize a sexuality/gender schema. The largest 

number of respondents, however, cluster in the low 

utilization of a sexuality/gender schema (n = 152). 

Further, the clusters indicate that women who believed that 

the target female receiving an abortion is sexually 

experienced also believed that she is unmotherly. 

Additionally, respondents who believed that she was 

unmotherly also evaluated her negatively. Thus, her 

motherhood behavior may be more important than her sexual 

behavior when respondents evaluate her personal 

characteristics. Women with high scores on any dimension of 

the schema are significantly less favorable toward legal 

abortion than women who do not utilize a sexuality/gender 

schema. 

H3: Traditional sexual Ideology Is Inversely related 

to favorability toward legal abortion. 

The sexuality ideology dimensions varied in their 

relationship with favorability toward legal abortion. A 

bivariate correlation and a separate path analysis was 

performed for each sexuality ideology with favorability 

toward legal abortion. The results are diagramed in the 

figures indicated in the following discussion. 
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The attitudes toward societal sexual norms produced the 

strongest relationship of all the sexuality ideologies with 

favorability toward legal abortion (r = -.66; Table 4.6). 

When all demographic variables were controlled, its 

estimated path coefficient was also the strongest, B(6, 2 65) 

= -.50, E < .001, with a multiple correlation with all the 

demographic variables of R = .73, accounting for 53 percent 

of the variance in favorability toward legal abortion 

(Figure 4.1). The weakest relationship of all the sexuality 

ideologies with favorability toward legal abortion was found 

with attitudes toward sexual pleasure, producing an 

estimated path coefficient of B(6, 265) = -.14, E < .01 and 

a multiple correlation with all the demographic variables of 

R = .66, accounting for 42 percent of the variance in 

favorability toward legal abortion (Figure 4.3). Its 

bivariate correlation coefficient is r = -.34, similar to 

the correlation of the other sexuality ideologies (Table 

4.6) . 

The remaining sexuality ideologies were related 

similarly with favorability toward legal abortion. Of the 

remaining three ideologies, the strongest relationship with 

favorability toward legal abortion was with the attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior ideology, B(6, 265) = -.37, E 

< .001, with a multiple correlation with all the demographic 

variables of R = .70, accounting for 49 percent of the 

variance in favorability toward legal abortion (Figure 4.4). 
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Its bivariate correlation coefficient with favorability 

toward legal abortion is r = -.58 (Table 4.6). Results of 

the path analyses for attitudes toward unmarried sexual 

behavior and attitudes toward male sexual behavior with 

favorability toward legal abortion were also significant: 

B(6, 265) = -.34, E < .001 (Figure 4.2) and B(6, 265) = 

-.31, E < .001 (Figure 4.5), respectively. Hypothesis 3 was 

thereby supported. 

H3a: Traditional sexual Ideology will have Its weakest 

effect on favorability toward legal abortion In conditions 

of high utilization of a sexuality/gender schema. 

The test of this Hypothesis 3a was accomplished by 

recomputing the path analyses with the portion of the sample 

that scored in the upper 25% on the sexuality/gender schema 

measure (n = 81). In this group of females, scores ranged 

from 0 to 32, with a mean of 8.9 and a standard deviation of 

7.46. Scores in the top 25 percent were those greater than 

13.00. 

This group of females had higher mean scores than the 

complete sample of females had in religious fundamentalism 

(X = 4.03, SD = .95) and the ideal number of children 

variable (X = 3.0, SD = 1.05). The mean scores were lower 

than the complete sample of females in religiosity (X = 

8.23, SD = 2.44), education (X = 4.26, SD = 1.72), personal 

income (X = $10,520.64, SD = $12,103.02, median = 
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$7,000.00), occupational prestige (X = 41.17, SD = 12.62), 

and age (X = 29). 

Results showed that high utilization of a 

sexuality/gender schema was correlated with favorability 

toward legal abortion in different strengths for each 

ideology. A bivariate correlation and a separate path 

analysis was performed for each sexuality ideology. The 

estimated path coefficients for this select group are 

presented on the same figure as with the total female 

sample, but are shown in parentheses. 

In the high utilization of the sexuality/gender schema 

condition, the path analyses revealed stronger relationships 

of the sexuality ideologies with favorability toward legal 

abortion than was found in the whole sample in every 

dimension except attitudes toward sexual pleasure (Figure 

4.1), which was not significantly related with the abortion 

variable. The strongest relationship with the abortion 

variable remained with the attitudes toward societal sexual 

norms ideology, which produced a bivariate correlation 

coefficient of r = -.57, an estimated path coefficient of 

B(6, 65) = -.60, E < .001 when all demographic variables 

were controlled, and a multiple correlation with all 

demographic variables of R = .69, accounting for 47 percent 

of the variance in favorability toward legal abortion 

(Figure 4.1). This was finding was closely followed in 

strength of relationship by attitudes toward unmarried 
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sexual behavior, with a bivariate correlation coefficient of 

r = -.61, an estimated path coefficient of B(6, 65) = -.56, 

E < .001, and a multiple correlation of R = .68, accounting 

for 46 percent of the variance in favorability toward legal 

abortion (Figure 4.2). 

The attitudes toward female sexual behavior ideology 

produced a bivariate correlation coefficient of r = -.54, an 

estimated path coefficient of B(6, 65) = -.47, E < .001, and 

a multiple correlation with the demographic variables of R = 

.64, accounting for 41 percent of the variance in 

favorability toward legal abortion (Figure 4.4). The 

attitudes toward male sexual behavior produced a correlation 

coefficient of r = -.45, an estimated path coefficient of 

B(6, 65) = -.35, E < .01, and a multiple correlation with 

all the demographic variables of R = .58, accounting for 34 

percent of the variance in favorability toward legal 

abortion (Figure 4.5). 

Thus, hypothesis 3a was not supported. Instead, 

results were in the opposite direction hypothesized. At the 

time of hypothesis formulation, the dimensions of the 

sexuality ideology were not known, and it was thought that 

because of the schema's multidimensionality, the schema 

would be more important than the sexuality dimension alone 

in its relationship with favorability toward legal abortion. 

This was found only for attitudes toward sexual pleasure, 

the sexuality ideology which appears to vary the most with 



209 

women's demographic variables and which is least important 

in the abortion issue. When sexual behavior and societal 

sexual norms are considered, these yield a stronger, rather 

than a weaker, relationship with favorability toward legal 

abortion in conditions of high utilization of a 

sexuality/gender schema, perhaps because they are intimately 

a part of the schema. Thus, it appears that an important 

dimension of a sexuality/gender schema is the evaluative 

aspect that reveals that it is not just the belief that an 

aborting female is sexually experienced, but also that she 

should not be sexually active, according to traditional 

beliefs and attitudes. 

H4: Traditional motherhood Ideology Is Inversely 

related to favorability toward legal abortion. 

The bivariate correlation of favorability toward legal 

abortion with obligation to maternity was r = -.63 (Table 

4.6). The estimated path coefficient was B(6, 265) = -.41, 

E < .001 when all demographic variables were held constant, 

producing a multiple correlation of R = .71 and accounting 

for 51 percent of the variance in favorability toward legal 

abortion (Figure 4.6). The second factor found in the total 

motherhood inventory scale, "romantic maternal fulfillment" 

(presented in Table 4.14), was significantly correlated with 

favorability toward legal abortion, r = -.30. When 

submitted to a path analysis, this ideology did not reveal a 

significant relationship with favorability toward legal 
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abortion, however, when the demographic variables were held 

constant. Therefore, it was not submitted to further path 

analyses, and has not been discussed to this point. 

Hypothesis 4 was supported, with results indicating that it 

is the belief that women are obliged to be mothers that is 

important when females report their level of favorability 

toward legal abortion. 

The Male Model 

H5: Traditional sexual Ideology Is Inversely related 

to favorability toward legal abortion. 

In the male sample, the four dimensions of sexuality 

ideology varied in the strength of their relationship with 

favorability toward legal abortion. Each sexuality ideology 

measure was correlated with favorability toward legal 

abortion in bivariate analyses, and each was submitted to 

separate path analyses. The path analyses are diagramed in 

Figures 4.7 through 4.10. 

The strongest estimated path coefficient, when all 

demographic variables were held constant, was produced by 

the attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior ideology, 

B(6, 163) = .50, E < .001, with a multiple correlation of R 

= .79, accounting for 62 percent of the variance in 

favorability toward legal abortion (Figure 4.8). The 

bivariate correlation coefficient was r = -.69 (Table 4.7). 

The weakest estimated path coefficient was produced by the 

attitudes toward female sexual behavior ideology, B(6, 163) 
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= -.27, E < .001, with a multiple correlation with the 

demographic variables of R = .72, accounting for 52 percent 

of the variance in favorability toward legal abortion 

(Figure 4.9). The bivariate correlation coefficient was r = 

-.57. 

Traditional attitudes toward societal sexual norms and 

favorability toward legal abortion were significantly 

correlated, r = -.64 (Table 4.7). This ideology produced an 

estimated path coefficient of B(6, 163) -.39, E < .001 when 

all background variables were controlled, and a multiple 

correlation of R = .74, accounting for 55 percent of the 

variance in favorability toward legal abortion (Figure 4.7). 

The attitudes toward male sexual behavior produced a 

bivariate correlation coefficient of r = -.65, an estimated 

path coefficient of B(6, 163) = -.41, E < .001, and a 

multiple correlation with the demographic variables of R = 

.76, accounting for 58 percent of the variance in 

favorability toward legal abortion (Figure 4.10). 

The second factor, "control of sex" (presented in Table 

4.13), that was derived from the total Sexuality Ideology 

Inventory (SII) and favorability toward legal abortion 

produced a correlation coefficient of r = -.41 and a non

significant estimated path coefficient of B(6, 163) = -.08, 

ns. Because this factor was not significantly related with 

favorability toward legal abortion when demographic 

variables were controlled, further path analyses were not 
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performed, and this factor has not been discussed to this 

point. Hypothesis 5 was supported. 

A comparison could not be made between the sexes 

regarding their attitudes toward societal sexual norms and 

attitudes toward premarital or unmarried sexuality 

ideologies because these constructs were empirically derived 

for each sample and thus contained different measurement 

items. Because the attitudes toward female sexual behavior 

and attitudes toward male sexual behavior ideologies were 

author-imposed, each of these ideologies contained the same 

items, and thus, both samples responded to identical items. 

An analysis of variance indicated that there was no 

significant difference between the sexes in their attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior, F(l, 453) = 2.77, E < .10, 

ns. There was, however, a significant difference between 

the sexes in their attitudes toward male sexual behavior, 

F(l, 453) = 4 . 5 3 , E = .03, with females being more 

traditional than males in their attitudes. 

H6: Traditional motherhood Ideology Is Inversely 

related to favorability toward legal abortion. 

In the male sample, the measure of maternal mission and 

conduct ideology yielded a bivariate correlation coefficient 

of r = -.59, an estimated path coefficient of B(6, 163) = 

-.31, E < .001, and a multiple correlation with all 

background variables of R = .72, accounting for 52 percent 
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of the variance in favorability toward legal abortion 

(Figure 4.11). Hypothesis 6 was upheld. 

The second factor derived from the Motherhood 

Inventory, "maternal sacrifice" (see Table 4.15), yielded a 

non-significant estimated path coefficient of B(6, 163) = 

-.09, ns. Because this factor was not significantly related 

with favorability toward legal abortion, it was not 

subjected to further analysis and has not been discussed to 

this point. 

A sex comparison of motherhood ideology could not be 

conducted because the construct was empirically derived for 

each sample and thus contained different items. Although 

total scores on the complete Motherhood Inventory (the 

instrument from which the motherhood factors were derived) 

was not used in this study, an analysis of variance of means 

on the total scale was performed in order to assess sex 

differences regarding motherhood. The ANOVA revealed that 

there was a significant difference between the sexes, F(l, 

454) = 18.80, E < .001, with males being more traditional 

than females in terms of their overall motherhood ideology. 

H7: An extreme motherhood saliency belief will 

mitigate the effects of all other variables on favorability 

toward legal abortion and will predict disapproval of legal 

abortion for each pregnancy condition. 

In order to test this hypothesis, the motherhood 

saliency score was derived according to the procedure 



214 

described in the preliminary analyses. That is, the highest 

twenty-five percent of the scoring range (scores greater 

than 3.40) was used as the criterion for defining "extreme 

motherhood saliency." The path analyses were recomputed for 

individuals (n = 47) who scored in this range. The results 

of the path analyses are presented in parentheses in Figures 

4.7 through 4.11. 

In the condition of high utilization of motherhood 

saliency, the strength of the relationship between sexuality 

ideologies and favorability toward legal abortion varied by 

ideology. Hypothesis 7 was supported for the attitudes 

toward societal sexual norms ideology which produced a non

significant estimated path coefficient of B(6, 40) = -.06, 

ns (Figure 4.7). In this condition, religious 

fundamentalism and ideal number of children provided the 

strongest relationship in the multiple correlation of R = 

.68, with 46 percent of the variance accounted for in 

favorability toward legal abortion. Because the 

relationship of this ideology and favorability toward legal 

abortion was non-significant, attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms was not regressed on the demographic variables. 

A bivariate correlation coefficient of r = -.47 was found 

for this ideology and favorability toward legal abortion. 

The hypothesis was also supported for the attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior ideology, revealing that its 

relationship with favorability toward legal abortion 
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decreased to non-significance, B(6, 40) = -.02, ns (Figure 

4.9). Because the relationship was non-significant, 

attitudes toward female sexual behavior was not regressed on 

the demographic variables. Therefore, with this ideology, 

the demographic variables are considered to provide direct 

effects on favorability toward legal abortion for religious 

fundamentalism B(6, 40) = -.47, E = .004 and ideal number of 

children B(6, 40) = -.27, E = .04. Thus, for men who 

believe that motherhood is the most important role for 

women, their attitudes toward societal sexual norms and 

attitudes toward female sexual behavior ideologies are not 

related to their level of favorability toward legal 

abortion. Instead, only their level of religious 

fundamentalism and ideal number of children are (negatively) 

related to legal abortion favorability. 

For the group of males in the high motherhood saliency 

condition, their attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior 

are more weakly related with favorability toward legal 

abortion than was found in the full male sample, B(6, 40) = 

-.43, E < .01, with a multiple correlation with all 

demographic variables of R = .75, accounting for 56 percent 

of the variance in favorability toward legal abortion 

(Figure 4.8). The bivariate correlation coefficient of r = 

-.67 is almost identical to that found in the total male 

sample. 
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Hypothesis 7 was not upheld for the attitudes toward 

male sexual behavior ideology. Its relationship with 

favorability toward legal abortion remained almost 

identical, with a slight increase, to that of the full 

sample, B(6, 40) = -.43, E < .01, with a multiple 

correlation with all demographic variables of R = .74, 

accounting for 54 percent of the variance (Figure 4.10). 

Although the relationship of this ideology with the abortion 

variable changed minimally, it was the demographic variables 

that revealed the most dramatic differences. The 

relationship of religious fundamentalism with male sexual 

behavior increased to B(5, 41) = .60, E < .001; age became 

significant, B(5, 41) = -.23, E < .05; and no other 

demographic variable revealed a significant relationship 

with attitudes toward male sexual behavior. Further, no 

demographic variable was related directly with favorability 

toward legal abortion. 

Each hypothesis test analyzed the effects of the 

demographic variables on favorability toward legal abortion 

and on each ideology. At this point. Hypothesis la can be 

discussed. 

Hla: The demographic variables will have no 

Independent effect on favorability toward legal abortion. 

Hypothesis la can now be tested by analyzing the 

effects of the demographic variables on favorability toward 

legal abortion with and without the hypothesized intervening 
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ideology variables. The direct effects of the demographic 

variables on favorability toward legal abortion were found 

by regressing the variables onto the abortion variable, and 

are represented as the estimated path coefficients on the 

line diagrams in Figures 4.1 through 4.6 for the female 

sample and in Figures 4.7 through 4.11 for the male sample. 

The direct effects are listed in tabular form for each 

ideology in Tables 4.22 through 4.32. 

To solve for the indirect effects of the demographic 

variables on favorability toward legal abortion, the 

correlations among the variables were decomposed according 

to the method presented by Asher (1983). This was 

accomplished by multiplying two standardized Beta 

coefficients: the Beta coefficient that was obtained when 

the ideology was used as the dependent variable and the Beta 

coefficient that was obtained when favorability toward legal 

abortion was the dependent variables via the ideology as the 

intervening variable. The product of these two coefficients 

decomposes the effects and represents the indirect effects 

of a demographic variable on favorability toward legal 

abortion. Each direct and indirect effect is presented in 

Tables 4.22 through 4.32. The sum of a demographic 

variable's direct effect and indirect effect are added to 

obtain the total effects of the demographic variable. 

For both samples, religious fundamentalism has a direct 

and an indirect effect on each of the ideology variables. 
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The direct effects were greater than the indirect effects in 

each ideology for both sexes. The total effects of 

religious fundamentalism in the female sample were either 

-.47 or -.48, depending on which ideology was entered into 

the model. In the male sample, the total effects of 

religious fundamentalism were either -.49 or -.50, depending 

on which ideoogy was entered into the model. For females in 

the condition of high utilization of the sexuality/gender 

schema, the effects of the variables are shown in 

parentheses in Tables 4.22 through 4.27. No direct or 

indirect effects of religious fundamentalism were found. 

For males in the condition of high utilization of the 

saliency of motherhood, the effects of the variables are 

shown in parentheses in Tables 4.28 through 4.31. Direct 

effects of religious fundamentalism were found with 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms, B(5, 41) = -.45, E 

< .01 (Table 4.28) and with attitudes toward female 

sexuality, B(5, 41) = -.47, E < .01 (Table 4.28); but no 

indirect effects of religious fundamentalism were found in 

the partial sample. 

In the female sample, religiosity had a significant 

direct effect (B(5, 266) = -.11, E < .05) on favorability 

toward legal abortion only when assessing attitudes toward 

sexual pleasure (Table 4.24). It had no direct effect and 

no indirect effect in either the full sample or in the 

partial sample with any other sexuality ideology. In the 
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male sample, religiosity had neither a direct nor an 

indirect effect on favorability toward legal abortion for 

either the full sample or the partial sample (Tables 4.28 

through 4.32). 

Education had a direct effect on favorability toward 

legal abortion with attitudes toward unmarried sexual 

behavior, B(5, 266) = -.09, E < .05, for the complete female 

sample (Table 4.23); a direct effect on favorability toward 

legal abortion with attitudes toward societal sexual norms, 

B(5, 66) = .28, E < .01, for the partial sample that 

utilized a high level of sexuality/gender schema (Table 

4.22); and no indirect effects. For the male sample, the 

only effects of education on favorability toward legal 

abortion were found in the complete sample with attitudes 

toward premarital sexual behavior revealing a direct effect 

of B(5, 164) = .10, E < .05 and an indirect effect of -.07 

(Table 4.29). Education had no effect on favorability 

toward legal abortion in the partial male sample. 

Ideal number of children was directly related with 

favorability toward legal abortion in every sexuality 

ideology for the complete female sample (Tables 4.22 through 

4.26). It had an indirect relationship of -.08 with 

favorability toward legal abortion via attitudes toward 

societal sexual norms (Table 4.22) and of -.05 via attitudes 

toward female sexual behavior (Table 4.25). It had neither 

a direct or an indirect relationship with favorability 
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toward legal abortion in the motherhood ideology or in any 

ideology in the partial female sample who utilized a high 

sexuality/gender schema utilization. In the complete male 

sample, there was a direct effect of ideal number of 

children on favorability toward legal abortion in every 

ideology but no indirect effect in any ideology (Tables 4.2 8 

through 4.32). In the partial male sample, there was a 

direct effect with the attitudes toward societal sexual 

norms, B(5, 41) = -.26, E < .05 (Table 4.28) and with the 

attitudes toward female sexual behavior, B(5, 41) = -.27, E 

< .05 (Table 4.31). No other direct or indirect 

relationship was found. 

In the complete female sample, there was a direct 

effect of age on favorability toward legal abortion with 

every ideology. Indirect effects were found for every 

ideology except for attitudes toward unmarried sexual 

behavior (Table 4.23) and the motherhood ideology (Table 

4.27). In the partial female sample, age had no effect on 

favorability toward legal abortion except with attitudes 

toward societal sexual norms, where it had both a direct 

effect, B(5, 66) = -.20, E < -05 (Table 4.22) and an 

indirect effect of -.17. In the male sample, age had no 

effect on favorability toward legal abortion with the only 

exception being a direct effect in the complete male sample 

with attitudes toward societal sexual norms, B(5, 164) 

= .12, E < .05 (Table 4.22). 
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Hypothesis la was not upheld. Only with religious 

fundamentalism were there found significant indirect effects 

(along with its direct effects). Compared with all other 

demographic variables, religious fundamentalism reveals the 

strongest relationship with every ideology and with 

favorability toward legal abortion. Its relationship is 

stronger in the total female sample than in the select group 

of females who are in the highest quarter in their 

utilization of a sexuality/gender schema. With that group 

of females, the relationship between their ideologies and 

favorability toward legal abortion increases. In fact, in 

that group, with only one exception, only the ideological 

variables are significantly related with favorability toward 

legal abortion. In the one exception of attitudes toward 

societal sexual norms (Table 4.22), education and age are 

significantly related with favorability toward legal 

abortion variance. 

Religious fundamentalism rather than religiosity (the 

importance of religion in one's life) is the religious 

variable that is related with the ideologies and with 

favorability toward legal abortion. In the schematic 

females, however, it is religiosity rather than religious 

fundamentalism that is significantly associated with 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms (see Figure 4 . 1 ) , 
I 

attitudes toward unmarried sexual behavior (see Figure 4.2), 

and attitudes toward male sexual behavior (see Figure 4.5). 
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Additionally, compared with the entire female sample, in the 

schematic female sub-sample, the relationships decreased in 

strength between the ideologies and education, whereas the 

relationships increased between the ideologies and religious 

fundamentalism, religiosity, and age. In this group of 

females, religious fundamentalism revealed the strongest 

relationship with favorability toward legal abortion. The 

ideologies provided the strongest relationships with 

favorability toward legal abortion, when they were entered 

along with the demographic variables into the path model. 

The exception was that when attitudes toward sexual pleasure 

was entered into the path model, no demographic variable was 

significantly related to favorability toward legal abortion. 

The effects of the demographic variables on 

favorability toward legal abortion were less mixed for males 

than for females. For males, religious fundamentalism 

revealed the strongest relationship of all the demographic 

variables on every ideological variable and on favorability 

toward legal abortion in every path analysis. In the 

analysis of attitudes toward female sexual behavior (Figure 

4.9) and maternal mission and fulfillment (Figure 4.11), 

religious fundamentalism is more strongly related to 

favorability toward legal abortion than the two ideological 

variables are. 

When males who believe that motherhood is the salient 

role for females were analyzed, the relationships of the 
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demographic variables with the ideologies and favorability 

toward legal abortion changed in strength. Figure 4.7 

reveals that for this group of males, attitudes toward 

societal sexual norms is not significantly associated with 

favorability toward legal abortion, resulting in pnly 

religious fundamentalism and ideal number of children 

providing significant relationships with favorability toward 

legal abortion. Only in the analysis of that ideology does 

the relationship increase between religious fundamentalism 

and favorability toward legal abortion. With attitudes 

toward premarital sexual behavior (Figure 4.8) and attitudes 

toward male sexual behavior (Figure 4.10), religious 

fundamentalism's relationship decreases with favorability 

toward legal abortion and increases in relationship with the 

ideology. 

In brief summary, the results of the analyses 

identified dimensions of sexuality that have been overlooked 

in previous studies. In addition, the results delineated 

the differences in the way males and females think about 

motherhood for women. Further, the analyses sorted out the 

impact of each of the variables when controlling for the 

others, and indicated that attitudes toward sexual behavior 

are important for both females and males when thinking about 

favorability toward legal abortion. For females who use a 

sexuality/gender schema, attitudes toward sexuality (except 

for attitudes toward female sexual behavior) reveal stronger 
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relationships with their favorability toward legal abortion 

than for females in general. For males who believe that 

motherhood is the most important role for women, their 

attitudes toward sexuality (except for attitudes toward male 

sexual behavior) reveal weaker relationships with 

favorability toward legal abortion than for males in 

general. In both of these select groups of females and 

males, there are more traditional views toward favorability 

toward legal abortion than are found with others of their 

same sex. A discussion of these findings are presented in 

Chapter V. 
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Table 4.1 
Denomination Affiliation Ranked by 

Level of Fundamentalism 

Denomination 
Affliliation 

Group 1 
Atheist 
Agnostic 
Religious, no affiliation 
Unity 
Unitarian 

Group 2 
Presbyterian 
Lutheran 
Episcopal 
Methodist 
Jewish 
Disciples of Christ 

Group 3 
Christian 
Evangelical 
Interdenominational 
Bible Church 
Eastern Religion 
Roman Catholic 
Christian Science 

Group 4 
Baptist 
Nazarene 
Apostolic 
Pentecostal 
Church of Christ 
Latter Day Saints 
Mennonite 
Seventh-day Adventist 
Jehovah's Witness 
Church of God 
Assembly of God 

Level 
Low 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

of Religious Fundamentalism 
Mid-low 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Mid-high High 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
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Table 4.2 
Correlation Matrix of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
and The Fundamentalism Variables: 

Female Sample 

Variable (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

Church .77 .35 .19 .35 .50 -.45 
attendance 

(1 

(2 

(3 

(4 

(5 

(6 

(7) Favorability toward legal abortion 

Percentage .31 .16^ .35 .39 -.39 
of attendance 

Affiliation with .32 .26 .49 -.40 
fundamentalist denomination 

Conservative church .71 .39 -.38 
teachings 

Conservative personal .48 -.54 
religious beliefs 

Religious fundamentalism -.59 
scale 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 276 
Minimum pairwise n of cases = 225 

a = E < .05. 
All other correlations, E < .01. 
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Multiple Regression Analysis of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
on the Fundamentalism Measures: 

Female Sample 
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Variable 

Religious 
fundamentalism 

-.35 

SE b 

.07 

Beta 

-.32^3 

Conservative 
church teachings 

Percentage of 
church attendance 

.02 

-9.04 

.03 

.00 

.05 

-.03 

Affiliation with -.17 
fundamentalist denomination 

Conservative -.15 
religious beliefs 

Church -.07 
attendance 

.08 

.03 

.05 

-.12^ 

-.35^ 

-.12 

n = 225 R = .68 = .47 

a = E < .05. 
t> = E < .001. 
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Table 4.4 
Correlation Matrix of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
and the Fundamentalism Variables: 

Male Sample 

Variable (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

(1) Church attendance .83 .50 .151̂  .26 .52 -.58 

(2) Percentage of attendance .44 .07^ .15^ .47 -.59 

(3) Affiliation with .32 .29 .63 -.49 
fundamentalist denomination 

(4) Conservative church teachings .60 .40 -.33 

(5) Conservative personal religious beliefs .59 -.39 

(6) Religious Fundamentalism Scale -.64 

(7) Favorability toward legal abortion 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 179 
Minimum pairwise n of cases = 151 

^ = non-significant. 
t> = E < .05. 
All other correlations, E < .001. 
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Table 4.5 
Multiple Regression Analysis of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
on the Fundamentalism Measures: 

Male Sample 

Variable b Se b Beta 

Religious -.40 .10 -.38^ 
fundamentalism 

Conservative -.07 .03 -.14 
church teachings 

Percentage of -.01 .00 -.33^ 
church attendance 

Affiliation with -.02 .09 -.02 
fundamentalist denomination 

Conservative -7.32 .03 -.00 
religious beliefs 

Church -.03 .05 -.07 
attendance 

n = 151 

a = E < .001. 

R = .73 R^ = .54 
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Table 4.6 
Correlation Matrix of Demographic 

and Ideological Variables: 
Female Sample 

1 . 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

2 3 4 5 

66 .55 .76 .68 
.36 .80 .88 

.77 .60 
.82 

Attitudes toward 
Attitudes toward 
Attitudes toward 
Attitudes toward 
Attitudes toward 

6 7 8 9 

.70 .17 .60 .49 -

.47 .15 .45 .39 -

.48 .20 .37 .21 -

.63 .21 .52 .36 -

.49 .23 .44 .36 -
.25 .54 .39 -

.16 .01» -
.47 -

-

societal sexual norms 
unmarried sexual behav 
sexual pleasure 
female sexual behavior 
male sexual behavior 

Obligation to maternity ideology 
Sexuality/gender schema 
Religious fundamentalism 
Religiosity 
Educat ion 
Personal income 
Occupational prestige 
Ideal number of children 
Age 
Favorability toward legal abortion 

Maximum pairwise ii ol 

Minimum pairwise ri ol 

F cases = 277 

F cases = 125 

10 

.20 

. lO" 

.25 

. 18 

. 16 

. 18 

. 12«' 

.29 

.04-

ior 

11 

-.05» 
-.01* 
-. 18 
-.12'' 
-.05» 
-.13»> 
-.12»' 
-. 14*> 
.09* 
.40 

12 

-.27 
-.09* 
-.28 
-. 19»> 
-- 18«> 
-.22 
-.14» 
-.25 
-.17t> 
.52 -
.46 -

13 

.33 

.23 

.22 

.27 

.23 

.38 

.10*> 

.23 

.22 

.05» 
•.07» 
.12" 

14 

.23 

. 15 

.22 

. 19 

. 16 

.06* 
-.ll" 
.01* 
.19 

-.03* 
.22 

-.07» 
. 16 

15 

-.66 
-.54 
-.34 
-.58 
-.52 
-.63 
-.34 
-.59 
-.36 
.24 
. 10-
. 18«» 

-.30 
.05* 

* = non-significant. 
»> = £ < .05. 
All other correlations are significant, £ < .01. 
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Table 4.7 
Correlation Matrix of 

Demographic and Ideological Variables: 
Male Sample 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

2 

.76 

Att 

3 

.73 

.71 

itudes 
Attitudes 
Att 
Att 
Mat 
Sal 
Rel 

itudes 
itudes 
ernal i 
iency i 
igious 

4 5 6 

.75 .50 .37 . 

.91 .44 .26 . 

.73 .57 .39 . 
.42 .25 . 

.68 . 
. 

toward societal 
toward premarit 

7 

61 
55 
58 
52 
62 
51 

8 

.55 

.55 

.48 

.49 

.40 

.31 

.60 

sexual 
al : sexua 

toward female sexual be 
toward male sexual 

mission and conduct 

9 

.09* 

.03* 
-.05» 
-.04» 
-.22 
-. 11» 
-. 10» 
-.03» 

norms 

10 

. 13« 

. 15» 

.04* 

. 13" 
-- 18* 
-.23" 
-.06' 
.24*> 
.46 

.1 behavior 
havior 

behavior 
ideo 

of thinking about mother 
fundamental ism 

Religiosity 
Personal income 
Occupational prestige 
Educat ion 
Ideal number of children 
Age 
Favorabi1 ity toward legal 

logy 
hood 

abort ion 

1 1 

.08* 

.15»> 

.04* 

. 12* 
-. 16*> 
--22 
-.09» 
. 17»> 
.32 
.52 

12 

.25 

.23 

.22 

.24 

. 14» 

.07* 

.27 

.30 

.01* 

.05* 

.02* 

13 

. 14» 

.05* 
-.01" 
-.01* 
-.10* 
-.03* 
.01' 
. 14* 
.50 
. 14» 
. 14» 
.0 7* 

14 

-.64 
-.69 
-.57 
-.65 
-.59 
-.37 
-.64 
-.49 
.07* 
.06* 
.06* 

-.37 
.05* 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 181 

Minimum pairwise n of cases = 86 

* = non-significant. 
" = _£ < .05. 
All other correlations are significant, 2. '^ -01. 
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Table 4.8 
Correlation Matrix of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
and the Social Class Measures: 

Female Sample 

Variable (2) (3) (4) 

(1) Education .40̂ * .52^ .24^ 

(2) Personal .46^* .10 
income 

(3) Occupational .18* 
prestige 

(4) Favorability toward legal abortion 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 277 
Minimum pairwise n of cases = 125 

^ = E < .05. 
t> = E < .001. 



233 

Table 4.9 
Correlation Matrix of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
and the Social Class Measures: 

Male Sample 

Variable (2) (3) (4) 

(1) Personal income .46^ .32^ .07 

(2) Occupational prestige .52^ .06 

(3) Education .06 

(4) Favorability toward legal abortion 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 179 
Minimum pairwise n of cases = 86 

a = E < .001. 



Table 4.10 
Correlation Matrix of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
and the Number of Children Measures: 

Female Sample 
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Variable (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

17^ -.02 

4ic 

.05 

(1) Total number .30' 
of children 

(2) Ideal number 
of children 

(3) Undesirable 
number of children 

(4) Latitude of 
acceptance 

(5) Latitude of 
rejection 

(6) Favorability toward legal abortion 

-.19C 

.10^ -.33" 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 277 
Minimum pairwise n of cases = 266 

a = E < .05. 
b = E < .01. 
o = E < .001. 

-.I7J 

.00 

10^ 

30C 

29c 

13a 

23c 
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Table 4.11 
Correlation Matrix of 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
and the Number of Children Measures: 

Male Sample 

Variable (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

(1) Number of children .15^ -.02 .14^ -.17^^ -.13^ 

(2) Ideal number of children .22̂ * .lê * -.38^ -.37^ 

(3) Undesirable number of children .04 -.08 -.25^ 

(4) Latitude of acceptance .16^ -.05 

(5) Latitude of rejection .21^ 

(6) Favorability toward legal abortion 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 180 
Minimum pairwise n of cases = 172 

^ = E < .05. 
b = E < .01. 
c = E < .001. 
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Table 4.12 
Factor Loadings for 

Sexuality Ideology Items: 
Female Sample 

Items m Factors 

Factor 1: Attitudes Toward Unmarried 
Sexual Behavior 

Factor Loadings 
(1) (2) 

Male's premarital sexual intercourse 
Women in pornography 
Males's premarital intercourse 
Men's affairs 
Women's affairs 
Men's premarital sex 
Female's premarital sexual intercourse 
Female's premarital sex 
Female's casual premarital sex 
Women's affairs 

. 7 2 

. 4 4 

. 6 1 

. 4 4 

. 4 5 

. 7 6 

. 7 3 

. 8 4 

. 8 1 

. 5 3 

. 2 1 

. 3 3 

. 2 4 

. 0 6 

. 1 0 

. 1 5 

. 1 8 

. 2 5 

. 1 3 

. 2 0 

Factor 2: Attitudes Toward 
Sexual Pleasure 

Factor Loadings 

Women's emphasis of sexual pleasure 
Women's sex drive 
Men's interest in sex 
Sexual feelings in women 
Sexual force in women 
Sexual feelings in men 
Sexual force in men 
Men's emphasis of sexual pleasure 

18 
07 
12 
09 
18 
08 
17 
16 

. 4 7 

. 5 9 

. 4 0 

. 6 5 

. 6 1 

. 6 0 

. 6 8 

. 4 7 
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Table 4.13 
Factor Loadings 

Sexuality Ideology 
Male Sample 

for 
Items 

Items in Factors Factor Loadings 
(1) (2) (3) 

Factor 1: Attitudes Toward 
Premarital Sexual Behavior 

Male premarital sexual intercourse 
Male premarital sexual intercourse 
Male premarital sexual intercourse 
Female premarital sexual intercourse 
Female premarital sexual intercourse 
Female premarital sexual intercourse 

. 6 5 

. 7 6 

. 8 8 

. 7 2 

. 8 2 

. 8 2 

. 2 3 

. 2 1 

. 0 8 

. 2 6 

. 2 5 

. 2 1 

. 1 6 

. 2 2 

. 2 4 

. 1 8 

. 2 8 

. 2 2 

Factor 2: Control of Sex 

Women's sexual pleasure 
Women's control of sex drive 
Women in pornography 
Women's sexual interest 
Women's sexual feelings 
Women's sexual powerful force 
Men's sexual feelings 
Men's sexual powerful force 

. 2 0 

. 0 9 

. 3 5 

. 2 4 

. 0 2 

. 0 0 

. 1 8 

. 2 9 

. 5 0 

. 6 3 

. 5 0 

. 5 7 

. 5 3 

. 5 0 

. 6 3 

. 5 2 

. 0 6 

. 0 8 

. 1 6 

. 0 0 
- . 0 1 

. 1 1 

. 0 1 

. 0 9 

Factor 3: Attitudes Toward 
Extramarital Sexual Behavior 

Men's affairs 
Women's affairs 
Men's affairs 
Women's affairs 

. 4 4 

. 2 8 

. 2 6 

. 2 9 

. 1 1 

. 1 3 

. 1 5 

. 2 0 

. 7 2 

. 6 8 

. 6 0 

. 6 9 
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Table 4.14 
Factor Loadings for 

Motherhood Inventory Items: 
Female Sample 

Items in Factors Factor Loadings 
(1) (2) 

Factor 1: Obligation to Maternity 

Own fault if pregnant 
True mission is welfare of men and children 
Adopted child born out of wedlock 
Women have own right to decide 
Childbirth is safer than legal abortion 
Adopted children from unwed girls 
Single woman should give up child 
Men must decide women's liberation 
Will bear burden of guilt 
Own fault if dies from illegal abortion 
If want baby, sacrifice outside work 
Working mothers can raise children as well 
Church guide matters of sex 
Married or unmarried have right to birth 

Factor 2: Romantic Maternal Fulfillment 

Baby totally fulfills woman .26 .64 
Selfish to NOT want a child .37 .55 
Truly maternal would NOT want to give up .32 .56 
No child is unwanted for a normal woman .42 .58 
Reward for mother is having done her duty .31 .47 
Mother/child relationship most essential -.09 .39 

40 
52 
40 
40 
51 
40 
40 
41 
43 
45 
65 
48 
51 
68 

.10 

.34 

.08 

.09 

.24 

.09 
-.05 
.16 
.26 
.23 
.17 

-.09 
-.03 
-.15 



Table 4.15 
Factor Loadings for 

Motherhood Inventory Items: 
Male Sample 
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Items m Factors Factor 
(1) 

Loadings 
(2) 

Factor 1: Maternal Mission and Conduct 

Own fault if pregnant 
Unnatural if not want child 
Love and altruism of mothers for men 
True mission is welfare of men and children 
No child is unwanted for a normal woman 
Childbirth is safer than legal abortion 
Will bear burden of guilt 
Understandable may not like all children 
Own fault if dies from illegal abortion 
If want baby, sacrifice outside work 
Church guide matters of sex 
Married or unmarried have right to birth 

. 46 

.58 

.44 

.50 

.60 

.52 

.58 

.46 

.54 

.54 

. 4 1 

. 4 1 

. 0 3 

.34 

.06 

.25 

.25 

.07 

.02 

.09 

.09 

.17 

.00 

.05 

Factor 2: Maternal Judgment 

Selfish to NOT want child 
Maternal woman not want to give up child 
Something wrong with woman if gives up baby 
Mother/child relationship most essential 

. 2 1 

.36 

.00 

.10 

.62 

. 5 3 

.73 

. 3 3 
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Table Figure 4.16 
Item Inclusion in the 

Motherhood Saliency Variable: 
Male Sample 

Items in Variable Source of Item 
GAC SRI 

The most important thing for women's x 
lives is to be a mother. 
The most important thing for women's x 
lives is to be maternal. 
The best thing a mother can teach her x 
daughter is what it means to be a girl 
and mother. 
A woman is not truly fulfilled until x 
she has been a mother. 
Every child should be taught form an x 
early age to feel a special honor and 
respect for Motherhood. 
The first duty of a woman with young x 
children is to home and family. 
Women's true mission is the welfare of x 
men and children. 

GAC: Gender Adjective Checklist. 
SRI: Sex Roles Inventory. 



Table 4.17 
Factor Loadings for the 

Dimensions of Gender Schema: 
Female Sample 
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Dimension 

Sexuality 
Motherhood 
Evaluation 

Physical 
Femininity 

Masculinity 
Neutral 
Bem 

Factor 1 

.49 

.83 

.53 

-.07 
.05 

.01 
-.06 
-.06 

Factor 2 

.13 
-.07 
-.04 

.94 

.32 

.16 

.10 
-.02 

Factor 3 

-.04 
-.07 
-.03 

.09 

.05 

.39 

.99 

.08 
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Table 4.18 
Correlation Matrix of Sexuality/Gender Dimension 

Description and Number of Items Chosen: 
Female Sample 

Variable (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 

(1 

(2 

(3 

(4 

(5 

(6 

(7 

(8 

(9 

.42 .30 .90 

.34 

.20 

34 

89 

30 

40 

Sexuality 
description 
Motherhood .43 
description 
Evaluation 
description 
Sexuality items chosen 

Motherhood items chosen 

Evaluation items chosen 

Total description scores 

Total items chosen 

Favorability toward legal abortion 

.26 

.37 

.92 

.24 

.34 

75 

81 

74 

63 

67 

67 

.67 

.74 

.62 

.74 

.81 

.68 

.88 

-.I4C 

-.25 

-.39 

-.01^ 

-.12t> 

-.31 

-.34 

-.19 

Maximum pairwise n of cases = 277 
Minimum pairwise n of cases = 276 

^ = non-significant. 
b = E < .05. 
c = E < .01. 
All other correlations are significant, E < .001 
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Table 4.19 
Cluster Analysis of Sexuality/Gender Dimension 

Description and Number of Items Chosen: 
Female Sample 

Cluster 
Group 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sex 
Desc. 

1.80 

7.33 

4.56 

3.62 

Mother 
Desc. 

.95 

6.16 

10.19 

3.42 

Eval. 
Desc. 

.76 

2.00 

8.06 

6.36 

Sex Mother Eval. 
Chosen Chosen Chosen 

.73 

2.22 

1.25 

1.19 

.52 

2.02 

2.81 

1.21 

.37 

.65 

2.19 

2.00 

n = 277 
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Table 4.20 
Sample Summary Information for 

Demographic and Ideological Variables 
Females, n = 277 
(Males, n = 181) 

Variable Mean SD Minimum Maximum 

Religious 3.79 
fundamentalism (3.78) 

Religiosity 

Occupational 
prestige 

Personal 
Income 

Education 

8.32 
(7.55) 

46.19 
(43.84) 

1.04 
(1.08) 

2.30 
(2.86) 

13.98 
(16.22) 

13,086.75 12,997.24 
(20,487.43) (1,576.62) 

Ideal number 
of children 

Age 

4.60 
(4.49) 

2.77 
(2.69) 

34.41 
(32.41) 

Attitudes toward 3.28 
societal sexual 
norms 

(Attitudes (3-49) 
toward societal 
sexual norms) 

Attitudes toward 4.05 
unmarried sexual 
behavior 

(Attitudes (3.75) 
toward premarital 
sexual behavior) 

Attitudes toward 2.95 
sexual pleasure 

2 . 0 0 
( 1 . 7 1 ) 

. 9 9 
( . 8 4 ) 

1 2 . 0 8 
( 1 2 . 5 5 ) 

. 74 

( 1 . 0 5 ) 

. 7 6 

( 1 . 0 4 ) 

. 7 6 

1 . 0 0 
( 1 . 0 0 ) 

1 . 0 0 
( 1 . 0 0 ) 

1 4 . 0 0 
( 1 7 . 0 0 ) 

0 . 0 0 
( 0 . 0 0 ) 

1 . 0 0 
( 1 . 0 0 ) 

0 . 0 0 
( 0 . 0 0 ) 

1 8 . 0 0 
( 1 8 . 0 0 ) 

1 . 1 9 

( 1 . 0 0 ) 

1 . 6 7 

( 1 . 0 0 ) 

1 . 0 0 

5 . 0 0 
( 5 . 0 0 ) 

1 0 . 0 0 
( 1 0 . 0 0 ) 

7 8 . 0 0 
( 7 8 . 0 0 ) 

7 5 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 
( 9 8 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 ) 

1 0 . 0 0 
( 1 0 . 0 0 ) 

6 . 0 0 
( 5 . 5 0 ) 

7 7 . 0 0 
( 7 6 . 0 0 ) 

5 . 0 0 

( 5 . 0 0 ) 

5 . 0 0 

( 5 . 0 0 ) 

4 . 8 6 
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Table 4.20 
Continued 

. 6 8 
( . 7 2 ) 

. 6 6 
( . 8 3 ) 

1 . 4 0 
( 1 . 0 0 ) 

1 . 5 7 
( 1 . 4 3 ) 

Variable Mean SD Minimum Maximum 

Attitudes toward 3.44 .68 1.40 4.90 
female sexual (3.33) (.72) (1.00) (4.80) 
behavior 

Attitudes toward 3.77 .66 1.57 5.00 
male sexual (3.62) (.83) (1.43) (5.00) 
behavior 

Obligation to 2.39 .59 1.14 4.36 
Maternity 

(Maternal (2.83) (.62) (1.00) (4.33) 
mission and 
conduct) 

Sexuality/gender 8.90 7.46 0.00 32.00 
schema 

(Motherhood (2.99) (.68) (.86) (4.86) 
Saliency) 

Favorability 2.84 1.11 1.00 5.00 
toward legal (2.94) (1.06) (1.00) (5.00) 
abortion 
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Table 4.21 
Test for Sex Differences Between 

Independent Correlations of Ideologies 
With Demographic Variables: 

Fisher's r-to-Z' Transformations 

Variable (1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

Attitudes toward .17 .86 -1.46 -4.25^ -2.95^ .92 .97 
societal sexual 
norms 

Attitudes toward 1.39 2.15^ -.42 -2.51^ -2.62^ .00 1.05 
premarital sexual 
behavior 

Attitudes toward .90 1.52 -.74 -2.42^ -2.31^ .55 2.11^ 
female sexual 
behavior 

Attitudes toward 1.08 1.66 -.10 -3.26^ -2.94^ .11 1.78 
male sexual 
behavior 

Maternal mission 1.26 .13 .97 -.44 -.22 2.70^ 1.67 
and conduct 

Male sample, n = 181 
Female sample, n = 272 

1 Religious fundamentalism 
2 Religiosity 
3 Personal income 
4 Occupational prestige 
5 Education 
6 Ideal number of children 
7 Age 

a = E < .05. 
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Table 4.22 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 

Attitudes Toward Societal Sexual Norms 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization of 

Sexuality/Gender Schema*): 
Female Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 272 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 74) 

Variables 
Direct Indirect Direct 
Effects Effects Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality 
Schema 

-.34C ns 

Attitudes Toward 
Societal Sexual 
Norms 

-.50^ -.60^ 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

25" -.23 ns ns 

ReligioE lity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

Age 

s = E < 
t> = e < 
c = E < 

.05. 

.01. 

.001. 

R = 
R^ = 

ns 

ns 

.lib 

.19c 

.73 

.53 

ns 

ns 

-.08 

-.08 

(R^ = 

ns 

.28t> 

ns 

.20^ 

.69) 

.47) 

ns 

ns 

ns 

-.17 
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Table 4.23 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 

Attitudes Toward Unmarried Sexual Behavior 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization of 

Sexuality/Gender Schema*): 
Female Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 272 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 74) 

Variables 
Direct Indirect Direct 
Effects Effects Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Utilization of -.34" ns 

Gender/Sexuality 
Schema 

Attitudes Toward 
Unmarried Sexual 
Behavior 

-.34" -.56C 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 

-.35C 

ns 

-.09^ 

-.15c 

-.12 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 
of children 

Age -.14^3 ns ns ns 

V 
v 

v 

Pi Pi Pi 

.05. 

.01. 

.001. 

R = 
R^ = 

.70 

.49 (R2 
68) 
46) 

a 
b 
c 
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Table 4.24 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 

Attitudes Toward Sexual Pleasure 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization of 

Sexuality/Gender Schema*): 
Female Sample 

Variables 

Total Sample 
n = 272 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 74) 

Direct Indirect Direct 
Effects Effects Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality 
Schema 

-.34c ns 

Attitudes Toward 
Sexual Pleasure 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

Age 

^ = E < .05. 
t> = E < .01. 
c = E < .001. 

R 
R^ 

-.14t> 

-.43C 

-.lia 

ns 

-.I7C 

.13t» 

= .66 
= .42 

-.04 

ns 

ns 

ns 

-.03 

(R = 
(R2 = 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

.50) 

.25) 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 
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Table 4.25 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 

Attitudes Toward Female Sexual Behavior 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization of 

Sexuality/Gender Schema*): 
Female Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 272 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 74) 

Variables 
Direct Indirect Direct 
Effects Effects Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality 
Schema 

-.34" ns 

Attitudes Toward 
Female Sexual 
Behavior 

-.37C -.47C 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

Age 

R 
R^ 

-.32^ 

ns 

ns 

-.13̂ 3 

-.16C 

= .70 
= .49 

-.16 

ns 

ns 

-.05 

.05 

(R = 
(R2 = 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

.64) 

.41) 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05. 
E < .01. 
E < .001 
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Table 4.2 6 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 
Attitudes Toward Male Sexual Behavior 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization of 

Sexuality/Gender Schema*): 
Female Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 272 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 74) 

Variables 

Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality 
Schema 

Direct Indirect Direct 
Effects Effects Effects 

-.34C ns 

Indirect 
Effects 

Attitudes Toward -.31^ 
Male Sexual Behavior 

-.35b 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

Age 

^ = E < .05 
b = E < .01! 
c = 1-, .̂  nni 

R 
R^ 

-.37c 

ns 

ns 

-.15b 

.14b 

= .69 
= .47 

-.10 

ns 

ns 

ns 

-.03 

(R^ = 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

.58) 

.34) 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 
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Table 4.27 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 
Obligation to Maternity Ideology on 
Favorability Toward Legal Abortion: 

Female Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 241 

Variables 

Obligation to Maternity 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Direct 
Effects 

4ic 

31C 

Indirect 
Effects 

-.16 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

Age 10^ 

R^ = .51 

ns 

R = .71 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05. 
E < .01. 
E < .001 
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Table 4.28 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 

Attitudes Toward Societal Sexual Norms 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization of 

Motherhood Saliency*): 
Male Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 170 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 47) 

Variables 
Direct Indirect Direct 
Effects Effects Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Attitudes Toward 
Societal Sexual 
Norms 

-.39c ns 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

-.30^ -.20 -.45J 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

ns 

ns 

-.18C 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

-.26^ 

Age .12^ ns ns 

R 
R^ 

.74 

.55 (R^ 
68) 
46) 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05. 
E < .01. 
E < .001 
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Table 4.29 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 

Attitudes Toward Premarital Sexual Behavior 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization 

of Motherhood Saliency*): 
Male Sample 

Variables 

Attitudes Toward 
Premarital Sexual 
Behavior 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 

Total Sample 
n = 170 

Direct 
Effects 

-.50C 

-.30^ 

ns 

.10^ 

-.18C 

Indirect 
Effects 

-.19 

ns 

-.07 

ns 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 47) 

Direct 
Effects 

-.43b 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

Indirect 
Effects 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 
of children 

Age ns ns ns ns 

Id
 I

d
 I

d
 

A
A

A
 .05. 

.01. 

.001. 

R = 
R^ = 

.79 

.62 (R2 
75) 
56) 

a 
b 
c 
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Table 4.30 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 

Attitudes Toward Female Sexual Behavior 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization 

of Motherhood Saliency*): 
Male Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 170 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 47) 

Variables 
Direct Indirect Direct 
Effects Effects Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Attitudes Toward 
Female Sexual 
Behavior 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 

-.27C 

-.37C 

ns 

ns 

-.18C 

-.12 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

-.47b 

ns 

ns 

-.27^ 
of children 

Age ns ns ns 

R 
R^ 

72 
52 (R^ 

68) 
49) 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05. 
E < .01. 
E < .001. 
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Table 4.31 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 
Attitudes Toward Male Sexual Behavior 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 
(in Conditions of High Utilization 

of Motherhood Saliency*): 
Male Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 170 

(*High Condition) 
(n = 47) 

Variables 
Direct 
Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Direct 
Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Attitudes Toward 
Male Sexual 
Behavior 

-.41^ -.43" 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

-.33' -.16 ns ns 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

ns 

ns 

17b 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

ns 

Age ns ns ns ns 

R 
R^ 

76 
58 (R2 

74) 
54) 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05. 
E < .01. 
E < .001 



Table 4.32 
Effects of Demographic Variables and 
Maternal Mission and Conduct Ideology 
on Favorability Toward Legal Abortion: 

Male Sample 

Total Sample 
n = 171 

257 

Variables 
Direct 
Effects 

Indirect 
Effects 

Maternal Mission and 
Conduct Ideology 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

-.31' 

-.32' -.17 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

ns 

ns 

20C 

ns 

ns 

ns 

Age ns 

R = .72 R^ = -.52 

ns 

c = E < .001. 
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Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality Schema 

Attitudes Toward 
Societal Sexual Norms 

Religious 
Fundamentalism. 

Ideal number 
of children 

3 = E < .05 
l3 = E < .01 
c = E < -001 

(ns) 
-.34c 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Figure 4.1 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Societal Sexual Norms 

(in Conditions of High Utilization of 
Sexuality/Gender Schema): 

Female Sample 
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Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality Schema 

Attitudes Toward^ 
Unmarried Sexual 
Behavior 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Ideal number, 
of children 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05 
E < .01 
E < .001 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Figure 4.2 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Unmarried Sexual Behavior 

(in Conditions of High Utilization of 
Sexuality/Gender Schema): 

Female Sample 
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Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality Schema 

Attitudes Towardv 
Sexual Pleasure 

(.273) 

Religious 
Fundamentalism' 

Ideal number 
of children 

3 = E < .05 
^ = E < .01 
c = E < .001 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Figure 4.3 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Sexual Pleasure 

(in Conditions of High Utilization of 
Sexuality/Gender Schema): 

Female Sample 
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Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality Schema 

Attitudes Toward 
Female Sexual Behavior 

Religious 
Fundamentalis 

Ideal number, 
of children 

a = E < -05 
b = E < .01 
c = E < .001 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Figure 4.4 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Female Sexual Behavior 

(in Conditions of High Utilization of 
Sexuality/Gender Schema): 

Female Sample 
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Utilization of 
Gender/Sexuality Schema 

Attitudes Toward 
Male Sexual Behavior 

Religious 
Fundamentalism-

Ideal number 
of children 

a = E < .05 
b = E < .01 
c = E < .001 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Figure 4.5 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Male Sexual Behavior 

(in Conditions of High Utilization of 
Sexuality/Gender Schema): 

Female Sample 
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Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosit 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

Age 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05 
E < .01 
E < .001 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

^_.4ic 

Obligation to Maternity 

Figure 4.6 
Path Analysis of Obligation 

to Maternity Ideology: 
Female Sample 
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Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity 

Education 

Ideal number 
of children 

attitudes Toward 
•Societal Sexual Norms 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Saliency of Motherhood 

a 
b 
c 

E < 
E < 
E < 

05 
01 
001 

Figure 4.7 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Societal Sexual Norms 

(in Conditions of High Utilization of 
Motherhood Saliency): 

Male Sample 
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Attitudes Toward 
fPremarital Sexual Behavior 

Religious 
Fundamentalism. 

Ideal number 
of children 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Saliency of Motherhood 

a 
b 
c 

E < 
E < 
E < 

.05 

.01 

.001 

Figure 4 - 8 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Premarital Sexual Behavior 
(in Conditions of High Utilization of Motherhood Saliency): 

Male Sample 



266 

Attitudes Toward 
.Female Sexual Behavior 

Religious 
Fundamentalism 

Religiosity. 

Education 

ns 

Ideal number 
of children 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Saliency of Motherhood 

a 
b 
c 

E < .05 
E < -01 
E < .001 

Figure 4.9 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Female Sexual Behavior 

(in Conditions of High Utilization 
of Motherhood Saliency): 

Male Sample 
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.38C 
(.60C)/ 

Religious/ 
Fundamentalisms 

.23y / 

(ns)/ 1 j 
Religiosity-yL^ 

ns/ / 

(ns)/ / i 

Education__X—f-

(ns) 

Ideal number-
of children 

Attitudes Toward 
(Male Sexual Behavior 

(-.23̂ ) 

Age 

(-.43b) 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

Saliency of Motherhood 

a 
b 
c 

E < 
E < 
E < 

.05 

.01 

.001 

Figure 4.10 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Male Sexual Behavior 

(in Conditions of High Utilization 
of Motherhood Saliency): 

Male Sample 
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Religious 
Fundamentalism. 

Religiosit 

Education-

Ideal number 
of children 

Age 

Favorability Toward 
Legal Abortion 

laternal Mission and 
Conduct Ideology 

c = E < -001 

Figure 4.11 
Path Analysis of Attitudes Toward Maternal Mission 

and Conduct Ideology: 
Male Sample 



CHAPTER V 

DISCUSSION 

The discussion of this study is presented in six 

sections. The first presented are the overall findings 

regarding favorability toward legal abortion. Second is the 

discussion of the composition of the ideologies, how they 

differ by sex, and how they are related to favorability 

toward legal abortion. Third is a discussion of the 

demographic variables as they are directly and indirectly 

related with the ideologies and with favorability toward 

legal abortion. Fourth, the relationships between the 

variables for females who are high in their utilization of a 

sexuality/gender schema and for males who are high in their 

salience of motherhood views are discussed. Fifth is a 

summary and discussion of the implications of the study. 

Sixth, limitations of the study and recommendations for 

future research will be presented. 

Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 

The media discussion regarding favorability toward 

legal abortion in society gives the impression that the 

nation is split on this issue, i.e., half of our society is 

wholly for and society is wholly against legal abortion. 

Findings from the present study do not reveal that to be the 

case, however. 

269 
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It was found that only 4.1 percent of the total sample 

strongly disapproved of legal abortion in all ten of the 

pregnancy conditions. Another 3.1 percent of the sample 

gave a combination of disapproval and strong disapproval 

ratings on legal abortion for all ten pregnancy situations. 

Therefore, individuals who reported any level of disapproval 

for all pregnancy situations totaled 7.2 percent. An 

additional 11.1 percent of the sample gave responses that 

were either "uncertain" or in the disapproval categories for 

all ten abortion situations. This totaled 18.3 percent of 

the sample who did not approve of legal abortion for any 

pregnancy situation. Disapproval of legal abortion was 

significantly related to disapproval of certain sexual 

behavior and non-motherhood for women. 

Conversely, 3.7 percent of the total sample strongly 

approved of legal abortion in all ten of the pregnancy 

situations. No respondent provided responses that mixed 

approval and strong approval on all ten pregnancy 

situations, however, 17.9 percent gave responses that were 

either "uncertain" or strong approval for all ten pregnancy 

conditions. This totaled 21.6 percent of the sample who did 

not disapprove of legal abortion for any pregnancy 

situation. Thus, those who hold strong and extreme beliefs 

about legalized abortion (consistent responses in every 

pregnancy condition) are in the minority no matter which 

position they advocate. 
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Those who gave mixed responses—disapproval for some 

pregnancy situations and approval for others—totaled 59.3 

percent. When favorability toward legal abortion was scored 

as a continuous variable, the range of possible scores was 

10 (total disapproval) to 50 (total approval). This study 

found that within that range, the mean was 28.6, the median 

was 28.0, and the mode was 23, with a standard deviation of 

10.9. Thus, the sample, on the average, was slightly more 

approving than disapproving of legal abortion. On the 

whole, however, individuals with extreme positions were low 

in number. Therefore, individuals who are totally for or 

totally opposed to legal abortion represent neither the 

total nation nor the majority of the populace. In fact, 

they are individuals whose views on other issues—sexuality 

and motherhood—tend to be relatively extreme as well. 

For both men and women, the sexuality or motherhood 

ideologies revealed the strongest relationships with 

favorability toward legal abortion of all the variables in 

the model. Of the demographic variables, only religious 

fundamentalism was related consistently and negatively with 

favorability toward legal abortion. It appears that for 

both sexes, those who oppose legal abortion believe that 

expressions of sexuality should be restrained and that women 

are to maintain their roles as mothers. Individuals 

(especially religious fundamentalists) who embrace these 
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views may interpret non-traditional views on these issues as 

threats to their views of traditional gender roles. 

Relationship of Ideologies with 
Favorability Toward Legal Abortion 

An analysis of variance revealed that the sexes 

differed significantly in their responses to each of the 

complete instruments that were used to assess attitudes 

toward sexuality and motherhood. Because previous research 

had revealed sex-different ways of thinking about the issues 

under investigation, rigorous examination of the ideological 

variables was undertaken in the present study. That is, 

each instrument was factor analyzed separately by sex, and 

then the factors were submitted to further analyses. 

Previous research has found that non-permissive 

attitudes toward sexuality are positively related with non-

permissive attitudes toward legal abortion (Granberg, 1978; 

Wright & Rogers, 1987) and that certain demographic 

variables and attitudes toward sexuality are also related to 

one another (Mark & Miller, 1986; Simpson, 1983). Thus, the 

present study attempted to determine whether the 

relationships of the demographic variables with favorability 

toward legal abortion were direct or indirect via the 

ideologies. The feminist perspective guiding this study 

suggested that non-permissive sexuality attitudes are, in 

effect, non-permissiveness of female sexuality rather than 

of sexual behavior in general (Daly, 1973; Millett, 1970). 
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Therefore, this study proposed that the demographic 

variables would not be systematically related to 

favorability toward legal abortion, and that their 

relationships would occur only because of their 

relationships with the ideological variables. The present 

study utilized schema theory to explain that some people use 

a sexuality/gender schema when they consider the legal 

abortion question and proposed that sexuality ideology 

encompasses more than just women's sexual behavior and also 

encompasses the dimension of motherhood and the evaluation 

of women's personal character. 

Because schema theory previously has not addressed a 

sexuality/gender schema, its examination was undertaken in 

two ways. One way was to examine whether the separate 

dimensions that comprise it—sexuality and motherhood 

ideologies—were related to one another and to attitudes 

toward legal abortion. The other approach was to construct 

an instrument that combined the three dimensions of 

sexuality, motherhood, and evaluation to assess whether 

people utilize a sexuality/gender schema when evaluating 

legal abortion. Therefore, each ideology was assessed 

separately (as independent constructs) and together (as a 

composite schema) in relationship to abortion attitudes. It 

was found that the sexuality and motherhood ideologies were 

significantly related with one another and were each 

similarly related with a person's level of favorability 
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toward legal abortion. Empirical support was found for the 

composition of the sexuality/gender schema and for its 

influence on individuals' legal abortion attitudes. The 

ideologies, their sex-specificity, and their relationships 

to other variables are now discussed. 

Sexuality Ideologies 

Dimensions of attitudes toward sexuality have not been 

delineated in previous research. This study found multiple 

dimensions that were differentially related to favorability 

toward legal abortion. The items in the Sexuality Attitude 

Scale factored into a single factor, attitudes toward sexual 

norms, and included similar items regarding various 

manifestations of sexual expression in society, e.g., in 

literature, visual media, and general "freedom." Although 

former studies have examined the relationship between these 

types of items with abortion attitudes (Singh & Leahy, 

1978), non-traditional attitudes on this factor did not 

reveal the strongest relationship with favorability toward 

legal abortion for the male sample. It did, however, for 

the female sample. Other dimensions of attitudes toward 

sexuality were revealed and were found to be more important 

than this one in relation to males' abortion attitudes. 

When the Sexuality Ideology Scale was submitted to a 

factor analysis, an important sex difference was found in 

the factors that emerged. For females, one factor dealt 

with unmarried sexual behavior of both males and females. 
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both premarital and extramarital behavior. Thus, females 

appeared to evaluate all sexual behavior outside of marriage 

similarly. Males, however, differentiated sexual behavior 

outside of marriage into premarital and extramarital sexual 

behavior categories. For males, non-traditional premarital 

attitudes were related with favorability toward legal 

abortion, but the extramarital attitudes were not. The 

results from this factor analysis and an analysis of 

variance of mean scores obtained on the complete form of the 

sexuality instruments indicated that males are more liberal 

than females in their sexuality attitudes. The regression 

analyses revealed sex-specific relationships between the 

sexuality and abortion attitude variables. For males, non-

traditional attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior was 

the ideology that was most strongly related with 

favorability toward legal abortion. It was related with 

favorability toward legal abortion just as strongly (B = 

-.50) as the females' strongest relationship, i.e., non-

traditional attitudes toward societal sexual norms and 

favorability toward legal abortion. 

In summary for females, attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms yielded the strongest relationship to 

favorability toward legal abortion in comparison with the 

other sexuality ideologies, and attitudes toward sexual 

pleasure yielded the weakest relationship. Interestingly, 

there does not appear to be much of a distinction between 
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thinking about female sexual behavior and male sexual 

behavior and the unmarried sexual behavior dimensions in 

their relationship to favorability toward legal abortion. 

The findings indicated that attitudes toward female sexual 

behavior is only slightly more related to the legal abortion 

issue than are attitdues toward male sexual behavior. 

Attitudes toward sexual pleasure were related to 

favorability toward legal abortion in a manner very 

different from all other ideologies. This may be the 

dimension of sexuality that both society and social science 

has noted as being variable in people's sexuality attitudes, 

although it has not been identified as such. That is, more 

educated and older females were less traditional in this 

dimension. Additionally, for females who used a high level 

of sexuality/gender schema in their evaluation of a female 

seeking an abortion, this sexuality dimension was unrelated 

to their attitudes toward legal abortion. 

A different pattern was found in the male sample. The 

strongest relationship with favorability toward legal 

abortion was non-traditional attitudes toward premarital 

sexual behavior. This was followed by attitudes toward male 

sexual behavior, attitudes toward societal sexual norms, and 

attitudes toward female sexuality. The analysis indicated 

that it is attitdues toward non-traditional sexual behaviors 

that are most closely related to males' level of 

favorability toward legal abortion. It is not female 
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sexuality, however, rather sexual behavior before marriage 

that appears to be the greatest concern to males as they 

consider the abortion issue. 

Motherhood Ideologies 

The motherhood ideology was measured by the Motherhood 

Inventory (MI). Because a significant difference was found 

between the sexes' scores on this scale in its complete 

form, and because the MI authors had found factor 

composition to vary depending on the sex, culture, and age 

of respondents, a factor analysis of the MI was performed 

separately for males and females. For females, one factor 

was an obligation to maternity, i.e., that women should 

become mothers. The other factor was a "romantic maternal 

fulfillment" dimension, i.e., an idealistic romanticization 

of motherhood that advocates that women want to have babies, 

which is fulfilling to them. Two factors also were 

identified in the male sample. One factor had to do with 

the mandate of women to motherhood, i.e., that motherhood is 

a woman's mission and she is unnatural if she does not 

fulfill it. The other factor was judgmental of non-

maternity, i.e., there is "something wrong" with women who 

do not want children. It is a negative judgment of women's 

character and personhood if they do not become mothers. 

Thus, males associate women's social role adoption with 

their "goodness" and "normality" as persons. 
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Sex differences in attitudes toward motherhood are 

noteworthy in other aspects. For the female sample, the 

mandate toward motherhood is separate from the romanticism 

of motherhood. The mandate toward motherhood includes the 

sacrifice of other areas of women's lives and opinions of 

whether or not other options are her own choice. The second 

factor includes items that indicate that when she does 

choose motherhood, she is fulfilled. Both of the factors 

contain components of satisfaction and status, which are 

heightened for women who do become mothers. For the male 

sample, the mandate toward motherhood is combined with a 

negative evaluation of her character if she does not become 

a mother. The second factor is a judgmental one that 

indicates that a woman is flawed in character if she does 

not want to become a mother. Both of the factors contain 

components of evaluation and status, which are lowered for 

women who do not become mothers. 

For females, obligation to motherhood had a stronger 

relationship with favorability toward legal abortion than 

any of the sexuality ideologies except for attitudes toward 

societal sexual norms. The romantic fulfillment dimension 

was not significantly related to favorability toward legal 

abortion. When viewed jointly with the sexuality 

ideologies, it appears that for females, traditional social 

roles and mandates, rather than individual behaviors, are 

closely associated with their view of legal abortion. 
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These findings indicate that females may be viewing 

legal abortion as a manifestation of a societal norm rather 

than as a sexual behavior issue. That is, although 

attitudes toward sexual behavior are significantly related 

to favorability toward legal abortion, they are to a lesser 

degree than the societal norm dimension. Thus, women's 

concern with the legalization of abortion may refelct more 

strongly their concerns with the changes it could bring 

about in norms that they hold to be important in society. 

Those who oppose legal abortion may see it as one of the 

"signs of the decaying social order" that they identify as 

highly related to the level of favorability toward legal 

abortion (r = .90). 

According to feminist theorists (Belenky, Clinchy, 

Goldberger, & Tarule, 1986; Chodorow, 1978, 1989; Rothman, 

1989; Ruddick, 1989), women's context and experience is that 

of interpersonal connection. It is argued that women's 

human connection goes beyond that of affinity with one other 

person, and is extended to the larger social network as 

well, as maintainer of the social community (Ruddick, 1989). 

The relationships found in this study's female sample 

support this argument. Women who embrace traditional 

ideologies may be fearful that legalized abortion would 

change the social order if women did not become mothers and 

if people became sexually free in expression. Further, for 

females, obligation toward maternity was correlated more 
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highly with attitudes toward social norms (r = .70) than 

with any other sexuality ideology, followed by attitudes 

toward female sexuality (r = .63). Both of these findings 

provide empirical evidence that attitudes toward motherhood 

and sexuality are associated in women's thinking. It also 

empirically supports the theoretical conceptualization of 

the sexuality/gender schema, at least for women. 

For males, the maternal mission and conduct ideology 

had a weaker relationship with favorability toward legal 

abortion than the sexuality ideologies had, except for the 

almost identical path coefficient produced by non-

traditional attitudes toward female sexual behavior. In the 

male sample, there is also evidence that a sexuality/gender 

schema is in operation, in that the maternal mission and 

conduct ideology is more closely associated with non-

traditional attitudes toward female sexual behavior (r = 

.57) than with any other sexuality ideology. The importance 

of motherhood in relation to males' disapproval of legal 

abortion was also demonstrated by its significant 

relationship with saliency of motherhood views and with 

higher number of children considered ideal. Thus, it was 

found that a mandate to motherhood for women is embraced by 

male opponents of legal abortion. 

The relationship between legal abortion attitudes and 

the demographic variables were inconsequential in some cases 
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and important in other cases. The discussion of those 

findings follows. 

Demographic Variables 

Religious Fundamentalism 

Religious fundamentalism revealed the strongest 

relationship of all the background variables with the 

ideologies and abortion attitudes. The religious 

fundamentalism scale scores were associated with the other 

religious variables in sex-specific ways. It was associated 

with conservatism for females and church attendance for 

males. For females, conservative personal religious 

beliefs, religious fundamentalism, and conservative 

teachings of the church loaded on the same factor, when all 

the religious fundamentalism measures were factor analyzed, 

indicating their association for females. Additionally, 

conservative personal religious beliefs and religious 

fundamentalism were similarly related to disapproval of 

legal abortion. This finding offers further evidence that 

women who oppose legal abortion may be conservative 

individuals who are least in favor of change and most in 

favor of maintaining the social norm status quo. Religious 

fundamentalism and traditionalism may be homogeneous 

constructs for women. 

The findings were different for males. In the male 

sample, the religious fundamentalism scale scores were more 

highly associated with each of the other fundamentalism 
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measures than was found in the female sample. The 

attendance measures, along with the fundamentalism scale 

score, were most highly related to disapproval of legal 

abortion. When factor analyzed, the attendance variables 

and the fundamentalism scale score loaded on the same 

factor. The implications are that religious fundamentalism 

and conservative religious beliefs may symbolize different 

constructs for males, although both are important in 

relationship with legal abortion attitudes. Religious 

fundamentalism is more closely associated with disapproval 

of legal abortion for males than for females. It may be 

that for males, religious fundamentalism offers a world view 

that prescribes ideologies and women's roles. This 

conjecture is supported by the finding that its strongest 

bivariate correlation was found with the maternal mission 

and conduct ideology. 

Total attendance, percentage of attendance, and 

fundamentalism are similarly related with favorability 

toward legal abortion for males. The more often males 

attend church, the more fundamentalistic they are in their 

religious beliefs, although causality cannot be inferred. 

Males' level of favorability toward legal abortion may be 

influenced by their church attendance. That is, it may be 

that exposure to fundamentalist churches influences 

fundamentalistic thinking and abortion attitudes. Although 

percentage of church attendance does not produce the highest 
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association with religious fundamentalism, it is highly 

associated with favorability toward legal abortion. If 

religious fundamentalism was dictating church attendance, 

then percentage of attendance possibly would be more closely 

associated with fundamentalism than was found. (This 

relationship was found with personal conservative religious 

beliefs.) Fundamentalism in males may be a world view that 

is found in certain church attendees and manifested in their 

religious and policy advocacy. Thus, by bringing like-

minded people together whose views are promoted through one 

another, abortion attitudes are influenced (Staggenborg, 

1985). 

Path analyses were conducted to clarify the 

relationships of all the variables with favorability toward 

legal abortion. Although path analyses typically are 

conducted in order to identify temporal causality, that was 

not their purpose in this study. In the present study, the 

paths aided in understanding the effects of each variable, 

controlling for the effects of all the others. Of all the 

demographic variables, religious fundamentalism was the only 

one that yielded both direct and indirect (negative) 

significant effects on favorability toward legal abortion. 

For females, the relationship between religious 

fundamentalism and the ideologies was strongest with 

traditional attitudes toward societal sexual norms (the 

sexual ideology that had the highest association with 
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disapproval of legal abortion) and was weakest with 

traditional attitudes toward sexual pleasure (the sexual 

ideology that had the lowest association with disapproval of 

legal abortion). Religious fundamentalism provided almost 

identical indirect effects via each of the ideologies on 

favorability toward legal abortion. Thus, religious 

fundamentalism provided a consistently strong association 

with females' disapproval of legal abortion. 

In the male sample, religious fundamentalism was 

directly and indirectly related with disapproval of legal 

abortion when considering males' attitudes on every 

ideology. Although the effect of religious fundamentalism 

on abortion attitudes was strong when each ideology was 

entered into the path model, its relationship with the two 

ideologies that specifically address women's behavior are 

particularly noteworthy. That is, its strongest direct 

effect on disapproval of legal abortion was found when 

attitudes toward female sexual behavior entered into the 

model. Further, the strongest total effects of religious 

fundamentalism on disapproval of legal abortion were 

produced when examining this ideology (B = .54). The 

strongest indirect effects were found males' attitudes 

toward maternal mission and conduct was entered into the 

model, revealing the important role of the maternal ideology 

to religious fundamentalists when they assess legal 

abortion. With this ideology, the total effect of religious 
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fundamentalism on disapproval of legal abortion was B = 

-.50. 

For males, religious fundamentalism has a stronger 

indirect effect on abortion attitudes than was found in the 

female sample. That is, its association with the ideologies 

was stronger and was more highly associated with abortion 

attitudes via the ideologies in the male sample than in the 

female sample. Males' religious fundamentalism appears 

intertwined with their ideology regarding women's behavior, 

both sexual and social, part of which includes legal 

abortion attitudes. This supports the feminist notion that 

legal abortion may symbolize the prescribed behavior for 

women, at least from the male perspective (Daly, 1973; 

Luker, 1984; Rich, 1976). 

In contrast, for females, although religious 

fundamentalism was significantly related to favorability 

toward legal abortion, its relationship was not sex-

differentiated. That is, fundamentalism was similar in its 

effect on abortion attitudes when women considered all the 

ideologies, and weakest in its effect for the ideology that 

had the greatest influence on abortion attitudes, i.e., 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms. Thus for females, 

religious fundamentalism is less important and traditional 

social norms are more important in relationship with 

disapproval of legal abortion than was found in the male 

sample. 



286 

Religiosity 

Religiosity, the importance of religion in one's life, 

relates with the ideologies and abortion attitudes 

differently than religious fundamentalism does. This is the 

only demographic variable where a significant difference was 

found between the sexes, with higher scores found for 

females than for males. Further, its relationship with 

religious fundamentalism and with favorability toward legal 

abortion was lower for females than for males. For females, 

the importance of religion does not seem to be particularly 

associated with any religious measure other than church 

attendance; but for males, the effect of religion and 

fundamentalism on abortion attitudes is similar. Further, 

when all the religious measures are assessed together, their 

multiple correlation with favorability toward legal abortion 

is significantly higher for males than for females. 

For females, religiosity is not significantly related 

to legal abortion attitudes when assessing their attitudes 

toward any sexuality ideology except for traditional 

attitudes toward sexual pleasure, apparently because this 

ideology is not strongly related with their abortion 

attitudes. For that ideology only is religiosity 

significantly and directly related to disapproval of legal 

abortion, and in no ideology is it indirectly related with 

disapproval of legal abortion. Religiosity is significantly 

related to three traditional ideologies: societal sexual 
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norms, attitudes toward male sexuality, and the motherhood 

ideology. 

For males, when all the other variables are held 

constant, religiosity is not significantly associated with 

abortion attitudes in any path model. It is significantly 

related, however, to every traditional sexual ideology but 

not with the maternal mission and conduct ideology. 

Thus, favorability toward legal abortion is not related 

to how important religion is to individuals. Although 

religiosity is related to most of the ideologies, they do 

not act as intervening variables for mediating the effect of 

religiosity on abortion attitudes. Therefore, legal 

abortion attitudes appear not to be a religious issue so 

much as a fundamentalist issue. That is, people who report 

that religion is highly important in their lives may be 

favorable toward legal abortion, but people who report that 

religion is highly fundamentalistic in their lives are not 

favorable toward legal abortion. 

Overall, the bivariate correlations of the other 

demographic variables with favorability toward legal 

abortion are weak. Although it is the relationships of 

these variables which have been most examined in previous 

abortion attitude research, the present study found that the 

demographic variables overall contribute little to 

explaining individuals' level of favorability toward legal 

abortion. 
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Education 

Although education has been thought to be significantly 

and positively related with liberal social attitudes, 

including favorability toward legal abortion, the findings 

of this study do not support that notion. The study found 

that for females, when all other demographic variables were 

held constant, education was significantly related to only 

non-traditional attitudes toward sexual pleasure. This is 

the sexuality ideology, rather than the behavioral ones, 

that is related to education. It is not the ideology, 

however, that is important in explaining peoples' level of 

favorability toward legal abortion. Education had a 

significant direct effect on females' favorability toward 

legal abortion only when assessing their attitudes toward 

unmarried sexual behavior. 

Significant differences were found between levels of 

education and between types of education. Regarding the 

type of educational institution a person attended, for women 

who have not attended college, those in religious education 

are more traditional than those in public education in their 

attitudes toward female sexuality, but not in other 

ideologies. For women with freshman levels of education, 

those from religious colleges were more traditional in all 

the sexuality ideologies, except attitudes toward sexual 

pleasure. It cannot be determined from this study if a pre

selection bias is operating that predisposes individuals who 



289 

already possess more traditional attitudes to choose 

religious education. Women who are college graduates do not 

differ among education types in their attitudes toward 

sexual behavior, with the one exception that graduates from 

religious colleges are more traditional in their attitudes 

toward sexual pleasure (the ideology that revealed no 

significant education type differences at the college 

freshman level). 

Regarding the amount of education women have acquired, 

those who have completed one year of college from all types 

of education institutions were the most traditional in their 

attitudes toward societal sexual norms, attitudes toward 

unmarried sexual behavior, and attitudes toward female 

sexual behavior. Women whose highest level of education was 

high school were the most traditional in their attitudes 

toward sexual pleasure, attitudes toward male sexual 

behavior, and attitudes toward motherhood. 

It may be the process of education itself or the 

exposure to different experiences or different social norms 

that influence liberalization of the ideologies. 

Apparently, the college experience is an important change 

agent in attitudes, because significant differences were 

found in women's ideologies who completed one versus all 

years of college. When education was treated as a 

continuous variable, however, it was not significantly 

related to any ideology except attitudes toward sexual 
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pleasure. Additionally, college graduates from different 

types of colleges do not differ in their ideology attitudes. 

For women from religious institutions, college education may 

serve to equalize attitudes among women. That is, women who 

are the most traditional become similar to other women by 

the time they graduate. 

Although it appears that the college experience rather 

than the overall experience of education is more highly 

associated with the ideologies, the level of education, 

historical time, age, and life experiences are confounded in 

this study. That is, a 19-year-old college sophomore and a 

50-year-old woman who have both completed the freshman year 

of college were included in the same education group. They 

would likely differ, however, in attitudes due to 

experiences apart from college education. Thus, further 

study is needed in this area in order to disentangle the 

cohort effects of education, age, and life experiences in 

their relationships with the ideologies and attitudes. 

For males, education had significant direct and 

indirect effects only on attitudes toward premarital sexual 

behavior, the ideology that had the strongest effect on 

men's abortion attitudes. Its effect, however, was not in 

the direction hypothesized. That is, more highly educated 

males were also more traditional in their attitudes toward 

premarital sexuality. As with the female sample, it cannot 

be determined whether it is education, age, or life 
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experiences that are associated with the ideologies. 

Further, the more highly educated males were also more 

favorable toward legal abortion when the attitudes toward 

premarital sexuality variable was entered into the path 

model. This mixed direction of relationship is difficult to 

interpret. 

It may be that males who receive more education, 

compared to males with less education, have careers that 

afford their wives working less and adopting more 

traditional motherhood and homemaker roles, thus being more 

traditional in their abortion attitudes. On the other hand, 

it may be that for males, experience in the education 

setting is correlated with experience in dating and defining 

premarital relationships. Traditional attitudes and 

patterns of relating may be established during their 

courtships (Buss & Barnes, 1986) and thus correlated with 

higher levels of education, as an artifact of a longer 

period of courtship. Education and traditional ideologies 

are negatively related for females, perhaps because they are 

younger and less educated than the men they court and marry. 

Thus, women who have completed one year of college (those 

who were found to be the most traditional) may be the women 

who marry men who are more educated than themselves at the 

time of marriage, and so jointly participate in and continue 

traditional life trajectories and attitudes. Because 

women's college education occurs later in life than it does 
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for men (Sapiro, 1986), the effects of age and life 

experience likely interact with women's education and 

ideologies and attitudes. In order to understand the 

opposite effects of education on ideology and abortion 

attitudes for males and females, further research is 

necessary. 

Throughout the analyses for males, a mixed direction of 

relationship was found between education and their sexuality 

ideologies and their abortion attitudes, although many of 

the relationships occurred by chance. Males' level of 

education was significant only in relationship with their 

attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior. That is, as 

education increased, traditional sexuality attitudes 

increased. 

When grouped by levels and types of education, there 

were no significant differences in males' scores in any 

sexuality ideology. The only significant effect for type of 

education was with religiously educated college freshmen 

males being more traditional than any other level or type of 

education group in their motherhood ideology. Thus, the 

effect of college education on males' attitudes toward 

sexuality, motherhood, and favorability toward legal 

abortion appears to be minimal. It is recommended that 

future research utilize a lifespan perspective to examine 

the timing of males' post-secondary education as it 

interacts with their relationship ideologies. 
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Ideal Number of Children 

Ideal number of children is important for both males 

and females in its relationship with their legal abortion 

attitudes. For females, it has a significant direct effect 

on disapproval of abortion attitudes when each sexuality 

ideology is entered into the path model, but an indirect 

effect via only traditional attitudes toward female sexual 

behavior and traditional attitudes toward societal social 

norms. Further, these are the only two ideologies that are 

significantly related to the ideal number of children 

variable when all other demographic variables are 

controlled. 

Because opposition to abortion has been cast as a 

Catholic issue and contraception and birthing also are 

Catholic issues, the number of children variable has been 

repeatedly examined. The present study's findings provide 

evidence that disapproval of legal abortion is related to 

ideal number of children because of its relationship with 

traditional attitudes about the social roles of women. 

Ideal number of children is similarly related to females' 

traditional attitudes regarding motherhood and females' 

sexual behavior. Apparently, the female sample believed 

that if women are to maintain behaviors that are consistent 

with the current social norms and with controlled sexuality, 

then their role as childbearers is also a part of those 

expected behaviors. 



294 

For males, ideal number of children is directly 

related, but not indirectly related, to disapproval of legal 

abortion no matter which ideology they are assessing. When 

all demographic variables are controlled, ideal number of 

children is not significantly related to any ideology. 

Thus, for males, the importance of the presence and number 

of children bears directly on favorability toward legal 

abortion. Given sociobiologists' argument that males are 

driven to perpetuate their genes (Barash, 1979), they could 

interpret this finding as males' fear that legal abortion 

would destroy genetic reproduction. Feminists would oppose 

this interpretation. Interpreted in conjunction with males' 

motherhood ideology, the importance of the number of 

children is probably more complex than solely reproducing 

genes. 

If the concern was entirely a vested interest in the 

number of children reproduced, it would seem that males 

would also desire to care for the children through puberty 

themselves, thus personally guaranteeing that their 

offspring become reproducers, which is the necessary 

condition for successful genetic transmission (Barash, 

1979). Males' ideologies, however, also embody the 

importance of females adopting the mothering role and taking 

care of the children. Further, if the issue were purely 

reproduction of genes, then high levels of sexual behavior 

for both males and females would be warranted and advocated. 
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This was not found, however. in fact, bivariate 

correlations between ideal number of children and 

traditional sexuality ideologies were significant. 

Feminists argue that childbearing and child caregiving 

are not mutually defining or mandating (Pogrebin, 1983; 

Sapiro, 1986), and that their co-existence is constructed 

and perpetuated by a patriarchal society (Rich, 1976). The 

result of this mutuality is a sustaining of the societal 

structure of asymmetrical relationships through the 

reproduction of motherhood across generations (Chodorow, 

1978). Thus, feminists argue that male desire for children 

serves to relegate women to home life (Pogrebin, 1983), to 

keep them out of the economic market (French, 19 92; Lips, 

1991; MacKinnon, 1982), and to limit their freedom of 

movement (Rubin, 197 6; Vance, 1986). 

Age 

For the female sample, when all demographic variables 

are controlled, age had a significant direct effect on 

favorability toward legal abortion when every ideology was 

entered into the path model. Age had an indirect effect on 

favorability toward legal abortion via each ideology except 

traditional attitudes toward unmarried sexual behavior and 

obligation to motherhood. It was found that age was 

sometimes positively and sometimes negatively related to 

abortion attitudes, depending on the ideology in the path 

model. It was positively related to every traditional 
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ideology, however. In each of the significant relationships 

with abortion attitudes, age and disapproval of legal 

abortion were positively related. Because the relationships 

between age and the ideologies varied in their direction, 

females were grouped by age decades and an analysis of 

variance on their legal abortion attitude scores was 

conducted. Controlling for the effects of life experiences 

that are correlated with age, interaction effects of age 

with abortion and grandparenting experience were also 

examined. 

A general trend was found that traditionalism increases 

with age. The exception was a liberalization of sexuality 

and motherhood attitudes for women in the 40s decade. A 

decade comparison revealed that women in the 20s decade were 

the most traditional and women in the 40s decade were the 

most liberal of all women. After the 40s decade, women 

become increasingly more traditional. The 20s decade of 

women were most traditional in their female sexual behavior 

ideology and their motherhood ideology. This finding is 

consistent with the previous discussion regarding the 

possibility that traditional ideologies and behaviors are 

adopted during their early relationship formation years and 

are reflected during the childbearing years. The 50s decade 

was more traditional in their attitudes toward sexual 

pleasure. As revealed throughout the study, attitude toward 

sexual pleasure is probably the dimension that is most 



297 

variable and dependent on such demographic variables as 

education and age. 

Women who have experienced abortion are more liberal in 

their abortion attitudes than other women. Furthermore, of 

the women who have experienced an abortion, the older 

decades are more liberal than the younger decades. 

Women in their 20s are in their childbearing years and 

perhaps most traditional because of their compulsion toward 

marriage and childbearing during that part of the lifespan. 

Conversely, women who are in their 40s were in their college 

years or young childbearing years during the previous wave 

of the "women's liberation movement" and social unrest. 

They were likely influenced by both the social climate of 

the times and their educational experiences that interacted 

with that stage of life and development, that in turn 

further supported and interacted with their attitudes 

regarding sexuality and motherhood. Women past the 40s 

decade reveal increased traditionalism with age, but the 

presence of grandchildren does not seem to be related to 

their legal abortion attitudes. Thus, the adoption of 

abortion attitudes and ideologies may be, in part, a 

lifespan experience for females, with childbearing, social 

expectations, and the social climate interwoven with their 

ideological stances. 

For males, however, age had no indirect effect on 

abortion attitudes and a direct effect only when attitudes 
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toward societal sexual norms was entered into the path 

model. When all the demographic variables were held 

constant, age was not significantly related to any ideology. 

In order to understand the effects of age, cohort 

group, sex, and lifespan experience, decade comparisons also 

were made between males' abortion attitudes. No significant 

differences were found. The only age group difference found 

was that males in their 50s are more traditional than males 

in their 40s decade in their attitudes toward premarital 

sexual behavior, the ideology that revealed the strongest 

relationship with males' abortion attitudes. If males had 

been a partner in an abortion experience, they were less 

traditional in their abortion attitudes than other males. 

Males were more traditional in their attitudes toward legal 

abortion if they had grandchildren. Age decades did not 

reveal significant differences in males' motherhood ideology 

scores. Thus, males' attitudes toward legal abortion, 

sexual behavior, and motherhood do not systematically vary 

with age. 

These findings indicate that it may be the birthing 

experience that differentiates females and males. That is, 

although both sexes experienced the period of the 1960s 

during their college, marriage, and childbearing years, 

males in midlife were not more liberal than other males in 

their attitudes. Therefore, the social climate may impact 

women's attitudes because of their personal experience with 
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birthing. Thus, women who may have experienced lesser 

obligation toward maternity when they were in their 20s 

(during the previous women's liberation movement) may be 

more liberal in their attitudes than women of different ages 

and than men of the same age. 

The path analyses reported thus far provided an 

explanation of attitudes toward legal abortion for the whole 

sample. The next stage of the analysis was to examine the 

relationships between the ideologies and favorability toward 

legal abortion for individuals who strongly embraced the 

ideologies regarding women. It was hypothesized that 

females who were high in their utilization of a 

sexuality/gender schema—that incorporated the dimensions of 

judgments about women's sexual behavior, their motherliness, 

and their personal qualities—would be highly disapproving 

of legal abortion. Because previous research literature 

could not predict whether or how males would vary in their 

utilization of a sexuality/gender schema, this construct was 

treated as a constant for males. It was hypothesized that 

males who strongly believe that motherhood is the salient 

feature and role for women are highly disapproving of legal 

abortion. Sub-samples of both sexes who scored in the upper 

quartile on these two variables are now discussed. 
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High Utilization of Sexuality/Gender Schema 
and Salience of Motherhood Views 

The Female Sub-sample 

The attempt was made to investigate a sexuality/gender 

schema and its relationship with women's legal abortion 

attitudes. It was found that the three proposed dimensions 

of the schema—sexuality, motherhood, and evaluation—were 

intercorrelated. Further, women who scored high on the 

schema measure were those most likely to consistently 

disapprove of legal abortion for every pregnancy situation. 

The schema measure was not correlated as strongly with 

legal abortion attitudes as the individual ideology measures 

were. It also was not correlated as strongly with the 

ideologies as the ideologies were correlated with one 

another. The lower correlation may be due to an imprecision 

of the schema instrument, or it may be due to people's 

attitudes toward legal abortion being more (or less) complex 

than the dimensions assessed by the instrument. 

Nevertheless, when the sample of women who scored high on 

the sexuality/gender schema were re-analyzed, it was found 

that their non-traditional sexuality ideologies were highly 

related (even increasing in strength) with their disapproval 

of legal abortion. Traditional attitudes toward societal 

sexual norms remained the highest in relationship with 

disapproval of legal abortion. Although it was hypothesized 

that the relationships between the sexuality ideologies and 

favorability toward legal abortion would decrease because 
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the schema would override the sexuality ideologies, the 

opposite was found. Only attitudes toward sexual pleasure 

decreased to non-significance. 

The relationship between traditional sexuality 

ideologies and disapproval of legal abortion could have been 

stronger because ideologies may be components of the 

sexuality/gender schema. Thus, paralleling the schema in 

relationship with abortion attitudes, the sexuality 

ideologies become more highly associated with abortion 

attitudes. The sexual pleasure ideology does not address 

sexual behavior per se and apparently is not a part of the 

sexuality/gender schema, thus resulting in its non

significant relationship with how women assess legal 

abortion. 

The ways in which the other sexuality dimensions 

changed in their relationship with favorability toward legal 

abortion is noteworthy. Non-traditional attitudes toward 

unmarried sexual behavior became more strongly related with 

favorability toward legal abortion and was almost the same 

in its relationship as the most strongly related variable: 

non-traditional attitudes toward societal sexual norms. 

Apparently for this group of females, traditional societal 

sexual norms is that dimension which is of the greatest 

concern for females who disfavor legal abortion, and 

constrained unmarried sexual behavior may be the sexual 

behavior representation of those societal sexual norms. The 
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motherhood ideologies were not analyzed under conditions of 

a high utilization of a sexuality/gender schema because as 

argued in Chapter II, motherhood would be important for all 

women no matter to what degree they utilized a sexuality/ 

gender schema. For this select group of women, the 

sexuality ideologies rather than the demographic variables 

were related to their abortion attitudes. 

Demographic variables. The relationships between every 

demographic variable (with one exception) and abortion 

attitudes was reduced to non-significance, and only the 

ideologies provided significant relationships with this 

sample's abortion attitudes. Only when attitudes toward 

societal sexual norms were entered into the path model were 

there significant direct effects of demographic variables on 

abortion attitudes, with the effects of age on abortion 

attitudes remaining the same and the effect of education 

becoming significant. Education and favorability toward 

legal abortion were positively related. Thus, only when the 

path model includes societal sexual norms, the ideology that 

is the most strongly associated with female's abortion 

attitudes, is there the significant effect of these two 

variables that was hypothesized in this and previous 

research. 

The relationship of the demographic variables with the 

ideologies changed in strength for this group of women. The 

most dramatic changes were the stronger relationship of age 
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and the weaker relationship of religious fundamentalism with 

the ideologies. Religious fundamentalism became non

significant in its relationship with the ideologies, except 

for traditional attitudes toward female sexuality, where its 

effect was strongest, and traditional attitudes toward 

sexual pleasure, where its association was almost the same 

as it was when the entire sample was analyzed. The 

relationship between age and traditional ideologies became 

stronger, and was significantly related with every sexuality 

ideology. Religiosity was significantly related only with 

traditional attitudes toward societal sexual norms and 

traditional attitudes toward male sexuality, become stronger 

in its relationship with both ideologies. Neither education 

nor ideal number of children were significantly related with 

any sexuality ideology. 

Therefore, for women who utilize a sexuality/gender 

schema, traditional ideologies (except for attitudes toward 

sexual pleasure) provided an increased, the strongest, and 

generally the only relationship with disapproval of legal 

abortion. For this group of females, demographic variables 

had little or no effect on abortion attitudes. 

The Male Sub-sample 

It was hypothesized that when cognitive priority was 

given to the belief that motherhood is the most important 

role for women, the salience of that belief would serve to 

mitigate the effects of the other variables on males' 
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abortion attitudes. The group of males who scored in the 

top quartile on this belief was selected for re-examination, 

and the hypothesis was supported in general. 

With this group of males, the relationship between 

legal abortion attitudes and two of the sexuality 

ideologies—attitudes toward societal sexual norms and 

attitudes toward female sexuality—were reduced to non-

significance. The remaining two sexuality ideologies bore 

identical relationships with favorability toward legal 

abortion. Non-traditional attitudes toward premarital 

sexual behavior showed a slightly reduced effect (B = -.43) 

and non-traditional attitudes toward male sexuality showed a 

slightly greater effect (B = -.43) when compared with the 

relationships found in the total male sample. Apparently 

these dimensions are related in males' thinking about legal 

abortion, and they remained important when motherhood for 

women is salient in their thinking. 

Thus, for males, there appears to be a distinct 

difference in thinking about male and female sexual 

behavior, as attitudes toward female (but not male) sexual 

behavior became unimportant in this group of males' abortion 

attitudes. This may have occurred because women's 

motherhood role is more important than their sexual 

behavior, when this group of males considers legal abortion, 

but attitudes toward male sexual behavior remain important. 

For males, the motherhood ideologies were not analyzed under 
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high utilization of motherhood saliency because when the 

hypothesis was formed, the item composition of the 

motherhood ideology was not known. Thus, if the two 

motherhood variables—saliency of motherhood for women and 

obligation toward motherhood ideology—were similar in item 

content, then a possible high intercorrelation would render 

meaningless results. The earlier argument was thus 

supported that predicted that when motherhood is weighted 

heavily in males' social stereotypes for women, then that 

stereotype is the most important one when they evaluate 

other expectations for women's roles and behaviors. 

Demographic variables. The path analyses that were 

conducted for this group of males revealed changes in 

relationships between the demographic variables and legal 

abortion attitudes. There were no significant indirect 

effects of religious fundamentalism on abortion attitudes 

and direct effects only with the two ideologies that were no 

longer significantly related with favorability toward legal 

abortion. The same phenomenon was found with ideal number 

of children. That is, ideal number of children produced 

significant direct effects on disapproval of legal abortion 

when assessing the two ideologies that were no longer 

significantly related with abortion attitudes. It produced 

non-significant effects when assessing the only two 

ideologies significantly related to disapproval of legal 

abortion, i.e., traditional attitudes toward male sexuality 
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and traditional attitudes toward premarital sexual behavior. 

Religiosity, education, and age were neither directly nor 

indirectly related with favorability toward legal abortion. 

Age was significantly and negatively related to traditional 

attitudes toward male sexuality. 

In summary, demographic variables are not related with 

legal abortion attitudes for males who believe that 

motherhood is the most important role for women. Further, 

the two ideologies that appeared most strongly related with 

favorability toward legal abortion in the complete sample of 

males increased in their relationships, and the other two 

ideologies were reduced to non-significance. Thus, for 

males who believe that motherhood is the most important role 

for women's lives, demographic variables are unimportant and 

traditional attitudes toward males' and premarital sexual 

behavior are more important in their relationships with 

disapproval of legal abortion. This indicates that the 

salience of motherhood in males' thinking diminishes the 

relevancy of their attitudes about sexual social norms and 

female sexual behavior but not about premarital and male 

sexual behavior when they assess legal abortion. 

Summary and Implications 

Throughout the study, the traditional sexuality 

ideologies and traditional motherhood ideology were found to 

be positively related with one another and were related to 

disapproval of legal abortion in a similar way. These 
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empirical findings provide evidence of their correspondence 

in people's thinking about these issues. Additionally, 

there is support that the ideologies comprise the 

sexuality/gender cognitive schema for some women, as 

indicated by the schema instrument, supporting the feminist 

argument and extending gender schema theory. Use of the 

instrument revealed a significant relationship between 

sexuality/gender schema and legal abortion attitudes. 

Further, scores obtained on the measure were negatively 

related with favorability toward legal abortion in a manner 

similar to the scores obtained on the separate ideology 

scales that dealt specifically with women, i.e., non-

traditional attitudes toward female sexual behavior and non-

traditional attitudes toward motherhood. Given these 

findings, there is empirical evidence that the female 

sexuality and motherhood dimensions are related with one 

another and, in turn, with females' legal abortion 

attitudes. 

The feminist perspective argued that restrictiveness of 

females' sexual activity is what constrains the legalization 

of abortion. Although there is a significant relationship 

between these two attitudes, other sexuality attitudes bore 

a stronger relationship: attitudes toward societal sexual 

norms for the female sample and attitudes toward premarital 

sexual behavior for the male sample. Of all the demographic 

variables, religious fundamentalism is most strongly related 
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to disapproval of legal abortion and all sexuality and 

motherhood ideologies. 

For the group of women who are high in their 

utilization of a gender/sexuality schema, the relationships 

between disapproval of legal abortion and their traditional 

sexuality ideologies increase in strength, as does the 

traditional motherhood ideology variable. Given this, it is 

recommended that future research study women who do and who 

do not embrace societal change and social role change. For 

the group of men who give cognitive priority (O'Leary & 

Hansen, 1984) to the social stereotype of motherhood (who 

consider motherhood to be the most salient role for women), 

other variables became unimportant in relationship with 

legal abortion attitudes, although the most important 

sexuality ideology associated with males' disapproval of 

legal abortion, traditional attitudes toward premarital 

sexuality, increased in strength. Given this, it is 

recommended that future research study the meaning that 

sexuality has for men and, more specifically, premarital 

sexual behavior. 

In summary, the implications of the present study are 

that there are a number dimensions of sexuality that people 

recognize, some of which are related with favorability 

toward legal abortion and some of which are not. Further, 

the sexes think about unmarried sexuality differently from 

one another, with females thinking similarly about 
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premarital and extramarital sexuality and males 

distinguishing them. For males, traditional attitudes 

toward premarital sexual behavior is significantly related 

with disapproval of legal abortion, but traditional 

attitudes toward extramarital sexuality is not. For 

females, traditional attitudes toward all unmarried sexual 

behavior is related with disapproval of legal abortion. 

Although attitudes toward sexual behavior are strongly 

related with abortion attitudes, one's motherhood ideology 

is also important, and extremely so for a select group of 

males. For females, mandated motherhood that includes a 

mandate to sacrifice other areas of women's development when 

she is a mother is related to disapproval of legal abortion. 

For males, mandated motherhood that includes a negative 

evaluation of women's character if she is not a mother is 

related to disapproval of legal abortion. Each of these are 

positively and significantly related to religious 

fundamentalism. Given these findings, it is recommended 

that future research investigate the cognitive complexity 

related with each of these constructs. 

Limitations and Recommendations 

A number of warnings should be heeded in interpreting 

the present study. First, although precautions were taken 

to obtain a representative sample, it was not a true random 

sample, and systematic variance may have been introduced 

from various sources. Because a large number of the 
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subjects were from West Texas, a conservative part of the 

nation, attitudes toward legal abortion may be more 

conservative than would be found in the general population 

of the U.S. Further, the high level of religious 

fundamentalism found in the West Texas area may have biased 

its relationship with the other demographic variables and, 

in turn, with the other constructs. It is recommended that 

the study be replicated in other geographic areas. 

Second, many of the the subjects were unemployed, 

resulting in the inability to fully analyze the relationship 

of economic factors and education with abortion attitudes. 

Although the social class variable was eliminated from the 

current study's analyses, largely because of so many 

unemployed individuals, a bias may have been introduced by 

this variable that reduced the understanding of how these 

variables are related with the other constructs. It is 

recommended that a method be addressed for coding unemployed 

individuals, homemakers, and full-time adult students. 

Third, because the instruments were submitted to factor 

analysis, the ideologies may represent the sample of this 

study, rather than the larger population. Although this 

would limit generalizability of the study, it would not 

necessarily limit general themes of the findings. It is 

recommended that future studies validate each of the 

constructed measures and the resulting ideological 

dimensions with other samples. 
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A fourth limitation rests with the gender/sexuality 

instrument. Because it has not been tested with another 

sample, its validity is unknown. Further, difficulties lie 

in its wording. Some adjectives are worded positively and 

some are worded negatively, instructing respondents to rate 

their level of descriptiveness of the target person. Rating 

a target as non-descriptive on a negative adjective may be 

confusing and biased in its presentation. Choosing an 

adjective and rating it as not descriptive of the target 

also served to identify the respondent as utilizing the 

sexuality/gender schema. This probably lowered its 

relationship with disapproval of legal abortion. It is 

recommended that a future study examine the relationship of 

these two variables when coding the sexuality/gender 

instrument on a continuum where respondents choose only 

adjectives that they believe do (omitting those that do not) 

describe the target. 

Fifth, accurately assessing the relationship between 

education and abortion attitudes was difficult to achieve. 

That is, the distance between years of education is probably 

not of equal intervals, and the passage of time since the 

highest level of education was obtained could not be 

adequately taken into account. For example, the difference 

in two years of education from completion of 9th to 11th 

grade is probably qualitatively different from the 

difference in two years between completion of the college 
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sophomore and college senior years. Although an analysis of 

variance between levels of education attempted to rectify 

that drawback, the analyses still did not account for 

varying lengths of time between obtaining the highest level 

of education and the present time, which could have entailed 

many years and many experiences for some individuals. Thus, 

the findings regarding education, especially as a continuous 

variable, should be viewed with caution. It is recommended 

that future research address education as a lifespan event 

and also analyze college education as a qualitative 

influence rather than as a quantitative influence in 

people's intellectual, social, and cognitive development. 

Recommendations for future studies rest in several 

other areas. Further study is warranted in the 

investigation of differences in attitudes toward premarital 

and extramarital behavior and in specific adoption of those 

attitudes. The meaning and resulting practice of unmarried 

sexual behavior may vary by sex. Arising from this, it is 

recommended that the dimensions of sexuality be investigated 

in more detail. That is, attitudes toward sexuality appear 

to encompass more than just sexual behavior. It is 

recommended that the study include examining beliefs 

regarding sexuality beyond sexual behavior for procreation 

and include examining sexual behavior for pleasure. A 

deliberate investigate of women's attitudes about societal 

sexual norms and men's attitudes about premarital sexual 



313 

behavior is warranted. Although the feminist perspective 

regarding women's connection with their community can 

explain their attitudes, theory addressing males' sexuality 

attitudes should be carefully explored. 

The feminist perspective maintains that prescriptions 

for female sexuality differ from those for male behavior. 

The current study's findings did not support that argument, 

at least in relationship with abortion attitudes. Although 

the instruments used in this study asked identical questions 

regarding male behavior and female behavior, they did not 

include items to elicit an evaluation of each sex based on 

their sexual behavior. Thus, only part of the schema was 

addressed by these measures. It would be useful for future 

studies to compare an evaluation of the character of target 

persons dependent on whether they were or were not sexually 

active males or females. This is recommended for more fully 

addressing the feminist argument. 

The sexuality/gender schema task attempted to address 

this need. It did allow for the respondent to evaluate the 

target female. Thus, further development of this instrument 

appears to be warranted based on the results of this study. 

It is recommended that the wording and scoring of this 

instrument become more sophisticated and validated with 

other populations. Further, it is recommended that study 

include the evaluation of a female receiving an abortion 
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compared with the evaluation of a male partner in an 

abortion experience. 

Regarding the motherhood ideologies, differences in the 

sexes' views of romanticism, fulfillment, and judgment 

appear to differentiate their maternal mandate for women. 

It is recommended that further studies examine possible 

lifespan-specific differences in thinking about motherhood. 

Many of the individuals in this study had not yet borne 

children, and many others were in their early years of 

parenting. This study attempted to investigate age decade 

differences in abortion attitudes but not in sexuality or 

motherhood attitudes. It is recommended that a thorough 

investigation be conducted of males' and females' motherhood 

ideologies as a lifespan process and a gender issue across 

age and childbearing stage, in order to help understand how 

people view and value motherhood and non-motherhood. 

Additionally, it is recommended that in their research, 

social scientists consider seriously examining people's 

religious ideologies. When respondents are asked whether 

they are Protestant, Jewish, Catholic, or other, much 

information is lost. Religion may permeate multiple 

dimensions of individual and relationship development. It 

is deduced from the present study, that religious 

fundamentalism is a phenomenon qualitatively different than 

conservatism, denomination affiliation, or religious 

importance. It may be related with other aspects of a 
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person's life through its relationship with people's 

cognitive development and thus their world views. Thus, 

religious fundamentalism may be a manifestation of cognitive 

development, or it may be an ideology about how life should 

be both in religious and non-religious components. It is 

recommended that further study address fundamentalist views 

regarding religious, family life, and policy issues. 

Lastly, although the restriction of legal abortion may 

be symbolic of control of sexuality, it is also symbolic of 

control of women's social roles, and apparently is symbolic 

of the role that societal norms serve to maintain these 

controls. It is recommended that future investigation of 

the constructs addressed in this study also incorporate 

peoples' meaning of change and stability, of development and 

stasis, and of origin and procreation. 
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Thank you for participating in this survey! 

The American public is hearing a lot of things about 
"family values" and "attitudes toward legal abortion" from the 
media these days. However, we really don't know much about 
what people are thinking regarding these issues. It is known, 
however, that many of the concerns of many ordinary citizens 
have not been addressed. 

Therefore, as a part of my doctoral studies in Human 
Development and Family Studies at Texas Tech University, I am 
engaged in a study of attitudes about families, society, and 
abortion. I am seeking input from adults with divergent 
backgrounds and opinions. I believe that you represent an 
important voice in our society. As such, I need YOUR opinions 
to be represented, and so I need your help. 

The enclosed questionnaire will take about 45 minutes to 
complete. Please do not put your name on the questionnaire. 
You can be assured that the information you provide is 
anonymous and will be treated with strictest confidentiality. 
Only those directly working on the project will see any 
questionnaires. Your responses will be added immediately to 
the larger pool of responses so that no identification can be 
made of individual responses. The information gained from 
this study will be used in the form of statistical summaries 
and averages in order to assure complete anonymity. 

Let me thank you in advance for your time and help. I 
think you will find the questionnaire to be an interesting 
one. However, if there is any portion or question(s) that you 
do not feel comfortable in answering, of course you are free 
to omit those. 

If you have any questions about this study, please feel 
free to contact me at 763-4148. Further, if you would like to 
have any other individuals' or groups' opinions added to this 
study, please let me know, and I will provide as many 
additional questionnaires as requested. 

As a thank-you for your participation, $100.00 will be 
awarded to one person, whose name will be randomly drawn from 
among those who return the enclosed Entry Ticket with a 
completed questionnaire, by July 15. The drawing will take 
place on Thursday, August 20, at 4:30 p.m.. The recipient 
will be notified by phone, and a money order will be sent by 
registered mail on August 21. 

Sincerely, 

Marti Kennedy, M. S. 
Principal Investigator 
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AS AN INCENTIVE to return the questionnaire, a $100.00 
drawing will be conducted of those who return this form 
with a completed questionnaire by July 15, 1992. In order 
to have a chance to receive $100.00, please fill out the 
following, and your name will be entered into the drawing. 
The drawing will take place on August 20, 1992, 4:30 p.m. 
The winner will be notified by phone, and a money order for 
$100.00 will be sent by registered mail on August 21. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ^ v t * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Please enter my name into the drawing for a chance to win 
$100.00 that I may keep or donate to my favorite cause. 

NAME (Please print) (Area Code) PHONE 

ADDRESS (Street) City State Zip 



APPENDIX B 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

343 



344 

WHAT IS YOUR OPINION? 

Please return the completed questionnaire 
to your group leader, or mail directly to 

Opinion Survey 
c/o Marti Kennedy 
Box 4145 
Lubbock, TX 79409 
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Place your response in the blank provided beside each question. 

A. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Your sex 

Your race 

Your current age 

Your current marital status 

If you have been married, how many times? 

Your personal annual income, before taxes are removed 

Your family's annual income, before taxes are removed 

Your occupation 

Your spouse's occupation, if married 

B. PREGNANCY EXPERIENCE 
Indicate the number of times you have experienced each of the 
following situations. If you are a male, indicate the number of 
times you have been the father in each of the following 
situations. 

Number of pregnancies 
Number of stillbirths 
Number of abortions 
Number of miscarriages 
Number of live births 
Number of children you have adopted 
Number of children you have given up for adoption 

C. YOUR CHILDREN 
Indicate the number of children you have who are in the following 
age categories: 

Newborn to 2 years of age 
3 - 5 years of age 
6 - 1 1 years of age 

12 - 15 years of age 
16 - 19 years of age 
20 - 29 years of age 
30 years of age or older 
I have no children. 

Are you or your partner currently pregnant? (Yes or No) 

Indicate the number of other children LIVING IN YOUR household 
who are not your biological children. 

Newborn to 2 years of age 
3 - 5 years of age 
6 - 1 1 years of age 

12 - 15 years of age 
_ 16 - 19 years of age 
_ No other children are living in my household 
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Indicate the niunber of GRANDCHILDREN you have who are in the 
following age categories: 

Newborn to 2 years of age 
3 - 5 years of age 
6 - 1 1 years of age 
12 - 15 years of age 
16 - 19 years of age 
20 - 29 years of age 
30 years of age or older 
I have no grandchildren. 

Are you currently expecting a grandchild? (Yes or No) 

D. FAMILY SIZE OPINIONS 

1. What do you think is the ideal number of children for a 
family to have? Indicate what you regard as the ideal or most 
acceptable number of children by placing an "X" on your choice. 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 or more 

2. Are there any other number(s) of children which you would 
regard as also acceptable? If so, indicate any such 
alternative(s) with an "X" on your choice(s). 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 or more 

3. What is the number of children you would find most undesirable 
for a family to have? Indicate what you regard as most 
undesirable by placing an "X" on your choice. 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 or more 

4. Are there any other number(s) of children which you regard as 
also undesirable? If so, indicate any such alternative(s) with 
an "X" on your choice(s). 

None 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 or more 

E. The role of RELIGION in your life 

Place an X on the line below, to indicate the level of 
importance that the religious aspect of your life is to you. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Unimportant Important 

How often do you attend church-related activities and 
worship services? 

1 = 1 time a year or less 5 = 2 to 4 times a month 
2 = 2 times a year 6 = 1 to 2 times a week 
3 = 6 times a year 7 = 3 times a week or more 
4 = 1 time a month 
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% What percentage of the worship services and activities 
of your church do you attend? 

With what church, or denomination, 
you associate? (CIRCLE the number 
1. Agnostic 
2. Apostolic 
3. Assembly of God 
4. Atheist 
5. Baptist 
6. Bible Church 
7. Roman Catholic 
8. Christian Science 
9. Church of Christ 

10. Church of God 
11. Disciples of Christ 
12. Eastern Religion 
13. Episcopal 
14. Evangelical 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

or religious affiliation do 
.) 
. Interdenominational 
. Jehovah's Witness 
. Jewish 
. Latter Day Saints 
. Lutheran 
. Methodist 
. Nazarene 
. Pentecostal 
. Presbyterian 
. Seventh-day Adventist 
. Unitarian 
. Unity 
. Religious, no affiliation 
. Other 

Place an X on the line below, to indicate how conservative or 
liberal the teachings of your church are, as compared to other 
churches. 

1 2 
Conservative 

8 10 
Liberal 

Place an X on the line below, to indicate how conservative or 
liberal your own religious beliefs are. 

1 2 
Conservative 

10 
Liberal 

Using the following scale, please respond to statements 1 - 6 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Strongly disagree 
Disagree 
Undecided 
Agree 
Strongly agree 

1. It is very important for true Christians to believe 
that the Bible is the infallible Word of God. 
2. I believe the Bible contains some errors and/or 
contradictions. 
3. The Bible is the final and complete guide to 
morality; it contains God's answers to all important 
questions about right and wrong. 
4. Christians should not let themselves be influenced by 
worldly ideas. 
5. Christians must try hard to know and defend the true 
teachings of God's word. 
6. The best education for a Christian child is in a 
Christian school with Christian teachers. 
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F. YOUR YOUTH 
Place the appropriate number in the blank for EACH "parental 
figure" you lived with during EACH age of your youth. The 
person's employment or living with you must have occurred for one 
year xn order for it to "count." Use the following code. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

person was engaged in full-time paid employment 
person was engaged in part-time paid employment 
person was not employed 
person did not live in my home 

MY AGE: 
Mother 
Father 
Step-mother 
Step-father 
Adult female relative 
Adult male relative 
Other adult caregiver 

G. YOUR EDUCATION 

0-2yrs 3-5yrs 6-lOyrs ll-18yrs 

What is the highest grade or level of education you 
have completed? 

For each of the following educational levels, indicate the 
TYPE of school you attended from the following list: 

0 = did not attend 
1 = public school 
2 = home schooled 
3 = private school (not church supported) 
4 = church supported school 

If your school was church supported, indicate which 
denomination. 

Type of 
School 

Which 
Denomination 

training 

(if church supported) 
Grades 1 - 6 
Grades 7 - 9 
High School 
Vocational or technical 
College freshman 
College sophomore 
College junior 
College senior 
Master's Degree or equivalent 
Ph.D. or equivalent 
Professional Degree 
Other 

If you attended college, what was your major? 
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H. TELL ME ABOUT JOAN DOE. From the list of adjectives below, 
choose NO FEWER THAN 5 and NO MORE THAN 10 that reflect what you 
know about Joan. Using the following scale, rate those 5 to 10 
adjectives to paint most accurate picture of Joan that you can. 

1 = Definitely not descriptive 
2 = Probably not descriptive 
3 = Probably descriptive 
4 = Definitely descriptive 

1. Interesting 
2. Sexually immoral 
3. A leader 
4. Attractive 
5. Warm 
6. Nonmaternal 
7. Dislikable 
8. Adaptable 
9. Sexually indulgent 

10. Assertive 
11. Well-Kept 
12. Gentle 
13. Unmotherly 
14. Maladjusted 
15. Theatrical 

16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 

Sexually enticing 
Dominant 
Dainty 
Compassionate 
Non-family oriented 
Selfish 
Unsystematic 
Sexually experienced 
Strong personality 
Womanly 
Tender 
Mother-loving 
Destructive 
Masculine 
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I. YOUR OPINION ABOUT LEGAL ABORTION 
Using the scale provided, indicate your level of disapproval or 
approval of legalized abortion in each of the circumstances 
described. 

1 = Strongly Disapprove 
2 = Disapprove 
3 = Undecided 
4 = Approve 
5 = Strongly Approve 

!• If there is a strong chance of a serious defect in 
the baby. 
2. If the female is married and does not want any more 
children. 
3. If the female became pregnant as a result of rape. 
4. If the female's own health is seriously endangered 
by the pregnancy. 
5. If the female wants to have an abortion, but her 
husband would not consent to her having an abortion. 
6. If the family has a very low income and cannot 
afford any more children. 
7. If the female became pregnant as a result of incest. 
8. If the female is a teenager and is pregnant without 
her parents' knowledge. 
9. If the female is not married and does not want to 
marry the man. 
10. If the female wants to have an abortion for whatever 
reason. 

J. The following is intended to measure your OPINIONS about 
social role behavior. For the following statements, indicate 
whether you 

1 = Strongly Disagree 
2 = Disagree 
3 = Are Undecided 
4 = Agree 
5 = Strongly Agree 

1. A woman should have exactly the same freedom of 
action as a man. 
2. The best thing a mother can teach her daughter is 
what it means to be a girl and mother. 
3. Woman's work and man's work should not be 
fundamentally the same in nature. 
4. Swearing by a woman is no more objectionable than 
swearing by a man. 
5. A woman is not truly fulfilled until she has been a 
mother. 
6. Every child should be taught from an early age to 
feel a special honor and respect for Motherhood. 
7. A married woman should feel free to have men as 
friends. 
8. The first duty of a woman with young children is to 
home and family. 
9. Marriage should NOT interfere with a woman's career 
any more than it does with a man's. 

10. A mother who dislikes her children is abnormal. 
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Thinking about women in general, what is the most important thing 
for women's lives? From the list (A-P) below, rate the TOP FIVE 
most important things for women to be. Do this by completing the 
following sentence, placing the five items you chose IN ORDER OF 
IMPORTANCE, beginning with the MOST IMPORTANT thing first. 

The most important thing for women is to be 

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
F. 

/ 

a wife 
autonomous 
a friend 
a mother 
a competent 
feminine 

worker 

/ 

G. 
H. 
I. 
J. 
K. 

athletic 
assertive 
healthy 
gentle 
maternal 

, and 

L. 
M. 
N. 
0. 
P-

a good citizen 
a professional 
self-directed 
a helpmate 
a leader 

Continuing with your OPINIONS about social roles, for the 
following statements, indicate whether you 

1 = Strongly Disagree 
2 = Disagree 
3 = Are Undecided 
4 = Agree 
5 = Strongly Agree 

1. A woman should give up her child for adoption if she 
doesn't want to raise it. 
2. It is her own fault if an unmarried woman is 
pregnant. 
3. Motherhood is the hardest job there is. 
4. A woman who doesn't want children is unnatural. 
5. Having a baby fulfills a woman totally. 
6. The love and altruism of mothers makes men's 
achievements possible. 
7. It is selfish to NOT want a child. 
8. Men make it easy for women by supporting them. 
9. A truly maternal woman would not WANT to give up a 

child for adoption. 
10. Women's true mission is the welfare of men and 
children. 
11. An adopted child was probably one born out of 
wedlock. 
12. For a normal woman, no child is unwanted. 
13. If a woman has no children, she should fulfill her 
maternal nature alternatively. 
14. There is something wrong with a woman who is not a 
pregnant teenager, if she would give up her baby for 
adoption. 
15. Pregnant women are unattractive. 
16. Women who want respect should be better mothers. 
17. Women have their own right to decide about having 
more children. 
18. Childbirth is safer than legal abortion. 
19- I would NOT like to be like my own mother. 
20. Adopted children are from poor unwed girls. 
21. The reward for a mother is knowing she has done her 
duty. 
22. A mother is happiest when her children are in 
school. 



23. A single woman should give up her child for adoption 
if she does NOT love the man. 
24. Men must decide how far women's liberation should 
go. 
25. Women who abort or give up children for adoption 
will bear the burden of guilt. 
26. The mother/child relationship is more essential than 
the male/female relation. 
27. It is understandable that a mother may not like all 
her children. 
28. If a woman dies from an illegal abortion, it is her 
own fault. 
29. If a woman wants a baby, she should be willing to 
pay the sacrifice by giving up her outside work. 
30. An unwed mother who gives up her child for adoption 
demonstrates true caring. 
31. Working mothers can raise children as well as non-
working mothers. 
32. People should be guided by the church in matters of 
sex. 
33. Every woman, married or not, has the right to have a 
child. 
34. In marriage, women have the right to withhold or 
initiate sexual activity. 
35. A woman who has an abortion is unfit to be a good 
mother. 

K. The following is intended to measure your OPINIONS about 
sexual behavior. Answer each item as carefully and accurately as 
you can, indicating whether you 

1 = Strongly Disagree 
2 = Disagree 
3 = Are Undecided 
4 = Agree 
5 = Strongly Agree 

1. I am in favor of an Equal Rights Amendment being 
added to the United States Constitution. 
2. Women who emphasize sexual pleasure in their lives 
overlook life's more important pursuits. 
3. Sexual emotions are strong but manageable by most 
males. 
4. A preschool child is likely to suffer if the mother 
works. 
5. It is acceptable for a 16 to 17-year-old unmarried 
male to have sexual intercourse. 
6. I hope that the family, social, and career roles of 
men and women become more alike. 
7. Since many men seem to be unable to control their 
sex drive, it is important for women to be in control 
of theirs. 
8. I do NOT respect women who appear in pornographic 
films or magazines. 
9. I approve of a man having premarital sex with 
someone he likes but is NOT in love with. 

10. If a woman really loves her husband, she will want 
to include the vow "to obey" her husband in the 
marriage. 
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11. Women degrade themselves when they show obvious 
sexual interest in a man they are NOT in love with. 
12. Men can have affairs that do NOT disrupt their life 
style. 
13. Women can have affairs without significant emotional 
involvement. 
14. It is more important for a wife to help her 
husband's career than to have one herself. 
15. Men are generally more interested in sex than women. 
16. If women yield to their sexual feelings, these 
feelings will probably disrupt and dominate their lives 
in destructive ways. 
17. I approve of a man having premarital sex with 
someone he is strongly attracted to but knows only 
casually. 
18. Sexuality is a very powerful force and females 
should do all they can to control it in their lives. 
19. It is acceptable for a 16-17-year-old unmarried 
female to have sexual intercourse. 
20. Sexual emotions are strong but manageable by most 
females. 
21. I approve of a woman having premarital sex with 
someone she likes but is NOT in love with. 
22. It would be best for our society if there were about 
an equal number of men and women in all high-level 
positions of government, business and education. 
23. The innate differences in men and women's strengths 
and weaknesses are the major source of satisfaction in 
male-female relationships. 
24. I approve of a women having premarital sex with 
someone she is strongly attracted to but knows only 
casually. 
25. It is much better for everyone involved if the man 
is the achiever outside the home and the woman takes 
care of the home and family. 
26. Men can have affairs without significant emotional 
involvement. 
27. If men yield to their sexual feelings, these 
feelings will probably disrupt and dominate their lives 
in destructive ways. 
28. Sexuality is a very powerful force and males should 
do all they can to control it in their lives. 
29. Men and women have different sexual needs that are 
based on differences in the male and female anatomy and 
hormones. 
30. A working mother can establish just as warm and 
secure a relationship with her children as a mother who 
is NOT employed. 
31. Men who emphasis sexual pleasures in their lives 
overlook life's more important pursuits. 
32. Women can have affairs that do NOT disrupt their 
life style. 
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Using the same rating scale, indicate your level of agreement 
with the following: 

1. I think there is too much sexual freedom given to 
adults these days. 
2. Not enough social approval has been given to 
homosexuals. 3. I think that the increased sexual freedom seen in 
past several years has done much to undermine the 
American family. 
f• I think that young people have been given too much 
information about sex. 
5. Sex education should be restricted to the home. 
6. Older people do NOT need to have sex. 
7. There should be no laws prohibiting sexual acts 
between consenting adults. 
8. Sex education should be given only when people are 
ready for marriage. 
9. Premarital sex may be a sign of decaying social 
order. 
10. Extramarital sex can be excusable. 
11• I think there is too much sexual freedom given to 
teenagers these days. 
12. I think people indulge in sex too much. 
13. I think the only proper way to have sex is through 
intercourse. 
14. I think sex should be reserved for marriage. 
15. Sex should be only for the young. 
16. Sex should be devoted to the business of 
procreation. 
17. People should NOT masturbate. 
18. Heavy sexual petting needs to be discouraged. 
19. It is okay for people to discuss their sexual 
affairs or business with others. 
20. Severely handicapped (physically and mentally) 
people should not have sex. 
21. I think there is not enough sexual restraint among 
young people. 
22. What two consenting adults do together sexually is 
their own business. 
23. There is too much sex on television. 
24. Movies today are too sexually explicit. 
25. Pornography should be totally banned from our 
bookstores. 

L. Additional opinions or comments regarding issues raised in 
this questionnaire: 
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