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CHAPTER I 

THE SOCIOLOGICAL PROBLEM 

Statement of the Problem 

The problem to be investigated here may be stated in the form 

of two questions pertinent to relations among Mexican-Americans and 

between this group and the dominant Anglo-American majority. First, 

to what extent are differences in Mexican-American value orientations 

found to exist when the variable of urban-rural residence is taken 

into account? Second, to what extent have urbanized Mexican-Americans 

come to resemble either rural or urban Anglo-Americans vjith respect to 

value orientations? 

These questions are related to theory and research in the area 

of minority group assimilation in an urban-industrial society such as 

the United States. Later chapters will provide in detail the proper 

sociological context for our investigation. Also, since certain social 

problems are involved in majority-minority relations, it is hoped that 

the present study will be found useful by persons concerned with the 

application of sociological knowledge in the alleviation of such 

problems. 

Treatment of the Problem 

Using the value orientation concepts of Florence Kluckhohn 

and Fred Strodtbeck, and following the design and methodology which 



is extensively discussed in their book, Variations in Value Orienta

tions , such a study would be quite logical in an urban enclave or 

neighborhood. The original study described in Variations in Value 

Orientations was encouraged and funded in connection with the Harvard 

University Laboratory of Social Relations and the Harvard Values proj

ect; it was a study of five rural communities in Nex/ Mexico in the 

early 1950's. The research instrument, which appears in both English 

and Spanish in the Kluckhohn-Strodtbeck book, was specifically designed 

with future cross-cultural testing in mind. Its stated invitation for 

future research seems to make the Kluckhohn-Strodtbeck research approach 

appropriate for investigating the problem in question, and the research 

already done would seem to make the comparisons which V70uld then become 

available much more useful. 

Significance of the Problem 

Mexican-Americans in the southv/estern United States have the 

lowest per capita income, with higher unemployment, and lov/er educa

tional attainment than any other ethnic group, with the exception of 

2 

the American Indians. In the 1960 census the Spanish surname popula

tion in the Southwest was well over five million, and these five million 

Florence Rockwood Kluckhohn and Fred L. Strodtbeck, Variations 
in Value Orientations (Evanston, Illinois: Rovz, Peterson and Compaiiy, 
1961). 

2 
U.S., Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Censu.s, United 

States Census of the Population, 1960. Subject Reports: Persons of 
Spanish Surname. Final Report PC(2) - IE, pp. 24, 38, 158. 



persons found themselves, as a group, under-represented in government 

as well as in business, finance, education and other professional cat

egories. The Mexican-American has been the subject of overt and 

legally sanctioned discrimination for many years. He and his children 

are constantly subjected to discrimination because of their use of the 

Spanish language. Historically confined in deteriorated barrios, the 

Mexican-American people have become a predominantly urbanized popula

tion in a period of not much more than two decades. The catalysts of 

urbanization, education and the very visible civil rights movements 

in the United States have stirred rumblings of discontent among Mexican-

Americans, but as a group they are still agonizing over the difficulties 

of organizing as an effective political bloc or building a national 

leadership. 

It is generally agreed that much of the distress and disadvan

tage of the Mexican-American population in the Southwest have been the 

results of an historical confrontation of cultural systems, the con

sequence of which has been the dominance of the Anglo-American culture 

in all those areas in which the Anglo-Americans believe that it is 

desirable to be dominant. The general feeling tov/ard the disposition 

of immigrant or ethnic groups in the United States (held not exclusively 

by members of the dominant culture, but also by much of the "intruding" 

group) is that "Americanization" is the logical and correct goal for the 

"intruders," and acculturation and assimilation should be pLirsucd with 

vigorous determination. The fact is that Mexican-Americans, Spanish-

Americans, or Hispanos in the Southv̂ cst are considered intruders by the 



dominant culture in spite of the fact that their ancestors happened 

to have been there as a functioning society with their own culture 

when the Anglo-American system engulfed them. Acculturation and 

assimilation to the Anglo-American system has occurred in varying 

degrees, and the decision as to the virtues or vices of such accul

turation and assimilation has apparently been made by judges versed 

in the canons of the Anglo-American value system. The relative merits 

of the two cultures will not be decided in this paper, although it 

is apparent that there are merits to both. Total assimilation of the 

Mexican-American has been posited by some as the only "solution" to 

their problem, while support of pluralism and a bilingual culture has 

received less attention but is gaining currency. 

The Mexican-American iv̂as trapped for many years in an agri

culturally based economy which required seasonal migration. A steady 

stream of immigrants from Mexico inhibited acculturation of long 

standing residents. The same stream of immigrants and the sanction

ing in the 1950's of the bracero programs, along v?ith mechanization 

of agriculture, forced a drastic change in the life style and social 

structure of the Mexican-American population. Forced to move to urban 

centers for economic reasons, they faced simultaneously the tv7in prob

lems of adaptation to the dominant culture and to urban life. 

The question, then, to which this study addresses its efforts, 

is whether the Mexican-American in an urban milieu has maintained a 

traditional system of values, has become selectively acculturated, or 

has embraced the Anglo-American value systciv. in order to function and 

live in a categorized, specialized and atomistic social cnvironivicnt. 



CHAPTER II 

THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN: DELIMITATION AND HISTORY 

Delimita^tion of the Mexican-American Population 

In the five states which are considered to be the United States 

Southwest (California, Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas) there 

lived, as of the 1960 census, approximately five million Mexican-

Americans and Mexican citizens. Of the total 1960 Spanish-speaking 

census population in the Southwest, Arizona had 6 per cent, Colorado 

5 per cent. New Mexico 8 per cent, Texas 41 per cent, and California 

41 per cent. Due to the lack of a clear-cut technical definition of 

their ethnic identity, the population which will be termed Mexican-

American in this report is variously called Spanish-American, Hispanic, 

Chicano, Spanish-surname, Spanish-speaking, Mexicano, Latin, or is 

included under any of a number of other rubrics, depending on the place 

the term is used, the date of the citation if the term is found in lit

erature, v7ho is using it, whom is being addressed, or the reason for 

the usage. 

Although the five Southwestern states contain the great m.ajor-

ity of the Mexican-American population in the United States, many of 

the Northern urban centers have received large numbers of immigrants. 

U. S., Departiment' of Commerce, Bureavi of the Census, United 
States Census of Jth£ yopu."|.ation; 1960. Subject Reports; Persons of 
Spanish Surname, Final Report (PC-2) - IB, p. 2. 



Hundreds of thousands of Mexican-Americans, with the major trends of 

geographic mobility being movement to the West and North, poured into 

urban centers between 1950 and 1960 (changing the percentage of urban 

dwellers in the Mexican-American ranks from 66.4 per cent in 1950 to 

79.1 per cent in 1960, and making their population in the Southwest as 

2 
urban as the Anglo population). California was the main recipient of 

new Mexican-American residents, with the increase in California's 

3 
Spanish-speaking population being 88 per cent betvjeen 1950 and 1960. 

At this time there are approximately twice as many Mexican-Americans 

4 
as Negroes in California, the most populous state in the Union. 

The Mexican-American birthrate is 50 per cent higher than that 

of the general population; the Mexican-American average age is ten years 

younger than that of the general population. The school dropout rate 

is higher than that of any other group. With education and wages far 

below that of the total population, poverty engulfs a great portion of 

2 
Donald N. Barnett, "Demographic Characteristics," La Raza, 

Forgotten Americans, ed. by Julian Samora (South Bend: University of 
Notre Dame Press, 1966), p. 163. 

3 
Jane Macnab Christian and Chester C. Christian Jr., "Spanish 

Language and Culture in the Southwest," Language Loyalty in the United 
States, ed. by Joshua A. Fishman (The Hague: Mouton and Company, 1966), 
p. 290. 

Roy Bangartz, "The Chicano Rebellion," Nation, CCVIII, No. 9 
(March 3, 1969), 272. 

U. S. BLireau of the Census, Population: 1960, p. 3. 

Helen Rowan, "A Minority Nobody Knovjs," Atlantic, CCXIX, No. 6 
(June, 1967), 42. 



Mexican-Americans, and in most urban areas their numbers severely tax 

or overextend welfare, health and job training facilities. As with 

other ethnic groups, those with lowest income and educational levels 

are hidden away in barrios where they are semi-invisible. 

Historical Antecedents to the Current Bi-cultural 

Southwestern Environment 

The Spanish-speaking people in the United States were by 

nationality first Spanish (1598-1823), then Mexican (1823-1848), then 

Q 

American, following the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. For this reason 

the Mexican-Americans are sometimes referred to as the only United 

States citizens whose ancestors "immigrated" to this country by having 
9 

a border moved down around them. 

The conquistadors v7ho came to Latin America came for glory and 

riches rather than to colonize. Their outlook was Spanish and they 

limited their explorations, for the most part, to the dry, arid parts 

of North America with which they could cope using their previous know

ledge of such environment. In addition to having familiarity with the 

type of terrain and climate encountered in the now Southv-Tcstern United 

Paul Bullock, "Employment Problems of the Mexican-American," 
Industrial Relations, III, No. 3 (May, 1964), 38. 

o 

Julian Samora, ec3., La Raza: Forgotten Americans (South Bend: 
University of Notre Dame Press, 1966), p. xii. 

9 
Marvin Alinsky, "The Mexican-Americans Make Themselves Heard," 

The Reporter, XXXVI, No. 3 (February 9, ]S67), 46. 



8 

States and Northern Mexico, the Spaniards who later colonized in the 

area augmented their own strength by conscripting Pueblo Indians to 

provide harvesters and herdsmen. 

In New Mexico is found the oldest Spanish-Mexican culture in 

North America, dating from Spain's first and only fully successful 

colonization thrust north to the edge of the arid borderlands. From 

New Mexico, colonization V7as to have spread to Texas and California, 

but this expansion was not effected by the Spaniards, primarily because 

of nomadic Indians such as the Apache, who were freed from their limited 

mobility by the horses which had been introduced to the continent by 

Spain herself. Indians, tov7ering mountain ranges, deserts, a govern

ment that did not encourage freedom of movement or of trade and could 

offer little protection, the privation of life in a region where only 

a few scattered spots were favorable for habitation—all these combined 

to develop a type of Spanish settlement in the Southwest wherein indi

vidual communities increasingly folded in upon themselves. 

The very large numbers of Americans who flooded into east and 

central Texas around the time of the Texas Republic later overwhelmed 

the earlier sparse Spanish population and forced it into a subordinate 

role. This was not nearly so true of Nev7 Mexico, and less true of 

South Texas and the area around El Paso, though Anglo-American political 

supremacy ultimately reached these areas and destroyed many Spanish 

Carey McVJilliams, North From Mr^xico: The Spanish-Spea!:ing 
People of the United States (Philadelpliia: J.B. Lippincott "Co. , 37949) 

Christian and Christian, "Spanisli Language and Culture," 281. 



cultural patterns. Color prejudice arose as soon as Anglo-Americans 

came in contact with Indians, Spaniards and "Indo-Spaniards" in the 

12 

Southwest. While the early Spanish invader and the Indian had inter

married on various levels, a social gulf developed and was sustained 

between the lower Indo-Spaniard classes and the more pure-blooded 

Spanish elite because a middle class was not generated. With a patron 

system and an economy which failed to allot a place for the middle 

class, no equivalent of the independent, self-m.ade frontiersman existed, 

Thus, coming into contact with almost nothing but the lower classes, 

the typical Anglo-American's opinion of all Mexicans or Spanish-Indians 

13 

was exceedingly low. J. Frank Dobie, in one of his histories of the 

Southwest, stated somev7hat facetiously, but validly, that the battle of 

San Jacinto in the Texas Revolution had marked the beginning, not the 
end of warfare between Texans and Mexicans: 

For fifty years and more the clashes between Texas frontiers
men and Mexicans along, and for 150 miles back from, the Rio 
Grande were so frequent and bloody that they probably cost 
ten times as many lives as did the struggle between fron
tiersmen and Indians in the same territory.-^^ 

The fight of the overextended Spanish-speaking population against a 

numerically overv;helm.ing adversary eventually took its toll, and the 

12 
Jack D. Forbes, "Race and Color in Mexican-American Problems," 

Journal of Human Relations, XVI, No. 1, 65. 
13 
McWilliams, North From Mexico. 

J. Frank Dobie, A_ Vaquero o^ the Brush Country (Dallas: 
The Southv7est Press, 1929), p. 45. 
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result was a decimation of their numbers which had to wait upon a 

20th Century migration from Mexico to repopulate Texas with Mexican-

Americans. 

The lengthy period of political upheaval and revolution in 

Mexico after 1910 precipitated the migration of many Mexican citizens 

to the United States, and a land boom in the Southwest from 1910 to 

1930 required the labor of thousands of semi-skilled and unskilled 

laborers. Some numbers of v7orkers were also brought into the United 

States in groups for factory work during World War I. One of the 

results of this somewhat steady flow of Mexican citizens into the 

United States was a disruption of the acculturation process of estab

lished Mexican-American citizens and often their physical displacement 

by a cheaper labor force. Another result of the 20th Century immigra

tion of agricultural and industrial workers from Mexico V7as to make 

Spanish the spoken language of a great number of illiterates in the 

Southwest. Differences in language, customs, and standards of 

living V7ere perpetuated by a separation which V7as recognized and con

doned by Anglo citizens. New towns V7hich burgeoned in the boom period 

were systematically designed for separate Anglo and Mexican communi

ties. Each separate community within a community succeeded in retaining 

its customary way of life. That way for the Mexican-American was one 

Christian and Christian, "Spanish Language and Culture," 285. 

Arthur J. Rubel, "Concepts of Disease in Ncxican-Aniarican 
Culture," American Anthropologist, LXII, No. 5 (October, 1960), 796. 

Christian and Christian, "S-panish Langu.ige and Culture," 287. 
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formed by the familial tradition of isolated ranches. Caught in an-

unstable technological society, the need for the Mexican-American and 

his value system was phased out by the busy-oriented and progress-

minded Anglo-American middle class. 

Until the Second World War, the Anglo was willing to subjugate 

and forget about the Mexican-American, and the Mexican-American in gen-

1 o 

eral did not have any confident leadership to take the initiative. 

The mutual intolerance of the two groups has been progressively V7eak-

ened since World War II; retLirning Mexican-American veterans looked for 

increased economic opportunities and Anglo veterans often had developed 
19 

a greater respect for cultures and skin colors different from their own. 

Many of the younger generation of Mexican-Americans formed or joined 

organizations as outlets for their frustrated aspirations. These 

organizations attempted to further the Mexican-American cause and to 

gain national attention for themselves and censure for discrimination. 

In the constant replacement process by which new immigrants from 

Mexico crossed the border and older, longer duration Mexican-American 

citizens were forced to look for more lucrative, often non-agricultural 

jobs, a trend of movement to large urban centers V7as reinforced. The 

governmental sanction of this process came in 1951 when Congress formal

ized what had been a somewhat loose bracero importation agreement V7ith 

1 o 
McWilliams , North From l i^x ico . 

19 
William Madsen, "The Alcoholic Agringado," Ai.̂ erican An11;ro-

pologist, LXVI, No. 2 (April, 196A) , 356. 
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the passing of Public Law 78. The demand for labor had jumped during 

the early forties with the pressure for war production; a bilateral 

war emergency agreement between the United States and Mexico was ini

tiated by an executive agreement ratified in 1942. Limited labor 

20 
recruitment in Mexico was alloxv̂ ed under its terms. Public Law 78 

in 1951 provided for the use of Mexican nationals, or braceros, on 

United States farms and ranches, as long as domestic labor was not 

available. The availability of domestic labor has always been a 

contentious point betxx̂ een those v7ho favored and those v7ho opposed the 

bracero program. In the early sixties, pressure to let Public Law 78 

lapse increased, partly due to concern over gold outflow and partly 

because of the increasing protestations of organized labor and 

Mexican-American groups; the program was allowed to expire on the last 

day of 1964.̂ •'• 

The expiration of the bracero program was something of an anti

climax for Mexican-American activists, since after the Korean Conflict 

the number of workers required to operate the nation's agricultural 

system drastically dropped due to the aggregation of smaller farms 

20 
Leo Grebler, "Mexican Immigration to the United States: 

The Record and its Implications," Mexican-American Study Project, 
Advance Report 2 (Los Angeles: University of California, 1966), 30. 

21 
John Gregory Dunne, Delano (Nev; York: Farrar, Straus and 

Giroux, 1967), p. 50. 
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into single corporate farms and the increased use of mechanization. 

As the labor requirements of agriculture have dropped, the agrarian 

economic base for the Mexican-American has disappeared. The actions 

of men like Cesar Chavez and Reyes Tijerina may serve as rallying 

points for "La Raza," but the Mexican-American has become an urban 

being and has thus gained an entirely new complex set of problems 

with which to contend. 



CHAPTER III 

CULTUPvAL PATTERNS AND VALUES ATTRIBUTED TO 

THE MEXICAN-AMERICAN 

Cultural Patterns and Values of the 
Mexican-American 

The lack of equality of Mexican-Americans, vis-a-vis Anglo-

Americans, is often ascribed to the traditional value orientation of 

the former group. The best known studies of the culture and value 

systems of Mexican-Amerleans are in general the result of research 

which was done in the decade of the 1950's or before. At that time, 

the Mexican-American was still very much involved in migrant agricul

ture, and was in a transitional stage between rural and urban habitation, 

At a time when the Mexican-American is quite as urban as the Anglo-

American, there is perhaps a residual of emphasis upon rural peasant 

culture in evaluating the Mexican-American. For example, the works of 

Madsen, Rubel, George Sanchez and Simmons were restricted to the imme

diate border area of south Texas, and Tuck directed much of her inves

tigation to agricultural California. Isolated communities in New Mexico 

have been the subject of anthropological and sociological studies for 

four decades. In all these cases, the situation afforded the Mexican-

American popLilation under investigation a constant reinforcement of its 

"traditional culture" through contact v/ith Mexican immigrants or by 

14 
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virtue of geographical isolation. With very few exceptions, studies 

of the Mexican-American confronted V7ith a truly urban environment are 

lacking, due to the contemporary nature of this phenomenon. Still, 

this certainly does not totally invalidate the profiles of the Mexican-

American which are in existence, because the cultural and social ante

cedents of an entire "social race" of people cannot be obliterated. 

Quoting from Lyle Shannon and Elaine Krass, 

Social antecedents are defined as life experiences that 
have come before the behavior we are attempting to explain 
and which are modifiers of such behavior.1 

For this reason, cultural and societal practices and values of a rural 

or village Mexican-American people may be assumed to have some rele

vance in the study of their recently urbanized counterparts. The 

following then, is a summary of studies of such practices and values 

which are important as a basis for further investigation. 

Attributed Cultural Patterns 

Margaret Mead has stated that every culture must be seen as a 

whole, with its value system as an inextricable component. The concept 

of cultural relativity dem.ands that every item of cultural behavior be 

seen as relative to the culture of which it is a part, and in that sys

tematic setting every item has a positive or negative meaning and value. 

Even in the most fragmented and incoherent culture there exists 
a degree of intricate interdependence far in e>:cess of that 
which is usually recognized. . . . Because of this intricate 
interdependence m.an cannot live in a culture as fLill of dis
crepancies and contradictions as our present culture without 

Lyle W. Shannon and Elaine M. Krass, "The Econoriic Absor^^tion 
of In-migrant Laborers in a Northern Industrial Con^auaity," The American 
Journal of Economics and Sociology, XXIIl, No. 1 (January, 1964), 66. 
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paying very heavily in terms of isolation, impaired 
ability, ill-health, unhappiness and loss of human 
dignity.2 

Perhaps as a reaction to the contradictions in Anglo-American culture, 
• 

Mexican-American enclaves have been characterized as accepting the 

portions of Anglo culture that they V7ant, and rejecting the rest, 

although certainly not being ignorant of its nature. "They choose and 

3 
reject according to their system of values." A well-documented 

example of this "supermarket" style'of cultural selectivity is the 

practice in south Texas, recorded by l̂ Iadsen and Rubel, among others, 

of using folk remedies to cure illnesses, If the folk remedies are 

ineffective, a curandero, or folk practitioner, is called in. If the 

curandero fails to effect a recovery in the patient, a medical doctor 

4 

is consulted. This is not superstition to the border Mexican-American; 

this is just playing the percentages. Although the folk medicine prac

tices may be more or less limited to lov7er class or immigrant Mexican-

Americans in the main, there is a true duality in the way that values 

which are held by Mexican-Americans or Anglo-Americans are viewed by 

the other group. Jane Macnab Christian and Chester Christian have 

2 
Margaret Mead, Anthropology: A Human Science (Princeton, New 

Jersey: D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., 1964), p. 99. 
3 
Margaret Mead, Cultural Patterns and Technical Change (Paris: 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
1953), p. 168. 

Arthur J. Rubel, "Concepts of Disease in Mexican-American 
Culture," American Anthropologist, LXII, No. 5 (October, 1960), 797. 
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written that "order" may be viev/ed as the chief virtue and vice of the 

Anglo society while "anarchismo" would be its counterpart in Hispanic 

culture. (Anarchismo does not translate directly as "anarchism" but 

more as individuality or independence.) To demonstrate the polemics 

which may be resorted to with cultural values, anarchismo can be asso

ciated with: 

individuality 

vitality 

passion or 

integrity 

freedom 

Order can be associated with: 

progress 

efficiency 

cleanliness or 

stability 

justice 

chaos 

inefficienty 

crime 

violence 

injustice 

mnocuousness 

sterility 

antisepsis 

rigidity 

timidity 

—each ethnic group tends to judge the other on the basis of negative 

elements and itself on the basis of positive elements. 

Important Elements in the Traditional Culture 

Certain institutionalized behavioral patterns and attitudinal 

sets have played a considerable role in giving traditional Mexican 

Christian and Christian, "Spanish Language and Culture in the 
Southv7est," 309. 
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culture its unique orientation. The family, and the relationships 

regulated therein, have been a model for extra-familial behavior. 

Individualism and the attendant personal honor involved in maintaining 

it weigh heavily as a determiner of action or inaction in traditional 

Mexican-American society. La_ Raza, the racial and social bond of the 

Mexican-American people, contains both constraining and uniting elements 

in its complicated construction; it is difficult to articulate verbally, 

but its existence is felt by and known to the Mexican-Ajnerican. 

The Family 

The family to the Mexican-American is the one most important 

institution; it is the only formally organized unit in which one 

should pursue economic and social ends. Often the child is socialized 

almost as if there were no solidary ties required betv7een his family 

unit and the remainder of the society; his socialization occurs within 

the bilaterally organized kinship group. 

Structurally, a person's essential social unit is comprised of 

his parents and parents' siblings, in particular the mother's sisters. 

In the second ascending generation, both grandparents are respected ricui-

bers of a person's extended household, but not so with the siblings of 

grandparents. In his own generation a person's siblings are concep

tually separated from others, as are also his first cousins (primes 

hermanos) separated from cousins (prin-os) further removed. TVie strength 

of the relationship between sisters is such that their husbands are 

Rubel, "Concepts of Disease in !̂cxican-Al.'erican Culture," 207. 
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conceptually brought together in a special bond and known by the 

reciprocal term concuno; thus the sisters' husbands are separated 

from all other in-laws in one's own generation. In the first 

descending generation one's own children (hijos, hijas) are separated 

from others of their own generation who are known as sobrinos or 

sobrinas. The distinction observed between first cousins and all 

other degrees of cousins in one's own generation is lost in one's 

children's generation. 

The importance of the relationships found in the three-

generation family is equalled only by the bonds between a person and 

his baptismal sponsors (padrinos de pila), or by the relationship 

between one's self and the sponsors of one's children's baptisms (com-

padres de pila) in the relationship kno\\7n as compadrazgo. 

In the Mexican-American male's relationship with other men, 

"lineality" has traditionally been the dominant orientation. Lineality 

implies an ordered positional succession within a group based on hered

itary factors such as primogeniture. The father is the central figure 

of authority in the fam.ily, followed by the elder brother of the chil

dren. The relationship of all the younger brothers to the elder brother 

is indeed more formal than amongst themselves, and to the second oldest 

brother the formality is seen in a lesser degree, and so dovrn the line. 

The authority pattern of the dominant father is carried beyond the realm 

''ibid. , 809 . 
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of the household to the larger familia, and beyond that to the village, 

providing the structure for the patron relationship. In addition, the 

religious heirarchy, both natural and supernatural, is notable for its 

o 

familistically defined figures. There is quite a bit of evidence, 

surprisingly, that the ideal of family loyalty and subservience threa

tens the values of machismo and individualism which are also held in 

high regard. Primogeniture too has caused strain in the family system 

and it might be described as a practice which is grudgingly accepted by 

the younger brothers but not at all relished. 

An equally ambivalent relationship is embodied in the patron 

system. The kindness and help of the patron have always been given 

with the right hand while power, ruthlessness, and unpredictability have 

been unleashed with the left hand. The patron has been typified as 

"using" his own people while his subjects have allov7ed, but never 

really accepted, his governing position. At any rate, habits of 

dependence taught early and thoroughly by the family system, patron 

control, and by a paternalistic Catholicism are not easily abandoned. 

When the patron began to disappear from the scene due to economic com

petition in this century, quite a void was left in the social framework. 

The federal government seemed only a natural source to fill such a void, 

8 
Florence Rockv7ood Kluckhohn and Fred L. Strodtbeck, Variations 

in Value Orientations (Evanston, Illinois: Row, Peterson and Company, 
1961)", p. 193. 
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but was more effective at doing so during the depression than at any 

9 

other time. The continued existence of such a need among Mexican-

Americans is still exploited by politicals. 

Even though the patron tradition has been so prevalent and so 

predominant among the Mexican-Am.erican people, Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck 

found what they felt was considerable evidence for the argument that 

there has always been a pov7erful collaterality or horizontal distribu

tion of authority in Hispanic culture in the Southwest (and in the 

culture of Old Mexico as well) which has been throttled by superimposed 

lineality. 

Neither the authority of the patrcjn (jefe politico) nor 
that of hermano mayor has been a legitimate authority. . . 
Neither has ever been really well accepted by those v7ho 
are "the governed"; hence it has been necessary to use ^, 
both force and deception to maintain the two positions. 

The mode of socialization in the Mexican-American family is by 

the use of verguenza (shame, pride, modesty—enforced by externally 

applied sanctions of censure, ostracism, etc.) to regulate the behavior 

of its members. The child is expected to be respectful and obedient 

and the love of the parents for the children is not predicated on 

9 
According to Leo Grebler, in "Mexican Immigration to the United 

States: The Record and its Implications," Hexican-Ajnerican Study Proj
ect, Advance Report 2 (Los Angeles: University of California, 1966), 
p. 25, the federal government also deported tens of thousands of Mexi
can immigrants in order to rejuvenate the job market for non-Spanish 
speaking V7hites. 

Mead, Cultural Patterns and Technical Change, p. 188. 

11 
Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variations in Value Orientations, 

p. 202. 
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individual performance. This lack of the competitive element in 

socialization is condemned by critics of the culture as training 

12 
children for a dependent role. The social control of verguenza 

in the adult is predicated on primary group membership where every

body knows what everybody else is doing; so by definition the meximum 

amount of control depends on a widely ramified family system. Anglo 

culture depends more on guilt (internalized sanctions or anticipation 

of sanctions) for social control, so that even among strangers the 

Anglo will be compelled by conscience to live up to the code. One 

result of such a system for Mexican-American young people is that upon 

leaving the influence of the primary group, deviant behavior can 

13 
.easily occur. It is generally in the city that Mexican-American 

youths have the greatest opportunity both to escape the extended 

familial sphere of influence and also come into their closest contact 

with the Anglo culture. 

Very much a part of the Mexican-American familial arrangement, 

but probably antithetical to it in Anglo-American eyes, is the concept 

of machismo, or, roughly translated, "manliness." The main ingredieiit 

of machismo is essentially the ability to behave in a manner which 

conunands the respect of other men. This includes such things as the 

ability to deal v;ith the world (especially financially), urbanity 

•̂ Îbid. , p. 197. 

13 
Mead, Cultural Patterns and Technical Change, p. 187. 
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(locally defined), experience, and accomplishment in verbal duel-

14 
ing. Women are actively discouraged from participating in any 

activities which might infringe in the slightest degree upon the 

male prerogative, and are left out of major family decision making. 

Women are also, in the machismo scheme, thought to be all basically 

unfaithful and needful of constant surveillance. Most female visitors 

and all male visitors, with the exception of the family unit, are 

strictly forbidden the V7ife of a Mexican-American male who follows 

carefully the tenets of machismo, V7hile it is his obligation to 

pursue sexual liaisons with as many women as is possible. 

Individualism 

The most marked difference between the Anglo and Mexican-

American social systems, according to Rubel, is the extent to which 

the Mexican-American seeks to invest his social activities V7ith per

sonal characteristics; relationships between himself and others are 

15 
characterized by a high degree of personalism. In Mexican-American 

culture, the disposition to value human relationships over material 

welfare is ingrained early in life. (As children, the individuals 

probably played V7ith other children, not toys.) In the realm of adult 

relationships, the Mexican-American reacts unfavorably to impersonal 

Octavio I. Romano, V, "Donship in a Mexican-Amicrican Com
munity," ̂ n^ri^^m Anting LXII, No. 6 (Deccii-ber, 1960), 972. 

Arthur J. Rubel, Across the Tracks: Koxican-Avericans in a 
Texas City (Austin, Texas: University of Texas Press, 1966), p. 205. 
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employer-employee relationships, but even more unfavorably to a process 

to which relatively few Spanish-speaking males will submit, and that is 

the moulding of the personality to fit the job. David Riesman's mod

ern competitive key to success, in which not the "genuine" self but the 

"cosmetic" self, V7hich is free of any aroma of personal, non-marketable 

idiosyncrasy, is put on the selling block, has little appeal to the 

Mexican-American. 

The individualism of the Mexican-American male is brought about, 

in the view of Jane Macnab Christian and Chester Christian, by an ex

treme individual autonomy allowed V7ithin absolute boundaries created by 

his culture. During socialization, the child is allowed a great deal 

of freedom V7ithin rigid limits set by his family. In childhood and 

adulthood a strict division of social roles are found which channel the 

encouraged independence of the Mexican-American. Regulations and 

restrictions of religion, government and other authority are not inter

nalized to form an Anglo-like conception of conscience restricting 

inconsequential acts and thoughts. There are a nLimber of reasons why 

this is so. One is the Mexican-American's assumption that the world is 

such that authorities show little interest in the lives of the people. 

Another reason is his feeling that any serious problem vjithin the 

province of man can be met through the rational exercise of one's 

17 intellect. Both anarchism.o and machismo give the Mexican-American 

1 r 

David Riesinan, Individualism Rcconsi dered (Garden City, New 
York: Doubleday Anchor Books, 1954), p. 54. 

Christian and Christian, "Spanish Language aiid Culture in tl.e 
Southwest," 303. 
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an inclination to ̂ disdain many of the large and impersonal factors 

which are of critical importance to the urbanized Anglo. This is 

very evident in Mexico among the poor and the old; law, government, 

politics, and social organizations are distrusted and are ignored to 

as great an extent as is possible. 

This individualism expresses itself often in placing a supreme 

value on self-reliance. Weakness is looked doum upon in all spheres of 

male activity. Related is the conception that honor and respect are 

closely associated with a lack of indebtedness or obligation to anyone 

outside the family circle. Favors are quick to be repaid. 

The strictly prescribed social structure which serves as the 

boundaries for the individualistic impulses of the Mexican-American 

involves ritual and respect patterns which are alien to the Anglo. 

"Latin social relationships are highly formalized and life itself is 

18 
seen as dramatic and ceremonial." A person may think as he pleases, 

in line with the regard held for individualism, but he must not try 

to impose his ideas outside of his own sphere of familial control. The 

individualism of another must be respected in an almost ritualistic 

fashion. If another man is a fool, and is taken advantage of, at least 

the man's right to be a fool is not tampered with. A very highly cir

cumscribed form of respect is paid to those v;ho have been able to 

exhibit individualism and self-sufficiency throughout their lives; this 

is the ascension of a male in the social structure of "donship." 

1 8 
William Madsen, The Mexican-Amcrican of ôû th Texas (New 

York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1964), p. 21. 
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Strictly an honorific title, and usually applied to those of advanced 

19 
age, great deference is accorded to the don. It is essentially the 

societal method of saying that "this man has lived an honorable life." 

Work 

His individualism often expresses itself in the Mexican-

American's approach to work. Shannon and Krass state that the Mexican-

American attitudes on life are not such that short-term sacrifices will 

be made to insure long-run or future benefits as is comm.onplace in the 

20 
Anglo middle class. Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck have stated that the 

21 

"present" time orientation prevails. Madsen says that the Mexican-

American lacks the future orientation of the Anglo and his passion for 

22 
planning ahead. Margaret Mead says, Spanish-Ajnericans are good, 

persistent workers when they see a reason to work, but they do not 

23 
consider work itself a virtue." Again, Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck: 

"For the most part the concept of living is the day-to-day existence— 

9 / 

necessary work, and then fun when and where one can find it." 

19 
Romano, "Donship in a Mexican-American Community in Texas," 

967. 
20 
Shannon and Krass, "The Economic Absorption," 65. 

21 
Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variations in Value Orientations, 

p. 189. 
22 
Madsen, The Mexican-Americans of South Texas, p. 17. 

23 
Mead, Cultural Patterns and Technical Change, p. 180. 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Op. cit. , p. 226. 



27 

La Raza and Fatalism 

La Raza is the Mexican-American people. The term is used as a 

rallying cry for those who V7ish to elevate the Mexican-American to the 

position from which he can determine his own destiny. According to 

Madsen, L£ Raza is composed of Latin-Americans who are united by cul

tural and spiritual bonds derived from God. To the urban Mexican-

American, La Raza is a nationalistic rallying cry: it is a call for 

oneness and pride in ancestry. For the rural peoples that Madsen 

studied, the religious significance is undoubtedly great. 

From Madsen's studies in south Texas come the following con

ceptions concerning La_ Raza: the people of La_ Raza suffer because they 

sin; they sin not because they succumb to temptations, but because too 

many temptations are offered. In all aspects of existence there is a 

balance of opposites. God does not give life without death or pleasure 

25 
without pain. One has to suffer to deserve. 

Madsen believes that suffering is made acceptable by a strong 

belief in fatalism—what the Anglo tries to control, the Mexican-

American tries to accept. "Acceptance and appreciation of things as 

9 A 

they are constitute primary values of La Raza." Machis?-o, the regard 

for the ability of a man to be successful in navigating the hazards 

which exist within the system, seems a contradictory pattern, but fatal

ism refers to extra-systemic forces: nature, the SLipernatural, fate, or 

25 
Madsen, The Mexican-Americans of South Texas, p. 16. 

Ibid., p. 17. 
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the unknowable. Romano states that the most basic premise V7hich 

governs Mexican-American behavior is that the world is fickle and 

undependable. The most typical solution in a situation with which 

27 
a Mexican-American cannot cope is withdrawal. To Mead it is the 

present, the knov7n and the sure which have meaning for the Mexican-

American. Nativistic movements have failed because the Mexican-

28 
American wants things as they are, not as they were or should be. 

In the view of Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, there is a desire for 

29 
serenidad and an emphasis on beauty. 

The preceding has mentioned cultural traits and values which 

have long been attributed to the Mexican-American and which many 

Mexican-Americans now vigorously deny. They are and have been attrib

uted to the population which has lived for many years an agrarian life 

and which has long been isolated from Anglo culture, has just recently 

been confronted with Anglo cluture, or has been isolated within Anglo 

culture. Today, however, the Mexican-American is urbanized. He is 

fast gaining an educational background, and the young are in many cases 

ready for equal footing with the Anglo, and expecting it. 

A study of Mittlebach and Moore of endogamy and exogamy as an 

indicator of assimilation has suggested that a considerable and grov7ing 

internal differentiation within the Mexican-.̂ jiicrican population (and 

27 
Romano, "Donship in a Mexican-American Community in Texas," 

971. -

28 Mead, Cultural Patterns and Technical Ch^vijs,^, p. 190. 

oq 
Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variations in Value Or:'entatio-es, 

p. 304. 
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which is in almost every case a process simultaneous with urbanization) 

has differentially V7eakened the holding power of the ascriptive bonds 

30 
°^ Il§. ^^z^' This is an important possibility to consider in a time 

when group solidarity, bloc voting power, and influence as an ethnic 

group are being stressed, and leadership is being sought to provide 

unity. In addition to, and possibly more important than the effects on 

Chicano activism, a pernicious urbanism could definitely have detri

mental psycho-social effects on the individual in his confrontation 

with life. As the Christians have vividly stated: 

It may become evident that some positive values are in the 
process of being lost, and that life may become less satisfying 
as a result. Some of these Values may be precisely those which 
are best preserved in Hispanic culture: values associated with 
the poetization of life, with the personalization of human rela
tionships, with the full perception of the present, with the 
completeness and adequacy of the individual, with unquantifiable 
human experience, with a greater range of inner freedom, and with 
a serenity which accepts what is, to make the most of it, rather ^, 
than restlessly and continuously searching for something different. 

The exchange of traditional values for contemporary ones often requires 

numbing losses of psychological and social support of persons who elect 

to go through this experience, yet the exchange is being made vjith 

increasing regularity among Mexican-Americans in the assimilation pro

cess. An investigation of assimilation is necessary to understand the 

forces which bear upon the Mexican-Ajnerican people. 

30 
Frank G. Mittelbach and Joan W. Moore, "Ethnic Endogamy—-The 

Case of Mexican-Americans," American JoLirnal of Sociology, LXXIV, No, 1 
(July, 1968), 51. 

31 
Christian and Christian, "Spanish Language and Culture in the 
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CHAPTER IV 

ASSIMILATION AND THE MEXICAN-Al^IERICAN 

Assimilation in the American Experience 

The Mexican-American has emerged from an historically traditional 

culture and now faces a much more complex urban society which can at the 

same time be both tantalizingly comfortable and impersonally harsh. To 

accept urban society will require him to divest himself of many of the 

cultural patterns which in the past fitted him well and ordered his life. 

To reject urban society usually means poverty, exclusion and permanent 

immobility at the bottom of the social scale. The choice involved, or 

the degree of acceptance of urban culture which is effected by the 

Mexican-American, is essentially part of the process of assimilation, 

under which is subsumed the attendant process of acculturation. The fol

lowing discussion of assimilation will attempt to shed some light upon 

the nature of the process and also upon the disadvantages and incentives 

which make assimilation problematical to the Mexican-American. 

Assimilation as a Process 

Milton M. Gordon, in his book Assimilation in American Life, has 

constructed a tentative typology of the stages and attendant conditions 

of assimilation which may be observed in an encounter between cultures 

(see Table 1). Of the stages listed, Gordon holds structural assimila

tion to be the keystone to assimilation. "Once structural assi' ilaLiô t 

30 
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has occurred, either simultaneously with or subsequent to accultura

tion, all of the other types of assimilation will naturally follow." 

The price of such assimilation is the disappearance of the ethnic group 

as a separate entity and the loss of its distinctive values. Structural 

assimilation is followed by marital assimilation and then ethnic iden̂ -

tity begins to be lost in the larger host society and identificational 

assimilation begins to occur. 

The end products of assimilation in the United States may be 

divided into three classifications: (1) Anglo-conformity, (2) "melting 

pot," or (3) cultural pluralism. Gordon points out that the stages in 

Table 1 need not be totally achieved in quick succession on the scale 

of assimilation. An example of such partial progression along the 

assimilation scale is the fact that although the end result of Anglo-

conformity seems to be the most acceptable and most desired goal in the 

United States, the total culture has never achieved the stage of struc

tural assimilation, which to Gordon is the main hurdle. To cite another 

example of partial progress on the assimilation scale, acculturation 

without massive structural intermingling at primary group levels has 

been the dominant method of creating and developing a new nation out of 

diverse peoples. The conflicting positions of cultural plurality and 

Anglo-conformity, the tvjo results V7hich appear to be most pertinent to 

Milton M. Gordon, Assimilation in American Life (Nevr York: 
Oxford University Press, 1964), p. 81. 
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THE ASSIMILATION VARIABLES' 

32 

Subprocess or 

Condition 

Type or Stage of 

Assimilation 

Special 

Term 

Change of cultural 
patterns to those 
of host society 

Large scale entrance 
into cliques, clubs 
and institutions of 
host society, on 
primary group level 

Large scale inter
marriage 

Development of sense 
of people-hood based 
exclusively on host 
society 

Absence of prejudice 

Cultural or behav
ioral assimilation 

Structural assimi
lation 

Acculturation 

Marital assimi
lation 

Identificational 
assimilation 

Attitude receptional 
assimilation 

Amalgamation 

Absence of discrim
ination 

Behavior perceptional 
assimilation 

Absence of value and 
pov7er conflict 

Civic assim.ilation 

Milton M. Gordon, Assimilation in American Life (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1964), p. 71. 
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our study of traditional and urban societies, may be demonstrated by 

the following statements. First are the encouragements for cultural 

plurality: 

The tendency toward ethnic com.munality. . . is a powerful 
force in American life and is supported, once the ethnic 
subsociety is formed, by the principles of psychological „ 
inertia, comfortable social immersion, and vested interests. 

Then, there are the forces for Anglo-conformity: 

The operation of modern urbanized industrial society is 
predicated upon the assurance of the easy interchange-
ability and m.obility of individuals according to occupa
tional specialization and needs. . . . The subversion of 
ability to ethnic criteria runs counter to progress in 
society.^ 

Within an unassimilated or partially assimilated ethnic group 

there develops a netv7ork of organizations and informal social relation

ships which permits and encourages the members of the ethnic group to 

remain within the confines of the group for all of their primary rela

tionships and some of their secondary relationships, and for this to 

continue through all the stages of the life cycle. On the other hand, 

forces running counter to ethnic closure and ethnic conmiunality are: 

(1) personal friendships across ethnic lines, (2) a broadening of the 

cultural perspective, (3) exposure to a "general" culture in the occupa

tional role, (4) an appreciation of diverse values and (5) a rise in 

the rate of inter-ethnic marriage. There is then a dileram.a betv7een 

2 
Gordon, Assimilation in American Life, p. 247. 
3 
Ibid. , p. 236. 
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maintaining some of the cultural values of an ethnic group and gaining 

civil rights and social acceptance through assimilation. The choice 

necessitated or at least made available by such a dilemma is often a 

disconcerting one, and might be more thoroughly investigated using the 

-concept of marginality. 

Marginality 

Robert Park's often repeated definition of the marginal man 

describes a person who is , 

living and sharing intimately in the cultural life and traditions 
of two distinct peoples, never quite willing to break, even if he 
were permitted to do so, with his past and his traditions, and 
not quite accepted, because of racial prejudice, in the new soci
ety in which he now seeks to find a place. 

The marginal man . . . is one v7hom fate has condemned to live 
in two societies and in tv7o, not merely different, but antagonis
tic cultures."* 

Everett Stonequist proposed an interesting analogy—that the 

marginal man, in reference to Cooley's "looking-glass self," would 

find himself in a situation "as if he V7ere placed simultaneously 

between two looking-glasses, each presenting a different image of 

himself." The individuals of a subordinate or minority group v7hose 

social contacts have led them to become partially assimilated and psy

chologically identified with the dominant group vrithout being fully 

Ibid., p. 253. 

Robert E. Park, "Human Migration and the Ibê ĝinal Man," The 
American Journal of Sociology, XXXIII, No. 6 (May, 3 928), 881. 

Everett V. Stonequist, "The Problem of the Marginal Mĉ n," The 
American Journal of Sociology, XLI, No. 1 (July, 1935), 1. 
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accepted are in the marginal situation. Stonequist has devised what 

he calls the "Life Cycle of Marginality" for the individual. The 

first stage is the stage of "preparation"; the individual is being 

introduced into the two cultures, and some absorption of both cultures 

occurs. The stage of "preparation" roughly corresponds to the pro

tected environment of childhood. The second stage is the stage of 

"crisis"; the individual becomes aware of the cultural conflict which 

involves his ô-Tn career. He takes the attitudes of the two groups 

toward each other and himself and becomes something of a divided per

sonality. The "crisis" stage corresponds to the widening of social 

contacts and ensuing conflicts of adolescence. Stage three is a stage 

of more enduring responses of the individual to the situation. It cor

responds roughly to the necessary life accomraodations of maturity. 

Stage three may see the individual (a) continue tox̂ rard the dominant 

group, (b) move in another direction V7ith the subordinate group, or 

(c) opt to refrain from either course, in V7hich case V7lthdrawal and 

isolation may occur. Option (c) of the third stage in the life cycle 

is one in which personal problems v7ould seem to have the likelihood of 

being most severe. 

Just as there is an individual life cycle, there is also a 

natural history for a group situation of marginality. In the first 

stage of this natural history, a small number of marginal individuals 

Ibid., p. 10. 
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move ahead of their group. This favors a process of identification 

and assimilation with the dominant group. In the second stage, the 

size of the marginal group swells and the minority stirs with feelings 

of pride and nationalism. If the dominant race remains intransigent 

about its superiority, acceleration of the process may occur. The 

third stage may result in a changed social framework: if assimilation 

is facilitated, incorporation into the dominant system may occur; if 

o 

not, the minority group may grow and become dominant. 

Personal maladjustment has been both attributed to marginality 

and denied to a certain degree as being a result of the marginal situa

tion. Stonequist has written that at the minimum, the maladjustment 

consists of an inner strain and malaise, a feeling of isolation or of 

not quite belonging. In its extreme form, such mental conflict may 

become a disorganizing force V7hich leads to discouragement and despair, 

which in turn may lead to extreme forms of breakdown in life organiza-
9 

tion and possibly to mental disorganization and suicide. In a criticism 

of this extreme viewpoint, Golovensky brings up the point that the entire 

dominant culture constantly faces the problem of adjustment: our culture 

is a pattern of opportunity and frustration, inversion of emphasis 

between ends and means, struggling big and little forces arranged in 

competition, rootless people, favoring of youtli, sex roles in conflict. 

"In spite of this, most people are not neurotic because the human mind 

Ibid. , p. 12. 

E v e r e t t V. S t o n e q u i s t , The >:arginal Man (Isev: York: R u s s e l l 
and R u s s e l l , I n c . , 1 9 3 7 ) , p . 2 0 1 . 
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and psyche are endowed with viability and flexibility capable of 

synthesizing diversities and composing conflicts." Antonovsky, 

in another criticism of the extreme viewpoint on marginality, states 

that while the marginal groups as a whole remain in a conflicted 

state until the group disappears or regains its independence, indi

vidual members work out a way of life which can be relatively non-

marginal. They do so by laying greater or lesser stress on their 

relations to one or the other culture. The future of the group as 

a whole depends upon the proportions choosing each of the several 

11 

possible definitions. Stonequist softened his stand on the extreme

ness of the effects of marginality by proposing that although the 

solution is not an easy one, situations which will permit social 

acceptance on a self-respecting basis are simplest. Miat seems essen

tial is that the marginal individual shall not evade the issues, 

deceive himself, or act a role which does not have the fullest possible 

support of his deeper thoughts and sentiments. Neither denationaliza

tion nor fanatical nationalism of identity will provide a satisfactory 

12 
"inner harmony." 

David I. Golovensky, "The Marginal Man Concept: An Arialysis 
and Critique," Social Forces, XXX, No. 1 (October, 1952), 336. 

Aaron Antonovsky, "Tov7ard a Refinem.ent of the 'Marginal Man' 
Concept," Social Forces, XXXV, No. 1 (October, 1956), 62. 

12 
Stonequist, The Marginal. Man, p. 209. 
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Assimilation Among Mexican-Americans 

Mutual Evaluation of the Cultures 

The orientations, emotions, and aspirations of the Mexican-

American which motivate him to acceptance or rejection of Anglo-American 

cultural patterns have been very seldom understood by the Anglo. In a 

like manner, Mexican-Americans have displayed a similar lack of under

standing of Anglo-American motivations. Florence Kluckhohn has stated 

that "Mexican orientations—in our system—-secure very little for indi-

13 
viduals except a lack of mobility and a general lower class status." 

Her emphasis on the words, "in our system," suggests that she feels 

that life chances in our society are greatly influenced by the dominant 

culture and that the dominant group is not overly indulgent of minority 

groups. 

Ozzie Simmons has stated that much of what Mexican-Americans have 

suffered at Anglo-American hands has not been perpetrated deliberately, 

but through indifference. Anglos along the border who live in close 

proximity to Mexicans and Mexican-Ajnerleans labor under a dualism of 

expectations regarding the Mexican-/unerlean. The Ajiglos believe in the 

"American Creed" of dignity of the individual and rights to freedom and 

opportunity, but on the other hand they hold the contrasting assumption 

that Mexican-Americans are essentially inferior. Gordon Allport has 

defined a stereotype as an exaggerated belief associated V7ith a category 

13 
Fernando Penalosa and Edward C. McDonagh, "Social Mobility in 

a Mexican-Am.erican Community," Social Forces, XLIV, No. 4 (June, 1966) 
500. 
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such as a minority group, and the function of such a stereotype is to 

14 
justify conduct in relation to that category. Anglo stereotypes of 

the Mexican-American have justified practices of exclusion and sub

ordination just as Mexican-American stereotypes of the Anglo have 

justified withdrawal from Anglo society. 

William Madsen has contrasted the views of members of the two 

confronting cultures in The Mexican-Americans of South Texas > He feels 

that there is a predominant but not necessarily malicious view held by 

many Anglo-A:.mericans that their American norms are superior and Mexican-

American norms are too closely identified with superstition and ignor

ance to be tolerated. 

[Anglos] tend to regard the Mexican-American as child-like, 
emotional, ignorant, and in need of paternalistic guidance. 
The American zeal for bettering people leads to the popular 
conclusion that the Latin should be educated and remade in 
an Anglo mold. 

Madsen's contrasting delineation of the Mexican-American point of view 

concerning Anglo-American culture is one with V7hich very few Anglos are 

familiar: 

The Lati-n feels that blind dependence on science and the 
ceaseless push for advancement have fettered the Anglo's 
integrity and intellectual ability. The Latin male sees 
himself meeting life's problems ŵ ith intelligence and 
logic, which he finds lacking in the Anglo. An educated 

•'"Gordon W. Allport, The Nature of Prejudice (Camhridge: 
Addison Wesley Publishing Co., 1954). 

William Madsen, The Mexican-Americans of South T_exas_ (New 
York: Holt, Rinehart and V/inston, 1964), p. 12. 
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Latin pointed up the contrast in these words: "The Mexican-
American has no disdain for thinking, no mistrust of it. 
He wants to arrive at his own convictions, do his ov7n think
ing. The Anglo-American will fit into almost any organization 
in most any way if he can only get ahead. He is so often over
worked that even if he had faith in thinking, he would have 
little time for it. He accepts facts although he does not 
understand them." ^^ 

Historical Trends 

Mexican-American affinity for cultural integrity notwithstand

ing, symbols of the Anglo way of life are increasingly appearing in 

the Mexican-American community in a one-way process of acculturation. 

The transformation into an urban population has increasingly permitted 

upward mobility, material orientation, and adherence to the Anglo life-

pattern. "Mexican-Americans are adjusting to the more impersonal and 

more contractual ways of American society." Still, ethnocentrism is 

usually developed or retained by the Mexican-American and loyalty to 

Mexican identification endures. 

Margaret Mead has isolated some of the historical antecedents 

to assimilation which apply to the present situation of the Mexican-

American. When these people have had to move from a village to a city, 

it has generally been to a peripheral Mexican-American community. The 

tendency has not been to move readily, and there has never been a great 

proclivity for nom-adic behavior. A cautious and partial adjustment on 

the fringes of urban life has been preferred. The first type of his

torical adjustment V7as evidenced in the gradual shift from an agrarian 

Ibid. , p. 13. 

17 
Penalosa and McDonâ '/n, "Social Mobility," 499. 
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economy to wage work, beginning over ninety years ago; this was the 

development of migrant labor. A second type of adjustment was the 

development of crops for market rather than for family consumption. 

A third trend V7as the decline of more isolated villages and the growth 

of larger Mexican-American towns in more centralized locations, either 

along main highways, peripheral to Anglo cities, or V7ithin them. This 

appears to be a rural to urban mobility of household units, but actually 

18 
it has been a village movement. 

The Mexican-American population, moving V7ithin its own cultural 

milieu, has thus located itself in a position vis-a-vis the dominant 

Anglo society. Suspicious of the dominant group and on the periphery, 

historically and geographically, of the people of Latin America whose 

culture, language, and religion they share, the Mexican-American popu

lation fulfills the requirements of marginality as a group by being on 

the periphery of, and interdependent V7ith, two other groups V7hile being 

immersed in their own culture which is something of a synthesis. Inter

change between societies has always been a possibility, but the fact 

that the Anglo group considered the Mexican-American culture somevdnat 

inferior has alv7ays put a burden of attaining respectability upon the 

Mexican-Americans. Escape from their semi-caste position has been 

accomplished by (a) absorption into the Anglo group (through inter

marriage or occupational mobility V7ith reluctance to admit Mexican 

1 o 

^'argaret Mead, Cultural Patterns and Tec]mi cal. Change (Parl̂ >: 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 
1953), p. 185. 
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ancestry) or (b) through self-definition in some areas as "Spanish" 

or as some other "acceptable" designation rather than Mexican or 

19 
Mexican-American. These methods have of course been rather 

demeaning ones to the persons involved and they certainly fail to 

meet Stonequist's criteria for healthy adjustment to a marginal 

situation. To some extent a conversion to Protestantism has served 

as a personal escape from a subordinate social status, but it has not 

provided escape from the subordination imposed upon the ethnic group 

since the Mexican-American has generally attended a segregated Spanish-

language church. 

In his studies of assimilation and inferred marginality as a 

consequence, Madsen has documented increased incidences of deviant 

behavior in a group of Mexican-Americans v7ho rejected the tradi

tional customs and openly pursued the Anglo way of life were called 

"agringados" or "inglesados" (both derogatory terms referring to 

Mexican-Americans attempting cultural transfer) by other members of 

the Mexican-American community. The "agringados" were trapped in a 

psycho-social situation which produced stress and anxiety and they 

sought relief in a variety of V7ays: (1) some escaped the situation by 

leaving the community; (2) others retreated and became violently anti-

Anglo; (3) some committed anti-social acts; and (4) others ke[: t striv

ing for Anglo identification. The persons in category four V7ere found 

19 Penalosa and McDonagh, "Social Mobility," 499. 
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by Madsen to exhibit the highest rates of alcoholism and manifesta

tions of psychosomatic illnesses among Mexican-Americans in South 

Texas. At any rate the conflicts between Anglo and Latin cultures 

20 
manifest themselves in the personality of the "agringado." 

Assimilation has been a slow and painful task for the Mexican-

American; one he has not always relished. It has caused soul-searching 

in response to questions raised concerning needs and desires which had 

to be balanced against the pressures of an unrelenting dominant culture. 

No single set of answers has evolved. 

Evaluations of Assimilation 

Questions of Scientific Validity 

Speaking from the academic community, Octavio Romano, an anthro

pologist at the University of California at Berkeley, has criticised the 

works of Heller, Madsen, Rubel, Tuck, Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck as being 

21 inaccurate. Romano feels that most contemporary social scientists 

have pictured the Mexican-American as trapped in an isolated traditional 

culture until acculturation to the American way of life allo.-rs their 

advancement. Romano abhors the typing of all Mexican-Americans under 

one heading and he also feels that the Anglo-American value system 

leaves much to be desired as an ultimate goal. 

William Madsen, "The Alcoholic Agringado," American Anthro
pologist, LXVI, No. 2 (April, 1964), 357. 

Octavio I. Romano V, "The Aiithropolo'̂ y and Sociology of the 
Mexican-Americans: The Distortion of Mexican-American History," El̂  
Grito, II, No. 1 (Fall, 1968), 19. 
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Without questioning the accuracy of the authors mentioned by 

Romano, one of the incentives for our study of the contem.porary Mexican-

American in an urban setting was to update information about the assimi

lation of the Mexican-American into an encompassing, urban, American 

cultural system. The social scientific inferences about the unassimil-

able nature of the Mexican-American V7hich are deplored by Romano are 

provisional, as is all scientific knowledge. Observations by the social 

scientists who have studied the Mexican-Amerlean are open to challenge, 

as this is the nature of scientific inquiry. Studies done even in this 

decade must be relied upon only after taking into consideration the 

dynamic nature of social change, particularly in view of the sudden 

thrusting of the Mexican-American into an urban situation. There are 

obvious indications of differences in attitudes and behaviors betv7een 

the contemporary Mexican-American and the Mexican-American described 

in the works of writers like Heller, Madsen, Rubel, Tuck, Kluckhohn and 

Strodtbeck. It is our intention to do empirical research, using value-

orientations as an indicator, to determ-ine the degree of assimilation 

which has occurred in the sample V7e have selected. 

Doubts in the General Community 

There is also disagreement in the Mexican-Amierican commAinity in 

general about the degree of assimilation which is desirable and the 

degree which is possible. Such doubts and differences of opinion as 

to the efficacy and desirability of adopting Anglo-Am.eri can cultural 

patterns have produced varying manifestations of these patterns amenf, 
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Mexican-Americans. Some have "blended" and become "Americanized," 

but many prefer a more "Mexican" style of life. They feel that the 

emphases on family and interpersonal relationships found in the 

Mexican life style are superior to the "rat race" of job climbing and 

22 
club joining in which Anglo-Americans are caught up. Luis Valdez, 

active in California's Mexican-American movement, sees a gloomy future, 

particularly for the urban Mexican-American: "They have solved their 

Mexican contradictions with a pungent dose of Americanism and are more 

concerned with status, money, and bad breath than x<rith their ultimate 

23 
destiny." A strong argument against the efficacy of adoption of 

Anglo-American culture is made by Eliseo Risco, editor of L£ Raza, a 

militant underground East Los Angeles paper which attempts to speak 

for the Spanish-language Southv7est. Risco has stated in an editorial 

that: 

Things are changing so fast that in twenty years it V7ill be 
an occupational hazard to be an Anglo in the Southv7est. As 
long as the larger society refuses to deal with the basic 
issues that trouble our people, we are going to have a grow
ing emotional, psychological and economic need for defining 
our self-identity. The longer this takes, the m.ore alienated 
the self-definition of role will be.'^^ 

Whether such a prediction is rhetoric or insight remains to be seen, 

but the need for some support from their historical culture is obvi

ously felt by these Mexican-xAmerleans. 

9 9 

Patrick H. MacNamara, "Mexican-x\r.-.erleans in the Southv.est," 
America, CXIV, No. 11 (March 12, 1966), 353. 

^\oy Bongartz, "The Chicano Rebellion," Nation, CCVIII, No. 9 

(March 3, 1969), 273. 

9/> 

"Minorities Oppose Los Angeles School System," The Christian 
Century, LV, No. 36 (September 4, 1958), 1120. 
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A moderation of the positions stated above is made by the 

Reverend John A. Wagner, Executive Secretary of the Catholic "Bishop's 

Committee for the Spanish-Speaking" in San Antonio. From this organi

zation, which has generally been held in high regard by the Mexican-

American people, he states that: 

The work of acculturation V7ill not be accomplished by 
the minority alone. The majority too must be awakened to 
the responsibility to analyze its ox<fn position and make it 
possible for the new immigrant to assimilate himself into 
the American way of life. . . . I think it is clear that 
eventually the immigrant culture will give way to a form 
of life which is predominantly Ajnerican but . . . this 
occurs regularly and most harmoniously when the culture 
of the immigrant is respected.25 

A Summary of the Situation 
' r 

The situation of the Mexican-American in relation to assimila

tion is obviously very complex. Many of the writers who have studied 

this situation have, underscored the slowness of the assimilation 

process, often implying or asserting that the traditional culture of 

the Mexican-American is a basic cause of the problems they experience 

in an urban-industrial society. A minority of observers, mostly 

Mexican-Americans themselves, disagree with the prevalent view of 

the culture and personality of their people. Regardless of arguments 
e 

concerning the true character of the Mexican-American, there are many 

indications that he is rapidly becoming acculturated to the greater 

urban-industrial society. 

^^Ibid., 295. 
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The following chapters report our efforts to investigate 

one aspect of acculturation—changing value orientations—among 

urban Mexican-Americans. Since an adaptation of the research pro

cedure used by Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck in their investigation of 

New Mexico communities is used, let us turn next to a consideration 

of this earlier v7ork and its form when applied to our study. 



CHAPTER V 

THEORETICAL AND EMPIRICAL FRAMEWOPJC OF 

VARIATIONS IN VALUE ORIENTATIONS 

Kluckhohn-Strodtbeck Approach 

Background in Value Theory 

The theoretical underpinning of the research techniques used by 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck is a concept of value- orientations which is 

similar if not derived from Parsonian value theory as delineated in Par

sons and Shils' Toward a^ General Theory of Action. Value orientations 

are the complex but patterned or rank-ordered principles which result 

from the interplay of the three analytically distinguishable elements 

of the evaluative process. These elements are the cognitive, the affec

tive, and the directive, and they give order and direction to the con

tinuing flow of human acts and thoughts as these relate to the solution 

2 

of common human problems. The elements of the evaluative process con

form roughly to Parsons and Shils' cognitive, cathectic, and evaluative 

3 

functions or "symbol systems." In the Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck theor

etical posture, the cognitive (or existential) element of the evaluative 

Talcott Parsons and Edward A. Shils (eds.) , Tô .7ard a General 
Theory of Action (Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 
1967). 

2 
Florence Rockv70od Kluckhohn and Fred L. Strodtbeck, Variations 

in Value Orientations (Evanston, Illinois: Row, Peterson and Company, 
1961), p. 4. 

3 
Parsons and Shils, Op. cit., p. 162. 

48 
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process gives answer to the question of "what is." The affective 

element reflects that which is desired. The third element, the 

directive, may be thought of as normative in a sense and selective 

in the sense that it allows a blending or synthesis of the cognitive 

and affective elements. 

Clyde Kluckhohn, writing in Parsons and Shils' Toward a General 

Theory of Action, stated that the word "value" implies a code or stand

ard which has some degree of persistence through time: one which 

organizes a system of action. Things, acts, ways of behaving and goals 

of action are placed on an approval-disapproval continuum. "A value 

is a conception, explicit or implicit, distinctive of an individual or 

characteristic of a group, of the desirable which influences the selec-

4 
tion from available modes, means, and eiids of action." In the above 

definition are implied all three of the elements of the evaluative 

process: the affective ("desirable"), cogniti.ve ("conception"), and 

conative or directive ("selection"). In answering his own question as 

to why there are values, Kluckhohn states that social life would be 

impossible v7ithout them; the social system's functioning could not 

continue to achieve group goals; individuals could not receive what they 

want and need from other individuals in personal and em-otional terms, 

nor feel within them.selves a necessary m.easure of order and purpose. 

Clyde Kluckhohn, "Values and Value Orientations in the Theory 
of Action," in Tov/ard a General Theory of Action, ed. by Talcott Par
sons and Edward A. Shils (Cambridge, Maseachusetts: Eai-vard University 
Press, 1967), p. 395. 
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The most important consequence of the existence of values is that they 

5 
add an element of predictability to social life. 

A basic supposition of the value theory of the Kluckhohn-

Strodtbeck book is that the third or directive element (Parsons and 

Shils' evaluative function) provides a basis for selecting between 

the cognitive and affective elements (Parsons and Shils' cognitive and 

cathectic functions). "It is indeed in the evaluative synthesis of 

cognitive and cathectic modes of orientation that the major lines of 

the patterns of value-orientation of a system of action emerge." 

Such an evaluative function includes the way or V7ays an actor has of 

orienting to and acting with respect to his own impulses and ideas as 

well as ways of orienting to outside objects. Clyde Kluckhohn states 

that "values" synthesize cognitive and cathectic elements in orienta

tions to an object workd, specifically a social object world or a 

relationship system. That is, the directive aspect of the evaluative 

process turns inv7ard on one's own viev7S, desires, and needs as well as 

outward to the same perceived elements in others. 

The relationship between existential and normative propositions 

may be thought of as reciprocal. The normative judgments must be based 

^Ibid., p. 400. 

Parsons and Shils, Toward a General Theory of Action, p. 164. 

Clyde Kluckhohn, "Values and Value Orientations in the Theory 
of Action," 394. 
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on the group's notion of what actually exists, but the group's con

ception of the universe ("what is" or "what is natural and obvious") 

will be based in part upon prior normative orientations. What must 

be done is usually closely related to the perceived nature of things; 

beliefs about "what is" are often superficially disguised assumptions 

of "what ought to be." The cognitive and affective elements, singularly 

and in their synthesis, have a causal nature in a V7ay that the directive 

element does not, and the directive element has integrative and guiding 

influences not found in cognition or affectivity. 

There would be no value system V7hich takes human behavior 
out of the realm of the purely instinctual were it not for 
the quite highly developed human capacities for intellec
tion and affectivity. But it also seems apparent that 
there would be no ordered, no systematic value system 
without a directive tendency which both aids in the selec
tion of many possible value systems and also serves to 
give continuity to the total system.^ 

The selectivity referred to in the above excerpt has both relating 

(integrating) and directive (processual guiding) infliiences upon the 

other elements. 

Almost all the aspects of the social life of a people give 

expression in varying ways and degrees to the basic values V7hich are 

characteristic of one culture as opposed to another. Using the concept 

of value orientations as a guiding principle, it is felt that the direc

tive element is the one of the three elements of the evaluative process 

which is of primary interest, and it is the directive element vdaich is 

o 
Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variations in Value Orientations, 

p. 8. 
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the subject of the Kluckhohn-Strodtbeck investigation. To the original 

proposal that there is an ordered variation in value orientation choices 

are added three more assumptions: 

(1) There is a limited number of common human problems for 

which all people at some time must find some solution. 

(2) VJhile there is variability in solutions of all problems, 
it is neither limitless nor random but is definitely 
variable within a range of possible solutions. 

(3) All alternatives of all solutions are present in all 
societies at all times but are differentially 
preferred." 

Five problems are singled out by Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck as 

the crucial ones to all human groups. These problems, stated in the 

form of questions, are as follov7s (The titles of the orientations which 

relate to the solutions of the problems follow the questions): 

(1) Wliat is the character of innate human nature? 

(human nature orientation) 

(2) What is the relation of man to nature (and supernature)? 

(man-nature orientation) 

(3) What is the temporal focus of human life? 

(time orientation) 

(4) What is the m.odality of human activity? 

(activity orientation) 

(5) What is the modality of man's relationship to other men? 

(relational orientation) 

^Ibid., p. 10. 

A sixth problem is man's conception of space and b.is place in 
it. The conceptual variables of tb.is problen; had not beeni sufficiently 
worked out at the time of the Kluckliohn-Strodtbeck study. 
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The ranges of variability suggested as a testable conceptual-

11 
ization of the variations in value orientation are given in Table 2. 

12 
Brief Explanations of tb.e Value Orientations 

Human Nature Orientation.—The human nature orientation as seen 

in Table 2 is fairly self-explanatory, but briefly it is a judgment as 

to the innate goodness or evilness of man and x-7hether or not such nature 

is changeable or unalterable. The fitting of all five orientations into 

a three variable system causes some strain in this case, but the three 

categories were felt adequate by Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck for the anal

ysis of major variations. 

Man-Nature (-Supernature) Orientation.— This orientation is 

well kno\m from philosophy and cultural history. It involves three 

alternative orientations. The first, Subjugation-to-Nature, would lead 

one to accept that V7hich occurs as fate. The second. Harmony-V7ith-

Nature is a conception in V7hich there is no real separation of man, 

nature, and supernature. This orientation is dominant in Chinese his

tory and presently in Japanese culture. The third, Mastery-over-Nature, 

is the dominant orientation of most Americans. Natural forces of all 

kinds are to be overcome and put to the use of human beings. 

Tim.e Orientation.— The temporal focus of hum.an life breaks 

easily into the Past, Present, and Future. A Present tir.ie orientation 

• •'""̂ Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variations in Value Orientations, 

p. 12. 

•'-"'ibid., p. 11. 



54 

might be held by people who pay little attention to what has happened 

in the past and who regard the future as vague and unpredictable. His

torically, China has had a society dominated by the Past time orienta

tion. Ancestor worship and a strong family tradition were both 

expressions of this preference. A Future orientation may be indicated 

by consideration of the ways of the past as "old-fashioned" and by a 

lack of contentment V7ith the present. This view results in a high 

positive evaluation of change. 

Activity Orientation.—The range of variation in solutions for 

the problem of human activity orientation is from Being to Being-in-

Becoming, to Doing. The Being orientation might be described as a 

preference for spontaneous expression of one's impulses a-nd desires. 

The idea of development is important in the Being-in-Becomi.ng orienta

tion; it emphasizes that kind of activity V7hich has as its goal the 

development of all aspects of the self as an integrated whole. The 

most distinctive feature of the Doing orientation is a demand for the 

kind of activity which results in accomplishments that are measurable 

by standards external to the acting individual. "The concrete behavior 

of individuals in complex situations and the moral codes governing that 

13 
behavior usually reflect all the orientations simLiltaneously." 

Relational Orientation.— The definition of man's relation to 

other men is subdivided into Lineal, Collateral, and Individualistic 

alternatives. The Individualistic principle means that individual 

13 
Ibid., p. 16. 
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goals have primacy over group goals. This does not mean selfish dis

regard of others, but that a man's responsibility to the total society 

is structured so as to make him autonomous in the sense of being inde

pendent of particular groupings. Collateral orientation calls for a 

primacy of goals and welfare of the laterally extended group. The 

particular group is usually independent of other similar groups. If 

the Lineal principle is dominant, group goals again have primacy, but 

there is the added goal of continuity through time and ordered posi

tional succession within the group. Such succession is often based on 

hereditary factors. An example of Lineality is the aristocracy in 

England. 

For the reasons of limited time and research funds, the human 

nature orientation and the Being-in-Becoming variant of the activity 

orientation were not studied in the empirical research reported in 

Variations in Value Orientations. 

To repeat, a basic assumption of this system was that the rank

ing of value orientation v7ould vary consistently V7ith the types or 

classes of situations in which behavior occurs. The reaction of a par

ticular group to universal human problems would be the indicator of its 

value orientations. The value orientations of a particular group may 

change, if the situation changes, since the alternative solutions to 

the universal problems are present in all societies. 
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Adaptation of the Kluckhohn-Strodtbeck Methodology 

for Research in an Urban Area 

While Variations in Value Orientations was published in 1961, 

the field research was terminated in 1951. The geographic area 

involved was around and including Zuni, New Mexico. Five communities 

were studied: one Navaho Indian, one Pueblo Indian, one Spanish-

American, one Mormon, and one which was a farming community of recent 

homesteaders from Texas and Oklahoma. 

A variation of the Kluckhohn-Strodtbeck research instrument was 

used in the investigation conducted in conjunction with this paper. In 

the original instrument a schedule of twenty-two items was created for 

testing the rank ordering of the value orientation alternatives in the 

five villages. The number of items allowed for determination of each 

value orientation was as follows: relational orientation, seven items; 

man-nature and time orientations, five items each; and activity orienta

tions, five items. Each item of the schedule first delineated a type 

of life situation which the authors believed common to a rural society 

and then posed alternative solutions for the problem sketched. The 

solutions gave expression to the conceptualized alternatives of the 

14 
value orientation in question. 

Two principle questions were put to each respondent concerning 

the alternate solutions. First V7as the query to elicit his or her 

first choice among all three alternatives (tv7o in the case of activity 

p. 77. 
Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variations in Value OrientatJ cni.-., 
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orientation), and the second question asked the preference between the 

remaining alternatives. A further question was put to each respondent 

to determine how he perceived the orientations of his fellows in the 

community, but a rigorous analysis was not made of this data and such 

a question was not included in the investigation made for this paper. 

The primary purpose and objective of constructing the Kluckhohn-

Strodtbeck schedule V7as to study inter-cultural or cross-cultural varia

tions in value orientations. The internal structure of each samiple was 

not stratified, except that half of the respondents in each community 

were men and half were women. The number of respondents in each commun

ity varied from 20 to 25, and were picked randomly from the total of the 

population over 20 years of age, except in the Spanish-American commun

ity where the total eligible population V7as interviewed. The research 

instrument used by Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck may be found in Appendix B. 

Because of the rural orientation of most of their questions, and 

because their questionnaire was considered too lengthy to maintain the 

attention of an urban respondent, a revised interview schedule V7as con

structed for our purposes. (See Appendices C and D for English and 

Spanish versions of the revised schedule.) In revising the schedule, 

two questions V7ere used to determine value orientations in each of the 

four categories that Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck used. Some of the ques

tions are readily recognizable as shortened versions of those appearing 

in the original questionnaire; others drav7 upon the revisions r̂ ade by 
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Bernard C. Rosen, who adapted the approach of Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck 

15 
to determine achievement orientations. The schedule had to be given 

a more urban cast and the revision effected this changed outlook. Par

ticularly, in addition to natural and supernatural forces V7hich are 

largely inexplicable to the rural man, there are social forces at work 

in the urban situation whose origins are equally unfathomable. The man-

nature orientation was changed to man-environment in order to reflect 

the increasing complexity of these forces greater than himself which 

man must now face. 

Beside data from the value-orientation schedule, a small amount 

of background information was obtained in our study. Included V7ere 

ethnic group, age, occupation, schooling, sex, marital status, location 

of interview, and length of residence. The additional data were used 

mainly as a check to determine the consistency of the sample obtained. 

The revised schedule is directed primarily at the determination of 

inter-cultural variations; and, therefore, internal differentiation 

data are not used in the statistical analysis. The size of our sample 

precludes statistical analysis of intra-cultural variation. 

The statistical analyses and presentation of the data collected 

by the Kluckhohn-Strodtbeck research were fairly refined and innovative. 

See Bernard C. Rosen; "The Achievement Syndrome: A Psychocul-
tural Dimension of Social Stratification," American Sociological Review, 
XXI (April, 1956), 203; "Race, Ethnicity, and the Acliieven̂ ent Syndroi-e,"" 
American Sociological Review, XXIV (February, 1959), 45. 
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Kendall's "S" was used for determining the statistical significance of 

a particular community's consensus toward any value orientation of the 

three available. A polar system of graphic representation was used to 

show where a particular community's orientation lay. The orientations 

were mathematically interrelated so that the plotting of a single point 

on polar co-ordinates gave the degree of affinity for a particular 

orientation and lack of affinity or neutrality toward other orienta

tions. The degree of significance of the findings for each question 

or grouping of questions representing a particular orientation was 

shovm by concentric circles drawn on the polar co-ordinates. Between-

culture differences were graphically presented on a linear scale for 

two-alternative questions. 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck's Findings: Spanish-
American Data 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck's findings may be summarized briefly. 

First let us consider the relational orientation. Taken as a whole, 

the responses showed that in 1951 the persons interviewed were only 

slightly more Individualistically than Lineally oriented. Due to a 

more than normal inconsistency of patterning in the system (the 

various questions did not elicit similar responses in this particular 

orientation), it was believed that there V7as very probably a transi

tional process occurring. 
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The preference in the time orientation was Present over Future 

over Past. There was some internal inconsistency in this orientation, 

but less than in the relational orientation. 

The man-nature orientation showed a high degree of internal 

consistency of responses. The Subjugation-to-Nature response was pre

ferred to the Over-Nature response and the With-Nature response was 

chosen by very few. 

In the activity orientation the summary ordering of all indica

tors showed a definite preference for Being over Doing. 

Most important for our purposes is the conclusion reached by 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck that the Spanish-American population was the 

most distinctively different of the groups studied. Of special inter

est is the contrast V7ith Anglo-American values. The latter group 

stressed Individualism, Future time orientation, Mastery-Over-Nature, 

and the Doing activity orientation. 



CHAPTER VI 

SAMPLING AND DATA GATHERING 

The Area Involved 

The population from V7hich the sample for our study was drawn is 

census tract three of Lubbock, Texas. (See Appendix A. Census tract 

three is a part of what is known as the Arnett-Benson neighborhood.) 

The developed area of census tract three is bounded by Fourth Street 

and Texas Tech University on the south, by University (College) Avenue 

and commercial and light industrial areas on the east, by Clovis Road 

and the Panhandle and Santa Fe Railroad on the north, and by Indiana 

Avenue and Tech farms on the west. There are two platted blocks to the 

west of Indiana Avenue in the census tract, and these are included in 

our population for random sampling. The developed area described above 

has an approximate land area of 1.2 square miles. 

Census tract three does not meet all the requirements in the 

definition of a community. It is a delimited geographic area V7ithin 

which some social interaction undoubtedly occurs. Additionally, comjnon 

ties of an ethnic character are probably present. On the other hand, 

the area does not provide within its confines all the goods and services, 

educational or religious or recreational facilities required by its in

habitants. Most employment is undoubtedly outside the area. A commun

ity consciousness is not likely. Census tract three does fit fairly 

Dennis Poplin, The Cor;;nunity: A Survey of Theories and '̂£̂ ne_d£ 
of Research, Department of Sociology and /vnthronology, T̂ exas Tcce!Lolô ;i-
cal College (Lubbock: The author, 1969), p. 7. 
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well into the concept of a neighborhood, which is a component part of 

a community rather than a com.munity in itself. Neighborhoods include 

residential areas which lie within the central city (in urban areas) 

and which are normally homogeneous in dwelling type and other character-

2 
• • * 

istics. 

As social entities, neighborhoods consist of a group of people 
whose association with one another grows out of the fact that 
they live in a delimited area. Hence, neighborhoods are often 
analyzed as arenas in X'7hich people visit with each other, 
borrow from each other, and render mutual assistance in times 
of crisis.^ 

The area contains a junior high school in the northeast, two 

elementary schools (one on Erskine Road and one five blocks north of 

Fourth Street), a city park playground facility, and a large Catholic 

church (Our Lady of Grace) as well as various protestant churches. 

Along Fourth Street to the south are found a shopping center which 

serves quite a larger population than that found in census tract three, 

and a complex of apartment houses which cater exclusively to Texas Tech 

students. University (College) Avenue to the east is strip zoned and 

has quite a few smaller businesses, second hand stores, franchise eating 

establishm.ents, a post office, some light industry, and food stores. 

The railroad and Clovis Road to the north com.pletely cut off the area 

from a development of heavier industry. To the west of Indiana is farm 

land. The housing in census tract three appears to reflect ipostly lo./er 

2 
Ibid., p. 58. 
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middle class residency with some lower class residency. The lack of 

maintenance in some areas might be indicative of a high degree of 

transiency, absenteeism, or the existence of rental property. The 

area just north of Fourth Street has quite a few duplexes and many 

Tech students reside there. Geographically, at least, there is a 

fair degree of insularity found in tract three. 

Mexican-Amerleans in the Area 

The Mexican-American population in census tract three is there 

as the result of a fairly recent trend in migration within the city and 

immigration from other areas. The traditional Mexican-American barrio 

of Lubbock is essentially that area delimited by census tract eight 

(kno\>7n as the Guadalupe neighborhood), but even the barrio did not exist 

until an influx of Mexican-American residents occurred in the 1920's and 

1930's. According to Lawrence Graves' A History of Lubbock, as late as 

January, 1917, a census found no Mexican-American residents in the incor

porated city.^ As their numbers increased in the ensuing decades, the 

Mexican-American population found residence mainly in the area north of 

Fourth Street and west of Mackenzie Park (the Guadalupe neighborhood), 

but some moved to the west and south, generally settling in less desir

able areas or filling in neighborhoods which Anglo-Americans had dis

carded as being no longer respectable or fashionable. Such an ethnic 

invasion-succession process is at work in census tract three. The fact 

^Lawrence L. Graves, ed., A History of Lubbock (Lubbock: West 
Texas Museum Association, 1962), p. 158. 
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that the neighborhood is a bicultural area and an area in transition 

is borne out by the data obtained in the last census. The 1960 census 

of tract three found a total population of 8,873, with 35 Negroes and 

508 persons with Spanish surnames. This was a Spanish-surname popula

tion of less than 6 per cent of the total. Conservative estimates nov7, 

in 1970, put the percentage of Spanish-surname population at well over 

50 per cent of the total. 

The inference from these changing population characteristics 

is that most of the Mexican-American population interviewed should be 

fairly mobile; there are probably few long-time Mexican-American resi

dents. Many of the characteristic problems encountered in an urban 

place would be expected to be at work in the Mexican-American sector of 

the population. Census tract three, then, a bicultural transitional 

neighborhood, v7ould appear to be an ideal neighborhood in which to 

study changing cultural values because of the mixed ethnic nature and 

the mobility of the residents. Census tract eight, the Guadalupe 

neighborhood, while having the greatest concentration of Mexican-

Americans of census tracts in Lubbock, also provides reinforcement for 

the traditional values of its residents being in effect a. sanctuary of 

sorts from urban problems and V7orries for many people v/ho live V7ithin 

its confines. For this reason, its population v.as not subjected to 

investigation in this study. 

U.S., Department of Corumerce, Bureau of the Census, U.S. Census 
of Population and Housing: 1960. Census Tr_ĉ ĉ £: Lub!-ock, }lexa_s_, S_̂and̂-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Area. Final Report PilC (i)~85, p. 13. 
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It will be our intention to see if the value orientations in 

an urban Mexican-American sample will be much like those of an urban 

Anglo sample taken in the same vicinity, or if they will be similar to 

the rural Spanish-American sample studied by Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck 

in New Mexico in 1951. (It might be noteworthy that even in the rural 

sample Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck found change occurring within two 

orientations, the relational and the time orientations). 

The Sample 

In order to draw a sample, the blocks in census tract three 

were arbitrarily numbered (except for the blocks along Fourth Street 

which contained the apartment complexes with exclusive residential 

policies, and the large shopping center which V7as non-residential. 

Four long blocks in the center of tract three V7ere the equivalent of 

eight normal blocks and were so numbered.) A list of random numbers 

was compiled to choose sample blocks from the total number. A Mexican-

American respondent and an Anglo-American respondent were to be inter

viewed in each block chosen, and the number of men and V7omen respondents 

was balanced in each group. The m.ethod of choosing the initial inter

view in a block was to start in the northeast corner of each block and 

proceed in a counter-clockv/ise direction until the required respondents 

were encountered. The initial interviews were conducted in Engli.sh, 

but when a respondent V7as contacted who preferred to have tlie question

naire administered in Spanish, a Spanish-speaking interviev-er returned 
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to complete the schedule. A sample size of 25 for Mexican-Amerleans 

and 26 for Anglo-Americans, approximately the same as that used by 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, was taken. 



CHAPTER VII 

HYPOTHESES 

The hypotheses subjected to testing in this study for the 

most part reflected an expectation that the value orientations of 

Mexican-Americans and the Anglo-Americans in our sample would not 

differ significantly. Furthermore, it was anticipated that both groups 

would adhere to value choices considered dominant in middle class Anglo-

American society, with the possible exception of the activity orienta

tion. In that case there was some expectation that Being might be 

preferred to Doing in the Mexican-American sample, or that choices 

might be evenly divided. 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck found evidences of change in both the 

relational and time orientations among the Spanish-Americans in 1951. 

(Both appeared to be changing in the direction of Anglo preferences.) 

It was felt that if these two orientations were in the process of 

alteration at that time and in a rural setting, much more change would 

have occurred by the time of this study (in 1970). Of the two remaining 

orientations, activity and man-environment, it was felt that the activity 

orientation would be able to resist change longer than man-environment. 

Because the Mastery-over-Environment variation is so strong in urban

ized American culture, it was felt that the Subjugation-to-Environment 

variation would soon succumb. Hypothesizing the preference of Being 

over Doing for the Mexican-American was of course contingent on the 

68 
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belief that a change in this orientation would probably occur, but had 

not yet. The absence of the Being-in-Becoming category might also 

cause some ambivalence when the necessity to make a choice between 

Being or Doing is encountered by the respondents. 

The hypotheses are as follows concerning the Mexican-American 

sample: 

1. There will be a significant preference among the three 

variations in the man-environment orientation for the Mastery-over-

Environment variation. 

Null hypothesis: There will be no significant preference among 

the three variations in the man-environment orientation. 

2. There will be a significant preference among the three 

variations in the time orientation for the Future variation. 

Null hypothesis: There will be no significant preference among 

the three variations in the time orientation. 

3. There V7ill be a significant preference among the two varia

tions in the activity orientation for the Being variation. 

Null hypothesis: There will be no significant preference among 

the two variations in the activity orientation. 

4. There V7ill be a significant preference among the three 

variations in the relational orientation for the Individualism variation 

Null hypothesis: There will be no significant preference among 

the three variations in the relational orientation. 
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The only difference between the hypotheses for the Mexican-American 

sample and those for the Anglo-American sample is in hypothesis three, 

which for the Anglo sample is as follows: 

There will be a significant preference among the two variations 

in the activity orientation for the Doing variation. 

Null hypothesis: There will be no significant preference among 

the two variations in the activity orientation. 

The summation of all the above hypotheses may be stated in this 

manner: 

For all but the activity orientation there will be no differ

ence betv/een Mexican-American and Anglo-American ranking of preferences. 

Tests for significance will be based upon the null hypotheses. 



CHAPTER VIII 

ANALYSIS OF THE DATA 

The Statistical Methods Used 

The statistical analysis of the data was conducted with two 

primary objectives in view. First, a statistical test of significance 

was utilized in order to evaluate the distribution of responses on the 

alternative value orientations. Second, the statistical procedures 

made possible a graphic presentation of the differences in responses 

of the Mexican-American and the Anglo-American subjects. 

First, it v7ould be very beneficial in any attempt to follow 

the statistical analysis of the results to understand the methods of 

numerical coding of the responses. Two questions in the interview 

schedule in Appendix C (Questions 10 and 17) allow for only two possible 

responses, whereas Questions 12 through 16 allov7 three responses. Bino

mial analysis is used to determine significance levels for Questions 10 

and 17 (which comprise the activity orientation), Of tvio alternatives 

designated A and B in Questions 10 and 17, a choice may be ranked 1 for 

most preferred or 2 for least preferred, or the two may be preferred 

equally, in which case the ranking V7ould be 1.5 - 1.5. (See Appendix E 

for the numerical coding of data.) In order to assess the probability 

that the frequency of choice observed V70uld not have occurred by chance, 

the observed frequencies are matched against a nori •el-curve binomial 

distribution. Vrnen the .05 level of significance is chosen, the null 

71 
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hypothesis states that any departure from a 50 - 50 distribution would 

occur less than 5 per cent of the time by chance alone. If there is 

no difference, the proportion of persons preferring A to B or B to A 

is expected to be the same, or 0.50. The test of significance, then, 

indicates how many respondents must prefer one alternative to another 

to reject the hypothesis of no difference. The equation used is: 

z = —• 
J 
*^m(pA>o )r9'aM) 

where 

z = a unit normal deviate 

^A>B - observed frequency of persons preferring 
A to B. 

E (fA>o) ~ expected frequency of persons preferring 
A to B. 

.5*0 = correction for continu.ity. 

PA>B ~ the expected proportion of persons pre
ferring A to B. 

OB>A - the expected proportion of persons pre
ferring B to A. 

m = the number of persons in the sample. 

Appendix F contains the actual solutions of this equation to determine 

the number of persons v/ho must choose one alternative over the other 

(̂ A>8 ) foî  3 given (m), in order to reach the designated significance 

levels of .05 or .01. The results of Questions 10 arid 17 are grapl.icall; 

displayed by use of linear proportions in figures 5, 7, and 8. 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variations in Value Orientations, 
p. 131. 



73 

Different procedures are required for determining significant 

levels when three alternatives are provided as in Questions 11 through 

16. In these questions, the three alternatives to be ranked are desig

nated A, B, and C. The most preferred ranking of the three is given 

a value of 1 and the least preferred ranking is given a value of 3 for 

statistical purposes. Ties between alternatives could result in desig

nations such as 1 - 2.5 - 2.5 or 1.5 - 1.5 - 3, or if there is no 

preference between alternatives, a designation of 2 - 2 - 2 will result. 

(See Appendix E.) Because three alternatives are ranked in these ques

tions, multivariate analysis must be used to determine significance 

levels, and a polar graphic representation is used to display the rank

ings and their interrelationship. Once again, the null hypothesis 

assumes that each alternative ranking choice is equally likely to occur, 

and in order to prove that the observed deviations from equality are 

greater than can be attributed to chance, V7e can utilize either the .05 

or .01 levels of significance; In the ranking of alternatives (shoxm 

in Appendix E), it can be seen that if all alternatives \7ere preferred 

equally by the respondents, the sura for all A responses would equal the 

2 

sum for B responses V7hich V70uld equal the sum for C responses. The 

algebraic differences between observed and expected sums are the quan

tities used to determine whether the degree of consensus observed is a 

chance occurrence. The statistic obtained vrhen the differences are 

2 
Thus, in the case of three alternatives, the expected sun 

for "theoretical null" responses V70uld be equal to the sum of râ 'l.i.ng 
numbers assigned per individual (6), times (m) the number of resoop.dents, 
divided by (3), the nimiber of alternatives. The actual sums are obtaine-l 
by adding the columns. 

file:///7ere
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squared and summed is called Kendall's S. Since for this statistic the 

probability distribution under the conditions of the null hypothesis is 

3 

known, a significance test of the level of consensus is provided. 

A concrete example which will illustrate the calculation of S 

is provided by the ranking of alternatives by Mexican-American respon

dents for Question 11 (See Appendix E, p. 140). An excerpt from this 

particular table is shown following, giving the data necessary for the 

computation of S and the construction of a statistical artifact which 

is used for plotting the results on polar coordinates: 

A B C 

Expected Sum 50.0 50.0 50.0 
Observed Sum 65.5 41.5 43.0 

Difference -15.5 8.5 7.0 

The sum of the residuals is always zero and the sum of their squares 

is designated as S: 

a + b + c =-0 

a^ + b^ + c^ = S 

In the above example 

S = (-15.5)^ + (8.5)^ + (7.0)^ = 361.50 

When the number of alternatives ranked is 3 and (m) is knovrn, the values 

for the .05 and .01 significance levels of S can be determined by using 

Kendall's S Statistic Table for the Measurement of Consensus (Appendix 

G). With S equal to 361.50 and with an (m) of 25 as in our example. 

\aurice G. Kendall, Rani: Correlation MotJiods_ (Londem: Charles 
Griffin and Company, Ltd., 1948)7 p. 49""/ 

file:///aurice


75 

it can be concluded that such an S value would be obtained less than 

one time in a hundred by chance and that therefore there is a con

sensus within this particular ethnic group on the patterning of the 

responses to this item. Values of S for a number of respondents (m) 

not shown in the table in Appendix G can be obtained by interpolation 

4 
between knô ivn values. (See Appendix F for mathematical solutions.) 

Graphic Presentation 

The results of the ranking of three alternatives to a partic

ular question may be plotted on polar coordinates by utilizing the 

following method to determine numerical values for A, B, and C prefer

ences (using Question 11 as an example): 

a 

b 
ifm" 

c 
'fm' 

-15.5 
*r2'5 

8.5 
/̂25 

7 
V25 

= - 3 . 1 

- 1.7 

= 1.4 

A computing check is that the sum of the three divisions is equal to 

zero. The values obtained are plotted on the A, B, and C axes as shovrn 

in Figure 1. A perpendicular from each of these calculated points on 

the A, B, and C axes is constructed, and the point of intersection of 

the perpendiculars is the plotting point for the value orientation of 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck, Variatioi2s;. in VgjLu^ Orientations, 

p. 127. 



76 

Fig. 1.—The plotting of polar co-ordinates. 

Fig. 2.—The location of radii of si^nificai.e: 
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the particular group (Mexican-American or Anglo-American) for the 

question under consideration. For each question, a separate polar 

representation is constructed, showing the relative positioning of 

the value plottings for both Anglo-American and Mexican-American 

respondents. In addition, each two-question grouping comprising a 

single orientation is combined graphically in a single plotting and 

once again the Mexican-American and Anglo-American positions are dis

played in a composite representation. 

Significance levels which have been designated may also be 

expressed, using polar coordinates, as radii. The method recommended 

by Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck for determining a particular radius is the 

use of the formula 

2S 

r = ,, 
3m 

which is a conversion of the value of S/m from Cartesian to polar 

coordinates. The value of S/m is found in Kendall's table in Appendix 

G; as the numerical value is for all practical purposes constant, the 

value of (r) at the .05 level of significance is 2.0 and the value at 

the .01 level of significance is 2.45. For the more industrious, or 

because the formula for (r) in Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck's book contains 

a typographical error, the formula may be derived by mathematical iden

tities or the exact numerical value for (r) may be calculated by 

accepting a given value for one of a, b, or c and solving for the 

^Ibid., p. 128. 
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unknov7ns using a known value of S at the .05 or .01 level of signifi

cance for a known (m). For example, at the .05 level of significance 

with (m) equal 25, 

a + b + c = 0 

2 2 2 

a + b + c = S = 1 4 9 . 8 

A value for (a) may be assumed and (b) and (c) may be solved for using 

simultaneous equations; the value of (r) may be determined by trigo

nometry. (Appendix F includes the calculations necessary to construct 

the graphic presentations.) 

Analysis of the Data 

The analysis of the interviev7S has produced much more informa

tion than is incorporated into a test of significance of the formal 

hypotheses, but it is preferable to use such a test as the starting 

point to a more detailed analysis. 

For the Mexican-American sample, hypothesis one (see pages 69 

and 70 for hypotheses) stated that there v7ould be a significant prefer

ence for the Mastery-over-Environment variation (Questions 13 and 16— 

see Appendix C for the Revised Interview Schedule). In this case the 

null hypothesis that there v7ould be no significant preferences vras 

rejected at the .01 level and Figure 3 indicates that the preference 

was for the Man-over-Environment variation. The Anglo-Aiaerican sample 

reacted in almost the same manner, and thus v:e affirm hypothesis oae 

for the Mexican-American and Anglo-American sa;nples by rejectin::. the 

null hypothesis and plotting the preferences. 
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A 

Fig. 3.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences Composite, 
Questions 13 and 16, Man-Environment orientation. 
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O 

Fig. 4.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences. 

Composite, Questions 11 and 14, Tim.e orientation. 
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Hypothesis two, that there would be a significant preference 

for the Future variation of the time orientation (Questions 11 and 14). 

must be handled somewhat differently. Although the null hypothesis of 

no difference is rejected at the .01 level. Figure 4 indicates that 

both Anglo-American and Mexican-American plottings fall in the B > C > A 

sector (Present> Future> Past), while the Mexican-American plotting 

only marginally does so, falling almost on a sector boundary,which 

would result in a cryptic description of B = C>A. At any rate, 

hypothesis two must be rejected. 

Hypothesis three for the Mexican-American sam.ple stated that 

there V70uld be a significant preference for the Being variation of 

the activity orientation (Questions 10 and 17). Figure 5, which shov7s 

the composite of the results of the tv7o questions used in this orienta

tion, indicates that the null hypothesis is not rejected at the .05 

level of significance, and in addition shows a trend toward the Doing 

variation. On this basis, we must reject hypothesis three for the 

Mexican-Amerlean sample. 

Hypothesis three for the Anglo-American sample stated that 

there would be a significant preference for the Doing variation. In 

this case the null hypothesis of no difference is not rejected at the 

.05 level of significance, and there is no real trend tovrard either 

preference in the composite plotting shown in Figure 5. Hypothesis 

three inust be rejected for the Anglo-Am.erican sample. 
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Fig. 5.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences, Composite, 
Questions 10 and 17, Activity orientation. 
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Hypothesis four for both the Mexican-American and Anglo-

American samples stated that there would be a significant preference 

for the Individualism variation of the relational orientation. There 

was very poor internal consistency between Questions 12 and 15, which 

were used as indicators for this orientation, so the questions will be 

dealt with separately and in greater detail later. 

The composite shown in Figure 6 shov7S almost no preference for 

any alternative in the Mexican-Amerlean sample and the plotting indi

cates that the null hypothesis cannot be rejected at the .05 significance 

level. Hypothesis four must then be rejected for the Mexican-Amerlean 

sample. The Anglo-American sample data shov7S that the null hypothesis of 

no difference is rejected at the .05 level of significance, and the plot

ting falls within the C > B > A (Individualism> Collaterality> Lineality) 

sector. On the basis of this data, hypothesis four is affirmed for the 

Anglo-American sample. 

Dealing now v.'ith individual questions, let us first look at 

Question 10, "Nonv7orking Time." Question 10 is one of the two questions 

in the activity orientation set. (See Appendix C for the revised inter

view schedule.) Almost 90 per cent of the Mexican-American sample pre

ferred the Doing variation in this particular question vdnile 60 per cent 

of the Anglo-American sample preferred the Doing variation. There are 

often key words or phrases in an interview item, v.hich may influence 

the responses, and in this case it appeared that the void "learning 

greatly influenced the choice in the Mexican-Aum^rican population. 
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A 

Fig. 6.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences. Composite, 
Questions 12 and 15, Relational orientation. 
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Fig . 7.—Graphic ana ly s i s of a l t e r n a t i v e p re fe rences . 
Question 10, A c t i v i t y o r i e n t a t i o n , "Nonx7orking Time." 
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Fig. 8.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences. 
Question 17, Activity orientation, "Life and work." 
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Whether actively pursued or not, learning was respected by the respon

dents. Question 17 ("Life and Work"), the second part of the activity 

orientation set, resulted in only marginal preference for either alter

native in both the Mexican-American and Anglo-American groups. (See 

Figure 8.) This question brought much more comment and probably caused 

more consternation to respondents than any of the other questionnaire 

items, evidently because it posed the old problem of, "Should I pursue 

the American Dream and live the good life when I achieve my goals, or 

should I live life every minute for the little comforts and happiness 

it affords me?" Many respondents said they thought one choice was 

better, but since their life was patterned after the other choice, the 

other must be the right one. 

The time orientation was determined by Question 11, "Child 

Training," and Question 14, "Philosophy of Life." This particular 

pair of questions had the best agreement of any pairing, and the 

Mexican-American and Anglo-American respondents were in very close 

agreement. The plottings in three instances fell V7ithin the B > C > A 

(Present> Future>Past) sector (see figures 9 and 10), and one Mexican-

American plotting fell on a sector boundary, which v7ould be indicated 

cryptically by B ^ C> A (Present = Future> Past). 

The two questions used to determine the relational orientation 

were Question 12, "Help in Misfortune," and Question 15, "Family Rela

tions." The resulting plots for both questions shov? the Mexican-

American and Anglo-Zjnerican samples in fairly close agreement on 
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Question 15 and in very close agreement on Question 12, but the results 

of the two questions are not consistent. (See Figures 11 and 12.) In 

fact the results are diametrically opposed. Such inconsistency could 

possibly exist because respondents idealized both situations and that 

the answers to neither of the questions tell us what actual behavior 

would be. In Question 12 the respondents could have been asking them

selves whether or not to become a burden on their families in case of 

financial problems, and answering, "No." Both Mexican-Americans and 

Anglo-Americans indicated responses of preference for the Individualism 

alternative. Cryptically the plotting V7as in the C > A > B (Individual

ism > Lineality > Collaterality) sector. In effect the respondents said 

the last persons they would seek help from would be brothers and sisters 

or friends. In Question 15, respondents were asked whether families 

should help each other, and both Mexican~/jnericans and Anglo-Americans 

asserted that they should. The Mexican-American plotting was B> A> C 

(Collaterality> Lineality >Individualism) while the Anglo-American plot

ting V7as B > C > A (Collaterality > Individualism > Lineality). In this 

case, the respondents could have been thinking m.ore in terms of what an 

ideal family should do for a member V7ho needed help. If responses to 

these two questions were due to idealized situations, the procedure was 

carried out in a similar manner by both Mexican-Aiaerleans and Anglo-

Americans . 

. The man-environment orientation was deterirn'mcd by Question 13, 

"Length of Life," and Question 16, "Achievement." (See Figures 13 and 

14.) For Question 13, the plottings fell in sector B> A> C (Mcistery > 
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Fig. 9.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences, Question 
11, Time orientation, "Child Training." 
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O 

Fig. 10.-Graphic analysis of alternative preferences. 

Question 14, Time orientation, "Philosophy of Life. 
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o 

Fig. 11.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences. 
Question 12, Relational orientation, "Kelp in Misfortune." 
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A 

Fig. 12.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences, 
Question 15, Relational orientation, "Family Relations." 
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Subjugation> Harmony) for the Mexican-American sample and in sector 

B > C > A (Mastery > Harmony > Subjugation) for the Anglo-American sample. 

In answering this question, several persons in the Mexican-American 

sample mentioned their religious teachings when choosing alternative A, 

the Subjugation-to-Environment variation. In Question 16, both the 

Mexican-American and Anglo-American samples preferred B > C > A (Mastery > 

Harmony >Subjugation). You V7ill notice that these plottings are dia

metrically opposed to the Subjugation alternative; the Subjugation 

alternative was chosen as the least preferred alternative by all but 

four of the Mexican-American respondents and all but one of the Anglo-

American respondents. This vi7ould lead one to believe that the idea of 

being predestined to failure or to a mediocre position in life is 

hardly supported at all among our sample. 

Although the majority of our formal hypotheses V7ere rejected, 

one of the main contentions of this paper has been upheld, namely that 

the urban Mexican-American and the urban Anglo-American V7ill have very 

similar value orientation patterning \jhen living in similar and mixed 

neighborhood conditions. 

Value orientations of the tv7o groups V7ere very similar in the 

time and m.an-environment orientations, and only a little less sim.ilar 

in the relational and activity orientations, V7here lack of internal 

consistency caused the composite picture to be somevdiat unclear. 

file:///jhen
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A 

Fig. 13.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences. 
Question 13, Man-Environment orientation. Length of Life." 
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A 

Ques 

Fig. 14.—Graphic analysis of alternative preferences, 
tion 16, Man-Environment orientation, "Achievement." 
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Urban-Rural Comparisons 

One of the original aims of this study was to make comparisons 

between the urban Mexican-American and his rural predecessors, and in 

addition, to determine if the Mexican-American is becoming more like 

his Anglo-American counterpart in an urban environment. Kluckhohn and 

Strodtbeck's study of value orientations among the rural Spanish-

Americans in a remote area of New Mexico, made in 1951, provides us 

with a base for the study of change in the Mexican-American value 

orientations and of accommodation to the Anglo-American system in an 

urban environment. 

In the relational orientation, the only statistically signif

icant data for Spanish-Americans studied in 1951 showed the Individual

istic alternative preferred to the Collateral alternative. By contrast, 

no significant preference was indicated in our Mexican-American sample. 

A summary analysis of the rural Spanish-American sample showed 

a preference in the time orientation of Present > Future > Past. The 

composite of urban Mexican-American responses likewise showed a prefer

ence of Present > Future > Past. 

The Spanish-American man-nature orientation (the equivalent of 

our man-environment orientation) showed a summary preference of Subju

gation > Mastery > Harmony, while our Mexican-American sample showed 

a significant reordering of preferences, the sequence being Mastery > 

Harmony > Subjugation. 
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Finally, the rural Spanish-Americans showed a strong preference 

for Being over Doing in the activity orientation. In our Mexican-

American sample, preference was for the Doing alternative, but not to 

a statistically significant degree. 

Kluckhohn and Strodtbeck also studied the value orientations 

of a group of rural Texas homesteaders who had settled in a village 

near the Spanish-American community; this affords us an opportunity to 

compare a rural and urban sample of Anglo-Americans and observe any 

differences in their value systems. 

In the relational orientation the rural Texans showed a sunmiary 

preference of Individualism> Collaterality> Lineality, and the Anglo-

American urban sample displayed the same preferences. 

In the time orientation, the rural Texas sample preferred the 

Future orientation to the Present slightly, and the preference for the 

Past orientation was very small (Future^5 Present>Past). The urban 

Anglo-American sam.ple preferred Present "̂  Future > Past, but again in 

this case there was little difference in the preference for the present 

and future alternatives. 

The Mastery-over-Nature alternative of the man-nature orienta

tion V7as preferred by the rural Texans, V7hile there v/as no significant 

preference betv7een the remaining two choices. In our survey, the Anglo-

American sam.ple also preferred the Mastery-ovcr-Environr.cnt alternati-ve, 

ranking the choices Mastery> Harmony> Subjugation. 
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Finally, comparing the rural and urban activity orientations, 

the rural Texans showed a strong preference for the Doing alternative, 

while the urban Anglo-American preference for the Doing alternative 

was not statistically significant. 

Probably the most important insight to be gained by comparing 

the urban and rural samples is in the degree of change in orientation 

which can be observed. The rural Texas sample of Kluckhohn and 

Strodtbeck's survey manifested value orientations almost identical 

with those of the urban Anglo-American sample; none were significantly 

changed. The rural Texans apparently possessed the traits of the dom

inant national culture. The differences between the rural Spanish-

American and the urban Mexican-American value orientations were more 

definitely pronounced; the man-environment (man-nature) preference 

changed from the Subjugation alternative to the Mastery alternative, 

and the activity preference changed from the Being alternative to the 

Doing alternative. Once again, such observations do much to uphold 

the contention that the culture of the Mexican-Am.erican minority, when 

that group is transposed to an urban environment, becomes a.lmost indis

tinguishable from the prevailing Anglo-American culture insofar as value 

systems are the criteria for comparison. In the last chapter we shall 

look a little more closely at this phenomenon. 



CHAPTER IX 

CONCLUSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 

Summary of Findings 

In the preceding chapter it was noted that there were three 

significant findings irl this study. The first was that the value 

system of the urban Mexican-American had changed in the transition 

from a rural to an urban environment. The second v7as that the value 

system of the urban Anglo-American had not changed in the transition. 

The third finding was that, using the criteria of our value-orientation 

analysis, differences between the urban Mexican-Am.erican and the urban 

Anglo-American were not significantly discernible. 

The findings m.ay be further broken domn for comparison, in 

each value-orientation, of the four groups studied. The rural Spanish-

Americans and rural Anglo-Americans were the subjects of the Kluckhohn 

and Strodtbeck investigation; the urban Mexican-Americans and the urban 

Anglo-Americans are the subjects of this study. In the follov;ing 

cryptic presentation of the results, an asterisk will be used to indi

cate orientations for V7hich significant data was net obtained. First, 

in the relational orientation: 

Rural Spanish-Americans Individualism. > Collaterality 

Urban Mexican-/m;ericans Individualism = Collaterality > Linea].ity-

Rural Anglo-Americans Individualismi > Collaterality > Lineali t> 

Urban Anglo-i:̂ .TAer i cans Individua 1 i sm > Co 11 a t er a 1 i t> > Li n ea 1 i t y 

99 
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Rankings in the time orientation were as follows: 

Rural Spanish-Americans Present > Future > Past 

Urban Mexican-Americans Present > Future > Past 

Rural Anglo-Araerleans Future ^ Present > Past 

Urban Anglo-Americans Present ^ Future > Past 

In the man-environment (or man-nature) orientation, the rankings were 

as follows: 

Rural Spanish-Americans Subjugation> Mastery> Harmony 

Urban Mexican-Americans Mastery > Harmony > Subjugation 

Rural Anglo-Americans Mastery> Harmony- Subjugation 

Urban Anglo-Americans Mastery > Harmony > Subjugation 

Finally, in the activity orientation, the rankings V7ere: 

Rural Spanish-Americans Being > Doing 

Urban Mexican-Americans Doing > Being" 

Rural Anglo-Americans Doing > Being 

Urban Anglo-Americans Doing > Being'''' 

It should be noted that the rankings in the relational orientation 

which were not found to be significant in a composite form. V7ere sig

nificant when broken into individual questions. 

Transition and Cultural Sjrstemŝ  

This v7ork, as a report of an em.pirical study, is now concluded. 

But it is believed by the author that it is both important and necessary 

to ask certain questions of the data in hope of locating t:iem in tl«e 

broader context of sociological theory, social plan'iin3 and huû ai valvms. 
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There is no pretension that the ideas advanced here represent objective 

facts of an undebatable nature. But the debate itself is joined in the 

conviction of its vital importance. 

There are several questions one may ask about the data. IJhy 

have certain things happened or failed to happen? How are the findings 

related? Wliat are the social forces which have placed one group in the 

position of being required to discard most of a heritage which is nearly 

five centuries old, V7hile another group, V7hich could well complement the 

first, instead dominates it? The following two sections will attempt to 

both delineate what has happened to the two cultures-in their areas of 

confrontation and explain why forces for conformity to the Anglo-

American value system can be such a potent levelling influence upon 

the thoughts and actions of men. 

Social Forces and Cultural Adjustment 

VJhy have the values of Mexican-Americans changed and become 

similar to those of urban Anglo-iVmericans when there has been a transi

tion from isolated rural to urban residence? The changes may be tied 

to the American economic system. The economic system under which we 

labor is very simply one which prom.otes sar.eness. (This point vri 11 be 

elaborated upon in the next section.) Another pertinent question is, 

"Why has the Mexican-American allomed his traditional culture and value 

system to be overwhelmed?" Actually, it appears that the I'exican-

American has been afforded very little choice in accepting or rejectii 

the dominant culture and retaining his ov7n. In admittin3 portions of 

TTC 
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the Anglo-American culture which seemed to him only too logical to 

accept (such as monetary gains), he has been unable to divorce him

self from the remainder of the system. The imagery of affluence 

projected by the mass media has probably done more than any other 

source to influence this decision. 

The pressure to achieve occupational mobility has generally 

been the first breach in the traditional Latin culture. The tradi

tional culture is oriented about and dependent upon the extended 

family system. This type of family provides social control, carries 

out the socialization of the young, functions as an agent for social 

security and old-age insurance. These are functions which in the 

nuclear family or urbanized American culture are usually delegated 

to other groups or institutions. Social control is not such an impor

tant function of the family in urban culture as it is in a traditional 

culture because "conscience" replaces "shame" as an agent of control, 

and the need for close personal contact V7ith a large number of family 

members to implement such an agent is decreased. The function of 

socialization of the young by members of the extended family has been 

usurped by the peer group, school and mass media. The various levels 

of government have gradually worked into the business of caring for 

aged members of society. As V7ill be seen in the next section in the 

comments of men like Louis Wirth, V7eber, Simrael, and p:rich From.ia, one 

of the classical results of industrialization and urbanization is the 
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weakening of the extended family as a social institution. With the 

core of the traditional Mexican-American culture thus disintegrating 

because of that culture's venture into an inhospitable economic system, 

the Anglo culture stands out as an operable and inviting life style. 

The attendant behavioral patterns, beliefs and values can be trans

ferred from this dominant culture by imitation or instruction. Mexican-

American children, educated in Anglo-dominated schools, serve such a 

transferral function in leading their families into the acceptance of 

these new and nontraditional V7ays. 

Why have the values of Anglo-Americans, insofar as can be 

determined by the methods of our study, remained more or less constant 

in the transition from rural to urban residence? It is well knov.m that 

mass communications and transportation have almost completely eliminated 

cultural differences between V7hat v7ould be called "rural" and "urban" 

modes of life. The non-city-dweller is V7ell exposed to urbanization, 

and the process of exposure v7orks both ways as the city dweller tends 

to pay horo.age to the historical rural life-style by clinging to what 

might be called the "frontier ethic." The ^̂ Jtierican frontier ethic has 

been operating for more than tv7o centuries, and has continued to play 

an influential role in the socialization and education of the people of 

this country, even though frontiers of land expansion and ii.mnigration 

were closed within a few decades of the turn of the century. The rural 

Herschel T. Manuel, 8Txinj_s:ĥ "STyakin̂  .̂ ĵ î '̂̂ .̂ ^̂^ °" the South:7est 
(Austin: University of Texas Press, 1965), p. 31. 
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Anglo-American has in the past epitomized the frontier ethic and now 

both the rural and urban Anglo-American mimic it. Elementary and 

secondary education glorify it and movies and television serve a con-

2 3 
stant diet of it. Even the prevailing religious tenor encourages it. 

The values of the Anglo-American appear to-be constant in the transition 

from rural to urban life because they have, in general, been one value 

system for decades, since farming shifted from a subsistence to a com

mercial basis and mass communications and transportation penetrated 

rural areas. 

Conformity in American Life 

Social scientists and philosophers have in turn eulogized, been 

appalled by, or simply accepted, Am.erican urban life and the conformity 

found therein. As we are interested in the forces in American life 

which create homogeneity and obliterate the old traditional divisions 

2 
The frontier ethic is the unique American drive to dominate 

the environment; it is m.anifest V7hen progress becomes an end as ̂»:ell 
as a means to some logical goal. Erich Fromm [in The Sane Society 
(Nev7 York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1955), p. 124] gives us a 
description of the results of this ethic: "Ma.n. has created a world 
of man-made things as it never existed before. He has constructed 
a complicated social machine to adm.inister the technical machine he 
has built. Yet this whole creation of his stands over 8iLd above him." 

^Gary H. Winkel [in "The Nervous Affair Between Behavior 
Scientists and Designers," Psychology Today (M̂ ^̂ 'ch, 1970), 31] notes 
that we have been com.forted by the Judaeo-Christian belief that since 
man is not a part of nature he is entitled to dom.inate it. He cites 
Genesis I, 26: 

And God said. Let us miake man in our image, after our likeness: 
and let them have domm'nnion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fovrl of the air, and over the cattle, an.d over all toe earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creepetli upon the carte.. 
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along ethnic lines, let us ask why conformity is necessary, why it is 

able to be such a dominant factor in urbanized life, and finally let 

us investigate the basic workings of institutions and processes which 

create this conforming way of life. 

Conformity, as both an agent and a consequence of social con

trol, is a universal characteristic of human societies, and is indeed 

inherent in any definition of society. The degree of conformity which 

is necessary in a particular society, however, is an unknown variable. 

The United States seems to require more conformity, in certain ways, 

than many other societies. European observers from de Toqueville to 

the present have been impressed by technological achievements and 

material comfort in America, but have been taken aback by the degree 

of conformity which is exhibited by the people. Louis Wirth desig

nated some of the forces V7hich generate conformity in advanced 

industrialized nations, commenting that , 

the close living together and \7orking together of individuals 
who have no sentimental and emotional ties foster a spirit of 
competition, aggrandizement, and mutual exploitation. Formal 
controls are instituted to counteract irresponsibility and 
potential disorder. Without adherence to predictable routines 
a largCj-compact society would scarcely be able to maintain 
itself. 

Robin M. Williams, Jr., Am^erican Society: A Sociological 
Interpretation (2nd ed.; New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1960), p. 422. 

Louis Wirth, Community Life and Social Policy, ed. by 
Elizabeth Wirth Marvick and Albert J. Reiss, Jr. (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 1925), p. 123. 

file:///7orking
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The general means of assuring conformity as a way of obtaining 

social control are through primary group and secondary group relation

ships. Primary group mechanisms include the socialization process and 

sanctions which may be exercised by particular members of the group 

against other members (such as ridicule, ostracism, V7ithdrav7al of 

affection, or belittling comparisons). Secondary group mechanisms 

include what are considered to be m.ore formal or circumscribed modes 

of punishment and reward (such as hiring, firing, imprisonment, fines, 

and other legal and institutionalized sanctions). 

The United States has becom.e an urbanized industrial society 

with external manifestations of an earlier rural or agrarian value 

system very much in evidence. Such an urban society is in some V7ays 

more heterogeneous, however, than simple rural societies because of 

elaboration and specialization in the division of labor, combination 

of ethnic and racial groups, and the greater diversity of thought and 

opinion found in the city—traditionally the nucleus of intellectual 

thought and creativity. Despite the heterogeneity traditionally 

attributed to an urban milieu, observers continue to see the United 

States as a nation of conformists. If such observations are valid, 

it follows that minority groups in this country would experience 

greater pressure for acculturation than in many other countries. But 

why should conformity be so greatly stressed in industrial nations and 

in the United States in particular? Let us briefly investigate this 

aspect of conformity. 

Williams, American Society: i^ ^oci^oJ^CJ^y ]s\\:^\^ p 
425. 
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Don Martindale, in summarizing the impact of the city, urban

ization, and industrialization/technology on American life, observes 

that , 

every device in the city facilitating trade and industry 
prepares the way for further division of labor and further 
specialization of tasks. As a result there is a continuous 
breakdo\m of older traditional, social and economic structures, 
based on family ties, local associations, culture, caste, and 
status with the substitution of an order resting on occupational 
and vocational interests.^ 

Martindale includes the classic effects of urbanization in this descrip

tion. Urbanization and the attendant shaping of cities has its base in 

the economic structure—industrialization, capitalism, and individualism 

in business pursuits. The burgeoning division of labor and the magnetic 

remunerative attraction of urban life have made cities large, and have 

populated them with interdependent people with a multiplicity of call

ings and occupations. The mobility, both physical and occupational, 

which is available and necessary in the urban milieu has torn asunder 

established family patterns and has obliterated traditional status and 

caste niches. Secondary rather than primary contacts have come to be 

the predominant m.ode of interaction. 

Robin William.s gives some very succinct reasons for the eiier-

gence of trends tov7ard conformity among such an obviously heterogeneous 

people. "The very heterogeneity of American culture tends to produce a 

Q 

Stress [for] external conformity." Despite varied cultî ral bachprounde, 

Max Weber, The_ .^^^x, trans, by Don Martindale a.vd Gertrud 
Neuwirth (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 1958), p. 21. 

o 

VJilliams, Op. cit., p. 425. 
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the desire of different groups to live together in the same society 

creates at least this external conformity of appearance and behavior, 

preventing unnecessary friction between groups. The economic system 

directly contributes to the conformity theme in two other ways: 

First, the high degree of specialization of economic roles 
in a highly developed money economy means that much social 
interaction is functionally specific, impersonal, transitory, 
and frequently laden with clashes of immiediate economic 
interests. These are precisely the kinds of conditions 
most likely to produce conventionalized or stereotyped 
behavior. Secondly, the relations of individual economic 
dependence are often such as to permit stringent conformity 
demands: a^pattern caricatured in the [Madison Avenue] 
II Ity 

yes-man. 

Wirth, in discussing the relationship of consumers and conformity, sees 

a national situation in which economic influencer. and related cultural 

influences, by virtue of the mass clientele served, must both cater to 

and facilitate the production of an "average" consum.er. David Riesman, 

in assessing responsibility for the evolution of his conforming "other-

directed" man of contemporary society, also feels that economic-based 

phenomena such as capitalism, industrialism and urbanization were m.uch 

greater agents of causation than any peculiarly American characteristic. 

Herbert 14arcuse theorizes that the productive apparatus in America tends 

to become totalitarian to the extent that it determines the needed occu

pations, skills, attitudes, and even individual needs and aspirations. 
9 
Ibid. , p. 426. 

Wirth, Commuinity Life and Social Policy, p. 125. 

David Riesman, The Lonely Cr̂ cnrd (New Haven: Yale University 
Press, 1950), p. 20. 
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Society has seduced man to accept it with a life of disarming comfort 

which is only too reasonable to want, but V7hich can have pernicious 

effects upon the availability of avenues to human fulfillment. "Our 

society distinguishes itself by conquering the centrifugal forces 

with Technology rather than Terror, on the dual basis of an over-

12 
whelming efficiency and an increasing standard of living." Erich 

Fromm has characterized Twentieth Century capitalism as needing "men 

who co-operate smoothly in large groups; V7ho want to consume more and 

more, and v7hose tastes are standardized and can be easily influenced 

13 
and anticipated." 

Not only are tastes and consumption practices of the urbanized 

man fairly standardized, but as Marcuse has pointed out, so are his 

aspirations. In a society in which social mobility is highly prized 

and the goals of such mobility are somewhat stereotyped, 

the competitive striving of an upv7ardly mobile group in a 
society organized around economic enterprise requires strin
gent discipline over the expression of sexual and aggressive 
impulses, over patterns of consumipticn, over the uses of time 
and resources. In this aspect, conform.ity is derivative from , 
equality of opportunity in conjunction with success-striving. 

Fromm has reflected that all these agents for confonrdty--the 

need for uniform appearance and behavior, constant habits of consu."[ition. 

12 
Herbert Marcuse, One Dimensional Man (Boston: Beacon Press, 

1964) , p . X. 
13 

FromaTi, The Sane S o c i e t y , p . 110. 

VJi l l iams, Aj'erj,c_ai} S o c i e t y : A S£(2ic>l^gjical^ jLĵ t̂ erp̂ ^̂ ^̂  
p . 425 . 
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the depersonalizing transitory nature of business, and a common and 

pre-packaged "American Dream"—are the implements of what he calls 

"anonymous authority." This invisible hand of profit, economic neces

sity, the market, so-called common sense and ingrained normative sets 

and behavior patterns is controlled by no single man but manipulates 

-.-. 15 
us all. We are captives of our past and our present; we are often 

the victims of a system x-7ith logic but v7ithout reason. 

Max Weber said that the economy was a necessary but not a suf-

1 6 
ficient condition for the construction of a character of city life. 

The economy is the basis and the initiator of the need for conformity 

of values and actions in urban America, but it is attended by a number 

of social, political, physical and psychic processes. There is no 

total agreement as to the relative importance of these ancillary mech

anisms, but it would be informative to discuss some of the conceptions 

concerning them in addition to the more strictly economic bases for 

conformity. 

As has been mentioned earlier, the American character and value 

system and the city or urban character and value system (with the excep

tion of very few isolated or extremely resistant pockets of traditional 

culture), must actually now be considered as one. The samie forces vdiich 

insure a conforming socialization of children (in addition to school and 

peer group pressures) have been at work demolishing rural-urban differ

ences and establishing an American culture and wnat has been referred 

Fromm, The Sane S_ocî _y, p. 152. 

•""̂ Weber, The City, p. 53. 
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to previously in this work as the dominant Anglo-American value system. 

Movies, radio, and television have nurtured conformity in children; 

these and regional newspapers, transportation networks, and many other 

functional extensions of the city beyond its physical boundaries have 

17 
diminished rural-urban differences to the point of non-existence. 

In describing the effect of an urban existence on the individual, 

Wirth explains that although the urban man gains emancipation or freedom 

from the personal and emotional controls of intimate groups, he loses 

the spontaneous self-expression, the morale, and the sense of partici

pation which comes from living in an integrated society. This is 

essentially anomie, or the social void to which Durkheim alluded to 

account for social disorganization in a technological and economically 

18 
driven society. If we continue from Wirth's line of thought, we may 

cite Fromm, who feels that man's search for reference points or anchor

ages to give such a life direction leads him into a situation in vjhich, 

the family, and the clan, and later on the state, nation or 
church, assume the same function V7hich the mother had origin
ally for the child. The individual leans on them, feels rooted 
in them, has his sense of identity as a part of them, and not 
as an individual apart from them. 

The family and clan have effectively disappeared as identity supports 

for contemporary man. (The quotation from. Martindale earlier in this 

section explained the reasons for these changes.) The nation, one's 

Georg Simmel, The Sociology of Georg SimmeJ, trans, by Kurt 
H. Wolff (Glencoe, Illinois: The Free Press, 19.50), p. 416. 

-I o 

" W i r t h , Oon)im.mi_tv L i fe aiidi_ Socmal P o l i c y , p . 120. 

19 
Fromm, The Sane Society, p. 120. 
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religion, class, or occupation do not furnish a totally efficient 

identity, as they are status identifications and ours is an open-class 

and increasingly specialized society with fev7er and fev7er monolithic 

status classifications to which to subscribe. The sense of identity 

is shifted more and more to the experience of conformity. "People are 

willing to risk their lives, to give up their love, to surrender their 

freedom, to sacrifice their o\'m thoughts, for the sake of being one of 

the herd, of conforming, and thus of acquiring a sense of identity, 

20 
even though it is an illusory one." Riesman summarized the argument 

when he said that what is becoming common to American people is that 

their contemporaries are the source of direction for the individual. 

Such a means of giving direction to one's life must encourage a close 

21 
behavioral conformity. In an era of mass communications and its 

poX'7erful suggestive capabilities, the conformity tends to be tov7ard a 

national mean. 

The Ascendency of the Mexican-American in̂  an 
Historically Anglo-Dominated Culture 

We have stated our conclusions: that the Mexican-American is 

just as susceptible to falling into the habit of Anglo-conform.ity as 

is his Anglo-American countryman. If we assum.e that the trend will 

continue, we must also assume that there V7ill be implications for all 

of the peoples living in the Soutlwest. Can V7e say v.diat these possible 

20 
Fromm, The Sane Society, p. 63. 

•̂'•Riesman, Jhe Lonely Crc/d, p. 21. 
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implications will be, and can we exercise a degree of ameliorative 

control over them? Let us once again look at the people and the land. 

In the southwestern United States the Mexican-American has long 

been numerically dominant in certain geographical areas but has almost 

without exception been politically and economically subjugated to the 

Anglo-American. The one exception occurs in the state of New Mexico, 

which has always maintained a good representation of Mexican-Americans 

in political office and thus has a more or less uninterrupted history 

of Mexican-American participation in government. New Mexico, Arizona, 

and Colorado, hov7ever, provide a small proportion of the Mexican-

American population of the Southwest. (In the 1960 census, these three 

states combined contained 19 per cent of the Spanish-surname population 

in the five states of the Southwest, while California and Texas each 

provided about 40 per cent. California has noxv overtaken Texas in 

22 

this category.) California and Texas, in addition to being good 

examples of states which have large Mexican-Amicrican populations, are 

rapidly urbanizing and showing above-average population growth. Los 

Angeles and San Antonio have the largest Spanish-surnam-e populations 

of all cities in the United States. In some areas, the Mexican-

American people are assuming roles of equality or dominance in juxta

position with the Anglo-American population, this by virtue of their 

numbers, as a result of political activism, and by their educational 

advances. 

22 
U.S., Departiaant of Com.mierce, Bureau of the Cen.sns, Uj_S_. C-nsj.' 

of the Population: 1960. Subject Reports: Persons of Spanish Suimicm-.̂ , 
FinaF'Repor t~l^(2) -'TB , p . iTo ." 
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Wliere the Mexican-American is experiencing and exerting his 

power, particularly in California and Texas, he is generally doing so 

for the first time. He has made gains in political strength, educa

tional attainment, civil rights and social justice, and he has done so 

within the framework of the urban American cultural system. As has been 

observed in the upwardly mobile group chosen for our particular study, 

when the Mexican-American has made gains, he has become more like the 

Anglo-American in his values and his aspirations. Whether his rise in 

the social structure is a cause or an effect of this Anglicization is 

difficult to say. In truth, there is probably a degree of both cause 

and effect present, and one reinforces the other. 

The Mexican-Am.erican has recently been experiencing success in 

the field of politics. His increasing educational level must be given 

some credit for the attainment of a political advantage, but a core of 

dedicated activists has done much to create a political power base. 

His children, who are reaping the benefits of an increased emphasis on 

education, are som.etim.es pawns and sometimes instigators in an increased 

Mexican-Am.erican involvement in the cause of social equality. As yet, 

the Mexican-American has failed to match his prom.ising political and 

educational advances with a comjiiensurate improvement in his economic 

23 
situation. 

2 3 
Walter Fogel, "Education and Income of M-xican-Americans in 

the Southwest," Mexî cjirn-Ai'̂ erî ^̂ ^ Advance Report 1 
(Los Angeles: University of California, 1965), p. vii. 

http://som.etim.es
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Whenever the efforts of the Mexican-Ajiierlean finally bear 

fruit, and it cannot be too far into the future, he will find himself 

in some areas the numerical and political equal or superior of the 

Anglo-American, and he will be at least an equal educationally and in 

his occupational level. What kind of man will he then be? He will 

irreversibly be cast in the mold of urbanized Ajnerican culture, and he 

will undoubtedly not find the fit perfect, as many Anglo-Americans do 

not find the fit perfect. Being "Americanized," he could come to view 

his ethnic background in a manner similar to many v7ho limit their 

iiivolvement in pride of lineage to occasionally boasting, "I am part 

German," or, "I am Scotch-Irish." In the Southwest, however, the 

Mexican-American will have the additional strength of his numbers and 

the reinforcement of the proximity, both spatially and temiporally, of 

traditional cultural elements. The result could be a person inculcated 

V7ith the predominant value orientations of the dominant culture but 

also exhibiting definite and notable traits and behavior unique to the 

Mexican-American. Such a unique regional interpretation and manifesta

tion of the overall American value system, if it occurs, could ha.ve 

implications for the social complexion of the Southv;est. 

V?ill the Mexican-American's unique interpretation of urbanized 

American culture significantly alter the amibiance of areas in the 

Southwest in which he achieves dominance? Will such an interpretation 

even be able to survive the effects of the national mass miedia, of 
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intermarriage between groups, of middle class lack of involvement, or 

of time? These are things which probably cannot be predicted V7ith any 

accuracy. Drawing from our previous discussion of forces eliciting 

conformity from diverse groups in America, it could probably be 

inferred that differences between the Mexican-American and Anglo-

American interpretations of the national culture will disappear. 

It must be remembered, hov7ever, that these ideas about conformity 

evolved in an industrial and early post-industrial society. The near 

future will find America in the era of the full-blown post-industrial 

society or possibly even in a succeeding era, and predictions based on 

9/ 

observations made in a previous period may be extremely overdra\-7n. 

Generalization as a process may replace specialization in the economic 

25 
system. Man's need for identity may drav7 him from a debilitating 

conformity into a creative conformity. These are not truly knowable 

24 
Herman Kahn and Anthony J. Wiener [in "Faustian Pov7ers and 

Human Choices: Som.e Tv7enty-First Century Technological and Economic 
Issues," Environment and Change, ed. by William R. Ev7ald, Jr. (Bloom.-
ington: Indiana University Press, 1968), 101] identify the next era 
as that of the post-economic society, in V7hich a great many traditional 
economic issues will disappear under the weight of affluence in the 
United States. 

25 
Rene Dubos [in "Man Adapting: His Limiitations and Potential

ities," Environment for Man, ed. by William R. Ewald, Jr. (Blooming-
ton: Indiana University Press, 1967), 19] says that the lesson of 
biological evolution is that man has been so successful because he has 
been the least specialized creature on earth, therefore the most adapt
able. 
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things; no plan for the future of the Mexican-American or the Anglo-

American can be based upon concrete knowledge of the future. If 

planning is to occur, and it cannot be based on sure predictions, it 

must be of such a nature that it allov7S man to grow to intellectual, 

social, and physical fullness in his own Vvay, while at the same time 

evoking from him that V7hich is best in him and channeling these qual

ities, in a productive direction V7hich man himself will choose, without 

27 
smothering his growth in proscriptions and stultifying directives. 

The spirit of a people is not subject to scientific measure, 
yet it is the most important aspect of manlcind. We must be 
careful not to subscribe to technological solutions which 
fall short of serving the human spirit, hovrever well they 
meet our psychological, economical, or physical needs.^" 

Man must be allowed to pursue an individual destiny with a 

personal philosophy, within the context of society, and in a stimulat-

29 

ing variety of settings. He must be allov7ed to be productive and 

creative, and yet create rationally. He must have support and susten

ance to undertake his creative ventures. He must have organization 

Erich Fromjn [in The Heart of Man (New York: Harper and Row, 
1964), p. 57] said, "Life is structured growth, and by its very nature 
is not subject to strict control or prediction." 

27 
Fronmi (Ibid.), in commienting on man's overly patronizing and 

controlling society, said, "The question here is not V7hether they [the 
people] are treated nicely and are V7ell fed (things, too, can be 
treated nicely); the question is V7hether people are things or living 
beings." 

William R. Ewald, Jr., in the Introduction to Environment and 

Change, p. 7. 

^^Carr, "The City of the Mind," EnvironiPent for ĥ:n, p. 219. 
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and direction to provide for the communality of his society. He must 

be served by the communality and by the institutions he creates: man 

comprises society and society molds man, but coming full circle, 

30 society must be for man. The elements of an environment for human 

fulfillment, one which nurtures and encourages man, must be felici

tously homeostatic. To disregard the balance of such a system is to 

beg disarray and dysfunction. The quantity and quality of time and 

space, the movement in them of man at his work and in his leisure, the 

human and natural resources providing the energy propelling man through 

the system and toward his goals, and the value placed by man on both 

the excitement present in and the creativity evoked by his world must 

be delicately balanced in what we seek to achieve—an environment for 

man. 

Notes from the lectures in City Plamn.in̂ , of Arthur Dudley 
Thompson, Texas Technological College, 1968. 
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APPENDIX A: LUBBOCK CENSUS TRACTS, I960' 
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APPENDIX B: KLUCKHOHN-STRODTBECK INTERVIEW SCHEDULE^ 

1. Job Choice activity: Items Al and A2 

A man needed a job and had a chance to worlc for two men. The 
two bosses V7ere different. Listen to what they were like and say which 
you think would be the best one to work for. 

A One boss was a fair enough m.an, and he gave somewhat higher 
(Doing) pay than most men, but he V7as the kind of boss who insisted 

that men xrork hard, stick on the job. He did not like it at 
all when a worker sometim.es just knocked off v7ork for a V7hile 
to go on a trip or to have a day or so of fun, and he thought 
it was right not to take such a worker back on the job. 

B The other paid just average x̂ rages but he x«7as not so firm. 
(Being) He understood that a worker would sometimes just not turn 

up—would be off on a trip or having a little fun for a day 
or two. \\rhen his men did this he would take them back vjith-
out saying too much. 

(Part one) 

Which of these men do you believe that it would be better to work for 
in most cases? 

(Part two) 

Which kind of boss do you believe that it is better to be in most cases? 

2. Well Arrangements relational: Item Rl 

VJhen a community has to m.ake arrangements for water, such as 
drill a well, there are three different vrays they can decide to arrange 
things like location, and vvh.o is going to do the v:ork. 

A There are some commiunities x̂ 7here it is mainly the older or 
(Lin) recognized leaders of the important farailies v:ho decide the 

plans. Everyone usually accepts vrhat they say vithout liaich 
discussion since they are the ones vjho have had the most 
experience. 

B There are some commiunities v;here most people in the group 
(Coll) have a part in making the plans. Lots of different people 

talk, but nothing is done until almost everyone comes to 
asree as to what is best to be done. 

^Florence Rockwood Kluckh.oĥ - and ^̂ red L. Strodtbeck, Variat "ons 
_in VaJue Orientations (Evanston, Illinois: Ro.; Peterson aid Compan.y, 
l96r)~pp- 80-90. 

http://sometim.es
file:////rhen
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C There are som.e communities where everyone holds to his ox-7n 
(Ind) opinion, and they decide the matter by vote. They do V7hat 

the largest number want even though there are still a very 
great many people who disagree and object to the action. 

Which X{7ay do you think is usually best in such cases? 
Which of the other two \>7ays do you think is better? 

3. Child Training time: Item Tl 

Some people were talking about the way children should be 
brought up. Here are three different ideas. 

A Some people say that children should always be taught well 
(Past) the traditions of the past (the ways of the old people). 

They believe the old ways are best, and that it is when 
children do not follow them, too much that things go wrong. 

B Some people say that children should be taught some of the 
(Pres) old traditions (the ways of the old people), but it is 

wrong to insist that they stick to these ways. These people 
believe that it is necessary for children always to learn 
about and take on V7hatever of the nev7 ways V7ill best help 
them get along in the v7orld of today. 

C Some people do not believe children should be taught much 
(Fut) about past traditions (the ways of the old people) at all 

except as an interesting story of V7hat has gone before. 
These people believe that the v7orld goes along best V7hen 
children are tauglit the things that V7ill make them want 
to find out for themselves new V7ays of doi.ng things to 
replace the old. 

Which of these people had the best idea about how children should be 
taught? 
Wliich of the other tv̂ o people had the better idea? 

4. Livestock Dying man-nature: Item M~:i 

One time a man had a lot of livestock. Most of them died off 
in different v/ays. People talked about this and said different things. 

(Subj) Somie people said you just can't blam̂ e a man vdien things like 
this happen. There are so mtany things that ccn amd do hanpen, 
and a man can do almost nothing to prê vent such losses vhen 
they come. We all have to learn to tal-e the bad mith the good 
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B Some people said that it was probab.ly the man's own fault that 
(Over) he lost so many. He probably didn't use his head to prevent 

the losses. They said that it is usually the case that men 
who keep up on nev7 ways of doing things, and really set them
selves to it, almost always find a way to keep out of such 
trouble. 

•C Some people said that it \-73.s probably because the man had not 
(With) lived his life right—had not done things in the right x̂7ay to 

keep harmony betx-zeen himself and the forces of nature (i.e., 
the x̂ 7ays of nature like the rain, V7inds, snoxv̂ , etc.). 

l^ich of these reasons do you think is most usually true? 
I\Fhich of the other tx̂ro reasons do you think is more true? 

5. Expectations about Change time: Item T2 

(a. 20-40 Age Group) 

Three young people were talking about Xi7hat they thought their 
families would have one day as compared with their fathers and m.others. 
They each said different things. 

C The first said: I expect my family to be better off in the 
(Fut) future than the family of my fa'ther and mother or relatives 

if x-7e work hard and plan right. Things in this country 
usually get better for people V7ho really try. 

B The second one said: I don't knov̂  vrhether my family V7ill be 
(Pres) better off, the same, or worse off than the family of my 

father and mother or relatives. Things alx-7ays go up and 
down even if people do work hard. So one can never really 
tell hov7 things x-7ill be. 

'o' 

A The third one said: I expect my family to be about the sam.e 
(Past) as the family of my father and mother or relatives. The best 

way is to work hard and plan ways to keep up things as they 
have been in the past. 

VJhich of these people do you think had the best idea? 
VJhich of the other two persons had the better idea? 

(b. 40~up Age Group) 

Three older people x-rere talkin.g about vjhat th.ey thcaight their 
children would have vjhen they were grov/n. Here is what eack̂  one said. 

C One said: I really expect my childrem to b.-ve more t^an I 
(Fut) have had if they v7ork hard and plan right. There are always 

good chances for people vdio tr}'. 

file:///-73.s
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B The second one said: I don't knox-7 XA7hether my children 
(Pres) will be better off, xrarse off, or just the same. Things 

alx̂ 7ays go up and dovTn even if one x«7orks hard, so x-7s can't 
really tell. 

A The third one said: I expect my children to have just 
(Past) about the same as I have had or bring things back as they 

once xo-ere. It is their job to \<!oic'k hard and find V7ays to 
keep things going as they have been in the past. 

Which of these people do you think had the best idea? 
Which of the other txv̂o persons had the better idea? 

6. Facing Conditions man-nature: Item MN2 

There are different ways of thinking about hoxv̂  God is related 
to man and to x-7eather and all other natural conditions x̂ hich make the 
crops and animals live or die. Here are three possible x>7ays. 

C God and people all work together all the time; xdiether the 
(With) conditions X'7hich make the crops and animals grow are good or 

bad depends upon V7hether people themselves do all the proper 
things to keep themselves in harmony x-̂ith their God and with 
the forces of nature. 

B God does not directly use his pox-7er to control all the 
(Over) conditions which affect the grox'7th of crops or animals. 

It is up to the people themselves to figure out the X7ays 
conditions change and to try hard to find the ways of 
c^ontrolling them. 

A Just hox>7 God will use his power over all the conditions 
(Subj) V7hich affect the grov7th of crops and animals cannot be 

knox«7n to man. But it is useless for people to think they 
can change conditions very mtuch for very long. The best 
way is to take conditions as they cone and do as x>7£ll as 
one can. 

Which of these ways of looking at things do you think is best? 
Which of the other tx<70 V7ays do you think is better? 

7. Help in Misfortune relational: Item R2 

A m.an had a crop failure, or, let us say, had lost most of his 
sheep or cattle. He and his family had to have help from scneone if 
they were going to get through the winter. There are different x-ays of 
getting kelp. VJhich of these three ways V70uld be best? 

B Would it be best if he depend^'U mostly on his brotl\ers an.' 
(Coll) sisters or oth.er relatives all to help hkm out as nuch as 

each one could? 



125 

C Would it be best for him to try to raise the money on his 
(Ind) ox̂7n outside the community (his ox̂7n people) from people \-7ho 

are neither relatives nor employers? 

A Would it be best for him to go to a boss or to an older 
(Lin) important relative x̂7ho is used to managing things in his 

group, and ask him to help out until things get better? 

Which xv̂ay of getting the help do you think x-7ould usually be best? 
Which way of getting the help do you think is next best? 

8. Family Work Relations relational: Item R3 

I'm going to tell you about three different X'7ays families can 
arrange x.7ork. These families are related and they live close together. 

C In some groups (or communities) it is usually expected that 
(Ind) each of the separate families (by x-7hich we mean just husband, 

V7ife and children) V7ill look after its ox̂rn business separate 
from all others and not be responsible for the others. 

B In some groups (or communities) it is usually expected that 
(Coll) the close relatives in the families x-7ill v7ork together and 

talk over am.ong themselves the x-7ay to take care of V7hatever 
problems come up. VJhen a boss is needed they usually choose 
(get) one person, not necessarily the oldest able person, to 
manage things. 

A In some groups (or com.m:cnities) it is usually expected that 
(Lin) the families V7hich are closely related to each other \<f±ll 

work together and have the oldest able person (oldest brother 
or father) be responsible for and take charge of the most 
important things. 

Which of these \<iays do you think is usually best in most cases? 
Which of the other l\-io xvays do you think is better? 

9. Choice of Delegate relational: Item R4 

A group like yours (com.munity like yours) is to send a delegat: 
a representative—to a meeting away fromi here (this can be any sort of 
meeting) . }lo\<i will this delegate be chosen? 

B Is it best that a meeting be called and everyone discuss 
(Coll) things until aluiost everyone ae:rees so th.av v:hen a vote 

is taken alm.ost all people x-:ould be agreed on the same 
person? 

file:///-7ho
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A Is it best that the older, important, leaders take the 
(Lin) main responsibility for deciding x-7ho should represent 

the people since they are the ones x%rho had had the long 
experience in such matters? 

C Is it best that a meeting be called, names be put up, a 
(Ind) vote be taken, then send the man x̂7ho gets the majority 

of votes even if there are many people xs'ho are still 
against this man? 

Which of these ways of choosing is usually best in cases like this? 
Which of the other txro ways is usually better? 

10. Use of Fields man-nature: Item MN3 

There were three men x̂'ho had fields xvith crops (were farmers). 
The three men had quite different Xi7ays of planting and taking care of 
crops. 

C One man put in his crops, x-7orked hard, and also set himself 
(With) to living in right and proper ways. He felt that it is the 

way a man xvorks and tries to keep himself in harmony x̂7ith 
the forces of nature that the most effect on conditions and 
the x̂7ay crops txrrn out. 

A One man put in his crops. Afterv'7ards he worked on them 
(Subj) sufficiently but did not do more than X'7as necessary to 

keep them going along. He felt that it mainly depended 
on V7eather conditions hox7 they v7ould turn out, and that 
nothing extra that people do could change things much. 

B One man put in his crops and then worked on them a lot of 
(Over) the time and made use of all the neX'7 scientific methods he 

could find out about. He felt that by doing this he would 
in most years prevent m.any of the effects of bad conditions. 

Which of these X7ays do you believe is usually best? 
Which of the other two ways do you believe is better? 

11. Philosophy of Life tim.e: Item T3 

People often have very different ideas about what has gone 
before and x̂ 7hat we can expect in life. Here are three ways of think
ing about these things. 

B Some people believe it best to give most attention to what 
(Pres) is happening now in the present. Tn.ey say that the past 

has gone and tlie future is mucVi too uncertain to count on. 
Things do change, but it is sometinies for tlie better and 
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sometimes for the worse, so in the long run it is about the 
same. These people believe the best X\̂ay to live is to keep 
those of the old ways that one can—or that one likes—but 
to be ready to accept the nex? Xŝ ays which X7ill help to make 
life easier and better as x̂ ê live from year to year. 

A Some people think that the X'7ays of the past (x̂ 7ays of the old 
(Past) people or traditional xv̂ ays) X'7ere the most right and the best, 

and as changes come things get x-7orse. These people think the 
best way to live is to x̂ ork hard to keep up the old V7ays and 
try to bring them back x̂ 7hen they are lost. 

C Some people believe that it is almost alx-7ays the V7ays of the 
(Fut) future—the X7ays x̂ rhich are still to come—X7hich will be best, 

and they say that even though there are sometimes small set
backs, change brings improvements in the long run. These 
people think the best way to live is to look a long time 
ahead, work hard, and give up miany things nov7 so that the 
future V7ill be better. 

Which of these V7ays of looking at life do you think is best? 
WTiich of the other tx>70 ways do you think is better? 

12. Wage Work relational: Item R5 

There are three ways in x̂ hich men who do not themselves hire 
others may work. 

C One way is working on one's own as an individual. In this 
(Ind) case a man is pretty much his ox-7n boss. He decides most 

things himself, and how he gets along is his oxA7n business. 
He only has to take care of himself and he doesn't expect 
others to look out for h.ima. 

B One V7ay is working in a group of men where all the men x̂ 'ork 
(Coll) together v/ithout there being one main boss. Every man has 

something to say in the decisions that are m.ade, and all the 
men can count on each other. 

A 
(Lin) One V7a.y is working for an ox'̂ ner, a big boss, or a man x.dio has 

been running things for a long time (a patrcm). In this case, 
the men do not take part in deciding bov- the busin.ess mill be 
run, but they knox7 they can depend on the boss to help them. 
out in many ways. 

Which of these V7ays is usually best for a man vdio does not hire othî rs? 
Which of the other tv;o ways is better for a man w'no does not hire otkers? 
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13. Belief in Control man-nature: Item MJ 

Three men from different areas were talking about the things 
that control the xveather and other conditions. Here is X7hat they each 
said. 

A One man said: My people have never controlled the rain, 
(Subj) wind, and other natural conditions and probably never xv̂ ill. 

There have always been good years and bad years. That is 
the way it is, and if you are X"7ise you \nAl take it as it 
comes and do the best you can. 

B The second man said: My people believe that it is man's 
(Over) job to find ways to overcome x-7eather and other conditions 

just as they have overcome so many things. They believe 
they will one day succeed in doing this and may even over
come drought and floods. 

C 
(With) 

The third man said: My people help conditions and keep 
things going by XA7orking to keep in close touch x/i th all 
the forces x̂ 7hich make the rain, the snox'7, and other condi
tions. It is X'7hen Xv̂e do the right things—live in the 
proper x̂ 7ay—and keep all that V7e have—the land, the stock, 
and the xjater—in good condition, that all goes along x̂ ell. 

Which of these men do you think had the best idea? 
Which of the other tx-7o men do you think had the better idea? 

14. Ceremonial Innovation time: Item T4 

Some people in a com.munity like your oini sa\7 that the religious 
ceremonies (the church services) x-7ere changing from V7hat they used to 
be. 

C Some people X\?ere really pleased because of the changes in 
(Fut) religious ceremionies. They felt that nev7 v/ays are usually 

better than old ones, and they like to keep everything— 
even ceremonies--iiiOving ahead. 

A Some people were unhappy because of the chaTige. Ibey felt 
(Past) that religious cerem.onies should be kept emactly—in every 

V7ay—as they had been in the past. 

B Some people felt that the old Xv̂ays for religious cerem.onies 
(Pres) were best but you just can't hang on to them. It mai:es life 

easier just to accept some changes as they coi e along. 

Which of these three said miost nearly x-;kat you would believe is r'gkt? 
Wliich of the other tmo do you think is m,ore right? 
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15. Ways of Living activity: Item A3 

There x̂ 7ere tx̂ o people talking about hox'7 they liked to live. 
They had different ideas. 

A One said: Miat I care about most is accomplishing things— 
(Doing) getting things done just as X'7ell or better than other people 

do them. I like to see results and think they are v7orth 
working for. 

B The other said: What I care most about is to be left alone 
(Being) to think and act in the xvrays that best suit the X'7ay I really 

am. If I don't alx-7ays get much done but can enjoy life as 
I go along, that is the best way. 

Which of these two persons do you think has the better \<jay of thinking? 

16. Livestock Inheritance relational: Item R6 

Some sons and daughters have been left some livestock (sheep or 
cattle) by a father or mother x̂7ho has died. All these sons and daugh
ters are groxi7n up, and they live near each other. There are three 
different x-7ays they can run the livestock. 

A In some groups of people it is usually expected that the 
(Lin) oldest able person (son or daughter) V7ill take charge of 

or manage all the stock held by himself and the other 
sons and daughters. 

'o' 

C In some groups of people it is usually expected that each 
(Ind) of the sons and daughters Xr7ill prefer to take his or her 

oi-m share of the stock and run his or her oxvn business 
completely separate from, all the others. 

B In some groups of people it is usually expected that all 
(Coll) the sons and daughters will keep all their cattle and 

sheep together and Xvork together and decide among thcr.-
selves v7ho is best able to take charge of things, not 
necessarily the oldest, when a boss is needed. 

Which V7ay do you think is usually best in most cases? 
Which of the other two V7ays do you think is better? 

17. Land Inheritance relational: Item R7 

Nox-7 I x.7ant to as]: a similar question concerning farm and grazi: 

land instead of livestock. 
Some sons and daughters have been left so:ne farm, and graz': g 

land by a father or mother xdio has died. All these sons and daugktees 
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are grown and live near each other. There are three V7ays they can 
handle the property. 

A In some groups of people it is usually expected that the 
(Lin) oldest able person x̂ rill take charge of or manage the land 

for himself and all the other sons and daughters, even if 
they all share it. 

C In some groups of people it is usually expected that each 
(Ind) son and daughter x̂ Till take his oxm share of the land and 

do Xv7ith it what he X'7ants—separate from all the others. 

B In some groups of people it is usuaLly expected that all 
(Coll) the sons and daughters x̂ 7ill make use of the land together. 

When a boss is needed, they all get together and agree to 
choose someone of the group, not necessarily the oldest, 
to take charge of things. 

Which of these V7ays do you think is usually best in most cases? 
Which of the other two V7ays do you think is better? 

18. Care of Fields activity: Item A4 

There were two men, both farmers (men with fields). They 
lived differently. 

B One man kept the crops grox<7lng all right but didn't work on 
(Being) them more than he had to. He V7anted to have extra time to 

visit with friends, go on trips, and enjoy life. This x-7as 
the way he liked best. 

A One man liked to work V7ith his fields and V7as alx7ays putting 
(Doing) in extra time keeping them clean of weeds and in fine condi

tion. Because he did this extra xvork, he did not have n.uch 
time left to be V7ith friends, to go on trips, or to enjoy 
himself in other x:ays. But this was the x-7ay he really liked 
best. 

Which kind of man do you believe it is better to be? 

19. Length of Life man-nature: Item MN5 

Three men V7cre talking about whether people themselves can do 
anything to make the lives of men and xvou'.en longer. Here is xdnat each 
said. 

B One said: It is already true that people lil.e doctors and 
(Over) others are finding the V7ay to a-d m.arry years to the lives 

of most men by discovering (finding) new i mdici ri-: s, by 
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studying foods, and doing other such things as vaccina
tions. If people X'7ill pay attention to all these new 
things they will almost alx-7ays live longer. 

A The second one said: I really do not believe that there 
(Subj) is much human beings themselves can do to make the lives 

of men and X'7om.en longer. It is my belief that every 
person has a set time to live, and x̂ 7hen that time com.es 
it just comes. 

C The third one said: I really do believe that there is a 
(With) plan to life x̂ 7hich xs7orks to keep all living things moving 

together, and if a man x-7ill learn to live his x\7hole life 
in accord Xv̂ ith that plan, he x̂ 7ill live longer than other 
men. 

Which of these three said most nearly X'7hat you x-7ould think is right? 
Which of the other tx̂7o ways is more right? 

20. Water Allocation time: Item T5 

The government is going to help a conmiunity like yours to get 
more V7ater by redrilling and cleaning out a community well. The gov
ernment officials suggest that the community should have a plan for 
dividing extra x\?ater, but don't say V7hat kind of plan. Since the 
amount of extra xv̂ ater that may come in is not knox-7n, people feel dif
ferently about planning. 

A Some say that whatever V7ater comes in should be divided just 
(Past) about like water in the past i-jas always divided. 

C Others xvant to v7ork out a really good plan ahead of time for 
(Fut) dividing whatever xvater comes in. 

B Still others V7ant to just wait until the x-7ater com.es in 
(Pres) before deciding on hox7 it xvill be divided. 

V/hich of these ways do you think is usually best in cases like this? 
Which of the other two Xv̂ ays do you think is better? 

21. Housexrork. activity: Item A5 

There V7ere txr7o v7omen talking about the V7ay they liked to live. 

B One said that she was x/illing to work as hard as tlie 
(Being) average, but that she didn't like to spcTid a lot of 

time doing the kind of extra things in her house or 
taking up extra things outside like . Instead, she 
liked to have time free to enjoy vJsit'nv, v: ; th people— 
to go on trips—or just to talk with xkoever mas around. 

http://com.es
http://com.es
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A The other x̂ 7oman said she liked best of all to find extra 
(Doing) things to x«7ork on which xvould interest her—for example, 

' She said she x̂ as happiest when kept busy and 
V7as getting lots done. 

Which of these ways do you think it is usually better for x\7omen to 
live? 

22. Nonworking Time activity: Item A6 

Two men spend their time in different x-7ays when they have no 
work to do. (This means xvhen they are not actually on the job.) 

A One man spends most of this time learning or trying out 
(Doing) things which X7ill help him in his x̂ 7ork. 

B One man spends most of this time talking, telling stories, 
(Being) singing, and so on x\7ith his friends. 

Which of these men has the better X7ay of living? 
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APPENDIX C: REVISED INTERVIEW SCHEDULE, ENGLISH LANGUAGE VERSION 

1. Group: M.A. A.A. 4. Block No.: 

2. Sex: M F 5. Interview No.: 

3. Age: 6. Marital Status 

7. Hoxj long have you lived in this house? 

8. Hox'? many years of schooling did you have? 

9. What is your occupation? 

10. Nonworking Time activity 

Two people spend their spare time in different x\̂ ays. 

A One person spends most of this time learning or trying out 
(Doing) things XA7hich X'7ill help him get ahead in his job. 

B One person spends most of this time talking Xv̂ ith friends, 
(Being) watching T.V., or just doing X7hat he likes. 

Which of these persons has the better way of living? 

11. Child Training time 

Some people x̂ 7ere talking about the V7ay children should be 
brought up. 

A Some people say that children should al'v.̂ ays be taugktt the 
(Past) traditions of the past and be brought up like their parents 

were. 

B Some people say children should be taught some of the 
(Pres.) traditions of the past, but it is V7rong to make them stick 

to these V7ays because tliey have to do vdnat they can to get 
along in the world today. 

C Some people say traditions ma'̂;e an interesting story, but 
(Fut.) children should not be taught m.uch about them. Children 

should be taught to fivjd for them.selves nev: v.'ays of doing 
things to replace the old. 
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Which of these people had the best idea of hox7 children should be 
taught? 
Which of the other two had the better idea? 

12. Help in Misfortune relational 

A man had some sickness in his family and needed some help 
to get through the xvinter. 

B Would it be best if he depended mostly on his brothers 
(Coll.) and sisters or friends all to help him out as much as 

each one could? 

C Ŵ ould it be best to try to raise money on his 0X'7n by get-
(Ind.) ting a second job or borrox7ing from people like a loan 

company or a bank? 

A Would it be best for him to go to his boss or to an 
(Lin.) important relative Xi7ho is used to m.anaging things? 

Which way of getting help X'70uld usually be best? 
Which way is next best? 

13. Length of Life man-environment 

Three people x̂ 7ere talking about things that affect the length 
of people's lives. 

B One said that doctors and scientists are finding ways to 
(Over) add many years to people's lives by developing new medi

cines and learning X7hat foods to eat or not eat. If we 
pay attention to these things V7e V7ill live longer. 

A The second one said that he believes every person has a set 
(Subj.) tim.e to live and x/nen that time comes, it just comes. 

C The third one said that he believes there is a plan to life 
(With) that x-7orks to keen all things mioving together. If a man 

learns to live his life by that plan, he x.ill live longer 
than other men. 

Wliich of these three said xdiat you think is right? 
VHiich of the other txv̂o x.̂ays is more right? 
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14. Philosophy of Life time 

People often have very different ideas about life. 

B Some people say that the past is gone and the future is 
(Pres.) too uncertain to count on. It is best to give m.ost 

attention to what is happening in the present. 

A Some people think the V7ays things used to be done are the 
(Past) best, and as changes come things get xrorse. 

C Some people believe that the things X7hich Xi7ill come in the 
(Fut.) future V7ill be the best yet, and that they should plan and 

work for the future. 

Wliich of these x̂ ays of looking at life do you think is best? 
Wliich of the other tx-7o is better? 

15. Family Relations relational 

There are different V7ays that the families of brothers and 
sisters and their parents can live. 

C Each family (husband, wife and children) can go its OXVTI 
(Ind.) x̂7ay and not be responsible for the others. 

B The families can stick together in timie of need and even 
(Coll.) live close to one another and help each other out, but 

each family can make its own decisions. 

A The families can live close to one another and help each 
(Lin.) other, and one person, usually the father or an older 

brother, can be responsible for important decisions. 

Which way of living do you think is usually best? 
Which of the other two ways do you think is better? 

16. Achievement man-environ;.ient 

Several men had different ideas about making money and 

getting ahead in life, 

A One thought that x-.dien a man is born the success he is 
(Subj.) going to have is already in the caids, so he m'gkit as 

V7ell accept it and not fight against it. 
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C Another felt that if you abide by all the rules and not 
(With) make enemies of people, in our country you have a good 

chance of getting ahead. 

B A third felt that you should keep trying to get ahead, 
(Over) and that you can use your x-7its and strength to change 

things and have a better X'7ay of life. 

T'Jhich way of acting do you think is best for you? 
VJhich of the other txTO X'7ays is better? 

17. Life and Ŵ ork activity 

T\̂70 men worked for a construction company. 

B One man tended to his job only as much as he had to. He 
(Being) V7anted to have extra time to visit people, go on trips, 

and enjoy life. 

A One man worked very hard and X'7anted his boss to see V7hat 
(Doing) a good x>7orker he was. He put in overtime every chance 

he got but he didn't have much time to relax and enjoy 
himself. 

What kind of man do you believe it is better to be? 
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APPENDIX D: REVISED INTERVIEW SCHEDULE, SPANISH LANGUAGE VERSION^ 

1. Group: M.A. A.A. 4. Block No.: 

2* 8ex: M F 5. Interviex-7 No.: 

3. Age: 6. Marital Status: 

7. dHace cuanto tiempo ha vivido Vd. en esta casa? 

8. iPor cuantos anos asistio Vd. a la escuela? 

9. dCual es su trabajo (o su empleo)? 

10. Dos personas pasan su tiempo libre en maneras distintas. 

Una de estas personas se ocupa sxi tiempo libre aprendiendo 
cosas utiles para que se pueda mejorarse en su trabajo. 

La otra persona pasa su tiempo libre hablando con sus amigos 
mirando la T.V., o haciendo lo que a el le guste. 

dCual de estas dos personas tiene el mejor modo de vivir? 

11. Estaban hablando unas personas sobre el mejor metodo o sistema 
de criar a los ninos. 

Algunas personas dijeron que se debe criar a los nines como 
se criaron a los a'israos padres y con las mismas tradiciones 

Dijeron otras personas que se deberian ensenar a los ninos 
algunos de las tradiciones del uasado, pero no seria bueno 
hacerles obedecer inflexiblemente (o estritamente) a esais 
tradiciones por el hecho de que se tienen que hacer todo 
lo poslble para llevarse bien en este mundo. 

Otras personas dijeron que las tradiciones son m.uy intere-
santes pero no se debe ensenarlas a los niiios, sino que se 
debe ensenar a los ninos que ellos m.i.smos tienen que buscar 
las mianeras propias de hacer las cosas. 

dCual do estas personas tenia la mejor idea de ensenar a los ninos? 
dY, cual de las otras dos tenia la mejor idea? 

The revised interview schedule was translated i'lto Spanis-i 
with the assistance of Stanley Carlson ar.d Paulina Jacono. 
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1 o 

12. Un hombre se encontraba con una enfermidad en su famiilia y a el 
le necesitaba alguna ayuda financiera hasta que se terminara 
el invierno. 

d Sena mejor si el se dependiera con la ayuda exclusiva de 
sus hermanos y amigos, en todo lo que cada quien pudiera 
ayudarle? 

d Sena mejor si el ententara buscar mas trabajo o levantar 
un prestamo de una compania financiera (como un banco)? 

dSeria mejor si el fuera a hablar de su problema con su 
patron o su jefe o un pariente imiportante que tiene la 
capacidad y la costumbre de manejar las cosas? 

dCual de estas tres maneras, por lo general, seria lo mejor para 
conseguir ayuda en este caso? 
dCual seria la otra manera m.as indicada? 

13. Estaban hablando tres personas sobre las cosas que se determinan 
lo largo de la vida de uno. 

Una persona dijo que la ciencia a desarrollado medicinas 
y se ha investigado mucho los alimentos que debemos comer. 
Si hacemos caso a estas cosas se nos prolongaran nuestras 
vidas. 

La segunda persona creia que cada quien tiene su memento 
de vivir y cuando ese m.omento viene, viene. 

Una cree que la vida es un ciclo y si el hombre aprende a 
vivir con ese ciclo vivira mas que otros. 

iCuales de las tres dijeron lo que Vd. pensaba? 
dCuales de las otras dos m.aneras son mas correctas? 

14. Personas tienen distintas conceptos de la vida. 

Unas dicen que el pasado ya paso y que el future no cuenta 
' por su incertidumbre. Es mejor vivir en el presente. 

Unas creen que como se hac;an las cosas era mejor y que 
al cambiarlas solo se emrpeorsen. 

Unas creen que lo que el future ofrece sera mejor y que 
planean trahajar pc.ra el future. 
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d Cuales de los maneras de mlrar la vida cree Vd. sea mejor? 
iCuales de los dos otras es mejor? 

15. Las familias de hermanos y hermanas y sus padres pueden vivir 
de distintos modos. 

Cada familia (esposo, esposa, y ninos) puede vivir su vida 
y no sentir responsibilidad por otros. 

. Las familias pueden ayudarse en tiempos de necesidad y hasta 
vivir juntos los unos a los otros para ayudarse pero cada 
familia tiene que hacer sus propias decisiones. 

Las familias pueden vivir juntas los unas a las otras y 
ayudarse pero una persona normalraente el padre o un hermano 
mayor debe ser responsable por las decisiones importantes. 

dQue modo de vivir cree Vd. que sea mejor? 
iCual de los otros dos modos es mejor? 

16. Hay distintas ideas sobre como ganar dinero y avanzar en la vida. 

Se piensa que cuando el hombre nace el exito que vaya a tener 
ya esta decidido, asi que hay que aceptarlo y no luchar contra 
el destine. 

Se piensa que si se obedecen todas las reglas y no hacerse 
enemigo de nadie en nuestro pais hay buen oportunidad para 
salir adelante. 

Se piensa que se debe tratar de luchar continuam.ente para 
salir adelante y que se puede usar la inteligencia y la 
fuerza para cambiar las cosas y tener mejor modo de vivir. 

dCual cree Vd. que sea su manera de pensar? 
dCual de los dos otros modos puede ser mejor? 

17. Dos hom.bres trabajaban para una compania de construccxon. 

Un hom.bre trabajaba lo mas minimo. Queria tener tiempo libre 
para visitar gente, viajar, y gozar de la vida. 

Un hom.bre trabajaba rmicho y quer/an que su imayordo.ro viera que 
b̂uen trabajador era. Trabajaban boras extra cuando podia pero 
no tenia tiempo de descansar ni de divertirse. 

iCual de los dos hombres cree Vd. sea el m.ejor? 

http://imayordo.ro
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APPENDIX E: RANKING OF ALTERNATIVES FOR INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONS 

Question 10 activity 

Mexican-American Anglo-/jiierican 
Respondent Doing Being Doing Being 

B B 

. 1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

/A>O 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 

2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 

22 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1.5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

15 

1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1.5 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

.5 



141 

Question 11 time 

Respondent Hex:! can-American 

Past Pres Fut 

A B C 

1 
2 
•3 

. 4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 

2 .5 
3 
1 
1 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 

1 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 

2 .5 

2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1 
3 

2 .5 
1 
3 

2 .5 

Observed 
Sum 

Expected 
Sum 

Expected Less 
Observed 

Sum of 
Squares 

65.5 

50 

-15.5 

41.5 

50 

8,5 

361.50 

43 

50 

7 

Anglo-American 

P a s t P re s Fut 

A B C 

3 
3 
3 
2 
3 

2 .5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

2 .5 
1 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2 
3 
1 

1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

2 .5 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 

2 .5 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 
3 

69 

52 

-17 

38 

52 

14 

494 

^9 

52 

3 
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Question 12 relational 

Respondent 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Observed 
Sum 

Expected 
Sum 

Expected Less 
Observed 

Sum of 
Squares 

Mexican-American 

Lin Coll Ind 

3 
1 
2 
2 
3 
1 

1.5 
1 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
1 
2 
3 
3 
2 
1 
3 

53.5 

50 

- 3.5 

B 

2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 

1.5 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 

60.5 

50 

•10.5 

1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
3 
3 
2 

36 

50 

14 

318.50 

Anglo-American 

Lin Co l l Ind 

A B C 

2 3 1 
3 2 1 

2 .5 2 .5 1 
3 2 1 
2 3 1 
2 3 1 
1 3 2 
2 3 1 
2 3 1 

2 .5 2 .5 1 
3 1 2 
3 2 1 
3 2 1 
2 3 1 
3 2 1 
2 3 1 
2 3 1 
3 2 1 
1 3 2 
1 3 2 
1 3 2 
2 3 1 
2 3 1 

2 .5 2 ,5 1 
2 3 1 
1 2 3 

55 .5 

52 

- 3 . 5 

67 .5 

52 

- 1 5 . 5 

613.50 

33 

52 

19 
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Question 13 
man-environment 

Mejci c a n - Ame r i c an 
Respondent Subj Over With 

A B 

Anglo-American 
Subj Over With 

A B 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

3 
3 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
3 
1 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 

1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 

2 
1 
3 
3 
1 
1 
3 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
1 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 

3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
3 
3 
2.5 
3 
3 
2 
2.5 
3 
1 
3 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 

2 
1 
2 
1 
2.5 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
2 

1 
2 
1 
3 
2.5 
1 
1 
2.5 
1 
2 
2 
2.5 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
1 
2 

Observed 
Sum 

Expected 
Sum 

Expected Less 
Observed 

Sum of 
Squares 

51 

50 

-1 

41 

50 

9 

58 

50 

-8 

146 

57 

52 

-5 

45.5 

52 

6.5 

53.5 

52 

-1.5 

69.5 
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Question 15 

Respondent 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Mexi 

Lin 

A 

2 
1 
1 
1 
2.5 
2 
1.5 
2 
3 
2 
3 
2.5 
2 
3 
2 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
2 

can-American 

Coll 

B 

1 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1.5 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
3 
3 
1 

Ind 

C 

3 
3 
3 
2 
2.5 
3 
3 
3 
1 
3 
2 
2.5 
3 
2 
3 
3 
1 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
2 
3 

relational 

Anglo-Ameri 

Lin 

A 

3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2.5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2.5 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 

Coll 

B 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2.5 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 

.can 

Ind 

C 

2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2.5 
3 
2 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 

Observed 
Sum 

Expected 
Sum 

Expected Less 
Observed 

Sum of 
Squares 

49.5 

50 

0.5 

37.5 

50 

12.5 

63 

50 

-3 

325.50 

69 

52 

-17 

32.5 

52 

19.5 

54.5 

52 

-2.5 

675.50 
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Question 14 

Respondent 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

Mexican-Ame 

Past 

A 

3 
3 
3 
1.5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2.5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 

Pres 

B 

1 
1 
2 
1.5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2.5 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 

rican 

Fut 

C 

2 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 

time 

Anglo 

Past 

A 

3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
1 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
2.5 
3 
3 
3 
2.5 

-American 

Pres 

B 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1.5 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 

Fut 

C 

2 
1 
2 
1 
1.5 
3 
2 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
]. 
2 
1 
2.5 
1 
2 
2 
2.5 

Observed 
Sum 

Expected 
Sum 

Expected Less 
Observed 

Sum of 
Squares 

68 

50 

-18 

41 

50 

9 

41 

50 

9 

486 

71 

52 

"19 

37.5 

52 

14.5 

47.5 

52 

4.5 

591.50 
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Question 16 » ^ ^ ^ ^ '*' •• * •!_ \ y • 

Respondent 

1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

man-environment 

Mexican-American 

Subj 

A 

3 
3 
3' 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
3 
3 

Over 

B 

1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1.5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
3 
2 
2 
'1 
2 
1,5 
1 

With 

C 

2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1.5 
2 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1.5 
2 

Anglo 
i-* 

Subj 

A 

3 
2 
3 
3 
2.5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2.5 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
2.5 
3 
3 

-Amer: 

Over 

B 

]. 

3 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

-Can 

With 

C 

2 
1 
2 
2 
2.5 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2.5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2.5 
2 
2 

Observed 
Sum 

Expected 
Sum 

Expected Less 
Observed 

Sum. of 
Squares 

71 

50 

-21 

36 

50 

14 

686 

43 

50 

7 

... 

75.5 

52 

-23.5 

30 

52 

22 

1038.50 

50.5 

52 

1.5 



Que stion 17 

Respondent 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

TO>A 

Mexican-

Doing 

A 

2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1.5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1.5 
2 
2 
1 
2 

15 

American 

Being 

B 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1.5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1.5 
1 
1 
2 
1 

' 

activity 

Anglo-

Doing 

A 

2 
2 
2 
1 
1.5 
1 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1.5 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 

-American 

13 

Being 

B 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1.5 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
2 
1.5 
2 
1 
.2 
1 
2 
1 

147 
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APPENDIX F. MATHEMATICAL DERIVATIONS AND CALCULATIONS 

Solution of Binomial Significance Equation 

for Questions 10 arid_ IJ 

To assess the probability that the observed preferences could 

have occurred by chance, the following equation is used: 

__ fA>B - ECrA>&) —. 50 

Thus we determine how many persons out of a given (m) must prefer one 

alternative to another for the null hypothesis to be rejected. This 

is done by solving for: 

z = 1.96 (.05 level of significance, two-tailed test) 

z = 2.58 (.01 level of significance, two-tailed test) 

The following examrple, using Question 10 to demonstrate the 

calculations necessary, will give us the critical value for z in 

four different situations. 

In Question 10, using the Mexican-American samiple at the .05 

significance level: 

/>,>© --/2.S0~. 50 
/.96 = 

^f:S5.5'C5)C'rJ')" 

I. ^G*-le.Z5 ---- /V.vt -/3.00 

f^^Q = 4-SJO-'• l?'.00 '•'• /7.90 
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Thus, at least 17.90 persons out of the (m) of 25 must prefer one 

alternative to reject the null hypothesis; as 22 persons do, the null 

hypothesis is rejected and it is concluded that the difference is 

greater than could have occurred by chance. 

In Question 10, using the Mexican-i\merican samiple at the 

.01 significance level: 

A>e - 12.(^0-.50 
2.53 -

"(z^SC.s^C^^ 

^.56(2.5^ = fA>B -/3.00 

/2»>e - e.^-5-^/3.00 -=^19.4-5 

At least 19.45 persons out of the (m) of 25 must prefer one.alternative 

to reject the null hypothesis; as only 15.5 persons do, the null hypoth

esis is not rejected. 

In Question 10, using the Anglo-/m:erican sample at the .05 

significance level: 

-TAyB - /3.00-.50 
J.96 :• 

*{2<aC5~%5'^ 

l.9e(2.55') = fA>s. -/3.S0 

fA>a = S.O '^ IS.50 = /e.50 

At least 18.5 persons out of the (m) of 26 must prefer one alteraative 

to reject the nuli hypothesis; 15.5 persons do; the null hypotliesis is 

not rejected. 
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In Question 10, using the Anglo-American sample at the .01 

significance level: 

A>0 "IZ.OO-.SO 
2.53 =r 

2.53(2.55) = fA.e>-IS.50 

•PA^IS - 6.58 i- 13.SO = 20.0B 

At least 20.08 persons out of the (m) of 26 must prefer one alternative 

to reject the null hypothesis; 15.5 persons do; the null hypothesis is 

not rejected. 

Question 17 miay be tested in the same way by using the values 

of fA>8 which were calculated for Question 10: 

Mexican-American, .05 significance; 17.90 of 25 must 
prefer; 15 do; not significant. 

Mexican-Amerlean, .01 significance; 19.45 of 25 must 
prefer; 15 do; not significant. 

Anglo-American, .05 significance; 18.5 of 26 must 
prefer; 13 do; not significant. 

Anglo-American, .01 significance; 20.08 of 26 must 
prefer; 13 do; not significant. 

Determination of _S_ fox Questions \\_ through 16 

To determine the rejection of the null hypothesis of no differ

ence for the three-alternative questions, the Kendall's S statistic is 

utilized. The numerical values of S for each.question are computed as 

in the example on page 74 and these values may be found in Ai)-'eite;x rh 
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The cutting point values of S.o5 and S.oi (the Value of S at the .05 

or .01 levels of significance) may be found by using the table in 

Appendix G. 

For the Mexican-American sample with an (m) of 25, 

S. 05 = 149.8 

S. o\ 224.8 

For the Anglo-American samiple with an (m) of 26, 

S.05 = 155.8 

S.oi = 234.0 

In order to be significant at the .05 or .01 level, the S for a given 

question must be equal to or greater than S.os" or S.c?i , respectively. 

The following is a tabulation of values of S for each question and an 

indication of the significance levels: 

Question 11 
Mexican-American S = 361.50 
Anglo-American S = 494.00 

Question 12 
Mexican-Amerlean S = 318.50 
Anglo-American S = 613.50 

significant at .05, .01 
significant at .05, .01 

significant at .05, .01 
significant at .05, .01 

Question 13 
Mexican-American S = 146 

Anglo-American S - 69.5 

marginal at .05, not 
significant at .01 

not significant at .05 or .01 

Question 14 
Mexican-American S = 486 significant at .05, .01 
Anglo-/jnerican S = 591.50 significant at .05, .01 

Question 15 
Mexican-American S = 325.50 
Anglo-American S = 675.50 

Question 16 
Mexican-x\merican S -- 325.50 
Anglo-American S -1038.50 

significant at .05, .01 
significant at .05, .0] 

si'-'uiiicant at .05, .01 
signifleant at .05, .01 
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Calculating Polar Coordinates 

Coordinates to be used in plotting multiple rankings are cal

culated by solving for a/VnT, b/*,^, and c/'fm. The values for a, b, 

and c may be found in Appendix E, in the line designated "Expected 

Less Observed." The value of (m) is 25 for Mexican-American and 26 

for Anglo-American responses. 

As a check, a/'fm + b//^ + c/Ym = 0 

For m = 26, V26 = 5.1 

For m = 25, V25 = 5 

The following calculations were made to determine the coordinates for 

responses to questions 11 through 16. 

Question 11 

Mexican-American 
a/YiT = - 3 . 1 b/'/iT = 1.7 c /YF = 1.4 
Anglo-Am.erican 
aA/il = - 3 . 3 4 b/Vm - 2.75 c/^l^^ 0.59 

Ques t ion 12 
Mexican-Amierican 
a / V ^ - - 0 . 7 b / ' / l i r = - 2 . 1 C/A, ' ! " - 2 .8 
Anglo-American 
a/y/ra"= -0.69 'o/^fW^ -3.04 c/^/W = 3.73 

Question 13 
Mexican-Am.erican 
a/fm =• -0.20 b/Vm = 1.8 c///^f--l,6 
Anglo-American 
a/VST = - 0 . 9 8 h/')'^= 1.27 c / ' / S r - - 0 . 2 9 

Ques t ion 14 
Mexican-A.mierican 
a/fm = - 3 . 6 b A ^ - 1.8 c/fm - 1.8 
Anglo-American 
a / / rm= 3 .73 bA.TT = 2.85 cA^m - 0 .88 

Ques t ion 15 
Mexican-American 
a/V^ - 0.10 b/'̂ m - 2.5 c/'rp{--2.6 
Anglo-xVm.e r i can 
a/'fm--- - 3 . 3 3 bA^r? = 3.82 c/ ' /nT- -0.^:9 



153 

Ques t i on 16 
Mexican-American 
a A/In = - 4 . 2 b/'^nT = 2 . 8 c/^m = 1.4 
Anglo-American 

a/Ym = -4.61 bAfm = 4.32 c/'/¥ = 0.29 

Solving for r.os" , r.o; 

The radii for significance levels of .05 and .01 may be 

plotted on polar coordinates by using the follox'/ing formula: 

f2~3 
r = J 

r3 n? 
where 

r = the radius 

S = the value of S associated with a particular 
significance level 

m = number of respondents. 

From the table in Appendix G, it can be seen that S/m remains fairly 

constant at a given significance level, so that the same num.erieal 

value for the radius may be used interchangeably v;ith different equa

tions. 

• \2S j 2 
r.o5 - A A - C5.99) --^ 2.0 

"V c> 

r.o/ 
2S 2 , ^ 

- (9;) = 2.^-'. 
\Orn 

Calculations f_ox Linear Charts 

Significance levels calculated as a percentage of the member 

of respondents are as follov^s: 
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.01 .05 

Mexican-American (25) 19.45 = 77.8% 17.90 = 71.6% 

Anglo-American (26) 20.08 = 77.2% 18.50 - 71.2% 

Percentages of persons preferring a particular alternative are as 

follows: 

Question 10 
Mexican-Am.erican = 22/25 - 88% 
Anglo-American = 15.5/26 = 59.6% 

Question 17 
Mexican-American = 15/25 = 60% 
Anglo-Am.erican = 13/26 = 50%. 
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APPENDIX G: KENDALL'S S STATISTIC FOR THE MEASUREMEiIT OF CONSENSUS 

(when n equals 3 and m goes from 8 to 60) 

No. of 
Rankings 

m 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
25 
30 
35 
40 
45 
50 
55 
60 

s -̂ ^ 

48.1 
54.0 
60.0 
66.0 
71.9 
77.9 
83.8 
89.8 
95.8 
101.8 
107.7 
113.7 
119.7 
125.6 
131.6 
137.7 
149.8 
179.8 
209.9 
240.3 
270.5 
300.5 
330.1 
359.5 

Florence Klui 

Level 

S/m 

6.01 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 
5.99 
5.99 
5.99 
5.99 
5.99 
5.99 
5.98 
5.98 
5.98 
5.98 
5.98 
5.99 
5.99 
5.99 
6.00 
6.01 
6.01 
6.01 
6.00 
5.99 

T i t 1 

2rchorin anc: 

of Significance 

S 

66.8 
75.9 
85.1 
94.3 
103.5 
112.7 
121.9 
131.0 
140.2 
149.4 
158.6 
167.8 
177.0 
187.3 
196.3 
205.8 
224.8 
270.8 
317.3 
367.4 
411.2 
457.2 
501.3 
547.5 

Fred Strodtbeck, 

•°1 s/n, 

8.35 
8.43 
8.51 
8.57 
8.62 
8.67 
8.71 
8.73 
8.76 
8.79 
8.81 
8.83 
8.85 
8.92 
8.92 
8.95 
8.99 
9.03 
9.07 
9.18 
9.14 
9.14 
9.11 
9.12 

Variations in Val_ue 

Orientation^ (Evanston, Illinois: Rom, Peterson and Company, 1951) 

D. 126. 
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