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ABSTRACT 

This dissertation, Contextualizing Cormac McCarthy's Border Trilogy: An 

Annotative Approach, attempts to delineate and amplify the details of McCarthy's three 

most recent Western novels and serve as a useful reference for serious scholars as well as 

casual readers of the Border Trilogy. After brief introductory materials in Chapter I, 

Chapters II-IV include a chronology, character index, and index of place names for each 

of the three novels. Annotations of cultural and historical allusions in the trilogy follow 

in Chapters V and VI. Maps of regions traversed by characters and significant to the 

plots of the novels are included throughout the dissertation. Information about 

arrangement precedes each section of the concordance. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

While variation of interpretation should be valued as the basis for critical 

dialogue, interpretation based on erroneous or incomplete understanding of a text serves 

to hinder rather than promote productive discourse. Some of the existing criticism of 

Cormac McCarthy's fiction is meticulously researched and convincingly argued. 

However, the growing body of McCarthy criticism—consisting of an ever-increasing 

quantity of articles; at least two annual professional conferences devoted entirely to 

McCarthy, and sections at other professional conferences devoted to McCarthy 

scholarship; three dozen or so theses and dissertations; and, a handful of book-length 

works—also includes a high incidence of critical assumption that is often, at best, 

dubious. 

Though these faulty or questionable suppositions may be attributed in some cases 

to careless reading, they also testify to what, in "The Ambiguous Nihilism of Cormac 

McCarthy," Vereen Bell calls "the high degree of unassimilated raw material" in 

McCarthy's fiction and McCarthy's "casual command of the right names for things" 

(39). The abundance of allusive and descriptive material in the novels challenges the 

reader who is already occupied in an attempt to grapple with the psychological 

immediacy, linguistic complexity, and imagistic richness of McCarthy's writing. 

Despite the challenges presented by McCarthy's fiction, however, scholars 

continue to produce critical studies of his work. His four Western novels, set in the 

Mexican-American border region, have generated a surge of critical attention. He 
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received the National Book Award and National Book Critics Circle Award for the first 

novel of the Border Trilogy, All the Pretty Horses, in 1992. In the introduction to an 

issue oi Southern Quarterly dedicated exclusively to McCarthy criticism, Edwin Arnold 

and Dianne Luce assert that the time "would seem right for new, serious critical appraisal 

of McCarthy," and observe that critics are "still in the early stages of McCarthy 

scholarship" (8-9). Nearly a decade after the publication of that issue, critics still find 

themselves in the relative infancy of McCarthy studies. 

Concurrent with the increase in academic attention to McCarthy's fiction has 

come a popular interest in McCarthy's works. One must not assume, however, that 

McCarthy's designation as a significant writer is nothing more than the outcome of 

successful promotion or popular acclaim. Before the publication and success of ̂ // the 

Pretty Horses, when McCarthy's works were enjoying only a small but enthusiastic 

readership, McCarthy had already received a Guggenheim Fellowship, as well as grants 

from the Rockefeller Foundation, the William Faulkner Foundation, and the American 

Academy of Arts and Letters. The MacArthur Foundation awarded him one of its genius 

grants in 1981. Thus, McCarthy is worthy of study in a dissertation-length work, and the 

relatively small number of existing dissertations and theses makes it possible to add 

something of value to the discourse, rather than simply belaboring arguments that have 

already been made. 

In order to contribute in a meaningful way to the existing body of McCarthy 

scholarship, this work attempts to delineate and amplify the details of McCarthy's 

Western novels and serve as a usefiil reference for serious scholars as well as casual 

readers of the Border Trilogy. This concordance includes a chronology, character index. 



and index of place names for each of the three novels. Annotafions of cultural and 

historical allusions in the trilogy follows. Finally, maps of regions traversed by 

characters and significant to the plots of the novels are included throughout the 

dissertafion. Page numbers are taken from the Vintage International editions of the 

novels that comprise the Border Trilogy. Other information about the arrangement of 

information precedes each section of the concordance. 

As originally conceived, this work was to include translations into English of the 

numerous Spanish words and phrases embedded into the text. However, translations 

have already been completed by Lt. Jim Campbell and Brent Stevens and are available on 

the Cormac McCarthy homepage at <http://www.cormacmccarthy.com>. 

Some of the information compiled in this dissertation was gathered using 

conventional library and internet resources. However, annotating local references 

required travel to many of the novels' settings: San Angelo, Texas; Cloverdale, New 

Mexico; and, Orogrande, New Mexico. (Unfortunately, the scope of this dissertation did 

not allow for travel to the Mexican settings.) Not only did this travel expose me to the 

atmosphere of McCarthy's United States settings, but it also granted access to local 

historical societies and libraries. Most importantly, it made possible interviews with local 

residents familiar with each region's history. 

http://www.cormacmccarthy.com


CHAPTER II 

ALL THE PRETTY HORSES 

Chronology 

This chronology includes dates explicitly expressed in the novel and dates 

calculated using those chronological references that are unambiguously stated. When a 

date can be reasonably estimated but not absolutely verified, it is italicized to indicate 

that it was inferred using specific time references. In cases in which there is not enough 

information to make a reasonable estimate, significant plot elements are listed 

chronologically without any indication of date. References to historical dates that do not 

directly impact the novel's present action are listed chronologically in the section entitled 

"Historical Allusions in the Border Trilogy."" Page numbers in parentheses indicate the 

location of the reference within the text. 

1866—The Grady ranch land, consisting of twenty-three hundred acres, is granted by the 

Meusebach Survey of the Fisher-Miller grant, and the first house, "a oneroom 

hovel of sticks and wattle," is erected on the land by John Grady's maternal great

grandfather (6). See "Meusebach Survey of the Fisher-Miller grant" in 

Chapter VI. 

1871—John Grady's great-grandfather sends "six hundred steers over the cattle trail" and 

uses his earnings to build a ranch house the following year. By this date, the 

ranch has been expanded to eighteen-thousand acres (7). 

1872—The ranch house still in use on the Grady ranch in 1950 is buih by John Grady's 

great-grandfather (6-7). 



1873—The first barbed wire is run on the Grady ranch (7). 

1877—Dueiia Alfonsa is bom (132). 

1892—Duena Alfonsa's quinceanera is given in Rosario by the family of Francisco 

Madero(132). 

1898—John Grady's maternal grandfather marries for the first time (7). 

1910—John Grady's maternal grandfather loses his wife, who is childless, in an influenza 

epidemic (7). 

1911—John Grady's maternal grandfather, widowed a year earlier, marries his first 

wife's older sister (7). 

1911(c)—Hector Rocha makes his first communion in the chapel on La Purisima (144). 

1912—John Grady's mother is bom (7). 

1932, September 26—Lacey Rawlins is bom (163). 

1933, September 6—John Grady Cole is bom (167). This is also the year of McCarthy's 

birth (Priola). 

1942—"The last conversafion" between John Grady's parents takes place before his 

father, Wayne Cole, ships off from San Diego, Califomia, for military service 

(12). 

1949, September 13—This date is preserved on the desk calendar in John Grady's 

grandfather's office. It may denote the day on which the grandfather became too 

ill to work, since John Grady observes that "it still said September 13" (10). 

1949, autumn—The funeral of John Grady's grandfather is held (4). 

1950, winter—John Grady travels to San Antonio to watch his mother perform in a play 

(22). See "snow in San Antonio, with a temperature of 0 degrees, in 1950" in 



Chapter VI. 

1950, early March—John Grady and his father ride together for the final time (22). 

1950, mid-March—John Grady and Rawlins begin their joumey into Mexico (30). 

1950y about March 22—John Grady, Rawlins, and Blevins cross the Rio Grande River 

and pass into Mexico under a quarter moon (45). 

1950, late March—John Grady and Rawlins part with Blevins after he steals back his 

horse in La Encantada. 

1950, April—John Grady and Rawlins spend much of the month breaking horses on La 

Purisima and, in so doing, cam the respect of Rocha and his men (111). 

1950, May—Blevins, having worked for a German family in Palau for two months, 

retums to La Encantada to reclaim his gun and shoots three men (158-159). 

1950, May 2—John Grady meets Rocha upon his retum to the ranch. They discuss 

horses, John Grady lies about the circumstances of his border crossing, and Rocha 

offers him a job training and breeding mares (112-116). 

1950, May 3—John Grady speaks to Alejandra for the first time in the stables (117). 

1950, Sunday, May 14—John Grady and Rawlins buy new clothes and attend a grange 

dance (120-123). 

1950, week of May 14-20—A stud horse from Kentucky is brought to La Purisima (126). 

1950, mid-May to early June—Antonio and John Grady breed the recently-acquired 

stud to the mares (127). 

1950, between mid-May and mid-July: 

• Alejandra requests, and is allowed by John Grady, to ride the stud horse bareback 

(130-31). 



• Alejandra temporarily retums to Mexico. 

• One week after Alejandra's departure, Alfonsa invites John Grady to the house to 

play chess (132). 

• Two weeks after the chess match, Alejandra retums to La Purisima for the 

summer (135). 

• Alejandra comes to John Grady's room for the first time, they begin their 

nocturnal horseback rides, and their sexual relationship starts (139-142). 

• Mexican rangers come to La Purisima for the first time (142). 

• John Grady and Alejandra meet for nine nights following the appearance of the 

rangers, after which Alejandra retums to Mexico City (142). 

• Rocha invites John Grady to play billiards, and they discuss Alfonsa and 

Alejandra (143-46). 

1950, July 18—Greyhounds appear, unaccompanied, at Rawlins' and John Grady's 

campsite (149). 

1950, July 22—John Grady and Rawlins are arrested, in the moming hours, after having 

crossed into Mexico "some four months before" (149, 153). 

1950, July 25—John Grady and Rawlins are retumed to Encantada, where they are jailed 

with Blevins (154). That night, John Grady dreams of horses (161). 

1950, July 28—Blevins is shot. John Grady and Rawlins are transported to Prision 

Castelar in Salfillo (176-178). 

1950, August 2—After five days of imprisonment and constant fighting at Prision 

Castelar, John Grady and Rawlins are summoned to the house of Emilio Perez, 
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whose help they reject (186). 

1950, August 3—Rawlins is stabbed (189). 

1950, Sunday, August 6—In the moming John Grady is again summoned by Emiho 

Perez. In the aftemoon he buys a knife, with which he kills a man while 

defending himself that evening (190, 197). 

1950, August 24—John Grady is released from the prison and reunited with Rawlins, 

who, bound for home, boards a bus for Nuevo Laredo. 

1950, August 31—John Grady's stitches are removed (216). 

1950, September 7—John Grady leaves Salfillo. 

1950, September 9—John Grady arrives at La Purisima, from which he'd "been gone 

seven weeks," and finds that "the summer [was] past" (224). 

1950, September 10—Alfonsa prohibits the relationship between John Grady and 

Alejandra (242). 

1950, September 13—By telephone, John Grady persuades Alejandra to meet him in 

Zacatecas (245). This is the one-year anniversary of the date on the calendar 

belonging to John Grady's grandfather. 

1950, September 14—John Grady and Alejandra meet in Zacatecas for the last time, two 

days before Mexican Independence Day (249). 

1950, September 15—After a night together and a walk through Zacatecas, John Grady 

and Alejandra part (254). 

1950, September 25—John Grady decides to retum to Encantada (257). 

1950, September 26—John Grady is shot after he seizes the captain and retrieves the 

horses (258). 
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1950, pre-dawn September 28—Men of the country take the captain and leave John 

Grady unharmed (281). 

1950y between September 28 and November 30—An inconsistency in the chronology 

occurs at this point. Though the text indicates that John Grady is in the mountains 

of northem Mexico for only a few days after the release of the captain, his arrival 

in Langtry, Texas, occurs more than two months after he parts with the captain. 

1950, Thanksgiving, November 30—John Grady crosses the border to retum to the 

Umted States and senses that his father is dead (282, 287). 

1950, "just before Christmas"—After riding the border country for weeks, John Grady 

has his horses impounded in Ozona, Texas, where he comes before a judge (287-

288). 

1951, late February—John Grady drifts north, from the Del Rio area, toward home 

(298). 

1951, early March—John Grady briefly retums to San Angelo, attends Abuela's funeral 

at the Mexican cemetery in Knickerbocker, and sets out riding again (298-300). 

Character Index 

Characters are alphabetized by last name when given, and by first name if last 

name is not provided. If a first name alone is accompanied by a title denoting respect or 

relationship, the entry is alphabetized by name rather than by title. Page numbers, in 

parentheses following the character's name, indicate first appearance and extended 

appearances of the character. For the sake of comprehensiveness, characters mentioned 

only incidentally are included in the guide. Historical characters whose existence can be 



documented are included in the section entitled "Historical Allusions in the Border 

Trilogy.'" 

Horses belonging to characters are included; horses that are listed as part of 

pedigree, or in casual reference, are listed in "Cultural Allusions in the Border Trilogy."' 

Abuela (25, 300)—Luisa's mother who, with Luisa, looks after John Grady after his 

mother goes to Califomia. John Grady attends her funeral in March 1951. 

Abuela is not a given name, but the Spanish word for "grandmother." 

Alfonsa, Duena (132, 227-241)—Alejandra's grandaunt and godmother who opposes 

the relationship between Alejandra and John Grady. Seventy-two years old at the 

time of her meeting with John Grady, Alfonsa's history is entwined with the 

histories of major figures of the Mexican Revolution. 

Allison, Ed (7)—John Grady's uncle who attends the funeral of John Grady's 

grandfather and jokes to the preacher about the wind. 

Anson, Uncle Billy (115)—See "Anson, William" in Chapter VI. 

Antonio (109)—Worker at La Purisima who travels to Kentucky to pick up the stud 

horse purchased by Rocha. He is the brother of Armando. 

Armando (113) —An employee of Rocha, he assures the hacendado at La Purisima that 

John Grady understands horses. 

Arturo (4) —Male servant on the ranch of John Grady's grandfather, he is married to 

Luisa. At the novel's end, Rawhns reports that he has been given a cleaning job 

at the school. 

Barnett, Mary Catherine (24, 27-29)—John Grady's girlfriend who breaks off their 

relationship at the beginning of the novel. 
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Bautista, Faustino (190)—One of two brothers with whom John Grady is imprisoned in 

Prision Castelar. From him, John Grady purchases the knife with which he stabs 

his potential murderer. 

Blair (91, 103)—An employer of vaqueros in San Angelo. John Grady quotes him as 

saying that there is no such thing as a mean colt. 

Blevins, Jimmy (39, 176-178)—Runaway described by the narrator as "about thirteen 

years old." He joins John Grady and Rawlins on their border crossing and 

sojoum in Mexico. His attempts to retrieve his property and his arrest for murder 

result in the incarcerafion of the boys and in his eventual murder by Mexican 

authorities. 

Blevins, Reverend Jimmy (44, 294-299)—Radio evangelist and faith healer sought out 

by John Grady in an attempt to retum the horse possibly stolen by Jimmy Blevins. 

His wife, Dixie, brags that he was "the first one to have you put your hands on the 

radio." 

Blivet (46)—Rawlins asks Blevins if this is his real name, saying that it means "ten 

pounds of shit in a five pound sack." According to The Jargon Dictionary, this 

term indicating an "intractable problem" is "allegedly from a World War II 

military term meaning 'ten pounds of manure in a five-pound bag'" (Raymond). 

Brinkley, Dr. (297)—See "Brinkley, John" in Chapter VI. 

Carlos (128, 143)—Male servant in the household of Don Hector Rocha. 

Charles (287, 290-293)—Ozona judge who questions John Grady and declares him the 

owner of the horses in his possession. 

Cole, John Grady (7)—The main character of All the Pretty Horses and Cities of the 
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Plain, John Grady is sixteen years old at the beginning of All the Pretty Horses. 

The tale of his joumey through Mexico, his imprisonment in Prision Castelar, and 

his love affair with Alejandra form the plot of this novel. John Grady's love affair 

with a Mexican prostitute, as well as his death at the age of nineteen, form the plot 

of Cities of the Plain. 

Cole, Mrs. (8)—John Grady's mother, who is never mentioned by given name. She is 

thirty-six years old at the time of her father's death. Her decision to sell the ranch 

motivates John Grady to set off for Mexico. 

Cole, Thatcher (299)—Character who finds a cleaning job at the school for Arturo; he is 

John Grady's cousin (263, Cities). 

Cole, Wayne (17, 24-26)—John Grady's father and a prisoner-of-war during World War 

II. He is in poor health and poor spirits at the time John Grady leaves for 

Mexico. 

Dixie (290)—Wife of Charles, the judge from Ozona. 

Earl (287)—Cafe owner in Langtry who is identified as a possible buyer for John 

Grady's rifle. 

Emil (288)—Court clerk at John Grady's hearing in Ozona. 

Esteban (139, 250)—Groom whose quarters are across the stable from the quarters of 

John Grady at La Purisima. Alejandra speculates that he may be the person who 

informed Alfonsa of her love affair with John Grady. 

Evaristo, Don (145, 232)—Hector Rocha's padrino. Rocha cites this relafionship when 

accounting for his father's loyalty to Madero. See "Madero, Evaristo" in 

Chapter VI. 
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Franklin (16-18)—Lawyer of John Grady's mother. 

Junior (87, 265)—Rawlins' horse, which is confiscated by the captain in La Encantada 

and retrieved by John Grady before his retum to the United States. 

Lamont (215)—Character, mentioned only once, who sells feed and pockets the money 

with Rawlins in Sterling City, Texas. 

Lucia (124)—Friend of Alejandra's to whom she says she will introduce John Grady in 

their first lengthy conversation, at a dance. 

Luis (110-111)—Old mozo who accompanies John Grady and Rawlins when they gather 

wild horses in the mountains. He speaks to John Grady and the vaqueros of the 

revolution and of horses. 

Luis (173, 177-179, 262)—Charro who kills Blevins and is later seized by John Grady 

and forced to help retrieve the confiscated horses. The captain claims that he is a 

brother to one of the men killed by Blevins. 

Luisa (4, 18)—Female servant on the Grady ranch and wife of Arturo. Her mother, 

Abuela, has been on the ranch since the tum of the century, so it is likely that she 

has lived on the ranch all her life. With Abuela, she cared for John Grady after 

his mother went to Califomia. 

Maria (112, 227)—Servant in the kitchen at La Purisima who feeds John Grady before 

his extended discussion with the Duefia Alfonsa. 

Matilde (229)—Widowed sister of Alfonsa. 

Morales (224)—Old worker at La Purisima whom John Grady encounters briefly on his 

horse ride the day he retums to the hacienda and talks to Alfonsa about Alejandra. 

Orlando (170, 259-260)—Old man who is imprisoned, for reasons he does not 
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understand, with the boys in the Encantada jail. John Grady sets him free on the 

day he retums for the horses. 

Perez, Emilio (184-188)—"Prisoner of means" who lives in a private compound in the 

prison in Saltillo, he offers to help Rawlins and John Grady for a price. His 

servant helps John Grady on the night he is stabbed. 

Rafael, Don (261)—Owner of the hacienda at which the horses claimed by John Grady 

are stabled. 

Ramsey, Julius (92)—Subject of an anecdote discussed by the boys. He is reputed to 

have killed a mountain lion by climbing a tree and, with a stick, knocking it out of 

the tree to the dogs below. 

Raul (179-181, 262)—Captain who questions John Grady and Rawlins when they are 

held in La Encantada jail. When John Grady retums to Encantada to retrieve the 

horses, he abducts the captain and holds him for much of his retum to Texas. 

Rawlins, Lacey (9, 63)—John Grady's best friend who accompanies him to Mexico, 

works with him at La Purisima, and is imprisoned in and released from Prision 

Castelar with him. Rawlins is seventeen years old when the novel opens. 

Redbo (14, 265)—John Grady's horse, which is confiscated by the captain in La 

Encantada and retrieved by John Grady before his retum to the United States. 

Roberta (122)—Boy from La Purisima who accompanies John Grady and Rawlins to the 

grange dance. 

Rocha, Alejandra (94, 248-254)—Seventeen-year-old daughter of Hector Villareal who 

attends school in Mexico City and visits the hacienda periodically. Her love 

affair with John Grady precedes his arrest by Mexican authorities for allegedly 
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abetting Blevins. 

Rocha y Villareal, Don Hector (96, 142-146)—Hacendado of Hacienda de Nuestra 

Seiiora de la Purisima Concepcion. His outrage over John Grady's love affair 

with his daughter, Alejandra, leads to an aborted attempt to murder John Grady 

and the arrest of the boys for their involvement with Blevins. 

Rosco (9)—Horse belonging to John Grady's father. 

Smith (167, 289)—Rawlins' "tme name," according to one Encantada captain. Another 

man by this name is the constable in the Ozona court who is told be certain that 

John Grady's horses are retumed to him. 

Vail (114)—See "Three Bars" in Chapter V. 

Wallace (24)—Rancher for whom John Grady's father suggests he work after the Grady 

ranch is sold. 

Ward, Betty (55)—Girl whose schooldays picture is shot "between the eyes" when 

Blevins shoots Rawlins' wallet. 

Watts, T-Bone (109)—Employee of Rawlins' father who observed that "bavin bad 

breath . . . was bettem no breath at all." 

Index of Place Names 

Place names indexed below include cities, states, landmarks, and locales 

referenced in the novel. Each entry consists of the page number on which the site is first 

mentioned, a description of the site's significance to the novel, relevant historical and 

locational information, and reference to any map on which it is included. Unless 

otherwise noted, distances are stated in highway miles. 
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Acuna (53)—City in Coahuila, Mexico, from which a Mexican rancher, whose family 

shares a meal with John Grady, Rawlins, and Blevins, saw America once "as a 

boy, across the river." It is located directly south of Del Rio, Texas, across the 

intemafional border formed by the Rio Grande (see Figure 2.1). 

Aldama (213)—John Grady and Rawlins stay in a hotel located on this street in Salfillo 

after their release from Prision Castelar. 

Alicia pasture (14)—Area of the Grady ranch ridden by John Grady after a heavy rain 

storm. The origin of the pasture's name is not given, though one might speculate 

that the pasture is named for John Grady's mother, grandmother, or great-

grandmother since the ranch passes through his matemal line. 

Ardmore, Oklahoma (63)—City to which Blevins travels in order to see a "dirty show." 

While there, he works setting pins in a bowling alley and is bitten by a bulldog. 

Located in South Central Oklahoma, Ardmore is thirty miles north of the Red 

River, which forms the Texas-Oklahoma border. 

Austin Street (23)—Street in Robert Lee, Texas. John Grady and his father eat lunch in 

a cafe on this street on the day in March 1950, when they ride together for the 

last time. Austin Street mns roughly southwest to northeast, following the layout 

of the town, on the eastem side of Robert Lee. 

Balcones (19)—John Grady observes the snow powdering the Balcones, the fault line 

and escarpment that is "usually accepted as the boundary between lowland and 

upland Texas" (Kingston 70). Southward- and eastward-facing hills mark the 

boundary, which mns from near Del Rio to just north of Austin. According to 

Kingston, the formation's resemblance to balconies, when viewed from the plains, 
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accounts for its Spanish name. Traveling south on Highway 87, John Grady 

would cross over the fault line in northem Bexar County (see Figure 2.2). 

Batson Field (68)—Oilfield at which Blevins' patemal uncle is killed in 1904 when he is 

blown from a derrick by lightning. A mile north of Batson in southwestem 

Hardin County, Texas, Batson field, which began producing in 1903, is one of 

four "highly prolific piercement-salt-dome fields . . . to establish the basis of the 

Texas oil industry [by giving up] the first Texas Gulf Coast oil" (Smith, "Batson-

Old Oilfield"). 

Bexar County (6)—Created in 1836 from a Spanish municipality and once a colonial 

capital of Texas, Bexar County was named for Duke de Bexar. Its county seat is 

San Antonio. Until 1874, Bexar County was much larger and extended into 

northem Texas to encompass most of the Plains and Panhandle regions; hence, 

McCarthy writes that, in 1866, the first cattle were driven [on the Goodnight-

Loving Trail] through "what was still Bexar County and across the north end of 

the ranch and on to Fort Sumner and Denver." See "1866" in Chapter VI. 

Bolson de Cuatro Cienagas (97)—In the state of Coahuila, this river basin is the 

location of the Hacienda de Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Concepcion (see 

Figure 2.1). 

Boquillas (174)—^Now part of Big Bend Nafional Park, Boquillas is named for the 

Boquillas Canyon, one of three canyons through which the Rio Grande River 

flows in the Big Bend area of Texas. Across the Rio Grande from Boquillas, 

Texas, is Boquillas del Carmen, Mexico. John Grady and the other boys begin 

the first leg of their long joumey toward Saltillo along the unpaved road that mns 
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from Boquillas to Cuatro Cienagas (see Figure 2.1). 

Bracketville, Texas (294)—Town in which John Grady is eating breakfast, on the 

Sunday moming after his court appearance in Ozona, when he hears the Jimmy 

Blevins Gospel Hour on a Del Rio radio station. The county seat of Kinney 

County, Bracketville is located approximately thirty-one miles east of Del Rio and 

105 land miles from Ozona. Bracketville, estabhshed in 1852, served as a supply 

village for nearby Fort Clark. 

Brady, Texas (18)—County seat of McCulloch County, Brady is the destinafion of the 

man with whom John Grady rides on the first leg of his joumey to see his mother 

perform in a play in San Antonio. Signs in and near the city note its proximity to 

the geographical center of Texas. Traveling on Highway 87, Brady is seventy-

eight miles from San Angelo and approximately 140 miles from San Antonio. 

Broadway (22)—John Grady walks up this San Antonio street, which mns north and 

south, to reach the Menger Hotel. The Menger is east of Broadway near 

downtown San Antonio. 

Cactus Drug (28)—Mary Catherine Bamett is coming out of the Cactus Dmg in San 

Angelo when John Grady sees and speaks to her for the last time. No longer in 

existence, the Cactus Dmg was on East Twohig Avenue and the northwest comer 

of South Oakes, in the Cactus Hotel, Conrad Hilton's fourth hotel. 

Calle de Noche Triste (253)—A literal translation is "Street of the Sad Night." 

Alejandra says that it and the "Street of Desire" are "but names for Mexico." A 

street bearing this name, located in Juarez, is mentioned in Cities of the Plain. 

Calle Degollado (256)—Street in Torreon down which John Grady rides. He buys a box 
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of shells at an armeria located on the street after Alejandra rejects him. 

Calle del Deseo (253)—Street in Zacatecas, which translates "Street of Desire." 

Alejandra explains that it is but a name for Mexico. 

Castelar (179)—Street in Saltillo on which the prison is located. 

Cerro de Loreto (253)—Area north of Zacatecas from which, Alejandra tells John 

Grady, soldiers came down to fight with Raiil Madero in 1914. 

Chadbourne Street (7)—Main street that mns north and south through downtown San 

Angelo, it was in 1950 the business route of U. S. Highway 87 through the town. 

Christoval, Texas (14)—City (prounounced "Kris-toe-vuhl") in which the highway 

ridge is flooded weeks after the funeral of John Grady's grandfather. John 

Grady's knowledge of Billy Anson's horses leads Rocha to assume that John 

Grady is from Christoval. Christoval, located fourteen miles south of San Angelo 

in Tom Green County, is the home of William Anson (Beckmann). See Figure 

2.3. 

Coahuila (46)—The Mexican state in which most of the novel's action is set, Coahuila is 

the site of the Hacienda de Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Concepcion ranch (see 

Figure 2.4). 

Coke County (23)—John Grady and his father pass into Coke County on their last ride 

together. Robert Lee is the county seat of Coke County, which is directly north of 

San Angelo and Tom Green County (see Figure 2.5). 

Colonia Roma (238)—Place in which Sara Madero lives as an exile. Alfonsa may be 

referring to an affluent district in downtown Mexico, or to a remote village in the 

Mexican countryside. 

19 



Commerce Street (23)—John Grady and his father enter the town of Robert Lee on 

Commerce Street. One of the town's main commercial streets. Commerce mns 

roughly southwest to northeast through the downtown area. 

Commerce Street bridge (20)—John Grady watches the snow from this bridge in San 

Antonio on the night of his mother's theatrical performance. Commerce Street 

mns east to west through downtown San Antonio. 

Concho River (5)—A tributary of the Colorado River, the Concho River forks into the 

North, Middle, and South Forks just east of San Angelo (see Figure 2.3). 

Cuatro Cienagas (174)— John Grady and Rawlins pass through this city en route from 

Encantada to the Prision Castelar in Saltillo. Translated as "Four Marshes" in 

English, the city of Cuatro Cienagas (also Cuatrocienegas) is located in central 

Coahuila, approximately fifty miles west of Monclova (see Figure 2.1). 

Cullen Cole's shop (27)—John Grady goes to this shop on North Chadboume in San 

Angelo to have a bridlebit repaired. According to Worley 's San Angelo City 

Directory, J 950, the shop was located at 615 N. Chadboume and was known as 

"Cole's Repair Shop." 

Del Rio, Texas (294)—John Grady meets the Reverend Jimmy Blevins in Del Rio, the 

county seat of Val Verde County. Del Rio lies on the Texas/Mexico border 

across from Ciudad Acuna. 

Del Rio radio station (37)—John Grady and Rawlins discuss the strength of the station's 

signal as they ride to Mexico. After John Grady hears Jimmy Blevins' Gospel 

Hour on the radio and travels to Del Rio, Mrs. Blevins explains that the station is 

actually in Mexico. See "Brinkley, John" in Chapter VI. 
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Devil's River (34)—John Grady and Rawlins reach Devil's River, a tributary of the Rio 

Grande, on the second moming of their joumey into Mexico. They would likely 

have crossed the Buckhom Draw of the river in westem Schleicher or eastem 

Crockett County. 

Distrito Federal (126)—Mexico's federal district, composed of Mexico City and its 

suburbs. 

Eagle Cafe (7)—John Grady meets his father at this cafe on Chadboume Street in San 

Angelo some time after his mother's funeral. Though it is possible that this cafe 

existed, no lisfing appears in the 1949 or 1950 Worley's San Angelo City 

Directory. However, the directory indicates that an Eagle Barbershop was located 

on 515 S. Chadboume. 

Edwards Plateau (19)—John Grady observes the snow falling here as he rides to San 

Antonio to see his mother's play. Consisting of the southem extension of the 

South Plains and bordered by the Rio Grande River, Colorado River, and 

Balcones, the Edwards Plateau is an area of "thin, limestone-based soil covered 

with a medium to thick grov^h of cedar, small oak and mesquite with a varying 

growth of prickly pear" (Kingston 73). See Figure 2.2. 

Eighty-seven (19)—John Grady travels this highway to see his mother's play in San 

Antonio. Still extant today, but in great part merged with many interstate 

highways after 1956, U. S. Highway 87 originates approximately forty miles 

south of the Canadian border at Havre, Montana. It enters Texas at Texline, in 

the northwest comer of the Texas panhandle, and bisects the state before 

terminating in the Gulf Coast town of Port Lavaca, Texas. On its southeast 
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joumey, the highway connects San Angelo to San Antonio. 

El Oso (174)—John Grady and Rawlins pass through this pueblo on the way from 

Encantada to Prision Castelar in Saltillo. El Oso is approximately fifty-five miles 

northwest of Monclova (see Figure 2.1). 

Eldorado, Texas (32)—John Grady and Rawlins observe the lights of Eldorado ten or 

fifteen miles to their east on the first night of their joumey into Mexico. The seat 

of Schleicher County, Eldorado serves as a headquarters for area sheep and 

mohair ranches. As of 1999, the town is the site of the only working woolen mill 

in the Southwest. 

Encantada, pueblo of (78)—Confrontafion between the townspeople of Encantada and 

the boys propels much of the action of the novel. The first retrieval of Blevins' 

horse, the murder of citizens by Blevins, a brief imprisonment, and the final 

confrontation over the horses take place in Encantada. Two pueblos called 

Encantada, about seven miles apart, are approximately 45 to 50 miles southeast of 

Boquillas. 

Federal Building (29)—John Grady sees his reflection in the windows of the Federal 

Building in San Angelo, located on East Twohig Avenue and the southwest 

comer of of South Oakes, after his final conversation with Mary Catherine 

Bamett. 

Fort Concho (7)—Established in 1867 and disbanded in Junel889, Fort Concho was 

established along the banks of the Concho River. It was built to protect frontier 

settlements, as well as to patrol and map the region. San Angelo was established 

to meet the needs of the fort's soldiers. The restored fort is now a National 
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Historic Landmark. 

Fort Sumner (6)—See "Fort Sumner, New Mexico" in Chapter HI. 

Fredericksburg, Texas (19)—John Grady passes through Fredericksburg en route to San 

Antonio. The town was settled by German immigrant families, led by John O. 

Meusebach, in 1846 (King). See "Meusebach Survey of the Fisher-Miller 

Grant" in Chapter VI. 

Frontera (220)—Town through which John Grady passes, after his incarceration in 

Prision Castelar, on his way from Sakillo to La Purisima. Frontera is 

approximately four miles northwest of Monclova on the road to San 

Buenaventura 

Goshee (25)—Wayne Cole tells John Grady how he "talked" to John Grady's mother in 

order to encourage himself while he was in Goshee. This is likely a prisoner of 

war camp, though the name does not appear in world atlas indeces, in standard 

encyclopedias, or on intemet websites related to prisoners of war. 

Governor's Palace (249)—John Grady and Alejandra pass by the Govemor's Palace as 

they walk through the streets of Zacatecas. 

Grape Creek (22)—Creek along which John Grady and his father ride on their last ride 

together. A tributary of the North Concho River, Grape Creek meets the Concho 

River a few miles north of San Angelo and extends into southem Coke County 

(see Figure 2.3). 

Hacienda de Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Concepci6n (97)—Translated as the 

"Ranch of Our Lady of the Immaculate Concepfion" and owned by Don Hector 

Rocha y Villareal, La Purisima employs John Grady and Rawlins as cowboys. 
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Hidalgo (255)—City through which John Grady passes after his rejection by Alejandra. 

Hidalgo Street (247)—Street in Zacatecas down which John Grady walks on the night 

before he meets Alejandra. According to the novel, the Plaza de Armas and Reina 

Cristina Hotel are located on Hidalgo. 

highway 90 (42)—Highway crossed by John Grady and Rawlins on the aftemoon of 

their passage into Mexico. Originating in Van Hom, Texas, the highway parallels 

the Rio Grande River from Sanderson to Del Rio before continuing east to New 

Orleans. 

hotel on Beauregard Street (15)—See "St. Angelus" below. 

Huntsville, Texas (292)—The Ozona judge describes his discomfort at sending a boy 

from the county "to the electric chair in Huntsville in nineteen thirty-two." The 

electric chair was used for capital punishment from 1924-1964 at the Texas State 

Prison, located in Huntsville (Texas 135). 

Iraan, Texas (301)—John Grady passes through Iraan, pronounced "Ira-aim," after 

leaving San Angelo a second time. Estabhshed in 1928 as a result of the 

discovery of oil in West Texas, Iraan is the site of Discovery Well A No. 1, or 

Yates 1-A, "one of the largest producing oil wells in North America" (Texas 

Department of Transportation 136). Though this area has historically been "long 

a stopping point for nomadic Indians" (Justice), no documentable evidence is 

available for McCarthy's assertion that, "At that time there were still Indians [sic] 

camped on the westem plains" (301). 

Jardin Independencia (253)—John Grady and Alejandra walk through this garden in 

Zacatecas, where they see a stone angel with one broken wing, on the day that 
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they part. 

Johnson's Run (35)—Area in Crockett County in which John Grady and Rawlins camp 

on the second night of their sojoum into Mexico. Also known as Johnson Draw, 

Johnson Creek, and Johnson Drain, the valley mns through Crockett and Val 

Verde Counfies on a seventy-three mile course "to its mouth on the Devil's River, 

V/i miles southwest of Juno in north central Val Verde County ("Johnson Draw"). 

Kiowa country (5)—Kiowa occupied "a large territory that contained contiguous parts 

Oklahoma, Kansas, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas, where they made their 

last stand" (Terrell 325). They joined Comanches on their raids into Mexico, 

"ranging several hundred miles southward in Mexico as far as Durango" (325). 

Knickerbocker, Texas (163)—Town in which Rawlins lives and the site of the Mexican 

cemetery in which Luisa is buried. Located in southwestem Tom Green County, 

Knickerbocker is about fifteen miles southwest of San Angelo (see Figure 2.3). 

La Bufa (255)—Mountain by which John Grady tries to take his bearings when he is 

leaving Zacatecas. The rocky peak, the largest in Zacatecas, hovers on the town's 

horizon. 

La Encantada (257)—See "Encantada, pueblo o f above. 

La Madrid (221)—Town through which John Grady passes on his way back to La 

Purisima. La Madrid (also Lamadrid) is approximately halfway between San 

Buenaventura and Cuatrocienegas (see Figure 2.1). 

La Purisima—See "Hacienda de Nuestra Senora de la Purisima Concepcion" above. 

La Rosita (257)—Town included on the signpost, in a nameless pueblo, that points the 

direction to various destinations. John Grady chooses, from among these 
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destinations, to retum to Encantada and reclaim the horses. 

La Vega, pueblo of (107)—After receiving their first pay at La Purisima, John Grady 

and Rawlins buy clothing, boots, and gloves in this pueblo that is six miles from 

the hacienda. John Grady later rides through the pueblo on his retum to La 

Purisima. 

Langtry, Texas (40)—When Rawlins confronts Blevins about following him and John 

Grady, Blevins claims that Langtry is his desfinafion. Shortly thereafter, the three 

boys cross the river into Mexico a few miles west of Langtry, and John Grady 

later recrosses into Texas just west of the town. Located on the north bank of the 

Rio Grande River, Langtry is approximately 140 miles SSW of San Angelo and 

sixty miles northwest of Del Rio (see Figure 2.1). 

Linares (181)—City mentioned in the La Encantada captain's anecdote. Linares is 

located about eighty miles southeast of Monterrey in the state of Nuevo Leon. 

Los Picos (283)—Town through which John Grady passes, on his retum to Texas, after 

the release of the Encantada captain. 

Los Pintos (257)—Town included on the signpost, in a nameless pueblo, that points the 

direction to various destinations. John Grady chooses, from among these 

destinations, to retum to Encantada and reclaim the horses. 

Mark Fury ranch (30)—Ranch which John Grady and Rawlins cross early on their trip 

into Mexico. The Mark Fury, a stage stop between San Angelo and Sonora, 

Texas, from 1894 to 1909, is located in southem Tom Green County, 15.4 miles 

north of Eldorado (Campbell). 

Martin Street (20)—Street in San Antonio on which the YMCA is located. John Grady 
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spends the night here after his mother's play. 

McCullough's (22)—John Grady and his father unload their horses at this location near 

San Angelo on the day of their last ride together. 

Menger Hotel (22)—Hotel on Broadway Street in San Antonio where John Grady 

watches his mother pass by on the night after her play. Opened in 1859 by 

German immigrant William Menger, the hotel became "the best-known hotel in 

the Southwesf in the latter part of the nineteenth century. Though it "declined 

during the Great Depression,... in the mid-1940s the building was reconditioned, 

and the more celebrated dining rooms were restored" before John Grady's 

mother's stay in 1950 (Stuck). 

Mexico, state of (124)—Federal District in Mexico in which Alejandra's mother lives. 

Mexico City, the national capital, is located here (see Figure 2.4). 

Monclova (153)—Major city in eastem Coahuila from which the newspaper read on La 

Purisima comes. John Grady passes through the city on his retum to La Purisima 

after his release from Prision Castelar (see Figure 2.1). 

Monterrey (110)— Approximately 135 miles southeast of Monclova, Monterey is the 

capital city of Nuevo Leon (see Figure 2.1). 

Monterey Farm (114)—Horse farm in Paris, Kentucky, at which Rocha's stallion is 

foaled. The horse farm, the birthplace of Quarter Horse legend Three Bars, is 

historical (K. Jones). 

Munoz (160)—City in which, according to his own account of the murders, Blevins 

could have bought shells before retuming to Encantada. 

Nadadores (221)—Town through which John Grady passes on his way back to La 
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Purisima. Nadadores is approximately five miles southwest of San Buenaventura 

on the road to Cuatrocienegas (see Figure 2.1). 

Nuevo Laredo (216)—Destinafion of Rawlins' bus ticket after his release from Prision 

Castelar. Nuevo Laredo is across the border from Laredo, Texas, to which it is 

joined by an intemational toll bridge. In 1950 the cities were joined by the 

Second Intemational Bridge, opened to the public in 1922 and destroyed by the 

second largest flooding of the Rio Grande in Laredo's history in 1954 (Guevara) 

(see Figure 2.1). 

Nuevo Leon (181)—Mexican state located east of Coahuila (see Figure 2.4). 

Ocampo (174)—Pueblo through which John Grady and Rawlins pass on their way to the 

Saltillo prison. Ocampo is located approximately two hundred miles northwest of 

Saltillo (see Figure 2.1). 

old Comanche road (5)—Comanches were a nomadic tribe of Shoshoni Indians who 

settled primarily in Kansas, Colorado, Texas, and New Mexico (Terrell 476). 

Known for their horsemanship, Comanches traveled southward through west 

Texas periodically, conducting raids, and "became the greatest raiders of Spanish 

settlements, extending their forays far into Mexico. In fierce and sudden attacks 

they sacked Indian and white communities alike,. . . [becoming] the terror of the 

Southem Great Plains and adjacent areas for nearly two centuries" (Terrell 321). 

old war trail (5)—See "Old Comanche road" above. 

Ozona, Texas (287)—Town in which John Grady appears in court and defends his claim 

to the horses. The seat of Crockett County, Ozona is the only town in this 3000-

square-mile county. Made up of mgged ranch land, the county produces large 
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quantities of oil and wool. 

Palau (159)—Central Coahuila city in which Blevins works for a German family before 

he retums to Encantada to reclaim his gun and horse. Palau is approximately one 

hundred miles north of Monclova (see Figure 2.1). 

Palmer Feed and Supply (10)—Business advertised on the blotter on a desk belonging 

to John Grady's grandfather. Located on North Chadboume Street, the supply 

store was opened in 1943 by William Lindsey "Bill" Palmer and, as of 1998, was 

still operating under Palmer's sons, Blaine and Vance ("Palmer Feed-Store 

Founder Dies"). Suzanne Campbell of the West Texas Collection, Angelo State 

University, notes that city directories and other sources from the period do not 

indicate the existence of Palmer Feed and Supply until 1953. Campbell suggests 

that the information in the obituary is a misprint, or that the business operated 

under a different name prior to 1953. 

Pandale (35)—City in which Blevins first sees and begins following John Grady and 

Rawlins. Located on the Pecos River in northwestem Val Verde County, Pandale 

is approximately twenty-five miles north of the Rio Grande. A thriving town with 

"a store, a school, a teacherage, and a service station" in 1945, the community had 

a population of twenty as of 1990 (Smith, "Pandale"). 

Pared6n (219)—City near which John Grady passes on his way back to La Purisima 

after his release from prison. Paredon is approximately fifteen miles east of the 

road from Saltillo to Monclova (see Figure 2.1). 

Parras (144)—City in southem Coahuila, west of Saltillo, that is the birthplace and early 

home of the revolutionary Francisco Madero (see Figure 2.1). 
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Pecos River (37)—River through which John Grady passes on his joumey to Mexico and 

on his travels after retuming to San Angelo. A tributary of the Rio Grande, the 

Pecos flows through and irrigates much of eastem New Mexico before joining the 

larger river east of Langtry, Texas. 

Pedernales (20)—Central Texas river over which John Grady passes as he travels to San 

Antonio to see his mother's play. The river flows east through Gillespie, Blanco, 

and Travis Counties before joining Lake Travis north of Austin. Traveling south 

on Highway 87, John Grady would cross the Pedemales River approximately four 

miles south of Fredericksburg. 

Piedras Negras (126)—Border town in which Antonio obtains a factura for the stallion 

before retuming to La Purisima. Piedra Negras is across the border from Eagle 

Pass, Texas, and may be reached by toll bridge (see Figure 2.1). 

Plaza de Armas (247)—Square in Zacatecas through which John Grady and Alejandra 

walk on the day before their final parting. 

Plazuela de Guadalajarita (253)—Square in Zacatecas through which John Grady and 

Alejandra walk on the day of their parting. Alejandra recounts the intertwined 

histories of her family and her country as they walk. 

Prision Castelar (249)—Prison in Saltillo in which John Grady and Rawlins are 

confined. Though I was unable to find specific information on this prison, 

McCarthy's attention to geographic accuracy increases to near certainty the 

probability that this prison exists. 

Pumpville, Texas (42)—Town near which the boys camp the night before crossing into 

Mexico. Pumpville is located two miles north of Highway 90, approximately 
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eight miles north of the Rio Grande, and about twelve miles northwest of Langtry. 

quinta Margarita (223)—Villa at which the Duena Alfonsa is visiting on the day of her 

last meeting with John Grady. 

Reforma (49)—First town reached by the boys after crossing into Mexico. 

Reina Cristina Hotel (247)—Hotel in Zacatecas in which John Grady and Alejandra 

spend the night for the last fime before parting. 

Rio Grande (34)—Originating in southwestem Colorado, the Rio Grande mns 

southward through central New Mexico and forms the southem border between 

Texas and Mexico. Also known as Rio Grande del Norte, Rio San Buenaventura, 

and Rio Bravo, the Rio Grande is the second largest river entirely in or bordering 

the United States, as well as the longest river in Texas (Kingston 84). 

Robert Lee, Texas (23)—Town to which John Grady and his father ride on their last ride 

together. Their conversation about John Grady's mother and the status of the 

ranch takes place at a cafe in Robert Lee. Named for Civil War General Robert E. 

Lee, the town is thirty-one miles north of San Angelo in central Coke County, of 

which it is the county seat. The current population of Robert Lee is 

approximately 1300 (see Figure 2.3). 

Rosario (132, 232)—City in which Duena Alfonsa's quinceanera takes place. Rosario 

is in westem Mexico in the coastal state of Sinaloa (see Figure 2.4). 

Sabinal River (63)—Blevins claims to have come from "Up on the Sabinal River." A 

small, spring-fed river, the Sabinal's entire course is contained in eastem Uvalde 

County. 

St. Angelus Hotel (7)—Hotel in which John Grady's father stays. San Angelo's first 
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major hotel, the St. Angelus was bulk in 1917 and enlarged in 1926. Though it 

was a luxury hotel in its early years, it would have been much diminished by the 

time of Wayne Cole's stay. It was located on the northeast comer of Beauregard 

and Irving until tom down in 1964. 

Saltillo (168)—State capital of Coahuila in which John Grady and Rawlins are 

imprisoned. Saltillo was the capital of the Mexican state of Coahuila and Texas 

from 1824 to 1833 ("Saltillo, Coahuila, Mexico") (see Figure 2.1). 

San Angelo, Texas—City which grew around Fort Concho after its establishment in 

1867. The county seat of Tom Green County, San Angelo is located at the 

junction of the north and middle forks of the Concho River. A ranching center for 

cattle and sheep, it is now the "nation's largest primary wool and mohair market 

and major livestock auction center" (Texas Department of Transportation 189). 

Called "San Angela" or "St. Angela" in early records, the city's name was 

changed to its present form after the government, when petitioned for a post office 

in the town, objected to the inconsistency in gender between the masculine "San" 

and the feminine "Angela" (Bitner 22-23). 

San Antonio, Texas—City to which John Grady travels to see his mother's play. 

Located in south central Texas, San Antonio is significant in Texas history as the 

site of the Alamo and one of the first major cifies in Texas. See "Majestic 

Theater" in Chapter IV. 

San Buenaventura (220)—Town through which John Grady passes on his retum to La 

Purisima. It is located approximately 115 miles north of Saltillo (see Figure 2.1). 

San Guillermo (174)—Pueblo through which the boys pass on the way from Encantada 
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to the Saltillo prison. The text indicates that San Guillermo is between Boquillas, 

which is on the Texas border, and San Miguel, which is approximately thirty-five 

miles south of Boquillas (see Figure 2.1). 

San Jeronimo (257)—Town included on the signpost, in a nameless pueblo, that points 

the direction to various destinations. John Grady chooses, from among these 

destinations, to retum to Encantada and reclaim the horses. 

San Luis Potosi (234)—State, and possibly city, in which Alfonsa loses her finger as a 

girl. South of Coahuila, San Luis Potosi is the name of both the state and its 

capital city (see Figure 2.4). 

San Miguel (174)—Pueblo through which the boys pass on the way to the Saltillo prison. 

It is located approximately thirty-five miles south of the Texas border town of 

Boquillas (see Figure 2.1). 

San Saba (19)—River crossed by John Grady as he travels to San Angelo to see his 

mother's play. The river branches off of the Colorado River in San Saba County 

and flows through central and west Texas before ending southeast of Eldorado in 

Schleiser County. Traveling on Highway 87, John Grady would cross the San 

Saba River north of Camp San Saba in McCulloch County. 

Schoonover road (23)—Road in southem Coke County crossed by John Grady and his 

father on their last ride together. 

Seventh Avenue (23)—Street in Robert Lee, Texas, over which John Grady and his 

father pass on the day of their last ride together. Seventh avenue mns southeast to 

northwest, perpendicular to Commerce Street and Austin Street. 

Sierra de Anteojo (97)—Mountain range in Coahuila that borders the westem edge of 
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La Purisima. 

Sierra de la Encantada (77)—Mountain range in northwestem Coahuila through which 

the boys travel as they enter Mexico, and to which John Grady retums with the 

captured Encantada captain. 

Sierra del Carmen (55)—Mountain range beyond which, the boys are told, there are big 

ranches in fertile terrain. 

Sierra Encantada (272)—See "Sierra de la Encantada" above. 

Sierra Leon (190)—Home of one of the few men in the Prision Castelar who befriends 

John Grady. 

South Concho Street (14)—Street in San Angelo down which John Grady walks after 

being given a saddle by his father. Concho mns east/west through San Angelo's 

downtown. 

Sterling City (215)—In a discussion of morality, Rawlins tells that he and Lamont once 

sold feed to "some Mexicans" in Sterling City and kept the money. Forty-three 

miles northwest of San Angelo, Sterling City is the county seat of Sterling County 

(see Figure 2.3). 

Street of Desire (253)—See "Calle del Deseo" above. 

Tanque el Reves (174)—^Pueblo through which the boys pass en route to the Saltillo 

prison. Approximately thirty miles northwest of Cuatrocienegas, Tanque el 

Reves is between San Miguel and Ocampo (see Figure 2.1). 

Tierra Negra (253)—Area north of Zacatecas from which, Alejandra tells John Grady, 

soldiers came down to fight with Raul Madero in 1914. 

TIahualilo (245)—Town in extreme eastem Durango, approximately forty miles north of 
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Torreon, in which John Grady buys grain for his horse on his joumey from La 

Purisima to Torreon, after speaking with Dueiia Alfonsa for the last time (see 

Figure 2.1). 

Toledo (132)—City in Spain in which the antique portrait of Alfonsa's great-grandfather 

was painted. This reference affirms Rocha's status as part of the aristocratic 

Spanish caste in Mexico. 

Tom Green County (23)—County in which the Grady ranch is located and of which San 

Angelo is the county seat. At one time part of Bexar County, Tom Green County 

was established by an act of the Texas Legislature in 1874 and named for 

Confederate General Tom Green. Since the act did not establish a northem 

boundary, "In area it was magnificent.. . . [and] its territory took in the rest of the 

State not already designated, including the Panhandle-Plains region, a veritable 

No Man's Land" (Miles 4). Over the next few years, sixty-six counties were 

created from the northem reaches of Tom Green County, leaving it with its 

present boundaries. Its economy is based in ranching, oil production, and wool 

production (see Figures 2.3 and 2.5). 

Torreon (175)—City through which the boys pass on the way to the Saltillo prison. John 

Grady later calls Alejandra from an inn in Torreon to ask her to meet him after his 

release from prison and his meeting with Alfonsa. Torreon is in southeastem 

Coahuila, approximately 150 miles southwest of Buenaventura, making John 

Grady's one-day ride unlikely (see Figure 2.1). 

Travis Park (22)—San Antonio park in which John Grady observes half a foot of snow 

on the moming after his mother's play. The park is located in downtown San 
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Antonio and bordered by Travis, Pecan, Jefferson, and Navarro streets. 

Twohig Street (27)—The final conversation between John Grady and Mary Catherine 

Bamett takes place on Twohig (pronounced "Two-ig": silent h) Street, one of San 

Angelo's oldest streets. Dating back to the town's first years, the street was 

named "for a San Antonio banker who lent a lot of money to San Angelo people" 

(Gibson 30). The street mns southeast to northwest through downtown San 

Angelo and is two blocks north of, and parallel to, the north fork of the Concho 

River. 

Two-ninety (19)—The driver with whom John Grady rides the first part of his trip to San 

Antonio caufions him to avoid getfing on U. S. Highway 290 at Fredericksburg, 

lest he mistakenly travel to Austin. 

Tyler, Texas (64)—Blevins recounts to John Grady and Rawlins his joumey to Tyler to 

see a burlesque show, the cancellation of which forces him to travel to Ardmore, 

Oklahoma, in an attempt to see the show there. Located in northeast Texas, Tyler 

is approximately four hundred miles from Uvalde County, Blevins' professed 

home, and approximately 175 miles from Ardmore. 

Uvalde County (63)—Blevins claims that this county in southwest Texas is his home. 

The westem edge of the county is within forty miles of the Mexican border at its 

closest point (see Figure 2.5). 

Uvalde, Texas (53)—The Mexican rancher with whom the boys eat, shortly after 

crossing into Mexico, asks questions about Texas and Uvalde, where his uncle at 

one time lived. The county seat of Uvalde County, Uvalde was first settled in 

1853 and was at one time known as "Encina." Still a retail ranching center, 
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Uvalde is at the intersection of the two longest highways in the United States, 

U. S. Highway 90 and U. S. Highway 83 (Texas Department of Transportation 

209). Uvalde is seventy-one miles from the border city of Del Rio and 

approximately fifty-file miles from the border city of Eagle Pass. 

Vibora (227)—In making conversation with John Grady upon his retum to La Purisima, 

the vaqueros speak of a death in Vibora. 

Victoria Street (216)—John Grady and Rawlins buy clothing at a haberdashery on this 

street in Saltillo after their release from prison. 

Yates Field (301)—John Grady rides by this oilfield near Iraan on his second sojoum out 

of San Angelo. Discovered in October 1926 and located in extreme eastem Pecos 

County, Yates field is "among the most prolific oilfields in the world" (Smith, 

"Yates Oilfield"). According to the Society of Petroleum Evaluation Engineers, 

as of 1997 the site was responsible for about 3.4 percent of Texas cmde oil 

production (Swindell). 

Yucatan (190)—The home state of one of John Grady's fellow prisoners, Yucatan is 

located on the peninsula that forms the southeastem tip of Mexico (see Figure 

2.4). 

Zacatecas (246)—John Grady and Alejandra rendezvous for the last time in this historic 

capital city of the state of Zacatecas. 

Zaragoza (73)—City from which the waxcamp workers encountered by the boys, on the 

day after Blevins loses his horse in a storm, have come. 
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Figure 2.1. Coahuila, Mexico. 

Source: Excerpted from "Coahuila." Tour by Mexico Homepage. Infografix. 9 July 
1998. 9 Apr. 2000 <http://www.tourbymexico.com/coahuila/mapacoah.gif^. 
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N NATURAL REGIONS 
OF TEXAS 

Figure 2.2. Land Formations of Texas. 

Source: Excerpted from Mike Kingston, ed. 1990-91 Texas Almanac and State 
Industrial Guide. Austin: Texas Monthly Press, 1989. 
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Figure 2.3. Tom Green and Surrounding Counties. 

Source: Excerpted from Joe A. Gibson. Old Angelo. San Angelo: Educator Books, 
1971. 
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Figure 2.4. States of Mexico. 

Source: Excerpted from James B. Pick, Edgar W. Butler, and Elizabeth L. Lanzer. Atlas 
of Mexico. Boulder: Westview, 1989. 
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Figure 2.5. Texas Counties. 

Source: Excerpted from Mike Kingston, ed. 1990-91 Texas Almanac and State 
Industrial Guide. Austin: Texas Monthly Press, 1989. 
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CHAPTER III 

THE CROSSING 

Chronology 

This chronology includes dates explicitly expressed in the novel and dates 

calculated using those chronological references that are unambiguously stated. When a 

date can be reasonably estimated but not absolutely verified, it is italicized to indicate 

that it was inferred using specific time references. In cases in which there is not enough 

information to make a reasonable estimate, significant plot elements are listed 

chronologically without any indication of date. References to historical dates that do not 

directly impact the novel's present action are listed chronologically in the section entitled 

"Historical Allusions in the Border Trilogy." Page numbers in parentheses indicate the 

location of the reference within the text. 

1913, late spring—The blind man whom Billy meets in the days after Boyd's shooting 

is blinded by a German Huertista in Durango (275). 

1913, June 18—Upon the siege of Durango by the German Huertistas, the blind man 

begins his northward joumey toward Parral (278). 

1913, June 26—German Huertistas pass through Rodeo "on their way east to Torreon" 

and kill rebel sympathizers (286). 

1913, June 27—The blind man arrives in Rodeo, where he meets the young girl who will 

later become his wife (286-290). 

1931—The Parhams move into Hidalgo County from Grant County, ten years before the 

fateful winter in which Billy crosses the border with the wolf (10). 
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1941, winter 

• Boyd turns fourteen 

• Billy and Boyd take food to an Indian from Mexico who, apparently, is part of 

the party that retums to kill their parents and steal their horses (10-12). 

• Billy attempts to trap the wolf, unsuccessfully, for approximately three weeks. 

• Billy discovers the trapped wolf and begins his joumey, crossing the 

intemational boundary line into Sonora, Mexico, on a Saturday. 

• Billy meets with riders who take the wolf into custody. After waiting all day 

while preparations are made to transport the wolf to a fair, Billy camps for the 

night near a group of gypsies who are also joumeying to the fair (93-103). 

• At this point, Billy and the wolf "had been on the trail six days coming into 

this country" (118). 

• That night, Billy dreams of his father lost in the desert, then rises to see the 

wolf in battle with dogs. He enters the ring to attempt to gain possession of the 

wolf, but is unsuccessful. After the fight, Billy goes to the wolfs cage, shoots 

her to deliver her from pain, and buys the carcass (112-126). 

• At dawn of the next day, Billy buries the wolfs carcass, with the pups in 

utero, near the wall of the Pilares (126-127). 

• Billy and Bird ride the high country "for weeks" (129); during this time an old 

man in El Tigre calls him huerfano, or orphan (134). 

1941, late winter—Billy sleeps the night in Huisiachepic, where he meets the 

caretaker/priest who tells him the extended anecdote of the cmmbling church. 
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the heretic, and the priest. While there, Billy observes that "Spring's comin," and 

the priest tells him to go home (137-159). 

1941, March 2—Keno is sold at aucfion, indicating that the Parhams are probably killed 

in the few days before this date (200). 

1941, after March 2—Billy roams the river country until he sees his father's horse in 

Bacerac, which prompts him to retum to the United States. 

1941, early to mid-March 

• Billy retums to his house and finds it empty, then rides to the SK Bar Ranch, 

where he teams of his parents' murder from Mr. Sanders (163-164). 

• Billy rides into Lordsburg at noon the next day, where he meets with the 

sheriff and picks up Boyd. 

• Billy and Boyd set out for Mexico. 

1941, Spring 

• When they are "seven days into the country," the boys arrive in Bacerac and 

immediately see their horse Keno. After discussing the purchase of Keno 

with a German doctor who has bought him, Billy tells Boyd about the 

conversation and they set off for Casas Grandes (181-184). 

• The boys get no satisfaction from meeting with Gillian who, with his partner, 

Soto, sold Keno (196-202). 

• While joumeying to La Babicora to retrieve the other horses, the boys meet 

with, and later rescue, the young girl who will become Boyd's girl (203-211). 

• The three young people arrive in San Diego, where they meet the Munoz 
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family for the first time and see the traveling opera company (217-231). 

• Boyd's girl leaves to visit her mother in Namiquipa, riding Keno, while Boyd 

and Billy continue south to find the horses (238). 

• The boys see three of the stolen horses, among a larger group of horses, on the 

Boquillas road. After an unsuccessful attempt to retrieve the horses from the 

vaqueros who possess them, the boys follow the vaqueros toward La Babicora 

(241-251). 

• Quijada, the superintendent of the Nahuerichic, retums the horses to the boys 

(252-255). 

• At noon the following day, in Boquillas y Anexas, Billy and Boyd get into a 

confrontation with the vaqueros from Babicora that results in the jefe's 

breaking his back. They escape injury and hide until dark (260-264). 

• Two days after the confrontation in Boquillas y Anexas, the vaqueros ambush 

Billy and Boyd, shooting Boyd. After a retreat on Nino, Billy loads Boyd into 

a tmck with a group of laborers who take him to the Munoz house in San 

Diego (271-274). 

• Billy comes upon an old, blind man and his wife around midnight of the day 

of the chase. The blind man tells him the extended anecdote of his 

involvement in the revolution and of the source and nature of his blindness 

(274-294). 

• After finding a doctor in Casas Grandes to treat Boyd, Billy rides to 

Namiquipa to find Boyd's girl and bring her to the Munoz house. 
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• "In the days to follow," Billy works with the herders while Boyd continues to 

heal (329). 

• Boyd and the girl disappear from San Diego. 

1941, December—After riding the countryside for months without finding Boyd and his 

giri, Billy rides into Casas Grandes and discovers that the doctor has died (331). 

1942, Winter—Billy attempts to enlist in the army in Deming, El Paso, and 

Albuquerque, but is denied because he has a heart murmur (334-341). 

1942, Winter-1943, December—After visiting Mr. Sanders at the SK Bar Ranch, Billy 

drifts through southeastem Arizona and southwestem New Mexico, working at a 

series of ranches. 

1943, February 24—According to his tombstone, this is the date of Boyd's death (389). 

1944, Spring—In this "spring of the third year of the war," Billy works until March in 

Magdalena, then retums to the SK Bar ranch to see Mr. Sanders for the first time 

in two years (350). 

1944, early April—Billy rides back into Mexico, where he has a confrontation with an 

old soldier, Alfonsa, in a bar in Janos. (355) 

1944, May 15—After riding the countryside for weeks and making inquiries about Boyd, 

Billy rides into Casas Grandes and hears the corrido about Boyd (380). 

1944, late May 

• Billy rides the high country in the days to come until he meets with Quijada, 

who tells him of Boyd's death and burial (382) 

• Shortly after he leams of Boyd's death, Billy finds Boyd's grave in the 

cemetery east of San Buenaventura and retrieves his body (388-390). 
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• Billy rides north for two days with Boyd's body, then bandits accost him and 

stab Nino (394). 

• Billy meets with gypsies who are transporting an airplane. They treat Nino, 

and Billy hears the long anecdote of the three histories of the plane (401-414). 

1944, early June—Billy retums to the United States and buries Boyd in the cemetery 

south of Animas. McCarthy writes that the burial takes place on Ash Wednesday 

(421). One of two possibilifies exists. Either McCarthy has taken liberties with 

the sequencing, because Billy's discussion with Quijada is after May 15, 1944, or 

the reader is to assume that nine months pass in the interim between Billy's 

discussion with Quijada and his ride to the cemetery in San Buenaventura. Ash 

Wednesday was on Febmary 23 in 1944, and on Febmary 14 in 1945. 

1944 or 1945, July—Billy drifts through Silver City and nearby towns, and ends up 

spending the night in an abandoned waystation in which he encounters a crippled 

dog (423-425). 

Character Index 

Characters are alphabetized by last name when given, and by first name if last 

name is not provided. If a first name alone is accompanied by a title denoting respect or 

relationship, the entry is alphabetized by name rather than by title. Page numbers, in 

parentheses following the character's name, indicate first appearance and extended 

appearances of the character. For the sake of comprehensiveness, characters mentioned 

only incidentally are included in the guide. Historical characters whose existence can be 

documented are included in the section entitled "Historical Allusions in the Border 
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Trilogy." 

Horses belonging to characters are included; horses that are listed as part of 

pedigree, or in casual reference, are listed in "Cultural Allusions in the Border Trilogy." 

Alfonso (358)—Dmnk veteran of the Mexican Revolution who refiises Billy's offer of a 

drink in the bar in Janos, Mexico. 

Arnulfo, Don (41-47)—Philosophical, bed-ridden wolf trapper who lives slightly south 

of Animas. Billy seeks his advice on trapping the wolf 

Autry, James (345)—Man in a photograph on the wall of Mr. Sanders' house. Members 

of a family named Autry buih fence on the Diamond A Ranch, which surrounds 

Cloverdale, during the time period in which the novel is set (Moore). 

Babbitts (347)—See Hashknives in "Index of Place Names." 

Bailey (168, 271)—One of the horses that is stolen on the night of the murder of Billy's 

parents. The horse is shot and lost while Billy and Boyd are making their retreat 

from the gunmen who shoot Boyd. 

Beto, Don (118)—The man whose deputies, according to the false account of the young 

hacendado at Morelos, encounters Billy at Colonia de Oaxaca as he attempts to 

take the wolf north to the United States. 

Bird (13,273)—Billy's horse, on which he joumeys into Mexico to retum the wolf and, 

later, with Boyd, to retrieve his family's horses. Bird is lost in the chase across 

the plains after Boyd is shot. 

Boruff, Mr. (174)—Rancher who sends his man out to investigate Billy and Boyd's 

presence as they camp on the salt flats fifteen miles west of Lordsburg. 

Chandler, Mr. (342)—Billy's boss at a stable in Deming. 
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Echols (16-19)—Expert trapper from whose cabin traps and bait are borrowed by the 

Parhams as they attempt to trap the she-wolf Mr. Sanders describes Echols as 

"about half wolf hisself (19). The presence of a tank called Echols Tank 

northeast of Cloverdale, and an Echols homestead immediately west of 

Cloverdale, indicates that McCarthy was likely inspired by a historical figure who 

lived in the area. According to the Hidalgo County Appraisal office, the 

homestead is now part of the Cowan Ranch. 

Gaspar (229)—Gypsy from Vera Cmz who is a member of the opera company. He kills 

a mule by attempting to cut off its head with a machete. 

Gasparito (226)—See Gaspar. 

Gilchrist, John (162)—^Border guard in Douglas, Arizona, who loans Billy money to 

buy food upon his first retum from Mexico. 

Gillian, Senor (196-202)—Horse broker at Soto and Gillian, the company which sold the 

stolen horse, Keno, to a doctor in Mexico. He advises Billy and Boyd to abandon 

their search for the stolen horses and retum home. 

Haas (197)—German doctor who purchases from the broker Soto the first stolen horse, 

Keno, retrieved by the boys. 

Jaime (70)—Man who doctors the injured wolf at a ranch near the border, immediately 

before Billy crosses into Mexico for the first time. 

Jaime (228-229)—The opera company clown who murders the primadonna in the play 

each night. 

Jane Ellen (67, 69)—Rancher's wife at the ranch near the border, immediately before 

Billy crosses into Mexico for the first time, who insists on giving the wolf 
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medical attention. 

Julie (65)—Dog which attacks the wolf at the ranch near the border, immediately before 

Billy crosses into Mexico for the first time. 

Keno (181, 319)—The first stolen horse that the boys find in Mexico. Billy observes that 

it is the horse his mother used to ride. Boyd's girl rides it to see her mother in 

Namiquipa, and Boyd and the girl later leave Boquilla on it. 

Langford, Uncle Billy (352)—Mr. Sander's uncle whom he quotes as saying, "It would 

take one hell of a wife to beat no wife at all." 

Lena (403)—One of the group of gypsies who are transporting the airplane to the United 

States. 

Lopez, (Senor) Pedro (247, 384)—Alguacil at La Babicora to whom the one-armed jefe 

directs Boyd and Billy after he confiscates the stolen horses from them. 

According to Quijada, Boyd later kills the brother of Lopez' friend in Galeana. 

Macio (408)—Cousin (primo) of the gypsy storyteller who is nearly swept away by the 

flooded Papigochic River while trying to retrieve a crashed airplane. 

Miller (167, 351)—Mr. Sander's nephew who goes to the Parham home after Boyd 

comes to the ranch frantic. He is later killed while fighfing in the Kwajalein 

Atoll. 

Moir, Dr. (338)—Doctor to whom Billy is sent to obtain a physical as part of his 

enlistment in the army. See "Moir, Dr. J. C." in Chapter VI. 

Munoz woman (217, 299, 370)—Billy, Boyd, and Boyd's giri eat with the Muiioz 

family at the Hacienda de San Diego as they pass through on their search. After 

Boyd is shot, this woman cares for Boyd during his recovery. When Billy seeks 
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to find her on his third joumey into Mexico, he finds the Munoz house 

abandoned. 

Nino (168, 271, 391)—Mr. Parham's horse that is among the horses stolen on the night 

of his murder. Boyd and Billy ride him to escape the gunmen who shoot Boyd. 

He survives being stabbed by bandits as Billy retums, with Boyd's remains, from 

his third joumey into Mexico. 

Oliver (16)—Young man who tracks the she-wolf through the mountains when evidence 

of her presence is first discovered. 

Paramo, senor (315)—Pronunciation of "Parham" used by the doctor's mozo as he 

seeks to retum Niiio. 

Parham, Billy (4)—The older of the Parham brothers, Billy first joumeys into Mexico, 

unaccompanied and at the age of sixteen, to retum a she-wolf to her home. He 

later retums to Mexico with his brother, Boyd, to retrieve his family's horses and 

avenge the death of his parents, who are killed in his absence. On his final 

joumey into Mexico, which occurs when he is twenty, he unearths Boyd's 

remains so that he can retum them to the United States. 

Parham, Boyd (4, 383-385)—The younger of the two Parham brothers, Boyd becomes 

the subject of legend in Mexico after he is shot while attempting to retrieve his 

family's horses and avenge the death of his parents. Fourteen years old at the 

beginning of the novel, Boyd dies at the age of sixteen on Febmary 24, 1943, after 

killing two men in Mexico. 

Parham, Carolyn (338)—Boyd's mother, who is killed by horse thieves during Billy's 

first joumey into Mexico. 
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Parham, Louisa May (338)—Name signed by Billy on the parental consent form for the 

army. It is not his mother's tme name. 

Parham, Margaret (419)—Boyd's twin sister who died when Billy was seven and is 

buried in the cemetery at Fort Sumner, New Mexico. 

Parham, Margarita Evelyn (125, 168-169)—Billy's Mexican grandmother after whom 

his sister is named. Juan Chavez, who maintains permanent funeral home records 

at Chavez Funeral Home, Fort Sumner, New Mexico, states that there is no record 

of burial for a Margaret Paham between 1930 and 1945 at any of the three Fort 

Sumner cemeteries or area community cemeteries. 

Parham, Will (65)—^Billy's father, who is killed by horse thieves during Billy's first 

joumey into Mexico. 

Porfirio (402)—One of the group of gypsies who are transporting the airplane to the 

United States. 

Quijada (252, 383-388)—Superintendent of the Nahuerichic who retums the horses to 

Billy and Boyd. Billy meets him again on his third joumey into Mexico, and 

Quijada tells him of Boyd's years in Mexico. 

Rafael (403, 411)—One of the group of gypsies who are transporting the airplane to the 

United States, Rafael pours medicinal fluids down Nino's throat. 

RL (65)—Worker or family member at the ranch near the border, immediately before 

Billy crosses into Mexico for the first time, who retrieves Bird for Billy. 

Rogelio (226)—Member of the opera company who prohibits Gasparito's cutting off the 

head of the mule. 

Ruiz (342)—Groom at Chandler's stable. 
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Sanders (164, 343, 350)—Proprietor of the SK Bar Ranch who tells Billy of the death of 

his parents. Billy retums to the ranch to talk to Mr. Sanders after his failure to 

enlist in the army and immediately before his last joumey into Mexico. 

Sanders, Leona (164, 351)—Granddaughter of Mr. Sanders who stands by the old man 

as he tells Billy of the death of his parents. On Billy's third visit to the SK Bar 

Ranch, Mr. Sanders tells him that Leona has married and moved to Roswell, New 

Mexico. 

Simmons, Mr. (252)—Owner or manager of the Nahuerichic section of the Babicora 

Ranch, for whom Quijada works. 

Soto (183)—Broker who sells Keno to the German doctor to whom Billy speaks in 

Bacerac. 

Tom (241, 273)—One of the stolen horses retrieved by Billy and Boyd. After Boyd's 

shooting and the chase that ensues, Billy never sees Tom again. 

Tom, Jay (166)—Man who tracks the Parhams' killers. 

Trooper (239, 328)—Parhams' dog whose throat is cut by the horse thieves, leaving him 

mute. He accompanies Boyd and Billy on their joumey into Mexico and stays 

with Boyd throughout his recovery. 

Webster (168)—Family who take Boyd in after the murder of his parents. 

Wirtz (276)—German Huertista who sucks out the blind man's eyes in Durango. 

Index of Place Names 

Place names indexed below include cities, states, landmarks, and locales 

referenced in the novel. Each entry consists of the page number on which the site is first 
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mentioned, a description of the site's significance to the novel, relevant historical and 

locational information, and reference to any map on which it is included. Unless 

otherwise noted, distances are stated in highway miles. 

Acuna (303)—As Billy and the doctor drive from Casas Grandes to San Diego, they 

listen to hillbilly music on a radio stafion "coming out of Acuna on the Texas 

border." A town in Coahuila, Mexico, Acuna is located directly south of Del Rio, 

Texas, across the intemafional border formed by the Rio Grande (see Figure 2.1). 

Agua Prieta (113,178)—On their joumey into Mexico, Billy and Boyd cross into Agua 

Prieta, Sonora, from Douglas, Arizona. The town, which is directly south of 

Douglas, is an intemational port of entry (see Figure 3.1). 

Aja (349)—One of the ranches at which Billy works during the two years between his 

second and third joumeys into Mexico. 

Albuquerque, New Mexico (340)—One of the cities in which Billy attempts to enlist in 

the army. New Mexico's largest city, Albuquerque is the seat of Bemalillo 

County. By highway, Albuquerque is approximately 235 miles from Deming. 

Alameda Street (300)—In a cantina on this street in Casas Grandes, Mexico, Billy asks 

directions to the doctor's home. 

Alamo (331)—One of the Mexican settlements through which Billy passes as he searches 

for Boyd and his girl after their disappearance. 

Altar River (143)—River on which, according to the Huisiachepic priest, the town of 

Caborca, Sonora, is situated. Caborca is actually "located at a bend of the Rio 

Concepcion" (Tumacdcori National Historical Park Website), which feeds into 

the Ahar River approximately fifteen miles east of Caborca (see Figure 3.1). 
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Animas (41,165)—Billy travels to this town in Hidalgo County to meet Don Amulfo and 

ask his advice on trapping; later, he travels through Animas on the way to 

Lordsburg to question the sheriff Animas is approximately thirty-eight miles 

north of Cloverdale, to which it is now connected by a gravel and asphalt road 

that passes through the present-day Gray Ranch (see Figure 3.2). 

Animas Peaks (4, 421)—As a boy, Billy observes wolves harrying antelope in the valley 

under these peaks which bisect southem Hidalgo County. Located northwest of 

Cloverdale, the Animas Mountains form the southernmost portion of the 

Continental Divide in the United States (see Figure 3.2). 

Animas Plain (163)—Billy looks out on this plain as he comes down the eastem side of 

the pass from the Guadalupe Mountains after his first joumey into Mexico. The 

Animas Valley opens out into the broad, flat Animas Plain at its southem 

extreme. This plain is east of Cloverdale and stretches south to the Chihuahuan 

border (see Figure 3.2). 

Animas Valley (421)—Billy travels across the Animas Valley, with Boyd's remains, on 

the day before he inters the body in the cemetery at Animas. The valley 

surrounds the Animas Creek on its course between the Peloncillo Mountains to 

the west and the Animas Mountains to the east (see Figure 3.2). 

Apache Pass (176-177)—Boyd and Billy travel through Apache Pass, on the third day of 

their joumey into Mexico, as they follow "the old road south through the Dos 

Cabezas Range." Located approximately fifteen miles east of Willcox, Arizona, 

in northeastem Cochise County, Apache Pass is situated between the Dos Cabezas 

and Chiricahua Mountains. With an elevation of 5,115 feet, the pass is on the 
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nineteenth century immigrant road to Califomia. 

Ascencion (86, 355)—The woman whom Billy meets on his first joumey into Mexico 

tells of seeing a priest shot in Ascencion. Later, Billy remembers accompanying 

his father into Mexico, at the age of thirteen, to take delivery of a herd of cattle 

from cowboys "rawhiding the back acres of an abandoned ranch in the mountains 

to the west of Ascension." The town is located approximately thirty-six miles 

from the southeastem tip of the New Mexico bootheel in northwestem Chihuahua 

(see Figure 3.3). 

Babicora (221)—See "La Babicora" below. 

Bacanora (409)—One of the cities through which the gypsies pass after spending nine 

days trapped in the Papigochic River gorge. 

Bacerac (159-160, 181)—Mexican town in which Billy first sees his father's horse, and 

to which he and Boyd retum to find its new owner. Bacerac is located in 

northeastem Sonora, approximately sixty miles due south of Cloverdale (see 

Figure 3.1). 

Bachiniva (381)—Pueblo mentioned in the corrido sung by a giri outside the Camino 

Recto Hotel in Casas Grandes. It is located approximately sixty-five miles 

west/northwest of Chihuahua City, almost due south of Babicora (see Figure 3.3). 

Batopite (144)—Destinafion of the traveler whose son is killed, in the Huisiachepic 

priest's tale, by an earthquake. 

Batopito River (107)—The hacienda south of Colonia Morelos is located on the plain 

between this river and the San Diego Mountains, for which the hacienda is 

named. 
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Bavispe (145, 161)—Mexican city in which the son of the heretic, in the Huisiachepic 

priest's tale, is killed in an earthquake; Billy rides through the city the moming 

after he hears the tale. The city is located in northeastem Sonora, approximately 

six miles north of Bacerac and approximately 140 miles southeast of Douglas, 

Arizona (see Figure 3.1). 

Bavispe River (25, 326)—River crossed by the wolf on her passage into New Mexico. 

Later, while accompanying Boyd's girl back to San Diego to meet Boyd, Billy 

dreams of "the castaway bow floating on the cold waters of the Bavispe like a 

dead serpent." The Bavispe River mns roughly parallel to the Sierra de la 

Madera, through northeastem Sonora. 

Berendo, Mexico (355)—Town at which Billy passes through Mexican customs on his 

third joumey into Mexico. Called "El Berrendo" on U. S. Department of the 

Interior, Bureau of Land Management maps, it is located approximately two miles 

southwest of Antelope Wells, New Mexico (see Figure 3.2). 

Black Point (26)—Peak near which the wolf detects the scent of another wolf, apparently 

the scent used by Billy and his father to bait wolf traps. Though there is a more 

prominent peak known as Black Point twelve miles northeast of Silver City 

in Grant County, McCarthy is obviously referring to a smaller peak of the same 

name, at an elevation of 6467 feet, situated west of the Animas Valley and 

approximately three miles north of Cloverdale (see Figure 3.2). 

Black Range (422)—Mountain range through which Billy rides in the days after he 

buries Boyd. The range, much of which lies within the Gila National Forest, 

extends north-south through southwestem New Mexico, due north of Deming. 
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The Continental Divide mns along the northem part of the range (see Figure 3.2). 

Boquilla (241,370)—See "La Boquilla" below. 

Boquillas y Anexas (256)—See "La Boquilla" below. 

Bowie, Arizona (176)— Billy and Boyd cross the highway east of Bowie as they pass 

through Arizona on their joumey into Mexico. Bowie is in Cochise County, 

approximately thirty-five miles west of Lordsburg, New Mexico. Named for the 

old fort nearby, the settlement was originally called Tres CeboUas (Bames). 

Buenaventura (331, 389)—Town through which Billy passes as he searches for Boyd 

and his girl, and near which Boyd is later buried. Buenaventura is located 

approximately 120 miles due south of Columbus, New Mexico, in northwestem 

Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Bullard Street (349)—Street in Silver City on which is located a feed store that Billy 

cannot enter because it is closed for Christmas Day, 1943. One of two main 

downtown commercial streets dating back to the town's early history, Bullard 

mns north/south through downtown. 

Caballera Canyon (91)—Canyon through which Billy passes on the fourth day of his 

joumey into Mexico with the wolf 

Caborca (143)—Town in which the parents of the herefic, in the Huisiachepic priest's 

tale, are killed in a church while defending themselves from American invaders. 

The town is located in northwestem Sonora (see Figure 3.1). 

Cajon Bonita (84)—Small canyon along which Billy rides with the wolf on his joumey 

south into Mexico. It is over the border due south of Columbus, New Mexico. 

Camino Recto Hotel (380-381)—Hotel in Casas Grandes at which Billy is staying when 
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he hears the corrido of "the guerito and his novia." 

Carretas Plain (135)—At one point during his wanderings through the high country 

after he buries the wolf, Billy looks out over the Carretas Plain to his east. 

Carrizozos (422)—Ranch at which Billy works during his wandering in the time after 

he buries Boyd. 

Casas Grandes (113, 183, 300)—Town in northem Chihuahua in which are located the 

horse broker who sold the Parhams' stolen horses and the doctor who treats Boyd 

after he is shot. Casas Grandes is located approximately ninety miles southeast of 

Cloverdale in northwestem Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Casas Grandes River (193)—River over which Billy and Boyd pass as they travel 

through Colonia Juarez. 

Charcas, Las (43, 69)—Specific location near Cloverdale at which the Parhams live. 

Charca is the Spanish word for pool. No reference to this place name appears on 

Bureau of Land Management topographical maps of the area, and local sources 

are unable to identify the reference (Brown, Moore). It is likely that McCarthy 

fictionalized this site, which the text indicates is slightly north of Cloverdale (see 

Figure 3.2). 

Chichimeca (135, 194)—"Ancient mud city" through which Billy passes in his 

wandering after burying the wolf, and to which he retums as he and Boyd travel 

to Casas Grandes. 

Chihuahua (92, 290)—As he travels, Billy observes the plains, geographic formations, 

and cities of this interior Mexican state that borders New Mexico and west Texas 

and serves as the setting for much of the novel's action. In his anecdote, the blind 
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man mentions an experience he has in the alameda in Chihuahua, the capital city 

that shares the name of the state (see Figure 2.4). 

Cienega Springs (60)—The rancher with whom Billy eats, immediately before crossing 

into Mexico, remembers the howls of wolves when he and his fellow cowboys 

would drive cattle up the valley from this site. The spring is located about 3.4 

miles south of Taylor Draw and approximately six miles east of the eastem edge 

of Clanton draw (Brown). 

Ciudad Juarez (353)—City from which the radio station playing in Mr. Sanders' kitchen 

is broadcasting. Ciudad Juarez, the sister city of El Paso, Texas, is located in 

northem Chihuahua. See "Juarez" in Chapter IV (see also Figure 3.3). 

Clanton Draw (25)—The wolf passes through Clanton Draw as she roams through 

southwestem New Mexico. Located in extreme southwestem Hidalgo County, 

approximately eight miles north of Cloverdale on the eastem slope of the 

Peloncillo Mountains, the draw is named for the Clanton Brothers, horse thieves 

from Tombstone, Arizona (Brown) (see Figure 3.2). 

Cloverdale, New Mexico (62)—Community in southwestem Hidalgo County near which 

the Parham home is located. Approximately five miles east of the Arizona border 

and five miles north of the border of Sonora, Mexico, Cloverdale dates to about 

1895, when a small store was established on the site to supply area homesteaders 

and people at the Diamond A Ranch. In 1943 the Cloverdale post office, which 

was opened in 1913, was closed due to a dwindling populafion; the Cloverdale 

School, which opened in 1908, was closed in 1950 (Hilliard 123-125) (see Figure 

3.2). 
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Cloverdale Creek (23, 28)—Creek along which Billy and his father track the wolf The 

creek flows between the Peloncillo and Guadalupe Mountains, from northwest of 

Cloverdale to southeast of the settlement (see Figure 3.2). 

Cloverdale Draw, Cloverdale Valley (32)—The wolf kills a two-year-old calf in this 

area through which Cloverdale Creek passes. 

Cochise County, Arizona (25)—County adjacent to Hidalgo County, New Mexico, into 

which the wolf roams and through which Boyd and Billy pass on their joumey 

into Mexico. The county, the seat of which is Bisbee, is bounded by New Mexico 

to its east and Sonora to its south. 

Columbus, New Mexico (333)—Billy crosses into the United States, after his second 

joumey into Mexico, at the Columbus port of entry. Located approximately thirty 

miles south of Deming, in Luna County, Columbus is three miles north of Las 

Palomas, Chihuahua, Mexico. See "Villa, Pancho" in Chapter VI and Figure 

3.2. 

Corralitos (394)—Pueblo "half abandoned, half in mins," one hour north of which Billy 

is accosted by bandits as he transports Boyd's remains. Corralitos is 

approximately thirty-five miles north of Casas Grandes (see Figure 3.3). 

Cuauhtemoc (331, 418)—Billy rides "as far south" as this town as he searches for Boyd 

and his girl; later, when he meets a fellow American traveller as he transports 

Boyd's remains, the traveller tells of being shot in the head in Cuauhtemoc. The 

town is approximately one hundred miles south/southeast of Buenaventura (see 

Figure 3.3). 

De Baca County, New Mexico (419)—Home of Billy's mother and grandmother, and 
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burial place of Boyd's twin, Margaret. De Baca County, formed in 1917, is 

located in eastem New Mexico, and its county seat. Fort Sumner, is the burial 

place of Billy the Kid (see Figure 3.4). 

Deming, New Mexico (333)—Billy stays and works in Deming in the weeks after his 

return from his second joumey into Mexico. The seat of Luna County, Deming 

was estabhshed in 1881 at the juncfion of the Santa Fe and Southem Pacific 

railroad tracks and is home to a U. S. Customs House dafing to the 1880's ( M. 

Jones) (see Figure 3.2). 

Divisaderos (409)—After spending nine days trapped in the Papigochic River gorge, the 

gypsies ride to safety in a tmck coming down the road from this town. 

Dog Springs (420)—Billy crosses into the United States for the third time, with Boyd's 

remains, west of this site. This is likely near the Dog Mountains, which are ten 

miles due east of Antelope Wells (see Figure 3.2). 

Dos Cabezas range (176)—Billy and Boyd travel through the Dos Cabezas Range on the 

second and third days of their joumey into Mexico. About fifteen miles east of 

Willcox in Cochise County, Arizona, the Dos Cabezas Mountains, which reach 

8,370 feet at their highest point, are separated from the Chiricahua Mountains by 

Apache Pass. 

Douglas, Arizona (162,178)—Billy crosses the border into the Umted States at Douglas 

after his first joumey into Mexico, and he retums to Douglas as he crosses into 

Mexico with Boyd on the joumey to retrieve the family's horses and avenge the 

death of their parents. Douglas, which grew around a copper smelting plant that 

has since been abandoned, is now a ranching center and border station. Located 
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in extreme southeastem Arizona, in Cochise County, the town is directly north of 

its Mexican sister city, Agua Prieta, in the state of Sonora. 

Duncan, Arizona (422)—One of the villages through which Billy rides in the days after 

he buries Boyd. Duncan is located on the Gila River in Greenlee County, thirty-

five miles northwest of Lordsburg, New Mexico. 

Durango (229, 276, 402)—One of a number of cities listed by the primadonna as she 

complains that it is a test of the actors' endurance to enact jealousy in city after 

city, and the city (or state) from which the airplane-transporting gypsies come. 

Durango is also the city in which the soldier is blinded by Wirtz. The state of 

Durango is south of Chihuahua, and its capital city, of the same name, is in the 

south-central part of the state (see Figure 2.4). 

El Paso, Texas (339)—One of the three cities in which Billy attempts to enlist in the 

army. El Paso, an approximately one-hundred mile drive from Deming, is located 

at the westem tip of Texas, forty-four miles southeast of Las Cmces. See "El 

Paso, Texas" in Chapter IV. 

El Tigre (130)—Mining town in which Billy meets, as he roams the high country in the 

weeks after he buries the wolf, an old woman who feeds him and an old man who 

first calls him an orphan. There is an El Tigre located in extreme southem 

Chihuahua, but it is unlikely that this is the town to which McCarthy refers. 

Elfrida, Arizona (178)— Billy and Boyd travel through the Elfrida on the fourth day of 

their joumey into Mexico. The town is located about twenty-five miles north of 

the border station at Douglas in Cochise County. 
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Fitzpatrick Wells (20)—Billy and his father cross the "old road to Fitzpatrick Wells" as 

they track the wolf The reference is likely to a well on the Fitzpatrick Ranch. 

The ranch bears the name of Francis W. Fitzpatrick, who homesteaded the land in 

1892 (Hilliard 26). The ranch is located approximately four miles east and 

slightly south of Cloverdale, and a road mns from west of Cloverdale to the 

Fitzpatrick Ranch. 

Flores Mag6n (418)—Town near the ranch from which the decrepit airplane was 

transported, according to the American traveller whom Billy meets as Nino heals. 

Flores Magon is located in central Chihuahua, approximately thirty miles 

east/northeast of Buenaventura (see Figure 3.3). 

Florida Mountains (334)—Billy rides through the foothills of the Florida Mountains as 

he retums to the United States after his second joumey into Mexico. The Florida 

Mountains extend north-south through eastem Luna County, southeast of 

Deming, New Mexico. At 7,295 feet, Florida Peak is the prominent peak in this 

small mountain range (see Figure 3.2). 

Fort Bliss (336)—A sergeant at the recmiting office in Deming, New Mexico, tells an 

enlistee that he should "tell em when [he gets] to Fort Bliss" that he wants to be in 

the cavalry. This U. S. Army post is located in extreme west Texas and southem 

New Mexico. See "Fort Bliss" in Chapter IV. 

Fort Sumner, New Mexico (419)—Town to which Billy travels in an unsuccessful 

attempt to find the grave of his sister, Boyd's twin. The seat of De Baca County, 

Fort Sumner is situated on the Pecos River, and Billy the Kid is buried in its 

cemetery (Cohen). The city was named for the military fort, open from 1862-
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1868, around the remains of which it grew. The site of the city moved slightly 

south in the early years of its history as a resuh of the coming of the railroad and 

the deterioration of the fort (Julyan). 

Foster Draw (15)—Area in which the first evidence of a she-wolf, a killed calf, is 

discovered. Foster Draw is approximately six miles north of Cloverdale and two 

miles south of Clanton Draw (see Figure 3.2). 

Galeana (331, 384)—One of the pueblos through which Billy passes as he searches for 

Boyd and his girl. Later, Quijada tells Billy that Boyd shot two men in this 

pueblo. Galeana is located approximately twenty-seven miles southeast of Casas 

Grandes in Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Gallego (388)—Billy takes the old road linking Buenaventura to this town to find the 

cemetery east of Buenaventura. Gallego is approximately sixty miles east of 

Buenaventura. 

Gillespie Mountain (343)—Mountain on which Billy observes snow as he travels from 

Deming to the SK Bar Ranch after failing to enlist in the army. The peak is 

located just east of the Continental Divide, at the northem end of the Animas 

Mountains, approximately thirty miles northeast of Cloverdale (see Figure 3.2). 

Glenwood (422)— One of the towns through which Billy drifts after his third joumey 

into Mexico. The village of Glenwood is located sixty-four miles NNW of Silver 

City, New Mexico, eight miles from the Arizona border on the San Francisco 

River. 

Government Draw (60)— The rancher with whom Billy eats, immediately before 

crossing into Mexico, remembers the howls of wolves when he and his fellow 
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cowboys would drive cattle up from Cienega Springs and camp in this draw. 

Grant County, New Mexico (4)—County out of which the Parhams move when Boyd is 

four years old. Much of the county, the county seat of which is Silver City, lies 

north of Hidalgo and Luna Counties. However, a central portion of the county 

extends for more than sixty miles between Hidalgo and Luna Counties. This 

irregular apportioning of land is the result of Grant County's insistence, when 

Hidalgo County was formed in 1919, on retaining income from, and access to, 

Southem Pacific tracks that mn through the southem part of the county (M. 

Jones) (see Figure 3.4). 

GS's (422)— Ranch at which Billy works during his wandering in the time after he 

buries Boyd. 

Guadalupes (23)—Billy passes through this mountain range often as he travels the area 

around Cloverdale. Located in extreme southwestem Hidalgo County, this small 

range mns east to west a few miles southwest of Cloverdale and should not be 

confused with the much larger range of the same name in southeastem New 

Mexico and far west Texas (see Figure 3.2). 

Guzman (394)—Billy crosses the road "coming down from Guzman and Sabinal" as he 

transports Boyd's body north. Guzman is approximately thirty-eight miles east of 

the extreme southeast tip of the New Mexico Bootheel and ninety miles north of 

Buenaventura in northwestem Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Hachita, New Mexico (342, 421)—Billy crosses the road to Hachita as he travels from 

Deming to the SK Bar Ranch after failing to enlist in the army, and he travels 

through Hachita on his joumey to bury Boyd's remains. Hachita is located in 
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Grant County, in the desert area northeast of the Little Hatchet Mountains. It is 

38 miles WSW of Deming, approximately forty miles northeast of Cloverdale, 

and twelve miles northwest of the Chihuahuan border (see Figure 3.2). 

Hashknives (346-347)—Former name of the ranch in Arizona for which Billy works 

after failing to enlist in the army. Established in Taylor County, Texas, in 1875, 

the ranch grew in land and cattle over the next ten years. In 1885 it was sold to 

the Aztec Land and Cattle Company, which was headquartered between Holbrook 

and Flagstaff, Arizona. The Babbitt brothers of Flagstaff, Arizona, bought the 

ranch in 1901. The cowboys who ran the cattle were known as the "Hashknife 

Outfit" and were "immortalized in the novels of Zane Grey" (Anderson). See also 

"Little Colorado River" below. 

Hermanas, New Mexico (342, 421)—Billy crosses the road to Hermanas as he travels 

from Deming to the SK Bar Ranch after failing to enlist in the army, and he 

travels through Hermanas on his joumey to bury Boyd's remains. The settlement 

of Hermanas is located in southwestem Luna County, approximately thirty-two 

miles southwest of Deming and five miles north of the Chihuahuan border. The 

settlement, founded in 1879 and named for the Tres Hermanas Mountains, never 

exceeded 150 inhabitants and has no inhabitants at present (Julyan) (see Figure 

3.2). 

Hidalgo County, New Mexico (4)—County into which the Parhams move when Boyd is 

four years old. McCarthy writes that the county "was itself little older than the 

child." Located in extreme southwestem New Mexico and bounded by Arizona, 

Sonora, and Chihuahua, Hidalgo County was established in 1919. It is 
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approximately 3600 square miles, measuring one hundred miles north to south 

and fifty miles wide in the south. Hidalgo County, the seat of which is 

Lordsburg, is named for the "patriot priest, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, who in 

1810 led the revoh that resulted in Mexico's independence. He has been called 

Mexico's George Washington" (Julyan). See Figure 3.4 and "Independence 

Day, Mexican" in Chapter VI. 

Hog Canyon (34, 38)—Area through which Billy tracks the wolf No reference to this 

place name appears on Bureau of Land Management topographical maps of the 

area, and local sources are unable to identify the reference (Brown, Moore). 

Hog Canyon Springs (25)—Area through which the wolf roams after crossing into New 

Mexico. No reference to this place name appears on Bureau of Land Management 

topographical maps of the area, and local sources are unable to identify the 

reference (Brown, Moore). 

Huisiachepic (143)—Town in which Billy meets the priest and hears the anecdote of the 

cmmbling church. 

Ibanez pasture (15)—Pasture through which Billy and Boyd ride, before leaming of the 

wolf, as they check on cattle. No reference to this place name appears on Bureau 

of Land Management topographical maps of the area, and local sources are unable 

to identify the reference (Brown, Moore). It is likely that McCarthy fictionalized 

this site, which the text indicates is part of the Parham ranch. 

Ignacio Zaragosa (373, 384)—City in which, according to mmor that is later dispelled 

by Quijada, Boyd and his girl were killed. Ignacio Zaragoza is located on the 
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Piedras Verdes River in north central Chihuahua, twenty-five miles west of 

Nuevo Casas Grandes (see Figure 3.3). 

Janos (355)—Town in which, as he begins his third joumey into Mexico, Billy is 

confronted by an old, Mexican patriot in a bar. Janos is sixty miles southeast of 

Cloverdale, New Mexico, in northwestem Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Juan Ceballos (279)—Town through which the blinded soldier passes on the third day of 

his northward joumey from Durango. 

Juarez, Colonia (193)—Mormon settiement through which Billy and Boyd pass on the 

road to Casas Grandes. Estabhshed in December 1885, Colonia Juarez is located 

on the Piedras Verdes River approximately thirteen miles southwest of Casas 

Grandes. Prospects for the survival of the settlement were poor until an 

earthquake hit the region on May 7, 1887, increasing the water supply in the 

Piedras Verdes. The earthquake is undoubtedly the one described in the 

Huisiachepic priest's tale. The populafion of the village was 750 at the tum of the 

century (Whetten 11-12). See Figure 3.3 and "Mormons" in Chapter V. 

La Babicora (200, 241)—Mexican ranch, supposedly owned by "a senor Hearst," which 

sold Keno at auction. The Babicora Ranch was among the holdings of George 

Hearst, father of William Randolph Hearst. Upon his father's death, the 

younger Hearst inherited the ranch, which he owned until 1955. At that time he 

sold the ranch to the Mexican government (Hilliard 57). Though some accounts 

claim the ranch was 3.4 million acres in size (Hilliard 47), the Hearst Castle 

Preservation Foundation estimates its size as one million acres. 
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La Boquilla (241, 261-263, 370)—Town toward which Billy and Boyd are traveling 

when they first encounter the vaqueros from La Babicora looseherding their 

father's horses, and in which the jefe's back is broken in a fall from his horse after 

it is spooked by Billy. Billy later passes through the town as he searches for Boyd 

and his girl. La Boquilla is approximately sixty miles southwest of Buenaventura 

and five miles southeast of Nahuerachic in westem Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

La Nortena (234, 331)— Billy rides "as far wesf as this town, which is likely in eastem 

Sonora, as he searches for Boyd and his girl. 

La Pinta (319)—Pueblo through which Billy passes as he rides to meet Boyd's girl in 

Namiquipa. La Pinta is approximately twenty miles west and slightly south of 

Namiquipa, on the road between Buenaventura and Santa Ana de Babicora (see 

Figure 3.3). 

La Purisima Concepcion de Nuestra Senora de Caborca (149)—Church in Caborca 

which is partially destroyed by the flooding of the river. The priest's heretic goes 

here seeking the thumbprint of God, begins his heretical rants, and eventually dies 

in the church. Located at a bend of the Rio Concepcion, the church sustained 

damage caused by flooding beginning in 1890. Rooms collapsed in 1890, 1899, 

and 1915. "The sanctuary with its main ahar was taken out in 1917" {Tumacdcori 

National Historical Park Website). 

Las Ramadas (186)—One of two cities through which Billy and Boyd are directed to 

pass when they ask directions from Bacerac to Casas Grandes (see Figure 3.3). 

Las Varas (220-221, 239)—Pueblo in which Billy and Boyd eat for the first time in two 

days after seeing the opera company in San Diego and sending Boyd's girl to 
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Namiquipa on Keno. 

Las Varitas (322)—Town from which the "gerente" whose back is broken by the fall 

from his horse is said to have come. 

Little Colorado River (346)—Billy works for the Hashknife Ranch at an isolated 

linecamp on this river after retuming from his second joumey into Mexico. The 

river, 315 miles long and situated mostly in Arizona, rises in southeast Apache 

County and flows generally northwest into the Colorado River in the Grand 

Canyon, seventy miles north of Flagstaff In the introduction to her book 

Hashknife Cowboy: Recollection of Mack Hughes, Stella Hughes writes that the 

Hashknife's "newly formed ranch headquarters was a cluster of adobe buildings 

south of Joseph City on the Little Colorado River." 

Little Hatchet Mountains (342)—Billy passes through the foothills of this range in 

southeastem Hidalgo County as he travels from Deming to the SK Bar Ranch 

after failing to enlist in the army. This small chain, of approximately ten miles in 

length, mns north to south about ten miles southwest of Hachita. The range is 

separated from the Big Hatchet Mountains by Hatchet Gap (see Figure 3.2). 

Lordsburg, New Mexico (165, 422)—Town in which Boyd is living after the death of 

his parents and to which Billy is directed to go on the day after he buries Boyd. 

The seat of Hidalgo County, Lordsburg is twenty miles east of the Arizona border 

and approximately sixty-five miles north and slightly east of Cloverdale (see 

Figure 3.2). 

Los Horcones (186)— One of two cities through which Billy and Boyd are directed to 

pass when they ask directions from Bacerac to Casas Grandes. 
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Madera (375, 406)—Town in which Billy encounters the wagon that once belonged to 

the opera company in San Diego, repainted and being used for a buriesque display 

in a fair. The town is also the city in which the gypsies contract to recover the 

plane, and to which they retum after spending nine days trapped in the Papigochic 

River gorge. Madera is located approximately 160 miles SSE of Cloverdale, New 

Mexico, and 125 miles WNW of the city of Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Magdalena, New Mexico (349-350)—In the period between his second and third 

joumeys into Mexico, Billy works at a small ranch near this town in Socorro 

County. Founded in 1884, Magdalena is northwest of the Magdalena Mountains 

and twenty-seven miles WNW of Socorro. The Very Large Array (V.L.A.) 

radiotelescope facility and the Alamo Bend Navajo Tribe are nearby. 

Manhattan Cafe (337)—Billy ties his horse in front of this cafe "cattycomer from the 

bus station" in Deming, New Mexico. The Manhattan Cafe, 123 South Gold 

Avenue, was opposite the Central Cafe, out of which the bus lines operated. The 

cafe, no longer in existence, opened in the late 1930's (Roman). 

Martel's (35)—Shop at which Mr. Parham is planning to buy a new saddle for Billy. 

Silver City phone books from 1937 and 1947 indicate no record of a Martel's in 

the town in those years (Berry). Long-time residents of Hidalgo County have no 

recollection of a business by that name in Lordsburg or Cloverdale (Hill, Moore). 

Mata Ortiz (220, 296)—Pueblo in which Billy asks about Boyd after Boyd is shot and 

transported to San Diego. Two towns bearing that name are south of San Diego. 

One is approximately seven miles south; the other is approximately fifteen miles 

south (see Figure 3.3). 
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Matadors (350)—One of the ranches at which Billy works after he drifts into the Texas 

panhandle between his second and third joumeys into Mexico. 

McAllen, Texas (418)—Town in which the American traveller, whom Billy meets while 

Nino is recuperating, has "knocked up a giri." McAllen is located in the Rio 

Grande Valley, in the southernmost part of Texas, approximately eighty miles 

west of the point at which the Rio Grande spills into the Gulf of Mexico. 

McNeal, Arizona (178)—Town through which Boyd and Billy pass on their joumey into 

Mexico. McNeal is located approximately twenty miles north of the border 

station at Douglas. 

Mesa Tres Rios (406)—The gypsy Rafael tells of the plan to ferry the plane "carcass and 

wings and stmts all down to the bridge on the Mesa Tres Rios road." The town is 

located near the Chihuahuan border in eastem Sonora (see Figure 3.1). 

Monclova (229)—One of a number of cities listed by the primadonna as she complains 

that it is a test of the actors' endurance to enact jealousy in city after city. 

Monclova is located in central Coahuila, about two hundred miles south of 

Langtry, Texas (see Figure 2.1). 

Monterrey (229)—One of a number of cities hsted by the primadonna as she complains 

that it is a test of the actors' endurance to enact jealousy in city after city. 

Founded in 1579, Monterrey is the capital city of the Mexican state of Nuevo 

Leon and, as of 2000, the third largest city in Mexico. It is located approximately 

150 miles south of Laredo, Texas (see Figure 2.1). 

Morales, la colonia (90)—When Billy tells a group of riders that the wolf is the property 

of a great hacendado, a boy in the group asks if the hacendado lives in "la colonia 
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Morales." This is likely a misdesignation of la colonia Morelos, since there is no 

record of a Mormon colony called Morales, and Morelos is in the area through 

which Billy is traveling. See "Morelos, el pueblo de" below. 

Morelos, el pueblo de (102-104)—The "old Mormon settlement from the century 

before" in which the wolf is displayed before being transported to the hacendado, 

and in which she is pitted against fighfing dogs. Located in northeastem Sonora, 

twenty-five miles north of Colonia Oaxaca and fifty miles south of Agua Prieta, 

Morelos was the last Mormon colony established in Mexico. The first colonists 

arrived in January 1900; the population of the colony was greatly diminished 

during the Mexican Revolution, and the Church of Latter-Day Saints sold Colonia 

Morelos to the Mexican government in December 1921 (Whetten 67-68) (see 

Figure 3.1). 

Naco (241)—As they travel the Boquillas road, Billy and Boyd encounter a group of 

vaqueros herding steers toward the pens at Naco. Two adjoining border towns, 

one in Cochise County, Arizona, and the other in Sonora, Mexico, share the name 

Naco. Naco, Arizona, which is the site of a United States Customs House, is 

approximately twenty-four miles west of Douglas (see Figure 3.1). 

Nahuerichic (252, 383)—Section of the Babicora Ranch managed by a Mr. Simmons. 

The horses are retumed to the boys by Quijada, an employee of the ranch, as they 

pass through Nahuerichic. A town called Nahuerachic is approximately sixty-five 

miles southwest of Buenaventura in westem Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Namiquipa (236)—Town to which Boyd's girl travels to see her mother, and to which 

Billy later retums to ask about the fate of Boyd and the girl. Situated on the Santa 
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Maria River, Namiquipa is ninety miles WNW of Chihuahua and 180 miles SSW 

of Cloverdale (see Figure 3.3). 

Nations road, the old (24)—The wolf crosses this road in southem Hidalgo County, "a 

mile north of the [intemational] boundary," as she moves into the United States. 

McCarthy is likely referring to the road that mns east and west to the Nations 

Homestead, which is located approximately twelve miles southeast of Cloverdale 

and 2.5 miles north of the Chihuahuan border (Brown). The road is roughly 

parallel to Whitewater Creek (see Figure 3.2). 

Nuri (409)—One of the cities through which the gypsies pass after spending nine days 

trapped in the Papigochic River gorge. 

Oaxaca, Colonia de (118)—City in which, according to the claims of a young 

hacendado, Billy is confronted by officials as he attempts to transport the wolf 

from Mexico to the United States. Located in northeast Sonora and the site of the 

first permanent Mormon settlement in Mexico, Oaxaca was founded in 1892 

(Whetten 72). It is approximately fifty miles SSE of Cloverdale (see Figure 3.1). 

Ojito (161, 179)—The "roadside hamlef in Sonora through which Billy and Boyd pass 

on the second day of their joumey into Mexico. After unsuccessfully attempting 

to buy food in Ojito, the boys "rode on" to Morelos. 

Organ Mountains (422)—Billy sees these mountains in the distance as he roams New 

Mexico in the days after he buries Boyd. They are located in Dona Ana County, 

east of Las Cmces and southwest of White Sands (see Figure 4.1). 

Palace Hotel (349)—Hotel in Silver City, New Mexico, in which Billy spends the night 

on Christmas Eve, 1943. Located at 106 West Broadway, the building in which 
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the Palace is housed dates back to 1882, and ''The Silver City Enterprise 

announced the opening of the Palace Hotel on March 1, 1900" ("Palace Hotel"). 

Palomas (404)—Town near the site to which the gypsies have contracted to move the 

remains of the airplane, it is an intemational port of entry located approximately 

five miles south of Columbus, New Mexico (see Figure 3.2). 

panhandle, Texas (350)—See "panhandle" in Chapter IV. 

Parral (278, 284)—Town toward which the blind man travels after his eyes are sucked 

out by the German huertista in Durango. Parral is approximately 255 miles 

north/northwest of Durango in southem Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Peloncillo Mountains (8, 25)—The wolf passes through the Peloncillo Mountains as she 

roams through southwestem New Mexico. The larger mountains of the chain mn 

north to south through Graham and Greenlee Counties in southeastem Arizona, 

rising to about six thousand feet, and the southem portion of the range extends 

into westem Hidalgo County, New Mexico. About forty miles south of Animas, 

New Mexico, the range is traversed at its southem extreme by the Guadalupe 

Mountain Range (see Figure 3.2). 

Pendleton's (33)—^Billy meets with vaqueros from Pendleton's as he is tracking the wolf 

"on the far side of the Cloverdale road." The site of Pendleton's Ranch is 

approximately five miles northwest of Cloverdale (Brown) (see Figure 3.2). 

Phelps Dodge smelter (342)—Billy strikes the railroad coming out of the smeher, south 

of the Little Hatchet Mountains, as he travels from Deming to the SK Bar Ranch 

after failing to enlist in the army. Phelps-Dodge is "one of the largest copper-

producing and copper-fabricating companies in the United States" (Cleland v-vi). 
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The corporation operated as Phelps, Dodge, and Company from 1834-1908, and 

has been called Phelps-Dodge since its incorporation in 1908. Though a smelter 

now exists south of Playas, it is a recent addition, buih in 1973, from which no 

tracks mn (Phelps-Dodge Public Relations Office). The nearest Southem Pacific 

track that supplies and services Phelps-Dodge mns from Lordsburg to Deming, 

approximately thirty-five miles north of Billy's location (Roman). 

Piedras Verdes (214)—On the evening after he and Boyd rescue Boyd's giri, Billy 

surveys the land from atop a hill on the hacienda of San Diego and sees "the tilled 

lands that ran on to the Casas Grandes River and to the Piedras Verdes." The land 

formation's literal translation is "green rocks." 

Pilares Teras (93)—Land formation (translates "many pillars") that Billy observes to his 

south as he rides through the Bavispe River Valley with the wolf 

Playas (343)—Billy crosses the old Playas road as he travels from Deming to the SK Bar 

Ranch after failing to enlist in the army. Located north of the Little Hatchet 

Mountains in Hidalgo County, New Mexico, Playas is a copper mining and cattle 

town about twenty-five miles SSE of Lordsburg (see Figure 3.2). 

Quemada (241)—Area "deep at the southem end of La Babicora" from which a group of 

vaqueros, whom Billy and Boyd pass on the Boquilla road, are herding cattle. A 

town called La Quemada is located approximately eighty miles south and slightly 

east of Buenaventura, and approximately fifty miles west and slightly north of the 

city of Chihuahua (see Figure 3.3). 

Reserve, New Mexico (422)—One of the towns through which Billy drifts after his third 

joumey into Mexico. The seat of Catron County, Reserve is located seventy 
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miles NNW of Silver City, New Mexico, near the Arizona border. 

Rio Oro (285)—River in northem Durango beside which is located the town of Rodeo. 

Rio Papigochic (406, 418)—River out of which the gypsies encountered by Billy as he 

transports Boyd's body home claim to have retrieved the airplane in their 

possession. The river flows through westem Chihuahua, passing about six miles 

east of Madera on its southerly route. 

Robertson's crossfence (63)—Billy makes the decision to ride south as he pauses near 

this crossfence, after trapping the wolf, and considers that "an hour's ride [east] 

lay Cloverdale." McCarthy is likely referring to the fence marking the boundary 

around the ranch of Ben Robertson, long-time manager of the Gray Ranch who 

acquired land, near Cloverdale, which he ranched after leaving the Gray Ranch 

(Hilliard 148). The ranch is approximately four miles west of Cloverdale 

(Brown) (see Figure 3.2). 

Rodeo (285)—City through which the blind man passes on his northward joumey on the 

road from Durango to Parral, and in which he meets the young girl who will later 

become his wife. Rodeo is approximately eighty miles north of Durango. It is 

interesting to note that a New Mexico town of the same name is approximately 

twenty-five miles northwest of Cloverdale (see Figure 3.2). 

Roswell, New Mexico (351)—Mr. Sanders tells Billy that Leona has moved to Roswell 

with her husband. The seat of Chavez County, Roswell is located on the Rio 

Hondo near its confluence with the Pecos River, approximately 285 miles ENE of 

Cloverdale. 

79 



route 666 (178)—Route in southeastem Arizona by which Boyd and Billy reach Elfrida 

on their southward joumey into Mexico. The route, which links Elfrida to 

Douglas, is now part of U. S. Highway 191. 

Sabinal (394)— Billy crosses the road "coming down from Guzman and Sabinal" as he 

transports Boyd's body north. Sabinal is approximately thirty-five miles 

southeast of the extreme southeast tip of the New Mexico Bootheel (see Figure 

3.3). 

Saint Augustine, plains of (349)—In the winter of 1943, Billy roams through these 

plains positioned southwest to northeast in eastem Catron County. At their 

northem extreme the plains are about twenty-five miles west of Magdalena, and at 

their southem extreme they are about sixty-five miles north of Silver City. 

San Antonio Street (340)—Street in El Paso on which the recmiting office from which 

Billy is tumed away is located. 

San Buenaventura (374, 388)—See "Buenaventura" above. 

San Diego, Hacienda de (215, 370)—Town in which Billy, Boyd, and Boyd's giri eat 

and watch the traveling play with the Munoz family. After Boyd is shot, the boys 

retum to San Diego, where Boyd stays with the Munoz woman during his 

recovery. Billy retums to the town, which is approximately eight miles 

south/southwest of Casas Grandes, on his third joumey into Mexico but finds the 

Mufioz house abandoned (see Figure 3.3). 

San Jose (267)—Pueblita north of Boquillas y Anexas through which Billy and Boyd 

pass on the day after the encounter in which the jefe breaks his back, and near 

which the boys are camping on the moming Boyd is shot. 
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San Lorenzo (384)—Mexican pueblo in which, according to Quijada, Boyd is killed in 

the winter of 1943. 

San Lorenzo, New Mexico (422)—Town in Grant County through which Billy passes in 

July, 1944, as he drifts through westem New Mexico a few months after burying 

Boyd. San Lorenzo is approximately 23 miles east of Silver City (see Figure 3.2). 

San Luis Mountains (24)—Mountain range through which the wolf passes as she moves 

through southem Hidalgo County. The San Luis Mountains, a small series of 

low-lying mesas, cross-cut the southem foothills of the Animas Mountains (see 

Figure 3.2). 

San Luis Pass (16)—Billy's father speculates that the wolf crossed through the San Luis 

Pass after crossing the border. San Luis Pass, about ten miles east of Cloverdale, 

provides one of the few east-west avenues connecting the Hachita Valley and the 

Animas Valley in southem Hidalgo County (McLuney) (see Figure 3.2). 

San Nicolas (409)— One of the cities through which the gypsies pass after spending nine 

days trapped in the Papigochic River gorge. 

San Simon Valley (175)—Valley in Arizona through which the boys pass on their 

southward joumey into Mexico. The valley is located in eastem Cochise County. 

Santa Ana de Babicora (248, 319, 371)—Pueblo in which the boys agree to meet 

Boyd's girl after she sees her mother in Namiquipa; Billy meets the girl on the 

outskirts of the tovm after Boyd is shot. Billy retums to the town in May, 1944, 

as he searches the Sonoran countryside for signs of Boyd and the girl. Santa Ana 

de Babicora is approximately twenty-two miles south of Namiquipa (see Figure 

3.3). 
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Santa Maria River (234, 319, 393)—Much of the action of the novel takes place in the 

valley of this river that mns north to south through northwest Chihuahua (see 

Figure 3.3). 

Santa Rita (422)—Mine by which Billy travels as he passes from Silver City to San 

Lorenzo the summer after Boyd's burial. An open-pit copper mine, Santa Rita is 

approximately halfway between the two towns (see Figure 3.2). 

Sierra de la Cabellera (91)—Mountain range near which Billy passes on the fourth day 

of his joumey into Mexico with the wolf 

Sierra de la Madera (24)—Mountain range, in the northeastem comer of Sonora, 

through which the she-wolf roams in the weeks before crossing into New Mexico. 

The mountain range roughly parallels the westem slopes of the Continental 

Divide. 

Sierra del Nido (390)—Mountain range, southeast of Buenaventura, which Billy 

observes as he rides toward the cemetery to disinter Boyd's body. 

Silver City, New Mexico (349, 422)—Billy drifts through Silver City in the months 

before and after his last joumey into Mexico. Founded in 1870 as a silver and 

gold mining camp, the town was incorporated in 1878. The county seat of Grant 

County, Silver City is located in the foothills of the Pinos Altos Mountains, 112 

miles WNW of Las Cmces (see Figure 3.2). 

SK Bar Ranch (16, 164, 343, 350)—Ranch owned by Mr. Sanders and located, 

according to the novel, nine miles north of the Parham homestead at Las Charcas. 

The site is very near the headquarters of the Gray Ranch, one of the ranches held 

by the Victorio Land and Cattle Company and now part of the Animas 
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Foundation (Brown). Billy retums to the ranch after his first joumey out of 

Mexico, after his third unsuccessful attempt to enlist in the military, and 

immediately before his third joumey into Mexico. No reference to this place 

name appears on Bureau of Land Management topographical maps of the area, 

and local sources are unable to identify a ranch, existing or defunct, named the SK 

Bar (Brown, Moore). 

Skeleton Creek (25)—The wolf crosses the south fork of this creek as she roams 

through Cochise County, Arizona, and Hidalgo County, New Mexico. This creek 

at the head of Skeleton Canyon is approximately five miles west, and slightly 

south, of Cloverdale (Brown) (see Figure 3.2). 

Socorro, New Mexico (340)—Town through which Billy passes as he rides the bus from 

Deming to Albuquerque, one of the three cities in which he attempts to enlist in 

the army. It is approximately a 156-mile drive from Deming to Socorro, the 

county seat of Socorro County. 

Sonora (74, 404)—The Mexican state into which Billy passes, alone on his first joumey 

and with Boyd on his second joumey, when crossing from Douglas, Arizona, to 

Agua Prieta. Once in Mexico, the boys move quickly from the northeast comer of 

Sonora into the state of Chihuahua, the setting for much of the novel's action. In 

one version of the gypsy's anecdote, the "high desert mountains of Sonora" serve 

as the inifial resting place of the crashed airplane (see Figure 2.4). 

Soto Maynez (324)—Destination of the three young giris whom Boyd's giri and Billy 

meet on the road to San Diego. 
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South El Paso Street (340)—Street in El Paso down which Billy walks to the Splendid 

Cafe after his second failed attempt to join the army. See "South El Paso Street' 

in Chapter IV. 

South Silver Street (334)—Billy is directed to the armory building on this street in 

Deming, New Mexico, to meet with the recmiting officer. The National Guard 

Armory Building is located at 301 South Silver Street. During Worid War II, the 

recmiting officer operated out of an office on the second floor of the building. 

Now the site of the Deming-Luna Mimbres Museum, the armory opened in 1916 

and served as an armory until World War II, during which time it was the 

headquarters of the U.S.O. (Wood). 

Splendid Cafe (340)—Cafe on South El Paso Street in El Paso in which Billy eats after 

his second failed attempt to join the army. 

Spruce and Gold (334)—Billy spends the night in the bus station at this comer in 

Deming, New Mexico, and later eats in the bus station cafe. The Pacific 

Greyhound Lines bus stafion was located at 200 S. Gold, in a cafe on this comer, 

the Central Cafe, during the early and mid-1940's (Roman). 

Starvation Canyon (25)— Area through which the wolf roams after crossing into New 

Mexico. Local sources are unable to identify this canyon in westem New Mexico 

or Eastem Arizona (Brown, Moore). 

Steins, New Mexico (350)—Billy crosses the blacktop highway just east of Steins as he 

travels to see Mr. Sanders before crossing into Mexico for the third time. Steins 

is located in westem Hidalgo County, about twenty-one miles southwest of 

Lordsburg. Now a ghost town, the community was founded around 1880 as a 
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result of the extension of the Southem Pacific Railroad through the Peloncillo 

Mountains. The settlement was named for the pass in the mountains on which it 

is located (Julyan) (see Figure 3.2). 

Sulphur Springs Valley (178)— Billy and Boyd travel through this valley, situated west 

of the Dos Cabezas and Chiricuhua Mountains in southeast Cochise County, on 

the fourth day of their joumey into Mexico. The valley, which is about twenty 

miles wide and sixty miles long, begins near Willcox and extends south to 

Douglas. The valley was known to early Spanish explorers as "Playas de las 

Pimas" (Bames). 

T Diamond (350)— One of the ranches at which Billy works after he drifts into the 

Texas panhandle between his second and third joumeys into Mexico. 

Taliafero Ranch (418)—Ranch from which the decrepit airplane is transported, 

according to the American traveller whom Billy meets as Nino heals. According 

to the traveller, the ranch is located near Flores Magon in central Chihuahua. 

Tamichopa (159)—Town near Bacerac through which Billy passes on his wanderings in 

the late winter of the year the wolf dies. 

Taylor's Draw (16)—The youngest Oliver boy traces the wolfs path, as she roams 

through the area around Cloverdale, through this draw located approximately 

three miles northeast of Clanton Draw and ten miles northeast of Cloverdale (see 

Figure 3.2). 

Temosachic (375, 409)—Town southeast of Madera through which Billy rides, making 

inquiries about Boyd's death, and in which he first hears the corrido that 

memorializes Boyd. It is also one of the cities through which the gypsies pass 
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after spending nine days trapped in the Papigochic River gorge (see Figure 3.3). 

Thirtieth minute of the one hundred and eighth meridian (24)—McCarthy writes that 

the wolf crosses into the United States for the first time "at about the point where 

[the intemational boundary line] intersected the thirtieth minute of the one 

hundred and eighth meridian." This point, which is exactly halfway between the 

108 and 109̂  meridians, is south and approximately one-quarter mile west of 

Antelope Wells (see Figure 3.2). 

Tonichi (409)—One of the cifies through which the gypsies pass after spending nine 

days trapped in the Papigochic River gorge. 

Torreon (285)—The destination city of the Huertistas who ransack the town of Rodeo, 

Torreon is located 157 miles northwest of Durango in southwestem Coahuila (see 

Figure 2.1). 

Vera Cruz (227)—Home state of the gypsy/actor Gaspar, who attempts to cut off a 

mule's head with a machete. Vera Cmz is the name shared by a city and state, 

bordered by the Gulf of Mexico, in southeastem Mexico (see Figure 2.4). 

Victoria Land and Cattle Company (337)—Billy sees the offices of this company next 

to the Manhattan Cafe in Deming, New Mexico. The company, more commonly 

referred to as Victorio Land and Cattle Company, but in some documents called 

the Victoria Land and Cattle Company, is better known by its brand, the Diamond 

A (Hilliard 15). Among the company's holdings is Gray Ranch, purchased in 

1883, which encompasses much of the New Mexico boothill and extends west to 

near Lordsburg, east to beyond Deming, and north to near Silver City and Lake 

Valley. During the 1970's, the Victorio was "perhaps the largest range-cattle 
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operation in the country" (Hilliard 144). Much of the area traveled by Billy, 

including Cloverdale and the surrounding area, was at one time part of the Gray 

Ranch. 

West Pine (338)—Billy is sent to obtain a physical, as part of his enlistment in the army, 

to a doctor named Moir on West Pine in Deming, New Mexico. See "Moir, Dr. 

J. C." in Chapter VI. 

Whitewater Creek (24)—The wolf follows Whitewater Creek west to the San Luis 

Mountains as she crosses into southem New Mexico. The creek starts in the San 

Luis Mountains and mns east through southem Hidalgo County, paralleling the 

intemational boundary for much of its ten-mile course, before emptying into Deer 

Creek (see Figure 3.2). 

Winslow, Arizona (346-349)—Billy is confronted about his not being in the army by a 

bartender and a patron in a Winslow bar. Winslow is located near the Little 

Colorado River in Navajo County, south of the Painted Desert and fifty-three 

miles east of Flagstaff 

Yaqui country (133)—Area which Billy is cautioned to avoid by two women who feed 

him in El Tigre and claim that the Yaqui will kill him. See "Yaquis" in Chapter 

V. 

Yecora (409)—One of the cifies through which the gypsies pass after spending nine days 

trapped in the Papigochic River gorge. 
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Figure 3.1. Northem Sonora, Mexico. 

Source: Excerpted from Mexico: Miniatlas de Carreteras. Mexico: Guia Roji, 1999. 
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Figure 3.2. Hidalgo County and Surrounding .Area. 

Source: Excerpted from New Mexico Road and Recreation Atlas. Berkeley: Benchmark 
Maps, 1995. 

89 



Chihuahua 
EVO M E X I C O : 

Figure 3.3. Chihuahua, Mexico. 

Source: Excerpted from "Chihuahua." Tour by Mexico Homepage. Infografix. 9 July 
1998. 9 Apr. 2000 <http://v^rww.tourbymexico.com/chihua/mapachih.gif>. 
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Figure 3.4. New Mexico Counties. 

Source: Excerpted from Jerry L. Williams and Paul E. .McAllister. .\c\v .Mexico in 
Maps. Albuquerque: Institute for Applied Research SerMces, U of New Mexico, 
1979. 
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CHAPTER IV 

CITIES OF THE PLAIN 

Chronology 

This chronology includes dates explicitly expressed in the novel and dates 

calculated using those chronological references that are unambiguously stated. When a 

date can be reasonably estimated but not absolutely verified, it is italicized to indicate 

that it was inferred using specific time references. In cases in which there is not enough 

information to make a reasonable estimate, significant plot elements are listed 

chronologically without any indication of date. References to historical dates that do not 

directly impact the novel's present action are listed chronologically in the section entitled 

"Historical Allusions in the Border Trilogy." Page numbers in parentheses indicate the 

location of the reference within the text. 

1867, March—Mr. Johnson is bom in East Texas (106, 126). 

1907, winter—At the age of nineteen, the godson in the maestro's anecdote kills a man 

in Ojinaga (194-195). 

1913—Margaret Johnson McGovem is bom (123). 

1917—Mr. Johnson gets involved in a "shooting scrape" while recovering stolen horses 

across the border (63). 

1929—Mr. Johnson goes to Mexico for the last time, where he witnesses a man being 

shot in the head in a bar (187). 

1950, Candlemas, February 2—Margaret Johnson McGovem dies (116). 
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1952, October—John Grady sees Magdalena for the first time in La Venada (6). 

1952, October/November 

• John Grady locates Magdalena at the White Lake (58). 

• John Grady spends his first night with Magdalena (70). 

• John Grady retums to the White Lake frequently (79). 

1952, early December 

• John Grady tells Billy of his plan to marry Magdalena (121). 

• Billy unsuccessfully discusses with Eduardo the purchase of Magdalena's 

freedom (127-135). 

1952, December—John Grady works to restore the cabin to which he hopes to bring 

Magdalena after their marriage (177). 

1953, Friday, February 13—John Grady sees Magdalena alive for the last time 

(204). 

1953, Quinquagesima Sunday, February 15— 

dawn—Magdalena is delivered to Tiburcio by the river, where her throat is slit 

(225). 

noon—John Grady identifies Magdalena's body at the morgue (229-230). 

early afternoon—Billy confronts Eduardo, then goes to the pohce (237-246). 

afternoon—Grief-stricken, John Grady rides in Cedar Springs Draw (230-232). 

late evening—John Grady rides by the cabin he has repaired, goes by the ranch to 

get a knife, and finds a ride into Mexico (232-235). 

night—John Grady provokes a knife fight with Eduardo, whom he kills (246-

254). 
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almost midnight—Socorro takes a call for Billy from the boy whose help has 

been enlisted by John Grady (258). 

1953, Monday, February 16—John Grady dies in a cardboard clubhouse, off of a Juarez 

street, from stab wounds inflicted by Eduardo (261). 

1953, Tuesday, February 17—Day on which John Grady is to marry Magdalena (215). 

1953, Thursday, February 19—Billy leaves the Cross Fours Ranch forever (263). 

2001 (2002), spring—At the age of seventy-eight, Billy is in the Gardner Hotel, El Paso, 

working as a movie extra (264). McCarthy refers to the action of the Epilogue as 

taking place in "the second year of the new millennium." Depending on whether 

one dates the new millennium as beginning on January 1, 2000, or January 1, 

2001, it is possible to date the final action of the novel as occurring in either 2001 

or 2002. 

2001 or 2002, spring (one week later)—After being evicted from the Gardner, Billy is 

in central Arizona, where he meets with a philosophical traveller who tells of his 

dreams (266-289). 

2001 or 2002, fall—Billy is taken in by a family who fives outside of Portales, New 

Mexico (290-292). 

Character Index 

Characters are alphabefized by last name when given, and by first name if last 

name is not provided. If a first name alone is accompanied by a title denoting respect or 

relafionship, the entry is alphabetized by name rather than by title. Page numbers, in 

parentheses following the character's name, indicate first appearance and extended 
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appearances of the character. For the sake of comprehensiveness, characters mentioned 

only incidentally are included in the guide. Historical characters whose existence can be 

documented are included in the section enfitled "Historical Allusions in the Border 

Trilogy." 

Horses and dogs belonging to characters are included; horses who are listed as 

part of pedigree, or in casual reference, are listed in "Cultural Allusions in the Border 

Trilogy." 

Archer (87,158)—Owner of hunting dogs who reminisces of life on the border during 

the Mexican Revolution. 

Arturo (204)—Male servant on the Grady Ranch whom John Grady remembers fondly. 

See "Arturo" in Chapter II. 

Askins (117)—Patron of Maud's who, with Jessie, competes against J. C. and Troy on 

the electronic bowling machine. 

Bean, Mr. Ryle (107)—Owner of a horse whom the auctioneer mistakenly identifies as 

belonging to another breeder. 

Betty (291)—Woman in Portales, New Mexico, whose family provides a home for Billy 

when he is an old man. 

Bird (38)—Horse ridden into the Jarillas by John Grady one aftemoon while his ankle is 

healing. Though Billy rides a horse of the same name in The Crossing, McCarthy 

makes it clear that Billy's horse of that name was lost in the chase that ensues 

when Boyd is shot. 

Boozer (125)—Night horse that belonged to Mr. Johnson in the days when he rode the 

cattle trails. 
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Carl (47)—One of Wolfenbarger's two employees who bring a horse to the Cross Fours 

to be trained, but are tumed away when the horse's injured hoof is discovered. 

Chavez (147>—Owner of a horse that resembles the horse sold by John Grady to raise 

money. 

Cole, John Grady (3, 195)—^Nineteen-year-old cowboy and horse trainer on the Cross 

Fours Ranch whose love for a Mexican prostitute, Magdalena, leads to a knife 

fight and his eventual death. He is called "Juan" by Magdalena. See "Cole, John 

Grady" in Chapter II. 

Cole, Thatcher (263)—John Grady's cousin who comes to the Cross Fours after John 

Grady's death. 

Crawford, Junior (140, 147-148)—Man who arranges the sale of John Grady's horse. 

Delbert (11, 41)—John Grady expresses concem about taking the job of this employee of 

the Cross Fours; however, the discussion among John Grady, JC, and Billy 

indicates that he may still be on the ranch or in the area. 

Devereaux, Walter (125)—Cowboy who witnesses the flaming cat, in Mr. Johnson's 

anecdote, flying through the air. 

Edmonds, Gene (21)—Man with whom Troy travels to Amarillo on the night that he 

accidentally decapitates hares in a new Oldsmobile. 

Eduardo (72, 247-254)—Pimp at the White Lake whose refusal to release Magdalena, 

and purported love for her, lead to the knife fight in which he is killed by John 

Grady. Though the maestro refers to him as the grand alcahuete of the White 

Lake, the police captain reveals that he is not the owner. 

Elton (23,27)—Older brother of Troy who tries to persuade Troy to come to work on the 
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ranch he manages in far West Texas. 

Felipe (228)—Waiter who works in the cafe, on the Calle de Noche Triste, in which 

Magdalena eats breakfast on the moming she is killed. 

Fountain, Colonel (62)—See "Fountain, Albert" in Chapter VI. 

Gutierrez, Ramon (205, 223)—Taxi driver whom John Grady hires to transport 

Magdalena safely over the border. His failure to perform this duty indicates that 

he has betrayed the couple or has been overwhelmed by Eduardo's henchman. 

Hector (199)—Man who helps John Grady prepare the cabin for Magdalena's arrival. 

JC (5)—Employee of the Cross Fours Ranch who works with John Grady. 

Jessie (117)— Patron of Maud's who, with Askins, competes against J. C. and Troy on 

the electronic bowling machine. 

Joaquin (13, 162-165)—Employee of the Cross Fours Ranch who participates in the 

hunt for wild dogs. 

Johnny (26, 28)—Troy's old brother whose wayward habits eventually lead to his death, 

though the cause of death is not explicitly stated. 

Johnson, Mr. (9)—The eighty-five-year-old father-in-law of Mac McGovem, owner of 

the Cross Fours Ranch. John Grady seeks out Mr. Johnson for his company 

and anecdotes of life as a cowboy over the last seventy years. His mind is failing 

throughout the novel as a result of aging and grief over the loss of his adopted 

daughter, Margaret, whom he takes in after the death of his brother and sister-in-

law. 

Jones (26)—Owner of a mare that gave birth to a foal bought by Troy's brother Elton. 

Josefina (99)—Employee of the White Lake who is present during both times that La 
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Tuerta is helping Magdalena with her grooming and dress. 

Juarenzes (82)—As he walks through Juarez on a November night, John Grady observes 

that these inhabitants of the town are untroubled by the cold. 

Junior (148)—See "Crawford, Junior" above. 

La Tuerta (83, 196)—Partially blind woman who works at the White Lake and is privy 

to John Grady and Magdalena's secrets. The maestro reveals to John Grady that 

she is Tiburcio's mother. Tuerta is Spanish for "one-eyed." 

Lee, Oliver (61, 62)— See "Fountain, Albert" in Chapter VI. 

Louis (44)— One of Wolfenbarger's two employees who bring a horse to the Cross 

Fours to be trained, but are tumed away when the horse's injured hoof is 

discovered. 

Lucy (88)—Hunting dog belonging to Travis or Archer. 

maestro, the (80, 86)—Blind musician in Juarez whose advice John Grady seeks. After 

deciding to marry Magdalena, John Grady asks the maestro to serve as her 

padrino, a responsibility he refuses. 

Magdalena (58, 67, 132)—Young prostitute at the White Lake whom John Grady plans 

to marry. Her throat is slit as a result of the jealousy of her pimp, Eduardo. 

Manolo (56)—Person whom John Grady pays for information about the whereabouts of 

Magdalena after she leaves La Venada. 

Maria (80)—The shy daughter of the blind pianist, the maestro, Maria is always present 

when John Grady seeks the maestro's counsel. 

McGovern, Mac (11, 141-145)—Owner of the Four Cross Ranch in whose eyes, 

according to Billy, John Grady can do no wrong. He and John Grady play chess 
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with one another. 

McGovern, Margaret Johnson (11)—Deceased wife of Mac McGovem and adopted 

daughter of Mr. Johnson. Her death, around three years before the action of the 

novel, has left a void among her family and the workers at the ranch. 

McGregor girl (201)—Oren tells John Grady that the "McGregor giri's been picked to 

be the Sun Camival Queen." According to the Wells Fargo Sun Bowl Homepage, 

Jean McGregor was the 1953 Sun Camival Queen. See "McGregor Ranch" in 

"Index of Place Names." 

Oren (8, 152)—Older worker at the Cross Fours Ranch whose "small house he shared 

with his cat" implies that he enjoys seniority, authority, and respect on the ranch. 

Parham, Billy (3, 19, 127, 265)—Twenty-eight-year-old cowboy on the Cross Fours 

Ranch who reluctantly attempts to help John Grady secure marriage with 

Magdalena. He intercedes on behalf of John Grady with Eduardo and, after the 

murder of Magdalena, the police in Juarez. See "Parham, Billy" in Chapter III. 

Parham, Boyd (146, 291)—Billy's younger brother over whom he is sfiU grieving, and 

about whom he is sfill dreaming, at the end of the novel. See "Parham, Boyd" in 

Chapter HI. 

Pless, Uncle (89)—Archer's uncle who lived in El Paso and supported the rebels during 

the Mexican Revolution. 

Prather, John (62)—Area rancher whose land is being encroached upon by the 

government. Jennifer Euler cites John Prather as the inspiration for Edward 

Abbey's character John Vogelin in Fire on the Mountain: 
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Abbey's fictional account of John Vogelin and his battle with the US 
Government parallels the real story of John Prather and his battle to save 
his ranch from being taken over for the expansion of the Missile Range 
here in the Tularosa Basin. As in the book, the real life rancher refuses to 
leave his property even after the government has tried everything they can 
think of to acquire this land. 

Rachel (25)—Wife of Elton and sister-in-law of Troy. 

Red (109)—Owner of horses being auctioned at the sale in which Mac and Wolfenbarger 

bid against one another. 

Reed, Bill (187)—Good friend of Mr. Johnson, who wonders about Reed's whereabouts. 

Roscoe (88)—Dog that is grandfather to Lucy. Archer calls him the best dog he and 

Travis ever had. 

Sanchez, Billy (15)—Horse trainer who is so liked by horses that, according to Joaquin, 

they follow him to the outhouse. 

Smoke (159)—Archer and Travis' dog that they say is the best dog for the job of tracking 

wild dogs. 

Socorro (8, 123)—House servant at the Cross Fours Ranch who cares for the ranch 

hands and who, according to Mr. Johnson, was responsible for much of 

Margaret's upbringing. 

Stapp, Clyde (4)—Cowboy whose explohs at a brothel in Juarez serve as a joke for Billy 

and Troy. 

Tiburcio (79, 128, 225)—Henchman of Eduardo whom McCarthy describes as standing 

at Billy's elbow "like Lucifer." He is standing at the river, smihng, when the taxi 

driver delivers Magdalena to him after thwarting her plans of crossing the border. 

Travis (88, 226)—Owner of hunting dogs whom John Grady sees while waiting for 
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Magdalena on the United States side of the border. 

Troy (3, 27-36)—A cowboy and a veteran of Worid War II, Troy considers taking a job 

at the ranch which his brother manages, but opts to stay at the Cross Fours despite 

its imminent annexation by the military. 

Ward (73)—Breeder whose sire is bred to a mare belonging to the Cross Fours Ranch. 

Watson (51,161)—Cowboy on the Cross Fours Ranch whose horse John Grady rides 

after his injury and after the sell of his own horse. 

Williams, Wendell (63)—Cowboy who crosses the border with Mr. Johnson in 1917 to 

retrieve stolen horses. 

Wolfenbarger (60, 107, 137)—Rancher who attempts to hire John Grady after he detects 

an injury in a horse Wolfenbarger is considering buying. He and Mac bid against 

one another at a horse auction following the incident with the lame filly. 

Index of Place Names 

Place names indexed below include cities, states, landmarks, and locales 

referenced in the novel. Each entry consists of the page number on which the site is first 

mentioned, a description of the site's significance to the novel, relevant historical and 

locational information, and reference to any map on which it is included. Unless 

otherwise noted, distances are stated in highway miles. 

Abilene (125)—Destination of the cattle drive in which Mr. Johnson participated when 

he "wasnt much more than a button." The reference is to Abilene, Kansas, rather 

than Abilene, Texas. Though both were cattle towns, the cat incident takes place 

as the cattle drive is preparing to cross the Red River, the Texas-Oklahoma 

101 



border, into "Indian Territory," which would become Oklahoma in 1907. 

Alameda Street (89,178)—El Paso street mentioned in Archer's tale of the Mexican 

Revolution; John Grady buys windows for the home he is preparing for 

Magdalena at a wreckingyard located on the street, which mns roughly parallel to 

the Rio Grande River north of the U. S. Customs House. 

Alamogordo, New Mexico (22)—Located twenty-seven miles north of Orogrande, 

Alamogordo is approximately five miles northeast of Holloman Air Force Base 

and forty miles northeast of White Sands Missile Range. See "Map M: Otero 

County and Surrounding Area." 

Alpine, Texas (25)—West Texas town near the ranch managed by Troy's brother Elton. 

The seat of Brewster County, the largest county in Texas, Alpine is located in the 

sparsely populated, mountainous Big Bend region of Texas, approximately 235 

miles southeast of El Paso. 

Amarillo, Texas (21)—Troy and Gene Edmonds are traveling to a rodeo in Amarillo on 

the night they accidentally decapitate jackrabbits with the grill of Gene's car. 

Amarillo is located about five hundred miles northeast of El Paso, in the 

panhandle of Texas. 

Avenida, the (58)—see Juarez Avenue below. 

Babicora (217)— See La Babicora in Chapter III. 

Belen (124)—^New Mexico town toward which, Mr. Johnson speculates, a flock of geese 

that passes over the Cross Fours Ranch is traveling. Located in southem Valencia 

County, Belen is approximately 165 land miles north-northwest of Orogrande. 

Bell Springs (143)—Location of the adobe house repaired by John Grady so that he and 
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Magdalena may occupy it after their marriage. The text indicates that it is located 

thirty miles north of El Paso (200). 

Bell Springs Draw (76)—With Billy, John Grady rides up this draw to a spring and the 

"small adobe house in mins" that he will later repair for Magdalena. The ride 

takes place shortly after he has sex with Magdalena for the first time. 

bootheel, the (216)—Billy reminisces to John Grady about growing up in the bootheel, 

the southwestem-most region of New Mexico. Shaped like the heel of a boot, the 

region is the setting for much of The Crossing. 

Boulevard 16 de Septiembre (209)—Juarez street crossed by Magdalena as she roams 

through the city, looking for el centro, after waking in the hospital to which she 

is taken following a seizure. See "Independence Day, Mexican" in Chapter VI. 

Bransford pasture (48, 50, 155)—Pasture on the Cross Fours Ranch which John Grady 

rides on the day he detects a limp in the horse owned by Wolfenbarger. The text 

indicates that "He rode among the half wild cattle in the Bransford pasture all 

day" (48). Later, John Grady answers Billy's question of where he has been "all 

day" with "Cedar Springs" (50), indicating that the Cedar Springs pasture and 

Bransford pasture are likely the same pastureland. 

Calle de Noche Triste (205, 255)—Juarez street on which is located the cafe at which 

the cabdriver and Magdalena are to meet to accomplish her transport across the 

border. John Grady retums to the street after he is stabbed and dies in a 

packingcrate clubhouse near the street. 

Camp Pendleton (26)—Marine Corps training camp near Oceanside, Califomia, at 

which Troy's brother Elton "spent the whole war." 
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Cedar Springs (50, 144, 155)—Pasture through which John Grady and Billy track the 

wild dogs which are killing cattle from the Cross Fours. 

Cedar Springs Draw (230)—Draw through and beyond which John Grady rides on the 

aftemoon after he identifies Magdalena's body at the morgue. 

Chiapas (139, 222)—Mexican state which was Magdalena's home before she was sold 

into prostitution (see Figure 2.4). 

Chihuahua (90)—See "Chihuahua" in Chapter III. 

Ciudad Juarez—See Juarez below. 

Clint (63)—Small Texas town in which Mr. Johnson gets into "a shooting scrape" in 

1917. Clint is a few miles southeast of El Paso, on the Rio Grande River. 

Coahuila (90)—See "Coahuila" in Chapter II. 

Comanche Trail (205)—See "old Comanche road" in Chapter II. 

Cross Fours (132)—Ranch owned by Mac McGovem at which Billy and John Grady 

work. No reference to this place name appears on Bureau of Land Management 

topographical maps of the area, and local sources are unable to idenfify the 

reference (Morrow). It is likely that McCarthy fictionalized this ranch, which the 

text indicates is "out of Orogrande" (see Figure 4.1). 

Cuatro Cienegas (205)—See "Bols6n de Cuatro Cienagas" in Chapter II. 

Cuesta del Burro (27)—Mountain range southwest of Alpine, Texas, over which Billy 

observes a storm forming. The Cuesta del Burro range extends south and east, 

diagonally bisecting central Presidio County, Texas. 

De Baca County, New Mexico (289)—See "De Baca County, New Mexico" in Chapter 

m. 
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Del Rio (115)—One of the destinations of the eastbound train out of El Paso, the hom of 

which Mac recalls hearing when, in the past, he would spend nights at the house 

on the southeastemmost section of the ranch. See also "Del Rio, Texas" in 

Chapter II. 

Dimmitt, Texas (21)—Texas town in which Troy and Gene nearly get into a fight over 

the dead hares in their grille. The county seat of Castro County, Dimmitt is 

located approximately seventy miles southwest of Amarillo. 

Doane's store (125)—Store at the Red River crossing point of Dodge City Cattle Trail 

mentioned in Mr. Johnson's anecdote (see Figure 4.2). 

Dos Mundos (204)—Juarez hotel in which John Grady sees Magdalena alive for the last 

time. 

Edgefield district (185)—Area in South Carolina from which, according to Mr. Johnson, 

some of the rough "mountain people" who settled the West came. 

El Capitan (38)—Peak which John Grady observes to his east on a moming ride. 

Located in northwestem Culberson County, Texas, El Capitan (elevation 8085 

feet) is south/southwest of Guadalupe Peak (elevafion 8749 feet), the highest peak 

in Texas. 

El Paso, Texas (21, 264)—The sister city of Juarez, Mexico, from which it is divided by 

the Rio Grande River. El Paso is located in El Paso County, the westernmost 

county of Texas, approximately fifty miles south of Orogrande, New Mexico (see 

Figure 2.5). 

Fabens (51)—Texas town to which Wolfenbarger wants John Grady to accompany him 

to inspect a horse. Fabens is located on the Mexico border, approximately 
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twenty-five miles southeast of El Paso. 

Florida (236)—Juarez bar in which Billy has a drink before confronting Eduardo on the 

day of Magdalena's murder. 

Fort Bliss (37)—Originally established in 1848 as an army outpost to defend against 

hostile Indians and to guard land acquired during the Mexican War, the fort was 

headquarters to Confederate troops during the Civil War. Today it is "a U. S. 

Army Air Defense Center for rocket research and combat training for allied 

nations" (Texas 38). During the 1940s the fort expanded "from a few thousand 

acres to more than one million, becoming roughly seventy-five miles long and 

fifty-four miles wide. Most of its area is in [Otero County] New Mexico" (Metz, 

"Fort Bhss"). 

Fort Collins, Colorado (123)—Home of Mr. Johnson before his adopfion of Margaret 

after the death of his brother. Fort Collins is approximately sixty miles north of 

Denver in Larimer County, of which it is the county seat. 

Fort Davis, Texas (29)—West Texas town in which Billy, Elton, and Troy finish their 

ride on the day of Billy and Troy's vish to Elton's ranch. Sharing the name of the 

nearby fort founded in 1854 "at crossroads of famous Chihuahua Trail and 

Butterfield Overiand Mail Route" (Texas Department of Transportation 119), Fort 

Davis is the county seat of Jeff Davis County. It is located approximately two 

hundred miles southeast of El Paso. 

Fort Sumner, New Mexico (265)—See "Fort Sumner, New Mexico" in Chapter III. 

Franklin Mountains (7, 184)—Mountain range west of the Cross Fours headquarters 

and north of El Paso through which Billy, John Grady, and the other men hunt 
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wild dogs. 

Gardner Hotel (264)—El Paso hotel in which Billy is living in 2001 or 2002. Located 

at 311 East Franklin Avenue, the Gardner "is the oldest continually operating 

hotel in the city" {Gardner Hotel Home Page). 

Guadalupe Mountains—For first reference (10), see "Guadalupes" in Chapter III. The 

second reference (27) is to the larger range of mountains north of Ehon's ranch 

and extending from southeastem Otero County, New Mexico, into northem 

Culberson and Hudspeth Counties in Texas (see Figure 4.1). 

highway 166 (30)—Highway located in central Jeff Davis County on which Billy and 

Troy meet the "tmckload of Mexicans" with a flat fire shortly after leaving 

Elton's ranch. 

Ignacio Mejia (7, 37)—Juarez street up which John Grady must pass to reach the Santos 

Degollado, the street on which La Venada is located. 

Indian Territory, 1885 (125)—Mr. Johnson recounts crossing the Red River into Indian 

Territory, the name of present-day Oklahoma. The territory was occupied almost 

exclusively by Nafive Americans until the 1890's, when it was settled by non-

Indian residents. Indian Territory, later called the Oklahoma Territory, became a 

state in 1907. 

Jarillas (38)—Small mountain range located north and slightly west of Orogrande, New 

Mexico (see Figure 4.1). 

Jeff Davis County (25)—West Texas county in which Elton's ranch is located (see 

Figure 2.5). 

Juarez Avenue (7)—Major avenue in Juarez onto which John Grady and others pass as 
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they cross the intemational bridge from El Paso into Ciudad Juarez. 

Kentucky Club (246)—Juarez bar in which John Grady has a whiskey before going to 

the White Lake to confront and ultimately kill Eduardo. 

La Esperanza del Mundo (139)—Translated "The Hope of the World," this is the 

brothel to which Magdalena is taken, at the age of thirteen, by the man who 

procures her as settlement for a gambling debt. 

La Venada (56)—Juarez brothel on Santos Degollado in which John Grady first sees 

Magdalena. 

Langtry (115)—One of the destinafions of the eastbound train out of El Paso, the hom of 

which Mac recalls hearing when, in the past, he would spend nights at the house 

on the southeastemmost section of the ranch. See also "Langtry, Texas" in 

Chapter II. 

Las Cruces, New Mexico (12)—City in which Mac and Margaret McGovem meet at a 

church supper. Las Cmces is approximately forty-five miles northwest of El Paso 

in central Dona Ana County, of which it is the county seat. Though no direct 

route exists between Orogrande and Las Cmces, which are divided by Fort Bliss 

Military Reservation, the towns are approximately forty miles apart. 

Limpia Hotel (29)—Fort Davis hotel in front of which Billy, Troy, and Elton unsaddle 

and load their horses. The inn, now a bed and breakfast, was established in 1884 

and relocated to its present site, across from the county courthouse, in 1912 

(Butson). 

Majestic Theater (205)—San Antonio theater to which, in All the Pretty Horses, John 

Grady travels to see his mother perform in a play. 
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Marathon, Texas (115)—One of the destinafions of the eastbound train out of El Paso, 

the hom of which Mac recalls hearing when, in the past, he would spend nights at 

the house on the southeastemmost secfion of the ranch. Marathon is located in 

northeastem Brewster County (see Figure 2.5). 

Marfa (115)— One of the destinafions of the eastbound train out of El Paso, the hom of 

which Mac recalls hearing when, in the past, he would spend nights at the house 

on the southeastemmost section of the ranch. Marfa is located in the northeastem 

comer of Presidio County, of which it is the county seat (see Figure 2.5). 

Mariscal Street (37, 228)—Street in Juarez. 

Matadors (122)—Ranch for which Mr. Johnson once worked. See "Matadors" in 

Chapter III. 

Maud's (116)—Bar in which John Grady, Billy, and other local ranch hands congregate. 

The text does not make clear the town in which it is located; local sources are 

unable to verify its previous or present existence in Orogrande. 

McGovern's ranch (11)—See "Cross Fours" above. 

McGregor Ranch (230)—John Grady rides across the westernmost section of this ranch 

in the hours after Magdalena's death. An actual ranch located east and south of 

Orogrande, much of it was leased by the government in the mid-1940s. After 

renewing the lease once, the government leased the land "in perpetuity" for 

military exercises (Cox). The ranch is now part of the McGregor Range on Fort 

Bhss. 

McNew spread (38)—Ranch which John Grady observes in the distance as he rides in 

the Jarillas. The McNew Ranch was headquartered approximately five miles 
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north of Orogrande and is now part of Fort Bliss Military Reservafion (Morrow, 

Cox). 

Mejia (7)—See "Ignacio Mejia" above. 

Mesilla (84)—^New Mexico town in which Billy and the other cowboys attend a dance on 

the night of John Grady's first failed attempt to liberate Magdalena from her life 

of prosfitution. Also called La Mesilla, the town, established in the late 1500s by 

Mexican colonists and a crossroads of the El Camino Real and the Butterfield 

Overland Stagecoach route, abuts the southem edge of present-day Las Cmces 

(Legarde and Laine 273). 

Moderno (86)—Juarez bar in which John Grady consults with the blind maestro 

conceming his relationship with Magdalena. 

Napoleon (7, 37)—Juarez restaurant located on Ignacio Mejia street. 

Nyarit (88)—^Mexican state, also spelled Nayarit, in which hunting dog owners Archer 

and Travis lose a favorite dog to a jaguar attack. Nyarit is located in westem 

Mexico and bordered by the Pacific Ocean (see Figure 2.4). 

Ogallala (124)—^Nebraska town near which Mr. Johnson recalls hearing thousands of 

geese pass overhead during the night while working, in his youth, as a cowboy. 

The seat of Keith County in southwestem Nebraska, Ogallala is located on the 

north bank of the South Platte River. 

Ojinaga (194)—Mexican city in which the godchild in the maestro's anecdote kills a 

man in 1907. Ojinaja is located in northeastem Chihuahua, south of its American 

sister city of Presidio, Texas, from which it is separated by the Rio Grande (see 

Figure 3.3). 
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Orogrande, New Mexico (132)—Town "out o f which the Cross Fours Ranch is 

located. Thirty-five miles south of Alamogordo on Highway 54, Orogrande was 

at one time a thriving mining town with a peak populafion of 2000-2500, a 32-bed 

hospital, a weekly newspaper, and a railroad spur at the tum of the century. The 

town began to diminish in population as mining activity decreased; all mining 

operations had virtually ceased by 1930 (Charies). Now bordered by Fort Bliss 

Military Reservation and other lands leased by the United States Army for 

military training and testing, the town has dwindled to two convenience stores, a 

cafe, a post office, and a handful of residents (see Figure 4.1). 

panhandle (22)—Area of Texas in which Troy works after his military discharge. The 

designation refers to the northernmost, roughly rectangular area of Texas that is 

bordered by New Mexico to the west and Oklahoma to the north and east. 

Permian Basin (152)—Oil-rich region of west Texas in which Oren was at one time an 

oilfield roustabout, the basin is named for the geologic age in which much of the 

rock from which petroleum was formed was produced (see Figure 2.2). 

Platte River (124)—River near which Mr. Johnson recalls hearing thousands of geese 

pass overhead during the night while working, in his youth, as a cowboy. The 

Platte extends from its headwaters in northem Colorado and through southeastem 

Wyoming before bisecting Nebraska and flowing into the Missouri River near 

Omaha. 

Portales, New Mexico (290)—Town "just outside o f which Billy is living, with a 

family who takes him in, in the closing scene of the novel. The seat of Roosevelt 

County, Portales is located in eastem New Mexico near the Texas/New Mexico 
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border (see Figure 3.4). 

Presidio (27)—Texas border town which Elton, Troy, and Billy reach as they ride 

through the countryside surrounding the ranch managed by Elton. Located in 

southem Presidio County and directly north of its Mexican sister city of Ojinaja, 

Chihuahua, from which it is separated by the Rio Grande, Presidio is 

approximately seventy miles southwest of Alpine (see Figure 3.3). 

Puebia (139)—Mexican state in which Magdalena unsuccessfully attempts to escape a 

life of forced prostitution. Puebia is located in the southem portion of the 

country (see Figure 2.4). 

Red Cock (56)—One of the brothels to which the Mexican taxi driver takes John Grady 

as they search for Magdalena. 

Red River (125)—Mr. Johnson recalls crossing this river which separated Texas and 

Indian Country (present-day Oklahoma) in 1885. The river, which at 1360 miles 

"is exceeded in length only by the Rio Grande among rivers associated with 

Texas," has its "original source" in Curry County, New Mexico. The river forms 

480 miles of the northem border of Texas (Kingston 86, 70). 

Rio Grande River (10)—River forming the border between Mexico and Texas in which 

Magdalena's dead body is submerged. See "Rio Grande" in Chapter II. 

Sacramentos (116)—Mountain range northeast of the Cross Fours Ranch in northeastem 

Otero County (see Figure 4.1). 

Saltillo (205)—See "Saltillo" in Chapter II. 

San Angelo (114)— See "San Angelo, Texas" in Chapter II. 

San Antonio (205)— See "San Antonio, Texas" in Chapter H. 
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Sanderson, Texas (33)—Destination of the Mexican travelers whom Billy and Troy help 

with a flat tire. The seat of Terrell County, Sanderson is located approximately 

eighty-five miles east of Alpine. 

Santos Degollado (37, 56)—Juarez street on which La Venada is located. 

Sierra Blanca (115)—One of the destinafions of the eastbound train out of El Paso, the 

hom of which Mac recalls hearing when, in the past, he would spend nights at the 

house on the southeastemmost section of the ranch. The seat of Hudspeth 

County, Sierra Blanca is approximately eighty miles southeast of El Paso. 

Sierra Viejas (27)—^Mountain range over which Troy, Elton, and Billy observe a storm 

forming as they ride through the countryside surrounding the ranch managed by 

Elton. 

Sonora (90)— See "Sonora" in Chapter III and Figure 2.4. 

South El Paso Street (7)—El Paso street onto which the ranch hands emerge as they 

cross the bridge over the intemational boundary, formed by the Rio Grande, from 

Juarez, Mexico, to El Paso, Texas. 

Spurlocks (90)—Ranch for which Archer worked as a cattle buyer in Mexico as a 

younger man. 

Tlaxcala (37, 236)—Juarez street on which the Modemo is located. 

Tularosa Basin (62)—Area that Mr. Johnson speculates will eventually be claimed for 

use by the army. The basin is the arid, low-lying valley between the San Andres 

and Sacramento Mountain ranges, both of which mn north and south. The basin 

is predominantly in westem Otero County (see Figure 4.1). 

Valencia pasture (170)—Portion of the Cross Fours Ranch through which John Grady 
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and Billy ride. Local sources are unable to identify this reference (Cox, Morrow). 

Van Horn, Texas (35, 115)—Town through which Billy and Troy pass on their way to 

Elton's ranch. Van Hom is also one of the desfinations of the eastbound train out 

of El Paso, the hom of which Mac recalls hearing when, in the past, he would 

spend nights at the house on the southeastemmost section of the ranch. The seat 

of Culberson County, Van Hom is located approximately 120 miles southeast of 

El Paso and 110 miles northwest of Alpine. 

White Lake (58)—Expensive Juarez brothel at which, under the scmtiny of Eduardo, 

Magdalena is working after leaving La Venada. 

Wilde well (126)—Well (pronounced "Wile-dee") at which, according to Mr. Johnson, 

the "old headquarters" of the Cross Fours Ranch was located. The well, drilled by 

John H. Wilde, is "eight miles east of Orogrande and 32 miles south of 

Alamogordo" ("San Augustin Ranch"). 

Wyoming Street (89)—El Paso street on which Archer lived as a child. 
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• U B L I C O F M E X I C O °orto/Emry 

Figure 4.1. Otero County and Surrounding Area 

Source: Excerpted from New Mexico State Highway and Transportation Department and 
New Mexico Department of Tourism. Official Highway Map of New Mexico. No 
date. 

115 



T R A I L S 

Apilene (Chisholm) 
^ — E l l s w o r t h - Newton 

Elm Spring - Dodge C 
____>Sedalia - Baxter Spr 

Dodge Ci ty (Western) 
Goodnignt (Pecos) 

PLATE m. CATTLE TRAILS 

Figure 4.2. Cattle Trails. 

Source: Excerpted from Manfred R. Wolfenstine. The .Manual of Brands and Marks. 
Norman: U of Oklahoma P, 1970. 
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CHAPTER V 

CULTURAL ALLUSIONS IN THE BORDER TRILOGY 

Alphabetically listed below are cultural references that may not be familiar to the 

average reader. Page numbers indicate the first mention of the term. Decisions about 

what terms should be included in this list are necessarily discretionary, since they are 

based on suppositions about what constitutes an "average reader." No attempt has been 

made to analyze the importance of a reference, or even to situate it within the context of 

the novel; rather, the sole aim in this secfion is to annotate the text. The page number on 

which the reference may be found follows the entry. Abbreviations are as follows: All 

the Pretty Horses (APH), The Crossing (CR), and Cities of the Plain (CP). 

agave worm (357, CR)—This worm taken from the agave cactus, which is fermented to 

make mescal (mezcal), is often put into the mescal bottle. The worm is 

sometimes eaten as a sign of machismo; some drinkers attribute to the worm a 

hallucinogenic effect. 

Andalusian (16, APH)—Also called "Spanish Horse" or "Spanish pony," the Andalusian 

is a breed originating in Southem Spain and introduced by Spanish explorers. 

Gentle and docile, with almond-shaped eyes, a short and powerful neck, and a 

silky mane, the Andalusian stands about 15.2 hands (62 inches) tall (Edwards 

106-107) (see Figure 5.1). 

Arbuckle coffeeboxes (145, CP)—Coffee company begun in the 1860s by John 

Arbuckle. Arbuckle introduced the first national coffee brand, "Arioso," known 

as "the coffee that won the West." He is credited with introducing many patents 
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for coffee-processing techniques and with advertising innovations such as issuing 

premiums and including trading cards in coffee packages (Rev. of Arbuckles). 

arnica (316, CR)—Herb purported to reduce inflammafion and decrease pain. "It has 

anfi-bacterial and anti-inflammatory qualities that can reduce pain and swelling, 

improving wound healing" {Herbal Information Center). 

awol bag (246, APH; 265, CP)—See musette bag. 

Barb (16, APH)—Beheved to be the second oldest breed of horses, the Barb is a desert 

horse with an arched neck, rounded quarters, slender legs, and narrow feet. 

Originating in Northem Africa, the Barb was introduced into Spain by Muslim 

invaders of the eighth century; they thus contributed to the development of the 

Spanish Horse. Standing 14.2 to 15.2 hands high (58 to 62 inches), they are "not 

beautiful, but one of the toughest and most enduring breeds in the world" 

(Denhardt 66-67) (see Figure 5.1). 

"Beware gentle knight. There is no greater monster than reason." (146, APH)— 

Quotation attributed by Rocha to Cervantes' Don Quixote. The quotation does 

not appear in the widely-used 1885 John Ormsby translation, or the 1611 Thomas 

Shelton translation, of the novel. 

Big Rock Candy Mountains (55, APH)—Ideahzed "land of milk and honey" described 

in a traditional hobo ballad. 

Billy horse (101, APH)—Offspring of Billy, a Quarter Horse stallion responsible for 

"proliferating the breed during the early part of the twentieth century . . . [by 

founding] the Billy strain of horses. Traveler, Dan Tucker, and Peter McCue" 

(Beckmann). 
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Blue Ribbons (116, CP)—Beer brewed by Pabst Brewing Company in Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin. 

bluetick (115, CR; 159, CP)—One of six breeds of coonhound used for hunting and 

treeing prey. 

Booger Red (58, APH)—Quarter Horse offspring of Traveler (Denhardt 44). 

bosal (82, CR)—Braided rawhide noseband (Dary 48). 

Brazilian Grand Prix (114, APH)—Quarter Horse race in which, according to John 

Grady, Three Bars has mn. 

caldillo (38, CP)—Stew made of green chihes, beef or pork, onion, garlic, and potatoes. 

Candelaria (116, CP)—Spanish name for Candlemas Day. 

Candlemas Day (116, CP)—Celebrated on Febmary 2 in the United States, this holiday 

"celebrates the presentation of the Christ child in the temple and the purification 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary 40 days after she gave birth to Jesus" ("Major 

Rehgious Holidays," 241). 

Carhart coat (171, CR)—Brand-name of heavy canvas, lined coat often wom by 

cattlemen. Actually spelled "Carhartt" but often written with only one "t," 

Carhartt Clothing Company, established in 1889 by Hamilton Carhartt, is 

headquartered in Dearbom, Michigan. As of 2000, the Carhartt Company was 

still producing ranch wear. 

catherinewheel (125, CR)—a pinwheel-like firework that throws out flames as it whiris, 

it is named for "the instmment of torture involved in the martyrdom of St. 

Catherine of Alexandria" {Webster's). 

Cessna plane (112, APH)—Airplane buih by the Cessna Aircraft Company, founded in 
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1927 by Clyde Cessna. 

Chicago World's Fair, 1833-1933, A Century of Progress (345, CR)—"Held in 

Chicago in 1933-34, the exposifion exhibited important scientific and industrial 

developments of the preceding century. The fair was notable also for its modem 

architecture" ("Exhibitions and Expositions"). 

cities of the plain (142, CR; tifle, CP)—The cifies of Sodom and Gomorrah that God 

destroys, for their camality, by raining down fire and brimstone. The phrase 

comes from Genesis 19:29: "And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities 

of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the 

overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in which Lot dweh" (Authorized King 

James Version). The phrase is also used for one volume, Soddom and Gomorrah: 

Cities of the Plain (1921-1922) of Marcel Proust's mulfi-volume novel 

Remembrance of Things Past (1913-1927). 

Clay Robinson and Co, 1928 calendar (145, CP)—Livestock concem who published 

the Weekly Livestock Report (Culley 296). 

Colt Bisley (47, APH)—A large frame, single-action pistol introduced by Colt in 1895 

(Garavaglia and Worman 271). 

Corona Salve (29, CR)—Brand name of antiseptic salve used to dress animal wounds. 

Crawford Sykes (115, APH)—^Named for the breeder who owned its dam (mother), 

Crawford Sykes was the first Quarter Horse stallion bought for breeding, in 1907, 

by Wilham Anson (Denhardt 136). 

dally (48, CP)—To secure a roped animal by tying and wrapping the free end of the rope 

to one's saddlehom with great speed. Cowboys leamed the technique from 
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vaqueros and shortened the Spanish term da la vuelta, meaning "to tum around," 

to dally (Dary 31). 

D E P (389, CK)—Descansa en Paz (Rest in Peace). 

Destry (59, CP)—Character invented by Frederick Faust, whose best-known pen name 

was Max Brand. Destry is the hero of the westem novel Destry Rides Again 

(1930). 

do agudo (228, CR)—A "high C" note. 

dolmens (388, CR)—Prehistoric monuments formed by placing rocks horizontally upon 

a base of stones vertically positioned. 

dry lightning (11, APH)—Lightning accompanied by little or no rain. The phenomenon 

occurs when rain from thunderstorms evaporates before it reaches the ground. 

Earl of Litchfield (116, APH)—Brifish thle of peerage, or nobility. 

El Toros (223, APH; 227, CR)—Brand of cigarettes. 

election (147, CR)—"The doctrine, held by Calvinists in particular, that God has chosen 

a certain number of his creatures, the elect, to inherit etemal salvation and 

doomed others to etemal damnation" (Pike). 

Euclid truck (289, CP)—Begun in 1931, the Euclid Road Machinery Company of 

Euclid, Ohio, produces heavy tmcks for industrial use. The off-highway dump 

tmcks are a distinctive yellow ("History"). 

F W Axtell windmill (41, APH)—Company located in Fort Worth, Texas, that 

manufactures windmills. In 1950 its San Angelo office was located at 500 S. Oak 

{Worley's). 

feathers (167, APH)—Slang for pubic hair. Blevins' lack of pubic hair indicates that he 
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is likely much younger than he claims to be. 

Fish brand slicker (145, CP)—Brand name of slicker, a long, waterproof coat made of 

oil-treated cloth. 

Fisher-Miller grant (6, APH)—See "Meusebach survey of the Fisher-Miller grant" 

in Chapter VI. 

five-gaited (CP, 6)—Indicates the five manners in which a saddle-bred horse moves: 

walk, trot, canter, slow gait, and rack (Edwards 387). 

flowery boundary tree (37, APH)—See "Will you miss me . . . when I'm gone" below. 

four-F (344, CR; 26, CP)—Military designafion signifying ineligibility for military 

service due to physical disability. 

frog (45, CP)—The "mbbery pad of hom in the sole of the [horse's] foot, which acts as a 

shock absorber" (Edwards 387). 

golondrina (316, CR)—Also called euphorbia (Duke), this plant is often used 

medicinally to ease breathing ("Medicinal of the Month"). 

government forty-five (184, CP)—See "U S Government 45 automatic pistols" 

below. 

grail (5, APH)—According to Medieval legend, "the cup or platter used by Jesus at the 

Last Supper, and by Joseph of Arimathea to collect drops of Jesus' blood at the 

Cmcifixion: the quest for the grail, which disappeared, is treated in Malory's 

Morte d' Arthur, Wagner's Parsifal, etc." {Webster's). The grail is often called 

the "Holy Grail." 

Greener guns (132, APH)—Guns manufactured by Brifish gun manufacturer W. W. 

Greener of Birmingham, England. Throughout his life. Greener specialized in 
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producing muzzle-loading shotguns. He "helped to establish his own reputation 

by publication of The Gun, a detailed treatise on shotguns, in 1834" (Garavaglia 

and Worman 271). 

Guzman (143, APH)—See "Guzman, Martin Luis" in Chapter VI. 

gypwater (38, APH)—Water that is unpalatable and unsuitable to drink because it 

contains a high concentration of minerals. 

Hackamore—Halter (see Figure 5.2). 

hand, as a unit of measure (126, APH)—Four inches. 

hogrings (118, APH)—Metal clips which, when squeezed together, form a circular or 

triangular fastener. 

honda (54, CR)—The eye through which a rope is mn to form a loop for roping an 

animal (Dary 154). 

hoolihan (253, CR)—A maneuver in which a cowboy swings a lariat one revolution and 

tosses it over the head of an animal. It is quicker than an overhand swing (Dary 

154). 

howitzer (280, CR)—A wheel-mounted field gun with a twelve- to thirty-caliber barrel 

(Cleator 130). 

"John Grady Cole was a rugged old soul . . . with a buckskin belly and a rubber 

asshole" (76, CP)—Parody of the Mother Goose nursery rhyme "Old King Cole." 

The rhyme is also sung as a drinking song (Rivers). 

Jose Chiquito/Little Joe (101, APH)—Little Joe (1904-1929) was a stud horse sired by 

Traveler and owned by George Clegg of Alice, Texas. Due to the quality of his 

offspring, he is one of the most significant horses to the development of the 
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Quarter Horse in the twentieth century (Griffith). 

Judas (368, CR)—The disciple who betrays Jesus to the chief priests in Matthew 26: 14-

16. 

judas-hole (157, APH)—A "peephole or small window, as in the door of a prison cell" 

{Webster's). 

Judgment Day (60, APH)—Reference to the day on which Jesus will retum to judge the 

sins of the hving described, among other places, in Romans 14:10-12. 

King's Own (134, APH)—Chess move invented by Pollock and used by Alfonsa to 

defeat John Grady in their third game of chess on the night of their first meeting. 

kissing one's fingers (244, APH; 324, CR)—In Mexican tradifion, kissing the finger 

with which one makes the sign of the cross is customary (Heath). 

Lee Brothers' line of blueticks (38, CROSS; 88, CP)—The American Blue Gascon 

Hound Association lists the Lee Brothers among those significant to "the Gascon 

hound history of the early 1900s" (Morgan). 

Lent (215, CP)—"The period in the Christian Year from Ash Wednesday to Easter Eve, 

of which the 40 week-days (but not the Sundays) should be observed as days of 

fasting" (Pike). 

Madonna (299, CR; 37, CP)—Also called the Virgin Mary, Madonna (Italian for "My 

Lady") refers to Mary, the mother of Christ. 

maggie ropes (121, APH)—See "maguey ropes" below. 

maguey ropes (162, CP)—Rope constmcted of the fiber of the maguey plant. The rope 

throws fast and ties quickly because it is hard, but it has a tendency to stiffen 

when wet or break easily when fied hard and fast (Dary 155). 
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manzanilla (316, CR)—Also known as chamomile, manzanilla has a long history as an 

herbal cure in Hispanic cultures. Among other applications, it is utilized to treat 

depression and to sedate ("Chamomile"). 

Marble huntingknife (223, APH)—Brand name of knives produced by Marble's, a knife 

manufacturing company founded in 1898 by Webster Marble. 

"meek shall inherit the earth, the" (13, APH)—Matthew 5:5 attributes this blessing, 

from the Sermon on the Mount, to Jesus: "Blessed are the meek: for they shall 

inherit the earth" (Authorized King James Version). 

Mennonites (91, CR; 147, APH)—Evangelical Protestant sect who emerged in 

Switzerland in 1820. They embrace pacifism and separatism, historically 

choosing simple, mral life ("Mennonites"). 

Mexican cemetery (300, APH)—Located on the west side of Knickerbocker, the 

Mexican cemetery is the result of de facto segregation based on religious 

affiliation. Predominantly-Catholic Hispanics were buried in the Catholic 

Cemetery, while white Protestants were buried in a separate cemetery, or in a 

separate section of the same cemetery. McCarthy's sequencing of familiar names 

on grave markers is consistent with the organization of the Catholic Cemetery in 

Knickerbocker (Campbell). 

milagro (298, CR)—The Spanish word for "miracle" or "wonder," a milagro is a small 

charm, usually metal, wom or carried as a symbol of a thing prayed for. 

molcajete (354, CR)—Bowl rounded out of lava rock in which spices are ground, or 

salsa is made. It resembles a mortar and pestle in appearance and function. 

"money to pay the priest, they had no" (86, CR)—It is customary and tacitly expected 
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to pay priests as a token of grafitude for performing marriage ceremonies (Heath). 

Mormons (140, CR)—In the 1880s, polifical conditions became increasingly hostile 

toward members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, or Mormons, 

in Utah and Arizona. The Edmunds Law denied Mormons who practiced 

polygamy the right to vote, and church leaders were forced into hiding as anti-

Mormon sentiment ran high. As a result, church leaders considered colonization 

of Mexico. In January 1885, church leaders sent word to members "that a 

gathering place had been designated and that those who felt in danger of 

prosecution under the Edmunds Law should depart immediately to the valley of 

the Casas Grandes (River) in Chihuahua, Mexico" (Whetten 6-7). Over the 

next decade, eight major Mormon colonies, or colonias, were established in 

Chihuahua and Sonora (Whetten 68). 

mountain oyster (63, APH)—Also called calf fries, Rocky Mountain oysters, and prairie 

oysters, these are the cooked testicles of calves. 

musette bag (402, CR)—A small bag made of canvas or leather. 

norther—A strong, cold storm blowing across the Southem Plains from the north, often 

accompanied by high winds, rain, sleet, or snow. 

ocotillo (73, APH; 173, CP)—A spindly pine with offshoots from the roots and bright red 

flowers clustered at the tips. The dried resinous branches of the plant are often 

used for torches. 

Old Grandad (66, CP)—Bourbon whiskey brewed in Clermont, Kentucky, 

Oneida (145, CP)—See "Sewell, Newhouse" in Chapter VI. 

"ox was in the ditch?. What if our" (157, CP)—Reference to Jesus' response to the 
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Phansees when questioned about performing miracles on the Sabbath day. Luke 

14:5 states that Jesus "answered them, saying, 'Which of you shall have an ass or 

an ox fallen into a pit, and will not straightway pull him out on the sabbath day?'" 

(Authorized King James Version) 

pachuco (96, CP)—A term implying suavity and masculinity, often appropriated by the 

gang culture to describe a respected member (Heath). 

pachuco cross (198, APH)—Cross tattooed on the back of the hand between the thumb 

and forefinger. It is a symbol of status as a pachuco (Heath). 

poker tell (60, CP)—A gesture or expression which reveals to an observant poker player 

the nature of an opponent's hand of cards. 

Pollock (134, APH)—William Henry Krause Pollock (1859-1896), an English author and 

chess player (Mascheroni). He was Irish Chess Association champion in 1885 

and 1886 ("History of the Early Champions"). 

pulque (317, CR)—A Mexican fermented drink distilled from maguey cactus. 

punche (93, CR)—Likely a variation of pinche, a vulgar slang term for "awful" or 

"nasty" (Heath). 

Punchinello (228, CR)—Clown character derived from the traditions of the Roman 

clown and country bumpkin. More modem roots can be traced to a character in 

seventeenth-century commedia dell 'arte. He is usually in conflict with authority 

("Punchinello"). 

Quarter Horse—Horse breed resulting from the breeding of descendants of horses of 

Spanish explorers with thoroughbred horses from England. The oldest all-

American breed. Quarter Horses were first bred in Virginia in the seventeenth 
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century, though attempts to catalog pedigrees of Quarter Horses did not begin 

until the late nineteenth centtiry. Their "speed, balance, and agility, as well as an 

uncanny instinct for the job, make the Quarter Horse the finest cow pony in the 

worid" (Edwards 228). The American Quarter Horse Associafion, formed in 

1940, carefully researches and tracks pedigree for the breed (see Figure 5.1). 

quinceanera (232, APH)—A coming of age celebrafion given on a giri's fifteenth 

birthday to signify that she is becoming a woman and taking on a woman's 

responsibilifies. Usually it is accompanied by a mass. 

Quinquagesima Sunday (219, CP)—The Sunday before Lent {Webster's). 

RFD Number (72, CR)— Often part of a mral mailing address, RFD is the abbreviation 

for "Rural Free Delivery" service. 

Ranchero music (161, APH)—Folk music played by untrained musicians, characterized 

by simplicity and usually played on guitars (Heath). 

reata (109, CR;175, CP)—Lariat, rope. 

redbone (115, CR)—One of six breeds of coonhound developed for hunting and treeing 

prey. 

Reo truck (158, CP)—Ransom Eli Olds tmcks, founded in Lansing, Michigan. The 

company has produced tmcks since 1905 {RE Olds Transportation). 

remuda (108, APH)—The stock of horses used by a ranching outfit (Dary 289). 

roustabout (152, CP)—An unskilled oilfield laborer. 

saddle (116, CR)—The back of an animal, such as a dog, where a saddle would be wom 

{Webster's). 

Saltillo blanket (72, CR)—See "Saltillo scrape" below. 
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Saltillo serape (289, CR)—Named for their place of origin, Sahillo blankets are brightly-

colored, geometrically intricate cloths, usually woven out of wool. They are often 

used as saddle blankets and cloaks (Heath). 

Sam Jones (115)—The third Quarter Horse stalhon bought for breeding, in 1910, by 

William Anson. The horse was seventeen years old at the time (Denhardt 136). 

"Satan hath power to assume a pleasing form" (25, CP)—Approximate quotation of 

Hamlet's words in Act II, scene 2 of Wilham Shakespeare's Hamlet: "The devil 

hath power/To assume a pleasing shape." 

Spanish ponies (115, APH)—See "Andalusian" above. 

Steeldust (16, APH)—Designation referring to cow horses sired by Steel Dust, a 

legendary racer "Foaled in Kentucky around 1843 and brought to Texas a year 

later." These descendants of Steel Dust were "valued for their speed and were 

sought by cowboys for use on ranches" (Beckmann). 

stereopticon (132, APH)—An early apparatus for viewing slide projecfions, similar in 

function to a modem child's Viewmaster toy for viewing slides around the 

perimeter of a round cardboard disk. 

Sun Carnival Queen (201, CP)—Part of the New Year's Day Sun Bowl game at the 

University of Texas—El Paso (formerly Westem Texas College), coronation of 

the Sun Camival Queen dates back to the first bowl game in 1936. Candidates for 

queen must be full-time, unmarried students of the university ("Wells Fargo"). 

Tarahumara (104,192-93, CR)—Indigenous tribe of Mexico whose territory ranges 

primarily through the Sierra Tarahumara, a geographically-isolated region of 
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Chihuahua ("Chihuahua," Microsoft Encarta). 

Temple, Shirley's, divorce (13, APH)—Reference to Shiriey Temple's divorce from 

actor John Agar, to whom she was married from 1945 to 1949. 

Third Infantry Zippo (7, APH; 6, CP)—From 1943 to the end of World War H in 1945, 

"Zippo's entire production was shipped to the PXs for the soldiers in combat 

around the worid" ("Zippo and the Military"). 

"Those who do not know history are condemned to repeat it" (239, APH)—Quotation 

of George Santayana (1863-1952), Spanish-bom philosopher who wrote The Life 

of Reason. This phrase is often translated, "Those who cannot remember the past 

are condemned to repeat it." 

Three Bars (114, APH)—Quarter Horse (1940-1968) bred and foaled at Monterey Farm 

(K.Jones). He was sold to Sid Vail of Douglas, Arizona. Sire to many legendary 

racers. Three Bars "has had more influence on the Quarter Horse breed than any 

other horse" (Martin). 

thumbprint of ash on forehead—On Ash Wednesday, priests place ash on the forehead 

of believers to symbolize the beginning of Lent, a season of penitence. 

Trapping North American Furbearers—See "Hawbaker, S. Stanley" in Chapter VI. 

Traveler-Ronda line (101, APH)—Traveler (1900?) was a workhorse pulling a scraper 

for the Texas and Pacific Railway, rising from nowhere, an "unknown sire [who] 

rose to become the great Quarter Horse sire of his generation" (Denhardt 42-43). 

See also "Billy horse" above. 

tumpline (92, CR)—Backpacks "supported by a strap slung across the forehead" ("Maya 

Civilization"). 
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U S Government 45 automatic pistols (95, CR)—The Coh .45M1911 has been "the 

U. S. Army's standard pistol from 1911 to the present day" (Hogg and 

Batchelor 92). 

Waco plane (371, CR)—Waco planes were the products of the Weaver Aircraft 

Company, founded in 1920 in Lorain, Ohio. "The trade name Waco (rhymes with 

taco) was coined from the titie letters of Weaver Aircraft Co." ("Airplanes"). The 

company produced warplanes from 1942 to 1945 and ceased production at the end 

of the war. 

waddy, waddies (96, APH; 12, CP)—Cowboy; cowboys. 

walker hounds, treeing (159, CP)—One of six breeds of coonhound developed for 

hunting and treeing prey. 

Wallace's The Horse of America (116, APH)—Self-published in 1897 by John Hankins 

Wallace (1822-1903), the work's full title is The Horse of America in His 

Derivation, History, and Development. 

Wars and rumors of wars (61, CP)—A reference to Jesus' response, in Matthew 24:6, 

to the question of when he will retum. "And ye shall hear of wars and mmours of 

wars: see that ye be not troubled: for all these things must come to pass, but the 

end is not yet" (Authorized King James Version). 

Waterfills y Frazier (356, CR)—Reference to Waterfill and Frazier, a bourbon whiskey 

distilled in Kentucky. 

Will you miss me . . . when I'm gone (37, APH)—Rawlins is singing the traditional 

folk song "Will You Miss Me When I'm Gone." His question, "What the hell is a 

flowery boundary tree?" indicates his misunderstanding of the lyrics, "When 
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death shall close these eyelids/And this heart shall cease to beat/And they lay me 

down to rest/In some flowery-bound retreat." 

Yaquis (104, CR)—Indigenous tribe of Mexico whose territory ranged primarily along 

the Rio Yaqui in Sonora. They revolted against encroachment on their native 

lands but were subdued in military campaigns between 1885 and 1909 (Miller 

267). 

zacateros (61, APH)—Haygatherers. 
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Quarter Horse 

Barb 

Andalusian 

Figure 5.1. Comparative Anatomy of Horse Breeds. 

Source: Excerpted from Elwyn Hartley Edwards. The Encyclopedia of the Horse. 
London: Dorling Kindersley, 1994. 
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. / A HACKAMORE (jaqwma) 

Figure 5.2. Tack. 

Source: Excerpted from David Dary. Cowboy Culture. New York: Knopf, 1982. 
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CHAPTER VI 

HISTORICAL ALLUSIONS IN THE BORDER TRILOGY 

Listed below are historical figures and events that are significant to an informed 

reading of the novel. As with the culttiral references, decisions about what items to 

include was discretionary; the index is in no way all-inclusive. No attempt has been 

made to analyze the importance of a reference, or even to situate it within the context of 

the novel; rather, the sole aim in this secfion is to annotate the text. 

1866—The "first cattle are driven through what was still Bexar County and across the 

north end of the ranch and on to Fort Sumner and Denver" (6, APH). This is a 

reference to the Goodnight-Loving Trail, established by Charles Goodnight and 

Oliver Loving. The entire route ran from Palo Pinto County in north central 

Texas, southward down the Butterfield Stage Coach route, then along the Pecos 

River northward to Denver. The route, almost twice as long as a direct route to 

Denver, allowed the men to avoid possible conflict with hostile Indians (see 

Figure 4.2). 

1886, drought and die-up of—Drought conditions plagued farmers and ranchers of 

Texas, along with the rest of the Great Plains and West, from 1884-86. The 

crisis, exacerbated by a winter blizzard, reached a peak in 1886. It is remembered 

as "One of the worst droughts in Texas history" (Dunn). 

1898—John Grady's grandfather's last two surviving brothers are killed in Puerto Rico, 

most likely as part of American forces fighting in the Spanish-American War. 

1918, influenza epidemic of—A global influenza epidemic that killed between 20 and 
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40 million people worldwide, half a million of whom were Americans ("Human 

Disease"). 

1953—^Married women eighteen years of age or older and single women twenty-one 

years of age or older gain the right to vote and hold elecfive office in Mexico. 

Angeles, Felipe—Loyahst general who opposed Zapata's forces on behalf of Francisco 

Madero during Madero's presidency. 

Anson, William (1872-1926)—Bom in England, Anson was a Texas rancher who moved 

to Coleman County, Texas, in 1893. He settled in Christoval, on the Head of the 

River Ranch, in 1902 (Campbell). His articles on Quarter Horse history were the 

first to demonstrate the Colonial origin of the breed (Denhardt 134). "Bloodlines 

of Anson's stallions can be found in almost every one of the bloodlines of the 

early breeders. Certainly Anson can be considered the dean of the Quarter Horse 

industry" (Denhardt 137-138). 

Apache May—Young girl found during a raid on an Apache camp in May 1896. When 

found, she was wearing a skirt made from an election poster stolen from the 

house of a victim of an Apache raid and a blouse made from the stolen skirt of 

another raid victim. She died in 1898 after catching fire from a washpot flame 

(Erwin 303-311). 

Babbitt—See "Hashknives" in Chapter III. 

Bataan Death March—A sixty-three mile, forced march of American and Filipino 

prisoners of war at the hands of the Japanese military under the leadership of 

Masaham Homma. Begun on April 9, 1942, the march took place on the Bataan 

Peninsula of the Philippines. Of the 70,000 soldiers who began the joumey, only 
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was 54,000 arrived at the site of their imprisonment. Camp O'Donnell. Homma 

executed in 1946 after the surrender of the Japanese ("Homma, Masaham"). 

Brinkley, John (1885-1942)—Medical chariatan and broadcaster who gained attention 

performing his "goat gland operation," designed to "restore male virility and 

fertility by implantafion of goat glands" into the scrotum (McFarland). After 

establishing the first radio station in Kansas but coming under scmtiny for his 

medical procedures, he moved to Villa Acufia, Mexico, and established radio 

station XER. His offices were in Del Rio, Texas. Eventually XER was 

refurbished and dubbed XERA, and its broadcast power was increased 

dramatically (Lowengard). 

Carranza, Venustiano—Govemor of Coahuila who, with Zapata and Villa, opposed 

Huerta. He became president after Huerta's ouster in 1914 and remained in office 

unfit 1920. 

Cervantes, Miguel de (1547-1616)—Spanish writer whose classic novel, Don Quixote 

(1605, 1615), is a satire of the romantic novel popular in its day. 

Colt, Sam—Inventor and gunsmith, Sam Colt patented and began producing his first 

revolver, a five-shot "Texas" or "Paterson" model, in 1836 (Garavaglia and 

Worman 97). His first "six-shooter" was patented in 1847 (Dary 80). 

Contreras, Calixto—Military leader who served under Pancho Villa. 

death march—See "Bataan Death March" above. 

Diaz, Porfirio—Mexican dictator from 1876 to 1911. He improved the economic and 

political status of Mexico; however, conditions for the majority of Mexican 

citizens, particularly peasants and Indians, were oppressive. He was overthrown 
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as a resuh of the Revolution of 1910. 

Fernandez de Lizardi, Joaquin (1776-1827)-Mexican joumalist, political activist, and 

writer. Femandez de Lizardi founded the newspaper El Pensador Mexicano {The 

Thinking Mexican) and is credited with penning the first Spanish-American novel. 

The Itching Parrot. 

Fountain, Albert (1838-1896)—A prominent Republican legislator and lawyer for the 

Southeastem New Mexico Stock Growers Association, Fountain and his son 

Henry vanished as they rode between Las Cmces and Tularosa. The two were 

presumed murdered. Democrat state legislator and rancher Oliver Lee, whose 

cowhands were the subject of a cattle-mstling investigation initiated by Fountain, 

was one of three men tried for the murder (Benke). Pat Garrett brought Lee and 

the other men to trial in 1899 in Hillsboro, New Mexico. All three men were 

acquitted (Metz, "Garretf). 

Francisco's book—La sucesion presidencial en 1910 {The Presidential Succession in 

1910), a book urging voters not to reelect President Porfirio Diaz ("Madero, 

Francisco Ignacio"). 

Guardia Blanca—It is likely that McCarthy is referring to paramilitary groups who 

intimidate and oppress peasant workers on behalf of ranchers (Forbis). 

Guzman, Martin Luis (1887-1976)—Political writer who served under Francisco 

Madero and went into exile in the United States and Spain from 1915 to 1920. 

Among his political positions were Mexican Ambassador to the United Nafions, 

1948, and Federal Senator from the federal district, 1970-1974 (Frederiksen). The 

book to which Rocha refers in All the Pretty Horses is likely El aguila y la 
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serpiente {The Eagle and the Serpent), a novelized account of the Mexican 

Revolufion published in 1928. An English translafion was published by Peter 

Smith in 1969. The reference may also be to Memorias de Pancho, a biography 

of Pancho Villa pubhshed in 1935. 

Hawbaker, S. Stanley—Hawbaker describes himself as "a naturalist and professional 

trapper" on the fitle page of his 1941 work Trapping North American Furbearers. 

Published by Craft Press in Fayetteville, Pennsylvania, the book is subtitled "A 

complete guide on trapping all North American Fur bearers for both Amateur and 

Professional, also bear hunting, tracks and tracking, lures and baits, skinning and 

handling fur, etc." The book has been published in multiple editions and is 

considered one of the preeminent texts on the topic of trapping. 

Hearst—See "La Babicora" in Chapter III. 

Herrera, Maclovio—Lieutenant under Pancho Villa. 

Huerta, Victoriano—^Revolutionary general responsible for the arrest and shooting of 

Francisco Madero in 1913. After the deposition of Madero, Huerta served as 

president of Mexico unfil July 1914, when he was forced to resign and fled the 

country. 

Huertista—Soldiers fighting under, and in support of, Victoriano Huerta. 

Independence Day, Mexican—Celebrated on September 16, Mexican Independence 

Day commemorates the day in 1810 on which rebel troops in Mexico (then New 

Spain), under the leadership of Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, initiated a revolt 

against their Spanish oppressors. The rebellion resulted in an eleven-year stmggle 

that ended with the signing of the Treaty of Cordoba in 1821, in which the 
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Spanish acknowledged Mexican independence. After three years of political 

instability, Mexico became a republic in 1824. 

Kwajalein Atoll—An atoll in the Marshall Islands, a group of Pacific Islands seized 

from the Japanese by the United States during Worid War II. Kwajalein Atoll 

was taken in 1944 and is now the site of a missile tesfing and tracking installation 

("Kwajalein"). 

Madero, Evaristo—Francisco Madero's grandfather (Danini). At the time of his death 

in 1911, he was purported to be among the ten richest men in Mexico (Rodman 

97). 

Madero, Francisco (1873-1913)—Aristocrafic ideahst who called for the end of the 

presidency of Porfirio Diaz in his 1910 book entitled La sucesion presidencial 

en 1910. In exile in the United States after the publication of his book, Madero 

retumed to Mexico to negotiate the signing of the Treaty of Ciudad Juarez in May 

1911, which removed Diaz from office. Elected president in the fall of 1911, 

"Madero did not recognize that the country needed and wanted substantial 

economic and social changes, and he tried to stop the illegal seizures of land. 

Almost immediately he was beset by conspiracies and open opposition; even 

those who had fought for him tumed against him" (Miller 291). Among his 

opposition was Victoriano Huerta, a professional soldier whom Madero 

eventually had removed from his command. Ulfimately, Huerta had Madero 

seized and killed in Febmary 1913. 

Madero, Gustavo—Younger brother and polifical supporter of Francisco Madero. 

Huerta's troops seized and killed him in Febmary 1913. 
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Madero, Rafaela—Though the text seems to imply that Rafaela is the sister of 

Francisco, Carmina Danini states that Rafaela was the daughter of Evaristo 

Madero and, subsequently, aunt to Francisco Madero. 

Madero, Raul—Brother of Francisco Madero who supported Carranza after his break 

with Villa (Ruiz 189). 

Madero, Sara—Wife of Francisco Madero whose full name was Sara Perez de Madero 

(Miller 285). 

Meusebach survey of the Fisher-Miller grant—The Fisher-Miller Grant was issued in 

1842 by Sam Houston, President of the Republic of Texas, to Henry Francis 

Fisher and Burchard Miller. It granted land between the Llano and Colorado 

rivers to Fisher and Miller for the purpose of settling German, Dutch, Swiss, 

Norwegian, Swedish, and Danish immigrants. Families were given land in 

parcels of 640 acres, while single men over seventeen years of age were given 

parcels of 320 acres. The grant was renewed in 1843. In December 1845, Fisher 

and Miller transferred rights and claims to the property, with the exception of 

250,000 acres already colonized, to John Meusebach, tmstee for the German 

Emigrafion Company. Meusebach was required to maintain the terms of the 

original grant and to settle immigrants (Bitner 7-9). Because the settlements were 

somewhat unsuccessful, many settlers sold their land grants and moved to 

Fredericksburg or New Braunfels, Texas (Biesele). 

Moir, Dr. J. C—Dr. J. C. Moir practiced medicine out of an office located at 421 W. 

Pine in Deming from 1904 to 1947, and he served as medical examiner for the 

draft board in both Worid War I and World War II (Deming-Luna Mimbres 
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Museum Archives). 

Morelos (Jose Maria Morelos y Pavon), the statue of—Priest who took up the cause of 

the revolufion in 1813 after the execufion of hs leader, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, 

who was also a priest. Morelos was captured and executed in 1815. 

Newhouse, Sewell—Trap manufacturer who is generally associated with the invention of 

the steel trap. This nineteenth-century trapmaker from New York State 

introduced "one brand of traps still made today" (Gerstill 21). In 1848 he and his 

family joined a community of "religious Perfectionists" who adhered to a 

principle they called "Bible Communism" and advocated eugenics. Under 

Newhouse's leadership, the Oneida community began a successful trapmaking 

venture in 1852 and became a major trap producer (Gerstill 175-176). 

Pacific Theater—Area of engagement, in the islands of the Pacific Ocean, against 

Japanese forces during World War II. 

Pereyra, Orestes— Lieutenant under Pancho Villa. 

Pino Suarez, Jose Maria—Vice-president during Francisco Madero's presidency. Pino 

Suarez was killed with Francisco Madero at the hands of Huerta's troops. 

Revolution of 1910—A response to the dictatorial mle of Porfirio Diaz and the 

oppression of peasants and natives by the aristocracy. Troops under the 

leadership of Pancho Villa in the north and Emiliano Zapata in the south revolted, 

bringing about the resignafion of Diaz in 1911. A period of polifical instability 

followed as rival revolufionary leaders contended for control. In 1916, President 

Venustiano Carranza initiated the drafting of a new constitution. The 

consfitution, ratified in 1917, sought to improve conditions for Mexican citizens. 
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Slaughter, John (1841-1922)—Civil War veteran, Texas Ranger, scout, cattleman, 

sheriff, and member of the Arizona legislature who built a ranching empire in 

West Texas, westem New Mexico, eastem Arizona, and northem Mexico. He 

served as sheriff of Cochise County, Arizona, which includes Tombstone, from 

1887-1894 (Erwin). 

snow in San Antonio, with a temperature of 0 degrees, in 1950 (20-21, APH>—The 

all-time record low temperature in San Antonio was 0 degrees Fahrenheit, set on 

January 30, 1949. This snowfall was accompanied by 6.5 inches of snow 

("Winter Weather"). No such extremes are recorded for 1950. 

Villa, Francisco (Pancho)—Former bandit and guerrilla fighter who organized forces in 

the north to oppose Diaz and bring about revolution. Villa continued to lead 

revolutionary forces throughout the period of political instability that followed 

Diaz's deposition. Villa provoked American intervention when, in March 1916, 

his forces raided Columbus, New Mexico, and killed seventeen Americans. After 

the war ended in 1920, "Peace was made with Villa, who was awarded the 

hacienda of Canutillo in Durango, where he lived quietly with some of his 

soldiers until his mysterious assassination in 1923" (Miller 309). 

Vote, for women—See 1953 above. 
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