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• . . We live in an age that will be 
much discussed when 'tis over—a very 
stirring, productive, active a g e — a 
generation of commentators will probably 
succeed—and I, for one, look to furnish 
them with some tough work. 

Editor, 
Noctes Ambrosianae of March, 1822• 
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PREFACE 

The letters of Eyre Evans Crowe, George Downes, and 

the Reverend Horatio Townsend to William Blackwood, founder 

of Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, are here presented. These 

letters have been transcribed from microfilmed copies of the 

original letters in the National Library of Scotland. In ad

dition to the letters, some unpublished material submitted 

to Blackwood's Magazine by each of the three men appears, and 

one letter from William Blackwood to Eyre Evans Crowe, all 

of which was also transcribed from the microfilm. 

All of the material has been transcribed as exactly 

as possible from the microfilm in the Texas Technological 

College Library. Errors in spelling and punctuation have 

not been noted except where confusion might otherwise result, 

and no changes have been made except where missing letters 

have been supplied. Such letters have been enclosed in 

brackets. In some instances, because of mutilation of the 

original letters, blots, and Illegible or faded handwriting, 

it has been impossible to make out certain words or passages. 

Such instances are duly noted in the footnotes. Unless other

wise indicated, all brackets, both within the transcribed 

letters and in the footnotes, are mine. 

For the accuracy of transcription I am Indebted to 

Dr. Alan Lang Strout, Dr. Alan M. F. Gunn, and Dr. Charles 

B. Qualia; and to Mr. William Park, Keeper of Manuscripts, 

iv 



National Library of Scotland, who very kindly had transcripts 

made for me from some of the original letters. 

The letters have been annotated in order to explain 

references as to persons, places, and events mentioned, and 

to clarify literary allusions. Following the transcribed 

and annotated letters of each of the three authors is a list 

of their contributions to Blackwood's Magazine. Where author

ship is clearly established by the letters alone, the number 

only of the appropriate letter or letters is given. Where 

authorship is established from sources other than the letters, 

in doubtful cases, and where my findings disagree with other 

research, further explanatory material is provided. Included 

also is an Index of the names mentioned in the letters and a 

Bibliography of references consulted. 

Aside from the fascinating insight and familiarity 

with the period obtained from the study, and the findings 

which have determined authorship of some of the articles in 

the early years of Blackwood's Magazine, perhaps the most 

rewarding result of this work has been the proof that Eyre 

Evans Crowe was the author of Vittorla Colonna; a Tale of 

Rome in the Nineteenth Century, a novel which has been erro

neously credited to Charlotte A. Eaton by the catalogues of 

the British Museum, the Library of Congress, and others; and 

the discovery that Byron's "Irish Avatar" was privately and 

anonymously published and circulated as ''The Irish Advent' 

two years before the date of its official publication by 
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Murray. 

Biographical material used in the introduction has 

been obtained from the Dictionary of National Biography, 

The Maginn-Blackwood Correspondence (unpublished), by Anne 

Kersey Cooke, microfilmed letters of T. Crofton Croker to 

William Blackwood, and, principally, from the edited letters 

themselves. 



INTRODUCTION 

Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, like all great publi

cations, has its roster of famous contributors. Many of the 

foremost figures in the literature of the period wrote for 

Blackwood's almost from its beginning in l8l7. But great 

magazines must also place considerable dependence on less 

well-known writers to fill their pages week by week or month 

by month—those writers who fail to achieve lasting fame be

cause of small production; those who are capable of adequate 

but not great writing; those whose early promise, for one 

reason or another, fails to reach fulfillment. This great 

body of relatively unknown craftsmen filled, and continues 

to fill, an Important place in literary history. Perhaps in 

the siggregate they have a great place, for they, more truly 

than their more outstanding colleagues, and because of their 

very mediocrity, reflect the temper of the times, the mores 

of their country, the thinking of their age: they are not 

ahead of their age, as great writers usually are, but of it. 

Of this group are the three men whose letters to 

William Blackwood are here presented--Eyre Evans Crowe, the 

erratic young Irishman who left Trinity College to follow 

his Journalistic star to London, scholarly George Downes of 

Dublin, and the Reverend Horatio Townsend, living out his 

years at Cork, but still sprightly and fiery in his fight for 

Anglican Church supremacy. Prom their letters comes a vivid 
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picture, not only of the men themselves and the early ebul

lient years of Blackwood's Magazine, but also of the stirring 

history of Britain in the 1820's. 

Eyre Evsms Crowe (1799-1868), as recalcitrant an author 

as ever harassed an editor, first caught John Wilson's atten

tion by an impudent letter to the editor virtually demajidlng 

publication. Amusing and lively, the letter, signed Alex. 

Sidney Trott, was published in July, l821. In the same issue 

appeared Crowe's first article, "Philosophy of Self," and in 

the following year Blackwood's published about fifteen of his 

contributions, most of which were reviews of current publica

tions. When Crowe's association with Blackwood's began, he 

had Just passed his twenty-second birthday and had been in 
1 

London only a short time. He knew John Anster, with whom he 
2 

had attended Trinity College, Dublin, and T. Crofton Croker, 

both of whom were also beginning their Journalistic careers. 

Having neither occupation nor money, Crowe was too poor, he 

said, even to buy copies of the magazine for which he wished 

John Anster (1793-1867 )> specialized in Germanic 
poetry. Blackwood's had published his translation of some 
passages from Faust in 1820. Older thgm Crowe, Anster had 
finished his work at Trinity, and eventually returned to the 
college as a professor. (See Crowe letter 1.) 

2 
T. Crofton Croker (1798-1834) had obtained a position 

in the Admiralty Office as Clerk in l8l8 through the Influence 
of John Wilson Croker who, though no relation, took an inter
est in the family. (See Crowe letter 7.) In 1822 Crowe and 
Croker lived together in London. 
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to write, and he was delighted to accept Blackwood's offer 

of free copies in order to catch its tone. Extravagant and 

(according to William Maginn) dissipated, Crowe was forever 

in financial trouble. Despite his early prolific contribu

tion to Blackwood's, for which he must have been fairly well-

paid, by September, 1821, he had made his first request for 

an advance. In November he was in Paris, and shortly there

after he wrote to Blackwood, "Notwithstanding what you men

tioned in one of your former letters concerning advances be

ing against rule, Paris is such a purse-exhausting place, 

that I must put an Irish face upon the matter, & ask you to 

oblige me with a few pounds—" In the five or six years 

following, Crowe was seldom without this "Irish face" in his 

dealings with Blackwood. 

Crowe also contributed to other magazines despite 

Blackwood's known desire that his writers not deal with rival 

publications. Maginn relates that Crowe boasted of having 

written unfavourable reviews of Washington Irving's Brace-
2 

bridge-Hall for Colbum and Blackwood the same month. 

William Maginn (1794-1859), Irish scholar, wit, and 
Improvlsor of burlesques for Blackwood's Magazine. The "0»-
Doherty" of the Noctes Ambrosianae, a series of sketches in 
the magazine, Maginn was associated with Blackwood's from 
1819 until 1830 when he became editor of Fraser's Magazine. 
A Literary History of England, ed. Albert C. Baugh, New York, 
iP^r:—pp. 1179-80.—(See also Crowe letter 10. ) 

2. 'Henry Colbum, foiinder of the New Monthly, one of 
Blackwood's foremost rivals. 



(Irving, in retaliation, caricatured Crowe in his Tales of a 

Traveller.) In the very letter with which he sent his review 

of Bracebridge-Hall to Blackwood (May 30, 1822, Crowe wrote: 

I intended to have informed you when in town 
that I had written some Articles for the New Monthly, 
but as I had formed no connection, nor met, nor talked 
with any of the party, nor knew anything about them 
but frm. general conversation, it was scarce worth 
mentioning, nor is now, save that can:?our in these 
matters is best. 

Again, on June 30, 1822, Crowe wrote Blackwoodi 

With respect to the New Monthly, all is as you 
wish: As to being attached to or Interested in such 
an amphibious, featureless thing, it wd̂  be impossible. 
I have eked out its pages, & it has eked out my purse. 
Just in a small way. 

In July, 1822, Blackwood advanced Crowe tlOO to go to 

Italy on a "literary speculation." From this venture came 

the "Letters from Italy," eight of which appeared in the ma

gazine, and the beginning of his only novel published by 

Blackwood's, Vittorla Colonna. On his return from Italy in 

March, I823, Crowe promised the novel in five months. Yet 

July, 1823, fo\ind him "ill of the Pox" in Dublin, still ask

ing for advances, and in October, having come into an inheri

tance, he married Margaret Archer in Dublin and spent the 

rest of the year loafing in Paris. 

Having run through his inheritance in short order, and 

being in debt to Blackwood, who pressed for the unfinished 

novel or some financial reckoning, Crowe again "eked out his 
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purse" by writing for the New Monthly rather than Blackwood's, 

and was too ashamed, or afraid, to write to Blackwood until 

August, 1824. Even Maginn, who had taken an interest in 

Crowe and had Interceded for him earlier, now lost patience 

and wrote to Blackwood, "I have written Crofton Croker about 

Crowe. If this person had not deceived me so shamefully, I 

would not have felt so sore, but his conduct has been base 

and wholly inexcusable," But Blackwood had an investment in 

Crowe, and friendly relations were re-established in an ef

fort to get the novel finished and so, perhaps, to recoup 

the advances. Then followed a long period when Crowe con

tributed nothing to Maga and made continual excuses, princi

pally on the plea of bad health, for delaying the novel. He 

begged that the novel be put to press as he worked on it so 

that he could correct the proofs, but Blackwood understand

ably refused to begin printing until he had the complete work. 

Finally Blackwood ceased answering Crowe's letters, and Crowe 

asked to buy the novel back. Though Blackwood himself now 

despaired of the book's success, at last the dreary business 

came to an end in the late spring of I827, when the novel was 

published under the title of Vittorla Colonna; a Tale of Rome 

in the Nineteenth Century. Crowe disliked the title, think

ing it "rather aping Constable's book of 'Rome in the 19th. 

Anne Kersey Cooke, The Maglnn-Blackwood Correspondence, 
Unpublished Master's Thesis, Texas Technological College, 
Lubbock, 1955# P. ̂ 72. 
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g » » l m y » ^ ^ ^ ^ OterX0tt9 It. laton. Constable^ IsatOxm, 1B2^, 

•Hi it 1» signlflumt î iat this title Xat«r caused Crowe's 

b^ek to )Ki eroditsd to Mrs* Baton. Only the Piotionary of 

JMaticMMa Biography^ whoso biographiaal sketch of Qrowe was 

furnished b|r his sont larre Crowe, A«R«il«# credits Crowe with 

authorship of his book* 

So ended the association of en^tic, undependable^ but 

sonetines brilliant« Jiup^ Bvans Crowe with Blackwood Vs Itega-

sine* Crowe eontinued to nake his liTing by writinf and 

achieved considerable proninence in his field. He published 

a nuaber of novels and a ,five*-volune history of France, con*-

tributed to lArdner's Cabinet Incye^opaediaj and edited the 

tlaily Miws of l^ndcm fron 1849*1851« A ccmplete list of his 

works nay be found in the Dictionary of National Biography. 

Oeorge Downes (1790-*?) is listed in Dublin Aluami as 

a scholar at l^inity College, Dublin, in 1812; B.A. in l8l4j 
1 

and M.A. in 1823. In May, 1824, he wrote to Blackwood re-

jsarding publication of a group of Prize Poems which he wished 

to use in support of his candidacy for a professorship then 

vacant in the Iftilversity. I find no evidence, however, that 

he obtained the professorship, and early in 1825 he left Ire

land for an extensive tour of the Continent. His first 

This information furnished by Thomas I. Rae, Depart
ment of Manuscripts, National Library of Scotland, 



xlil 

overtures to Blackwood's Magazine were made in November, 1820, 

and his first offerings, translations of Komer, were accepted 

for the series of "Horae Hlspanicae." Unlike Crowe, who 

wished to conceal his authorship, and Townsend, who took no 

interest in matters of credits, Downes was Jealous of his 

articles, and demanded that his identifying signature be af

fixed. Despite Blackwood's discouraging advice and his ac

ceptance of only six pieces in 1821-22, Downes continued 

intermittently until 1829 in his attempts to be published by 

Blackwood's. Blackwood refused his Letters from Mecklenburg 

and Hoistein, an account of an extended tour which Taylor and 

Hessey brought out in 1822, and a translation of Virgil to be 

used as a school book, which apparently was never published. 

Downes offered Blackwood other accounts of his travels, some 

of which were brought out by other publishers, notably 

Klllarney and the Surrounding Scenery, 1822, A Guide Through 

Switzerland and Savoy, Paris, 1828, and Letters from Contin

ental Countries, Dublin, I832. But Oeorge Downes succeeded 

only briefly in catching the lively tone of Maga, or of pleas

ing the editor, and his association with the magazine was 

short-lived. 

Horatio Townsend (1750-1837) was already an old man 

when William Maginn succeeded in enlisting him as a 
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contributor to Blackwood's Magazine in I823. He had gradua

ted from Trinity College with an M.A. in 1776, and after tak

ing orders had been given the living at Ross Carbery, County 

Cork, where he resided the rest of his life. He had published 

his Statistical Siu:*vey of the County of Cork in I8IO, and jk 

Tour Through Ireland and the Northern Parts of Great Britain 

in 1821. Maginn reviewed this last book in Blackwood's Maga

zine, March, 1821, and wrote to Blackwood: 

The author is a very clever old gentleman - of 
peculiar powers of humbug. He is in fact the Chief 
of our local Jokers, a very large body of men here: 
and you see can handle a pen seriously in good style. 

The reason I wish to review this is partly to 
tickle the old fellow - but more particularly to try 
to enlist him for you. If you had him you need 
never be in want of a capital serious article on the 
right side, and perhaps he might supply matter for a 
laugh occasionally. 

Blackwood's first interest in his magazine had always 

been to promote Toryism ajid to fight the Whigs. Political 

questions in Ireland were of particular Interest at this 

time because of the rebellion against anti-Catholic measures 

and the steadily progressing movement toward liberalism and 

reform. Blackwood was, therefore, especially eager to have 

Because of the signature "Senex' which was affixed 
to most of his pieces in Blackwood's, Townsend is credited 
by some authorities with two earlier articles signed "Senex" 
which appeared in August, I817, and May, I819. For evidence 
that his association with Blackwood's did not begin until 
1823, see pp. 225-26. 

^Anne Kersey Cooke, The Maglnn-Blackwood Correspondence, 
pp. 251-52. 
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dependabli contributoxfs who would furnish articles of general 

interest on the conditions in Ireland. Townsend, strongly 

anti*Catholio of eo\irse, was in hearty accord with Blackwood's 

politics, and he delighted in the spirited manner in which 

the magazine was oarried on* His age and infirmities pre

cluded his making any definite commitments for articles, but 

his production for Naga was fairly steady for several years. 

Whether serious or comic, his pieces were written in a force* 

iful̂  lively style, and, althou^ lacking lUie sotirrilous 

vlclousness of some of the other Blackwood's articles, they 

were quite in keeping with the exuberant tone of the magazine. 

Some of his reminiscences of famous figures make extremely 

good reading even today. He genuinely feared Catholic dOBd.n-

ationj he felt that Ireland could not progress without educa

tion and that a dominant priesthood would deliberately keep 

the people in ignorance. Yet when Catholic Emancipation be

came a reality in l829> Townsend accepted it with good grace 

and defended Fuel's position against the attacks of Black-
I 
yood's. 

I Townsend's mind remained alert and intensely Interested 

in literature, politics, and the state of his country. Al

though his last contribution to Blackwood's was in October, 

1828, he contributed articles to the Agricultural Journal 

which Blackwood started in 1828, and in his letters to Black

wood made frequent astute observations on the various topics 

of the day. A particularly refreshing characteristic of 
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Townsend (in view of the usual attitude of contributors) was 

his refusal to accept payment for his work. When Blackwood 

insisted on paying for the published pieces, Townsend gently 

reminded him that he had an adequate living from the Church 

and a small independence besides, and that he had not become 

a contributor with any thought of remuneration, but because 

he wished to support an entertaining and useful work. "I 

liked the principles on which your magazine was founded," 

he wrote, "and the general manner in which it was conducted, 

and, if you will allow me, from so very slight an acquain

tance to say so, I liked yourself - '"' 

A kindly man, whose writing shows flashes of brilliant 

wit together with a genuine concern for his beloved Ireland, 

Townsend was a valuable contributor during the first decade 

of Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine. 



LETTERS OF EYRE EVANS CROWE 



3 Charles St̂  

Berkeley Square London 

Augt 4th 1821 -

Sir 

I need not say, I was greatly delighted at seeing 

1 2 

•The Philosophy of Self & a letter signed Trott, in your 

Magazine of last month, especially as in the letter Mr. North 

gives me hopes that my future contributions may be welcome. 

Besides the pleasure attending a connection with a first 

rate Miscellany, I have other & urgent motives to exertion 

in possessing neither occupation nor affluence. My friend 
Anster,-̂  of whom I have been a fellow Collegifiin, transmitted 

4 
to you last week an article of mine, personifying Hazlltt, 

Crowe's "Philosophy of Self" was published in Black
wood 's Edinburgh Magazine (Hereafter cited as B.M.), July, 
ltt21. He used as signature three dashes. 

2 
In *̂A Pew Words to our Contributors," B.M., July, 

1821, a letter signed '*Alex. Sydney Trott." 
•a 
John Anster (1793-1867), contributor to B.M., esoe-

cially on subjects connected with Germanic poetry. In 1820 
the magazine published his translations of some passages of 
Faust, the first English translation of Goethe's poem. Prom 
1050 until his death, Anster was Regius Professor of Civil 
Law, Dublin University. Dictionary of National Biography 
(Hereafter cited as D.N.BTX Crowe and Anster attended 
Trinity College, Dublin. 

ii 
Crowe's "Characters of Living Authors, by themselves. 

No. I" B.M., August, 1821,(No. II.) 



& I enclose another, which I fear, may prove too tedious, & 

may require to be curtailed. Indeed in looking over it, I 

perceive that I have been rather Impudent in making free with 

such a name as Christopher North, he is very welcome to take 

revenge by committing it to the flames, but the extracts from 

Corbet are apt to the present time. It is unnecessary for 

me, perhaps, to add, that circumstances would render it ex

tremely Inconvenient to me, that A.S. Trott shd be known to 

be 

Your Most obedt̂  st. 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

**Remarks on Bishop Corbet's Poems," B.M., August, 
1821. 



London 

Augt, 28th /T8217 

Dear Sir 

I feel extremely flattered by your letter, & by the 

insertion of the articles I forwarded - on the strength of 

which success I send an epistle & some scraps to fill a 
p 

comer, if convenient in another Number, You will perceive 

by them, that I was paying my respects before in different 

shapes to Christopher, & Intend as soon as I get the set 

from Mess£ Cadell"-̂  to dive into the spirit of the Magazine, 

that I may be quite at home, I have taken the utmost advan

tage of your kindness, & have ordered a whole set, as I did 

not possess before a single No. to which want, I assure you 

my poverty but not my will consented. I have also to return 

"Letter from Alexander Sidney Trott, Esq." (B.M., 
October, I821). 

2 
Possibly "On the Decline of Tuscan Ascendancy in 

Itallaui Literature," B,M. October, I821. See remainder of 
this letter. Also "Song. By Morgan Odoherty", November, 
1821. On November 9, 1821, Maginn writes Blackwood; "Put 
Crowe's song in the note, if not otherwise disposed of. 
There is a mistake in the press in it: for "Phllo's" read 
"Pluto's." The Maglnn-Blackwood Correspondence, by Ann 
Kersey Cooke, A Thesis m Englisn, Lubbock, Texas, 1955, un
published. (Hereafter cited as Mrs. Cooke.) 

^Thomas Cadell (1773-1836), with William Davles, con
ducted, from 1793-1836, the publishing business his father 
had started. D.N.B. They were Blackwood's London agents. 
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thanks for the other part of yr note. 

As to the letter of Trott, all the quotations & works 

mentioned are real, which you might be Inclined to doubt 

from the absurdity of many of them. Merriment however, is 

a dangerous temptation for a penman, & therefore I shall be

labour myself to the serious - I had some idea of a set of 

Horae Italiae, choosing the lighter & burlesque authors, 

as best suiting a miscellany, & giving them spirit, intend-
2 

Ing to begin with Parlnl - also - Horae Hlbemicae - No 1 -
^ 4 5 

Lady Morgan-* - No 2 - Lady Clarke - No 3 - Mrs. Peck &c 

woiild make hiimorous & interesting articles for the land of 

potatoes. 

I intend remaining in London altogether, therefore 

cannot be much at a loss for a little occasional fun. When 

See preceding Note 2. 
P 

Parlnl's GlornoJ apparently the only one of the 
series completed, appeared in B.M., December, 1821, Giusep
pe Parlnl (1729-1799), Italian poet whose best known work is 
II Giorno, published in 1713. Llppincott's Dictionary of 
Biography. 

^Lady Morgan, nee Sydney Owenson (l783?-l859), novel
ist, wife of Sir Thomas Charles Morgan, physician, was adept 
at writing about lower class Irish. She was constantly at
tacked by Blackwood's Magazine and The Quarterly Review. 
She attacked the writers of Blackwood's as "murderers" for 
their treatment of Keats. D.N.B. 

Possibly Lady Olivia Clarke, who wrote The Irishman, 
a comedy in five acts (prose), London, I819. British Museum 
Catalogue of Printed Books. (Hereafter cited as BritisPT 
Museum. " 

Possibly Mrs. Peck, author of The Maid of Avon and 
three other novels. A Critical Dictionary of English Litera
ture^ and British and American Authors.S. Austin Alllbone, 
J. B. Lipplncott, 1897, London. (Hereafter cited as Alllbone.) 



looking over this letter, I am ashamed to number so many I's 

in it - This comes of imitating Hazlltt -

Believe me 

Dr Sir 

Yr faithful & obliged 

Eyre Evans Crowe. 

My friend Anster is still in town, but intends to leave it 

soon - Your two Numbers will astonish the folks here - I 

Intend transmitting for Christopher's inspection a most un

intelligible poem, an attack on Mr. Hogg, its motto "Yes, 

to smell pork" - It was written & published by a mad genius, 

& I'm sure, will be worth its weight in gold to Christopher, 

who delights so much in quizzing the worthy pastoral poet. 

•̂ James Hogg (1770-1835), called "The Ettrick Shepherd." 
Hogg was associated with Blackwood's Magazine from its in
ception to his death, contributing numerous articles both in 
prose and poetry. He was a friend of Scott, Byron, Wilson, 
Wordsworth, etc. He figured prominently in the Noctes Am-
broslane. D.N.B, 



3 Charles St̂  

Sept, 10th ^8217 

Dr Sir 

A very unexpected & xinpleasant occurrence compels me 

to trouble you, & beg, that if convenient, you wd, advance me 

•a few pounds on acct. on the credit of the brain & good will 

of 

Yr obedjb S/evvaxi^/ 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

Mr. Blackwood Esq. 



Paris Deer 20th 1821 

Rue Chautereau N£ 19 

I^ Sir 

I have to thank you for yr. letter of the 24th which 

Mr. Croker forwarded to me, & was glad I had anticipated 

your wish therein as to sending some article - the letter 

concerning Moore, I hope, was time enough. 

The accompanying article I hope will be in Jany^s nimi-

ber, as Musset Pathay's'̂  work is much spoken of here. If 

you have no objection to receive articles on French litera

ture, I think, I have now in my power to furnish interesting 

ones - By the by, if the little letter frm Paris is yet ui> 

printed, it would be well to erase the little political 

"Letter from Paris," signed "L," B,M., December, 1821, 
dated "Paris, Nov. 26." 

2 
^Moore's Irish Melodies," B.M., January, 1822. Thomas 

Moore (1779-1852), a brilliant and popular figure in the lit
erary circle of the Whigs. Installments of his Irish Melo
dies appeared from I807 intermittently to I834. He published 
Lalla Rookh in 1817; his best known prose work was his bio-
graphy of Byron, I83O, A Literary History of England, ed, 
Baugh, et al. N, Y. 1948"̂  (Hereafter cited as Baugh, Liter
ary History.) 

^ictor-Donatien de Musset (176I-I832), better known 
as Musset Pathay, French writer and Minister. He wrote 
several critical works ajid commentaries, and his History of 
the Life and Works of Rousseau, 1821, attracted much atlen-
tlon from the lltteratl. Grand Pictionalre Universele, Par. 
Pierre Larousse, Paris. (Hereafter cited as Larousse.) 
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piil i i i l i i tt^ tttt wil l l iot a B ^ mar snail hand tcTnig** 

gar̂ JUUMss in the article of paper« for the lfv^ch/^\ 

charges aoeording to weight, ft I find i t 6$ttir 

|MMi3eets across the channel̂  besides that l>^ \ 

ter that appears ioublOy h what horro<^^ X 

IAMI oeertts of,llsga. were let loose uponX '̂ ^ h 

..̂ .,,'. ,̂.. I hair«.been,y»t iin^ ^ -e^^t 

||iigiMi»t»# ^ l^eref^pe ̂  am unable to guess atA ^ e n d 

llsginn*s mention of me« or to enjo^ the ruanaging of the 
h i , 

new set*̂  flras with great Relight X saw Mr, Coleridge's hand 

in Hie concern, ̂  notwitSistan^ing the ia^Hinetrabili^ of his 

*irt»4«ct* A •subject,"'' 

f̂̂ î ta notwithstanding what you mentioned in one of your 

former letters concerning advances being against rule, Paris 

is suoh a purse^exhausting place, that I must put an Irish 

face upon the natter, ft ask you to oblige me with a few 

^Crowe's letter was not in time to stop the "little 
ttical pOstiieript.** ©le article appeared in December 

liee above} with the following ••P.S.*: Louis is said to be 
S0W»th1 ng ruffled in temper for these some days back, enraged 
with ̂ e Chanabers and the English interest, and resolved to 
imaintain the Due de Richelieu in the ministry. This noble
man is by gratitude, as well as by other ties, strongly at
tached to the Interests of Russia.'* 

Shis may refer to **Letter from Fogarty O'Fogarty, Esq. 
Jnolosing his Journal and Poem." BJI., November, 1821, in 
which Maginn writes: *I suppose doonerty has already informed 
you that he is to spend the Christmas with me in Blarney; and 
• the.devil's in it if we do not make the 'welkin ring' when we 
both put our heads together for Maga. Remember me to him,... ' 

^"Letter from Mr» Coleridge," B.M., October, 1821. 



pounds - one of the safest ways of directing which would be 

to me 

aux solns de M. Qallgnani 

Rue Vlvienne 

Paris 

Believe me D. Sir 

Yrs Sincerely & respectfully 

Eyre Evsms Crowe 

I see in the French papers that Byron has left 

Ravenna for Pisa in company with Count Somebody, who has 

been banished from that state; & to his intimacy with this 

person that has given rise to the reports of his Lordship's 

being connected in plauis of revolution &cc -

Byron went to Pisa in October, 1821, with Count 
Gamba, brother of Countess Gvilccloll. Through his connec
tion with the Gamba family, who were forced by the police 
to leave the States of the Church, Byron came in touch with 
the Carbonari (See letter 6), His Very Self and Voice, 
Collected Conversations of Lord Byron, ed, Ernest J. Lovell, 
Jr., New York, 1954. ^Hereafter cited as Byron Conversa
tions, Lovell. 
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Janji 26th - Paris /\^2'£l 

Dr Sir 

I return many many thanks for your two letters ft the 

enclosures, both of which I received safe & at the same time, 

yesterday - Your kindness could not have been more opportune. 

I spoke to Galignani (the brothers are quite young men, 

the old man being some time dead) they are a peddling set, 

these French. He expressed disinclination to take over any 

thing, as he might not sell &c. The true reason is, that his 

wish is not to sell but reprint & supersede all good English 

periodical writing. He publishes a Literary Gazette weekly, 

compiled from the periodicals of England discrlmlnately; smd 

he informed /w£J that it was his intention to publish also 

a monthly compilation of the same kind. He said that the 

John Anthony Galignani (1796-1873) and William Galig
nani (1798-1882) were the sons of Giovanni Antonio Galignani 
(1757-1821) by Anne Parsons (1776-1822), an Englishwoman. 
The elder Galignanis established an English bookshop and cir
culating library in Paris in 1798. In I8OI they started a 
publication, "Repertory of English Literature," and, on the 
fall of Napoleon, Antonio Galignani founded Galignani's Mes
senger which enjoyed a wide circulation among English resi
dents all over Europe because the stamp duty and postage made 
London Journals expensive. At their father's death, the 
brothers took over the business and Issued many reprints of 
English books. In I826, Sir Walter Scott visited what he 
called "the old pirate's den" at I8 Rue Vlvienne, which served 
as a club for English residents and visitors. The copyright 
treaty in I852 put an end to the business of English reprints. 
D.N.B. 
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PS»y woulibOt'^ l # 5 p | J S S ^ ^ month's number in his 

luglish lfis«em|fxfi a^ifMM^^ the advertisement with 

stating that m&idwipti^fm were received by him, Altho' 

very likieay' ita» spoke im^ the mere purpose of getting the 

advertisemintst X shiml4 have bade him take the first ad-
i t> 

vertisement from the iMdon papersi but ̂ hat I knew not 

what to say as to his miieiving subscriptions, 

# Tour approbation .of my exertion ft incitement to con-

> • • -v; 
1 ' . •• • •. I . 

iA 

shall not be lost^ ft I hope to get more au fait at 

the pen,, as 1 proceedf for \mtlll /SlcJ last year I never 

of oeeup^ing myself in that way. Since I last wrote. 

It have'heard that Leigh H, was obliged to leave England on 

'̂ '̂fiboount̂  of his debts, ft> that the circulated story was merely 

i parting salute to cov#r his retreat with eclat, I cannot 
' « . •'•• '•' i' 

iay irtiioh of the reports is most worthy of belief - truth 

ttay lie between, 

I send soon thru' the embassy a little notice from 

the hand of a celebrated character here, with whatever I 
2 

BQrself have made up. 

•V;<-

In November, 1^21, Leigh Hunt discontinued his Ex
aminer^ which had been jdecllning in circulation, and wllEFT his 
wire and seven childrer^ set out for Italy to Join Shelley and 
Byron for the purpose qf establishing a quarterly liberal 
magazine. Both Shelley and Byron helped finance Hunt's 
Journey, D.N,B, 

^ ^•Morellet's Meiholres," B.M,, February, 1822, a re
view of Wemoires de I'^be Morelle't, sur le Dlx-Hultleme Sle-
clo. et su£ la Revolution, Paris, 1&21, and, possibly, "Tne 
larlsian Mirror; or, Utters from Paris, Letters I and H 
BJI,, February, 1822. < 

file:///mtlll
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The post shuts at twelve, which compels me to sign 

myself In a hurry 

Yrs. 

Sincerely ft— 

E.E. Crowe 

Paris March 15th 1822 -

My Dear Sir 

I have to return you thanks for the intellectual food 

you sent me thru' Mr. Clifford,"̂  for I was fairly at a stand 

2 

for English books. "Adam Blair" I devoured with great in

terest, having borrowed it from Mr. Clifford, to whom you 

were so kind as to afford me an introduction. I have not 

seen him since he saw M. Nodler on the subject of "Adam 

Blair"; but it is not unlikely that he has succeeded tho' 

the volume is too moral, ft too sublime for French taste -

such a story is a fairy tale to them. 

Arthur Clifford (1778-I830) was a well-known anti
quarian whose '*Tixall Letters," the correspondence of the 
Aston family during the 17th century was published in I813-
14. D.N.B. 

2A novel by John Gibson Lockhart. 

^Charles Nodler (1783-1844), French poet and short 
story writer of the early period of Romanticism. The 
Reader's Encyclopaedia. A Review of his Promenade~from 
Mepoe to the Mountains of Scotland appeared in BJM., March, 
TB# 
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I hope Lacretelle &c. was in time for this month's 

number, I send an article on the drsuna, enclosed, which I 
2 

hope will please. — I Indulge my fancy, ft give full scope 

to It, knowing that Christopher's eye will overlook the page, 

ft prune away any ill-placed waggery, or satire. 

I have engaged one of the Neapolitan exiles, a man of 

letters ft talent, with whom I have been acquainted, to write 

letters on the state of Italy, which I will translate ft for

ward to you. They are rather apt in that country to be tedi

ous, theoretic & prosaic, but I have a great opinion of the 

talents of the person in question. And it is for the liter

ary fame acquired by him during the short period of the revo

lution, that he has been obliged to fly. He promises me in 
3 

a little time, his thoughts on the Carbonarria, which I 

think, will make an interesting article. Tho' of course he 

is a bitter republican, ft very hostile to the late British 

•^Lacretelle's History of the Constituent Assembly," 
a review of L'Hlstolre de I'Assemblee Constituante, by M. 
Charles Lacretelle, member of the French Academy, etc., Paris, 
1821. This article appeared in B.M., May, 1822. 

"On the Drama. Duels' Shakespeare, and Jouy's Sylla," 
B.M,, April, 1822, 

•a 
A secret society formed in Naples during the reign 

of Murat (I808-I815) by republicans and others dissatisfied 
with French rule. At one time they numbered several hundred 
thousand, but were crushed by the Austrian power in Italy 
and were absorbed into the subsequent Rlsorglmento movement. 
Spreading, about 1820, into Prance, they played an important 
part in French politics until the revolution of I83O. 
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ambassador at Naples, I tell him to speak out all that oc

curs, ft you can see what may be omitted - But Christopher is 

a liberal fellow. My friend Anster, I see, writes to me 

from his old address, 30 Thrimbrough St, London, complaining 
2 

that laziness has completely swallowed him up, Paris looks 

suspicious at this moment - what with the students ft the 

Missionaries - young recruits with cockades, music ft all the 

offensive pomp of war, march daily into Paris, I should 

like to see Rome & Switzerland in a hurried way ere I return, 

it would be of such use even in a literary view, but I fear 

ft doubt whether I shall be able to manage it. 

Believe me Dr Sir 

Yr h/u/n\/Fle7 S^rvant7 

Eyre Evans Crowe, 

William A'Court (1779-1860), afterwards Baron Hey-
lesbury. In I8l4-l822 he was envoy extraordinary to Naples, 
and his conduct during the revolution was highly commended 
by Lord Castlereagh, D,N,B, 

2 
See Letter 1, 
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31 - Bedford St, Covent Garden 

April 7th ^ 2 2 7 

E£. Sir 

You perceive by the date that I have taken the sudden 

resolution of returning to Cockney Land. Indeed I was afraid 

of getting Frenchified too much, being almost unable to pro

cure an English book to read, unless those you were so good 

as to send me. 

I have taken up my quarters here in the same house 

with my friend Croker, who has, I believe, some intentions 

of manufacturing an article for Maga. Anster is employed in 

the same task, 

I have brought over a little parcel for you from Mr, 

Clifford, which I shall leave at Mr, Cadell»s for your par

cel of the 10th - I shall of course not be idle, ft shd̂  be 

glad to do anything that my residence here would enable me 

to do for Maga, I have to thaink you for the No£ forwarded 

to Mr, Croker - the last No, is very capital, Noctes Ambro

sianae quite piquante, 

Yr, truly 

Dr Sir 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

-̂ T, Crofton Croker (1798-1834), author of Fairy Le-

fends of the South of Ireland, 1825. Not to be confused with 
ohn Wilson Croker, editor of Boswell's Johnson and regular 
contributor to the Quarterly Review, Crowe mentions T, C. 
Croker frequently, but makes no reference in the letters 
which would indicate acquaintance with J. W. Croker. 
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Miss Idgeworth is here in Win, she is writing or has writ-
2 

ten a life of the late Or* Beaufort, rector of Collon, 

•MM 

hnKtiM Bdgeworth (1767«'1849) wrote didactic stories 
for ehildren, usually under the guiding hand of her father, 
ihd progressed to novels. Castle !tockrent« ete» D,M,B, 
I find no mention in her J^iste^ pubiication of a TtJlT of Dr. 
Bea\ifort« * 

'^'C^- ',. I. c-
a liKiMitits Beaufort (1739*1831), geograi^r, 

lail^eljrinstrume^xal in f̂ounding the ) | ^ ^ Irish Academy* 
WLB most iaqportant work was a map of Xreland, aoeonpanied by 
a nenoir of the civil and ecclesiastical state of the coun«-
trgr, published in 1792, He also took a prc^dnent part in 
the foundation of Sunday Schools, and in the preparation of 
elementary educational works.̂  D,y,B, 

J, • ^ , •.•>^,«v''-'s • 
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8 

Bedford St. 

May 30th ^ 2 ^ 

My Dear Sir, 

I have received your letter, and also the magazine, 

from both of which I recd̂  much pleasure. And not the least 

part of it, I assure you, was the omission of my Nox, It 

was Anster»s wish to take it, so I agreed ft after he left 

it to me, I wrote with a very unwilling mind, I differ how

ever from you, as to No. 3 being the best of the Noctes, In

deed I am singular in taste, as I prefer the good sense of 

No. 2, even to the rantified humour of the first number, 

I wrote a letter frm Paddy on Gait's novels, but threw 

it in the fire, as, exceedingly as I admire them, I cannot 

keep my pen from gall ft spleen. Perhaps, however, I may try 

again. In the meantime I send you a review of Bracebridge-

Hall Just out, ft have made it short ft pithy, according to 

John Gait (1779-1834), popular novelist and contribu
tor to Blackwood's Magazine which published his tales of 
Scotland in serial form and later as books. Among them were 
Annals of the Parish, The Ayreshire Legatees, The Spaewife. 
and the Last of the Lairds, !l̂ e House oi^HIackwood 18OTIT954, 
by F, D, Tredrey, Edinburgh and London, 195^. 
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your wish, 

Southey's affair is serious, ft will require time, not 

to write it, to think of it. And in the meantime I must fol

low fsmcy for what I send. You are aware, that young as I 

am, ft intending to do huge things, a good deal of serious 

study is necessary, which takes up a good deal of time. And 

I see with sorrow many men of great talent rendered mere cy

phers by having given up their whole time to scribbling, 

taking no care to lay in a solid foundation of knowledge. 
g -3 

Hazlltt will do for one exsunple. Pen Owen seems to be much 

talked of, and Adam Blair is calling forth the graphic powers 

of a talented young man of the artist tribe. But of this I 

must not yet speak. 

Bracebridge Hall or The Humorists; A Medley, by 
Washington IrvlngT iftls collection of sketches was a sequel 
to the Sketch Book and appeared in 1822 under the pseudonym 
of Geoffrey Crayon. Crowe's review of it appeared in B.M., 
June, 1822. According to William Maginn, Irving revenged 
himself on Crowe in his story, "Notoriety," in Tales of a 
Traveller. "The character of Dribble in W. Irvlngs tales -" 
writes Maginn in a letter to Mr. Blackwood, September 2, 
1824, " -is a good spec, by the by - is in part meant for 
Crowe, who is writhing under it. C. was goose enough to 
boast that he had reviewed Bracebridge Hall in your Mag. ft 
Colbum the same month - Insultingly, ft Geoffry ^rving7 has 
taken this vengeance on him." In "Notoriety." Dribble is 
called "but a mousing owl; a mere groundling" (Washington 
Irving, "Selected Tales" from Tales of a Traveller, ed. by 
Jennie F. Chase. New York, 1922, p. 77. 

^William Hazlltt (1778-I83O), the well-known British 
essayist. 

%ovel by James Hook, brother of Theodore Hook. 
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The Mohawk I have seen, it is wretched, ft being very 

grave ft learned, is doubly stupid. 

I Intended to have informed you when in town, that I 

had written some Articles for the New Monthly,^ but as I had 

formed no connection, nor met, nor talked with any of the 

party, nor knew anything about them but frm general conversa

tion, it was scarce worth mentioning, nor is now, save that 

candour in those matters is best. 

This Instant yr, letter of the 25th is come, and 

thanks for the Chaldee^ - i will certainly fabricate another 

article on Gait - ft will not cease to weave the web of cri

ticism for Maga. 

Yrs most truly 

Eyre E Crowe 

I got a copy of Bracebridge Hall frm cadell's, which 

I will forward by y£, parcel to Edlnborough, 

1 
Probably The London Magazine which, in an article by 

James Scott had called B.M. the Mohock Magazine in December, 
1820. Or, The Mohawks, a long satirical poem by Lady Morgan, 
(?) published by Colburn, London, 1822, and reviewed in B.M.^ 
June, 1822. 

A London monthly established in l8l4 by Henry Col
burn. Under Thomas Campbell, who assumed the editorship in 
1820, the New Monthly became an Important literary organ. 

3 
Probably the famous "̂ Chaldee Manuscript" which, on 

its appearance in an early issue of Blackwood's Magazine, 
created such a furor by its libelous satire that the magazine 
immediately leaped into prominence. Or, possibly, a Chaldee 
grammar or alphabet. 
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If you have not yet forwarded an Ayrshire Legatee^ to my 

friend at Dumbarton, you need not mind it, if tls gone, tis 

no matter. 

1 
Novel by John Gait. 
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London. June 30th 1822 

My Dear Sir 

I have to return you thanks for y£, letter ft remit

tance of the 22nd, I am all impatience to see this Number, 

particularly since I have seen it advertised, the heads of 

articles look inviting, but more of this auion, when I have 

perused it. 

The Article on Southey I gave to Croker to forward 

some time ago. I hope you will like it, which is more than 

I do. For upon reading his poetry attentively, ft comparing 

it, I was not much inclined to write a warm panegyric. There

fore as I felt my good opinion of the poet ebbing, I seized 

the moment while some was left, ft wrote off what you have. 

And if you have taken the trouble to read it, you may have 

perceived, that I grew less favourable toward the conclusion. 
2 

But what is writ is writ, I send a Tale, 

Maga caught hold of the naval public some months since 

by very excellent articles, some serious, ft then the Main of 

War's Man ftc,^ I think this blow should be followed up. 

Apparently Crowe's article on Southey was not pub
lished. See Introduction. 

^I find no "Tale" that indicates Crowe's authorship. 
Apparently it was not accepted. 

^The Man of War's Man, a tale of life aboard a British 
"Man of War" by l)avld Stewart, appeared serially in BJI., 
1821-1822. 
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With respect to the New Monthly, all is as you wish: 

As to being attached to or Interested in such an amphibious, 

featureless thing, it wd̂  be impossible, I have eked out its 

pages, ft It has eked out my purse. Just in a small way. But 

I must write a work for publication, which will supersede all 

infidelity of the kind, however harmless. The first blow is 

half a battle. And if this first step which an author makes 

be a sneaking one, it will require terrible uphill work all 

the rest of his life. We must consider how to set the Thames 

on fire some of these days. To write as good books as most 

that are written would not perhaps be difficult, but still 

it is hard to find one's own road. 

Lady Blessington has Just published a book, "Sketches 

ft Fragments" I'll tell them at Cadell's to send one down, 
2 

I think of sending you some fun about Table Talk in a few 

days ft will also take am opportunity, though now perhaps a 

distant one, of writing a letter about Gait's novels. Croker 

ft I dined in Tavistock Place; we were very pleasant, ft talked 

no shop. Good fun might be made of Lord Dillon's book, "Sir 

Marguerite, Countess of Blessington (1789-1849), 
published her first work. The Magic Lantern, anonymously in 
1822, She and her husband were close friends of Lord Byron's, 
and one of Byron's last minor poems is addressed to her. 
After her husband's death. Lady Blessington took to writing 
to augment her reduced Income, D.N.B. 

2 
Table-Talk; or Original Essays, by William Hazlltt, 

London, TH52T Crowe's review of the book, "Hazlltt's Table-
Talk** appeared in B.M,, August, 1822. 



Richd Maltravers. 
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nl 

2 '^ 

Byron's Advent is very stupid. - Shee the Artist,"̂  

though no great poet, has written an answer to it, in the 

same style, much better. 

Believe me 

Dr Sir, 

Yr/s/ v^rTy truly, 

E.E, Crowe 

The Life and Opinions of Sir Richard Maltravers, an 
gigllsh Gentleman of the 17th, Century, by Lord Dillon. 1822. 
The New Monthly praised this work, 

"The Irish Avatar," privately circulated as "The 
Irish Advent,** Byron sent the satirical poem in a letter to 
Thomas Moore (September 17# 1821) then in Paris, with the 
comment, **The enclosed lines, as you will directly perceive, 
are written by the Rev. W, L, Bowles, Of course, it is for 
him to deny them, if they are not." The occasion of the sa-
tlre was an attack on Moore in John Bull, and the servility 
of the Irish when George IV "entered Dublin in triumph within 
ten days of the death of Queen Caroline." (The Complete Po
etical Works of Byron, edited by Paul E. More, Cambridge, 
1905. pp. 201-204,; In the Noctes Ambrosianae, No, I, B,M,, 
March, 1822, Odoherty says, "The Holland-house gentry are 
chuckling very much over a little tld-blt of blasphemy, sent 
over by a certain learned Lord from Italy, - 'tis call'd the 
"Irish Advent," - 'tis a base parody on the Advent of our 
Savior, ,,," In the Noctes Ambrosianae of July, 1822, in 
which Odoherty, transferred by poetic license to Pisa, spends 
an evening with Byron, Odoherty asks Byron to have Murraiy 
send him a copy of the Irish Advent. Byron replies, "Hush.' 
Hush!" and Odoherty says, "You need not be afraid of me, my 
Lord, I have seen it; there are a dozen copies in existence." 
The poem was first published in 1824, 

3sir Martin Archer Shee (1769-I850), portrait painter, 
elected president of the Royal Academy in I83O. He published 
Commemoration of Reynolds, and other Poems in l8l4, later 
wrote two novels and a play, Alasco, Lord Byron, in English 
Bards and Scotch Reviewers, called him (probably satirically) 
"the poet's rival, but the painter's friend." D.N.B, 
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t send you a Hckler for Kaglitt« which he deserves^ 
1 

ft which 2 hopot you will insert this month, 1!here are allu* 

simis in its which will set everyone that that /f^^^ knows 

him« in a guffaw, Colhum^ I understandi is about to send 

hijn to Italy in a literary speculation, lady Morgan is also 

jahout an Italian Bcanancei a1>Qut Salnttor Rosa* of whioh anonw 

1!his'«Mmth*s Nag« is just the potato - quite the thing 

jimnted« f "^nk hieweyer» there is too much Trench displayed 

about it, tf ̂ ristopher ever shows a tender 8pot« he's un<* 
• I, ^ ;( 

done« the characteristic beauty of Maga^ the ideal of her 

ehanieter has been a powex^ful mixture of acrimony ft good 

humour. And the great thing was that after she displayed th^ 

[first in a stronger degree than any other periodical the 

good humotir was for all that predominant. Anything like 

Sfriousness of retort ought to be avoided, imless it was an 

/ •̂ HaiBlitt's Table-Talk,*• a review of William Hazlltt's 
1illllf-''Vlk3 or Original Bssays^ published by Colbum and Co. 
Wfiiiriippeared In B,W(.. ̂ S^st, 1822. 

Henry Colbum (d. 1833) publisher of the New Monthly. 
8e brought out some of the works of Lady Morgan, Horace 
teith» ̂ o d o r e Rook« etc, 0,̂ ,1̂ , 

^Lady Morgan, nee Sydney Owenson (1783?-1859). See 
letter 2, Florence McCarthy, which caricatured Croker and 
iBarrett, was published in 18l6, Italy, in 1821, and her Life 
of ialvator Rosas in 1823. hSsM,* 
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utter extinguisher. 

But excuse this Impertinence of mine, there are longer 

ft wiser heads about it, ft many of them have, I see, been at 

work for the last No. The worst of it is, they lie by too 

often, ft leave the filling up of the pages to such Balaan-

weavers as myself. 

I was glad to see that long note about Gait, ft the 

recapitulation of John Scott's first attacks - this was want-
1 

ing. 

A visit to the great Island of Edinbiirgh has been 
2 

talked of in one or two of the papers. 

If Pen, as we all suspect hlra, be Theodore, you have 
3 

done him Justice. 

Byron's **Advent" is common, but all who have it, are 

bound up strongly, it is in the stanza ft very like Moore's 

"Monody on Sheridan" but utterly pointless, sui imitation of 

one wd̂ . do for the other. It wd, be impossible to make suiy 

use of having read it, Murray has been so particular in the 

Inserted with Crowe's "Letter of Thanks from an Oc
casional Contributor," B.M., June, 1822, ̂ See letter 27, 
was a long note on Qalt and the early attacks of the New 
Monthly, written by John Wilson. 

2 
"A Visit to the Great Island of Edinburgh, called 

Britain. By Eree Omal," B.M,, J\ine, 1822, probably by Maginn, 
(See Bibliography of ContHFutors to "Blackwood's Magazine" 
from 1817-1825; by Alan Lang Strout, unpublished,; 

•̂•Review of Pen Owen," B,M,, June, 1822, by John 
Wilson, Pen Owen was written by James Hook, brother of Theo
dore Hook. 
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1 

The Quarterly will be interesting, the ^id Article is, 
2 

I perceive, Foscolo's on the Aeollc Dlgamma, 

When De Qulncy publishes his other part of the Opium 

Eater in the London - I was thinking of The Confessions of 

Irish Whiskey Drinkers by way of burlesque. What a thing 
4 

Maginn wd make of it. For Smith's sake, knock another "wild, 

tremendous. Irishman" out of him, as I hear he is to be with 
5 you. 

Remember me to him Sans Ceremonle, 

ft Believe me 

Yrs most truly 

Eyre Evans Crowe. 

"1 

See letter 9. Byron's "Irish Advent," or "The Irish 
Avatar," and Moore's "Lines on the Death of Sh-r-d-n" are 
political satires on George IV, 

2 
"History of the Aeollc Dlgamma," by Ugo Poscolo, 

appeared in The Quarterly Review, July, 1822, Foscolo (l776-
1827)* an Italian writer whose liberal views had embroiled 
him with both French and Italian authorities, was much in
terested in ancient Greek and Roman literature. He contri
buted to various periodicals while living in England after 
I8l6, Letrousse, 

'̂ Thomas De Qulncy (I785-I859). His "Confessions of 
an English Opium Eater" appeared in the London Magazine, 
October and November, I82I, D.N.B. 

4 
William Maginn (1794-1859), one of the most irrepres

sible of the early Blackwood contributors, later editor of 
Fraser'3 Magazine. D.N.B, See Introduction, 

5 
Perhaps Horace Smith. See letter I3, In a review 

of the satirical poem, "The Mohawks," ̂ ee letter 87 B,M,, 
June, 1822, the author, (Starke?) writes: ",,,we are in-
clined to think 'the Mohawks' must have been indited by an 
IrlshMAN, 'a wild tremendous Irishman,'" I have been unable 
to determine the source of his quoted phrase. 
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P.S. I have an idea of getting to the Continent this winter 

if possible, but still with literary views. I cast longing 

eyes toward Italy. 

I shid like to have Southey signed, C.N, the Younger, 

but as you like, 

^See letter 11, 
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July 8th, 1822 

31 - Bedford Street 

Covent Garden 

My Dear Sir 

I am about to ask of you something more than a favour. 

It Is Indeed somewhat startling ft enormous, but nevertheless 

I flatter myself it wd̂  turn to our mutual advsuitage. 

I have been recommended to go southward this winter, 

ft moreover have an ardent desire to visit "the pleasant land 

of Italy," chiefly with a view to literary Improvement. I 

have also resolved on writing something, for which compara

tive seclusion would be necessary — something to build fame 

upon. For these ft other cogent reasons I propose proceeding 

to the South, if possible. And therefore put my Impudent 

face foremost to ask, would it be possible for you to oblige 

me by advancing LlOO at present? 

Tho' now for the most part dependent on literary ex

ertions, I am not without expectations of property, so that 

in the worst case, nothing could be lost. But I shall have 

letters of introduction &c that will enable me to transmit 

communications to you with ease. And whatever I write, as 

it will be more upon literature thsin ainything else will be 

out of the common track of tourification. I have my mind 

employed about a work, that I should hope, would make a noise. 
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lltt Iniliryô  1 ^ ^ be built upon, 

Z havo /f^w^ sometime thinking of asking you this* 

but had not brought mgrself to it till now. If granted, you 

will bind me the more, 

y^, Grateful friend 

lB:$r% Bvans Crowe, 

f,S, I find that Anster ft I have b o ^ quoted the same pas

sage from iouthey about 

*9he Aethiop keen detects ̂ etests|7 ̂ ® i33ony, ^ 

pray erase mine. It is in the article on Southey, ft* if I 

remimd^er aright, is not in consonnance with the serious tone 
1 

of the essay. 

I Should not be aw€^ more than 6 months. 

1 
Apparently Crowe*s contribution was not published. 

See £eitroduction. 
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London l8th July 1822 

% Dear Sir 

I should have answered your kind letter by return of 

post, had I not been delayed in the city too late. Mr. 

Bosanquet cashed the bill immediately for me; so that by 

your prompt ft free assistance, for which I shall be ever 

grateful, I am enabled to realize a project, which before 

appeared to me a dream most unlikely to be enjoyed. 

I set out on Monday for Paris, ft Intend passing im

mediately on for Geneva ft Milan, where I shall most likely 

rest some time. If anything should Induce me, when in France, 

to change this resolution, ft go by Marseilles across to 

Naples, I shall write; but this is very improbable. Foscolo, 

with whom I have luckily grown a sort of favourite, gives me 

letters to all his literary friends, which alone would ren

der my voyage worth undertaking. He is really a very good 

fellow - un bon enfant, quite a child in simplicity and good 

nature. He repeated for me the sonnet of Signer Le Hunto, 

ft nearly made me split my sides with laughing. The Noctes 

he swears, are "the most ridiculous, funny thing in the world," 

and the "Irish Officer" (Odoherty) is his hero de roman, at 

In the Noctes Ambrosianae, BJM., March, 1822, appears 
a sonnet, written In Italian, attrlBTTEed by Odoherty to one 
"Pudgiolo** (Foscolo). It begins, "Signer Le Hunto, gloria 
dl Cocagna" (Mr. Hunt, glory of Cockney-land - ) 
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present. Between us both be it, that I have some idea of 

getting a thundering article from him against the Greeclsts 

of the Quarterly, with whom he is enraged for their late at

tacks on the Athenians ftc - "Those ingenious Goths," he says, 

"that can look at Athens but throtigh the microscope of Aris

tophanes," I pray you be gentle upon Ugo, he is a man of 

genius ft spealcs better thaui he writes. He of course could 

not gain me, ft Indeed wd̂  not, introductions to his enemy, 
1 

Monti, but I have letters from other quarters to him ft the 
2 

Trlvulzlo family. If any thought occurs to you Immediately, 

direct to me Post Restante, Milan. 

I don't know what may be the facilities of seeing or 

receiving Maga in Italy, but I shd,. like to know at any rate 

what articles appear. By the by as to Southey, do what you 

please, if you can make it serviceable by alteration, well 

ft good; but otherwise, I might use of it in after times, re

moulding it ft, therefore in case of its not answering, pray 

enclose It to Croker, who will take care of it for me; as 
3 

it would go astray amidst your ocean of papers. 

^Vlncenzo Monti (1754-1826), celebrated poet, friend 
of Alflerl. Larousse, 

2 
A very old and prominent Milanese family, Enciclo-

pedia Itallana, 

^Crowe's article on Southey was not published (see 
letters 10, 11) in B,M,, possibly because, as Maginn com
plained In a letter"To Mr, Blackwood, they had already pub
lished too much abuse of Southey, Mrs. Cooke^ p. 251. 
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Croker will write any chit chat he may hear. I hope 

you will post him a letter now ft then. Deacon one of the 

London, has been Just with me, he tells me that Talfourd^ 

ft Geo. Soane*̂  do most of the business for T. ft H, Campbell's^ 

annoyed at yr. last, ft they all seem or pretend to be unable 

to devlne what is meant by the Reverend Divine etc, Campbell 

cannot rest in his present purgatory; Some random articles 

6 
of Horace Smith's have called forth a shower of private let

ters, exhortations, expostulations ftc. against him, for prop-

ogatlng Infidel principles ftc. ft he is in a fume. Poor fel

low, he is to be pitied. 

William Frederick Deacon (1799-1845), Journalist and 
author. He later (I837-I839) wrote a series for B.M. called 
"The Picture Gallery.*̂  D.N.B. 

2 
Thomas Noon Talfourd (1795-1854), Judge and author. 

He wrote theatrical criticism for the New Monthly for several 
years, and was an Intimate of Lamb, Coleridge, Godwin, Haz
lltt, etc. He is best known for his Memoirs of Charles Lamb. 
D.N.B. 

3 
Oeorge Soane (1790-1860), younger son of the archi

tect Sir John Soane, was a miscellaneous writer and transla
tor. D.N.B. 

4 
Taylor and Hessey, publishers, 

^Thomas Campbell (1777-1844) editor of the New Monthly, 
author of "Pleasures of Hope," "Gertrude of Wyoming," etc, 
D.N,B. 

Horatio Smith (1779-1849), known as Horace. Together 
with his brother, James, he published "Rejected Addresses" 
in 1812, which brought much contemporary recognition. These 
"Addresses" were parodies of the most popular poets of the 
day in the guise of imaginary works prepared in competition 
for a prize offered on the reopening of the Drury Lane Theatre. 
Smith aided Campbell in the New Monthly and Scott in tlie London 
Magazine. D.N.B. 
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The Americans are all mad with us ft the Quarterly. 

Irvine has gone to Germany. By the by, in any controversy, 

it may be as well for you to know who the author was of that 

very good article against the Americans, in an early no. of 
2 

the New Monthly, that occasioned Everett's reply, ft Campbell's 

rejoinder In the shape^of a preface. The writer of the article 
3 

was young Curran. ? 
4 

I was most obliged to you for Hope's letters. He has 
5 

got off well, I was glad to see Canning bestir himself, I 

1« ^ Perhaps a misspelling for Irving, Washington Irving 
had been living in England for some years, and spent the 
winter of 1822-23 at the court of King Frederick in Dresden, 
Encyclopedia Brltannlca, 1946. 

"On the Complaints in America Against the British 
Press," The New Monthly Magazine and Literary Journal, Vol. 
I, 1821, pp. 145-155. 

• 3 
Possibly a son of John Philpot Curran, Irish Judge. 

William Henry Curran was a member of the Irish Bar and his 
father's biographer, D,N.B, 

4 
Perhaps John Hope (1794-1858), Scottish Judge, who 

wrote A Letter to Francis Jeffrey, Esq.. Editor of the Edin
burgh Review, by an Anti-Reformist, in imi, and Letter to 
the_Honourable James Abercromby, M.P., 1822, or Thomas Hope 
(1770-1531J» author of Anastasius, which Byron is said to 
have wept on reading because he had not written it and Hope 
had, B,M. ridiculed the notion that Hope could have written 
it, anTTTope replied in a letter to B.M. claiming authorship. 
(X, p. 312.) D.N.B. 

5 
George Canning (1770-1827), Tory statesman and 

foreign Minister. In April, 1822, he moved for leave to 
bring in a Bill to restore to Roman Catholic Peers their 
right of sitting and voting in Parliament. A "Letter from 
a Protestant Layman To Christopher North, Esq. on Mr. Can
ning's Speech, and on the Letter of the Catholic Layman" 
appeared in B,M., July, 1822. 
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must plead not guilty as to the Symposium Ambroslanum. I 
7 

leave for you something about Mad. De Stael's politics. 

Pray don't let any use be made of what I said concem-
8 

ing Fudglolo. I have never met a wight praise Maga so highly. 

I enclose the bill accepted. 

Believe me 

Yrs, gratefully 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

6 
"Metricum Symposium Ambroslanum," B,M,, July, 1822, 

Signed "Paddy," this article was written by William Maginn 
and others. Although Crowe used the signature "Paddy (Dub
lin)" with his "Moore's Irish Melodies,'^ B.M., January, 1822, 
this letter proves he did not write the July article, 

'Crowe's article, "On the Politics of De Stael" was 
published in B,M,, November, 1822, 

8 Evidently a pet name for Ugo Foscolo, See letter 10, 
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Paris - July 3 1 ^ 1822 -

My Dear Sir 

Little, I fear, in the way of contribution will accom-
1 

pany this, Paris is a hacknled subject, ft my thoughts are 

too scattered to apply to any but passing objects. Having 

an opportunity however, I must write, Leigh Hunt has arrived 

at Genoa ft of course proceeds Immediately to Pisa, where 

Byron has given him apartments in his palace, Leigh was for 

some time delayed at Gibraltar for want of funds, but at 

length got out, I understand that owing to the mental exer

tion Imposed on him by the Indicator, he was obliged to give 

up all writing ft even reading for some months previous to 

his departure. So that it is not unlikely that the connec

tion between him ft Byron arose out of a request or offer on 

his part. Shelley most positively denies having anything to 

do with the proposed business of the periodical work, ft by 

the by Hor. Smith is m6U»velously indignant at the charge made 
2 

against him in Maga of being concerned in it. I know him a 

little ft he seems not very much Inclined to that side of the 

"Letter from Paris," B.M., August, 1822. The letter 
is short, and carries the same date as above. 

^In "London Chit-Chat," B.M., March, 1822: "...the 
Plsan Journal.,,is to be edlted"Tn" London by Mr, John Hunt 
of the Examiner, The author of 'Amarynthus, the Nympholept,* 
/Horace SmltJ^ it is suspected, will be one of the contri
butors ," 
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question. Chas. Lamb has been to Paris, but his sister un

fortunately became deranged on the road, ft is here in a 

maison de sante. I was astonished to hear, that Ella was 

not once sober during his stay in Paris. Tls astonishing, 

people so open to attack will go to war; however all I say, 

is mere chit-chat; I shd, be sorry to see any use made of it, 

except in the way of fair reprisal, Carey, I now understand, 

is the principal man in the London; it is he who writes those 

notices of the early French poets, Hamilton Reynolds is also 

mentioned as chiefly concerned, but I doubt if he can be one 
2 

of the kirk of Shot Pilgrims. Warren gave him a hundred 

pounds for a poem called "The Garden of Florence," Horace 

Smith told me, that it was Peake ft Reynolds who wrote his 

last entertainment for Mathews,^ I write them down haphazard, 

as I shd[ certainly forget them, ft it may be of some slight 

advantage or at least amusement to hear of them. I am so 

hurried, only delaying here three or four days, ft those all 

Henry Francis Gary (1772-1844) wrote a series of 
notices and translations of the early French poets for the 
London Magazine, November, 1821, to April, 1824, These were 
later collected and published under the title The Early French 
Poets, Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature. 

2 
Hamilton Reynolds (1796-1864), poet, friend of Keats. 

He wrote an anticipatory parody of Wordsworth's "Peter Bell." 
The Kirk of Shot was the scene of "The Tent" in BJM., Septem
ber, 1819. 

^Richard Brinsley Peake (1792-1847), dramatist, son 
of Richard Peake who was in the treasury office of Drury Lane 
Theatre. He is said to have written most of the "At Homes" 
given by Charles Mathews at the Adelphl from l829 on. Dî B. 
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taken up either with friends or passport-hunting, that I 

have scarcely time to scribble this. I set off immediately 

for Geneva, ft make but little stay any where till my arrival 

in Milan, 

Believe me 

Dr Sir 

Your Sincere ft grateful 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

Philibert Grattan has set up a magazine here in opposition 
2 

to Galignani»s. If you could get any bookseller here to sell 

Maga at no very additional price many would be sold. As a 

great nvimber have questioned me about it. But Galignani wd̂  

be against any thing of the kind; ft the difficulty of adver

tising might be great. If you know of any one going to Italy 

that wd̂  trouble themselves with the new No, of Maga, pray 

send me one. But this is Improbable, 

Thomas Galley Grattan (1796-1864) wrote a poetical 
novel, Philibert, in l8l9. A friend of Irving, Moore, 
Beranger, etc., he lived in France, and contributed to the 
New Monthly. I find no mention of his publishing a magazine 
in Paris. Larousse: Grand Dietionalre Unlversel. 

2 
See letter 5. 
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Paris - Rue Chautereau No 19 

March 11th Z^82^ 

Dr. Sir, 

How Maga goes on I cannot have the least idea, having 

for these 8 or 9 months seen nothing more than her advertise

ments. I am busy for her, ft will send in some way or other, 
1 2 

a review of Foscolo's Petrarch in a few days. My novel 

occupies me, it will be in three volumes, but as a man's 

character depends so much on his first blow, I cannot promise 

it sooner than five months hence. You have been extremely 

confiding ft generous to me, ft I am grateful, so as to rest 

fully contented with your arranging every thing ft recompens

ing me according to your own Judgment, But I must beg of 

you to consider the novel apart, ft to put the 1100 you ad

vanced me, its Interest ftc, to the account of the novel -

that thus I may receive something for my contributions to 

Maga in the meantime, to help me on awhile. And at the pres

ent moment I am so exhausted, that whatever you can send me 

will be of the greatest use; I trust you will answer this 

"Foscolo on Petrarch" appears in B.M., May, 1823. It 
is a review of Essay on the Love, Poetry, and Character of 
Petrarch, by Ugo Foscolo. Murray, 1822. 

2 
vittorla Colonna. This novel, which was to be the 

cause of later dissension between Crowe and Blackwood's, was 
finally published in I827 under the title Vittorla Colonna; 
a Tale of Rome in the Nineteenth Century. 
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soon, - Pray, if you can, send me some books, the Lairds of 

Grlppy, the Commentary on Dante, ft Carey's translation,^ 

from which I wd[ make a careful article, as under the sun of 

Italy, ft while running about, I could not be so steady ft at

tentive, as I here can. I wd, remain here some time for the 

reason I mentioned - documents for my novel, ft conversation 

with French acquaintances is more useful than volumes in that 

respect. 

Believe me 

Dr Sir 

Yrs gratefully ft slnce^el/y 

E.E.C. 

P.S. The London receives frequent contributions from a friend 
4 

of theirs, yclepted Mac Farlane, resident at Naples. 

1 
The Entail; or the Lairds of Grlppy, by John Gait, 

Edinburgh, 1522, 
2 
A Comment on the Divine Comedy of Dante Alllghleri, 

by Count Taaffe, printed in Italy in Byron's press for Murray, 
1822. 

Henry Francis Gary (1772-1844) translated in blank 
verse The Inferno, I805-6, and The Vision, or Hell, Purgatory 
and Paradise in Tol4. Cambridge Bibliography of Englisn 
Literature, 

4 
Charles Macfarlane (d, I858), miscellaneous writer, 

native of Scotland, From I8I6 to 1827 he lived in Italy and 
travelled extensively through every part, A prolific writer, 
his works were principally histories and historical novels. 
D,N,B. 
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May 30th /TQ2]^ 

11 Chapel St. 

Grosvenor Square 

I'll send you an ode, written by Manzonl, author of Carmag-
1 

nola ftc, unpublished. 

Dr. Sir 

I must acknowledge ft return thanks for yr last enclo

sures. You see I have changed lodgings, wishing to be near 

a walk in the park, ft be out of the way of idlers. 

The novel you shall have early next season, but as to 

showing the Mss., I never showed an Article before its con

clusion that I finished afterwards. Besides, as I write I 

leave copy rough, wishing to have two months oblivion between 

writing ft revlsal. 

I send you a little /?7 began in Paris, a letter 

frm Italy shall follow in a day or two, that may occupy four 

or five pages. I meditate long articles on Italian ft other 

literature for you. 

^Alexandre Manzonl, (1784-1873), celebrated goet of 
Milan, wrote the tragedy, Comte de Carmagnola, in 1820. 
Larousse. 

^Symbol for "article?" 
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The Noctes are kept up with spirit, I am glad to see, 

ft yr enemies allow it. I think I could get a new vol, of 
1 

Beranger»s best songs, 
2 

Carey ft Taaffe must wait, till my further knowledge 

of Italian literature allows me to detail the variations ftc. 

of Dante's fame. -Carey is no poet, tho' a faithful drudge 

of a translator, ft Taaffe is a very acute fool Indeed. 

Carey's replies in the London are weak, I must have an 

Article on Rose's Ariosto,-^ Anster ft Maturin - poor fellows, 
4 

I was shocked on my return to hear their melancholy mishaps. 

And Haydon, poor fellow, is in the Fleet, his pictures ft 
5 

everything sold. 

For myself I am about to be fortunate, a rich great 

grand-uncle being about to die. 

Yr ever devoted 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

Pierre-Jean de Beranger (178O-I857), French song 
writer and ardent Republican. Larousse, An account of his 
trial for having published seditious songs is given in "The 
Parisian Mirror, Letter I," (Crowe?) B.M,, February, 1822, 

2 John, or Count Taaffe was associated with Byron auid 
Shelley in Italy. Volume I of his Comment on the Divine 
Comedy of Da-nte was printed in Italy and published by Murray 
in 1522. T^e Works of Lord Byron, Letters and Journals, ed. 
by Rowland E, Prothero, Vol. v. Murray, London, 1922. 

William Stewart Rose (1775-1843) translated Ariosto's 
Orlando Purloso, 1823-31, and Bolardo's Orlando Innamorato, 
1825. 

4 r 
See letter 16. 
%enjamln Robert Haydon (1786-1846), painter and 

writer, best known for his Immense canvasses, particularly 
Christ's Entry Into Jerusalem, into which he put portraits 
of Keats, Wordsworth, and other friends. He was imprisoned 
for debt in I823. The Letters of John Keats, ed. Maurice 
Buxton Forman. Oxford, 1952. 
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&*Xu««ll h u }nt l«rt a 9>rd tfitih me, I luppoM on tb. 

•atgHMM 

1 •'•' 

Isaae S* Israeli (1766**̂ l848)« father of Benjamin 
Hsrtoliy the frii^ Minister, ; In a letter from f. Crofton 
Croker to Mr, Blackwood dated April t8, 1823« Croker quotes 
D* Israeli regarding the young writer of letters from Italy* 
as follows t *t̂ hey characterisie a young Man of geniusj whose 
ardour promises i»lginality and power« whenever he shall be 
so fortioiate as to fix on a subject which may concentrate 
his vointile ai^J^its «r*but I grow old and trite every day: 
««on the whole the letters themselves are truly delislhtful — 
his loealii^pressions are vivid and this is saying much for 
the Traveller of a path without novelty,** 

' • % ^ • • • ' - • • . 

• • * • • * • ' ' • • 

;<>:.! 

' • • • • ; . i ! . , 
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11 Chapel St. 

Sunday 8th June ^ 8 2 ^ 

Dr Sir, 

I last night recd̂  yr letter of the 3rd and Reginald, 

for which many thanks. I am exceedingly annoyed at being 

compelled to set off tomorrow for Dublin by imperative busi

ness. Tired of rambling as I was ft Just considering myself 

settled for some time, I am quite out of sorts: but perhaps 

will sit down in old Trinity to finish my novel without stir

ring frm the sod. But I've a command of franks from Dublin, 

ft will pester you as usual with contributions. Though I regret 

not being able to be here ft fight your battles with the Cock

neys. Two notices of Reginald (which I will read in the 

coach shall be written forthwith, ft forwarded, one to Mr. 
2 

Cadell, another to Dr. Stodart, who, I think, will print it 

for the love he bears thee, —More, as I can apply them. 

Though truly as far as I am known in the "glorious company 

of reporters," I am ill-looked upon, as one not sufficiently 
3 

respecting the top row of St. Stephen's Gallery.-̂  Besides I 

Reginald Dalton, a Story of English University Life, 
by John Gibson Lockhart, Edinburgh, 1523. 

^Slr John Stoddart (1773-1854), London Journalist, 
started The New Times, lasting from 1817-I828. From the 
scurrilous attack on him by William Hone, he was sometimes 
called "Dr, Slop." D.N,B. 

The gallery where reporters sit in the House of Com
mons, 
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am a monthly scribbler, and the dalleys /sic7 have ever a 

hatred to the monthlies, ft are thirsty to arm against us, 

"'Be it so," as Byron says, 

Yr. last is a good niimber - the Noctes excellent. The 

Viscount is well dissected, if a shade were worth the knife, 
2 

And as to Barry, he is as flat of late, as his name-sake, 
3 

O'Meara, tho' for the love I bear the Muses I wish the poet 

were as well married as the surgeon. The Quarterly have been 

too hard upon Napoleon, shamefully so - they are as bigoted 

as if Southey bellowed his war-articles still thru' their 

"horn." 

I shall cut my throat, if my trip makes me miss you 

or Maginn. I send you what you see. Pray, put the enclosed 

in the office; ft if there be anything particular, direct to 

me, care of the Revifl Dr, Handcock, 52 Marlboro St, Dublin. 

"The Vlcomte de Soligny," B.M., May, I823, a review 
of Letters on England, by Victolre, Count de Soligny. Trans-
lated from the original MSS. London, Henry Colburn and Co., 
1823. 

2 
Barry Cornwall, pseudonym of Bryan Waller Procter 

(1787-1874), poet, founder of the London Magazine in I820. 
'Remarks on Mr. Barry Cornwall's New Poems, in B.M., May, 
1823, was a review of The Flood of Thessaly. ThenSTrl of 
Provence, and other Poems, by Barry Cornwall. London, Col
bum and Co., 1523. 

"3arry Edward O'Meara (1786-I836), surgeon who attended 
Napoleon at St. Helena until replaced by Lowe. In 1822 he 
published Napoleon In Exile: or a V̂ f.̂ ^ from St. Helena which 
strongly denounced the treatment of Napoleon by the government. 
The work created a sensation, and Croker, in the Quarterly Re-

103: 
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You don't seem to have heard of poor Anster*s mishap. I 

never was so shocked. He ft Maturin, both deranged. Don't 

mention their naimes. 
2 

Bestir yourself about Ireland. Shlel's articles in 

the New Monthly attract attention there. The fellow is speak

ing speeches every day in direct opposition to his contribu

tion to Colburn — abusing the Lord Lieutenant in one, prais

ing him in another. It would be easy to blow him up. You 

must. You should offer any money for a good article on the 

state of parties in Ireleuid, I am not able to do anything 

of the kind, at least for the time, I'll do what I can in 
3 

Trinity to annoy the Grangers! 

Thine ever 

on the move 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

John Anster (see letter 2) and Charles Robert Maturin 
(1782-1824), novelist and dramatist, p,N,B, On April 28, 
1823, T, Crofton Croker wrote to Mr, Blackwood: "I have 
heard the other day from Dublin that Maturin the Author was 
Just consigned to the precincts of a Madhouse." 

Richard Lalor Shell (1791-1851), Irish dramatist and 
politician. Among his contributions to the New Monthly Maga-
zine was a series of "Sketches of the Irish Bar" written in 
coTTaboration with W. H. Curran in I823. He agitated for 
Catholic Emancipation and was among the first Catholics ad
mitted to the inner bar. D.N.B. 

^An association of Irish Protestants who derived their 
name, though not their Intolerance, from William III. They 
were strongly opposed to Catholic Emancipation. Encyclopedia 
Brltannlca, 1946. 
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Dublin July 12th I823. 

Dr. Sir 

I Just learn from Croker, that I have missed the plea

sure of meeting you ft Dr. Maginn in London. I am most un

lucky. 

I write this chiefly to beg of you to send me a penny, 

as I have been ill ft feeing since my arrival here. Pray di

rect to me care of the Revd̂  Dr. Handcock - 52 Marlbrough St. 

Dublin, 

This is the 12th of July yet I learn no more, tho' 
2 

some say the statue of K,W, is to be blown up with James's 

powders, how true I know not. 

The papers in the New Monthly I told you were by Shlel, 

/sicZ are here confidently reported to be by a man named 

Mahon*̂  of Cork, I however, still think them Shlel's. 

Believe me 

Yr faithful1 

E.E. Crowe 

William Maginn, in a letter to Blackwood, /7l5 July 
l82j^ writes: "I have to apologize to you for opening a let
ter. I did not know that it was directed to you ft it was 
left on my table by the waiter at the Somerset; I took it for 
granted it was for me on honour I did not read a word of it, 
beyond the first sentence. I perceive however it is from 
Crowe, who has the pox in Dublin." Mrs. Cooke, p. 358. 

^Probably King William. 

^See letter 12, Charles James Patrick Mahon (18OO-
1891), Irish politician, strong supporter of Catholic Emanci
pation, D,N.B. 
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18 

July 22nd, Dublin /TQ2^ 

My Dear Sir 

Hearing from Croker that you were in London, I ad

dressed a letter there to you in hopes it would have caught 

you. But I suppose it was too late. In it I remember having 

begged you to send me a penny. Allow me to repeat the re

quest, as perhaps you have not received my first. I enclose 

you another letter from Italy, I regret exceedingly that my 

having been dragged so suddenly over here on Important busi

ness prevented me from the pleasure of meeting with you as 

well as with Dr, Maginn, as well as from executing any little 

literary business you required of me. 

Here I am more busy with the volumes than for the 

columns. But I must send you something, Dublin, I find, is 

an atmosphere more congenial to your publication thaji London, 
1 

Adam Blair & Reginald, as well as Gait's novels, are here 

with Maga in everybody's hand, ft criticized as currently as 
2 

those of the Unknown, 

What bookseller is yr, agent here, Hodges ft MacArthur 

are not, nor Millikan, of the two other respectable ones — 

Mahon ft Archer, which are. Pray write me soon. Nay 

By John Gibson Lockhart. 

Sir Walter Scott was so called. 
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immediately, if possible, to the care of the Revd Dr. Hand

cock, 52 - Marlborough St. Dublin, I-^eland/ 

Believe me 

Yrs truly 

Eyre Evans Crowe 
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Zl82y 

Letter from Italy - No. 9 

My Dear North, 

I believe I left you, like another Catiline, on Ju-

gartha, on the Gemonian stairs or in the Tullian prison; the 

waters of St. Peter's well therein must have proved most salu

tary to your gout, so let us descend to the Triumphal Way to

gether, ft through the arch of Severus into the Forum. In 

the days of "'Valerius," this is what we would have done, but 

old Rome having died the death of one of her own Vestals, ft 

having been burled alive, we would be much more likely to 

walk over Severus's arch thajn under it, were the way smooth. 

This arch, however, has been completely uncovered, the earth 

excavated all around it, ft built up by a circular wall, over 

which we lean, with our heads about on a level with the key

stone of the arch, looking down upon the old pavement once 

passed by the triumphal cars. All the world, I suppose, 

even those who have not seen the Carousel, know the form ft 

fashion of the triumphal arches —that of Septimius Severus 

consists of one principal arch ft two lateral ones, surmounted 

in the usual way; its dimensions will afford the best idea 

of it. Its entire height is nearly 70 feet; its breadth 

somewhat more, which from its base to the keystone of the 

great arch it measures about 90 perhaps 4 ^ feet. It was 

TEXAS TFcKNDr.OCrCAL COLLEGE UKillilX 
LUUlfULii, i L \ . u i 
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erected, as the inscription, of which though the brass let

ters have disappeared, yet their sockets still render it 

legible. Imparts, by the Senate ft Roman people to Septimius 

Severus for his victories in the East. The bas reliefs on 

each side, which are so rude ft so much censored, represent 

the Emperor's achievements, ft they may be seen completely 

elucidated in the 3rd Book of Herodlass. The arch is of the 

composite order of architecture, ft very superior in style to 

the more inferior remains that surround it. 

Having passed the Arch of Severus, we are in the Forum, 

ft certainly at the corner of it. That in form it was an ob

long square we know, but whether its length ran at right 

angles or lay parallel with the Capltolian ridge, has been 

disputed. The latter supposition is by far the best, ft in

deed now the only one supported, so that I may at once adopt 

it. As we advance from the Arch of Severus into the Forum -

without an eye to antiquity, the stranger merely perceives 

that he has wandered into an irregular kind of square or 

place, surrounded by temples, scattered with columns, mangled 

with excavations, ft broken by the palisades erected in order 

to keep the curious ft the negligent from visiting or falling 

into such. A double row of trees, inclosing a kind of prom

enade, leads up from the arch of Severus to that of Titus, 

while opposite the South Western end of the Capltoline hill, 

rises the Palatine, on one side laid out in the fanciful 

garden work of the Farnese gardens, ft on the other faced 
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with the arches ft substruction of the Cesar's palaces sur

mounted by the ivy ft the vine. It is to be observed that 

now the Palatine hill seems to rise opposite but to one end 

of the Capltoline; this, however, could not have seemed the 

case in the original state of the soil, for were the ground 

levelled from the base of the arch of Titus to that of the 

Temple of Antonlus ft Faustina, the Palatine hill would seem 

to extend nearly as far as the Capltoline, At present the 

Fomim has risen up to a level with the lower part of the 

Palatine, ft Instead of being immediately ft indisputably as

certained as lying between the two hills, it is shifted ft 

laid out according to the whims of an hundred builders of 

hypothesis. 

To return to the arch of Severus, at right angles 

with which runs one end of the Forum, ft to observe this end, 

the only remains of antiquity that appear, are what one anti

quarian fix as the Basilica of Paulus AElmlllus, The author 

of "Rome in the 19th Century** is Justly indignant at finding 

this **bam" pawned upon him (or her) as "one of the most 

splendid works of republican Rome," Paulus AEmilius certainly 

did not build with brick; had the ruin been of tufus or trav-

ertina, the conjecture might pass. The remaining space of 

Charlotte Ann Waldle, afterwards Mrs, Eaton (1788-
1859)* published Rome in the Nineteenth Century, Constable, 
1820, anonymously"! She was later credited with Crowe's 
novel, Vittorla Colonna, a Tale of Rome in the Nineteenth 
Century"! The similarity of titles probably explains the error 
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this end of the Forum is still occupied much in the same man

ner in which it was in the amcient times. The taberno, or 

little shops of the Forum stood there of old, from one of 

which Vlrglnlus snatched the fatal knife to save the honor 

of his child. Shops they are still - among the rest I remem

ber well a stone-cutter's and a wheel-wrlght's by whose ham

mers my contemplations have been more than once Interrupted, 

In marking out the limits of the Forum, if we have 

found one corner in the arch of Septimius Severus, we may 

fix the other in the direction of the promenade at a point 

this side of the remains of the Temple of Antonlus ft Faustina, 

as these are noted as having been outside the Forum, At 

this imaginary point the Forum was entered by the sacred way 

through the arch of Fablus. The via sacra proper, began at 

the arch of Constantlne, ft ended here at the Fabian arch, 

not entering the Forum; but the name of via sacra is a thou

sand times applied by old writers to a way, inside, ft pass

ing through the Forum; but which direction it took, or 

whether it was precisely the Via Triumphalis, is difficult 

to determine. The Triumphal way, as laid down by Donatl, 

passed from the Theater of Marcellus through the circus, 

round the Palatine, under the arch of Constantlne, ft so by 

^Alessandro Donatl (l584-l64o), distinguished teacher 
of rhetoric at Rome, whose Roma Vetus et Recens, utriusque 
AEdificlls ad Erudltam Cognltlonem Exposltis, Romae, lb33, 
was re-edited many times. Enclclopedia Itallana! 
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the sacred way to the Forum, which it traversed circuitously 

to the Capitol. With the respect to the sacred way within 

the Forum, Its course must depend upon what end of the Capl

toline hill stood the arx or citadel, which it led to: the 

words of Varus are precise, he says it was called sacra, as 

by it were borne the sacred stores to the Capitol beginning 

"via, quo pertlnet in arcem." From this one would be in

clined to adopt the hypothesis supported in the last Quarter-
2 

ly, which places the citadel on the end now occupied by the 

church ft convent of Ara Coell, whither the via sacra would 

lead in a straight line from the Fabian arch; but this said 

hypothesis is otherwise so untenable, so irreconclllable, 

especially with what we know of the Tarpelan rock attached 

to the citadel, that it may at once be dismissed. Its most 

probable ascent seems to be the newly discovered paved way 

between the temple of Fortune ft Tonans ft this may be the via 

quo pertlnet in arcem; and as the Triumphal one, I can have 

no doubt but that it passed under the arch of Severus, as 

Marcus Terentlus Varro (116-27 B.C.) In his De Lingua 
Latlna appears ",,.hinc oritur caput Sacrae Viae ab Strenlae 
sacello quae pertlnet in arcem" - "from here starts the be
ginning of the Sacred Way, which extends from the Chapel of 
Strenla to the citadel," The Loeb Classical Library, Varro, 
Book V, 47-48, p, 44. 

2 
Ihe hypothesis was set forth in the review of A De

scription of the Antiquities and other Curiosities of Rome, 
by tne Rev. Edward Burton, M.A. Student of Christ Church, 
which appeared in the Quarterly Review, October, l822, 
ft January, I823, Vol. Wflll, pp. 3^5-332. 
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well as under that of Titus, for, as I before observed, there

in four horses abreast need never have been so riveted to

gether in harness, as not to have contrived to pass two ft 

two through the Triumphal arches; and Rome bears record of 

mesuier shifts. 

Another hypothesis of the author of the above-mentioned 

article as well as of the writer of "Rome in the 19th Century," 

is that the Via sacra did not pass under the arch of Titus, 

but went behind the Temples of Venus ft Rome ftc. by a low ft 

circuitous path to the Fabian arch. The parties take this 

opinion from Nardinl, to whom it is now the fashion to re

cur; their arguments on the point seem to be not more niomer-

ous ft cogent than his ^ "non sarebbe decentamente fabricate, 
2 

I'arco su la volta d'una strada," and so he pushes the poor 

Via sacra out of its natural course beneath the arch, because 

indeed it was not decent to build the arch upon a turn: the 

turn, however, is not near so great as in the proposed amend

ment. The other objection is that the arch of Titus is on 

a height, above the level of the Forum, ft arguing similarly 

to the other, that it would be more Decent for the via sacra 

Famlano Nardinl (d. 1664), Italian archeologist. His 
Roma Antigua was the first methodical work done on the an-
clent topography of Rome. It was re-edited many times, notably 
by Nlbby, Rome, l8l8. A New General Biographical Dictionary, 
Hugh James Rose, London, 1553• (Hereafter cited as Rose's 
Dictionary,) 

2 
"the arch would not be decently constructed on the 

bend of a road." 
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to go along the flat, low way, than to ascend to the arch. 

This one argument disproves at once their hypothesis, as in 

every quotation in which the sacred way is mentioned as lead

ing from the Forum, it is called the declivity, the sacred 

declivity - Horace has "per sacrum cllvium," —Aconlus, 
2 

"cum ab sacra via descendens," —and Martial, 

*Quauc»ls iter? dlcam, vlclnum Castora canae 

Translbls Vestae vlrglneamque domum 

Inde sacro veneranda petes Palatla cllvo, 
3 

Plurlma qua suraml fulget imago duels," 

How could such a blunder have been committed in the 

"Plan of the Forum" attached to "Rome in the 19th Century," 

as to have placed the three "Disputed Coltimns" running at 

right angles. Instead being parallel with the Capltoline 

ridge and the length of the Forum! The arch of Severus too 

is nearer the Capltoline than the Temple of Jupiter Tonans -

the Forum is made nearly square - ft the Coliseum placed much 

more distant from Severus's arch than the Tiber is. The 

Comltlus or three Columns are much nearer Severus's arch than 

"along the sacred slop^" Loeb, Horace, Odes, IV, 11, 
21' 
^^ 2 

"When we come down from the sacred way" 

^••YOU ask the way? I'll tell you. You will pass the 
temple of Castor near time-honoured Vesta, and the house of 
the Vestals, Thence by the Sacred Slope you will make for 
the august Palatine, where gleams many a statue of our illus
trious Commander," Loeb, Martial, Epigrams, LXX, Book I, 
p. 72. 



56 

they are to Titus's. Yet here we find them halfway between, 

thus the Forum Is made too broad: the Temple of Antoninus 

is much too high up, too distant from the Forum, and the 

Baths of Titus seem no more accurately placed. But the author 

or authoress of these agreeable volumes is more at home amidst 

specimens of the fine arts than in examining the remains of 

antiquity. Indeed all English travellers seem to slight or 

ill-use the Forum - Forsyth enters it but to deal a blow at 
2 

the Cicerone tribe, ft the author above-mentioned for little 

more. The Quarterly makes the same complaint of Mr, Burton -
3 

Mathews observed nothing there but the speediest method of 
4 

sticking pigs, - Eustace goes down on his marrow bones to 

the idols that be - ft as for Lady Morgan the only record she 

has left of her feelings ft research, is the exclamation of 

"Oh, Jasus, where am I going," as someone led her to the 

Tarpelan rock: the expression may be natural ft lively, but 

Joseph Forsyth (1763-I815) wrote Remarks on Antiqul-
ties. Arts, and Letters, during an Excursion in Italy in EETe 
Years 18C$-6j. ft.N.B, 

2 
Formerly, the learned antiquarians who show and ex

plain to foreigners the antiquities suid curiosities of the 
country. Now, any guide who conducts visitors to museums etc. 
Encyclopedia Brltannlca, Vol, 5> p. 698. (1956) 

Henry Matthews (1789-I828), Judge and traveller, pub
lished in 1820 his Diary of an Invalid, an account of his 
travels in Italy, Switzerland, and France. D.N.B, 

4 
John Chetwoode Eustace (I762 ? -I815), Irish classi

cist, published in I813 his A Tour Through Italy, called in 
the third edition of 1815 A Classical Tour Through Italy. 
D.N.B. 
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of its being altogether classic I have doubts. - Look to her 

"Italy," Sir, for I see you believe me not. After all. Kit, 
1 

Hobhouse is the most acute fellow that has given us anything 

on the remains of Rome - ft I wish from my soul that he would 

make better speeches, nobler at least; ft less currish, for 

tho» talent be not at our disposal, taste is. 

Proceeding strait from the arch of Severus to a point 

something this side of the Temple of Antoninus, we have tra

versed one end of the Forum, and from that point, where stood 

the Fabian arch, we turn at right angles ft proceed up the 

side, the Palatine side of the Forum, ft having ascertained 

the breadth, the length can be marked as, according to Vitru-
2 

vlus, one third more. In the middle of the Palatine side, 

stand three disputed columns, long esteemed by architects as 

the most beautiful specimens of the smcient Corinthian, (tho' 

Mars Ultore is much more perfect) ft known to them under the 

name of the Temple of Jupiter Stator. If we read the com

mencing chapters of Livy, we would from them be inclined to 

Cam Hobhouse (1786-I869), writer, Byron's executor, 
active sind strenuous supporter in the House of Commons of 
every measure of reform, occasional contributor to the Edin
burgh Review. His Historical Illustrations of the Fourth 
daxizo of Chllde Harold contained a dissertation on the ruins 
of Rome. D.TTB: 

2 
Marcus Vltruvlus Polllo, Roman architect and engineer 

who lived in the first century, author of a treatise on arch
itecture, De Archltectura Llbrl Decern. Michael Angelo and 
others were careful students of his work. Encyclopedia 
Brltannlca, 1958. 
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place Jupiter Stator much further westward between the Pala

tine ft Capltoline hills, but knowing, as we do, that if it 

now stood, it would not seem to stand between them, is an

other proof that our end of the Palatine is lost by the fill

ing up of the Forum. The Temple of Jupiter Stator must in 

fact have been at the very South Eastern extremity of the 

Forum, near the Fabian arch or Mugonlan gate, a position al

together irreconclllable with the three columns. It is said 

by Plutarch In his life of Cicero, to have stood at the 

head of the Sacred Way, where it ascended to the Palatium, 
2 

ft Dyonlslus says it was built at the Btugonlan gate, by the 

side of what was called the Regia) 

—Haec sunt fora Caesarls, Inqult. 

Haec est a sacris quae via nomen habet. 

Hie locus est Vestae qui Pallada servat ft Igem 

Haec fult antlqul regia, parva Numae 

Inde petens dextram. Porta est, alt, ista Palatl, 
3 

Hie Stator, hoc primum condita Roma loco est." 

^Plutarch's Lives, Cicero, XVI, 1-4. Loeb, Vol. VII, 
p. 121. 

^Dlonyslus of Hallcarnassus (d. 8 B.C.) Roman Antiqui
ties, II, 50, 3. Loeb, E. Gary, Vol, I, pp. 454-455. 

^"Thls is Caesar's forum; this is the street named 
from the sacred rites. This is the place of Vesta guarding 
Pallas and the fire, here was once the tiny palace of an-
cfenrN^m, Then timing to the right, 'That,' he said, is 
the gate of the Palatium Here Is Stator; on this spot first 
was Rome founded,'" Ovid, Trlstia, III. 1. 21-44, Loeb, 
Ovid, pp. 102-103. 
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As the remains of Stator these three columns Interfere 

with every plan of the Forum, as part of the Comitlum they 

square well with all. The Comitlum must stand centrally on 

the side of the Forum, as the Rostra which stood opposite its 

Junction with the Curia stood in the middle of the Forum -

30 that we may set down these columns as part of the old 

Comitlum. This edifice, burnt with the body of Clodlus ft 

rebuilt by the two first Caesars were used for the elections 

of priests ft others chosen in the Comltla Centurlatae, - here 

too criminals were flogged etc. In it too flourished, if we 

may believe Tacitus, the Rumlnal fig-tree, under which Romu

lus ft Remus were exposed, for upward of seven hundred years 

after that event, untlll it alarmed all Rome in the year of 

Nero's reign, by withering away ft dying - no such wonderful 

prodigy, that a fig-tree should give up the ghost after hav

ing reached the good round age of seven centuries ft a half. 

To the Comitlum was adjoined the Curia or Senate House, of 

which a remnant is supposed to be seen in a lofty brick wall 

that rises half up the Palatine, The three columns have by 

some been asserted to be part of the Temple of Castor ft Pollus, 

but we can not suppose these or the building they supported, 

ever to have served as a portico to any palace of the Cae

sars', as the temple of Castor ft Pollus did. The temple of 

these worthies we must place beyond the curia, especially as 

it was built on the brink of the Lake Satuma, which Joined 

the Volaterliom. The Consular Fasti were found here, no slight 
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proof that the Senate house ft Comitlum rose over ft around 

them. 

The Quarterly Review strongly reprobates Mr. Burton 

for not fixing the site of the ancient Rostra, a truly modest 

request. Let the limits of the Forum be once ascertained ft 

the position of the Rostra is soon made out. Applan says 
2 

that Scylla stuck up young Marlus's head before the Rostr\:mi 

in the middle of the Forum. Whether this means the centre 

of the length of the Forum, or the exact centre is \incertaln. 

The former would seem the most convenient place to address 

the crowd. Of old the orators used to turn toward the Curia 

ft Comitlum, till Gracchus"'̂  turned in speaking toward the 

Capitol, which was considered by the nobles a dangerous in

novation. For my part, when in the Campo Vaccine, surrounded 

by those glorious ruins, with the hills, the Immoveable in

dubitable hills of the Capitol ft the Palatlnlum rising on 

each side, it would not afford me one lota of excitement or 

1 
Applan of Alexandria, Roman historian, lived during 

the reigns of Trajan, Hadrian and Antoninus, His monographs 
are valuable in the study of this period of civil wars. 
Encyclopedia Brltannlca, 1958. 

^Apparently Sulla. "Marius hid himself in an under
ground tunnel suid shortly afterward committed suicide. Lu
cretius cut off his head and sent it to Sulla, who exposed 
it in the forum in front of the rostra." Appian's Roman 
History, The Civil Wars, Book I, Chapt. X, Sec. 94. Loeb, 
pp! 171-175: 

^Tiberius Gracchus (d. 133 B.C.), served as a tribune, 
and was killed at the Capitol in an insurrection. Loeb, 
Appian's Roman History, p. 5. 

file:///incertaln
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satisfaction, to know the exact spot beneath which figured 

the orators of old, nor would it at all trouble me to enquire, 

beholding the herds of cows ft pigs that dally strew the Forum, 

under which beast's belly lay the exact point of space where

on /Jxi'lJ Cicero delivered his Philippics - suffice it that 

he trod this groxind, ft breathed this air, ft philosophized 

beneath this lovely sky. Columns ft temples for the antiqua

rian, the Tiber ft her seven hills are enough for the pilgrim 

ft the contemplatlst. 

The Temple of Romulus, now the Church of St. Theodore, 

may be considered the other corner of the forum. It is much 

below the level of the meadow road, ft you descend to the 

little round Temple or church - here were found the bronze 

wolf ft twins, one mark of the Temple's antiquity. "But an

other ft far stronger proof of the identity of Church ft temple, 

is furnished by the curious fact that in pagan times it was 

the custom for diseased or weaikly children, to be brought to 

the Temple of Romulus for cure; and to this day, mothers 

bring their rickety offspring to this shrine to work their 

restoration." I don't know how the author of this sentence 

could have transported the Rumlnal fig-tree from the Comitlum 

where Tacitus places It. 

The only ruin in the middle of the Forum is a solitary 

column, originally considered part of a Temple of Vulcan, but 

discovered by the excavations of the Duchess of 
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Devonshire to be a column, stolen most likely from some 

other edifice ft erected on a grand pedestal ft steps to one 

Phocar, an emperor of the dark ages. It Is interesting to 

descend Into this excavation around this column ft observe 

the different materials in layers, which at different periods 

filled up the Forum - at bottom are blocks of stone, frag

ment of pillars, ft of Capitol's /T7» heads of statues ft other 

marble relics, then comes a layer of clay, then brick, then 

an old wall of a mansion, erected at the time that the Forum 

had been so far filled up - but ruin was Inescapable, ft we 

see the strata rising high above the roof of this mansion, 

IStie Forum, if cleared merely of the clay that covers it, 

leaving imtouched the walls ft masonry that Intersected it, ft 

have been covered, would display much the same appearance as 

one of those ruins of the Arabian desert, which were read of, 

where the robber raises his shed against the column, where 

the mud wall of the hut covers the marble one of the temple, 

ft where the more modern Inhabitants, like mice, seem to have 

burrowed their holes under the works of some nobler species. 

Elizabeth Cavendish, Duchess of Devonshire, (1758-
1824), second wife of the fifth duke of Devonshire, She 
lived in Rome from 1811 until her death, and spent large sums 
in excavations at the Forum, A liberal patron of the fine 
arts, she had printed splendid editions of Horace and Virgil, 
D.N.B. 
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Dublin, July 3 1 ^ ^T82^ 

Dear Sir 

I was agreeably surprised the day before yesterday by 

your brother's visit. He found me confined to my room, in

deed in so weak a state as almost to preclude literary exer

tion. Nevertheless I send you something - a Review of Las 

Cases - and a song ftc. which I forced a young friend of 

mine to sit at my table ft write for me last night. His name 

is Fisher. 

I thank you for the 10 guineas, which were duly re

ceived. Maga is the best I have seen for some time. The 

moment I am on my legs, I'll attack the novel with vigor ft 

at any rate send you some of it. 

Excuse this scrawl 

Yr/sZ most Sincerely 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

1 
Marin Joseph Emmanuel Auguste Dleudonne de Las Cases, 

Marquise de la Caussade, published in London a number of 
books on Napoleon in exile. British Museum Catalogue of 
Printed Books. "Las Cases Journal," appearing in B.M., 
August, 1523, was a review of Count Las Cases' Journal of 
the Private Life and Conversations of the femperor Napoleon 
at Saint Helena, Colburn and Co. London, 1523, 
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A u ^ I8th /T82^ 

Dublin - N£ 4 Chatham St,-

Dear Sir 

I Just send off to Parsons town. Lord Roses /?/ to be 

franked on to you, a Review of Blunt's Vestiges of Ancient 
1 

Manners in Italy; and another of the Napoleon's Memoirs will 

follow In three ̂ r four?7 days. They are the only things 

I have done since I have become somewhat relieved from a dis

tressing and expensive Illness, so expensive that I must 

once more beg of you to send me something, and on that ac

count to write this single sheet, to send sooner. 

I was sorry that I was not in a state to call on or 

be of any use to yr. brother whose stay here was so very 

short. Some letters I Intended sending by him have gone free 

since thro' the Post Office, tho' franking is quite knocked 

up here, I shall be In London early in November, or late in 

October, ft would then willingly take upon me suiy duties you 

would wish, I shall give up rambling altogether, ft shall 

settle in London especially if by so doing I cam become more 

useful to Meiga. I am now nearly convalescent, ft intend to 

"Blunt's Vestiges of Ancient Manners and Customs, 
Discoverable in Modern Italy and Sicily," B,M,, September, 
1823, a review of Vestiges of Ancient Manners and Customs, 
Discoverable in Modern Italy and Sicily, by the Rev, Jonn 
James Blunt, Fellow of St, John's, Cambridge, &c, ftc, 
London, Murray, I823. 
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make up for lost time by being as diligent as possible -

must correct ft transcribe what I can of my novel ft send it 

to you for perusal, but this Illness has retarded me much. 

Believe me 

Yrs truly 

Eyre Evans Crowe 
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Copy of letter to Mr. Crowe 

23rd August 1823 

I^ Dear Sir 

I am Just favd̂ . with yours of the l8th. I anxiously 

hope your health is now so far recovered that you are able 

to press your whole strength upon your Novel, and that you 

1 

will get on with it, and allow nothing whatever to inter

rupt you. -Since you require it I enclose you a Bank Cash 

Draft for ten pounds, but I hope you will not have occasion 

to apply to me again, till I have the pleasure of receiving 

a considerable portion of the M.S. of your Novel. The former 

ilO I sent you was more than payment of what had appeared in 

Maga, and in this No. we have only had room for your critique 

on Las Cases, Your last Italian Letter we may be obliged to 

delay for another month, as it is so necessary to keep up 

novelty, and Magazine readers begin to get tired of a series 

however good if too long, I am sorry you have done Napoleon's. 

M.^molrs7 for all the periodicals have been stuffed with them, 

and in this very Number we have an article, which would not 

have been Inserted had it not been from a very particular 

Contributor. When I receive your article I will try what can 

be done. If you have a packet at any time to send me larger 

than a triple post letter you may put it under cover for me 

•'•"and" encircled. 
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and forward it by any of the coaches to Mr. Hodgson, Book

seller, Belfast, writing him two lines and desiring him to 

send it to me by the first Steam Packet for Glasgow. The 

outer cover of the packet or parcel to be addressed to Mr. 

Hodgson, and the letter to him to be put within this. 

I shall be happy to hear that you are ready to return 

to London aigain. If you were once fairly settled then an

other Novel off your hands, you could assist me in a thou

sand ways. 
1 

JW 

1 
John Wilson 
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22 

Dublin 4 Chatham Street 

Augt, 30th 1823 

My Dear Sir 

I am exceedingly obliged for yr remittance of LIO, 

and feel, as you state, that it is in advance of any contri

bution to Maga. But at the same time I hope, that, at this 

present moment. Just recovering from a severe Illness, ft 

otherwise not a little embarrassed, you will not abate in 

the confidence ft generous kindness, with which you have in

deed all along treated me. 

My great desire now would be to set aside every other 

r»eading ft employment, ft devote myself wholly to the novel, 

which, since my illness, I caiinot expect to finish till 

November; its beginning too I would wish either to alter or 

delay, till I can peruse Duppa's narrative of the Roman 

trouble in 93, 6, 7, a book of whose existence I was Ignorant 

till some time since ft with which it would be necessary for 

my story to agree. 

In order to carry my resolution into effect, I in

tended retiring into the country, but as it wd̂  be necessary 

to settle some affairs here first, ftc.ftc. I must once more 

trespass on your confidence ft patience by asking a pecuniary 

^Richard Duppa (1770-I83I), barrister, miscellaneous 
writer. Rose, Dictionary. 
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favor. My proposal is this. To make my acct. with Maga 

clean; to transfer the balance due by me, or advanced to me, 

to the acct. of the novel, ft the difference between the whole 

sum thus due by me iil50 if you would have the kindness to 

advance me, it is the last favour I would ask. I would of 

course never ask more on the novel, till its success might 

warrant such nor any more on Maga, till you had the novel. 

I would then be in y£ debt il50 till Nov.r which 

could not be lost to you in case of any accident, as my uncle 

Huymoor ^fayimsf/^, who died the l8th of this month at Deal 

has left me a share of his property, which would much more 

than cover any little debts, but a penny of which I find it 

impossible to receive till the property is sold ft divided 

nor raise money on it without Immense loss. Awaiting y£ 

answer, ft trusting it to your kindness. 

Believe me, Dr Sir 

Yr Sincerely 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

P.S. I am the more emboldened to make this request as in 

yr. first letter to me after my return to Paris, you men

tioned a willingness to advance me a little sum on the novel. 
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23 

Septr 8th /I82^ 

/15ublln7 

D£ Sir 

I have Just recd̂  yrs of the 2nd the purport of which 

I shd have expected, ft am much sorry my importunities shd, 

have driven you to it. I need not say how I am prest for 

the moment, when notwithstainding y£ letter I beg the small 

remittance of ten guineas or pounds for the insteuit. 

I am 
Dr Sir 
Yrs as ever truly 
Eyre Evans Crowe 

The article was delayed at Parsonstown acct. of L. Rose's 

UJ absence, ft one you must have got ere this. I was in 

time to stop the one on Napoleon. 
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24 

Dublin Oct 1 ^ 1823 
M^ Dear Sir 

I am but a bad man of business, and as it was my habit 

to delay acknowledging the receipt of money from you for a 

few days till I had some contribution to send with it, I 

delayed in this case, longer indeed than I should, from my 

having been in the co\mtry. 

I have to return you thanks for the last ^lne?7 

you sent me, ft to assure you at the same time that the many 

obligations you have conferred on me could not in the least 

be rendered less by your refusal to acquiesce to what, I 

allow to have been, an imreasonable demand. It is my only 

source of regret that I put our connection & friendship to 

such a trial. 

Be assured, my Dr. Sir, that you shall have the novel 

as soon as possible, my Illness was an impediment, ft there 

is another event about to happen, which has proved another, 

tho» I trust a short one. In case of failure, yr money & 

the interest thereon shall be forthcoming. I propose leaving 

Dublin, if possible this month, but will inform you of my 

movements. 

Believe me, 

D. Sir, 

Yrs Sincerely 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

This probably refers to Crowe's impending marrisige 
to Margaret Archer, which took place at St. Patrick Cathedral, 
Dublin, in the fall of 1823. 
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25 

Hotel des Bains, Plue Chautereau 

Paris 

Dec. 17th 1823 

My Dear Sir 

I deferred writing you word of my change of abode, 

until I could send some little contribution with it, which 

I do notwithstanding yr wish that I should not exert myself 

more for Maga till my novel was finished. The little en

closed is, I assure you, the only article I have composed 

these five months for any paper or periodical, except a few 
1 

pages on Rossini, which I wrote for you, ft upon seeing a 

life of him in Maga, I sent them to Whlttaker. I also de

clare to you, that I never wrote a line for the New Times 

nor for any London Dally Paper. And for these four months, 

my illness, recovery, ft subsequent marriage have, in spite 

of my resolutions, left me little time for writing. If I am 

idle, I'm sure I lose more than anyone; ft every motive im-

pells me to complete this novel, which I curse as being the 

cause of disagreement between us. An hundred times have I 

Gloachlna Antonio Rossini (1792-1868), Italian opera
tic composer. In I8I6 he produced Almaviya, later known as 
II Barblere dl Sevlglla. Encyclopedia Brltannlca. "Memoir 
of Rossini the Composer," appeared in B.M., October, 1822. 

2 
George Byrom Whlttaker (1793-1847), bookseller and 

publisher. b.N<B 
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flung it away in disgust, ft an hundred times taken it up 

again; but will certainly finish it this winter. 

The ilOO I can pay with the Interest - ft, I will, if 

you demand It, though it wd distress me. 

I remain 

Dr Sir 

Yrs ever 

Eyre Evans Crowe 
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26 

l4l Sloane Street 

Aug.t 1824 

My Dear Sir 

I wrote to you from Paris many months back, when I 

had money, endeavoring to excuse my long neglect in finish

ing the novel I promised, at the same time adding that I 

would then pay you the tlOO, but begging in preference that 

you would wait for the novel. I then had the money. To that 

letter I never received any answer, nor had the pleasure of 

hearing from you, until Mr. Crofton Croker conveyed to me 

the threat, against me which you wrote him. Mr. Croker says 

letters ft packages from him to me in France have miscarried, 

perhaps so, ft this may account for my not having received 

yr. answer. Still the threat sunk deep in my mind, ft till 

this moment I have not had courage to write to you. 

I have certainly acted very wrong in delaying, but 

hope you will bear with me a few months longer, and take an 

article or two from me for Maga by way of interest for your 

money lying idle. I send one by this on Botta: also the 

• To Mr. Croker I then wrote in answer to 

that threat, but know not if he has 

forwarded it to you. 

"Modern History of Italy," a review of Storiad'Italia 
dal 1789 al l8l4, scrlta de Carlo Botta. Parigi, lb24, ap-
peared In B.M., September, 1824. 
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first C. of my noveli, the only one I have got written fairly 

out, 

I remain 

Dr, Sir 

Yrs Sincerely 

E.E. Crowe 

4 
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27 

l4l Sloan Street 

Sept 29th ^8247 

My Dear Sir 

I have received your letter, and I must say, it were 

the most grateful tidings I had received for a long time. 

I am sorry that I have not more of my novel copied 

than the two chapters I send you. The 2n'd is a little dry, 

but 'twas necessary, especially in a foreign novel, to make 

readers enter into the historical as well as the private de

tails of the story. The chapter is however short, ft the 

succeeding ones go on, I think, increasing in interest. 

I must confess to you freely, my Dr. Sir, my utter 

Idleness since I was married, so much so that during my long 

residence in Paris, ft having money, I could by no force or 

violence, induce myself to work, and nothing I believe, would 

have ever forced me, so infatuated am I, except approaching 

want of money. However I do think, that recent marriage ft 

a consequent upset of all my usual thoughts ft habits, rendered 

me for the time incapable of exertion. 

My confession is, I have but four chapters written, 

but will now set to, ft finish the work off hand. I have got 

into the vein, ft will go on. But two months is too short a 

time; I really cannot work more than from seven to ten pages 

a day, ft there are Day/s7 I couldn't write, & never could 
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force myself. 

I feel very grateful to you, very grateful for the 

money, but even more so, for yr. frank ft ready appreciation 

of my talent. Be assured I should never be other 

Than your sincerely grateful 

E.E. Crowe 
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28 

Deer, 30th, 1824 

l4l Sloan St, 

My Dear Sir 

I am glad you like the little Jeu d'esprit, I shall 

send in a few days a letter about Gary's Dante ft Intend giv

ing you at my leisure a large ̂ ong^Z article on Arlosto, ft 

for that purpose have ordered at Cadells the two little vols, 

of Rose's translation. But all this at my perfect leisure. 

"vittorla Colonna" goes on, and I could have the three 

volumes ready for you by the latter end of May, but I fear 

that this would be too late for this season, likely, I am 

told, to break up early this year. And in that case it would 

be better for me to take some time ft give them to you in Sep

tember early for next season. But this Just as you please. 

In case you decide on May, I should like to hear instantly 

from you on the subject, as I must exert myself more steadily 

than otherwise. The work however might be better if being 

delayed till September, 

Be assured, my Dear Sir, that I am not forgetful nor 

ungrateful for your forbearance in this affair, and I trust 

the work will at last repay you. I have taken every pain 

with it, ft have never turned away from it to employ my pen 

upon any other task, except when I felt not in spirit ft 

humour equal to carry it on. 
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Believe me 

My Dear Sir 

Yr most obliged ft sincere 

Eyre E, Crowe 

turn over 

Great fun in the London, Taylor won't tell his new Editor, 

who has returned articles in the hands of the old contribu

tors, who threaten general desertion, unless the editor in 

the mask, whom they suspect is nobody, be delivered up to 

them. If I have time I'll send a few verses on the subject. 

Lamb rages, ft every opinion is aghast. 

1 
After the death of John Scott in 1821, The London 

under Taylor and Hessey steadily declined in spite of the 
excellence of its contributors, who made it virtually the 
organ of the Cockney School. In May, and again in September, 
1823, Lamb complains, "The London, I fear, falls off.^ Appar
ently much of the fault lay with the editor, Taylor, and his 
assistant, Thomas Hood, who were careless in money matters 
and did not allow the contributors free reign. Toward the 
end of 1824 Lamb, Gary, and Darley were almost the only sur
vivors from the early contributors, and Lamb contributed an 
article to the New Monthly, chief rival of the London, in 
January, I825. Crabb Robinson says (Dec. 4, 1824; that 
Henry Southern (1799-1853) took over the business manage
ment then, but did not assume entire control until September, 
1825. After Southern's advent, the London sank into oblivion. 
R. W. King, The Translator of Dante, The TJfe of Henry Francis 
Gary. London, 1925. PP. ii:i4-17V. 
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London - March 25th 

1825 

My Desir Sir 

I was only led to propose May first, and then October, 

as the period of having it finished, thinking the interval 

between them as not the season. But you are the best Judge 

of this matter. 

You are right in your last observation. And I shall 

now set to work at Vittorla, without proposing any definite 

time, and finish it for your consideration as speedily as 

possible. Nothing but a trip to Cheltenham ordered me for 

my health, shall interfere with it, ft that but for a very 

short time. 

When I began the novel, I was rather unskilled in the 

arrangement of a long bit of fiction, but I since find that 

I should have lingered more at the commencement, ft left 

hurry of narration towards the end; which will oblige me to 

remodel the commencing chapters. 

Believe me 

Vty Dr Sir— 

Yrs very truly 

Eyre Evans Crowe 



81 

30 

Sloane Street 

May 4th 1825 

My Dear Sir 

I purpose sending you, if possible, the first volume 

of Vittorla Colonna by your next packet. 

Believe me 

Dr Sir 

Yrs very truly 

E!yre E, Crowe 

31 

Nov£ 30th 1825 - Sloane Street 

My Dear Sir 

I send the first voliime, which I was only prevented 

from sending on the 8th by an Illness, which kept me idle 

ft confined till the 17th The second is in good progress, 

and will be ready long before the printers have done with 

the first. I wish indeed you could have it done in London, 

there is so much Italian, that unless I can see a corrected 

proof, before it goes to press, the work cannot be printed 

correct. 

The volume I send will make about 320 pages of about 

200 words In a page, so I reckon it. I hope it will go to 
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press Immediately. I have but Just copied the last chapter, 

ft now hurry with it to Cadell's. 

Believe me 

Viy dear Sir 

Yr. ^ruly?7 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

32 

December 15th, I825 

l4l Sloane St. 

My Dear Sir 

I leave with this letter the two first chapters of 

the second volume of 'Vittorla Colonna" which I had Just 

time to scribble out before my departure. I have been in 

rather bad health, and for this reason, as well as for the 

sake of having some volumes for the conclusion of Vittorla, 

I set off this night for Paris. The remaining sheets then 

written I will copy, those unfinished I will complete, and 

hope to have almost the whole volume over and at Cadells by 

the last of the month. And perhaps Mrs. Crowe will not be 

able to send this with the two first chapters until the same 

opportunity of conveyance arrives. I hope you have sent the 

Ms. to press; if any proofs arrive in Sloan St. Mrs. C. will 

submit them for correction to two friends, an English ft an 

Italian literary man, who will be better than myself to 
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overlook them. And I shall be over myself before this day 

month. 

Hr principal ft particulau? reason however for writing 

this is to beg of you to accomodate me once more, ft oblige 

me by ccanmitting to Mrs. Crowe twenty pounds, as a bill for 

IJL5 falls due on the 7th of January, which I have no other 

means of meeting than through your kindness. Ere then all 

the novel will be on Its way to you, if not in yr. hand. 

Believe me, my negligent conduct has proceeded all 

along from the too great anxiety, with which I regarded this 

woi^, and which so pressed upon me, as rendering me in seem

ing ungrateful In the quaprter where I was most bound to be 

grateful. I shall give myself time next year, and do some

thing for your good. - One great cause of my delay in finish

ing the ••vittorla" has been the fastidiousness, with which I 

commenced it, and then by loitering ft lingering over it the 

subject ft plot grew breathed on, lost Its Inspiriting fresh

ness, and so deprived me of the chief stimulus which Impels 

an imaginative writer thî ough a story. This shall never be 

the case again. 

With respect to Today or Yesterday in I. altho Col

bum advertises It, ft I shall forthwith proceed with it, you 

will see, if I can have yet commenced It. And as to the 

original sale of it, I really thought you despised the Today 

^Crowe's Today in Ireland, a novel, was published by 
Colbum in l82«S t'l̂ esterday in Ireland, in 1829. 



84 

in I. and though I am obliged to Dr. M. for the mention in 

Maga, yet considering the rate at which it was estimated, 

the way treated, ft the company in which it was put, I cer

tainly could not think, that you would have wished to have 

had any thing to do with it, in a similar publication.^ 

While on this subject I may add, that I felt not ex-

2 

ceedlngly pleased - but no matter, - your /TT ft ready ad

vance of that ilOO, I shall not forget, whatever opinion you 

may form to the contrary. 

Believe me. 

My dear Sir 

Yr very hurried, ft grateful 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

P.S. I find the two chapters that I Intended to send with 

this too bulky, even to get franked, so I leave them at 

Cadell's, ft send them by post, that you may know of my mo

mentary trip to Paris, ftc. 

Any letter will find me at Galignani's. Rue Vlvienne, 

Jllllam Maginn reviewed Today in Ireland in "Note
book of a Literary Idler. No. II" in B,M,, August, I825. 
The review, though far from unfavorable, did contain some 
pertinent criticism, and was treated along with Banim's 
Tales by the 0*Hara Family, similar tales of Ireland. Crowe 
was Jealous of Banlm. TSee letter 37.) 

Illegible. 



85 

33 

(Sloane Sjb l4l.) 

Jan^ 30th 1826 

My Dear Sir 

I send you with this nearly all that I have completed 

of Vittorla. With what I retain, it is nearly half a volume 

I will send more by the 8th. And as it is in my intentions 

to remove perhaps altogether to the Continent in March, I 

wish extremely that you would send the M.S. to the printers 

immediately, as I am most anxious about the work, ft would 

wish to oversee it for its progress through press. 

When I wrote, making a request in Dec, it was condi

tionally thinking you wd̂  wait to see what the parcel of the 

30th Jan. brought you, ere you replied. As it happened, I 

was able to send nothing of importance. The loss occasioned 

by the delay may be inconvenience to you; it has been ruin 

to me. Your bitter language to me on the subject, however 

seemingly founded on reason, but aggravated the pain of my 

present situation. 

Money transactions between us are, however, at your 

disposal. 

Believe me 

Eyre E. Crowe 
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34 

l4l. Sloan St_ 

May 1. 1826. 

My Dear Sir 

It is needless for me to go on repeating my old ex

cuses, but in truth I have long been in very bad health, 

from which I every now ft then, more Impatiently perhaps than 

wisely, endeavour to escape by a trip. The end must be, that 

I must leave London ft England. Owing to this reason, I write 

Instantly to beg of you to put the book to press. I was to 

Brussels for a week, ft have there, I may say, completed the 

book, and hope to send almost it all by the 8th. Mrs. C. 

sent with her letter the lOth ft 11th Chapters - -

I am very glad the novel pleases you. No little suc

cess will repay the time & anxiety it has cost me. Pray do 

not delay sending the work to press in the manner you pro

pose. You have now of the 2nd Vol, at least 220 pages of 

large novel size. 

ft the rest is, I may say, ready. Every other consideration 

ajpart, do not let me lose the season, or be absent from Eng

land during its progress thru' the press. 

Yrs ever to thank 

Eyre Evans Crowe 
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35 

l4l Sloan St 

May 15 /\82SJ 

My Dear Sir 

I am much pained and anxious at not hearing from you, 

or learning that the M.S. is put to print. All the delays 

on my part have been occasioned either by my scrupulous at

tention to make the work good, or by ill health, that has 

now \inremittlngly been upon me these six months. I must go 

abroad, I am advised to do so. If the work be published 

whilst I am abroad, it must come out full of blunders. I 

assure you, I this moment wait in England but on its account. 

The work is, I may say finished. You have eleven 

chapters of it, containing 220, or 30 pages. I have two 

chapters now before me at this moment finished, containing 

fifty pages more. The 12th contains the advance of the French 

on Capua - ft the 13th occupies /TJ Vittorla at Naples. The 

l4th which is half scribbled contains the insurrection of the 

Lazzeroni, the flight of the king, ft Vittorla to Sicily. All 

that remains to do is the 15th ft last chapter, then the story 

after an interval is taken at the battle of Marengo, where 

Vittorla has flown to the protection of Napoleon, and is after 

the orders given by him to Durvellier. Such is the outline 

of the rest. 

•^Illegible. 

file:///inremittlngly
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I cannot conceive possibly your reason for so peremp

torily refusing to go to press, untlll you have the very last 

sheet of the M.S. and by so doing not only losing this season, 

but rendering it impossible that this book can be printed 

for some years as it ought to be Done, When I see you back

ward in putting it to press, I feel myself no excitement to 

get on and this has in many Instances checked my ardour. Had 

you put it to press in Jan y. last, I would have written as 

fast as the printers, ft it would have been out long since. 

Do send it to press immediately for God's sake, I will send 

you all the rest by next Saturday's, or next Monday's mail, 

and you can then re-transmit here for the press. 

Sir Astley Cooper has advised to go abroad immediately, 

and I must not delay. Do afford me the satisfaction of cor

recting thru the press this work in which I have spent time, 

anxiety, ft health. At any rate I beg of you to return an 

answer by return of post. I am delighted that you like the 

latter chapters. I like the concluding ones myself. I en

treat you again to send it to press. The term of my lease 

concludes at the 21- of June, and England will not hold me 

after that day. 

Believe me 

My Dear Sir 

Yrs most sincerely 

Eyre E. Crowe 

^Sir Astley Paston Cooper (l768-l84l), surgeon, author. 
Among his patients was George IV, who rewarded him with a 
baronetcy after Cooper performed a small operation on him.[\N^ 
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36 

Rue des Plpots, No. 70 -

Boulogne sur Mer -

June 16 - 1826 

My Dear Sir 

I take the opportunity of a friend's going to England 

to send by him a hurried line, mentioning my being for the 

present settled here ft for some months, provided I find the 

air agree with me. I am sorry that I have been too hurried 

to get to send anything but this. 

On looking over papers I find, that in Dublin I re

ceived but two remittances of LIO each, for which there is 

but a Review of Blunt's Vestiges, ft subsequently one of Botta, 

a letter or so from Paris, ft a Review of Magalotti on the 

Scotch School. However you will look over matters, ft if you 

find anything coming to me, you will, I am sure, be consider

ate enough to remit it. 

I know not when my wayward health may urge me, but I 

will be within reach alway/sZ. till Vlttorias /sic/ proofs 

are finished, nay, I hope to be for some time in London at 

the close of the Autumn. 
Believe me 

My dear Sir 

Yrs very Sincerely 

Eyre Evans Crowe 

"Magalotti on the Scotch School of Metaphysics," B.M., 
August, 1824, a review of Sulla Scuola Scozzese dl Metafislca, 
Parte Prima, opera dl Giambattlsta Magalotti, Padua, ltJ24. 

Possibly should read 'where." 
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37 

Rue des Plpots - N£ 70 

Boulogne Sur Mer 

July 3l£t 1826 -

My Dear Sir 

I have a proposal to make to you, which I cannot pro

pose better, than by simply stating the cause of the plan's 

suggesting itself to me. 

You, above all others, know well, what an high opinion 

we authors entertain of our merits, a vanity not useless, 

since it is our best excitement. I myself must confess to a 

considerable portion of this feeling, which has led me to 

value my own powers of writing & imagining far above some of 

my contemporaries and compeers. Relying however too much 

upon this I scribbled these last Tales, The Today in I.^eland/ 

in haste ft carelessness. Banlm came into the field with his 

the same season, and, notwithstanding my vanity ft self-

confidence, I find to my astonishment that the Edinburgh R. 

ft some other competent Judges, think his work equal, if not 

superior to mine. Now without bearing the least enmity to my 

See letter 32. John Banlm (1798-1842), Irish novel
ist, dramatist, and poet. He contributed largely to the 
Literary Register. In 1825 he brought out Tales of the O'Hara 
lî amily, some of which were written by his brother Michael 
(1796-1874), a volume reviewed favorably by the Edinburgh 
Review; D.N.B. The review, entitled "Irish Novels," Edin
burgh iReview, February, 1826, pp. 356-372, covered substan
tially the same works as the review in B.M., August, I825. 
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friend Banlm, I do not believe this - and am so galled ft 

piqued at it, that I am determined to put forth my powers at 

once on an Irish subject, in such a way as, I trust, to put 

an end to all rivalry at once. 

I had for some time past hoped to do something like 

this with my Yesterday in I. which I sold to Colburn, but I 
2 

begin to find that my, grave, reasoning temper is not suited 

to Tales, ft that an historical novel, affording them ample 

scope, would serve far better the purpose, that fills my mind. 

I would like too to take the great national period, the Bat

tle of the Boyne for my epoch. Banlm too has sold his new 

tales to Colburn and I do not like coming out, thus cheek by 

Jowl, with him. Now you have my motives ft reasons. 

My proposal is, that I sit down immediately to write 

for you an historical novel in 3 vols on the epoch mentioned, 

to be ready in May, ft which can be published in June, as by 

the author of Vittorla Colonna. And for this reason it would 

be necessary to have Vittorla out, at least by the latter end 

of October, or first of November, which I must at any rate, 

as I promised to go down to Lord Lansdowne's^ in Wiltshire 

for a time. 

Yesterday in Ireland. See letter 32. 
2 
The comma is Crowe's. 

^Henry Petty-Fltzmaurice, third Marquis of Lansdown 
(1780-1863), statesman. A Whig, he supported abolition of 
slave trade and Catholic Emancipation. D.N.B. 
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I have given the same my full consideration - and add, 

that I would take L500 for the work, nothing less - indeed 

I could shew you, that less I ought not ft could not take -

moreover, an hundred of that in advance the first week in 

September - ft occasional advances, such as that of an hundred 

on the delivery of each of the 1st ft 2nd volumes -

I am aware, in proposing this, of the little reason I 

have given you to have confidence in my purposes. But the 

sole cause of Vittorla's delay, was its being begun without 

a plot, in a careful, studied style, which I could not take 

up in light moments; and latterly my imagination cooled both 

to narrative ft character, ft refused to take the due interest. 

However I finished it with difficulty, though I trust, well. 

Region, character, my whole mind is interested in what 

I propose to you, ft which I would not fail to execute with all 

the vigor I possess. I need not add, that it would be fairly 

ft impartially liberal in principle, like Today in I -

In this case too, the name of the author of Vittorla 

would be left a complete secret. 

As my future plan for next season depends entirely up

on your answer to this, you wd_ oblige me by letting me know 

speedily whether I can turn my thoughts toward the plan or not 

Believe me 

Dear Sir 

Truly yours. 

Eyre E. Crowe. 

My health is quite restored since my residence here 
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38 

La Capelle 

aupres de Boulogne sur Mer 

Nov. 1826 

My Dear Sir 

I should be most glad to hear from you. And if a 

proof check of Vittorla came in yr letter, it would be pro

ductive of great pleasure to me. I will send you by boat a 

'letter from Paris', about Talma, ft all the news. Tell me 

whether you like what I send. 

Believe me, 

Yrs ever sincerely 

E.E.C. 



94 

39 

La Capelle 

near Boulogne sur Mer 

January 24th 1827 

My Dear Sir 

I sent a letter now a couple of months back by a pri

vate hand, which, it is possible, you have never received, 

which I should regret not only as it contained an article on 

Montlosler, but also as I begged to know what were your in-
2 

tentlons respecting "Vittorla?" 

January has now elapsed without my hearing from you, 

and I begin to grow extremely suixious, lest its publication 

should be deferred till late in the season, or till past it. 

Italy ft Italian subjects are fast losing vogue, so much is 

appearing on the subject daily, and so much more likely to 

appear. I fear Indeed every day, to see some Italian historic 

novel announced, which would completely deprive mine of all 

novelty ft throw it into the back-ground altogether. 

Do then, pray, get forward with it. If the sheets are 

sent to me here, which they can easily be by post, or in a 
3 

package if together, by coach, I can write out the errata on 

^Francois-Dominique Reynaud, Comte Montlosler, (1755-
1838), French monarchist and writer, Larousse. Crowe's article 
does not appear in B.M. 

p 
Crowe omits the quotation mark. 

•a 

Crowe has a period here. 
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a sheet, ft to avoid the expense ft trouble of sending the 

actual sheets back. Nay, should you think it requisite, or 

rather than there should be delay, I will proceed to London 

as soon as you please, and remain there a fortnight or three 

weeks, so as to superintend the press. 

I begin to find this place lonesome, and without hav

ing yet formed any resolution on the subject, it is extremely 

probable, that the moment that spring restores to us the fine 

season, I shall remove southward with my family, then it will 

be impossible for me to correct the press. - a case, that in 

the printing of a work so full of foreign terms ft quotations, 

is imperatively requisite, 

I have been meditating a Venetian novel, which, I 

think, will not extend beyond two volumes, and which I should 

hope, you would agree to publish. As it will be ready to be 

submitted to you, I trust, complete, in October. And I per

fectly agree with you in thinking that this is the best mode 

(for both of us) to enter into a bargain. 

Pray ease my mind by a speedy answer, respecting a 

work, on which I bestowed all the pains ft purposes for found

ing some sort of reputation. Your silence indeed causes me 

much anxiety and pain. 

Believe me 

My Dear Sir 

Most Sincerely yours 

E.E. Crowe 
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40 

La Capelle 

Aupres de Boulogne sur Mer 

March 11th 1827 

My Dear Sir 

Having an opportunity of sending this to London, I 

take the opport\mlty to write again, begging of you to an

swer me at least respecting the work, about which I am so 

anxious, I know perfectly well, that my hardship ft delay in 

completing it for you, notwithstanding your advances ft en

treaties, gives me not the least right to complain, whatever 

may be your resolution or silence; Yet my nonfulfillment of 

your wishes was owing as much to my desire to fulfill them 

satlsfactorllly, as from any other reason. Perhaps you have 

heard or conceived some fresh cause of dissatisfaction, to 

which your preserving silence is to be attributed; - if so, 

pray state it, that if false, I may contradict it, - or if 

in part true, that I may excuse or account for it. I have 

nothing for the press this season, and am exceedingly anxious 

not only to see the effect Vittorla will produce, but also to 

publish something worthy next season by the author of that 

work. 
Sooner than lose the season, I would go to Edinburgh 

to forward the publication. 

Believe me 
Dr Sir 
Yrs sincerely 
E.E. Crowe 
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41 

La Capelle 

Boulogne sur Mer 

April 26th 1827 

Dear Sir 

Finding my several letters addressed to you for these 

six months past respecting V.C. - and other matters, are not 

considered by you worthy of reply, I beg to offer to repur

chase the M.S. of the novel. 

The offer, I am sure, can not offend you, since the 

work appears to be too insignificant to command from you, 

either for Itself or its author, the slightest attention. 

I remain 

My D£ Sir 

Your obed't Serv't. 

Eyre Evans Crowe 
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42 

La Capelle - June 1827 -

Monday 

My Dear Sir 

You will believe me, that the necessity I felt myself 

under to write, after deferring it so long, some such letter 

as my last to you, was exceedingly painful to me, consider

ing our long ft friendly intercourse. 

I can conceive your reasons, though I should hope 

them 111-fotinded, At the close of the season, the very pub

lisher's despairing of the book's success, I felt myself for 

the first time beaten down in hope respecting it. I am sorry, 

that I did not overlook the proofs, without that, it is im

possible, but that every third or fourth foreign word is 

wrong ft perhaps ridiculous. The second title too is rather 

aping Constable's book of "Rome in the 19th Century," be

sides /TJ of Vittorla" happens to be in the l8th, not the 

19th; As to the English /?/ If/!/ ̂ ^ Improved, and I /TJ 

have the book printed, and to see it obtain its Ha/JlvJ 

chance. 

I thank you for the Magazine s which I shall ^ej 

glad to get on my re/T/ I avail myself of your order on Ca

dell, in begging you to send copies of the work, one to Lord 

Lansdowne ft the other to Mr. Croker with the author's 

•̂ See Letter from Italy - No. 9. 
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complimt. The rest I shall beg of him to send me here. 

Believe me 

My Dr Sir 

Yours most sincerely 

E.E. Crowe 

The illegible parts of the above letter set off by brackets 
are principally due to holes in the original paper, accord
ing to the Keeper of Manuscripts, National Library of Scot
land, Edinburgh, 
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43 

La Capelle 

aupres de Boulogne sur Mer 

Sept. 11th 1827 

Dear Sir 

I am fixed here for a twelvemonth to come at least. 

Having a friend going from there to Edinburgh I take the 

opportunity of letting you know this arrangement, and hope 

it will suit you to get forward with the matter in hand, now 

especially that parllamt. meets so early. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of yr last letter, 

ft regret equally the answer contained in it, ft the universal 

blankness of the times. 

Believe me 

My Dr. Sir, 

Yrs. most truly, 

E.E, Crowe 
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44 

Rue des Dames, No, 6 

aux Batlgnolles Paris 

July /T832?7 

My Dear Sir 

Though long it is since we corresponded, be assured, 

I do not forget the time, when I first wielded the pen, and 

when you first encouraged me. Glad I would be, could I be 

useful to you in any way. But I fear, that difference of 

political views, ft some grudges on your side, is an obstacle. 

However, ft on the score of old friendship, I beg to intro

duce to you, the young French man, to whom the enclosed is 

addressed. Will you be kind enough to forward it, and he 

will call upon you. His connections may make him useful to 

you, as you may, perhaps, be to him. He is tutor, not only 

to the yoiing /^o^ french, but, I believe, to the Due of 

Bordeaux, also a professor of one of the colleges here. His 

father, a veteran Captain of Napoleon's is my neighbor here. 

For his sake, I write this, ft enclose a letter of his ft mine. 

Believe me, my Dear Sir 

ever mindfully yours 

Eyre E. Crowe 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO BLACKWOOD'S MAGAZINE 

ATTRIBUTED TO EYRE EVANS CROWE* 

July, 1821 IX. 397 

July, 1821 IX. 465 

Aug. II, 1821 X. 69 

Aug. II, 1821 X. 88 

''Philosophy of Self" 
Letter 1. 

"A Few Words to our Contributors" 
(with Maginn) 

Letter 1, 

"Characters of Living Authors, 
by Themselves. No. I." 

Letters 1 and 2. 

"Remarks on Bishop Corbet's 
Poems" 

Letter 1. 

"Letter from Alexander Sidney 
Trott, Esq." Oct., 1821 X. 282 

In letter 2 (August 28, 1821) Crowe writes, "As to the 
letter of Trott, all the quotations ft works mentioned are 
real ..." Also, in "A Few Words to our Contributors" (cf., 
X. 465), Crowe uses the signature "Alex. Sydney Trott,' 

"On the Decline of Tuscan Ascendancy in Italian 
Literature" Oct., 1821 X. 328 

In letter 2 (August 28, 1821) Crowe writes, "I had some 
idea of a set of Horae Italiae, choosing the lighter ft bur
lesque authors, as best suiting a miscellany, ft giving them 
spirit, intending to begin with Parlnl - " This evidence is 
too flimsy to show conclusively that Crowe wrote the above 
piece, especially as he did write a review of Parlnl's Giorno 
(cf,, X. 525)* which, as clearly stated in the letter. He 
Intended for his first piece on Italian literature. "On the 
Decline of Tuscan Ascendancy in Italian Literature" compares 
both in style and subject matter with "Letter from Signer " 
(cf., XI. 548) which I take not to have been written by Crowe. 

* Where Crowe's authorship is clearly established by 
the letters alone, only the number of the letter is given. 
Where Crowe's authorship is established from sources other 
than his letters, in doubtful cases, and where my findings 
disagree with other research, further explanatory material 
is Included. 
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"Song, by Morgan Odoherty" Nov., 1821 X. 382 
^̂  On November 9, 1821, William Maginn writes to Blackwood, 
Put Crowe's song in the note, if not otherwise disposed of. 
There is a mistake in the press in it: for 'Phllo's' read 
•Pluto's.'" (Mrs. Cooke. p. I80) 

"Parlnl's Giorno" Dec. I, I821 X. 525 
Letter 2. 

"Letter from Paris" Dec, II, 1821 X, 729 
Letter 4, 

"Moore's Irish Melodies" Jan., 1822 XI. 62 
Letter 4. 

"On the Genius and Character of 
Rousseau" Feb., 1822 XI. I37 

Letter 4. 

"Morellet's Memolres" Feb., 1822 XI. 165 
In letter 5 (January 26, 1822) Crowe writes, "I send 

soon thru' the embassy a little notice from the hand of a 
celebrated character here, with whatever I myself have made 
up," "On the Genius and Character of Rousseau" (cf., XI. 
137) and "Morellet's Memolres" both appeared in February, 
1822. He had already mentioned the Rousseau piece, so I take 
the review of Morellet to be the one referred to here. 

^'The Parisian Mirror; or. Letters from 
Paris. I. II.' Feb., 1822 XI. 217 

See letter 5 above. These pieces may be the ones re
ferred to as "what I myself have made up." On February 25, 
1822, William Maginn writes, "Young Crowe is improving won
derfully - but he wants a knowledge of French, as he has made 
some queer blunders in translation - " (Mrs. Cooke, p. 253. ) 
The Rousseau and Morellet articles contain no discernible 
errors in French; the "Letters from Paris. I. II." contain 
several blunders; i.e.. Est vous 1'accoucheur?" and "la 
botanique mise a la portee des dame..." Maginn might, oF 
course/ have meant French-English translation, or he may have 
been mistaken in the authorship. If these pieces are Crowe's, 
he had four articles published in the February, 1822, number. 
A hint that the pieces are not Crowe's may be found in the 
note affixed by C.N. to Letter I: "Want of room obliged us 
to omit this Letter in our last Number." The Letter is dated 
December 3I, l821. Crowe's letter (above) is dated January 
26, 1822. If the Letters were sent with that communication, 
obviously they would not have been in time for the January 
number. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO BLACKWOOD'S MAGAZINE 

ATTRIBUTED TO EYRE EVANS CROWE* 

"Philosophy of Self" 
Letter 1, 

"A Few Words to our Contributors" 
(with Maginn) 

Letter 1, 

"Characters of Living Authors, 
by Themselves, No. I." 

Letters 1 and 2. 

"Remarks on Bishop Corbet's 
Poems" 

Letter 1. 

"Letter from Alexander Sidney 
Trott, Esq." 

July, 1821 IX. 397 

July, 1821 IX. 465 

Aug. II, 1821 X. 69 

Aug. II, 1821 X. 88 

Oct., 1821 X. 282 
In letter 2 (August 28, 1821) Crowe writes, "As to the 

letter of Trott, all the quotations ft works mentioned are 
real ..." Also, in "A Few Words to our Contributors" (cf., 
X. 465), Crowe uses the signature "Alex. Sydney Trott.' 

"On the Decline of Tuscan Ascendancy in Italian 
Literature" Oct., 1821 X. 328 

In letter 2 (August 28, 1821) Crowe writes, "I had some 
idea of a set of Horae Italiae, choosing the lighter ft bur
lesque authors, as best suiting a miscellany, ft giving them 
spirit, intending to begin with Parlnl - " This evidence is 
too flimsy to show conclusively that Crowe wrote the above 
lece, especially as he did write a review of Parlnl's Giorno 
cf., X. 525)J which, as clearly stated in the letter, He"̂  
Intended for his first piece on Italian literature. "On the 
Decline of Tuscan Ascendancy in Italian Literature" compares 
both in style and subject matter with "Letter from Signer " 
(cf., XI. 548) which I take not to have been written by Crowe. 

I 

* Where Crowe's authorship is clearly established by 
the letters alone, only the number of the letter is given. 
Where Crowe's authorship is established from sources other 
than his letters, in doubtful cases, and where my findings 
disagree with other research, further explanatory material 
is included. 
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"Song, by Morgan Odoherty" Nov., 1821 X. 382 
On November 9, 1821, William Maginn writes to Blackwood, 

Put Crowe's song in the note, if not otherwise disposed of. 
There is a mistake in the press in it: for 'Phllo's' read 
'Pluto's.'" (Mrs. Cooke. p. I80) 

"Parlnl's Giorno" Dec. I, 1821 X, 525 
Letter 2. 

"Letter from Paris" Dec. II, 1821 X, 729 
Letter 4, 

"Moore's Irish Melodies" Jan,, 1822 XI. 62 
Letter 4, 

"On the Genius and Character of 
Rousseau" Feb,, 1822 XI. I37 

Letter 4. 

"Morellet's Memolres" Feb., 1822 XI. I65 
In letter 5 (January 26, 1822) Crowe writes, "I send 

soon thru' the embassy a little notice from the hand of a 
celebrated character here, with whatever I myself have made 
up." "On the Genius and Character of Rousseau" (cf., XI. 
137) and "Morellet's Memolres" both appeared in February, 
1822. He had already mentioned the Rousseau piece, so I take 
the review of Morellet to be the one referred to here. 

"The Parisian Mirror; or. Letters from 
Paris. I. II." Feb., 1822 XI. 217 

See letter 5 above. These pieces may be the ones re
ferred to as "what I myself have made up. On February 25, 
1822, William Maginn writes, "Young Crowe is Improving won
derfully - but he wants a knowledge of French, as he has made 
some queer blimders in translation - " (Mrs. Cooke, p. 253.) 
The Rousseau and Morellet articles contain no discernible 
errors in French; the 'Letters from Paris. I. II." contain 
several blunders; i.e., 'Est vous 1'accoucheur?" and "la 
botanique mise a la portee des dame..." Maginn might, oT 
course, have meant French-English translation, or he may have 
been mistaken in the authorship. If these pieces are Crowe's, 
he had four articles published in the February, 1822, number. 
A hint that the pieces are not Crowe's may be found in the 
note affixed by C.N. to Letter I: "Want of room obliged us 
to omit this Letter in our last Number." The Letter is dated 
December 3I, I821. Crowe's letter (above) is dated January 
26, 1822. If the Letters were sent with that communication, 
obviously they would not have been in time for the January 
number. 
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"The Parisian Mirror; or. Letters March, 1822 XI "̂ Ŝ 
from Paris. III. IV," ^^ 

Excerpts from Letter IV and Paris" (cf. XI. 579) indi
cate strongly that these two pieces were written by the same 
hand i 

From "Paris": "In a former letter I gave you some ac
count of a sort of public fete, which takes place here at 
Shrovetide, or on the three days preceding Lent, which in 
Paris are called les Jours gras.,," 

From Letter IV: The Joyous Carnival,,.has passed off 
very quietly with...the grand annual procession of the Fat 
Ox, with all its motley accompaniments of buffoonery, and the 
pride and Joy of the Boulevards for three whole days together." 

Paris" actually seems to be a continuation of the 
"Letters from Paris.^' Only the title is different. 

"Paris" is dated April 30, 1822, and contains a detailed 
account of the annual meeting of the Royal Institute which 
was held on April 24 that year. Crowe was not in Paris at 
that time, and therefore could not have written an eye-witness 
account as this seems to be. Crowe's last letter from Paris 
was dated March 15, 1822, He wrote a letter on April 7, 1822, 
from London, and he did not return to Paris until July, 1822. 
Thus, it seems conclusive that Crowe did not write "Paris, " 
and therefore did not write "The Parisian Mirror; or. Letters 
from Paris, III. IV." 

There is a possibility that Letters I and II were not 
written by the same person who wrote Letters III and XV. 
The latter letters seem to be from an author of longer resi
dence in Paris than Crowe; he compares the times with the 
year before or long ago; also he moves in higher social 
circles and has a wider acquaintance than Crowe would have 
been likely to have. In letter 4 (December 20, I821) Crowe 
writes from Paris, "If you have no objection to receive 
articles on French literature, I think, I have now in my 
power to furnish interesting ones." Altho\igh I find no fur
ther indication of it, it may be that Crowe had enlisted 
someone in Paris to furnish articles; if so, the above pieces 
could have been written by another and submitted by Crowe. 

"The Anglo-Florentine" April, 1822 XI. 421 
I doubt that this is Crowe's as he had not yet been to 

Italy. In letter 6 (March 15, 1822), however, he writes, 'I 
have engaged one of the Neapolitan exiles, a man of letters 
ft talent, with whom I have been acquainted, to write letters 
on the state of Italy, which I will translate and forward to 
you," The introduction in the above piece claims to present 
some advice to Englishmen from a gentleman who had long 
lived in Tuscany, 
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"On the Drama, - Duels' Shakespeare, 
and Jouy's Sylla" April, 1822 XI. 44o 

Letter 6, 

"Letter from Paddy: April, 1822 XI. 46l 
Although there is no direct reference in the letters to 

this piece, I take it to be Crowe's because it is signed 
"Paddy" and headed "Dublin" (March 17, 1822) Just as "Moore's 
Irish Melodies" (cf. XI, 62) is signed and headed (Nov. 20, 
1821.) Crowe was in Paris on both these dates. 

"Lacretelle's History of the 
Constituent Assembly" May, 1822 XI. 505 

Letter 6, 

"Letter from Signor , Touching Some May, 1822 XI, 548 
Points of Italian Literature" 

See comments on "On the Decline of Tuscan Ascendancy in 
Italian Literature" above. Nothing in the letters indicates 
Crowe's authorship. This piece may be by the same person 
who wrote "The Anglo-Florentine" (cf. X. 328; XI. 421) At 
the time "On the Decline of Tuscan Ascendancy" appeared, how
ever, Crowe had not yet been to Paris and enlisted his 
"Neapolitan exile." 

"Paris" May, 1822 XI. 579 
See comments on "The Parisian Mirror; or. Letters from 

Paris. III. IV. ' (cf. XI, 335) Crowe was not in Paris when 
this piece must have been written. 

"Bracebridge Hall. By Geoffrey 
Crayon, Esq.'' June, 1822 XI. 688 

Letter 8. 

"Letter of Thanks from an Occasional 
Contributor" (with John Wilson) June, 1822 XI. 741 

Letters 8, 9, and 10. 

"Hazlltt's Table-Talk" Aug., 1822 XII. 157 
Letter 10. 

"Letter from Paris" Aug., 1822 XII. 215 
In letter 13 (July 3I, 1822) Crowe writes from Paris, 

"Little, I fear, in the way of contribution will accompany 
this. Paris is a hacknled subject, ft my thoughts are too 
scattered to apply to any but passing objects. The Letter 
from Paris" is short, carries the same date as above, and 
consists of light gossip about the summer season, plays, etc. 
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"Letters from Italy. No, I, Oct., 1822 XII. 429 
No. II" 

There are no letters from Crowe to Blackwood's after 
July 31, 1822, when he went to Italy, until his ret\irn to 
Paris, March 11, 182^. Proof that he was the author of eight 
"Letters from Italy,^ however, is to be found in letter 19 
which was submitted for "Letters from Italy. No. IX," but 
which was not published, 

"Letters from Italy. No. Ill" Nov., 1822 XII. 531 
See "Letters from Italy" (XII, 429,) 

"On the Politics of De Stael" Nov., 1822 XII. 586 
Letter 12. 

"Letters from Italy. No. IV" Dec, 1822 XII. 726 
See "Letters from Italy" (XII. 429.) 

"Of Dante, and his Times" Feb., I823 XIII. l4l 
In letter l4 (March 11, I823) Crowe asks for the "Com

mentary on Dante, ft Carey's translation /^f Dante/." A note 
appended to the article reads, in part, ̂ Phe above Essay was 
sent off to us some months ago, by a friend travelling in 
Italy. Had it been written here, and now, the author would 
not surely have failed to make use of the many interesting 
particulars concerning Dante collected together by Mr. 
D'Israeli, in his late work, 'Curiousitles of Literature, 
Series Second.'" A note by the author asks to "be excused 
for passing over in silence Mr. Carey's translation, the 
writer of this article not having read it, and being resident 
for the present where it is not to be had." 

"Letters from Italy. No. V, March, I823 XIII. 276 
No. VI' 

See 'Letters from Italy" (XII. 429) 

"News from Paddy" April, I823 XIII. 397 
This piece is signed "Paddy" and headed 'Paris, 1st 

April, 1823." (cf. XI. 62; XI. 46l) Crowe was at this time 
in Paris on the return trip from Italy. The piece mentions 
his travels, seeing Kemble in the Vatican, etc. 

"Letters from Italy. No. VII" April, I823 XIII. 433 
See "Letters from Italy" (XII. 429) 

"Louis the Eighteenth's Account April, I823 XIII. 471 
of his Escape" 

I find nothing in the letters or elsewhere to indicate 
Crowe•s authorship. 
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"French Poets of the May, I823 XIII. 507 
Present Day" 

I find no evidence that this is Crowe's. 

"Foscolo on Petrarch" May, 1823 XIII. 579 
Letter l4, 

"Letters from Italy. No. VIII" June, I823 XIII. 598 
See "Letters from Italy" (XII. 429) 

"Rapp's Memoirs" July, I823 XIV. 39 
In letter 15 (May 30, I823) Crowe, back in England, 

writes, "I send you a little /T/ began in Paris." That this 
piece is Crowe's seems very doubtful, although he did review 
French books, Memolres du General Rapp was published in 
Paris and London, 1523, 

"Las Cases' Journal of the Private 
Life and Conversation of Napoleon Aug., I823 XIV. 193 
at St. Helena" 

Letter 20, 

"Parisian Sketches. No, I" Aug., I823 XIV. 193 
Proved not by Crowe by the letter from William Blackwood 

to Crowe, August 23, I823, "In this No. we have only had room 
for your critique on Las Cases.' 

"Blunt's Vestiges of Ancient Manners 
and Customs, Discoverable in Sept., 1823 XIV. 254 
Modem Italy and Sicily" 

Letter 20. 

"Lombard's Memoirs" Jan., 1824 XV. 65 
Crowe was loafing in Paris the latter part of I823. In 

letter 25 (December 17, I823), however, he writes, "The 
little enclosed is, I assure you, the only article I have 
composed these five months.,. ' (See also XV. 257 and XV. 262.) 

"La Martine's Poetry" March, 1824 XV. 257 

"Delavlgne's New Comedy and March, l824 XV. 262 
M^ss^niennes 

Maginn writes on January 2, 1824, that he is sending 
some of Crowe's papers. (Mrs. Qooke, p. 420.) In letter 36 
(June 16, 1826) Crowe writes, 'Tfind, that in Dublin I re
ceived but two remittances of LIO each, for which there is 
but a Review of Blunt's Vestiges, ft subsequently one of Botta, 
a letter or so from Paris, ft a Review of Magalotti..." I 
take these pieces to be the letters from Paris mentioned by 
him and the papers mentioned by Maginn. Since these two may 
be considered as a single article, "Lombards Memoirs (XV. 
65) may also be included. 
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"Magalotti on the Scotch School 
of Metaphysics" Aug,, 1824 XVI, 227 

Letter 36. 

"Modern History of Italy" Sept,, 1824 XVI. 262 
Letter 36. 



LETTERS OF GEORGE DOWNES 
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Dublin, No. 26 Trinity College 

8th November 1820 

Sir, 

I send you a translation from the works of Komer, ̂  

for insertion in your magazine, if you should think it de

serving of pecuniary remuneration, I am also preparing a 
2 

contribution for your Horae Hlspanicae, consisting of some 
3 

ballads selected from Depping's collection, and should be 

happy to enter into an engagement with you to furnish articles 

connected with foreign literature, and especially that of 

Germany, which country I visited last siommer and arranged 

there some correspondences which would facilitate the matter 

"Hans Helling's Rocks, A Bohemian Legend. Translated 
from the German of Komer, " B.M., March, 1821. Karl Theodor 
K6rner (1791-1813), German poet and patriot, Schiller's most 
intimate friend. He Joined in the German war of liberation 
in 1813 and was killed near Gadebusch in Mecklenburg. His 
poetic fsune rests on the patriotic lyrics published by his 
father in l8l4, Leler und Schwert. Encyclopedia Brltannlca, 
1946. B.M. published a translation of his Sword Song," 
November, 1822, in addition to Downes' translation in March, 
1821. (See letter 1.) 

"Horae Hlspanicae No. Ill, The Ruins of the Castle of 
Cervantes, and the Fall of Roderick and Spain," B.M., Janu
ary, 1821, 

Georges-Bernard Depplng (1784-1853), celebrated 
French scholar, of German birth. Among his works is Roman-
cero Castellano, o Coleccion de antiguos romances populares 
de los Espanoles, published in German in ldl2, reprinted in 
London, 1025. larousse. 
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I propose. Should you not approve of the accompanying ar

ticle, you will be good enough to send it back to me, when

ever you may have the opportunity of doing so free of postage. 

If it were directed to me, care of your correspondent Messrs 

Hodges ft McArthur, I should receive it. I am. Sir 

Your very obed't, serv't 

George Downes, 

2 

Dublin, No. 139 (lately No. 124) 

St. Stephen's Green, 7th Dec: 1820 

Sir, 

I have duly received your favour, and send the Horae 

Hlspanicae. You will be good enough to subjoin the accompany

ing poem of "Hans Helling's Rocks," with the signature as an

nexed to it, when you print my prose article of the same 

title. As I have vacated my chambers in College, you will be 

good enough to direct all future communications as above to. 

Sir, 
Your very obed t. serv t. 

G. Downes. 

Entered E,J, 

"̂ Contrary to Downes' request, and possibly because the 
poem "Hans Helling's Rock" accompanied the Horae Hlspanicae 
article, the translation of the poem appeared immediately pre 
ceding '̂Horae Hlspanicae No, III (erroneously headed No, II) 
in January, 1821. The signature T.C." and Dublin, Dec. 7, 
1820." were affixed. 



Ill 

Dublin, No. 139 St, Stephen's Green 

8th February 1821 

Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the number which 

you were kind enough to send me, and of the very flattering 

letter which accompanied it. Although I have long wished to 

see your old lodger Hans Helling domiciliated in your pages, 

I am rather glad that you have reserved him for your next 

number, as a pressure of other matters would prevent me from 

having anything ready for it, although I have more than one 

article on the stocks. As it is my intention to pursue litera

ture (and especially periodical literature, ) as a profession, 

should I find the heavy labours which attend it adequately 

remunerated, you would much oblige me by settling with me for 

the articles you have already received, as soon as "Hans 

Helling's Rocks" shall be printed, - that I may have a cri

terion for Judging whether I should be Justified in relin

quishing some other pursuits in which I am at present engaged, 

and devoting myself as I wish - heart and hand - to that 

which I prefer. You will find a sonnet annexed to this letter 

•̂ "Sonnet. Written off the Dutch Coast, August 1st, 
1820" with the initials "T.C." and "Dublin, 8th Feb. 1821 
affixed, appeared immediately before Downes' prose article 
"Hans Helllng's Rocks," BJM., March, 1821. See letter 1. 
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to serve as a companion for Hans. 

Mr, Anster changed his Intention of passing through 

London, and sailed for Bordeau last December, proposing to 

winter in the South of France, or some island of the medi

terranean, I am not yet acquainted with his address, but 

hope to be able to transmit to him any commands you may have, 

as I expect shortly to hear from him. How did it happen 

that your compositor neglected to set a note of considerable 

length, originally Depping's, which occurred in my Spanish 

communication? 

I am, dear Sir, 

Your's very truly 

Geo. Downes 
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Dublin, 12th March 1821. 

Dear Sir, 

Were I much less a friend of candour and well-meant 

admonition than I am, I should still feel grateful to you, 

for your very kind letter, - and the circumstance which you 

allege as a ground of apology for your frankness - our being 

"strangers to each other" much enhances the obligation I am 

under to you for the interest you take in my prospects. 

Various circumstances have determined me against all 

the three professions. However, besides a small indepen

dence, I enjoy a situation which occupies me only from 9 

until 1. The remaining part of the day, being too consider

able to be devoted to mere amusement, I have generally em

ployed in pursuits of an arduous but lucrative nature, which 

are however less congenial to my taste, and consistent with 

my health, than literary avocations. My situation also be

ing precarious, I wished to have a new channel open to my 

industry, in the hope that I might at all times be able to 

draw upon my pen for an addition to my comforts, although I 

concur with you in considering it a bad forager for the ne

cessities of life. 

You receive herewith an article on Komer's Minor 

Works. I am also preparing an essay of considerable length 

on the Spanish Ballads, originally written by Depplng. I 
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think it better to Insert this before I continue my poetic 

translations, as it will be likely to excite additional in

terest for my future communications in that department. A 

quaker friend of mine, who makes a pedestrian tour every summer, 

and wishes to turn his Journals into money has requested me to 

forward some specimens, in order to learn whether the Journals 

would be suitable for your magazine, and at what rate you 

would be disposed to remunerate him. Should you not be in

clined to receive them, you will be good enough to inclose 

them in your next parcel to Messrs H: ft McA. Mr, Anster is 

or was lately at Montpelller. Any communication directed to 

him 'Care of Messrs^ McCarthy, Brothers, Rue Borse, Bordeavix' 

will be duly forwarded to him. Be good enough to annex my 

"T.C," and "Dublin, 8th. November l820," to Hans Helllng's 

Rocks, when you print it. 

I remain, dear Sir, 

very truly your's 

Geo. Downes. 
1 

Wrote Mr. D. March 21st 

Written by another hand. 
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Dublin, 4th_ April 1821. 

Dear Sir, 

On accidentally reading in the Literary Gazette yes

terday evening the announcement of "Gold's London Magazine ft 

Theatrical Register" (published by Golds ft Co 19 Russell St. 

Covent Garden) I was much surprized to see advertized among 

other articles "Hans Helllng's Rock (in the singular number). 

This coincidence is so extraordinary, that I lose no time 

before rnishlng to pledge you my honour that I have no con

cern whatever with the article in question. Indeed I have 

never seen a number of that magazine, nor is It known at all 

in Dublin, to the best of my belief. 

A severe domestic affliction has Interrupted my liter

ary labours but, as my mind is becoming gradually tranquil

lized, I hope to resume shortly; meanwhile you can perhaps 

serve me in reference to the following matter. 

I have nearly ready for the press the first part of a 

Virgil, with English notes selected from all the best Latin 

1 
The Literary Gazette was founded by William Jerdon 

in 1817 and edited by him until I850. It contained reviews, 
essays, poetry, etc. Early contributors included George 
Crabbe, Mary Russell Mitford and Barry Cornwall. Walter 
Graham, English Literary Periodicals, New York, 1930, p. 315. 

2 
Gold's London Magazine and Theatrical Register was 

begun in lb20, was interrupted in lb24, and continued from 
I825-I829. It contained critical and dramatic reviews. 
Union List of Serials, ed. Winifred Gregory, 1943. 
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commentators including the new Regent Edition,'*' and with 

some new interpretations of my own, which have been consid

ered by good Judges as satisfactory elucidations of passages 

hitherto obscure or erroneously expounded. It contains three 

Eclogues and six books of the Aeneld being the portion re

quired for admission into Trinity College, and read in all 

the Irish Schools. The second part will contain all the re

maining works of Virgil. Were the first part printed, I 

could Insure its admission into one of the most extensive 

Seminaries in Dublin, and almost pledge myself for its adop

tion in several others throughout Ireland. There is so little 

encouragement for undertaking anything of the kind here that 

I thought it best to mention it to you, as - if you would 

not engage in the publication yourself you may be acquainted 

with some other publisher in Edinburgh more engaged in the 

printing of school-books, or discover one in London through 

the medium of Messrs Cadell ft Davles. The notes would oc

cupy a quire and a half of letter paper. My object would be 

to dispose of an edition or else the copyright, receiving at 

least a part of the sum in hand. If you could serve me in 

this affair, you would much oblige, dear Sir 

Your's very truly 

Geo. Downes 

Part of the collection of Latin works edited by J. 
Carey was called the "Regent's Classics," London, l822. 
British Museum. 
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P.S. I have Just been thinking that the appearance of my 

little poetical translation entitled "Hans Helllng's Rocks" 

(printed in your magazine for February) may have suggested 

the prose article to Gold's contributor. 

Dublin, 13th June 1821 

Dear Sir, 

I have been these some months anxiously expecting the 

appearance of my last contribution in your pages. I have a 

quamtity of other matter nearly ready for you, some of which 

I shall transcribe and send you, when the essay on Komer 

is printed. The gentleman, who sent you through me a speci

men of his tour In Ulster, is desirous to learn its fate. 

If you would send me a line in reference to these two sub

jects, it would much oblige, dear Sir, 

Your's very truly 

Geo: Downes. 
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Dublin, 8th August 1821 

Dear Sir, 

I send you the first section of the Essay I promised 

you, containing about one third of the entire. The remain

der you shall have in the course of a fortnight. As it is 

many months since any article of mine has appeared on your 

pages, I hope you will be able to stuff the Essay on the 

Minor Works of K6rner into some comer of your embryo number. 

The gentlemen who sent you the specimens of a tour to the 

Giant's Causeway ft£ has frequently applied to me for your 

answer. Should it be unfavorable, be good enough to return 

the specimens in your next comm\inlcatlon to me. After the 

Insertion of Depping's Essay I mean to continue the Horae 

Hlspaniae. I remain, dear Sir, 

Your very obedt servt. 

George Downes 
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Dublin 5th September 1821. 

Dear Sir, 

You receive herewith a continuation of the Essay on 

the Spanish Ballad, the conclusion you shall have in the 

course of the month. I shall afterwards furnish poetical 

translations of some of the romances of the Cid and the other 

worthies alluded to in the Essay. 

I have in preparation, and nearly ready for the press, 

a work, to be intituled : - "Letters from Mecklenburg and 

Holstein, including an account of the Free Cities of Hamburg 

and Lubeck, Written in the Summer of 1820."*̂  As the season 

for publishing is now approaching, I forward you some speci

mens of the work, which will not extend to more than about 

250 pages of letter-press, as far as I can Judge, and will 

be comprised in about 26 letters. From my colloquial knowl

edge of the German language, and a previous acquaintance and 

relationship with many individuals whom I visited during my 

route, I was enabled to make the best use of my time; and to 

draw up a light book of travels through a country but seldom 

visited, although my stay was not long enough for the amass

ing of materials to furnish out a political or statistical 

volume. 

Letters from Mecklenburgh and Holstein: comprlslnp; 
an account of Hamburg and LubecK, etc. was publlshea in Lon-
don, lb22. British Museum! It was brought out by Taylor 
and Hessey. 
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In Hamburg I became acquainted with the widow of the 

poet Klopstock, and collected some novel information rela

tive to that celebrated man. I visited the grave of Komer 

(whose name is at present so well known to the literary world 

of Britain, ) and amassed some interesting details respect

ing him. Near the Baltic I met with the remnant of an an

cient people, descended from the Vandals, whose singular cus

toms have not hitherto been described, and I have been care

ful to Introduce notices of collections of pictures, museums 

ft£ for the gratification of the lover of the fine arts. 

It is not my intention to publish at my own expense, 

but, if you think upon inspecting the specimens that you would 

be Justified in printing an edition on your account, allowing 

me a moderate remuneration for my part of the trouble, I 

shall revise the entire without delay. I will send you more 

copious specimens if you think fit. At all events, be good 

enough to let me have a line in answer before the expiration 

of this month, as I am very anxious to lose no time in dis

posing of the work. I am, dear Sir 

Your very obedt servt 

Geo: Downes 

•̂ Friedrich Gottlieb Klopstock (1724-1803), German 
poet, forerunner of the Romantics, best known for his lyrics. 
Encyclopedia Brltannlca, 1950. 
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Dublin, No 139 St Stephen's Green 

16th October 1821. 

Dear Sir, 

I have been since the beginning of the month anxiously 

expecting to hear from you, respecting the proposition which 

I made to you about two months since, relative to the publi

cation of my German tour. I called upon Messrs Hodges and 

Mc Arthur this morning, and, finding that there was no com-

mimication for me, am obliged to request that you will send 

me a line by post on this subject. I should not be so press

ing, but that the speedy publication of the work will be of 

infinite consequence to my future prospects, and an offer 

has been made to me by another house with regard to the print

ing of it, which I must either reject or accept very shortly. 

As I should much prefer Issuing my volume from your establish

ment, I shall suspend communicating with the other publishers 

until the 28th of this month, before which time I trust that 

you will favour me with a line. 

I have forebome to conclude my translation of Dep

ping's Essay on the Spanish Ballad, as I am still uncertain 

whether the articles have met your approbation, or even come 

to hand. I sent it and the specimens by the usual channels, 

and left them at the post office myself. Hoping that urgent 

necessity will plead my cause for soliciting so early an an

swer, I remain, dear Sir, 
Your very obedt serv't. 

George Downes 
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Dublin 5th November l821 

My dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your kind letter, 

the order in which has been duly honored by Messrs Hodges ft 

McArthur. As you have not inclosed any communications to 

them for me, I request that you will forward the MSS of the 

tour by the earliest opportunity, as I am much in want of 

them. I am happy that they have met your approbation, al

though you do not think it advisable to publish them at pres

ent. I cannot yet decide on the form in which they are to 

appear. 

Previously to Depping's Essay, I sent you an article 

on the Minor Works of Komer, which I flattered myself would 

prove a not uninteresting contribution. Pray inform me as 

to its fate. I also, at the request of a friend, sent speci

mens of a tour in Ulster, which he wished to publish in the 

magazine. If they have not met your approbation, you will 

be good enough to return them along with mine. You receive 

herewith the third Section of the Essay. The remainder you 

shall have in the course of a month. 

I remain my dear Sir 

Very truly your's 

Geo: Downes 
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Dublin, 13th June 1822 

Dear Sir, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of the magazines 

which you have been kind enough to send me, and to express 

at the same time my disappointment at not yet finding any 

part of the Essay on the Spanish Ballads inserted. I have 

forwarded the entire with the exception of the last section, 

but do not yet know whether you have regularly received the 

pacquets. It is my intention to manufacture some more 

Hora7e7 Hispanla/e7i but I wish to learn beforehand what may 

be the fate of the Essay, which I prepared as a sort of in

troduction to the future ballads. About fourteen months 

since I sent you an Essay on Komer's Works, of which I sup

pose you did not approve - if you can recover it, I should 

be obliged by your forwarding it to me by some opportunity. 

There is a Parisian gentleman resident in this city, 

who has published in Paris French translations of modern 

works. He has at present in the press a translation of Mr. 

Lockhart's new work "The Provost," and would be very desirous 

to procure the sheets of any unpublished work of that gentle

man's, which may be at present in progress through the press. 

Knowing my connection with your magazine, he has requested 

me to enquire of you whether it would be practicable. I do 

not know whether it be usual to do it, but suppose that 
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authors would, generally apea]cing» he desirous to have their 

works oiroulated in the eonUnental lansuages as early as 

e. 

Hy "letters frosi Ipeeklenhurg and Holstein" will, X 

, ere long he puhXished* I shall have^ a copy sent to 

||p»« fSadell's direeted for you, of whleh I request your ac-

iHMMuiee* ly sending me a line in answer to the a.bove en<̂  

fHiSies you would Mueh oblige. Bear Sir 

#*'̂-.';̂';- '.-, .-%.. . Yrs,very Sincerely 

•^ V-- _>;̂  ̂ ^^.: • .V. ̂  Q^Q Downes 
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Dublin, 27th August 1822 

Dear Sir, 

I have to thank you for The Steam-Boat, ""̂  which you 

were kind enough to send me by Mr. Joshua Abell. He has in

formed me that you mean to return the Essay on Spanish Bal-
2 

lads by the next opportunity. Perhaps he has delivered my 

message wrong. I had hoped that it would be inserted. If 

you consider it too long, I shall prune it for you. If you 

do not approve of this, you will be good enough to return it, 

and also the Essay on the Minor Works of Koerner. 

I lately sent you a second Letter from the Shades,^ 

which has I hope come to hand. On what terms would you fur

nish any Scotch novels in sheets (especially one of Gait's) 

to a friend of mine, who frenchifies them for the Paris 

market? 

I am, dear Sir, 

very truly your's 

Geo Downes 

The Steamboat, by John Gait, William Blackwood, Edin
burgh, and T. Cadell, Strand, London, 1822. 

%lackwood brought out in l822 Sixty Ancient Ballads, 
translated from the Spanish by J. G. Lockhart. A review of 
it appears in B.M., March, I823. This may, in part, explain 
the rejection of Downes' work. 

^'Letters from the Dead to the Living. No. II. Catti-
ana," signed "T.C, " B.M., August, 1822. 
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Dublin, 139 St Stephen's Green, 

13th September 1822. 

My dear Sir, 

I have to thank you for the order which you have been 

kind enough to send me, but which has not been honoured by 

Mr. Hodges. On applying to him he informed me that he had 

paid your last order for Ten pounds, and upon consulting his 

books found that he was no longer in your debt, adding that 

Mr, Milliken was now your agent. You will therefore perhaps 

be good enough to send me an order on Milliken, and I shall 

cancel that on Hodges ft McArthur. 

The expression "Important to the Public" was of course 

as much a quiz as the remainder of the "Cattiana." I am per

fectly satisfied that the Edinburghers concern themselves 

little in such contentions. However, it is rather strange 

that the Cork people hold the opinion that one of their num

ber has the merit, or demerit, of reviving the name of Barret, 

and have spread the report through Dublin̂ , insomuch that I am 

occasionally censured, and my friends almost insulted when 

they advocate my claims. It was solely for your Hibernian 
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readers I added the Postscript.''' 

I regret that precarious health, much occupation, and 

especially the pains attendant upon bringing out my "Letters 

from Mecklenburg and Holstein," (at which you will I hope 

have a peep in November), prevent me from contributing as 

frequently as I wish. With the new year I hope to be more 

troublesome to you. Farewell, my dear Sir, believe me 

very truly your's 

Geo Downes 

Downes' "Important to the Public," ending the "Catti
ana," is a protest against his "Barrettiana" having been 
credited to "some gentlemen resident in the Munster metropo
lis." "The Barrettiana," writes Downes, "originally con
tained only twelve anecdotes. To these, four more were added 
...and occasional interpolations also introduced among the 
notes. This circumstance has perhaps led to the appropria
tion of the entire article." Ann Kersey Cooke, in her 
Maglnn-Blackwood Correspondence, 1955* (unpublished) points 
out that William J<iaginn contributed Anecdotes 13, l4, 15, and 
l6 to Downes' article. 
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Vlndiciae Cattianae 

mlsther blacwood, 

musha durty wather^ ' on ye an awl yir sorte what 

a purty klttle^^' of fish ylv maid ^^' o me ^^' artikail be 

putn ^^' ^^® Mahratta ^'' into it the docthers as mad as a 
(8) 

Hatter take, says he catty an rite em a note an ill ^ ' giv 
(9) 

ye a tltl catty now whether he mains to make me a cowntes 

or marshnis blast the bit o me nose^ ' the Mahratta says he 

has spilt^ ' sum 1 yer best Joake catty an says he ill take 

an kurrect em meself so all the rest ethe ^ ' note im 
Rlten'^^' Isnt rote be one but be the tother. 

Sined 

catty, feverd^ ' be^^^) 

a bat sint tithe ertĥ "̂  ̂  
(17) (l8) 

be the grate he cat^ ' 

countersigned 

T.C. 

Dublin, l6th. Sept. 1822 

(1 

(2 

(3 

(4 

(5 

musha: An Irish word which I won't explain because 
you've no Irish type. 

durty wather: "dirty waters." 

Kittle: "Kettle" 

ylv maid: "you've made" 

me: my. 



129 

(6 

(7 

(8 

(9 

(10 

(11 

(12 

(13 

(14 

(15 

(16 

(17 

(18 

be putn: "by putting.' 

the Mahratta*,»i "them errata." 

111 /r long, as in whlle7: "I Will." 

tltl: title" Its' evident that the doctor meant a 
tltXe for her present article, - viz, "Vlndiciae 
h r If^^ ' "" "*̂ ® thought he meant a title for 

nose: "knows." 

®P^^^ /L loJ^* as in whlle7: "spoiled." 

ithe /7a dissyllable/: "of the." 

Rlten: "writing.' 

feverd: "favoured." 

b£: "by." 

sint tithe erth: "sent to the earth. ' 

grate; "great." 

he cat,'.'.' "Hecate.' 

Cattiana. See Blackwoods Edinburgh Magasine for Aug. 

1822. 

P. 194 - Line 28 - For these read those. 

195 - Note 10 - To Top read Go Lox. 

Yir a blassd crew o printhers divils.' Ye misstuck the Irish 

for English characters. 

D^ Notes 16. For Swedenburg read Swedenborg. 

D^ Note 19. That T.C. is a purty gom not to no what a 

Brackets are Downes'. 
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Thrawnicen is. Ill tell ye what a Thrawnicen is. "Briza 

media, Cynosurus cristabus, and all those /grasses/ with 

small "naked wiry stems, they /our predecessors/ ranked under 

the name of Culsog, or Trathnin. White's Essay on the In

digenous Grasses of Ireland. 

P. 196 Line 4 and Note 50. For Med lam read Median. 

D. Line l4, 15. For heelander read heelandher. 

P. 197. No. 2. For Stravaguin read Sthravaguln. 

- 198. No. 6. - rlsed used. 

D - palace place 

- Note 12. sub finem. For peeble-dashers read 

pebble-dashers 

-/?/ Important to the public 

Line 4. For gentlemen read gentleman 
o 

D- sub finem. For entituled read intituled. 

Quod tester 

B 

Pulvis /a dust/ et iimbra. 

1 
An undeflnable sign; possibly to signify the picture 

of a human hand pointing to the title 'Important to the 
Public" in the article as it appeared in B.M. 

All other brackets are Downes'. 
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Dublin, 139 Stephen's Green; 

27th October I823 

Dear Sir, 

Having a considerable portion of time at my disposal 

I have been wishing to become a more regular contributor to 

your magazine than formerly. I have, however, been deterred 

by your not noticing a letter which I wrote to you some six 

months since, accompanied by a contribution intituled: -

"Fun Retrospective, N£ 1'" consisting of a critique on an old 

tour through Denmark. I should feel exceedingly obliged if 

you would favour me with a line when Mr. Wakeman is on his 

return, stating whether I may continue to contribute as 

hitherto with the same chance of having my articles occasion

ally inserted. Should the above-mentioned article have been 

rejected, you would oblige me by sending it to me by Mr. 

Wakeman who will be kind enough to take charge of it. You 

will easily distinguish it in turning over your papers, as 

it was written on thin bank post paper. 

I remain. Dear Sir, 

very truly yours 

George Downes. 

P.S. Shall I continue the Horae Hlspanicae, of my first 

essay in which you expressed your approbation? 
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Dublin 139 Stephen's Green 

19th May 1824 

Dear Sir 

You receive herewith three copies of a work, in the 

success of which when you read the author's name you will 

Judge that I am much interested. It ought to have been sent 

from London to Edinburgh long since, but somehow my direc

tions were not attended to. Should you succeed in selling 

them, ft wish for more, you can have them from Messrs. Taylor 

ft Hessey. 

Allow me to return you thanks for your kindness in 

sending me the Magazines, to which I should much wish to con

tribute if I knew how to please C.N. 

A circumstance of a peculiar nature obliges me In-
2 

stantly to print some straggling verses which I have by me, 

ft which I expect that I cannot print (for want of time) on 

your side of the water. The Spanish & German Ballads which 

constitute one of your Horae Hlspanicae-^ will figure among 

the number. 
I remain. Dear Sir 
Yrs very sincerely 
Geo Downes 

Probably Letters from Mecklenburgh and Holstein, Lon
don, 1822. See letters y, 9, and 10. 

p 
Dublin University Prize Poems: with Spanish and Ger

man Ball'ads, Dublin, 1524. See letter lb. 
^"Horae Hlspanicae No. Ill,' BJ^., January, 1821. 
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Dublin, 139 Stephen's Green 

19th May 1824 

Dear Sir, 

Since forwarding the few lines in the parcel which 

Mr, Wakeman has been kind enough to convey to you, and which, 

from the haste wherewith they were written, must have been 

nearly illegible, it has occurred to me that the little work 

to which I therein alluded might in the first instance be 

published in Edinburgh, though printed here. It consists of 

four Prize Poems (with minor pieces annexed), which I am 

obliged to print instantly, in proof of my claims as a can

didate for a professorship at present vacant in the Univer

sity. It would be a source of great gratification to me if 

you would allow your name to appear in my title page as sole 

publishers. To this request I cannot anticipate any objec

tion, as you will have no concern whatever with the expenses 

for the publication, which will be of course all defrayed by 

me. As the volume must appear in the ensuing week, I parti

cularly request an answer by return of post, to enable me to 

arrange the title page; and remain. Dear Sir, 

Yours very sincerely 

George Downes 

20th 

P.S. I am ashamed to say that we have no legitimate hot 

press in Ireland. Shall I send the work on sheets to 
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Edinbroy^lc/ to have it hotpressed there? I am printing 

only Two Hundred copies. 

17 

Dunnville, Cullen's-Wood Avenue, 

near Dublin, l8th Dec. 1824. 

Dear Sir 

I have to return you many thanks for your kindness in 

sending me the magazine, which I receive regularly, and from 

which I of course derive much entertainment. It is very long 

since I troubled you with any attempts of my own in the peri

odical way, but as I have at present a considerable portion 

of leisure, and wish to turn it to some advantage, I will 

venture to send you in the course of next month a candidate 

for reception among your Horae Germanlae, in the hope that it 

will meet your approbation. The subject is a drama of 
1 

Gothe's. 

I have lately been induced to publish a small volume 

of Poems for definite object, a copy whereof you will receive 

herewith, if the gentleman who bears this letter can convey 

it also. You would oblige me by letting your Editor see it. 

I am preparing for an extensive continental tour, on 

which, if nothing untoward intervene to thwart my purpose, I 

•^wnes' article did not appear in BJI. 
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will set out in April or May, I mean to go as far as Rome, 

and afterwards to travel through Germany (visiting Weimar, 

Leipzig, the Hartz, etc) and perhaps a part of Bohemia. I 

should be very desirous to publish my observations throiigh 

the medium of Maga, in the form of occasional letters, and 

request to learn your sentiments on the subject. Being col

loquially acquainted with the languages of the countries I 

mean to visit, I shall perhaps be able to collect some novel 

information which Geordie Buchanan^ might not disdain to 

receive under cover. I remain. Dear Sir, 

Yours very faithfully 

Geo: Downes 

P.S. Pray inform me in your answer whether my "Letters from 

Mecklenburgh ft Holstein" has had any sale in Edinbro'. 

1 
George Buchanan (1506-I582), Scottish scholar and 

historian, William Blackwood regarded him as the typical 
Scottish scholar, and his portrait, from the beginning, has 
appeared on the cover of Maga. Mrs. Margaret Oliphant, 
Annals of a Publishing House, Edinburgh, l897. Vol. II, p. l 
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18 

11 Dunnville, Cullen's-Wood Avenue 

near Dublin; 11th Febr^ 1825 

Dear Sir, 

I wrote some time since to inform you that I was pre

paring for a continental tour, and desirous to mitigate my 

expenses by occasionally furnishing an article for Maga. I 

expect to be absent from Ireland for at least fifteen months, 

and to visit many countries. Pray favour me with a line 

stating whether I shall send you any of my observations, and 

whether there is any object to which you would wish me more 

particularly to direct my attentions. Should I not hear 

from you before the expiration of next month I shall reverse 

the adage, and conclude that "Silence marks dissent." 

I hope you will receive herewith a volume of poems 

whereof you will be kind enough to accept. I should be 

obliged by your submitting it to your Editor. 

I remain. Dear Sir, 

very faithfully yours 

George Downes 
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19 

Fallowlea House, Londonderry, 

l6th. September 1828 

Dear Sir, 

Several years have elapsed since my solitary communi

cation to the Horae Hlspanicae, and diatribes on the vagaries 

of Dr. Barrett, found a place in your magazine. During a 

great part of the interval I was wandering with my family 

through many continental countries. In October 1826 I re

turned to Ireland, and have since occupied the most of my 

leisure in drawing up a Tour, which, like my volume on Meck

lenburgh and Holstein, is in the epistolary form, extending 

to sixty-three letters. The countries I visited were France, 

Italy, Switzerland, Savoy, Germany, Denmark, Holland, and 

the Netherlands. Speaking more or less the languages of these 

various countries, and having a number of connections on the 

continent, I was enabled to amass a quantity of novel matter. 

In Germany especially I visited several tracts not hitherto 

described, and my attention was everywhere directed to the 

examination of Museums, Picture and Sculpture Galleries, 

Public ,Libraries, and Ecclesiastical Antiquities. Scenic 

descriptions and light anecdotes are also interspersed. The 

only specimen of my observations hitherto published is con

tained in the Amulet of this year. It is entitled - "Faustus 

- the Brocken-Goethe" - and intended to give a slight sketch 
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of the scenery of the Hartz, and the state of society at 

Weimar, where I was acquainted with the author of Faustus. 

Having also met with Blumenbach at Gottingen, Wyttenbach^ 

at Berne, and a number of other continental literati, I was 

enabled to introduce several personal anecdotes connected 

with them. 

I have thus endeavoured to give you a minute acco\int 

of the leading features of my Tour, which is now completely 

ready for publication. My object is to dispose of an edition, 

or the copywright/sic/. I would expect a very small remunera

tion for my labour in the first instance, being willing to 

let the greater part depend on the success of the sales. 

Although the pecuniary emoliiment would probably be much 

greater if it appeared first in a magazine, I should prefer 

less profit for the satisfaction of publishing the Tour in 

a separate fonn. However, as I have observed several works 

printed first in Maga, and afterwards in a volume, I would 

request your opinion on the subject. All I can expect at 

present is a statement of the terms you would offer, if, on 

seeing a specimen you felt inclined to undertake the publica

tion. I could send you about twelve letters immediately by 

•̂ Johann Friedrich Blumenbach (l752-l840), German phy
siologist and anthropologist. Best known for his work in 
anthropology, he was the first to show the value of compara
tive anatomy in the study of man's history. Encyclopedia 
Brltannlca. 1946. 

^Daniel Albert Wyttenbach (1746-1820), German-Swiss 
classical scholar, said to be the founder of modern Greek 
scholarship. Encyclopedia Brltannlca. 1958. 
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the Steamer, which plies between Derry and Glasgow, or any 

other conveyance you might point out. Should you approve of 

embellishments, I have materials for furnishing vignettes. 

If the number of inscriptions, ftc. in foreign languages, ap

pear too numerous I could retrench, or translate the more 

unimportant. Two octavo volumes would I think be the most 

desirable form, but on this subject or the interim mechanism 

of the work, I should be happy to entertain any suggestions 

you might offer as likely to render /TJ more acceptable at 

17 Prince's Street. 

I would be much obliged by an early answer, as I wish 

to dispose of my labours in some shape or other before winter, 

and remain. 

Dear Sir, 

Yours very faithfully 

George Downes 

William Blackwood Esq. 

Blot. 
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20 

Londonderry; 20th July 1829 

Dear Sir, 

You receive herewith specimens of a Tour in Letters. 

I have sent six, forming about one tenth of the work, which 

is as yet nameless. I also send an entire work, extracted 

from the former, and very short. The latter is finished, 

except the mottos, which could be supplied hereafter. It is 

my wish to dispose of my labours, in either form, for a mod

erate remuneration, to be printed either as a separate work 

which I should prefer (although perhaps less profitable, ) 

or in the pages of your magazine. Should you be inclined to 

treat respecting either, I should be happy to entertain any 

suggestions you may have to make as to the length or form of 

the work. The "Something New" is very short, and might be 

succeeded by another series, if successful. Part of the 

article "Goethe in Weimar" has appeared in the Amulet, and 

been copied into many papers. The rest has not yet appeared, 

unless a stray sentence or two in the article on Blumenbach. 

As I am leaving this part of Ireland for ever you will 

please to address your answer "Care of Mr. Richard D. Webb 

No. 10 William St. Dublin." Should you be disinclined al

together to enter into negociations /§ic/, you will have the 

goodness to return the papers, as soon as convenient, under 

the same address. 
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I remain. 

Dear Sir 

Yours faithfully 

Geo: Downes 

P.S. The countries I visited were France, Switzerland, Savoy, 

Italy, Denmark, Germany, Holland, ft the Netherlands. 

21 

Ballltore, Co: Klldare; 

22nd September 1829. 

Sir, 

About the middle of July I paid for the carriage of a 

parcel to be forwarded to you by the Steampacket plying be

tween Londonderry and Glasgow. Not having been favoured by 

any commimication from you since, I am apprehensive that the 

packet may not have come to hand. It contained a small work 

ready for the press, extracted from a Journal which I kept 

during an extensive tour on the Continent, and consisting of 

twelve separate sketches of persons and places - and it also 

contained six letters on the same subject, forming the com

mencement of a series of sixty-five, which embrace the entire 

tour, I adopted the narrative form in the finished work, and 

the epistolary in the detached specimens, not knowing which 

would be more acceptable; and I mentioned that I was willing 
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to dispose of whichever you preferred, either for your maga

zine or for separate publication (which would be more satis

factory to me) if, on perusal, you thought my labour entitled 

to moderate remuneration. 

I subjoin a catalogue of the twelve articles, as I 

should wish to ascertain whether they would be acceptable 

subjects : -

Goethe in Weimar 

The Castle of Grongeres 

Cumae and Baiae 

The Environs of Heidelberg 

William Tell's Country 

The Pastor Wyttenbach and Professor Nasser 

Rolandseck on the Rhine 

Blumenbach in Gottingen 

Rousseau in France, Savoy, and Switzerland 

A Glimpse of Holland and Belgium 

Varus and his Legions 

A Day in Denmark 

I should be much obliged by an early communication on 

this subject. Should the sheets have reached you, but not 

been approved of, you will have the goodness to return them, 

as I have no other correct copy. The parcel should be di

rected to me "Care of Mr. Richard D. Webb No. 10 William 

Street Dublin," who will pay the expense of carriage. But 
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l e t t er s by post are addressed to my residence, as above, 

"Ballltore, Co: Klldare." 

I remain. Sir, 

yours very faithfully 

George Downes 

William Blackwood Esq. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO BLACKWOOD'S MAGAZINE 

ATTRIBUTED TO GEORGE DOWNES* 

"Hans Helllng's Rock" 
Letter 2. 

"Horae Hlspanicae. No. II." 
Letter 1 

"Sonnet, Written off the Dutch 
Coast, August 1st, 1820." 

Letter 3 

"Hans Helllng's Rocks. - A 
Bohemiam Legend" 

Letter 1 

Jan., 1821 VIII. 358 

Jan., 1821 VIII, 359 

Mar., 1821 VIII, 624 

Mar,, 1821 VIII. 625 

"Letters from the Dead to the Living. 
No. I. Barrettiana" (with Maginn) Feb., 1822 IX. 207 

Letter 13. Downes' "Important to the Public," a post
script to "Cattiana" (cf. XII, 194), is a protest against 
his 'Barrettiana" having been credited to "some gentlemen 
resident in the Munster metropolis." "The Barrettiana," con
tinues Downes, "originally contained only twelve anecdotes. 
To these, four more were added...and occasional interpola-
tions also Introduced among the notes. This circumstance has 
perhaps led to the appropriation of the entire article." On 
Januai*y 26, 1822, William Maginn writes to Blackwood, "I re
turn your Barretlana. I have added a few anecdotes ftc." 
Wardle attributes Anecdotes I3, 14, 15, and 16 to Maginn. 
Mrs. Cooke, p. 245. 

"Letters from the Dead to the 
Living, No. II. Cattiana" 

Letter 12. 
Aug., 1822 XII. 194 

* Where Downes' authorship is clearly established by 
the letters alone, only the number of the letter first fur
nishing the proper evidence is given. In the one instance 
of addition by another writer, further explanatory material 
is Included. 
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^82j§7 
Dear Sir 

Some time has now elapsed since our friend Maginn"*" 

intimated to me your wish to have some communication re

specting the state of this country from a person whom you con

sidered sufficiently qualified by his talents ft experience 

to undertake such a task - of the former, as referring to me, 

your Judgment was perhaps a little too partial, the latter 

qiiallfication I may without vanity pretend to possess. I 

dont know whether something of the same nature might not 

have been intimated in one of your own obliging letters - I 

certainly felt well disposed to contribute any thing within 

my reach to the support of a periodical work so spiritedly 

carried on, ft where principles were so congenial with my own -

but the feeble ft uncertain state of my health, combined with 

other circumstances forbade me to risque a promise the per

formance of which was so uncertain. I am particularly unfit 

for any thing of regular composition, being never able to 

write more than a few lines at a time, & sometimes obliged 

to abstain from pen ft ink entirely. Reading fortunately is 

a relief to which I can always resort - Some time after the 

communication made by Maginn, I did undertake the task, ft 

1 
William Maginn enlisted Townsend as a contributor to 

Blackwood's Magazine. See Introduction. 
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sent him those papers of which you published some under the 
1 

title of the Irishman. I could \inderstand from him that they 

were very well received, tho' I believe he did not inform 

you who was the author, at least I so collect from a letter 

I have very lately received from him. This concealment was 

not by my desire, for I had no intention of using such re

serve, but probably came from his delicacy, on my omitting 

to give any particular instruction on that head, I know the 

secret to be as safe with you as with him. Under these cir

cumstances I was rather surprised to find my papers discon

tinued rather abruptly as it appeared. At first I Imputed 

it to some delay or difficulty in the transmission as he was 

about that time meditating a removal to London, The last 

paper, containing an account of some peculiar customs ft habits 

of our Rustics which I thought might be Interesting to Bri

tish readers, was delivered to him last summer in London by 

my son, ft hearing nothing further on the subject I wrote to 

him by a friend two or three months since - He tells me that 

there might have been some irregularity in the transmission 

1 "The Irishman. No. I. Pamphlets on Ireland, B.M.. 
November, 1823; "The Irishman. No. II," B.M., January,"^24. 
On September 22, l823, Maginn writes, "l"Tiave got the Irish 
series I promised you, but must write the introduction my
self, as my friend has not caught your tone," /Hrs. Cooke, 
p. 388/ indicating, as Mrs. Cooke points out, that Maginn 
wrote part of the first "Irishman. ' An introductory letter 
signed "Gabriel South" precedes "The Irishman. No. I," and 
a long note follows it signed "G.S," These two additions 
must be Maginn's work. The article itself, as well as "The 
Irishman. No, II," also is signed "G.S," although they are 
manifestly Townsend's contributions. 

file:///inderstand
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of the i)apers, ft that a probable cause of their discontinu

ance arose from an opinion that the public palate might have 

been glutted with Irish affairs, I remember that the number 

succeeding that in which the last of mine appeared, contained 
2 

a long article marked 'Ireland,' very strong, ft ably written, 

containing bold truths, ft recommending vigorous measures, but 

of a more violent nature than I could advise, or the general 

public be able to digest. Maginn also suggested the idea of 

my addressing myself to you which in fact is the cause of 

the present letter. He seemed to think that as Irish affairs 

still possess so prominent a character it might not yet be 

too late to lay more papers before the public - but of this 

you are not only the most competent, but the sole ft proper 

Judge, I did not think my papers likely to be so long, but 

as I went on matters seem to grow under my hands, ft the first 

having been favourably received I saw no probability of 

"I have some Irish papers by Old Townsend by me," 
writes Maginn in early August, 1824, "but I am afraid the 
subject has become too prominent in all our periodicals." 
On March 28, 1825, Maginn confesses, "I have put up Mr. T's 
papers too safe to find them immediately, but will certainly 
have them in a day or so. They are mixed with my own. Write 
him to say, what will be the truth, that when he sent his 
last communication it was not completed, which occasioned a 
delay and that in the interim other writers took up Ireland, 
so that you feared it would be de trop — but that now you 
would be happy to have from him a newly commenced series... 
Tell him you cannot immediately lay your hands on his papers, 
which should have been returned long ago, if you knew how to 
do it, but that you had no sure address from me &c ftc... 
Mrs. Cooke, p. 494; pp. 563--̂ . See also letter 2. 

^"Ireland," by David Robinson, B.M., March, 1824. 
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interruption to the rest - On a hint of his I sent some ob

servations on the character of our Irish Lawyers which ap

peared in the London Monthly (as I think) These I suppose 

might as well have been spared. 

I often regret being at such a distance - if inter

course were less difficult I should be tempted to offer an 

occasional squib or essay, some of which might be thought 

not undeserving of a place - but to say truth, both my age 

ft state of health are sore hindrances to my capabilities of 

existence, even supposing other obstacles removed. 

I did Intend to avail myself of my neighbour Lord 

Carbery's Frank for this letter, but he is gone to London. 

I therefore, as I consider this a sort of intrusion, take 

the liberty of feeling it myself, and if it is convenient to 

acknowledge it, dont hesitate at putting me to the little 

expense of postage. To us rustics a letter from any of the 

Edinburgh lltteratl, is always worth paying for. 

I remain your very obt ser/y't/, 

Hor. Townsend 
My address is -

The Revd̂  Hor Townsend 
Derry 
Ross Carbery 
Ireland 

John (Evans-Treke), Baron Carbery (1765-1845). Town-
send was given the living at Ross Carbery, County Cork, at the 
completion of his M.A. at Trinity College, Dublin, and he re
sided there the rest of his life. "Lord Carbery's Letter on 
the Late Cork County Meeting," by William Maginn, in BJJ., 
February, 1821, was an article on a pamphlet by Lord Carbery 
published by Edwards and Savage, Cork, 1821. 
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Derry - Ross Carbery 

April 23 - 1825 

My dear Sir 

I was much obliged by your polite ft flattering letter -

I agree with you perfectly respecting the suppression of the 

papers under existing circumstances. I believe the cause of 

this delay is attributable to our friend Maginn who at that 

time was hurried about removing. The returning them to me 

is a matter of no haste and of little consequence - The con

venient way perhaps might be through Glascow by any mercan

tile friend who could consign them by the first ship to the 

care of Morgan ft Reeves Merchants in Cork, I am afraid our 

friend Maginn overrates my means of supply, my present he 

certainly does for my state of health is such that I could 

not undertake, had I even time, anything of length or trouble. 

The utmost in my power is a little occasional essay or letter 

suggested by passing events - even that I could not venture 

to engage for, however filling?/ I am to contribute to a 

work founded on sound principles, ft with its badinage, (for 

you must cater for many palates) so many admirable papers on 

subjects of deep ft general importance - As I have room to 

spare, it occurs to me that a letter in the anglo-hlbemlan 

•^Blot. 
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style of a Cork shoemaker, might not be without some inter

est - in Cork where you are much read I am sure it will take, 

for it contains some strong truths under a garb of simpli

city, as well as some well deserved strictures upon certain 

persons well known there - at all events it will be no great 

trouble to read it, tho' the writing of it, for there was no 

great trouble in such a composition, takes one who can write 

but little at a sitting, some hours. 

I remain ftc. 

Your sincere friend ft serv't. 

/TCLI the above portion of this letter has been crossed out and 
the signature obliterated/ 

1 
Paddy Pumps of Cork to C.N, Esqre at Edinburgh -

honoured Sir, 

This goes with my compliments, hoping you're in good 

health as I am at this present writing, thank God ft St, 

Patrick for it, and tis a wonder I was not hindered from 

writing to you at all at all - Arrah man, says Tim Sheedy, 

he's a publican next door but one to my little shop in Blar

ney Lane, arrah man, put it out of your head - you write to 

Kit North indeed - and why not says I, sure, I writes to Kit 

•̂ t>addy Pumps of Cork to C.N. Esq., at Edinburgh," ap
peared in B.M., June, 1825. 
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Huchlnson our member, and by the same token he promised me 

a Tide waiter's place for voting for him - sure did not I 

write to Kitty Huchlnson, says I, and is not he a bigger man 

than Kit North, and does not he bother um in the Parliament 

house, ft that's more nor Kit North can say and did not he by 

the same token promise me to take off the tax upon leather 

that I might have double profit on my shoes - Oh but says 

Tim, he's a liberal, he's one of the people I may say, and 

so fond of us when he wants to get out Votes. Now Kit North 

is /a" different kind of man; 'tis little he'11/^ be after 

minding what one of us could say to him, //- "I don't know 

that," says I; "sure is not Captain O'Dogherty, our/ country

man, one of his favourites, /^nd don't they drink whisky-

punch find eat oysters for all the world/ like a Jolly set 

^ f our own merry boys: and is not Bill Dogherty of Mill-

street my tenth cousin^/ 

What do you think now Mr, N, of our Paddy Bishops as 

I call um? - You thought I suppose they were a set of old 

humdrum Fogies doing nothing but fasting, ft praying, and 

The published article has 'Hutchinson.' Christopher 
Hely-Hutchlnson (1767-I826), lawyer, called to the Irish bar 
in 1792, entered parliament during the vice-royalty of Earl 
Fitzwllllam as a warm supporter of his administration. He 
withdrew from parliament because of disgust with the govern
ment of Lord Camden. He was opposed to Union and supported 
parliamentary reform. D.N.B. 

The material enclosed in brackets is supplied from 
the article as it appeared in B.M. The manuscript is torn at 
this point, and at least one sheet is missing. For the com
plete article, see B.M., June, I825, Vol. XVII, pp. 681-684. 
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giving absolution, seldom seen in the world and living like 

owls In an Old Chlmly - You read Bishop Doyle's^ answer to 

the parliament questioners, ft was not he a match for um? 0 

he's a Jewel the BlshopI but between ourselves, you are not 

to Judge of all of them from Bishop Doyle, He reads, as he 

says every book, and by my own Soul if he does, he goes 

through many a page not very decent reading for a Bishop's 

spectacles - "I reads, says he, every book, and I would be 

glad to see all my people poor as well as rich educated, and 
2 

able to read all books like myself," Monam on Dlaoul but 

Klldare and this Country have, very different Bishops if 

that's the case, for here our children can hardly get a book 

for love or money, but some musty catachisms and saints aves, 

and the like, and when we borrows anything better - whack -

the Priest whips it away from um, for fear they would moirnt 

upon it like a witch's broom and ride post to the Devil. To 

be sure if reading would carry us there, the revc[ Fathers are 

very right, but then sure it would be better to forbid learn

ing to read, than to read after having learned, which is Just 

like saying to a child, my dear take a walk to get you an 

appetite, ft when he comes back to give him nothing to eat -

James Warren Doyle (178I-I834), Roman Catholic bishop 
of Klldare and Lelghlin, whose polemical and political writ
ings under his episcopal initials of 'J.K.L," exercised in 
their day an enormous influence. He established schools, re
formed his diocese, and fought for the rights of Catholics. 
D.N.B. 

2unknown to me. 
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Some think Dr Doyle was quizzing his examiners, but as that 

is a word I am not up to, I leave it to your better Judgment. 

I believe it Is something like what we common people call 

humbugging, 

I told you times were mending with us, and trade grow

ing brisk and money of ready plenty, but still we are not 

growing very rich for want as everybody says of Capitol, 

This is the word now in all mouths. Wherever I went, and I 

goes to all the speech making places, I could hear of nothing 

but Capitol - We have a great many people here whose trade 

seems to be making speeches, tho as yet they are not much the 

richer for it - There are Attomles without clients. Merchants 

without money. Shopkeepers without customers, and Doctors 

without Patients, twould do your heart good to hear the fine 

speeches all of them are every day making about the good of 

the Nation, and Capitol. Sometimes a richer man, like Jerry 

Alchone, would step in among um not because he much likes 

such company, but because he likes to be making speeches -

he is training for a Parliament man they say - I hope it will 

thrive better with him than it did before. Some credit he 

got to be sure, but faith he paid dear enough for it. Well, 

Mr. N_ I was as you may guess, mighty desirous to know what 

this same Capitol was, but says I I wont shew my ignorance by 

asking publicly - So I went to my cousin Jerry Birch the 

schoolmaster, a learned man you know -Jerry says I, carelessly. 

You're the boy that knows every thing about the Capitol -
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Faith and true for you, says Jerry, for it has made a part 

of my study here in school these five and twenty years past 

Oh it was a grand thing, the very bulwark of the Great City 

of Rome in its best days - It was saved once by the cackling 

of geese. Humph - thought I, this will be but a wild goose 

chase to me I'm afraid - so I looked knowing ft said nothing 

but wished him good morning, wondering what the devil Greece 

had to do with 

/Here the sheet ends. See note 2, page l^ljj 

3 

/IB25/ 

Viy dear Sir, 

I had lately a little packet from Edwards ft Savage 

including not only an acknowledgment of my letter but a new 

1 

ft very elegant work "The Foresters" - a work of very pecu

liar merit Indeed both as to style ft matter - I don't know 

whether I envy more the Authors excellence of mind or manner 

the former is certainly the more exalted one, but without the 

power of conveying such statements their influence ft opera

tion will be comparatively ineffective. Really this empire 

owes much literary obligations to your country- You have 

•̂ The Forresters. A Tale of Domestic Life, by the 
Author nr tight and Shadows oi\Scottisn Life_,_etc. /Tohn 
Wilson/ RH^nburgh. IBS'̂ . British Museum. 
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some evil spirits at work to be sure - but they are amply 

redeemed by others of a happier tendency, ft perhaps we are 

in some degree Indebted to the former for producing the latter 

I cannot think of putting to you the trouble ft expense 

on my account - What I could do for you, were age ft health 

consistent would be on public principle - Encouraged by your 

disdain of postage expense I send the above - Whether it 

will be worth acceptance I know not - but it will shew the 

good wishes of your 

obliged ft obdt ser/y't/ 

H Townsend 

Derry June 20 - I825 

Probably a reference to "Recollections of Garrick," 
signed "Senex" B.M., October, I825. Or, "Letter from Senex, 
on Swift, Sir Walter Scott, ftc." signed "Senex, Cork, Oct. 
31, 1825/' B,M., December, I825. 
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/T826/ 
My dear Sir, 

I have received both your kind letters, one accom

panied by the Omen-̂  ft the last by Malachl's most excellent 
2 

ft interesting letters, quite in unison with Irish feeling, 

and Incomparably sustained both in wit ft argument - They are 

worthy of Scott himself but not like his style - In truth 

your Mag is rising every day in talent in efficacy ft in im

portance - really it has lately contained lessons of Wisdom 

worthy the attention of our greatest Statesmen ft such as I 

hope they will profit by - I hope you will not dislike the 
3 

enclosed. Such light subjects are best suited to my age ft 

Indolence away from the turbulence of public office. There 
4 

is much in Moore that offers tempting occasion for ridicule 

1 
The Omen, by John Gait. Edinburgh, 1825. 

Thoughts on the proposed change of Currency. Three 
Letters to the Editor of the Edinburgh Weekly Journal from 
Malachi Malagrowther, Esqr. /^y Sir Walter Scott/ Edinburgh, 
1826, The Cambridge History of English Literature, N. Y. 
1928. Vol. XII, p? 417. 

3 
Possibly "Reminiscences - Irish Travelling - Messrs 

Flood, Fitz-Glbbon, Grattan, Curran, ftc" signed "Senex, Cork, 
Jan. 1, 1826," BJM., March, I826. 

4 
Thomas Moore. See Crowe letter 4. Memoirs of the 

Life of the Right Honourable Richard Brinsley Sheridan was 
published by Longman and Co., London, 1525, and was reviewed 
by the Rev. George Croly, John Gait, and John Wilson in B.M., 
February, I826. 
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2 
I must do something for poor Bolster - I fear he wont 

keep it up - his first effort was miserably poor - it offered 

me the subject for a penny letter. I mean to give him some 

other thing - one very interesting (to myself I mean) criti

cal observation on the Shepherd ft his commentators. 

I thank you for your favour 

etc c 

Illegible. 
2 
J, Bolster, Patrick Street, Dublin, was an Irish pub

lisher and bookseller. He brought out an edition of Charles 
Smith's The Ancient and Present State of the County of Kerry, 
in 1821. D.N.B. He also published the Literary and Politi
cal Examiner, Corlg February, l8l8, and Bolster's Quarterly 
Magazine, Cork, Dublin, and London, l82b-31. British 
Museum. 
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April 22 /TB26J 

Dear Sir, 

I hope you got my last under cover of the same friendly 

hand ft that you dont disapprove of my observations on Moore's 
1 

Life of Sheridan which had Just got into my hands - it comes 

as you will see strictly under the article of remlniscenses, 

I have been tempted to continue them, as an amusement to my

self ft perhaps not unsulted to the pages of your comprehen

sive publication. I have merely sought to fill another 

packet of some size, which will bring me to the close of what 

Moore calls Sheridan's literary life - The Quarterly which 

came to my hand only yesterday as well as some previous ob

servations in your mag render it unnecessary for me to com

ment further on politics. In the Quarterly there are some 
2 

anecdotes of Sheridan ft his wife's early intercourse which 

had I seen them before might have made some little change in 

my work. But otherwise I don't think my observations /?/ 

in your mag or the Quarterly. What I may now have to say on 

"'•'Reminiscences. - No. III. Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
ftc." BJi., July, 1826. 

^Art. XIII. Quarterly Review, March, I826. 1. Memoirs 
of the Rt. Hon. R,B, Sheridan. By John Watkins, LL.D. Ibl7. 
^ Mpmoirs of the Ht. Hon. k.B. Sheridan. By Thomas Moore, 
Esq., 18S5.—T Sherldaniana, London, 1^26. 

^Two words illegible. 
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the report of Sheridan's politics will of course be short, 

ft the ground I shall take different from that of the other 

anlmadverters. I have been greatly interested /^stonlshed?/ 

by Malachi ft I believe I guess right in the author. 

Yours ftc 

HT 

/T826/ 

My Dear Sir 

I send you a little addition to the remlniscenses, 

which may, if it answers, be followed up a little farther. 

I am glad the former were acceptable, but I must request you 

will not put yourself to any expense in the way proposed -

You have already sent me some pretty books for which I am 

much obliged. 

I have Just seen, ft indeed been fool enough on some

body's reccommendation to buy - a book called The Plain 

2 
Speaker - from the title I thought it not unlikely to be, 

as I heard it was, amusing - Such a /JrenzY'/J of absurdity 

with occasional glimmerings of sense I never met - I took it 

"'•"Reminiscences. - No. IV. Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
&c. (Concluded from last number), B.M., August, I826. 

2 
The Plain Speaker; or Opinions on Books, Men, and 

Things, By William Hazlltt, London, lOifo. 
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for the work of a mad painter - I believe the author is 

Hazlltt. I never read many of his works before nor desire 

to do so again. 

However, it really is entertaining in one way -

there is much to laugh at. I am afraid my hand is difficult 

to read. There are many typographical errors in the remln

iscenses of last July - somebody has borrowed it, or I would 

send a list -

Yours ftc -

H T 

July 28 1826 
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August 16 /1B2S/ 

Vfy dear Sir, 

If you will persist in considering yourself indebted 

to me and feel uneasy under the terrible weight of obliga

tion, I must point out a means of relief - you say truly that 

I am not disposed to accept pecuniary recompense ft on con

sideration will not be surprized. You will observe in the 

first place that I did not become a contributor with any such 

view, and therefore supposing no other obstacle am not inti-

tled to any such return. My situation in life forms another 

objection - Tho I am of opinion that a man cannot turn his 

talents to profit more honourably as well as respectably by 

his pen employed in an. honest cause, yet a case like mine 

must be considered as an exception - handsomely provided for 

in the Church, ft possessing private property besides, it 

would ill behoove me to look for pecimlary recompense for my 

occasional contributions to the support of an entertaining 

and useful work. I liked the principles on which your maga

zine was founded, and the general manner in which it was 

conducted, and, if you will allow me, from so very slight an 

acquaintance to say so, I liked yourself - My state of health 

was such that I could promise nothing, but as writing does 

not always disagree with my complaint, it was probable that 

I might now ft then be able to diversify my few recreations 



162 

by scribbling - it has happened that I was able to do so 

more than I expected, ft also still more fortunate that my 

contributions were acceptable. You have already sent me 

some agreable little publications more than I looked for-

There has been a work lately published that I should like to 

have - perhaps it is too expensive, and I have an objection 

to Quarto's from their weight - This I believe is published 

in large octavo - I am an admirer of all the old standard 

authors of English Classics as I may call them, ft Indeed have 

them already as lately edited except Pope, of whom I have 

only an old Edition - Mr. Roscoe's EditioiJ is that to which 

I allude. I dont know the cost of it, but it is I am sure 

full as great as I could reasonably expect, 

believe me very truly your 

h/TJ & obd ' t 

Hor Townsend 

1 
The Works of Alexander Pope, with...a life of the 

Author and occasional remarks by W. Roscoe. London, 1524. 
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8 

Septr 13 - 1826 

Dear Sir, 

I have received your very obliging letter ft parcel 

containing Roscoe's Edition of Pope for which I beg to offer 

my best thanks - it is in my opinion more than I am entitled 

to for such contributions as I have given to your excellent 

work - I am sorry to say that I have not been able to avail 

myself of your gift from an inflammation of the Eyes which 

almost precludes me from both writing and reading - but I 

hope soon to reduce it - as they are somewhat better - I did 

not apply remedies in time -

l^ls will excuse the shortness of my letter, which is 

written merely to inform you of the receipt of your parcel 

ft that I am 

Your obliged ft obdt servant 

Hor Townsend 

You hear much of the failure of our crops from the late 

drought - but the excessive vegetation which followed it has 

almost made full amends, - Wheat is a very good crop - other 

corn not so bad as was reported - the late crops of potatoes 

is in the main over-excellent ft pasture grass in abundance. 
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Derry - Ross Carbery Oct 7 - 2 6 

My dear Sir, 

I write a line to acknowledge your favour of the 25th 

ult, and to thank you for its contents - therp is but one 

thing in which we differ - the nature of your obligation to 

me which I must still be permitted to say you much overrate, 

and I really dont like the idea of pressing too heavily on 

the good nature of a liberal friend - but if you will have 

it so I must think of something. 

1 
Your article on Ireland does Indeed state the case 

with great force ft perspicuity, and in my Judgment with equal 

truth - I have more than once been struck with the Intimate 

knowledge your Magazine has displayed on Irish affairs civil 

ft ecclesiastical, as well as the strong lights into which 

they have been thrown - I cannot but think the general im

pression will be or rather has been extraordinarily beneficial 

to the best interests of the Empire - I remember nor is it 

long ago when your publication rather declined interference 

in Catholic matters, and seemed cold if not indifferent on 

the question. The change indeed is easily accounted for -

that which seemed but a mere question of private policy be

tween two parties in this Country, of which it signified 

"The Romish Priesthood, and the Elections in Ireland,' 
B.M., September, I826. By D. Robinson. 
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little to the Imperial realm what might be the result, has 

grown into a question of political magnitude involving the 

best ft dearest Interests of the State. As such it was im

possible you could have passed it by - ft equally impossible 

in taking it up, not to put forth your usual good feeling, 

eloquence, ft strength-

I remember many years ago a french pamphlett by Mer-

cler which had a great run "Que devlendra Paris." - He was 

not indeed lucky at least in the proximate part of his pro

phetic denunciations, for tho it did not long precede the 

crash of Revolution, it never adverted to the chance of such 

a Catastrophe - it might be no bad subject for serious or 

humorous contemplation to look forward into the probables of 

futurity respecting the issue of this Popish struggle - Our 

agitators seem bent upon something bad, ft the sooner it comes 

if they do push it to that extremity the better - The topic 

adverted to certainly in good hands would be /productive^/ 

of amusement - perhaps Instruction -

I am to acknowledge the receipt of Dr. Brewster's 
2 

valuable Journal except the 8th ft 9th - which have not 

^Townsend's article, "What will become of Poor Ireland, 
beginning "Que devlendra Paris?" appeared in BJI., January, 
1827. See letter 10. 

Sir David Brewster (178I-I868), natural philosopher, 
edited over a period of years the Edinburgh Encyclopaedia, 
which Blackwood took a principal part in rounding. He also 
edited the Edinburgh Journal of Science, D.N.B. Blackwood 
agreed to publish his Journal with the hope that he could 
thereby expedite Brewster's work on the Edinburgh Encyclo-
pedia. Oliphant, Blackwood and Sons, II, pp. o-lO. 
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arrived - This is another unexpected favour I have to acknowl

edge - Many of them to us removed from experimental advantages, 

are more curious than usefull, ft some are not calculated for 

any but very scientific persons - TSiere are however many 

others highly interesting to all who have even a general 

notion of the subjects treated of -

My youngest boy - about fourteen - is much interested 

in many of them he has a great mechanical turn, and to my 

utter astonishment - on being showed a reel in a bottle, the 

contrivance of which baffled me as much as Sir. W. Scott— 

in the course of a few hours, with only his penknife, ft a bit 

of wire, he actually produced a compleat one, 

I need hardly tell you that Shakespeare is a great 

favourite - I often amuse my self with little notes ft com

ments on some of his plays - There have been some later Edi

tions than mine which is the last Edition of Johnson's Shake

speare, but I do not know if they have very materially con

tributed to the Illustration of his genius further than ex

plaining a few obsolete words, or references to antiant 

manners - In one thing Johnson & his previous commentators 

seem to me to have been different - They do not by any means 

do Justice to his sentiments as a moralist and a Christian -

this may seem an odd remark but I think it can be easily made 

good. 
My poor eyes are still very weak but mending -

I remain with great truth your 
obliged ft obdnt ftc 
Hor Townsend 
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10 

/1826/ 

My dear Sir -

The attack on my eyes prevented my use of the pen for 

some time; and Interrupted the course of the reminiscences 

if Indeed they had been worth pursuing. 

Thinking upon Irish matters now so prominent in the 

public eye, as soon as I began to recover I put together the 

contents of this packet, which you can best appreciate - ft 
1 

to you I consign it for the type or for the flames. 

Viy good neighbour Ld. Carbery is gone to London so I 

send it to Bolster who Informed me that he would take care 

of my packet Intended for you -

Your Sin/c"ereljr/ 

Hor Townsend 

Novr 13 - 1826 

"̂ "What will become of Poor Ireland," B.M., January, 
1827. See letter 9. 
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11 

March 14 - 1827 

Vfy dear Sir; 

I have been mostly confined to my room by severe coughs 

ft colds which never fail to visit me at this season The singu

lar irregularity of our weather one day a moist S or SW west 

breeze - next a violent storm from N.S. Alternate frost ft 

rain has been hard even on the young ft consequently pinches 

the old. I have however contrived to make out without diffi

culty one paper on Irish forty shilling freeholds the nature 

of which ought to be known to every member of the Legislature • 

yet do I believe that few on your side the water know any

thing of their real state - It is so ridiculously contrasted 

with what they hear of it in declamatory statements of uni

versal suffrage now, that did they know the truth, either the 

oratorical panegyrists would be pronoimced lyars, or ignor-

ants - there is often a mixture of both. Had I time ft spirits 

it would have afforded in the details, ft bye scenes room for 

much of the laughable, as well as the reprehensible - I can

not think that will escape pruning ft correction - my fear is 

they will not prune enough - any thing that exposes such 

gross abuse of constitutional privileges must be considered 

as aiding a good cause. 

•̂ "The Irish Forty-Shilling Freeholders," B.M., July, 
1827. 
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I have to thank you for some late favours, and Indeed 

so many that I find it necessary to do two things, one to re

press the exuberance of your bounty a little, ft the next to 

say that compositions of the novel kind are quite thrown away 

upon a ffiunily like ours. All it is true are admirers of 

Scott, ft therefore may not be unreasonably supposed to relish 

any lucky exertions of similar ingenuity - of those your 

Country has produced a few, but they are as far as my knowl

edge goes, those of the short kind, through which a vein of 

light ft natural humour runs, intermixed with the moral ft the 

religious - The long attempts to follow the Waverly course, 

have I believe seldom succeeded except in the author's 

opinion - Even Marlage (though praised by Scott himself) to 

me is a compleat failure - I hardly went through it once -

could never take it up a second time - It is hard to say of 

a man who Jumps across a river that he is answerable for the 

drowning of the fools who made the attempt with unequal agil

ity, ft therefore I cant say that Sir Wr is to any degree re

sponsible for the fools he has made, but certain it is that 

he had made many, ft moreover that it is a manufacture not 

likely to be soon discontinued - The love of the adventurous, 

the romantic, ft the curious that loves perpetual change of 

scene, do indeed urge people to a first reading of any thing 

•'•Marriage, a novel by Susan Edmonstone Ferrier, Black
wood, Edinburgh, I818. 
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that promises gratification - but the /V^is the test of 

sterling merit. Whosoever tired of reading Scot? Who ever 

2 

reads his servum pecus imitators a second time? I am speak

ing now w/Tth/ reference to Elizabeth de Bruce,^ The author 

who wrote this, does not want feeling ft power, but he has 

misapplied them. Every body sees the /TJ ^ of the copyist -

everybody sees the Inferiority of genius - but wherefore 

entered in to critical analysis - to such a Judge as you 

yourself must be - One thing only I would observe, ft if he 

be a friend caution him against - his utter Ignorance of 
Irish character - In upper as well as lower life - the story 

4 
of the latter he has wholly mistaken, nor can any but a 

i i 

genuine /TJ lander bred among them, /TJ - he makes them pro

nounce Sweet, Swate - which they never do - two e's are al

ways pronounced like the french 1 ft the engllsh e - there 

are hundreds of others -

He was equally unlucky in the name of his Irish Hero -

Arthur 0 Connor - now Arthur is never an Irish name, and as 

for the Arthur of Rebel memory - he is no more sun 0 Connor 

than you are - I knew his father well - his name was Connor -

1 
Illegible. 

"0 imitatores, servum pecus" - "0 you mimics, you 
slavish herd.'" Horace, Epistles, I, xlx. Loeb. p. 382. 

Elizabeth de Bruce. By the author of Clan-Albin 
/Hrs. Christian Isobel Johnstone/ Edinburgh, 1027. 

4 
Letter? 
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he was the son of a Connor, ft of English extraction - and 

his eldest brother who has the family estate, is now resident 

in England ft known as plain Mr. Connor - two of his Brothers 

Roger ft Arthur, took to themselves the name of 0 Connor to 

serve seditious purposes, ft much they honoured it - Roger 

lately eloped having robbed his brother Arthur whose agent 

he was for a small property in Ireland -

The messenger asks for my packet ft I must conclude -

Yours ftc in haste 

Hor Townsend 

The nomina Hibemlca may perhaps serve when you have nothing 

better 
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12 

May 7 - 1827— 

My dear Sir, 

I have Just received your favour ft packet containing 

Maga for this ft last month, and a poem which from the little 

I have as yet been able to see of it, I am sure we shall all 

like extremely - It is gratifying to see talents so worthily 

employed, and it may be said with truth of your Countrymen 

as writers, that the irreligious efforts of the few have been 

nobly counteracted by the power full labours of the many ad

vocating the cause of true religion, and moral virtue; for 

long experience is sufficient to shew every reflecting per

son that they must stand and fall together - This however 

does not preclude the occasional use of less serious composi

tion - for as my classical namesake has said - ridentem dicere 

verum quid vetat - ft again, ridiculum acri fortius ft melius 
2 , 

plerumque secat res - Your periodical happily (without com

pliment) combines both, and I only wonder how how /s'ic/ you 

have contrived to keep up a monthly publication with so much 

spirit ft ability for such a length of time - While the light 

"/What/ is to prevent one from telling truth as he 
laughs" Horace, Satires, I. 1.24, Loeb. p. 7. 

"Ridiculum acri fortius et melius /magnas (in HoraceJ/ 
plerumque secat res,'' "Jesting oft cuts hard knots more 
forcefully and effectively than gravity.' Horace, Satires, 
I. X. 14-15. Loeb, p. 117. 



173 

are amused with essays of a comical ft an entertaining nature. 

Statesmen may derive wisdom from many of your Pages - I trust 

they will, tho entre nous, I see no present symptoms of it. 

Jb;, Canning we must all admit to be an able Senator and a 

first rate debater, but truly I cannot compliment him on his 

skill as a Cabinet maker - His work looks mighty well in the 

Closet, but will it stand, (composed as it is of Incongruous 

and cross-grained materials) exposure to the Air, and public 

handling? I think not. Time will soon tell. It Is not the 

patchwork of dovetailed parties that will keep him up, but 

the sentiments, ft the support of the great body of the British 

nation. - If he shall be found to have that his cement will 
2 

stand - if not Solventur tabulae - but he will hardly get 

off like Horace's acquital with the laugh at his side. I 

dare say we shall hear something of this from your pens - Do 

you know I was particularly pleased with the Noctes Ambro

sianae of April - They are always most cimusing - I know some 

friends who tell me when they open Maga, they always look to 

the end as if they were reading Hebrew, ft begin with the Noctes. 

1 
Canning succeeded Lord Liverpool as Prime Minister 

in February, 1827. Because of his outspoken liberalism, par
ticularly for Catholic Emancipation, Wellington, Peel, and 
other high Tories, left the cabinet. Canning formed a cabi
net of his own followers, including some Whigs. British His-
tory in the Nineteenth Century and After, by G. M. Trevelyan, 
Mew York, l93V.—(Hereafter cited as 'ftravelyan, British His
tory. 

^"Solventur rlsu tabulae, tu missus abibis. " Horace, 
Satires, II, 1* 86. "The case will be dismissed with a laugh. 
You will get off scot-free." Loeb. p, 133* 
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You have rightly derived one cause of my silence -

I am generally visited every spring by a severe cold ft cough. 

It was this year longer ft heavier than usual ft confined me 

to my chamber for a considerable time. Now thank God, I 

have shaken it off, and am recovering strength to enjoy our 

beautiful vernal weather, as fine ft promising of future har

vest, as I ever remember. We had on the 24th ft 25th ult two 

nights frost which nipped a few gentlemen's very early pota

toes, but did no general harm - the days were bright ft warm, 

ft since that time we have had successions of gentle heat ft 

moisture - I read in the papers of snow having fallen abun

dantly with you - we saw none except on some distant moun

tains . 

Just at the beginning of my confinement I sent you a 

little trifling effusion entitled nomina Hibemlca, by my 

friend Bolster with a letter which I suppose you have re

ceived - Your pages are so well filled that there is seldom 

room for such trifles, but occasionally they may fill gaps. 

Writing is still painful to me so that I don't know whether 

I shall be guilty of blacking paper for a while - at present 

the strange revolution in Politics engages all minds. I am 

somewhat too far from the scene ft the action to meddle in it. 

Perhaps the "trifling effusion' was Townsend's ac
count of a Journey to Germany made in 1782, appearing under 
the title "Recollections of a Trip to Spa. By Senex," B.M., 
September, 1827. 



175 

believe me truly /^our/ obdt servt ftc 

Hor Townsend 

Bolster is too much on the high ropes for me - His Irish 
1 

Legends are miserable Imitations of Sir Walter, whose light 

many think they follow when they are pursuing only an ignis 

fatuis of their own. 

1 
I find no reference on "Irish Legends" which might 

have been brought out by Bolster, 
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13 

/I827/ 

My dear Sir 

I have Just obtained from you (by Mr, Curry) a most 

agreeable reality ft have nothing to repay it but A Dream 

Yours ftc 

H.T. 
2 

Sir W's life of Napoleon is a most valuable work -

the two first volumes a faithfull ft accurate representation 

of scenes deeply recorded in my memory. Tho I was not like 
3 4 

Aeneas, pars magna - nor can I say that nisi prime vidl -

yet I did see ft hear enough to pronounce him like Grlppus, 

A faithfull Chronicler 

1 
"An Autumnal Night's Dream in Ireland," BJM., Decem

ber, 1827, Signed 'Senex. October I827." 
2 
Life of Napoleon, (9 vols., 1827) by Sir Walter Scott. 
3 
"a great part" 

"if not the first to see 
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14 

Derry - near Ross Carbery 

Deer 22 - l827 

Vty dear Sir 

A few days since I was favoured with your packet con

taining the last Maga ft a very acceptable present of Sir 

Walter Scott's last work. The last story (Menie Grey) is 

very interesting - indeed everything that comes from his pen 

is so recommended by the fascinating charms of his style ft 

manner that be the subject what it may, the reader is de

lighted - such is the power of true Genius. 

I am glad you liked the little dream - it might have 

been enlarged but I feared to be tedious, ft to say truth am 

not up to compositions of any length - you will be surprised 

to hear that I have had a smart attack of hooping cough 

taken from some of my little grand Children who have been 

here affected with it - it is a most unusual complaint for 

one of my years - ft I was long unwilling to think it more than 

a common cold ft cough - however the symptoms were too unequi

vocal - It is now thank God greatly abated ft has left little 

marks of injury - it seems to differ from other coughs in 

not debilitating the person affected, after the first severity 

of the attack is over. 

1 
Chronicles of the Canongate, 1827, by Sir Walter Scott. 

Menie Gray is the heroine of "riie Surgeon's Daughter." 
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I am so far removed from large Towns ft public libra

ries that I have little chance of reading any books not my 

own - I therefore take pretty good care not to get any that 

I am not likely to approve - having been sometimes taken in 

by titles ft Interested recommendations - I was fool enough 

to purchase two large Octavos entitled the plain speaker, ft 

such conceited trash I never met - The books you suggest as 

subjects for some critical animadversion - by Wolf Tone, ft 
2 

Sir J, Barrington, I only know by the notice taken of them 

in some reviews, Barrington I took to be a conceited fellow 

ft did not choose to buy him - I do not doubt but there may be 
3 

matter in him in which I could pick a hole - Lady Morgan 

(a pretty Lady) has been formerly pretty well cut up in the 

quarterly - she Is now probably not thought worth it - I dare 

say her work would afforni plenty of food for censure, if it 
4 

were opera pretium, 

I have written a few short Hibernian dialogues, I will 

not say in the manner of Luclan, but suggested by reading him. 

1 
Iheobald Wolfe Tone (1763-1798), Irish patriot and 

martyr. His son, William Theobald Wolfe Tone (1791-1828) 
published Life of Theobald Wolfe Tone, Washington, 1826, con-
talnlng the Joxirnals of the elder l̂ one and his political 
writing, l̂.tM.B. 

^Slr Jonah Barrington (176O-I834), Judge in the Court 
of Admiralty in Ireland. He opposed the Act of Union, wrote 
Personal Sketches of his own Time, 1827. S,^ 

See Crowe letter 10. 
4 
"worth the trouble." 
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I have a mind to send them to you - they turn a good deal on 

the peculiar manners ft superstitions of the common Irish -

believe me very truly your obliged ft 

obdt ftc 

Hor Townsend 

Politics quite puzzle me - your correspondents have supplied 

many a sound ft Interesting Essay /jOn/ the subject. 

15 

Derry - near Ross Carbery 

Feb^. 18 - 1828— 

My dear Sir 

Many thanks for Sir Walter's little grandchild's 
1 

books - They were very acceptable to more than the children -

I have thank God got over my hooping cough but am not very 

stout - this season of the year never agrees with me tho I 

am rather better than I was this time twelvemonths. Cold at 

least I have not to complain of as not a flake of snow fell 

on this demesne this Season, tho we have sometimes seen it 

on the tops of hills, and we had not more than two or three 

nights of slight frost - but rain has fallen ft still continues 

Tales of a Grandfather, by Sir Walter Scott, are three 
series, (1828, 18297I83IJ, which are not fiction but simpli
fications of Scottish and French history addressed to children. 
Baugh, Literary History, p. 1214. 
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to fall in superabundance - however in a hilly Country like 

this it quickly runs off - I hope your agricultural Joumal 

will succeed, ft shall endeavour to make out an Irish Article 

for it - you must however be aware that this Country affords 

nothing in the way of Improvement or instruction being far 

behind yours in the theory ft practice of Agriculture - Some 

account of the state of it here may nevertheless not be un

acceptable it will at least make an article - if my bad head 

will allow me to do any thing. 

Having occasion lately to read some of Luclan's ex

cellent ft amusing dialogues with my youngest boy, it occurred 

to me that something might be done in an humble imitation of 

his manner - The affairs of this Country engages so much at

tention at present that I deemed it not unlikely to produce a 

few dialogues not unworthy of Maga - In the serious way your 

publication has done a great deal ft done it right well - to 

that I could add nothing but there still, I thought, was 

room to do a little in the way of humour ft ridicule - as my 

old Namesake says - ridiculum acri fortuls et mellor plurum-
2 

que secat res. I don't know how you will like the idea or 

the execution tho I believe the latter is all that can be 

Blackwood began the Quarterly Journal of Agriculture 
in 1828. Henry Stevens, author of Book of the Farm, was its 
chief supporter and contributor. Oliphant, Blackwood, II, 
p. 19. 

2 
See letter 12. 
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complained of - however I forward them"̂  for trial - hoping 

that you will be able to make them out for they are not writ

ten very perspicuously I fear, ft I have no amanuensis - but 

you are used by this time to my scrawl -

Truly yours ftc 

Hor Townsend 
2 

Politics I hope are looking up. 

1 
No articles by Townsend written in dialogue form ap

pear in B.M,, in 1828 on, 
2 
Canning had died in August, 1827; after a brief at

tempt by Goderlch to construct a Government without Canning, 
Wellington came back to form a Ministry in January, 1828. 
Trevelyan, British History, Chap. XIII. 

16 

May 26 - 1828 

My dear Sir 

Your May packet ft letters have arrived safe, and were 

very acceptable - I lose no time to acknowledge them to put 

you at ease respecting your having given my name to the little 

article in the farming Journal to which of course as you 

rightly Judged I could have no sort of objection. No thing 

that can give even a grain of weight to a publication of that 

nature should be omitted, and as the name of the contributor 

must be known in some of the places where the Joumal circu

lates, however little he may be generally known, it seem/sj 
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always better to Insert It. Some time hence I may be able 

to send a short account of the popular agriculture of this 

quarter depending so much upon the annual marine productions 

of our coast -

I see some parliamentary notice taken of the Irish 

Court of Admiralty - a great abuse I suspect - I hope the 

strictures on Sir Jonas will appear -
2 

I have got the first chronicles of Canongate - would 

it be too much to ask you for the second Series of which I 

hear a better account - they are not yet come to Cork -

Yours truly ftc ftc 

Hor Townsend 

Sir Jonah Barrington. See letter l4. He was made 
the Instrument for buying over to the government's side 
politicians; later he was involved in other questionable 
transactions, and in 183O a commission of inquiry into the 
Irish Courts of Justice brought these to light, and Sir Jonah 
was deprived of his office. 

2 
Sir Walter Scott's first series of Chronicles of the 

Canongate appeared in l827; the second series, also consist
ing or several novelettes, including The Fair Maid of Perth, 
came out in I828. 
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17 

/TB28/ 

J^ dear Sir 

In compliance with your wishes I send some observa

tions on the general ft agricultural state of this Country 

which may possibly serve to fill a gap in the interesting 

Journal you ft your friends are not publishing - I sent the 

first niomber to my neighbour Lord Carbery who instantly or

dered his book-seller to furnish him as they come out and I 

hope it will circulate in all quarters. 

From newspapers it would seem that we were in a state 

of distraction ft turbulence, but tho at public meetings there 

are angry conflicts ft occasional rows the business of the 

Country goes on quietly and regularly - Nothing contributes 

more here to keep the peace than the weekly Sessions of Magis

trates which are well attended ft highly gratifying to the 

people -

I have not been in good writing trim lately tho my 

general health is good - A friend lent me the Tales of the 

0 Kara family from which I expected some amusement - but 

never met anything more absurd ft extravagant - also written 

in a bad spirit - I amused myself (the only amusement they 

could give) making some strictures on one of them - which I 

1 
Tales of the O'hara Family, by John Banlm. See Crowe 

letters 31 and 3b. 
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niay send - i t may h a p p e / ^ to f i l l a gap -

Yours ftc 

H Townsend 

18 

/T828/ 
1 

I dont know whether you will think this criticism 

worth insertion yet as I do not remember your having noticed 

the Tales I thought it might not be unacceptable - had they 

been merely insipid, I should have passed them by - but they 

seem written in a bad spirit deserving reprehension. 

HT. 

July 1 - 1828 

"̂ "Tales of the 0"Hara Family" B.M., October, 1828. 
See letter 17. 
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19 

/T828/ 

Dear Sir, 

Sick of politics, at least of writing about them, tho 

I sometimes give our Cork Paper the Constitution (a better 

one in will than in deed) a squib to singe a Demagogue, I 
1 

send you the Inclosed - it may serve to fill a cap, or keep 

up variety - I have not got your 2nd Number of the Agricul

tural Journal yet ft therefore am not well acquainted with 

the contents - having only heard of it from a neighbour - I 

hope you got my last composition - if it may be deemed 

worthy of Insertion. 

Yours truly 

HT. 

Our wars are all on paper - This Country was never more tran

quil - All crops are good except oats - never knew such a 

scarcity of - beggars -

"̂ Possibly an article on Angling which he writes of 
later (letters 20 and 27) but which apparently did not meet 
the Editor's approval. 
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20 

/T828/ 

My dear Sir 

I have Just received your last favour accompanied by 

number 2 of the Journal of Agriculture which, however it 

happened, I did not get before, tho the other things came 

safe, ft your order for the Gaelic Dictionary of which I 

availed myself with many thanks - it is a very proficient 

work, ft I am very glad to have it for one of my sons who has 

directed his attention that way, ft has done much good by 

means of diffusing a knowledge of the Scriptures in the Irish 

tongue - he employs readers who go about to the different 

houses, ft are received, where the dread of Priestly authority 

does not forbid it, with open arms. These readers are of 

their own communion but less servilely submissive to Eccle

siastical domination, and anxious to dispel some of that mis

erable darkness which clouds the popular mind, ft holds them 

in the worst of slavery - The Priests exert all their influ

ence to continue this gloom, ft prevent its removal by any 

means - but light is creeping in, and the spear of knowledge 

will partly pierce the Dragon of ignorance. 

1 
Dlctlonarium Scoto-Celtlcum: a Dictionary of the 

Gaelic Languages, comprising an ample Vocabulary of Gaelic 
Words, as preserved in vernacular speech. Compiled and pub
lished under the direction of the Highland Society of Scot
land, Advertised in B.M., September, 1828, p. 399. 
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I do indeed both approve ft applaud the powerful1 aid 

you have brought to the Cause of true religion ft true civil 

liberty both of which I take to be vitally inrlched with the 

British Constitution in Church ft state. Such productions 

have mainly contributed to the excitement of that Spirit 

which now so widely ft so powerfully expresses its determina

tion to maintain that glorious fabrlck - What surprizes me is 

that Association Heroes never seem to have contemplated an 

Opposition which it was scarcely possible that in time should 

have failed to raise - but it is the general fate of unprin

cipled audacity to blow Itself up by its own mines. 

I have returned the proof sheet of Angling which you 

will see wanted some corrections that escaped you - My hand 

I fear is hard to be decyphered - Adieu for the present ft 

believe me most truly your ftc 

Hor Townsend -

I don't know if the Inclosed account of trouts taking 

flies in the air be worth adding to the article on angling -

It seemed to me a curious fact -

The Catholic Association was founded in I823 to sup
port the rights of Catholics. By 1828, it had become a regi
mentation of Catholic Ireland, \mder the priests as officers 
and Daniel O'Connell as chief. In the election of I828, 0' 
Connell demonstrated the strength of the association and the 
priests by defeating Vesey-Fitzgerald in County Clare, without, 
however, being allowed, as a Catholic, to take his seat in the 
House. Trevelyan, British History, pp. 216-224. 

file:///mder
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I have Just got a line from an ingenious friend to 

help him out with hints ft notions for a little work on agri

culture for the Improvement of small farmers in the County 

of Wlcklow. I must do something for him. 
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21 

/I828/ 

Viy dear Sir, 

In this, ft another accompanying Inclosure I send you 

observations on an Article in Eclectic Review - It was sent 

to me by a friend who felt indignant at the mode in which the 

Protestants of the established Church, for tho they are not 
2 

all actually Orangemen yet they are rê veru"̂  the persons 

against whom this Reviewers shafts are directed - I know in 

fact nothing of that reviewer but could perceive from his 

hostility to Episcopacy, ft I believe to any set or established 

form of Church government, that he belongs to one of the level 

ler sects - perhaps that of the Independents - You of course 

know more about him than I.—My Friend wished much that I 

should take some notice of it, ft the result is the Inclosed 

Strictures - Perhaps they may not be out of your way - I 

could have enlarged them by a fuller account of the state of 

things here, but feared to be tedious. We have very wet wild 

weather ft it does not agree with my poor head - In this quar

ter all is very tranquil - very little complaint of poverty. 

The Eclectic Review, published from I805-I868, was 
a close imitator of the EdTnburgh Review which made a point 
of reviewing only books which could be made the texts of 
articles or subjects of current interest. Graham, British 
Periodicals. 

—2 
Shortened form (archaic) of rem verus (objective case 

of res verus, true thing). Thus: truly, in truth. 
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^ the farmers in high spirits - All grain but oats good -

ft prices high -

I have some grand children, both girls ft boys often 

about me, who would be delighted to get one of /^ej Christ

mas publications called Souvenir, Amulet - forget me not ftc -" 

Now I have no way of knowing the best ft would be glad to have 

an opportunity of gratifying them which you will perhaps be 

kind enough to afford. 

Yours truly ftc 

Hor Townsend 

The rise of the "Annual" or "Gift Book, " which 
flourished during the 1820's and 1830's absorbed the produc
tion of poets up to and beyond the middle of the century. 
^ ® ywget-me-not, published in I823 was the first literary 
annual. By lt532 as many as 63 of the gift-books claimed 
shares of the public's patronage. The decline of the fad 
was as rapid as its rise, and was virtually over by i860. 
Graham, British Periodicals. John Wilson, in his Christmas 
Gifts," B.M., January, 1020, reviewed Literary Souvenir; or. 
Cabinet of Poetry and Romance, ed. by Alarlc A. Watts; The 
Amulet; or Christian and Literary Remembrancer, ed. by William 
Baynes and Son; Forget me Not, a Christmas and New Year's 
Present, R. Ackermann; and Friendship's Offering; or, a Liter
ary Album, ed. by Thomas K. Hervey. 
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22 

^ 2 8 / 

Pelham or the Adventures of a Gentleman. 

Sir 

Tho a remote Senior like myself may be deemed very 

incompetent to decide on the merits of a fashionable produc

tion, yet is there one Important qualification in a book of 

which any man of sound principles and Literary education, may 

fairly claim to be an adequate Judge, and that is its tendency 

to Instruct as well as entertain the reader, its possession 

of that with which we expect in every work of a well regula

ted imagination as it is happily expressed in the Latin phrase 

2 

delectando parlterque monendo. Indeed the rapidity of inter

course ft communication is such that few now need leave their 

home, be they were they may, to know everything that passes 

in the literary, the political, ft even the polite world. The 

nximerous papers ft periodicals let us into all secrets, and 

they who have not money or means to read all the books which 

come out may at least learn their names ft characters. Taking, 

as you may suppose little interest in the Circles of fashion, 

the Title of the book at the head of this article would never 

Pelham; or Adventures of a Gentleman, by Edward Bul-
wer Lytton. 

2 _ 
/lectoren/ declectando parlterque monendo: Horace, 

Ars Poetica, 344. "at once delighting and instructing the 
Tv>flderT" -Loeb. p. 479. 
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have attracted my curiosity, but chance having thrown it in 

njy way, ft leisure enabled me to turn over its pages, I sit 

down to offer some observations on the contents, the more 

especially as it seems from the announcement of a second edi

tion, to have obtained more favo\ir than such a performance 

seems to me by any means to deserve. 

The title of the book is surely erroneous - it should 

be Pelham or the rambles of a Coxcomb, for never did a more 

consummate one than Mr. Pelham obtrude his Egotism on the 

public, or more flippantly abuse what he was incapable of 

understanding. The great defect of the book is its utter 

destitution not only of religious sentiment, but of any thing 

like religious principle, in any one of the Characters, so 

that but for the specification of names ft places, it would be 

Impossible to ascertain that the occurrences took place In a 

Christian country. This, it must be acknowledged is a most 

singular sort of ingenuity, as I doubt if any other novel 

or work of any length exists in which religion does not oc

cupy a large share tho' it be only to deride it. To one poor 

bookworm Parson he does Indeed Introduce his readers, but 

even then, had he not (by mistake I suppose) specified his 

calling, it would be utterly Impossible to conceive that he 

had souls under his care, or a religious book in his posses

sion. The Hero of his book, (next to himself) is at once 

strange to say the best ft the worst character in it. (Regin

ald Glanvllle) is a paragon of genius, of eloquence, of fine 
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f'eellngs ft lofty sentiments, and with all these he is con

fessedly activated by a deadly spirit of revenge more suit

able to an Infernal Demon, than a human creature. The in

juries he received from the flagitious treachery of IVrrel*̂  

were such as to palliate if not Justify an immediate applies 

tion of the severest punishment the sufferer could inflict. 

But to pursue revenge in the diabolical manner described, to 

follow Tyrrel in disguise to another Country not for the pur-

pose of immediately depriving him of a life to which he was 

a disgrace, but for the fiendlike pleasure of gloating over 

that protracted misery with which Sub agents were hired to 

torment him, untlll the impossibility of increasing it should 

give signal for the last fierce blow, render the avenger of 

the Crime as detestable as the perpetrator. The conclusion 

is almost worse - When Tyrrel, who was thought dead is found 

to be alive ft in England, ft refuses to meet the man he had 

injured, Reginald pursues him in disguise, ft with the same 

murderous purpose, which, from his own acknowledgement was 

only prevented by an anticipating murderer. It is true he 

would have sacrificed his own life to accomplish his revenge, 

but as he was determined that Tyrrel should die, this did not 

make himself the less a mu3?derer. The villain who did de

prive him of life had intended only to rob, but being recog

nized by Tyrrel, made no scruple of escaping prosecution by 

^Tyrrell, The Works of Edward Bulwer Lytton, Volume 
VIII. New York, undated. 



194 

murder, for which crime by the treachery of his accomplice 

he was afterwards hanged. A good deal of the third book is 

employed in describing the admirable Courage ft address by 

which Pelham brought about that preachment which ultimately 

conducted to the gallows Thornton, the actual, instead of 

Reginald the intentional murderer. If his account be true, 

there are not only Streets ft Lanes but even crowded districts 

in London unknown to and unexplored by any but the rogues ft 

wretches who Inhabit them - but Pelham is at home everywhere, 

and with true modern liberality of spirit confounding the dis

tinctions of vice ft virtue, he seems to think nothing criminal 

which caji be effected with impunity, and nothing deserves a 

Gentleman' s reprehension which is not offensive to his no

tions of honourable Spirit, and fashionable blen scence 

/^ons sens2/ 

But if there be nothing of a religious complexion in 

this polite performance, there is no small portion of the 

miraculous. Mr. Pelham is one of those favoured mortals to 

whom happy instinct supplies the place of training ft education, 

and that in those very things which nature never vouchsafed to 

any other favourite. At Eton by his own account he imbibed 

neither the manner of a gentleman, nor the erudition of a 

scholar. He could to be sure make nonsense verses, construe 

easy latin without translation, and a smattering of Greek 

with one. Had he even been more successful, two years resi

dence at Cambridge among vulgar drinkers of porter, ft smoking 
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of tobacco was enough to counteract all possible benefits of 

previous instruction. His college tutor did not however dis

miss him without some compliment on his literary progress 

which is best given in his own words "Sir, your conduct has 

been most exemplary - you have not walked wantonly over the 

grass plots, nor set your dog at the Proctor, nor driven tan

dems by day nor broken lamps by night - nor gone to Chapel to 

shew your intoxication, nor to lecture to caricature the pro

fessor - This is the general character of young men of family 

ft fortune, but it has not been yours - Sir you have been an 

honour to your College" 

This honour to his College, who "left Eton at eighteen 

in the profoundest Ignorance, " and spent two years at Cam

bridge with so happy a bene deceplt, should seem to be not 

very abundantly provided with the accomplishments necessary 

to make a distinguished figure among the higher circles of 

the Metropolis, amidst wit, learning, beauty, fashion, ft 

politics - Yet we find him, as if all those gifts had de

scended by sudden inspiration, at once metamorphosed into a 

wit, a courtier, a gallant, a scholar, an accomplished man 

of the world, an orator, and a Politician. At least he gets 

full credit for all these accomplishments from the most dis

tinguished of those who are in/i/ltled to form a correct Judg

ment, admired by Ladies of birth beauty ft fashion, selected 

by a noble ft talented friend whose every speech teems with 

classic quotations, and courted by contending Candidates for 
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Ministerial place ft power as a valuable acquisition to par

liamentary influence in the way of wisdom ft eloquence. Truly 

this is marvellous' But the marvel ends not here, Paris as 

well as London must witness the triumph, and consuiranate the 

fame of this honourable stripling. Just emerged from a school 

and a University which according to his own accotmt 

"Returned him beggar as he went." 

At Paris he shines with even higher honours, ft more distin

guished lustre. He is not only up to every thing but over 

every thing. He fights duels, ft maddens Duchesses - He gives 

the French character "infinitely' the preference to the Ital

ian, the German, or even the English - and Illustrates his 

position by one of his admiring mistresses the Dutchess of 

Perplgnan. An Involuntary offence given to this almlable ft 

tender hearted Lady draws down a resentment only to be ap

peased by the death of the offender. During a tete a tete 

the Duke happened to be announced. The Gallant desirous to 

conceal himself, a thing surely quite tinnecessary in France, 

bolts into a forbidden Closet where it seems the secrets of 

the dressing table were kept, a set of false teeth, false 

hair ftc. The Duke's wrath, if so unpolite as to shew any, 

a few soft words might have subdued, but the Dutchess' love, 

whom he had rescued too from imminent danger, was instantly 

converted into mortal hatred. After some vain attempts to 

be her own avenger, she consigned the task to another lover 

known to handle his pistol so well as never to miss his mark. 
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But what of that? His hand shakes when confronted with the 

English Hero either through fear or anger, while Pelham with 

all the coolness of Sir Jonah Barrington"^ himself, hits his 

adversary in the Intended spot ft renders him hors de combat. 

As he tells us in another place where like a second Alexander 

he tamed a Bucephalus, "there never was any situation of his 

life in which he lost possession of himself." 

But it may be said that his moral, intellectual, ft 

political acquisitions were not quite so miraculous as I 

have represented for are we not told in the 36th chapter of 

the first volume that he devoted one month to study imder the 

tuition of his uncle? We certainly are - but admitting the 

possibilities of this wonder working Monk, it comes rather 

late into the field after his various display of tact, knowl

edge ft multifarious ability distributed on those two great 

theatres of the world London ft Paris. For all that subsequently 

shews Itself in any sort of mental improvement he might Just as 

well have continued to be self taught, although during that 

happy lunar period, "he went over the whole of Mill's admir

able articles in the Encyclopedia, over the more popular works 

of Bentham, and thence plunged into the recipes of political 

Economy." As rapidly as he did into the Dutchess's telltale 

Closet - and may I not add with almost as great an accession 

of valuable information. But how could this man who never 

^See letters l4 and 16, 
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lost possession of himself in any situation of life overlook 

the glaring contradictions this Chapter contains - how could 

he be imaware that he here gives himself the lye direct? He 

left Eton at the €ige of eighteen to use his own words 'in 

the profoundest Ignorance," and his two years at Cambridge 

were not more profitably employed - yet what does he tell us 

In this chapter? "little did he think poor man from my usual 

bearing, ft the character of my Education that in general liter

ature there were few subjects on which I was not full as well 

Informed as himself JI.'IJ And this is said by a young man who 

having quitted School ft College in "profound ignorance," had 

spent not years but months in the gayety ft Idleness of dis

sipated life J 

To follow up the extravagances, inconsistencies, ft 

petulances of this book, to say nothing of its utter want of 

sound principle, would be too tiresome. It is written with 

liveliness, ft some of the dialogues are not unentertalnlng. 

His wit is exhausted upon puns, ft his humour on similes, often 

absurd ft extravagant as where he compares a Woman's red face 

to the Ghost of a kitchen fire. The letters of his mother, 

whom he seems to regard as a very proper parent, are too 

grossly selfish, and shew not his knowledge but his Ignorance 

of human nature, for no person wilfully proclaims himself a 

knave or a fool - An Author of genius elicits the real charac

ter from actions ft sentiments, and in spite of endeavours to 

conceal it. The political characters he introduces are I 
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suppose Intended for persons in real life, and may have con

tributed something to the sale of the book at the particular 

Crisis to which it alludes. How far they may be deemed like

nesses my Ignorance of private character unfits me to Judge, 

but It requires little penetration to discover that the por

traits are both feeble ft uninteresting, and Introduced for 

little purpose, as it should seem, save to disappoint all 

those expectations which the appearance of such personages 

in his political drama were calculated to excite. 

Senex 

Cork Novr 26 - I828 -

I dont know whether you will think this worth sending, but 

I let it take its chance, very firmly of opinion that such 

works are calculated to do mischief and deserving of serious 

reprobation -

Yours ftc -

HT 

Samuel C, Chew points out that the satiric intent of 
Pelham, Lytton's first memorable novel, was not apprehended 
even by such writers as Carlyle who refers to it in Sartor 
Resartus (Book III, ch. x). Baugh, Literary History, Chapter 
nV. Other contemporaries, such as the Quarterly Review and 
Blackwood's, did not even deign to give it a review. 
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23 

Derry near Ross Carbery 

March 25 - 1829 

My dear Sir 

This day I received your packet with two letters one 

from your son, ft the other from yourself, the uneasiness oc

casioned by the first of which written so long ago as Jan^ ft 

during your indisposition, was happily removed by the second 

bearing date Feb^ 23d̂  - Our carrier has I believe neglected 

to call at Mr, Bolsters which I suppose was the cause of so 
2 

much delay - for the Miscellaneous Works of Sir W I beg to 

return thanks - Everything from such a pen is indeed welcome, 

ft many of them are new to me - his life of Swift I have in 

Swift's works, and I have also the letter of Paul to his Kins

folk - however it will give me an opportunity of presenting 

the letter to one of the Libraries lately set up in this 

neighborhood, which my family are very anxious ft active in 

supporting. The great popular desideratum of this Country is 

knowledge -that alone, aided by sober ft skilfull Industry will 

gradually remove the veil of barbarism by which it is over

spread, and which under any circiomstances ft particularly the 

-'-Alexander Blackwood, William Blackwood's eldest son, 
who was being groomed to carry on his father's work. Oli
phant, Wm. Blackwood. 

The Miscellaneous Prose Works of Sir Walter Scott, 
Cadell and Co. isainburgn, 1027. A supplementary volume was 
brought out by A. and W. Galignani, Paris, 1827-34. British 
Museum. 
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present it must be the ardent wish of every real patriot to 

extend ft establish - To say the truth I have lately begun to 

think that some measures similar to those so unexpectedly 

brought forward were becoming necessary to the general wel

fare ft tranquility of the Empire.''' On cool ft deliberate re

flection I was Induced to think that the danger of the mea

sure was greatly magnified, and that any thing like the re

turn of British ascendancy or papal domination in the British 

Empire was as liable to be apprehended as the return of witch

craft or Astrology - The general, the necessary, and the ir

repressible diffusion of light ft learning alone would be 

sufficient to disown apprehension on that score. Where Popery 

does reign it is by means of compulsive ignorance, by the 

terror of the civil sword aiding the spiritual despotism, and 

the greatest vigilance of both is required to maintain a Sway 

against which every enlightened mind naturally revolts. Can 

this ever be the case of our Realms? I think not - Were it 

only a contest between the two Churches the Romish must neces

sarily submit, ft think herself well off with even toleration -

After Canning's brief Ministry, and his death in 
August, 1828, the political situation became even more con
fused, particularly regarding party lines. Under the Duke of 
Wellington, the High Tories foimd themselves forced to pass 
Lord John Russell's Bill to repeal the Test Act in March, I828, 
which had prohibited Dissenters from holding National or Muni
cipal Office. Wellington and Peel, in I829, forced Catholic 
Emancipation through Parliament, believing that only by doing 
so could civil war in Ireland be avoided. 0'Connell's situa
tion, (see letter 20) having been elected but unable to take 
his seat as a Catholic, probably convinc'̂ d Wellington amd Peel 
of the necessity of passing the bill. Trevelyan, British His
tory, Chapter XIII. 
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but it is far otherwise - The protestants of the Empire are 

divided, ft tho the majority of them be against the measure, 

yet those who are for it, supported by the entire weight /pfj 

the Catholic body, and their own influence in respect of 

both talent ft ntimbers forms such a strength as cannot long be 

resisted. The Catholics of this Country I think will lose 

much of their weight ft Influence by the breaking of that chain 

which now binds them in such strict amity ft alliance with each 

other - let the bundle of rods be untied, ft they will lose 

that strength which depended on their union, I see Dr. Chal

mers views it in this light, and his authority stands high 

with me - I had seen it in the same light ft published a little 

essay on the subject in our violent Cork Paper the Constitu

tion - they admitted it with reluctance - I will next oppor

tunity send you one. When a measure is unavoidable, I am one 

who wlsh/es/ to withdraw a fruitless opposition ft become a 

peace maker, 

I will endeavour to remodel the agricultural papers, 

ft leave out the parts objected to - I dont think Stuart was 

the name to which I alluded - No doubt the Eclectic review 

was not worth noticing, nor should I have done so but at the 

request of a friend. 

Thomas Chalmers, D.D. (l780-l847), theologian, preach
er, and philanthropist. He attracted the attention of many 
of the public figures as well as the general public by his 
forceful sermons. From 1828-1843, he occupied the Chair of 
Theology at the University of Edinburgh. D.N.B. 
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After such a long Interval of Silence I lose no time 

to acknowledge your favour by post tho my friend Lord Carbery 

Is not at home at present. My head is seldom in a writing 

state, ft I can at best only do so by fits ft snatches - other

wise thank God my health is good - and reading is a relief 

Instead of a fatigue. 

Very truly your obt friend ft servt ftc 

Hor Townsend 

24 

/T822/ 

My dear Sir 

One of my sons who is Just setting off for Cork, takes 

charge /pt the/ /I/nclosed to be transmitted to you through 

your Dublin /jcbrres^/ondents Wm Curry ft Co - I can say little 

for them or indeed /Tor anjiy thing my old head produces, but 

hope they may not be unacceptable if it were only in the way 

of a little variety. After all I trust the measure of Eman

cipation will not be so injurious as many I myself among the 

rest once supposed - I believe the violent on both sides will 

be disappointed. The Orangemen will find it not so bad, nor 

the papists quite so good as they expected. The Canning 

The words in brackets were obscured by blots. 
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measure was abolishing 4o shilling freeholds, and subjecting 

tlO freeholds to a strict scrutiny - This works well, ft will 

ultimately give to bona fide property its Just weight - All 

very tranquil here, ft I think likely to remain so - we have 

too since the late rains every prospect of a good harvest -

I can /riot?/ conclude without thanking you which I do 
2 

sincerely for Sir Walters' last work - He is a wonderful 

man -

Yours truly ftc 

Hor Townsend 

I have not got your last Agricultural Journal -

1 
The Act of Catholic Emancipation (enacted under Peel) 

carried with it the provision for disfranchisement of the 
forty-shilling freeholders, and the county qualification for 
voters was raised to LIO per year. Ireland; The People's 
History of Ireland, by John F. Finerlyl N. Y. 1904. Vol. 
II, chap. rv. 

2 
See letter 23. 
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25 

Ross Carbej?y August 9 - 2 9 
My dear Sir -

I have Just received your letter of the 23d ult, ac

companied as usual with other favours - Montelth^ ftc. and 

from the nature of the contents am inclined to think that 

there are some things with respect to my communications in 

want of explanation. While you were in London I received a 

packet from your Son, ft a letter Informing me of your absence, 

ft inclosing an article on the bumlng of lime in a mode pe

culiar to this County which I had transmitted some little 

time before, with the alterations ft Improvements required -

Why it was so sent back a second time your Son did not men

tion, and as far as my own Judgment went, it contained nothing 

unworthy of admission. If this be the communication to which 

you allude it is no wonder that you should not find it, it 

being snug ft safe in my own writing desk - But I also for

warded another article about 2 weeks since or at least left 

it with King ft /Ifodges?/ to be forwarded to you, on the sub-
2 

Ject of Mr. Knight's doctrine of Decay in fruit trees ft in 

^ 

Probably Robert Monteath, whose The Forester's Guide 
and Profitable Planter, Edinburgh, 1824, was reviewed in the 
Quarterly Review, October, 1827. He also wrote Miscellaneous 
Reports on Woods' and Plantations, etc. Dundee, lo'^f, and _A 
New and Easy System of DralnlngjSs Reclaiming the Bogs and 
Marshes of Ireland, London, IC29. British Museum. 

^Thomas Andrew Knight (1759-1838), vegetable physiolo
gist and horticulturist. An original member of the Horticul
tural Society, a felow of the Royal Society and the Linnean 
Society, he contributed numerous papers to their Journals. D,N,B, 
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horticulture. Bolster lest he should have no opportunity 

of transmitting it, and King was not sure - could not tell 

when he might be able, but would certainly soon forward it 

to Wm Curry Junr ft Co to be transmitted to you. This very 

possibly may not have reached you when you wrote - and these 

are the packets which remain to be cleared up, ft which you 

will be so good as to explain by retum of post - my neighbor 

Lord Carbery is not yet at home, but I know you mind postage 

as little as I do. 

It would in a few instances have saved me a little 

trouble had I made myself better acquainted with your pre

vious disposition to admit - I believe I lost less, one, on 

Sir Jonah Barrington »s book, ft one on Pelham which did not 

appear doubtless for sufficient reasons - but it would have 

been better if I had first consulted you on the choice of 

the subject - You have of course seen Mr. Sadler's book on 
1 

Ireland - an animated but somewhat giddy performance, much 

of which, as well as its patriotic intention, & humanity for 

the condition of the poor I approve ft applaud, but much of 

which is erroneous as far as regards the state of the Coimtry 

I am writing some remarks on this book recitfying his errors 

ft giving credit to his motives ft pains in the acquisition of 

Michael Thomas Sadler (178O-I835), social reformer 
and political economist. He proposed the establishment of a 
poor law in Ireland on the principle that wealth should help 
relieve poverty according to its means. His published works 
Include Ireland : its Evils and their Remedies, I828. D.N.B. 
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knowledge - It Is therefore fit that I ask you - will it be 

acceptable? 

I think beet root sugar might support a short article 

ft perhaps tobacco - it Is not attempted here but is I hear 

in Wexford, ft I have a friend there who will inform me - I 

am Just going to take my dally airing ft will take my leave 

Your very faithfull ft obdt ftc 

Hor Townsend 

26 

Septr 5 29 

My dear Sir 

I have Just received your favour of the 24th ult, and 

with it the two last Magas, tho I dont well know how they 

came, having been droped here I believe by one of our public 

Coaches - for with all the proclaimed poverty of our Country 

there are now three day Coaches to ft from Cork that pass my 

door every day in the week except Sunday when the Mail only 

runs - Besides this there are what we call Scotch Carts with

out number in a Country where, in my memory no such thing as 

either existed. Your letter was very satisfactory in all 

respects, and I am glad you received the packet I spoke of. 

Dubious of this - I sent two articles for the Agricultural 

Journal by a friend in consequence of your expressing a wish 
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for such - One on Montleth^ ft another on Sir H Steuart^ -

they may (if approved) be divided, or form a single article 

if not too large. I hope you will get them safe. The one 

that was erroneously returned I send with this, and also not 

withstanding your dissuasive /3*lssuaslon?/ my observations on 

Sadler. As they were written I thought I might as well send 

them, ft perhaps they may not Interfere much with those you 

expect from another hand, as he probably will write from a 

different part of the Island. Sadler obviously knew nothing 

of this part of Ireland ft possibly your Commentator may not 

know much more which is not unlikely to be the case if he 

writes from Dublin. So that it is at least possible mine 

may be worth insertion. The very few friends I ever consult 

here thought it might answer as a separate pamphlet, but it 

would require enlargement. I see able as well as amusing 

articles in all your numbers, but cannot help thinking you 
3 

are too hard on Mr. Peel, I cant discern a good reason for 

1 
See letter 25. 
2 
Sir Henry Seton Steuart (1759-1836), author of The 

Planter's Guide. (l820). He corresponded with Sir Walter 
Scott who imitated Steuart's experiments in arboriculture at 
Abbotsford, D.N.B. Prof. John Wilson's article, "Sir Henry 
Steuart's Theory of Transplantation," appeared in B.M., April, 
1828. 

Sir Robert Peel (1788-I850) outraged the Tories by 
his defection on the Catholic Question. See letter 23. Ar
ticles appearing in B.M. which were indeed 'hard on Peel" 
were "Review of the Ias*t Session of Parliament, ' by Rev. S. 
O'Sulllvan, Aug., 1829; "A Dissolution of Parliament," by D. 
Robinson, August, l829; and the Noctes Ambrosianae for July 
and September, 1829. 
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making him almost the only one of the Apostates who is 

visited with merciless castlgatlon, I confess I have not 

changed my opinion of his integrity or capacity, and I do 

really believe that no motive short of a dire necessity of 

adopting the measure could or did Influence him. I may be 

mistaken but from the beginning of his political career he 

shewed a degree of steady determination in the right incom

patible with a weak or vulgar, or a venal mind. Putting 

IrelEuid out of the question I would never as a Briton consent 

to a change of the Constitution of 1688, but the situation 

of this Island obviously gave a different aspect to the state 

of the British Islands. Even so it would not have been a 

necessary measure had the protestant proprietors of Irish 

Estates done their duty - But what did they do? Most or at 

least numbers discouraged protestant Tenants - deserted their 

posts, and gave up their proper influence to middlemen of 

whom many were the Catholics, and then by a preposterous act 

give the power of choosing Members to papist forty shilling 

free holders - Admitted to the army, admitted to the bar, 

enriched by Trade, ft holding large tracts of land, was it 

possible, after allowing them to vote for members, to exclude 

them for ever from being members themselves? Was it not 

rather preposterous to say to a rich & numerous class of sub

jects, we will allow the most worthless blackguard among you 

to vote for a member of parliament, nay we will give you a 

majority of voters for members of parliament, but we will not 
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allow the most wealthy, learned, and respectable person among 

you to b£ one. Even this unfortunate act that turned beggars 

into electors might not so soon at least have brought on the 

Crisis of Emancipation - Had the whole respectability of 

protestantism opposed it, it would have been looked for in 

vain ft the agitators might have been easily put down. But 

when Protestantism became a house divided against Itself, it 

could not stand politically as it had done. When an equality 

if not majority of the great ft leading protestant proprietors 

of Ireland were for it - when England ft Scotland too exhibited 

so many of the very first weight in property ft talent on the 

same side, I conceive it to have been utterly impossible to 

evade the event. Postponed it might have been but I believe 

only postponed, nor do I think the measure could have passed 

at a better time - when all was peace around. I regret the 

necessity as much as any one, but all these things considered 

I do believe in my soul the necessity existed - I do believe 

also that it will not be long before the popisher members 

find that hope ft obtalnment are two very different things. 

The Pretense for Agitation being removed those who were 

raised by its billows will sink as it subsides ft for the body 

of the people it does - Just nothing. In truth nothing will 

make them respectable as a people but what their Priests are 

fighting hard to prevent - sound education. This is the 

Emancipation they want, ft which all who have their interest 

at heart will endeavour to promote - as thank God many pious 
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ft able men are wonderously striving to do. That Almighty 

providence which divides good from Evil seems already to 

have done much In this Country towards the support of pro

testantism in the redoubted exertion of a pious, diligent, 

active ft eloquent ministry. 

I do honour ft revere the steady able ft inflexible 

supporters of the good old cause, ft do most fervently wish 

that circumstances enabled me to think as highly of their 

policy as of their hearts - I really thought it Impossible 

once to shake my own opinion - nor is it shaken as to my 

opinion of protestantism ft popery in the abstract. The more 

I see of Popery as a system the more I dislike it - A scheme 

of falsehood and fraud from beginning to end - cajoling the 

weak by false promise - governing them ft the ignorant by 

their fears. Indulging those whom it is iinable to restrain 

by force in the free gratification of every passion, and 

satisfied with nominal where it can not obtain real obedience-

ft to maintain their unchristian sway, straining every nerve to 

stifle the truth, ft keep the book of wisdom ft of holiness from 

the hands of its followers - with that Church to be a good 

Christian is not to have faith in the commands of God but of 

herself, and the first perhaps only merit she requires of any 

is - not to be a protestant. Political party is one of the 

great Engines here employed for these purposes, and it may re-

coil upon herself. The learned ft Intelligent of her flock who 

Indirectly reject her dogmas will now be under no, or at least 
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little necessity of her political aid, and finding themselves 

Independent of her in their great object will gradually either 

relax her chains or burst them. One of my great objections 

to that System is its being the fertile nurse of infidelity -

a fact none who has visited the Continent oan entertain but 

smallest doubt of - Indeed I know several of her professed 

followers who pass for mighty good Catholics - but are as 

much Christians as Mohametons - all she asks of them is not 

to read the Bible. 

In short it is beyond our ken to pronounce upon the 

future - But if all these protestants will act their parts 

well, we have I trust nothing to fear - The present circiim-

stances of the World ft the spread of knowledge have in most 

places disarmed her of those tremendous powers once possessed, 

and a Tyrant when ceasing to be an object of fear, becomes of 

course an object of contempt. 

I have been thus prolix, wishing /Jo/ put you in full 

possession of my thoughts at this momentous crisis - It will 

be for you to Judge of their soundness ft propriety -

Your most faithfull ftc ftc 

Hor Townsend 

I send this by the first coach opportunity. 

My friend ft neighbour Lord Carbery is not yet returned - he 

has been detained in England by the illness, ft death of a 

brother, to whom he was much attached - I understand that his 

brother has left him upwards of LIO, 000 per annum - he had no 
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Child - My neighbour I rejoice to hear means still to reside, 

ft a most valuable resident he is -

27 

Ross Carbery Jany l4 - 30 

My dear Sir -

I have received per favour of Mr Curry your packet in-
1 2 

closing Maga for this month. Peninsular Csonpaigns, Fragments, 

ft a curious little book on weather. The last, a work of much 

pains, is a little too much in the clouds for my comprehension, 

and I should suspect the uncertainties of our Climate to be 

such as to be Incapable of being reduced within the limits of 

systematic regulation - however the author has fairly brought 

it to a test, and his prediction Table will shew how far his 

supposed arrangement will be borne out by facts. To time then 

be it left. 

The Annals of the Pen. campaigns contains a very clear 

ft satisfactory account of the interesting period they embrace, 

and will become a standard work - Forsyth's Fragments deserve 

a better title - they are important disquisitions, ft contain 

Annals of the Peninsular Campaigns from I808 to l8l4. 
By the author of "Cyril Thornton" /Captain Thomas Hamilton/ 
Edinburgh, I829. British Museum. 

Political Fragments, by Robert Forsyth (1766-1846), 
miscellaneous writer. He suffered disappointments in obtain
ing public positions because of his liberal views. D.N.B. 
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great shrewdness of observation united with correct taste ft 

sound Judgment - Advocate I presume is in Scotland synonomous 

with Barrister, or as often called. Counsellor in this Country. 

Your Magazine as usual has many articles of Important public 

interest ft amuslve elegance - It is I think one of the few 

periodicals, that finds admirers among all except the very 

ultras of those who chuse to designate themselves under the 

title of Liberation - a better term than liberality. 

I was much amused by your recollections of Miss 0 Neil -

I never saw her before she became the wife of my Intimate 

friend ft relative Mr. Becker - He has a summer residence not 

very far from this, and they have sometimes made this a rest

ing place in their Journey to it. Mrs. Becker is certainly 

a woman of very superior manner ft understanding, ft a most ex

cellent mother ft wife - "Grace indeed is in all her steps," 

and the more captivating as it is so totally devoid of affec

tion. She is not however, in my eyes, as beautiful as from 

general description I expected to find her. I mean as to face, 

in which she is inferior to numbers - but her figure is truly 

elegant. The most beautiful woman I ever saw upon the stage 

"Desultory Reminiscences of Miss O'Neill. By Timothy 
Crusty, Esq." B.M., January, I83O, by the Rev. C. H. Town-
send. Lady Eliza" Becker, nee Eliza O'Neill (1791-1872), who 
attained fame in l8l4 for her "Juliet, " and was a reigning 
stage favorite until her retirement upon her marriage to Mr. 
William Nixon Becker, Irish M. P. D.N.B. 
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(speaking of distinguished actresses ) were Mrs, Crawford in 
. 2 
ner younger days, Mrs. Yates, ft Miss Farren afterwards Lady 

3 
Derby - of those Mrs. Crawford then Mrs. Dancer was the most 

captivating, Mrs. Yates the finest woman. 

Dublin, you see, is at last beginning to enter into 

something of literary competition with its neighbours, and 

surely it oxight to possess sufficient talent for the purpose. 

Talent Indeed there is, but my Countrymen have hitherto been 

too volatile to direct it steadily to a given subject - They 

are ready to promise - slow to perform. Hitherto party ft 

politics ingross them merely - Now perhaps they will change 

their course, and not be left so miserably behind in the race 
4 

of literature. The Christian examiner devoted to piety ft the 

exposure of popish superstition is the first periodical that 

has been strenuously supported, ft whose perseverance has been 

Mrs. Ann Apranger Barry (l734-l80l), first appeared on 
the stage as Mrs. Dancer in 1756. After Mr. Dancer's death, 
she married Spranger Barry and acted as Mrs. Barry. Left a 
widow again, she married Mr. Crawford, and in 1778-79 she ap
peared at Covent Garden as Mrs. Crawford. D.N.B. 

2 
Mrs. Elizabeth Yates (l799-l86o), first appeared on 

the stage as Desdemona in I815. In I823 she married Frederick 
Henry Yates, also an actor. She withdrew from the stage in 
1849. D.N.B. 

^Elizabeth Farren, Countess of Derby (1759?-1829), 
actress. She married Edward, Earl of Derby, in 1797 after 
her last appearance in which she played Lady Teazle. D.N.B. 

Tlie Christian Examiner and Church of Ireland Maga
zine, published at Iniblin from 1825-1869. Union List of 
Serials. 
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crowned with success, a result which has probably operated 

to the encouragement of others. The literary gazette I get 

ft it promises pretty well - there was a good article, and 

apparently a genuine one descriptive of the Duke of Wellington 

a most extraordinary man think what we may of him. The Dublin 

Monthly Magazine I have not yet seen. 

I dont find that you have taken any notice of Sadler's 

pamphlet on Ireland, either from that promised by your Dublin 

Correspondent or that transmitted by me - Indeed political 

Economy ft other subjects of general Interest seem to have en

gaged your attention ft you do right in adhering to what is 

most interesting to the general reader. Ireland however is 

interesting to me, and possibly my observations if not suit

able to you might be welcome to some of our own periodicals -

I may say the same of the article on Angling /TJ. Your Maga

zine is now so diffused that I can well believe, exclusive 

of regular contribution that you are Inundated with occasional. 

I don't know how it has happened but I have not re

ceived either of the last quarterly Journals of Agriculture, 

and I mention it chiefly to say that I can so easily get them 

from my bookseller when they come out, that it is not worth 

1 
The Dublin Literary Gazette, or Weekly Chronicle of 

Criticism, Belles Lettres, and Fine Arts, founded in Dublin 
in 1856 and continued as a monthly under the title of The 
National Magazine, edited by C. Lover. British Museum, 

p 
The Dublin Monthly Magazine was begun in Dublin in 

1830, and apparently ran for six issues only. Union List of 
Serials. 
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while to give yourself the trouble of sending them. 

Our weather till this day has been very fine - slight 

frost without snow or rain, ft we read with surprize of the 

excessive cold in other places - last night however there was 

a fall of snow about four inches deep ft it remains still on 

the ground, an unusual thing here, the wind today at East, 

with a probability of more snow -

Of myself, tho thank God my general health is good, I 

am sorry to say that writing, from a peculiar complaint in 

my hajid, becomes more ft more painfull ft disagreeable - other

wise a little exercise in that way would be a recreation -

Even this letter has not been written without uneasiness -

Vfy literary contributions therefore you may well suppose have 

been very trifling. My Lord Mountcashel ft the Bishop of 

Ferns have lighted a little blaze here which however is now 

pretty well extinct - His Lordship I velieve meant well, but 

has been a dupe either to his own perversity of Intellect, or 

the ill advice of others. In all the specific instances of 

clerical abuses brought forward, he was clearly proved to be 

utterly mistaken. I have reason to think, indeed almost to 

know that personal dislike to the Bishop of Cork's family was 

at the bottom of the business - So often does professional 

patriotism spring from private pique. If you should wish to 

"̂ Stephen (Moore), Earl Mountcashell (or Mountcasael) 
(1772-1883) of Munster, succeeded to the peerage October, 
1822, Complete Peerage, G.E.C. Kayne. 
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favour me with a line you may direct under cover to Lord Car

bery - Castlepeke - Ross Carbery - his Lordship will not leave 

this for London before the 8th or 10th of February -

Yours truly ftc 

Hor Townsend 

We have one paper supported with spirit ft Talent - the Star 

of Brunswick -

28 

June 7 - 1830 

My dear Sir 

I am to acknowledge the receipt of two letters from 

you with accompaniments within the last 4 or 5 weeks, for 

which I regret to say the only return I can make is by ac

knowledgment - I have suffered much by an Epidemic cold or 

Influenza which prevailed here this spring and bore hard upon 

those whom age or infirmity rendered less able to bear its 

pressure. I am however thajnk God in a state of convalescence 

tho I fear some time must elapse before I shall be able to 

regain even my previous state of mental ft bodily strength, 

neither of which were to be boasted of - but on the threshhold 

of eighty that is to be expected - In truth I have every rea

son to be thankfull for a more than ordinary share of what is 

worth calling worldly blessings and I trust I feel it as I 

ought. 
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As writing even a friendly letter does not agree with 

the present state of my hand I shall satisfy myself at pres

ent with expressing my sense of your kindness, and my satis

faction at the continued success of your valuable publication 

It would not be worth postage but one of my daughters is writ

ing to Lord Carbery about a School, ft this scrawl will by that 

means go free - perhaps I may have more strength ft spirits 

after a little time - the former has been greatly advanced by 

the use of the showerbath - ft I walk ft take exercise every 

day - But for the distress of our poor weavers, confined how

ever to some Towns, I should say this Country was improving 

fast - The summer is cold but crops appear very flourishing -

believe me most truly yours ftc 

Hor Townsend 

Many thanks for Dr Inglis's valuable book -

I dont recollect having sent any dialogues - lately at least 

John Inglls, D.D. (1763-1834), Scottish divine. His 
works Include A Vindication of Christian Faith, (1830), and 
A Vindication of Ecclesiastical Establishment, (1833). D.N.B. 
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29 

Ross Carbery -

The Revd H. Townsend sends the Enclosed ballad to the Messrs. 

Blackwood for their admirable Magazine, if they should think 

it worthy of insertion. His age ft infirmities prevent him 

from attempting anything more than a ballad. 

Deer 22 - 1834 

Doctor McHales polite ft modest letters to the D. of 
2 

W - n, versified — being a famous ballad to the favourite 

tune of Amo. Amas, one of Bard 0 Keefee popular songs. 

The Doctor thus speaketh or slngeth. 

'Tis now full time 

For me to rhlme 

Tho' no great poetaster 

No grub street muse 

Will sure refuse 

The call of 0 Keefee Master -

John MacHale (I791-l88l), archbishop of Tuam. In 1820 
he published the first series of letters signed "Hierophilos," 
which were strictures against the education together of Roman 
Catholics and Protestants. A genuine patriot, he became the 
most beloved public figure among the Catholics after O'Con
nell. D.N.B. 

2 
Duke of Wellington 
3 
Eoghan O'Keefe (1656-1760), Irish poet. His poems 

were current in the south of Ireland as long as Irish was 
generally used there. D.N.B. 
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Chorus 

Horum quorum 

Fill the Jorum 

Prelates love good drinking 

To quench their thirst 

Potheen is first 

Of liquors to my thinking 

Amo, amas. 

All flesh is grass 

My own is somewhat stale, sirs. 

This you'll allow. 

When I avow 

Myself to be MacHale Sirs -

Horum, quorum 

Fill the Jorum 

Be ye Saints or Sinners 

Let heretics starve 

As they deserve 

Give us Confession dinners 

Horum quorum ftcc 

The Duke so great 

Would rule the state 

With loyalists called Tories 

He thinks, gude mon -
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His Army won 

Famed Waterloos high glories. 

Horum quorum ftcc 

But Dan and I 

Say, Duke you lie 

We'll swear with oaths most hearty 

T'was Irish boys 

With sticks ft noise 

That frightened Buonaparte -

Horum quorum ftcc 

Curse take reform 

It raised a storm 

In nations calm before. Sirs, 

But tls our lot 

To want it not 

Infallible of you. Sirs, 

Horum quorum ftcc 

I grant we're fools 

For keeping schools. 

Our rustics to advance Sirs, 

A learned Clerk 

Should keep them dark 

In pious Ignorance, Sirs, 
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Horum quorum ftcc 

^elr beads they'll say 

And us obey 

The blind are always humble 

But once grown wise 

No more they'll prize 

But at our dogma's stumble 

Horum quorum ftcc 

They'll say adieu 

We want not you 

Our welfare to advance sirs. 

Not long ago 

They did Just so. 

And turned us out of France Sirs, 

Homim quorum ftcc 

Then Priests I pray 

Mind what I say 

No better method I know 

Than Romish rules 

To gull blind fools. 

And touch the ready Rlno. 
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Horum quortim 

Pill the Jorum 

Push the stuff around boys 

To cure the spleen 

Like our Potheen 

No liquor's to be found boys. 

Senex 



225 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO BLACKWOOD'S MAGAZINE 

ATTRIBUTED TO HORATIO TOWNSEND* 

"Observations on Kemble»s Essay" Aug., 1817 I. 455 

"A Letter on Happiness" May, I819 V, 155 

Ky findings show that neither of these pieces was 
written by Townsend. 

William Maginn enlisted Townsend as a contributor for 
Blackwood's Magazine in 1822, On February 12, 1822, Maginn 
writes Blackwood: ^Ith this you get a review of a pamphlet 
by an old friend of mine here /townsend's Tour through Ire
land and Great Britain," (XI, 291 J/, ..The author is a very 
clever old gentleman - of peculiar powers of humbug. He is 
in fact the Chief of our local Jokers, a ver3̂  large body of 
men here: and you see can handle a pen seriously in good 
style. He was one of the earliest ft wittiest antagonists of 
the celebrated Father OLeary of whom he made great sport. 
The reason I wish to review this Is partly to tickle the old 
fellow - but more particularly to try to enlist him for you. 
If you had him you need never be in want of a capital serious 
Irish article on the right side, and perhaps he might supply 
matter for a laugh occasionally." /Hrs. Cooke, pp. 251-52^ 
Again, on March 10, 1822, / ^ s . Cooke, pp. 250-57/, and March 
31, 1822, /Hrs. Cooke, p. 259/, Maginn writes that he is try
ing to enlist Townsend. On April 29, 1822, he writes, 'It is 
probable Mr. Townsend has written you before this - he will, 
I am pretty sure, send you an article or two." /Hrs, Cooke, 
p. 267J" 

in an undated letter, evidently early I825, Townsend 
writes to Blackwood regarding his "Irishman Numbers" (cf. XIV. 
532; XV, 1): "Some time has now elapsed since our friend 
Maginn intimated to me your wish to have some communication 
respecting the state of this country /Trom me/. Some time 
after the communication by Maginn, I aid undertake the task. 

Apparently the two pieces have been attributed to Town-
send because the signature, "Senex," was affixed to them. 

• Where Townsend's authorship is clearly established 
by the letters alone, only the number of the letter is given. 
Where Townsend's authorship is established from sources other 
than his letters, in doubtful cases, and where my findings 
disagree with other research, further explanatory material 
is Included. 
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While it is true that most of Townsend's pieces were signed 
'Senex," it is unlikely that Townsend himself originated the 
signature. In the letter of 1825 above-mentioned, Townsend 
writes, 'I believe he /Maginn/ did not inform you who was 
the author.... This concealment was not by my desire...but 
probably came from his delicacy, or my omitting to give any 
particular Instruction on that head." 

The essay on Kemble mentions that the text of Steevens' 
edition (1803) was used. On October 7, I826, Townsend writes, 
"I need hardly tell you that Shakespeare is a great favourite 
I often amuse my self with little notes ft comments on some 
of his plays - There have been some later Editions than mine 
which is the last Edition of Johnson's Shaikespeare, but I 
do not know if they have very materially contributed to the 
Illustrations of his genius further than explaining a few 
obsolete words, or references to antiant manners." 

The article on Happiness is written in a virulent 
satirical style, reminiscent of Swift; not in keeping with 
the kindlier wit of the clergyman Townsend, 

"The Irishman, No. I. Pamphlets Nov., I823 XIV. 532 
on Ireland" (with Maginn) 

Letter 1. On September 22, I823, Maginn writes, I 
have got the Irish series I promised you, but must write the 
introduction myself, as my friend has not caught your tone.' 
/Vbs. Cooke, p. 388/ An introductory letter signed "Gabriel 
South' precedes the article, and a long note follows it 
signed ^G.S." These two additions must be Maginn's work. 

'The Irishman. No. II." ^ , ^ ^ 
Letter 1. Jan., 1824 XV. 1 

"Paddy Pumps of Cork to June, 1825 XVII. 681 
C.N. Esq., at Edinburgh" 

Letter 2. 

"Recollections of Garrick" Oct., I825 XVIII. 488 
In letter 3, Townsend writes that he sends an article; 

letters 4 and 5 refer to a series of 'reminiscences. 

"Letter from Senex on Swift, ^rxTT TOJI 

Sir W. Scott, ftc." Dec, 1825 XVIII. 724 
(Cf, XVIII. 488.) 

"Reminiscences - Irish Travelling - March, I826 XIX. 267 
Messrs Flood, Fitz-Glbbon, Grattan, 
Curran, ftc." , ^ 

(Cf. XVIII. 488.) 
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"Reminiscences, - No IV. Richard Brinsley Sheridan, ftc, 
(Concluded from last Number.)" Aug., I826 XX. 201 

Letter b. 

'What will become of Poor Ireland?" Jan., 1827 XXI. 61 
Letter 10. 

"The Irish Forty-Shi11Ing 
Freeholders" July, I827 XXII. 53 

Letter 11. 

"Recollections of a Trip to 
Spa. By Senex" Sept., I827 XXII. 281 

In letter 12 (May 7, I827) Townsend refers to a "little 
trifling effusion" he had sent in. The strongest evidence 
that this is Townsend's, however, is the use of "Senex," 
which by this time had been well-established as his signa
ture, 

"An Autumnal Night's Dream in Ireland" Dec, I827 XXII. 685 
Letter I3. 

"Letter from Senex on the Dangers May, I828 XXIH, 621 
of Catholic Emancipation" 

There is no direct reference to this piece in the letters, 
but from the signature (cf. XXII, 281) I take it to be Town-
send's; also, Townsend was extremely interested in the 
Catholic question, and referred to it frequently in the let
ters , 

"Tales of the O'Hara Family" Oct., 1828 XXIV 469 
Letter 18. 
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