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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

On January 10, 1916, a train heading west from Ciudad Chihuahua, 

Chihuahua was stopped by a contingent of Villista soldiers commanded by 

General Pablo Lopez. There were nineteen mineworkers on board who were 

headed to the mining town of Cusihuiriachic. The Anglos were ordered off the 

train where they were stripped and executed on the spot, with only one American 

survivor.^ This incident became known as the San Ysabel Massacre. Most of 

the mining men were from the El Paso, Texas area, and when their bodies were 

returned to the border city, ethnic tensions between Anglos and Mexicans 

exploded into violence. Although the uproar in El Paso was a direct result of the 

massacre, it is also a clear example of the increase in ethnic tensions that had 

been taking place as a result of the Mexican Revolution.^ 

^ it is difficult during this period to differentiate between a "Mexican" and a "Mexican 
American" in El Paso. Many of those individuals of Mexican origin came to the city as refugees 
fleeing the Revolution or individuals seeking economic opportunity, with the ideas that they would 
one day return to Mexico. For this essay, "Mexican" will refer to those living in El Paso, "Mexican 
American" will refer to those individuals who were indeed Americans of Mexican origin, while the 
term "Anglo" will refer to the city's white population. 

^ The use of the term "massacre" can mean a great many things, but implies an 
exceptionally brutal and merciless killing of human beings. The contemporary newspapers, 
articles, politicians, and policy makers referred to this event as a "massacre." Their reasons for 
doing so were many. For one, it was a way to stir up emotions among the population, and also, 
an honest belief that the incident was indeed a massacre. The periodic use of the word 
"massacre" throughout this paper should not imply that the author whole-heartedly accepts the 
use of the term under every meaning it was then used, but accepts that it was used then, and 
continues to be used today, as the description and title of this particular historical event. 



The unique role that the city of El Paso, Texas played in the Mexican 

Revolution has been relatively well documented. Economically, militarily, and 

even diplomatically, El Paso was a vital international port of entry for those 

revolutionaries who sought control of Mexico. From a perspective of ethnicity 

and immigration, some have described El Paso as, "the Ellis Island for 

mexlcanos."^ Economic opportunity and escape from the growing war worked to 

dramatically increase the population of Mexicans in El Paso during the decade of 

the 1910s. 

While this population explosion occurred, Anglos in El Paso went about 

their daily lives and operated their businesses with a close eye on the south bank 

of the Rio Grande. Many business owners took full advantage of the economic 

opportunities generated as a result of the war, and "El Paso soon became Texas' 

smuggling capital."^ These economic opportunities would remain throughout the 

revolutionary period. Although Anglo-Mexican relations would become more 

strained during this period, relations did not completely deteriorate as occurred in 

South Texas with the Plan of San Diego.^ Shawn Lay notes this important 

^ Vicki L. Ruiz, From Out of the Shadows: Mexican Women in Twentieth Century America 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1998), 13; George J. Sanchez, Becoming Mexican 
American: Ethnicity. Culture and Identity in Chicano Los Angeles. 1900-1945 (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1993), 55-57. 

" Erin Carroll Tanner, 'The Texas Border and the Mexican Revolution" (Unpublished M.A. 
thesis, Texas Tech University, 1970), 16. 

^ As the pages to come will discuss, the Plan de San Diego was movement that took 
place in south Texas, primarily in 1915 to create a separate republic in the American Southwest 
made up of disenfranchised minority groups in the United States. Although the movement itself 
was not at all successful, numerous raids credited with the Plan de San Diego took place in south 
Texas and caused severe disruption. 



difference when he writes, "Increased racial exclusion, however, was mitigated 

by the nature of El Paso's economy. Dependent on Mexican labor, Mexican 

consumers, and Mexican trade, Anglo businessmen strove to avert racial 

tension."^ 

In his work, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas, 1836-1986. 

David Montejano notes that compared "with the significant literature on race 

relations in the American South, similar work in western Americana appears 

tentative and uncertain."^ This thesis will work to contribute to a greater 

understanding of the ethnic relations and perceptions between Anglos and 

Mexicans in El Paso, Texas during the Mexican Revolution. This will be 

accomplished by analyzing an important event, oftentimes overlooked, but very 

significant in what it demonstrated about Anglo and Mexican relations in El Paso. 

The shift was from a relationship of relative tolerance and peace to gradually 

become one of suspicion and distrust. The San Ysabel Massacre and the 

Anglo's reaction indicated a dramatic shift in what was becoming a very tense 

relationship between Anglos and Mexicans over the course of the Mexican 

Revolution. As a response to the killing of the nineteen mineworkers on the 

banks of the San Ysabel River, Anglos lashed out violently in a riot against 

® Shawn Lay, War. Revolution and the Ku Klux Klan: A Study of Intolerance in a Border 
City (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1985), 15. 

^ David Montejano, Anglos and Mexicans in the Making of Texas. 1836-1986 (Austin: 
University of Texas Press, 1987), 3. 



Mexicans in El Paso, nearly causing "a serious race conflict" before local 

authorities could bring the situation under control.^ 

The historiography of El Paso and the Borderlands during this period with 

regards to the San Ysabel Massacre seems to be relatively limited in scope, and 

confines the incident to "Mexican History," and the subsequent riot in El Paso to 

"Mexican American History." Viewing the incident in this way fails to provide a 

comprehensive picture of what took place, why, and what it says about ethnic 

relations in the Borderlands during in the long saga of the Mexican Revolution. 

In his 1969 work, Clarence C. Clendenen illustrates the historiographical 

neglect of the San Ysabel incident very well. Although his book was a military 

history, Clendenen limits his discussion of San Ysabel to a few pages that is 

simply meant to illustrate the background events leading to Villa's raid on 

Columbus, New Mexico. Clendenen fails to offer a detailed discussion of the 

reaction in El Paso, even from a military perspective. The only real conclusion 

that is drawn from the events at San Ysabel is when he states, 'The horror of 

Santa Ysabel proved, however, that even though Villa's political and military 

fortunes were on the downgrade, Villismo was far from dead."^ Although the San 

Ysabel incident is acknowledged as being an important event, no serious 

research is done focusing on the aftermath. 

^ El Paso Morning Times. January 14,1916,1. (Hereafter cited as EPMT). 

® Clarence C. Clendenen, Blood on the Border: The United States Army and the Mexican 
Irregulars (Toronto: The Macmillan Company, 1969), 199. 



In his biography of Pancho Villa, Friedrich Katz discusses the incident 

from a Mexican historical perspective.^" He gives a good discussion of the San 

Ysabel massacre, what caused the Villistas to attack, and a general narrative of 

the events, but very little as to what took place in the United States after the 

incident at San Ysabel. Clearly, Katz intended to make a broader point with 

regards to Pancho Villa and his increasingly desperate circumstances, but it is 

one example of the incident at San Ysabel and its repercussions being viewed 

from a Latin American or Mexican History standpoint rather than from the 

perspective of a Borderlands, Texas, or Mexican American historical issue. 

In his thesis on the Mexican Revolution in El Paso, Richard Medina 

Estrada shows how El Paso served as was a port of entry for thousands of 

refugees who crossed the border looking for food, safety, and opportunity. He 

also demonstrates how because of El Paso's unique location on the border, it 

played a pivotal role logistically in contributing weapons, munitions, and supplies, 

and as a "political haven" for numerous revolutionary movements.^ ̂  Although the 

focus of Estrada's work ends in 1915, he provides a thorough discussion with 

regards to the massive influx of Mexican immigrants and refugees during the 

period of 1915-1916. 

°̂ Friedrich Katz, The Life and Times of Pancho Villa (Stanford: Stanford University 
Press, 1998), 557-560. 

^̂  Richard Medina Estrada, "Border Revolution: The Mexican Revolution in the Ciudad 
Juarez-El Paso Area, 1906-1915" (Unpublished M.A thesis. University of Texas at El Paso, 
1975). 



The influx of impoverished Mexicans was staggering; it changed 
the El Paso area, for the time being, from a city whose population 
was composed of about equal numbers of Anglos and Mexicans 
into a much more Mexicanized locale.^^ 

Again, however, due to the scope of his work, the San Ysabel massacre and its 

impact on ethnic relations in El Paso receives no direct attention. As this thesis 

will argue, this population change contributed to increased ethnic tensions in the 

city. 

In his excellent book examining Ciudad Juarez and its relationship with El 

Paso, Oscar J. Martinez examines Ciudad Juarez from 1848 through most of the 

twentieth century. His chapter evaluating the impact of the Mexican Revolution 

was especially interesting in that he closely analyzes the economic impact and 

the effect of refugees in both of the border cities. Martinez discusses the San 

Ysabel Massacre and its role on ethnic relations on the border, however, his real 

is being Ciudad Juarez, and close attention is not given to the Texas City. He 

does note, however, that during the riot in El Paso on January of 1916, the 

Mexican military in Juarez was preparing to cross the river to defend their 

countrymen in El Paso.^^ 

In their 1984 work on Texas and the Mexican Revolution, Don M. Coerver 

and Linda B. Hall examine from a regional perspective the United States federal 

government, the Texas state government, and their reactions to troubles along 

^̂  Ibid., 132. 

^̂  Oscar J. Martinez, Border Boom Town: Ciudad Juarez Since 1848 (Austin: University 
of Texas Press, 1978), 39. 



the border. To Coerver and Hall, "Much of the problem lay in the fact that the 

state was trying to formulate a border policy while the federal government was 

attempting to implement a foreign policy."̂ '* For much of the revolutionary 

decade, there existed at times an uneasy relationship between the executive 

branch of the federal government and the Texas state Governors office. 

Coerver and Hall do give brief attention to both the San Ysabel massacre 

and the resulting riots, noting that the fighting between Mexicans and Americans 

forced the city to activate the entire police force and how "even U.S. soldiers 

joined in the attacks on Mexicans and Mexican Americans."^^ Compared with 

much of the literature written concerning the San Ysabel massacre, Coerver and 

Hall do a relatively effective job in discussing what happened not only at the 

massacre, but also in El Paso. However, they view the massacre as more of a 

way of introducing the Villa raid on Columbus, New Mexico two months later, as 

well as how the state and national governments reacted to that raid. 

In his study of the impact the Mexican Revolution had on the Texas 

border, Rodolfo Rocha does an effective job in illustrating how the revolution 

accentuated the attitudes of Anglos towards the oftentimes Mexican majority 

^̂  Don M. Coerver and Linda Hall, Texas and the Mexican Revolution: A Study in State 
and National Border Policy. 1910-1920 (San Antonio: Trinity University Press, 1984), 4. 

15 Ibid., 95-96. 



along the border, noting that, "Anglo Americans along the border from the Valley 

to El Paso believed most Mexicanos to be both disloyal and dangerous."^^ 

Discussing the major periods of the revolution from Madero to Huerta to 

Carranza and Villa, Rocha's study shows the major events and the important role 

the Texas-Mexican border played in the revolution. Much of Rocha's focus is on 

the South Texas, however, although he does offer a fine discussion of the El 

Paso area. He notes the attempts by Ricardo Flores Magon to incite revolution 

in Ciudad Juarez from El Paso in 1911 and before.^^ Rocha also states that 

during the turmoil. El Paso merchants sold "immense amounts" of war munitions 

to the various revolutionary movements.̂ ® 

Rocha also discusses the San Ysabel Massacre and its impact on the city 

of El Paso. He discusses how "most of the slain Americans were well-known in 

the city," and that in the resulting violence against Mexicans, "Hundreds of 

Mexican-Americans were beaten, before General Pershing ordered troops into El 

Paso to restore order."^^ Rocha discusses the San Ysabel Massacre in a context 

that tried to show the growing hostility of Villistas against Americans and that the 

massacre was the direct result of these tensions. Rocha does an effective job in 

placing the event in this context, showing the massacre as an example of the 

®̂ Rodolfo Rocha, 'The Influence of the Mexican Revolution on the Mexico-Texas Border, 
1910-1916" (Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Texas Tech University, 1981), 22. 

" Ibid., 66. 

^̂  Ibid., 193. 

^̂  Ibid., 242. 



growing pattern of hostility stemming from President Wilson's de facto 

recognition of the Carranza government. However, Rocha fails to take his 

discussion of the violence at San Ysabel and analyze it from a broader 

Borderlands perspective. 

In arguably the most comprehensive work done on Mexicans and Mexican 

Americans in El Paso, Mario T. Garcia examines the time period from 1880-

1920, and some of the many changes that were taking place in the Mexican 

community.^" Focusing on a broad range of topics from immigration to labor to 

education and the barrios, Garcia examines the major issues that Mexican 

immigrants and Mexican-Americans faced in El Paso. In his discussion on 

"Class, Race, and Labor," Garcia notes the racial distinctions of labor: 

...Mexicans [worked] primarily as blue-collar workers along with a 
minority of American craftsmen and Americans mostly as white-
collar employees, businessmen, managers, and 
professionals...Clearly, the need by southwestern enterprises for 
cheap unskilled labor coincided with the availability of Mexican 
immigrants to produce a class system tainted with racial 
prejudice.^^ 

Clearly, leading up to and including the Revolutionary period, El Paso's economic 

and political history was based on very clear ethnic and labor distinctions. 

Garcia notes that the Mexican Revolution accentuated this ethnic 

prejudice and stratification, especially after the American occupation of Veracruz 

in 1914. These tensions grew stronger, Garcia points out, as the fighting 

^° Mario T. Garcia, Desert Immigrants: The Mexicans of El Paso. 1880-1920 (London: 
Yale University Press, 1981). 

^̂  Ibid., 85. 



between Carranza and Villa escalated. This ethnic strain would be clearly 

illustrated in the tumult that would break out as a result of the San Ysabel 

Massacre. 

In one of the better accounts written over this episode, Garcia effectively 

brings together newspaper accounts, letters to editors, oral histories, and 

secondary sources to show how this "riot" was a result of a general increase in 

Anglo suspicion of the loyalties of the area's Mexican population.^^ This thesis 

will discuss the impact of the murders at San Ysabel in El Paso, however, unlike 

Garcia, it will also closely examine the motives of Villa in committing the murders 

as well as the national and regional reaction. Doing so will allow for a more 

complete understanding of the causes and consequences of the San Ysabel 

Massacre. 

In one of the most recent works examining the San Ysabel Massacre and 

ethnic attitudes in El Paso during the revolutionary era, Raul R. Reyes examines 

border race relations in El Paso during the period. Reyes examines the impact of 

the Tampico and Veracruz incidents, the circumstances surrounding the incident 

at San Ysabel, as well as attitudes extant during Pershing's punitive expedition 

into Mexico. Throughout his thesis, he works very hard to portray the racist 

attitudes of Anglos being exemplified during this period 

Although it is completely true that racist attitudes, stereotypes, and 

perceptions permeated the border throughout this period and before, Reyes fails 

10 



to illustrate the difference between the El Paso region and other areas, such as 

South Texas. Although attitudes were similar throughout Texas, the ways in 

which these attitudes had been traditionally acted upon were quite different. 

Ethnic violence was rarely an option in the El Paso area before the riot 

associated with the San Ysabel Massacre. The Mexican/Mexican American 

majority in the area's population simply did not allow for overt, violent racism to 

be played out on a regular basis towards Mexicans. For this reason it Is 

important to not portray all areas as the same when discussing relations. 

Reyes is quite right when he asserts, "the evidence shows that a pattern 

of biracial friction has prevailed within the frontera and peoples of the southwest." 

However, his analysis becomes problematic when he fails to address any other 

factors other than race and racism.̂ ^ Factors such as American (and Mexican) 

nationalism, economic prosperity and lack thereof, and international relations all 

played a major role in the changing nature of ethnic relations. This is not 

intended to reduce the importance and impact of racism, but Reyes fails to do 

little more than acknowledge that these factors existed. 

A primary example of this is the analysis Reyes gives for the Villistas 

killing the Americans at San Ysabel. Reyes states "race was a factor in the 

^^Ibid., 188-191. 

" Raul R. Reyes, '"Gringos' and 'Greasers' and the Rio Grande Border: Race 
Resentment in the Mexican Revolutionary Era in El Paso, 1914-1916," (Unpublished M.A. thesis. 
the University of Texas at El Paso, 1997), 19. 

11 



slayings." Such an argument is too simplistic and ignores the internal and 

external political factors that were behind the killings. Villa's animosity was not 

simply towards "Anglos" as Reyes argues, but more specifically, toward 

Americans and the American government. The fact that a Mexican American 

was killed in the San Ysabel Massacre does not seem to cause Reyes to rethink 

his assertions that Villa was attempting to introduce "race as an issue."̂ ^ This 

point will be elaborated on in pages to come, however, the conclusion that should 

be drawn is that there must be an understanding and an acceptance of other 

factors that played a major role in the changing ethnic attitudes that not only 

caused the San Ysabel Massacre, but also its aftermath. 

This thesis will examine the San Ysabel Massacre and the ensuing race 

riot in El Paso as the central incident in a period of evolving ethnic attitudes 

between Anglos and Mexicans in El Paso during the Mexican Revolution. The 

relationship was evolving in the sense that the Anglo population in El Paso, as a 

result of revolutionary factors affecting the city, became more aware of the fact 

that they were now an ethnic minority. It is not that Anglo El Pasoans' racial view 

of Mexicans changed, but the Anglo racial stereotypes caused by the strain of 

war, frustration towards the American and Mexican governments, and the desire 

to avenge the deaths of the slain Americans allowed violence to become an 

acceptable outlet for their frustration. 

^* Ibid., 56. 

25 Ibid.. 55. 

12 



The second chapter in this thesis will first examine the relationship 

between Anglos and Mexicans in period leading up to the revolution as well as 

the first part of the Mexican Revolution. The relationship between the two ethnic 

groups was one of relative peace and support for the revolutionaries across the 

Rio Grande. Anglo dependence on Mexicans as labor, consumers, and voters 

coupled with the desire on the part of many Mexicans for jobs, food, and refuge 

gave both groups a certain incentive for peaceful coexistence. 

As the Mexican Revolution began in 1910 and continued throughout the 

decade of the 1910s, it affected the relationship that had developed between the 

two groups in the border city. Chapter III will examine the impact of the 

Revolution on El Paso. First, throughout the decade, immigrants and refugees 

flooded across the border to escape the violence and starvation that had become 

an all to common way of life, but also to gain economic opportunities in the 

United States. Second, the 1914 U.S. occupation of the Mexican port of 

Veracruz and the real threat of war on the border caused alarm and panic 

throughout El Paso. This panic further deteriorated the relationship between 

Mexicans and Anglos because it expressed itself in the questioning of the 

national loyalties of not only the refugees in the city, but also the long time 

Mexican Americans who resided there. 

A third major impact that the Mexican Revolution had on El Paso race 

relations was the events of the summer of 1915. The raids associated with the 

Plan de San Diego in south Texas and the real worry of new revolutionary 

13 



movements beginning in El Paso further strained the ethnic relationship by 

accentuating a growing sense of mistrust among the two ethnic groups. These 

events would have the effect of gradually increasing ethnic tensions within in the 

community so that once the San Ysabel Massacre occurred, violence became an 

acceptable option within El Paso. 

Chapter IV will examine the murder of the American miners at San Ysabel. 

Understanding the few months preceding the massacre with regards to Villa's 

military and political fortunes explain a great deal. Defeat on the battlefield and 

President Wilson's de facto recognition of the Carranza government caused Villa 

to become more desperate and lash out against the Americans in an attempt to 

convert more supporters to his cause. 

The response of the United States government, the border region, and El 

Paso to the killings at San Ysabel was immediate. Cries in the United States 

Congress called on the President to take military action to avenge the deaths and 

many on the border prepared for war. Indignation was greatest in El Paso. 

Many of those who had been killed lived in El Paso or were well known in the 

city, and for this reason the demand for retribution was intense. Anglos in the 

city took such action against innocent Mexicans during the riot that took place on 

January 13,1916. 

The San Ysabel Massacre and the riot in the city illustrate the shifting 

nature of the complex relationship between Anglos and Mexicans during the 

Revolutionary decade. This incident has suffered from historiographical neglect 

14 



for a variety of reasons. As previously voted, the first is that the event itself is 

often times used as a way of introducing Villa's raid in Columbus, New Mexico. 

Second, historians placing the event in the context of Mexican, U.S., or 

Mexican American history have caused a certain amount of historical omission. 

Placing the event in such a context precludes a full understanding of the event 

and how and why it impacted ethnic relations. Although focusing primarily on El 

Paso, this thesis will work from the perspective of a Borderlands history and thus 

offer a more complete understanding of the San Ysabel Massacre and its 

significance. 

15 



CHAPTER II 

EL PASO IN TRANSITION: 1846-1914 

Before focusing on the Massacre and surrounding events, it is necessary 

to briefly examine several occurrences that took place in the El Paso area 

leading up to and including parts of the Revolutionary Era. The late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries were periods of transition in the region on several 

levels. The first and most obvious change that came to the city was the dramatic 

increase in the population. This increase was a result of changing economic 

opportunities along the border in El Paso and Ciudad Juarez, and later the 

railroads connecting the city to major economic centers. With this increase in 

population and shifting economic circumstances, more Anglos arrived in El Paso 

as well. 

In December of 1846, five hundred Missouri Mounted Volunteers defeated 

a contingent of the Mexican Army at the Battle of Brazito. This American victory 

at the pass signaled the first major contact between Americans and Mexicans 

near what is today El Paso.^ The time that these Volunteers spent in El Paso del 

Norte with the local population was generally peaceful and few incidents of ethnic 

and cultural clashes took place. 

After the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo ended the Mexican-American War, 

the El Paso region changed in that the area north of the Rio Grande was now 

^ Lay, 1-2. 

16 



part of the United States, but culturally and in terms of the make-up of the 

population, few things were different. Aside from the creation of a wagon road 

between the city of Austin and El Paso, there were few efficient connections 

between the region and the rest of the state of Texas.̂  

From the end of hostilities until the early 1880s, El Paso and the 

surrounding region distinguished itself from other areas in the southern and 

eastern part of the state in terms of ethnic/race relations. Unlike many areas in 

south Texas where relations between and Anglos and Mexicans were strained 

and Anglo stereotypes of Mexicans were the cause of a great deal of violence, 

such as the Cortina War and the Cattle War, El Paso was relatively peaceful.̂  

This was in large part due to the ovenwhelming Mexican majority in this area. 

Understanding their position as a minority group, Anglos in the El Paso area 

were forced to conform in many ways to the dominant culture, customs, and 

economy of the city. Court proceedings were held in Spanish, politicians relied 

upon the support of the Mexican communities, and local Anglo men relied on 

Mexican women to be their brides. 

Historian Shawn Lay notes this adaptation when he points out that, 

"Isolated from American population centers, surrounded by a Mexican majority, 

and presented with a dearth of women of their own kind, the male Anglos in El 

^ Ibid., 3. 

^ De Leon, 59; Montejano, 32-33. 

17 



Paso had no hope of recreating a typical American city.""̂  In fact, the relative 

remoteness of the city from any other population center worked to create a better 

sense of community and interdependence. Living in El Paso in the 1850s, W. W. 

Mills discussed race relations by saying, "Common trials and dangers united the 

two races as one family, and the fact that one man was a Mexican and another 

an American was seldom mentioned, and I believe Is seldom thought about."^ 

This is not to imply that ethnic strain, stereotypes, and racism did not exist. 

As Timmons points out, the Mexican population was viewed as an inferior, mixed 

breed that were "lazy, irresponsible, untrustworthy, and dirty."^ However, the 

simple fact of the matter was that very few Anglos lived in the area. As Arnoldo 

De Leon notes, and the census records confirm, in 1880, there was a total of 736 

individuals living in all of El Paso. De Leon points out that during this "frontier 

age.... El Paso had a population of about 800; Ysleta, the county seat, had 

approximately 1,600; Socorro, four miles below the county seat, about 700; and 

San Elizario, six miles below Socorro, 2,000. Almost all of these citizens were 

Mexicanos; only eighty Anglos lived in the entire county {my emphasis)."^ 

Regardless of the racial perceptions that the Anglos may have had, there was 

" Ibid., 4. 

' Lay, 4. 

^ W. H. Timmons, El Paso: A Borderlands History (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990), 
162. 

^ Thirteenth Census of the United States. 1910: Population. U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Arnoldo De Leon, They Called Them Greasers: Anglo 
Attitudes Toward Mexicans in Texas. 1821-1900 (Austin: University of Texas, 1983), 100. 

18 



little that they could have done to transfer their attitudes to action in El Paso 

County. 

The Salt War of 1877 

As the nineteenth century continued, the relationship between Anglos and 

Mexicans became more complex. The most notable example of this is what 

became known as "The Salt War" of 1877. This event is very important for many 

reasons; not least of which is that it illustrates the changing nature of the 

relationship between the two ethnic groups. 

For years the salt lakes located near the Guadalupe Mountains had been 

considered communal property by local pasehos and an important source of 

revenue for the local economy. Anglo American Charles Howard, frustrated over 

a political alliance gone bad, attempted to gain title to the salt lakes. His attempt 

at charging a fee for the extraction of salt from the lakes infuriated many 

Mexicans on both sides of the border. Luis Cardis, an Italian immigrant who had 

become a state legislator, defended the local Mexican interests by opposing the 

claims of Charles Howard. Angered by broad local opposition to his privatization 

of the salt flats, Howard, with a shotgun blast to the chest, murdered Cardis in El 

Paso on October of 1877. 

Local justice toward Charles Howard was swift and lethal. Local Mexicans 

captured and executed him in San Elizario shortly after the murder, along with 

two other individuals in Howard's party. An inexperienced group of Texas 

19 



Rangers, responsible for the killings of several Mexicans, was forced to 

surrender to the mob after two more of them were killed and they were 

surrounded.^ Before order could be reestablished, a group of thirty volunteers 

from New Mexico raided the Rio Grande valley destroying property. After the 

situation finally calmed, the Mexican families of the El Paso area would once 

again be allowed to extract salt from the lakes that were the cause of the 

uprising. 

It may seem that this event would without question illustrate ethnic tension 

and racism, and to a degree it does. Arnoldo De Leon notes that the Salt War 

was an example of "friction of a racial nature" that was emerging in El Paso. 

Similarly, Raul Reyes cites the Salt War as an example of the "intensified racial 

animos[ity]" that had been growing in the region since the arrival of Anglos in 

1846.® However, Shawn Lay questions this point and disputes the argument that 

racial tensions were the most important factor behind the causes of the Salt War. 

Citing recent droughts, floods, economic depression, and political change in 

Mexico, Lay points out that the salt acquired from the salt flats was one of the 

few means of reliable income. Violence only erupted after the attempted 

privatization by Howard. Lay goes on to further his argument by stating: 

® De Leon, 99-101; Timmons, 165-166; Lay, 7-9. For greater discussion of the 1877 Salt 
War, De Leon, Timmons, and Lay offer an especially thorough examination and narration of the 
events that took place during this event. 

^De Leon, 99; Reyes, 14. 
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It is also noteworthy that the rioting in San Elizario did not divide 
discreetly along racial lines; the mob threatened several Mexican-
Americans during its rampage. Nor were all Anglo-Americans in 
danger during the rioting. When United States troops arrived in 
San Elizario, they encountered no trouble whatsoever; the anger of 
the Mexicans had focused upon Howard and the Texas Rangers.^° 

Any racist motivations behind the Salt War become even less clear once it is 

again considered that there were very few Anglos in the El Paso area at this 

time. 

It is beyond the scope of this work to enter the debate over the degree to 

which ethnic tensions caused the Salt Wars of 1877, however this debate among 

historians illustrates an important point. The fact that it is not entirely clear 

whether or not ethnic tension was the cause illustrates the complexity of ethnic 

relations in the region. Unlike some areas of South Texas during this period, 

when racism was unquestionably the causal factor of many instances of ethnic 

violence against Mexicans, many other variables impacted the way the Anglo 

population reacted to the Mexicans in El Paso. 

Zona Libre and the Arrival of the Railroad 

Another one of these variables that impacted early race relations was the 

close proximity of Ciudad Juarez to El Paso. During the second half of the 

nineteenth century, economic considerations between the two cities were the 

driving force behind the way they reacted to each other as well as the prosperity 

(or lack thereof) that they enjoyed. What became known as the Zona Libre was 

°̂ Lay, 8-9. 
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established in Tamaulipas in 1858, as a way of trying to stop rapid depopulation 

on the Mexican side of the border as well as to give an incentive for economic 

growth. From the perspective of those Mexicans living inside these zonas, they 

were a great success—to the point that they were extended to nearly the entire 

northern border, including Paso del Norte, by 1885.̂ ^ 

Once the Zona Libre was extended to Paso del Norte, dramatic economic 

growth took place. Individuals from all over northern Mexico as well as El Paso 

came to open new businesses and take advantage of the tariff free zone. Oscar 

J. Martinez notes that it "was not long before the foreigners, including Anglo-

Americans, English, Germans, French, Spaniard, and others, became the 

dominant element within the Paso del Norte business community."̂ ^ The impact 

that this had on the city of El Paso was quick, dramatic, and caused much of the 

population to react negatively. Opposition from El Paso merchants was very 

vocal as some were forced out of business. One El Paso businessman was 

quoted as saying, "I cannot compete with the merchants on the other side, who 

buy their goods in Europe and ship them through the United States without 

paying customs duties; they insure in foreign companies and get lower rates; 

they pay less taxes and rent, consequently they can undersell me, and our 

people will buy from them."^^ 

^̂  Paso del Norte would be renamed Ciudad Juarez in 1888. 

^̂  Martinez, 23. 

^̂  As quoted in Matfnez 25-26. 
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These prosperous times came to an end for Juarez in the 1890s as the 

result of a shift in government policy, due to pressure from inside and outside of 

Mexico, which raised duties within the Zona and more stringently regulated what 

type off goods could be imported into the interior from the Zona. New 

regulations, coupled with the depreciation of silver, and lack of water in the 

region caused the period of boom in Juarez to go bust. This decline continued 

for much of the rest of the century, and in 1905, the Mexican government 

completely eliminated the Zona Libre.^"^ 

The elimination of the Zona across the Rio Grande caused El Paso's 

economy to boom. Many businesses no longer found it worthwhile to operate in 

Juarez and moved to El Paso to continue operation. Soon El Paso became a 

regional center for mining, manufacturing, agriculture, and transportation. As 

Juarez declined and El Paso grew, immigration from Mexico into the city 

increased, as more immigrants crossed the border seeking economic 

opportunity. Much of this opportunity was a result of the arrival of the railroads. 

The railroads reached El Paso in 1881 and caused a transformation within 

the city almost immediately. By 1884, railroad lines webbed out from El Paso in 

every direction, bringing people in and out of the city, and causing a massive 

population increase.̂ ^ The arrival of such ties, as in many other areas, 

^* For a quite effective and more focused discussion of the Zona Libre, read Chapters 1 
and 2 of Border Boom Town: Ciudad Juarez Since 1848. by Oscar J. Martinez. 

^̂  As previously noted, the population of El Paso in 1880 was 736. By 1890, after 
railroads had reached the city, the population was reported as 10,338. An increase of over 
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drastically helped the economy of El Paso grow, and made it an important port 

for international trade. This growth and importance of railroads in El Paso did not 

similarly affect Ciudad Juarez, and helped contribute to the city's economic 

decline during this period.^^ 

El Paso Politics 

With the arrival of the railroad contributing to the economic growth in the 

city, which in turn precipitated more immigration into the city, local politics in the 

era before the Mexican Revolution became increasingly important. However, the 

arena of politics serves as another example of how the relationship between 

Anglos and Mexicans in the city was more complex and relied on a certain 

amount of accommodation in order for government to run smoothly. Mario T. 

Garcia points this out when, referring to economic and political leaders in the city, 

he states that they "attempted to minimize racial friction in the city. Economically 

invaluable, the Mexicans also came to be regarded as a major political resource 

at election time."^^ 

The use of this "resource" operated on several levels. Most notably. 

Republicans and Democrats alike employed various vote buying schemes to 

1,304% in ten years. Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910: Population, U.S. Department 
of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 

^̂  Martinez, 21-23. 

^̂  Mario T. Garcia, Desert Immigrants: The Mexicans of El Paso, 1880-1920 (New 
Haven: Yale University Press, 1981), 155. 
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attract Mexican voters. Free liquor and entertainment was often the price paid in 

order gain a Mexican vote, from either side of the Rio Grande, in an El Paso 

election. Garcia notes examples of Mexicans actually being locked in the 

dancehalls and not permitted to leave until their registration was confirmed and 

their vote was submitted.̂ ^ 

Another way that Mexicans in El Paso were used by the political machines 

of the city were as "mediators" and "ward bosses" in Chihuahuita and other areas 

of Mexican settlement in the city. As Garcia points out, the more "accuiturated" 

Mexicans were used in this respect to ensure that the Mexican voters did indeed 

vote for the "right" candidate. The Mexican Americans who found themselves in 

such positions soon were able to use their position to gain appointments and 

employment in return for their work in the Mexican neighborhoods.̂ ® 

A third way in which the local Mexican population played an important role 

in the politics of El Paso was as elected officials. The primary political machine 

of the city was known as the "Ring." Very aware of the importance of the 

Mexican population in voting and organizing in elections, the Ring was 

responsible for supporting numerous candidates for primarily local offices. In his 

discussion of this local political machine, Mario T. Garcia points out that, "in 

1900, voters selected B. Alderete, S. Carbajal, and Francisco Gonzalez to the 

18 Garcia, 157. 

^̂  Ibid., 158-159. 
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county commissioner's court as well as Francisco Villalobos justice of the peace 

in San Elizario."^° 

The result of the various ways that the Mexican American electorate was 

used in El Paso during this period was to maintain Anglo control of the relevant 

reins of power. In reinforcing this political power, it also helped to reinforce the 

Anglo grip on economic and social power as well. Anglo control of political, 

economic, and social hegemony should come as no particular surprise, however, 

what is important to note that in order to do so, maintaining a relatively positive 

relationship with the Mexican population was important. Although not making 

substantial social gains during this period, some local Mexicans were able, on 

the eve of the Mexican Revolution, to gain appointments, employment, and 

political office, by using the leverage they gained in El Paso society due in part to 

the extent to which Anglos relied on them for economic and political benefit. 

The Mexican Revolution. 1910-1914 

Few if any cities on the U.S. side of the border played as important of a 

role in the Mexican Revolution as the city of El Paso. The city, along with Ciudad 

Juarez, served as a vital port-of-entry for any of the federal, revolutionary, 

counter-revolutionary, and later Constitutional forces that were vying for power of 

the Mexican Republic. Whether it was smuggling arms, medical supplies, food. 

°̂ Ibid., 160. 
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or financial backing, El Paso served as a major center for those attempting to 

control northern Mexico. 

As early as 1905, El Paso had become home to a cell of the Partido 

Liberal Mexicano known as, "Club Liberal." Headquartering their operations in 

the city, and backed by supportive local Spanish-language papers such as, La 

Reforma Social and La Democracia, by late 1906, Club Liberal was making 

serious efforts to start an uprising and revolution in Juarez In an attempt to 

overthrow the regime of Porfirio Diaz. This organization, along with sympathizers 

found a natural home in the south El Paso barrio of Chihuahuita.^^ 

Although these early attempts at revolution emanating from El Paso would 

not be successful, this would illustrate that even at this early stage there was a 

certain level of toleration and support for revolution within the city and among the 

citizens. When, in May of 1911, Francisco Madero and his insurrectos laid siege 

to Ciudad Juarez, they enjoyed a tremendous amount of support among those in 

El Paso. One study points to Mayor Kelly noting, "95% of the people in El Paso 

sympathized with the movement."^^ This support came from a number of groups 

in El Paso and on several levels. Mexican nationals, Mexican Americans, as well 

as Anglo Americans each on varying levels, supported the Revolution.^^ 

^̂  Richard Medina Estrada, "Border Revolution: The Mexican Revolution in the Ciudad 
Juarez-El Paso Area, 1906-1915" (Unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Texas at El Paso, 
1975), 36-38. 

^̂  Estrada, 64. 

^̂  Garcia, 179; Estrada, 65. 
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The most noted area of support for the revolutionaries was in the trade of 

arms and supplies for war. Whether this trade was legal or illicit, support of the 

people of El Paso was very important for such operation to take place. 

Thousands of rifles, tens of thousands of rounds of ammunition, around a "ton of 

ammunition" for a cannon that had been taken from El Paso, as well as other 

vital supplies used for fighting the war were bought from local arms dealers In El 

Paso. '̂* Although officials in El Paso attempted to confiscate what they could in 

an attempt to uphold neutrality laws, with the support of the local Mexican (and 

Anglo) population, there was no way to effectively do so. This smuggling would 

become even more important after March of 1912, when a strict arms embargo 

was placed on all war material, which was also being shipped to Mexlco.^^ 

Support from the local Mexican population came from other areas as well. 

Recruiting offices were located In El Paso, gaining new recruits as they came 

back from other areas of the United States where they had been working. In his 

study of revolutionary El Paso, Richard Estrada states that: 

...the tide of emigration was thoroughly reversed on the eve of the 
fall of Ciudad Juarez; that returning Mexican immigrants almost 
certainly played a role in revolutionary activity; and that for many 
laborers till in Chihuahua, the lure of relatively high paying 
employment nn the United States] did not equal the attraction of 
insurrection. 

'̂* Estrada, 61-63. 

^̂  Richard Estrada gives a good discussion of the amount of smuggling occurring in the 
city. Citing the precise numbers of rounds and rifles (legitimate) crossing the border, he notes 
that, "During the maderista phase, the principal El Paso supplier was the Shelton-Payne Arms 
Company," located in the Mexican district of south El Paso. Estrada, 60. 

^̂  Ibid., 70. 
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In addition to the recruitment of insurrectos \ha\ took place in El Paso, the 

local population helped support the soldiers with medical care and food. Near 

the ASARCO smelter in El Paso, locals gave food and money to those 

revolutionaries fighting across the river. In addition, other areas throughout the 

city helped by giving medical care to wounded maderista soldiers.^^ 

The Anglo population also generally supported the war. As previously 

mentioned, some Anglo businesses profited from the by the sale of war 

munitions and supplies to the Mexican insurrectos. Other Anglo's became 

soldiers of fortune and actually supported Madero by participated In the fighting. 

Finally, more prominent Anglo supporters made monetary loans to Madero's 

cause. Richard Estrada points out that Z. T. White admitted to making a loan of 

$5,000 to the maderista cause. 

The period from 1911 through 1914 saw the citizens of El Paso keeping 

an anxious eye on the Mexican Revolution, and more particularly, what was 

taking place in Ciudad Juarez. After the maderistas took Juarez In 1911, 

counter-revolutionaries, led by Pascual Orozco, subsequently took the city in 

February of 1912. The city would fall again, on this occasion to the forces of 

Francisco Villa in 1913. Through it all. El Paso maintained relatively calm and 

peaceful race relations between Anglos and Mexicans, with relatively calm 

international relations between the two border cities. 
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Conclusion 

In the period from 1846 through 1914, the El Paso region was truly an 

area in transition. The transition began with the first contact between the Anglo 

American military forces and the lightly populated Mexican communities In the 

area, and would continue through the Mexican Revolution. The area continued 

as a lightly populated area after the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo until the arrival 

of the railroad in El Paso. 

The arrival of the railroad saw El Paso transformed into a major regional 

center and International port serving the U.S. Southwest and northern Mexico. 

New businesses and industry arrived further transforming El Paso into an 

Important economic center majoring in agriculture, mining, and manufacturing. 

This change brought more Anglo Americans and Mexicans to the El Paso region 

seeking employment and other economic opportunities. 

The changing nature of the city of El Paso In terms of economic, 

population and politics affected the way Mexicans and Anglos viewed each other. 

Examples such as the Salt War of 1877 are most notable, however, as compared 

to other areas along the border, ethnic violence towards Mexicans was relatively 

rare and mild. This Is not to say that the Anglos living In El Paso did not hold 

similar negative ethnic stereotypes towards the local Mexicans, only the notably 

larger Mexican population in the area would not allow for such violence to occur 

on a regular basis. Anglo business leaders were well aware of the fact that they 

^̂  Ibid., 73. 
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needed Mexican employees, and consumers if they and the city of El Paso were 

going to prosper. 

Anglo political leaders were also aware of the fact that they needed the 

votes and cooperation of the Mexican population if they were going to effectively 

control El Paso politics. Political machines, such as the "Ring," employed various 

schemes to ensure the electoral support of the Mexican population. In doing so, 

however, they not only worked to gain Mexican support at the polls, but also 

opened up areas by which Mexicans in El Paso could gain various levels of 

political power and influence through low level, mainly municipal, political offices. 

Although the elected offices were not extremely Influential, it does again Illustrate 

a level of accommodation that was required between ethnic groups in the city's 

politics. 

With the outbreak of war in Mexico, and violence so close to the city, 

Anglos and Mexicans In El Paso each reacted differently to it. Many Anglos and 

Mexicans supported the insurrectos through the direct sale or smuggling of arms 

and war munitions to them. Mexicans In south El Paso would also support by 

setting up hospitals to help the wounded, recruiting centers In El Paso, as well as 

supplying food the insurrectos fighting across the river. Anglos would support the 

Revolution in a variety of ways as well. Some would actually join the fighting 

taking place in Juarez, while others contribute to the cause by loaning money to 

the various factions in revolt. 
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With the onset of the Mexican Revolution across the river in Juarez, and 

as residents of El Paso, to whatever degree supporting the Revolution became 

tired of the violence and uncertainty that came along with the war, the 

relationship between Anglos and Mexican began to change. Anglo leadership, 

media, and general population more and more viewed the large and growing 

Mexican population with intolerance and suspicion. Beginning most notably with 

the U.S. military invasion and occupation of Veracruz in 1914, Anglos In El Paso 

would begin to view the Mexicans in the city with a greater level of mistrust while 

openly questioning how loyal the Mexicans in the city were to the United States. 
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CHAPTER III 

ETHNIC TENSION GROWS: THE IMPACT OF THE MEXICAN 

REVOLUTION ON ETHNIC RELATIONS IN EL PASO 

As the previous chapter shows, racial relations in El Paso were relatively 

peaceful up to the revolutionary period. Historian Shawn Lay, referring to El 

Paso, notes that: 

Those who had lived in the Southwest for a number of years 
realized the feasibility and necessity of peaceful racial coexistence. 
Though Anglos In this group were surely prejudiced against 
Mexicans, most of them had had friendly experiences with 
HIspanics prior to the revolution and their racism was not blatant.̂  

Clearly, the degree to which this statement is accurate may be open to debate, 

however, there is a difference between El Paso and other areas on the Texas-

Mexico border. With the population of El Paso either evenly divided between 

Anglos and Mexicans or in fact a Mexican majority, political and business leaders 

in El Paso understood the vital importance of maintaining positive relations with 

the local Mexican population. The El Paso Herald summed the situation up in a 

1916 editorial when it stated: 

Many El Pasoans, especially those who have come here in recent 
years, do not seem to realize that this city's prosperity, growth, 
economic power, financial and commercial prestige, and social 
welfare depend most largely on our retaining reasonable, just, and 
friendly relations with the Spanish speaking population within our 
own borders, and with the neighbors of the southern republic.̂  

^ Shawn Lay, War. Revolution and the Ku Klux Klan: A Study of Intolerance in a Border 
City (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1985), 32. 

^ El Paso Herald. June 17, 1916, 6. 
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Political and business leaders In the city needed Mexican votes, labor, 

consumers, and trade. This, in part, allowed for a more amicable relationship to 

exist between the two ethnic groups in the El Paso area.^ 

As previously noted, this is not to say that Anglos in the border city were 

not prejudiced or racist towards the Spanish-speaking population. Racial 

attitudes towards Mexicans did not differ that greatly from other areas of Texas, 

as Arnoldo De Leon notes.'' However, because of the conditions noted above, 

the attitude would be one of a more latent racism that would require several 

events and changes to turn blatant. So the question becomes: What changes 

took place In El Paso during the Mexican Revolution to create an atmosphere 

where, once the San Ysabel Massacre took place, Anglo violence towards 

Mexicans would be the result? 

This chapter will examine several factors that heightened the atmosphere 

of distrust in El Paso. The massive population Increase in El Paso during the 

decade 1910-20, the U.S. military occupation of Veracruz in 1914, and events 

during the summer of 1915 loosely related to the Plan of San Diego, each played 

an important role in eroding the relationship between the two ethnic groups. 

Once the relationship had deteriorated, racism towards Mexicans became more 

^ Ibid., 11,14-15; Mario T. Garcia, Desert Immigrants: The Mexicans of El Paso. 1880-
1920 (New Hayen: Yale University Press, 1981), 155. 

'* Arnold De Leon, The Called Them Greasers: Anglo Attitudes Toward Mexicans in 
Texas. 1821-1900 (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1983), 25, 103. 
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blatant, and with the killing of the Americans at San Ysabel, violence became an 

acceptable response. 

El Paso's Population. 1910-1916 

One of the first factors that began to place an added strain on the 

relationship between Mexicans and Anglos In El Paso was the massive number 

of refugees that fled from Mexico to the city during the decade of 1910-1920. 

The refugees and immigrants would come for various reasons, but the effect they 

would have on El Paso would change the face of the city. Much of the 

scholarship that addresses immigration, Mexican Americans, and El Paso notes 

the increase and importance of Immigration from south of the border, but few 

look more closely at just how great the number of Immigrants were and what 

Impact these immigrants had on ethnic relations In El Paso.̂  

From the beginning of the Revolution, refugees had been an issue for 

local leaders. Beginning with the early conspiracies for revolution emanating 

from El Paso, the sheer number of refugees In the city made It difficult for officials 

to determine whom the organizers were.̂  As the war continued, and revolution 

turned to counter-revolution, the refugees continued to come, if only very 

temporarily, to escape the violence. Rodolfo Rocha notes how El Paso "swelled 

^ Arguably one of the best discussions of Mexican immigration into El Paso in not only 
the revolutionary period but also more generally, can be found in, Mario T. Garcia, Desert 
Immigrants: The Mexicans of El Paso. 1880-1920 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981). 

^ Mardee deWetter, "Revolutionary El Paso, 1910-1917" (Unpublished M.A. thesis, Texas 
College of Mines and Metallurgy, 1946), 29. 
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with refugees" as a "federal force moved on rebels in Juarez during the summer 

[1912]..." Refugees who came to the city under these circumstance would most 

often quickly return to Juarez after the violence in that city came to an end. 

Refugees and immigrants would also come to El Paso because of the 

economic opportunities that El Paso offered to the Mexican immigrant. Whether 

it was work in the agricultural or railroad industries, or Mexican women working 

as servants in the homes of El Paso housewives, the city offered the Mexicanos 

an escape from the violence, poverty and starvation of their war ravaged 

homeland. The demand for Mexican labor had been so high that one El Paso 

newspaper had given the Mexican laborer the title "king peon."° 

Whether the refugees were coming to El Paso to escape violence, gain 

economic opportunities, or avoid starvation, one of the more immediate effects of 

the refugees was the living conditions in Chihuahuita. Because of the massive 

population increase, the living conditions in this barrio became atrocious. The 

living environment was at one point so bad that the death rate reached thirty-two 

per one thousand individuals. The El Paso Times reported in December of 1915 

that during one week, that there were 335 deaths among the Mexican population 

while only 102 deaths among the Anglo population.® Contracting diseases such 

^ Rodolfo Rocha, 'The Influence of the Mexican Revolution on the Texas Border, 1910-
1916" (Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Texas Tech University, 1981), 111. 

^ EPMT. October 2, 1907, 3; April 1,1910, 8, as quoted in Garcia, 55-56. 

^ EPMT. December 3,1915, 5; Estrada, 133; Rocha, 248. 
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as diphtheria and tuberculosis was always a possibility for the Mexican 

population in Chihuahuita and a worry for the Anglos population.^° 

The growing Mexican population and the living conditions in the south side 

of El Paso seemed to reinforce some of the long standing stereotypes of the 

Anglo population towards the Mexicans in the city. Arnoldo De Leon, referring to 

the period before 1900, writes, "In all sections, Mexicans seemed to lack the 

spirit of enterprise, the drive, the zeal common to American civilization."^^ This 

attitude still very much applied to Anglos in El Paso when they viewed the living 

conditions in El Paso's Mexican district. This is why when El Paso held It's 

"clean-up week" in 1914, "competent" American nurses were required to go in 

and show "the Mexican mothers how to keep their adobe huts in a sanitary 

manner and how to put their yards In a clean condltion."^^ 

During 1915, the flood of refugees and Immigrants coming Into El Paso 

only continued. In particular, the people were fleeing in order to escape the 

Increased violence that was occurring In Chihuahua, and also the poverty and 

starvation that had become all too common in the state as a result of that turmoil. 

Many of those who felt the impact the hardest, had worked in the American 

owned mines, which were closed due to the fighting.^^ 

10 Estrada, 133; Garcia, 143. 

" De Leon, 25. 

^^EPMT. April 13. 1914. 3. 

^̂  EPMT. September 24,1915, 2; Estrada, 131 -132. Estrada discusses not only the 
population increase occurring at this time, but also discusses the increase in disease and death in 
Chihuahuita as a result of this influx in refugees. 
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The population grew by such a degree in the city that the U.S. Census 

Bureau conducted a special census of the population of El Paso in 1915-16. For 

the first time in El Paso the Census Bureau made the distinction between 

"Mexicans" and "Whites," which provides a valuable insight into this dramatic 

change that had been taking place during the decade. Table 1 illustrates the 

massive population increase that had occurred over the previous five years. This 

increase becomes even more significant once it is considered that this count 

excludes 7,051 refugees in the city, 6,555 of which were Mexicans. With 1,762 

soldiers in the city, the population of El Paso was actually 70,711, a reported 

increase of 31,432 from the 1910 population.^'* 

In an article discussing the results of the special census, the El Paso 

Herald discussed the results and defined for the readers what "Mexican descent" 

meant. Quite simply, the article noted, the census counted anyone having "any 

Mexican blood in their veins...no matter how far back" as a Mexican. "Naturally," 

the article continued, "the classification includes many families who would not 

ordinarily be thought of as of Mexican descent."^^ 

''' United States Department of Commerce. Special Census of the Population of El Paso. Texas. 
January 15, 1916 (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1916), 3. 

'̂  El Paso Herald. February 3, 1916, 1. 
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Table 1. Population Increase of El Paso, 1880-1920 
YEAR 

1920 

1916 

1910 

1900 

1890 

1880 

POPULATION 

77,560 

61,898 

39,279 

15,906 

10,338 

736 

PERIOD 

1916-1920 

1910-1916 

1900-1910 

1890-1900 

1880-1890 

NUMBER (increase) 

15,662 

22,619 

23,373 

5,568 

9,602 

PERCENT (increase) 

25.3 

57.6 

146.9 

53.9 

1,304.6 

Sources: This chart is adapted from the Thirteenth Census of the United States. 1910: 
Population. Special Census of the Population of El Paso. Texas. January 15.1916. Fourteenth 
Census of the United States. 1920: Population. U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the 
Census. 

Besides an explanation of the census results, the newspaper also offers 

its insight into the changes that had been taking place In El Paso. It stated that It 

had been expected that the Mexican population was actually going to be larger 

than what it turned out to be. Using records from El Paso school registration, the 

Herald reported that there had been 9,141 "Mexican" children enrolled and 4,022 

of "other American families." The paper went on to say that it "is believed that 

the proportion of "Mexicans" is less today than it has been in past years, and that 

the proportion is not gaining."̂ ® The Herald may have been correct for this 

particular point in time, however, the population of El Paso would grow by 

another 25.3 percent between 1916 and 1920 (see Table 1). 

16 Ibid. 
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As previously noted, the Special Census conducted in 1916 was the first 

of the El Paso area that separated "Mexicans" from "Whites." Earlier censuses 

would include Mexicans, foreign born or othenwise, into the "White" racial 

category. This is what accounts for the results in Table 3.2 of the racial/ethnic 

breakdown for 1900 and 1910. In 1910, the "foreign born white" population from 

Mexico was 12,297, or 31.3% of the total population of the city. Table 2 also 

shows that in 1916 the Anglos In the city were clearly an ethnic/racial minority. 

This is especially the case when the refugee population of the city Is again 

considered. The massive Influx in population during this period, worked to 

increase the ethnic strain. In considering the disease, deaths, and births that this 

population increase brought to the city, one El Pasoan noted, "El Paso's greatest 

problem (was) its Mexican problem." '̂̂  

It has been noted that at one time during the Mexican Revolution, El Paso 

was home for as many as 23,000 refugees. The belief that these refugees were 

public charges, disease-ridden, as well as racially inferior began to gradually 

change the relatively peaceful relationship that had developed between the two 

ethnic groups over the previous decades. 

^̂  EPMT. December 3,1915, 5. As quoted by Estrada, 133. 
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Table 2. Ethnic/Racial Breakdown of El Paso, Texas, 1900-1920 

1920 

1916 

1910 

1900 

African-
American 

Number 

1,330 

1,526 

1,452 

466 

Percent 

1.7 

2.5 

3.7 

2.9 

IVIexican 

Number 

32,724 

Percent 

52.9 

White (Non-Hispanic) 

Number 

42,451 
(NB)* 

33,353 
(FB)* 

27,356 

23,338 
(NB)* 
9,104 
(NB)* 

14,248 
(FB)* 
6,036 
(FB)* 

Percent 

97.7 

44.2 

95.7 

95.2 

Other 

Number 

426 

292 

241 

300 

Percent 

.5 

.5 

.6 

1.9 

Note: The special census conducted in 1916 was the first that made the division between 
"Mexican" and "White." 
*ln the 1920 census, Mexicans were included again in the category "white." In the above chart, 
"NB" indicates native born and "FB" indicates foreign born. 
Sources: This chart is adapted from the Thirteenth Census of the United States. 1910: 
Population. Special Census of the Population of El Paso. Texas. January 15. 1916. 
Fourteenth Census of the United States. 1920: Population. U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census. 

The Veracruz Incident, 1914 

Early on in his administration, President Woodrow Wilson outlined a policy 

of "watchful waiting" towards the civil war in Mexico, but refused to diplomatically 

recognize the regime of Victorlano Huerta. Wilson's increasing desire to see 

Huerta removed from power set the United States and the Huerta regime on a 

collision course that would begin to take shape on April 9,1914. A group of 

sailors from the naval vessel Dolphin were mistakenly arrested by Huertista 

soldiers in the port of Tampico and paraded through the city. Although they were 

arrested for little more than an hour, this incident, another arrest In Veracruz, and 

the knowledge of an arms laden steamer headed to Veracruz from Germany 
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would become pretext U.S. military action.^^ On April 21, the U.S. Navy and 

Marines would invade and occupy the port at Veracruz, attempting to cut off 

Huerta's supply of weapons and punish him for the "outrage" that had occurred at 

Tampico.̂ ® 

As the incident that had occurred In Tampico grew Into a national story 

and an international crisis, the city of El Paso found itself on the frontline of a 

potential war with Mexico. What would take place on the border as a result of the 

U.S. occupation of Veracruz would cause Anglos to more closely question the 

loyalties of not only the Mexican refugee population In the city, but also the entire 

population of individuals of Mexican origin. The event would not change their 

racial attitudes, but more specifically, begin to make the Anglo population more 

starkly aware of the fact that they were in the minority and a realization of what 

might happen if there were indeed a massive uprising of Mexicans along the 

border. 

However, it would take several weeks leading up to the Invasion of 

Veracruz for Anglo El Pasoans to realize the potential for war on the border. The 

bigger concern with many Anglos In El Paso during this time was the fact that 

finally there would be a "clean-up week" In El Paso that would go down to 

^̂  Lester D. Langley, The Banana Wars: United States Intervention in the Caribbean. 
1898-1934 (Wilmington: Scholarly Resources Inc., 2002), 83, 86. 

^̂  Ibid.. 88-89: EPMT. April 11. 1914. 1. 
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Chihuahuita and teach the Mexicans how to be clean. "It will," The El Paso 

Morning Times stated, "perhaps, be the first this little settlement has ever had."̂ ° 

As the international crisis between Huerta and the United States grew, 

and U.S. military action became imminent, El Paso city officials began to take 

greater action in reassuring the population that they were safe and the city was 

secure. The city was assured that there was more than enough military 

presence at Fort Bliss, but that should there be a need for more, cavalry and 

artillery could be brought to reinforce the city at a moments notlce.̂ ^ Outside of a 

couple days in late April, much of the concern on the part of Anglo citizenry did 

not stem from a fear of an imminent invasion from south of the border, but from 

an uprising within the city, from its Mexican population. Sheriff Peyton Edwards 

was quoted as saying he did not expect any uprising because "a large majority of 

the Mexicans residing here are friendly toward Americans and would not be so 

Indiscreet as to incite a riot or uprising." 

Mayor Kelly, less certain about the likelihood of violence was stated that 

citizens should not worry because: 

The city officials will take care of El Paso and Its citizens. We 
always have and always will. The citizens may rest assured that no 
harm will come to them as everything necessary for protection will 
be arranged. Many extra patrolmen and plain clothes officers will 
be sworn It and should the United States authorities declare the city 
under martial law we will cooperate with them.̂ ^ 

20 EPMT. April 13. 1914, 3. 

^̂  Ibid., April 19,1914, 1. 

^^Ibid., April 20, 1914, 1. 
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Implied in this quote and the argument was the idea that the "citizens" would be 

protected from the potential anger and vengeance of the Mexican population. 

After all, the article stated, "on the first outbreak by the Mexican population of El 

Paso the entire military force will be brought to the city and the town will be 

placed under martial law."^^ 

Despite the stated belief by some city officials that they were not 

concerned with the Mexican population revolting, U.S. infantry and cavalry were 

used to patrol the streets of Chihuahuita in order to "prevent any demonstrations 

or disorders by the Mexican population." In addition to this, the El Paso Police 

Department added ten more officers to its force to patrol in areas that it deemed 

were more likely to see demonstrations, the implication being that such areas 

were Chihuahuita.^"^ 

Once U.S. forces had taken control of Veracruz, however, there was a 

fear that there would be an Invasion by Mexican troops In El Paso. This coupled 

with the already growing fear of an internal Mexican uprising in city, made the 

day of April 23, 1914 one of extreme tension, stress, and worry. In a telegram to 

the Secretary of State, Z. L. Cobb, the Customs Inspector described the situation 

in less than one sentence by saying, "Situation here dellcate."^^ In a second 

^̂  Ibid. 

24 EPMT. April 21.1914. 1. 

^̂  U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
no. 274, 812.00/11642. 
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telegram later that same day, Cobb stated that more troops were "badly needed 

to relieve tension and prevent the possibility of riots," In El Paso. He went on to 

say, "The grave danger of race conflict and bloody riots being started by 

irresponsible people will be relieved by having adequate troops here."̂ ® 

Numerous special editions of local newspapers, tracking what was 

believed to be a troop train headed for Juarez, caused panic In the city. The 

Times reported that gun and ammunition dealers In the city had sold out during 

the day. Troops at Fort Bliss prepared for a battle with Mexican forces, and it 

was not until Francisco Villa made a statement that he had no intention to attack 

El Paso did the threat of battle began to lessen. 

What becomes quite apparent during this episode Is that Anglos in El 

Paso suspected the Mexican population of disloyalty to the United States, and 

the Mexican population felt the need to demonstrate their loyalty to the country in 

which they resided. One clear example of local authorities taking action to 

hopefully avert any racial violence was their arrest of Efreno M. Franco. Franco 

was the editor of the local Huertista dally, El Libre, and according to local 

authorities and the El Paso Morning Times, was inciting the local Mexican 

population to turn against the United States and the local government.̂ ^ 

The suspicion and doubt was not limited to the adult population. The 

doubts about to which nation the Mexican population was truly loyal to seemed to 

26 Ibid., 812.00/11656. 

^^EPMT. April 23. 1914. 2. 
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be reinforced when an El Paso teacher described the method she took to force 

the loyalty of one young boy. Noting a student in her class, the teacher relayed 

the story of: 

...a little Mexican boy who caused me no little trouble until I 
adopted drastic measures, and handed him a red hot ultimatum. 
When the school would be singing the 'Red, White and Blue,' my 
young man from Mexico who is only about ten years old would 
insist upon singing it the red, white and green, with emphasis on 
the green. Finally I gathered up the young man's books and giving 
them to him, also handed him a nickel and said: 'Now you take the 
street car and go to Juarez and stay there until you can learn to 
sing praises to the flag that Is giving you an education.' But the 
little fellow pleaded so earnestly not to be sent to Juarez and said 
he would always sing It blue. So we made up, and he has given 
me no more trouble. 

The response of the Mexican American community to the growing 

suspicion of their loyalties to the United States was one that attempted to 

demonstrate conclusively their loyalty and willingness to even fight for the 

country and the people that were questioning their devotion to the United States. 

Representatives of the "Spanish-American" community of El Paso offered the 

service of "at least 600 men" to the mayor and sheriff to defend the city. One of 

their leaders, Jose A. Escajeda, summed up the groups feelings: 

While we are called Mexicans, we are not. We are Americans; 
born and brought up under the Stars and Stripes and as loyal to it 
as any other American. Many people in this city have said that we 
would rise up and Incite riots in this city If President Wilson was 
forced to land American troops or bluejackets on Mexican soil, but 
quite on the contrary we are ready to shoulder a rifle and march in 
the ranks with the American soldier who Is of Anglo-Saxon or Celtic 
origin. 

^^EPMI, April 23, 1914, 6. 
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Furthermore, the meeting of prominent Mexican American leaders in El Paso 

passed several resolutions attempting to make obvious their desire to maintain 

positive ethnic relations during this period of crisis on the border.̂ ® 

The Summer of 1915 

The U.S. occupation of Veracruz and the crisis it caused between 

Mexicans and Anglos in El Paso is one event in many over the course of the 

Mexican Revolution that affected the perceptions of the ethnic groups toward 

each other In El Paso. The summer of 1915 would continue to strain the 

relationship between these two ethnic groups In the city. The events that took 

place would In some ways be unrelated, however, once combined would 

continue to deteriorate ethnic relations In the city. 

First, although not directly impacting the El Paso area, the numerous raids 

that took place in south Texas as result of the Plan de San Diego would be 

widely reported in the city and Increase the suspicion on the part of Anglos of 

their fellow Mexican residents. Also, the arrival in El Paso of Pascual Orozco, 

Victorlano Huerta, and Felix Diaz would spark widespread rumors and reports of 

their impending attack on Juarez In a beginning move in a new revolutionary 

movement In Mexico. At various points during the summer, in response to these 

perceived crises, the U.S. military and El Paso law enforcement agencies would 

^̂  Ibid., 6 and 9. 

47 



be patrolling the streets in El Paso, attempting to stop any support for such 

revolts among the Mexican population. 

On June 30,1915, Z. L. Cobb would wire the Secretary of State In 

Washington from El Paso requesting that more artillery be shipped to El Paso 

from Douglas, Arizona. In his words, there was, "Decided feeling of unrest here. 

Town is full of an irresponsible and agitated refugee element."^" This unrest was 

caused by the news that General Victorlano Huerta, had been arrested, along 

with Pascual Orozco for allegedly conspiring to violate U.S. neutrality laws. 

When Huerta arrived in Newman, New Mexico, just north of El Paso, a few 

days earlier, he along with Orozco were Immediately arrested and taken to El 

Paso by representatives of the Department of Justice. The United States 

government had been tracking Huerta on his trip across the country, suspecting 

he was behind a new plot to enter Mexico leading a new revolt against Carranza. 

Although Huerta claimed to be on his way to Los Angeles and San Francisco, 

California, he was arrested and formally charged at the federal building In El 

Paso. 

Upon arriving at the federal building, the local authorities seem to have 

some of their suspicions validated when "hundreds of people, Americans as well 

as Mexicans," greeted the men with shouts of "Viva Huerta."^^ Although Huerta 

and Orozco were out on bail by the end of the day, rumors and reports 

^ U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
no. 274, 812.00/15334. 

^̂  EPMT. June 28. 1915, 1. 

48 



throughout the city were wild with the speculation that Huerta would soon be 

starting a new revolt In northern Mexico, initially directed at Juarez. 

Over the next several days, Mexican support for Huerta, who stayed with 

his family in south El Paso, continued. On July 2, Mayor Tom Lea, who was also 

the lawyer representing General Huerta in El Paso, Issued a "Ban on Mexican 

Street Demonstrations." Arguing that, "We cannot afford to have any such 

demonstrations or outcries," Lea ordered that anyone giving any "Vivas" for 

Huerta should be immediately arrested. In the words of Lea, such 

demonstrations "are liable to create disorders that should never occur in our 

city."^2 

Such suspicions of new revolutionary activity would be further confirmed 

on July 13, when Pascual Orozco suddenly disappeared from El Paso. Although 

a guard had been placed outside his home, he still managed to escape, and It 

seemed to confirm local suspicions that a new revolt was indeed beginning. In 

response to this, local authorities along with representatives of the Justice 

Department again took Huerta, along with several of his close associates. Into 

custody. This arrest, like the first was not without controversy and incidents 

within the community. The Deputy Marshal who was responsible for arresting 

Huerta reported that upon doing so, "one of Huerta's sympathizers tried to shove 

me from the automobile. A brief fight followed. I threw him from the car and we 

^̂  EPMT. July 3, 1915,1; U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal 
Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy no. 274, 812.00/15347. 
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proceeded to the court room. Huerta said he did not think he should be taken 

from his apartment."^^ On this occasion, Huerta and his close associates would 

be placed in jail with a detail of soldiers and deputies guarding them. 

Several days later it would be reported that Pascual Orozco, along with a 

small band of close followers, crossed Into Mexico at Ojinaga with the intention of 

recruiting a new army. For nearly the next two months, reports and rumors would 

circulate throughout El Paso pertaining to his whereabouts and what he was 

planning to do.̂ "̂  However, at the time of his escape from El Paso, with all the 

soldiers, marshals, and local law enforcement officials looking for him, it is 

difficult to imagine such an escape taking place, by such a noted figure as 

Orozco, without the generally broad support of the Mexicans In El Paso. 

As the summer continued, the excitement and growing tension In the city 

would turn to what was taking place in south Texas. Although attacks associated 

with the Plan de San Diego did not occur In and around El Paso, the raids that 

were occurring further south would be widely reported and watched closely. It 

would further contribute to the growing anxiety and atmosphere of mistrust that 

was developing In El Paso between Anglos and Mexicans, and cause a sense of 

imminent violence once more in the city. 

First discovered by Anglo authorities In south Texas in January of 1915, 

the Plan de San Diego was directed by "Mexicans in Texas" and was an attempt 

^^EPMT.July4. 1915. 1. 

^ Ibid., July 8, 1915, 1; July 29, 1915, 3. 
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to create an independent republic out of the territory consisting of the "states of 

Texas, New Mexico, California, Arizona, and parts of the states of Mississippi 

and Oklahoma."^^ Although this plan had little chance of success, the raids that 

occurred In South Texas during the summer of 1915 had a large impact on the 

U.S.-Mexico Borderlands. Referring to the Insurrection In South Texas, David 

Montejano states "the region was half-deserted as more than thirty thousand 

Valley residents left the area."^^ 

As Montejano argues, the raids associated with the Plan de San Diego 

were a response to the changing agricultural nature of the South Texas region. 

The area had been shifting from larger ranches to smaller farms, an economic 

shift that El Paso had not been experiencing.̂ ^ In addition to this, the large 

military presence at Fort Bliss and the lower population density contributed to a 

lower likelihood of such raids taking place in and around the city. 

As previously noted, however, city and law enforcement officials, the 

military, and citizens of the El Paso during this summer were concerned about 

the possibility of a new revolt beginning around Juarez. Once, in August of 1915, 

South Texas erupted in ethnic violence, the strain and tension in the city grew. 

Local newspapers and city leaders made this point very clear. 

^̂  Sam W. Haynes and Gary D Wintz, editors. Major Problems in Texas History (New 
York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2002), 373. 

36 I Montejano, 122. 

^̂  Ibid., 125. 
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El Paso papers reported in detail the various raids that were taking place 

in the southern part of the state. The local media vividly reported every rancher, 

ranger, and trooper that was killed by Mexican bandits. Whether the bandits 

were attacking ranches or railroads, this media coverage worked to create a 

sense In the city that there was nothing stopping such events from taking place In 

El Paso.^^ 

The coverage also worked to perpetuate long established stereotypes and 

heightened growing suspicion of the "Mexican element" In the city. Headlines 

such as "TEXAS MEXICANS AMONG MURDERERS" discussed the fact that 

what was taking place In South Texas was not simply raiding parties crossing 

over from Mexico, but an internal revolt, made up of long time residents of the 

United States.̂ ® While other articles, outlining the "Bloodthirsty Plan of San 

Diego" headlined "RACE HATRED FLAMES ALONG LOWER RIO GRANDE 

BOUNDARY."'^° 

The El Paso Morning Times also reported the possible expansion of the 

uprising Into other areas, such as Arizona as well. The paper reported that 

Mexicans In Arizona, sympathetic to those in South Texas were ready to join the 

uprising. A few days later the paper reported that soldiers had clashed with 

38 

39 

EPMT. July 18, 1915, 2; August 4,1915,1; August 5,1915, 2. 

Ibid., August 7. 1915,1-2. 

''° Ibid., August 12, 1915, 1. 
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Mexicans in Nogales, Arizona, killing one Anglo American, and chasing over two 

hundred Mexicans across the border Into Mexico.''^ 

Responding to the violence taking place In South Texas, the editorial 

board of the El Paso Times responded by warning any bandit what they would 

face by trying to enact a "scheme for the conquest of Texas." 

Since the achievement of the Independence of Texas there has 
existed in Mexico a very wholesome respect for Texans—in fact, 
there has been a general disposition to regard Texans as 
something more than Americans, and that sentiment has greatly 
conduced to tranquility on the border.... But any Mexican bandits 
who are disposed to seek trouble In Texas are not going to 
experience any real difficulty In finding It."*̂  

Towards the end of August 1915, any worries over bandit raiding in South 

Texas began to merge with the fears of a new revolt and the revolutionaries in 

their midst. On the night of August 25, General John Pershing placed troops in 

the Mexican district of South El Paso and closed the international bridge to any 

Mexicans coming over from Juarez because of reports that the Mexicans living 

there and across the Rio Grande were planning an uprising. Although no 

uprising occurred, it is one of the more vivid examples of the growing tension In 

the clty."̂ ^ A political cartoon appearing on first page of the El Paso Morning 

Times on September 2,1915 illustrated the growing worry of many In the city 

over having such noted revolutionaries in their midst. Figure 1 shows Victorlano 

*^ Ibid., August 13, 1915, 2; August 15, 1915,1. 

'̂ ^ EPMT. August 12. 1915,4. 

"^ Ibid., August 26, 1915, 1. 
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Huerta, behind bars, under the headline "Take Him Away, El Paso Don't Want 

Him." Written on Huerta's chest is: "One Bad Live Hombre Named Huerta." 

The anxiety caused by U.S. military troops patrolling the Mexican district 

of South El Paso was heightened with the news that Pascual Orozco and four 

other associates had been killed on a ranch outside of Van Horn, Texas. After 

raiding a ranch and allegedly stealing several horses, a posse consisting of the 

U.S. Army, local authorities, and civilians tracked the five men down and killed 

them.'*'* In a very stark telegram to the Secretary of State, Customs Agent Z. L. 

Cobb reported that as a result of the killing of Orozco, the situation In El Paso 

was becoming desperate. Many Mexicans in the El Paso area who saw him as a 

hero felt that the killing was a murder. As Cobb stated, "Orozco alive 

represented only a faction, dead, although a horse thief in death, because killed 

in the United States by Americans, he is becoming a martyr among Mexicans 

generally."'*^ 

Anticipating the arrival of Orozco's body on a train to El Paso, a large 

group of Mexicans were driven away by police at the station. In order to avoid 

any potential violence, the mayor ordered that the train carrying his body stop at 

a secret location and have the body removed."*̂  Over the next two days, Cobb 

** U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
no. 274, 812.00/15982, 812.00/15986; EPMT. August 31,1915,1; September 1, 1915, 1. 

*̂  U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
no. 274, 812.00/16008. 

*^ EPMT., September 1, 1915, 1. 
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TAKE HIM AWAY. EL PASO-DONT WANT UlU 

^••'^ 2Si.MssiNt,-r'o 

Figure 1 Cartoon of General Huerta behind bars at Fort 
Bliss. Taken from the September 2, 1915 
edition of the El Paso Morning Times. 
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would continue to send "Very Confidential" telegrams back to Washington 

outlining the deteriorating conditions within the Mexican community in El Paso 

over the death of Orozco. Feeling that Orozco was assassinated, the strain in 

the relationship between Anglos and Mexicans was intense.'*^ 

Many Anglos expressed "gratification" over the death of Orozco, which 

only intensified Mexican hostility towards Anglos. However, it becomes apparent 

during the first few days of September that many in El Paso, presumably Anglos 

primarily, were tired of the threat brought by the presence of revolutionaries in 

the city. That anger was directed at General Huerta, who was still in the city as 

well. 

Although no widespread ethnic violence resulted from this event. It might 

not have taken much In order to do so. In one of his final telegrams on the issue, 

Z. L. Cobb ominously reported that, "Our conditions are such that Intemperate or 

indiscreet talk or action might cause a catastrophe."'*® The Mexican Revolution 

was indeed making the relationship between Anglos and Mexicans in El Paso 

much more complex and pulling the two groups further apart. Factors such as 

economics and politics, that had traditionally allowed for relatively positive 

relations were, and would continue, becoming less important in maintaining 

peaceful relations. 

''^U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
no. 274, 812.00/16015, 812.00/16016. 
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Conclusion 

One can easily point to many examples throughout the historical record of 

racism, ethnic stereotyping, and overt discrimination towards Mexican during this 

period, but only a relatively few incidents caused there to be real change in the 

relationship between Anglos and Mexicans in El Paso. First, over the course of 

the Mexican Revolution from 1910-1916, the population of El Paso dramatically 

increased. This population Increase was basically a result of Mexicans coming 

into the city seeking refuge from the violence in Mexico, food, shelter, and 

economic opportunity. The massive population Increase during this period made 

the Anglo population in the city a distinct minority. 

A second major factor that began to significantly change ethnic relations 

was the U.S. military occupation of Veracruz in 1914. Not only was there a 

degree of animosity on the part of many Mexicans to the fact that the United 

States was occupying a portion of their native country, but also on the part of 

Anglos with a growing distrust of the loyalties of the Mexican population. Anglos 

were becoming Increasingly aware of the fact that they were an ethnic minority in 

the city and also to question the true loyalties of the Mexican population in their 

midst, should a war erupt between the U.S. and Mexico. 

Although by the summer of 1915, the crisis at Veracruz had passed, some 

of those same concerns were beginning to reemerge with the raids in south 

Texas associated with the Plan de San Diego and the threat of a new 

"^ U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
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revolutionary movement in Mexico beginning in El Paso. With the threat of 

uprisings in and around the city, and the eventual killing of revolutionary leader, 

Pascual Orozco, relations would reach a breaking point. 

These three factors significantly shifted the relationship between Anglos 

and Mexicans leading up to the San Ysabel Massacre. By January of 1916, an 

ethnic relationship that had been relatively peaceful turned violent. 

Understanding what caused the incident at San Ysabel and what happened there 

will also say much as to why Anglos in El Paso turned to violence to vent their 

growing frustration over Mexicans and the Mexican Revolution. 

no. 274, 812.00/16027. 

58 



CHAPTER IV 

THE SAN YSABEL MASSACRE 

The evolving nature of the relationship between Anglos and Mexicans 

during the Revolution did not mean that ethnic violence in El Paso was a 

foregone conclusion. At the heart of the violence in the city was the San Ysabel 

Massacre itself. Many of those killed lived in or were well known in El Paso. 

Leading up to the incident at San Ysabel were the changing military and 

economic fortunes of Francisco Villa. Suffering a series of military defeats in the 

summer and fall of 1915, the de facto recognition of the Carranza regime by the 

United States In October of 1915, and a new military arms embargo placed 

against him and his forces. Villa's attitude toward the United States and U.S. 

interests began to change dramatically. 

As these events worked to change Villa's attitude and actions towards the 

United States, they also began to change the Carranza regime. After diplomatic 

recognition, Carranza worked to stabilize the country, and more particularly, the 

state of Chihuahua and guarantee the security of U.S. interests in that region. As 

Carranza attempted to do this, a belief began to build with political and business 

leaders In El Paso that the worst of the Revolution was behind them, and peace 

was at hand. 

After the decline and fall of Villa's Division del Norte and the General's 

move toward guerilla warfare, his anger towards the Americans—particularly the 
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administration of Woodrow Wilson—became more evident. Determined to strike 

out violently towards Americans, a contingent of Villistas came across their 

opportunity in January of 1916 outside of San Ysabel, Chihuahua. 

This chapter will more closely examine the issues which led to the 

violence as well as what came to be known as the San Ysabel Massacre. In 

order to do so several Important points will be addressed. First, the changes in 

Villa's military and political fortunes that led him to target Americans will be 

examined. Next, and closely related to the first point, the impact of the de facto 

recognition by the United States of the Carranza regime on the Revolution taking 

place will be discussed. Finally, a detailed examination of the San Ysabel 

Massacre is presented. 

Villa's Economic Decline 

It was becoming clear that during the summer and fall of 1915 that the 

military fortunes of Pancho Villa were dramatically changing. Z. L. Cobb noted 

this in a report to the Secretary of State at the end of May when he stated," Villa 

has been losing out fast and there Is danger that he will make a grandstand play 

against the United States intending to boost himself."̂  The first issue was that it 

was becoming more difficult for Villa to purchase military supplies from locations 

on the American side, such as El Paso. 

^ U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
no. 274, 812.00/15099. 
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Villa relied greatly on El Paso for military supplies. It was reported that 

from April 12 through June 4, nearly eight million cartridges of all types were 

exported from El Paso to Juarez, with "at least one-half" of the ammunition being 

sent to Villa. On June 19 it was reported that over one million more cartridges 

were sent to Villa's army.̂  These are two relatively minor examples of military 

exports, however, they do Illustrate how much was being exported in just a two-

month period. As General Villa began to lose his grip on northern Mexico, his 

financial assets became more limited. 

The trajectory of this economic decline was quite evident In a series of 

reports offered by customs agents in El Paso to the State Department in 

Washington, D.C. The very real concern among many American diplomats and 

those In El Paso was that as Villa became more and more desperate, he would 

begin to force Americans or American interests in Mexico to pay some sort of 

tribute for protection or face the confiscation of their property. Z. L. Cobb 

recognized this possibility by noting in late July that this was the only real option 

that Villa had left. He continued by stating, "Villa's military strength Is already 

necessarily reduced by defeats and desertions. It too must collapse soon 

through lack of financial support."^ 

As Pancho Villa's desperation grew, he went to more extraordinary 

measures to raise money. Customs agents reported at the end of July 1915, that 

^ U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
no. 274, 812.00/15265 and 812.00/15266, respectively. 

^ Ibid., 812.00/15489. 
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they had seized twenty-seven hundred gallons of alcohol that had been 

smuggled Into El Paso by Villista agents in Juarez. To the agents, it was a clear 

sign of the degree to which Villa was willing to resort to raise money. Finally, 

toward the end of August, "as a natural result of his economic collapse," It was 

reported that Villa was beginning to adopt "guerilla warfare."'* It was quite evident 

to American officials that by the end of the summer in 1915, the Division del 

Norte was in severe economic and military decline. 

As American and Mexican observers watched this decline during the 

summer of 1915, it was assumed by many, especially those In El Paso, that Villa 

for the most part was finished as a major military force. This assumption would 

only continue to grow through the fall of 1915 and into the winter. It allowed for 

policy makers in the United States to recognize the Carranza regime, and also 

underestimate what strength Villa did have left, and the extent he was willing to 

go in order to carry on his revolutionary fight. 

Carranza's Recognition and the Sonoran Campaign 

On October 19, 1915, the administration of President Woodrow Wilson 

granted de facto recognition to the government of Venustlano Carranza. The 

reasons for why Wilson extended such recognition are still somewhat uncertain, 

however, historians often point to three main reasons. First, as Frederick Katz 

points out, Carranza had reached sufficient strength that he now controlled most 

Ibid., 812.00/15528 and 812.00/15881, respectively. 
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of Mexico. Second, Wilson wanted to settle the issue of the Mexican Revolution, 

occurring In the United States' "backyard," to allow it a more free hand to become 

involved in World War I. Finally, Carranza expressed a willingness to carry out 

certain reforms in Mexico but also protect U.S. interests in the country. This was 

a guarantee that the Wilson administration was less certain about with regards to 

Villa. For the purposes of understanding what caused the violence at San 

Ysabel, it is necessary to only focus on the first point; that Wilson recognized 

Carranza because he seemed to be in control of most of Mexican territory, and 

on the verge of victory. 

In granting de facto recognition of Carranza, Wilson again placed a strict 

embargo on the exporting of arms to Mexico other than those intended of 

Carranza's forces. This event came as a double defeat for Villa, whose forces, 

as stated above, were very reliant on American arms and war munitions to 

supply their efforts. However this embargo did not include restriction on the 

exportation of coal, which Villa had been Importing from El Paso.^ 

On October 9, 1915, The El Paso Morning Times published what Villa was 

quoted as saying was "the most important interview" that he had ever glven.^ 

The interview is very revealing on several levels. First, It Is clear that the 

^ Frederick Katz, The Life and Times of Pancho Villa (Stanford: Stanford University 
Press, 1998), 529-530. 

^Estrada, 130. 

^ EPMT. October 9. 1915. 
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previous months of fighting had taken a toll on him. He expressed his continued 

devotion to his cause and went on to say, "I am here in Juarez, but this is as far 

as I shall go—north! Mexico is my country, I shall not run away from it. Here I 

have lived and here I have fought...Here may be I shall die, and that probably 

soon, but I am content."® 

Another Important aspect of the interview was when the interviewer 

discussed the impending diplomatic recognition of the Carranza government. 

Villa stated that such recognition "would bring revolution after revolution, and 

revolution in Its worst form. Compared with such a revolution, the warfare of the 

last four years would be mere child's play." He went further and stated, 'To 

recognize Carranza is to Invite anarchy to our country. Yes, anarchy, and 

anarchy in Its wildest and worst form."® Such a response might not be that 

surprising considering he was already committed to a military fight with Carranza, 

however, it does demonstrate a willingness on Villa's part to continue regardless 

of international recognition. 

More telling of things to come. Villa noted that with recognition of Carranza 

"foreign life and foreign property would be unsafe throughout his [Carranza's] 

territory." Villa asserted that he himself had always respected foreign life and 

property in Mexico and that he would continue to do so. However with that said, 

he also noted that he would not be held responsible "for the act, either of the 

^Ibid., 1. 

^ Ibid., 2. 
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civilian population or of armed bands masquerading in the uniforms of whatever 

faction may suit their convenience."^" Villa's honesty, openness, and accuracy 

are obviously debatable, however it seems clear that on the eve of the Wilson 

administration recognizing the Carranza government. Villa, increasingly 

desperate, did not plan on overtly "punishing" American interests in Mexico as a 

result of the recognition, but left the door open for reprisals against American 

Interests by groups that may be loosely affiliated with his movement. 

He may not have planned on "punishing" Americans at the time of that 

interview, however, his attitude would soon change after the disaster of his 

Sonoran campaign in the fall of 1915. The reasons why Villa left Chihuahua with 

his army for the state of Sonera were rooted in his belief that once he reached 

Sonera, he would be able to achieve several relatively quick victories, gain badly 

needed supplies, and rebuild the morale of his quickly shrinking army. To Villa, 

Sonora was the best target due to the fact it still had a small presence of 

Carranza forces, about 3,000 strong, around the border town of Agua Prieta. 

When Villa left Chihuahua for Sonora, his once powerful Division del Norte 

was a shadow of Its former self. As Katz notes, the army that was once 

contained more than 50,000 men had been reduced by battle, desertion, and 

surrender, to around 12,000 men.̂ ^ However, in Villa's planning, he had not truly 

estimated the impact of U.S. recognition of the Carranza regime. In a move that 

'° Ibid. 

" Katz, 524. 

65 



had not been allowed since very early in the Revolution, President Wilson 

allowed Carranza to move troops from Coahulla through Texas, New Mexico, 

and Arizona to reinforce the garrison in Agua Prieta. According to the El Paso 

Morning Times, eight trainloads, containing 5,000 Carrancista soldiers, 

equipment, and supplies, passed through El Paso on their way to reinforce Agua 

Prleta.^2 

Villa and his forces arrived near Agua Prieta exhausted, without water, 

and in very low morale, but holding on to the conviction that they could easily 

take the now reinforced city, providing a much-needed victory. When Villa 

attacked the fortifications at Agua Prieta on the night of November 1, it was a 

complete disaster. Any beliefs that Villa had In a quick victory were soon 

replaced by the realization that the United States had actively supported the 

Carranza regime in allowing troops to be moved through the U.S. At this point. 

Villa's attitude began an almost complete change toward the United States. 

In learning that the U.S. had allowed Carrancista forces to pass through 

the country. Villa stated, "This is the way the United States repays me for the 

treatment and protection I have given foreigners in Mexico. Hereafter I don't give 

a d— what happens to foreigners in Mexico—or in my territory."^^ After his 

defeat at Agua Prieta, Villa's rhetoric would turn even more aggressive. He 

would retreat to Naco, where he would issue a manifesto entitled, "Vida Nueva," 

^^ EPMT. October 30,1915, 1; October 31,1915,1; Katz, 526. 

'^ EPMT. November 1, 1915, 1. 
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which brought new charges against Carranza and outlined his changed policy 

towards the United States. Villa went on to state: 

As far as I am concerned, I sincerely and emphatically declare that 
I have much to thank Mr. Wilson for, since he has freed me of the 
obligation to give guarantees to foreigners and, above all, to those 
who were once free citizens and are now vassals of an 
evangelizing professor of philosophy who is destroying the 
independence of a friendly people and who violates the sovereignty 
of the states of Arizona and Texas, allowing their soil to be crossed 
by the "constitutionalist" troops. This does not Imply a feeling of 
enmity or hatred against the real people of the United States of 
North America, whom I respect and admire for their glorious 
traditions, for their example of order and economy, and for their 
love of progress. 

He concluded his statement by giving the warning, "For this reason, after all I 

have said, I decline any responsibility for future events, since the American 

people know perfectly well that I have always made superhuman efforts to give 

guarantees to each of their nationals who is living In our country. Let history 

assign responsibilities." '̂* 

Understanding the point when Villa turned against the United States (after 

Agua Prieta), it seems clear that much of his anger and his desire to exact some 

sort of revenge was a result of Villa's feeling betrayed by the United States. Villa 

understood throughout the previous years of fighting that he needed friendly 

relations with the United States In order to ensure a steady flow of military 

supplies Into northern Mexico to support his cause.̂ ^ With the de facto 

^̂  Vida Nueva, as quoted by Katz, 528-529. 

^̂  Alan Knight, The Mexican Revolution: Counter-revolution and Reconstruction. Volume 
2 (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1986), 342. 
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recognition of Carranza, the arms embargo placed against Villa's army, as well 

as allowing Carrancista forces to pass through the country. Villa was clearly In 

desperate circumstances. However, It freed him from the necessity of keeping 

friendly relations with the United States. In fact, from Villa's perspective, an 

attack upon U.S. interests in Mexico or territory along the border might even 

cause U.S. intervention into northern Mexico, fostering popular anti-Americanism, 

destabilizing Carranza In the region, and possibly giving Villismo a rebirth. 

Between the Issuance of Vida Nueva and the murders at San Ysabel, this 

would be the direction that Pancho Villa would take his movement, with the goal 

of sufficiently disrupting Carranza's tenuous hold over Chihuahua to demonstrate 

the mistake of American recognition. To this end, Villistas In the Laguna robbed 

ASARCO, "stating that 'In accordance with policy...all Americans were to be 

killed.'" Also, ranches around Sierra Mojada, Coahulla were attacked, acting 

upon the orders of Villa "that all Chinese, Arabs and Americans were to be 

slain."^^ The El Paso Morning Times reported that Villistas had killed two 

American Mormons after they had been pressed into service near Casas 

Grandes to help transport Villa's army from Sonora.̂ ^ Such small-scale raids 

served a dual purpose for Villa. To a degree they did Indeed show the relatively 

weak hold that Carranza had on the region, but also it served Villa's desire for 

revenge. These relatively small raids would not cause the U.S. to Intervene In 

^̂  Knight, 344. 

^̂  EPMT. November 4,1915, 1. 
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Mexico, but did create chaos and allow him to gain revenge against those who 

he felt betrayed him. 

In part, this violence may have been motivated by Villa's desire to take 

vengeance on Americans, but It was also and attempt to disrupt Carranza's rule 

and show that Carranza was not in control of the region. Villa would not only 

target Americans, but also vent his frustration against those he was supposedly 

fighting for. In the small village of San Pedro de las Cuevas In Sonora, the 

villagers who lived there defended their community against bandits and raiders 

with their own local militia. When armed Villistas rode Into town, they were 

greeted with gunfire, and several were killed. Although the villagers had not 

intended to kill Villistas, Villa did not accept their apology, and he ordered sixty-

nine of the villagers. Including a priest, shot. Only seven of those shot survived.̂ ® 

As the events of January 1916 will show, this was not to be the last time Villa's 

forces were responsible for the murder of civilians. 

The months following the diplomatic recognition of Carranza until the San 

Ysabel massacre were Important for the circumstances that would lead to the 

episode at San Ysabel. Significantly, on December 20, 1915, Pancho Villa, 

whose force had continued to shrink and weaken, surrendered Ciudad Juarez to 

the Constitutionalist forces of Carranza's government. The loss of this Important 

international gateway lead to a continued decline of Villa's fighting ability. The de 

facto recognition of Carranza coupled with what appeared to be Villa's decline in 

^̂  Katz, 532-533. 
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power led the Constitutionalists in Mexico as well as business and political 

leaders in El Paso to think that the border was becoming more peaceful. 

This forms much of the direct background leading up to the San Ysabel 

Massacre. After his defeat at Agua Prieta and the disaster of his Sonoran 

campaign, Villa's anger towards the United States knew no end. As Katz 

explains, Villa realized that continuing to keep an organized military in the field 

had become Impossible. The Division del Norte was gone; his only other option 

was to maintain a guerilla resistance in an effort to show Carranza to have no 

real control in Chihuahua, not to mention the ability to protect American Interests. 

By striking out against Americans, he could to a certain degree strike back 

against the Wilson administration, and hope to draw the Americans Into the war. 

The San Ysabel Massacre 

On December 30, 1915, the city of El Paso held a banquet for General 

Alvaro Obregon. The banquet was a veritable "who's who" of El Paso society 

with Obregon, Consul Andres G. Garcia, El Paso Mayor Tom Lea, Felix 

Martinez, President of the Chamber of Commerce Burt Orndorff, and Major 

General John J. Pershing, among those in attendance. The night was intended 

to try to regain a sense of normalcy by establishing a working relationship 

between leaders on both sides of the Rio Grande and to usher in a more 

peaceful era to the border. Obregon assured the guests that "Gen. Villa is no 
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more of any consequence in Mexico or out of it. His day has passed, and he will 

not succeed in any efforts to magnify his importance into any 'come back.'"̂ ® 

General Pershing was quoted as saying, "With such men as Gen. 

Carranza and Gen. Obregon in Mexico, there will be peace now very soon."^° As 

he toasted the banquet, prominent El Paso Mexican American Felix Martinez 

stated, "I am drinking tonight a nectar that I enjoy more than anything else. 

When I see men of different races getting together in the spirit of this gathering. It 

is like a draught of some wonderful nectar to me."̂ ^ In a little less than one 

month, Martinez's nectar would turn sour as many of these same individuals 

desperately tried to stop a race riot from spinning out of control on the streets of 

El Paso. 

However, this night would be remembered and would become significant 

for another reason. Martinez would quote to the crowd in a speech given in both 

Spanish and English stating that General Obregon had assured him that 

American merchants would be safe In Mexico. 

The other day, when reference was made to an excursion of El Paso 
merchants through Mexico, General Obregon assured me that whenever 
such a thing was planned he would see that a special train was placed at 
the party's disposal and they would be taken all over Mexico, under his 
special protection and care. 

19 The El Paso Herald. December 31,1915, 6. 

^° Ibid., 4 

21 EPMT December 31,1915,2. 

^̂  Ibid., 2. 

71 



On January 2, 1916, the El Paso Morning Times reported In a small article under 

the headline, "Chihuahua Mines To Be Reopened," that employees and officers 

of several mines had left the city for Chihuahua In preparation to reopen their 

mines "which are owned by C.R. Watson."^^ 

General Pablo Lopez was one of Pancho Villa's more trusted and loyal 

generals. He had begun as a regular soldier, and because of his loyalty and 

courage on the battlefield, had risen through the ranks.̂ '* On January 10, Lopez, 

along with a group of Villista soldiers, stopped the train occupied by C.R. Watson 

and other mineworkers on their way to Cusihulrachic, west of Ciudad Chihuahua. 

According to the reports of the eyewitnesses, the train was initially stopped by 

another train car ahead on the track, blocking the way. 

A witness to the event on the train, Juan Vasquez, said that, "Shooting 

began at the train before It had stopped. A Villa colonel named Lopez, with over 

100 men, immediately surrounded the cars." Vasquez told reporters that five 

Americans had jumped off the train and attempted to escape, and he saw "two of 

the Americans fall and their bodies rolled into the Santa Ysabel Rlver."̂ ^ 

One of those who had jumped off the train was Thomas B. Holmes. When 

the train came to an unexpected stop. Holmes, C.R. Watson, and three other 

men began to get off the train to inspect the situation. According to Holmes, who 

^̂  EPMT. January 2. 1916,2. 

^̂  Katz, 551. 

25 EPMT January 13. 1916, 1. 
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was the only American survivor, the men immediately came under fire. Holmes 

survived by falling and then crawling into a clump of bushes. Although in his 

statement to the State Department he did not report seeing any of the other four 

actually killed, after he was in the bushes he "looked around and could see the 

Mexicans still shooting in the direction Watson was running when I last saw 

him." Holmes may not have seen the others killed, but other passengers on the 

train did. Juan Vasquez said that after the other passengers on the train had 

been robbed of their belongings, the Villista soldiers went to the train car with the 

Americans. 

The Americans were driven out. Some of them had been wounded 
by the shooting into the train. Outside the soldiers pointed guns at 
them and forced them to strip themselves of their clothing. This 
was done by the Americans, and they stood there in their 
underclothing. The soldiers then ordered them to line up along the 
side of the railroad track. Then the most horrible part began. 

Vasquez continued by stating that the Americans were killed one-by-one. Some 

of them started to break away and escape, but were brought back, and the 

shooting continued until all of the Americans were executed. Vasquez described 

the scene after the killings: 

I saw the dead bodies of the Americans as they lay after the 
shooting. Their underclothing was covered with blood and they lay 
in all kinds of grotesque positions. Some had fallen fonward, while 
others fell over one another. The top of some American's head had 
been shot off and his brains had run out on the ground.̂ ^ 

26 

27 

Ibid., 1 -2; EPH. January 13,1916, 2. 

EPMT. January 13, 1916, 1-2. 
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The accounts of some on board the train such as those of Cesar Sala and 

Manuel Silveyra, vary only slightly. It Is clear that most of the Americans were in 

fact, singled out, taken off the train, stripped, and executed.̂ ® The engineer of 

the train stated that, "Some of the victims were first shot on the train and all of 

those who were wounded in the cars were later taken off and murdered. Some 

then jumped off the train and ran toward the river."̂ ® Due to the firing at the train 

before it stopped and In the train after the Villistas had boarded It, some of the 

Americans were already shot and wounded before being taken off the train.̂ ° 

In one of the more graphic accounts offered by an eye witness, Jose 

Maria Sanchez explained that after the Mexican passengers on the train had 

been robbed. Colonel Pablo Lopez told them, "If you want to see some fun, 

watch us kill these gringoes." In conveying the death of C.R. Watson, Sanchez 

stated that Watson and the other Americans that were trying to escape were 

running in all directions, but Watson, who was running for the nearby San Ysabel 

River, was shot after running about one hundred yards. Sanchez continued: "He 

®̂ Katz, 558-559. (In his discussion of the incident, Katz cites the accounts given to the 
State Department by Sala and Silveyra. In particular, the account of Silveyra, seems to indicate 
the Americans were stripped before they left the train and shot as they were getting off. He 
states, "I saw Mr. Pierce, Mr. Robinson, Mr. Wallace, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Romero, and Mr. 
Newman stepping down, leaving the car with their clothes off except their underwear...They were 
executed just as they got down." This would seem to contradict slightly the details Vasquez gives 
about them being stripped and then executed both outside the train.) 

^̂  EPH, January 13, 1916,2. 

^° New York Times. January 13,1916,1; EPMT. January 13,1916, 2. (Taken from the 
affidavit of the train's conductor, J. Guadalupe Gardea, to the British Consulate.) 
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got up, limping, but went on a short distance further, when he threw up his arms 

and fell fonward, his body rolling down the bank into the river..."^^ 

Sanchez's description of the executions also closely corresponds with that 

of the other witnesses. However, he notes that when Colonel Lopez selected the 

two "executioners," that it "nearly precipitated a fight among the bandits over who 

should have the privilege of shooting the Americans. He further described the 

murders by stating: 

The two executioners used Mauser rifles. One would shoot his 
victim and then the other soldier would take the next In line... 
The suffering of the Americans seemed to drive the bandits into a 
frenzy. 'Viva Villa!' they cried and 'Death to the gringoes!' 
Colonel Lopez ordered the 'mercy-shot' given to those who were 
still alive, and the soldiers placed the ends of their rifles at their 
victims' heads and fired, putting the wounded out of their misery. 
All bodies were completely stript [sic] of clothing and shoes.̂ ^ 

Although quite graphic, the stories told by these and other eyewitnesses 

are important for several reasons. First, and most obvious, it describes the 

events that took place. After reviewing the stories of those that were there, a 

relatively clear picture of what happened becomes evident. Secondly, these 

reports were relayed with all of their detail to the American people. More to the 

point, the residents of El Paso anxiously read them. Without a doubt, the images 

created by the details of Mexican bandits in a "frenzy" over the opportunity to kill 

unarmed Americans seemed to validate some of the most basic stereotypes of 

^̂  The Literary Digest. January 22,1916,157. 

^̂  Ibid., 157-158. 
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the Mexican people that many Anglos held and worked to enhance the ethnic 

tension in the border city. 

The exact number of Americans and Individuals that were killed at San 

Ysabel has seemed to be a point of some confusion among historians. Friedrich 

Katz notes that eighteen "American mining engineers were killed," Coerver and 

Hall state, "all but one" of the Americans were killed. Mario T. Garcia says 

sixteen Americans were killed and Rocha says seventeen were executed. 

Authors W.H. Timmons and Garna Ley Christian both say that sixteen were 

killed.^^ This fluctuation has been the case for a two important reasons. 

First, the nature of the reporting of the incident of San Ysabel was that of a 

story that was changing and developing daily. On January 11, the El Paso 

Morning Times reported fifteen were killed, and then on January 12, the body 

count was eighteen. The New York Times on January 12 reported sixteen 

Americans had been killed, and on January 13 reported that nineteen had been 

killed. This was no doubt caused by the remoteness of where the Incident 

occurred coupled with the difficulty In getting an accurate story out of the area.®'* 

A second, and probably more significant reason for the fluctuation in the 

number of individuals cited as having been killed Is the way in which reports of 

the time classified those killed. Although there was, and to an extent still is, the 

^̂  Katz, 557; Coerver and Hall, 95; Garcia, 188; Rocha, 241; W. H. Timmons, El Paso: A 
Borderlands History (El Paso: Texas Western Press, 1990) 221; Garna Loy Christian, "Sword and 
Plowshare: The Symbiotic Development of Fort Bliss and El Paso, Texas, 1849-1918" 
(Unpublished Ph. D. dissertation, Texas Tech University, 1977), 368. 

34 EPMT. January 11 and 12.1916: NYT. January 12 and 13, 1916. 
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impression that these men were all Americans they In fact were not. In fact, 

there were nineteen people killed: one Englishmen, one Canadian, and 

seventeen Americans. Of the seventeen Americans killed, one was a naturalized 

citizen from Canada while another was a truly "Mexican American", originally 

from New Mexico. The New York Times originally listed this man, M.R. Romero, 

as one of the "American" dead, but the next day classified him as a "Mexican." 

Clearly, this inconsistency in classification as well as well as actual uncertainty 

over nationality contributed to the fluctuating numbers of those killed and has 

continued to cause inconsistency In the historical writing of the incident.®^ 

Conclusion 

Some historians have cited the San Ysabel Massacre as evidence of 

Villa's "willingness to introduce race as an issue," by killing the Americans.®® 

Although it is true that the Americans were killed to the chants of, "Death to the 

gringos," there is little evidence to show that they were killed simply because they 

were Anglos. They were killed because they were Americans, and Villa was 

attempting to strike back and gain revenge from the United States government. 

Although race as an Issue Is extremely Important, it is equally as Important to 

^̂  EPMT. January 12. 1916,1; January 13,1916,1: NYT. January 12.1916, 1; January 
13,1916, 2. On January 12, 1916, the New York Times reported that Romero was a "Native of 
New Mexico," and on January 13,1916, reported that he was simply a "Mexican." Romero was 
married and a resident of El Paso at the time of the incident. 

®̂ Raul R. Reyes, "'Gringos' and 'Greasers' and the Rio Grande Border: Race 
Resentment in the Mexican Revolutionary Era in El Paso, 1914-1916 (Unpublished Master's 
thesis. The University of Texas at El Paso, 1997), 55-56. 
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acknowledge that other factors may have played a pivotal role in Villa's 

motivation. 

It is not enough to simply understand the event that became known as the 

San Ysabel Massacre. It is important to understand the changing nature of 

Villismo during this turbulent period. Many individuals In El Paso had been 

following the events that were taking place In Mexico in the preceding months 

leading up to the murders and were becoming Increasingly frustrated with the 

lack of resolution to the violence. 

Through the summer and fall of 1915, both General Francisco Villa and 

his movement were in serious economic and military decline. With their 

economic decline, their ability to secure weapons, munitions, and supplies from 

the United States became more and more difficult. As Villa's Division del Norte 

continued to decline in numbers, he became more desperate to gain a military 

victory in the north. This led him to conceive his ill-fated Sonoran campaign. 

Due to the apparent decline of Villismo and the Increasing control of 

Carranza over the whole of the Mexican Republic, in October of 1915, the Wilson 

administration granted de facto diplomatic recognition to Carranza. Such 

recognition was obviously important to Carranza and It dealt a serious blow to 

Villa. With diplomatic recognition of Carranza came a new military embargo 

against Villa, again leading him to seek a significant military victory to show the 

error of recognizing Carranza. 
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However, Villa did not truly understand the broader Impact of Carranza's 

recognition upon the immediate situation. Therefore, it came as a very real 

surprise when the United States allowed Carrancista forces to pass through U.S. 

territory on their way to reinforce the garrison at Agua Prieta. With the disastrous 

defeat at Agua Prieta, a new chapter in Villismo began. A chapter In which Villa 

no longer worried himself with maintaining positive relations with the United 

States, and in fact, actively worked to seek out and attack American interests In 

northern Mexico. 

Many Americans along the border and In El Paso In late 1915 and early 

1916 had begun to believe that the Mexican Revolution was at an end. It 

seemed clear that Villa was defeated and that, at least for the mining Interests, 

they would soon be allowed to reenter Mexico and begin their operations once 

more. This thinking was confirmed in late December when, at a banquet In his 

honor. General Obregon seemed to welcome the American mining Interests back 

Into the country. With the belief that their safety was assured, the mining 

engineers returned. However, with Villa looking for opportunities to strike out 

against Americans and possibly draw the U.S. into the war, what became known 

as the San Ysabel Massacre appeared to have been the perfect opportunity. 

As the next chapter will show, the aftermath of the San Ysabel Massacre 

nearly did bring some sort of U.S. intervention into the country. The murders of 

the Americans, to many, would be the "last straw" in a long series of perceived 

abuses towards U.S. citizens in the war-torn republic. However, more Important 
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for the purposes of this thesis, the aftermath of the murders would bring ethnic 

relations in El Paso to the breaking point and cause Anglo violence to erupt 

against the innocent Mexicans who lived in the city. 
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CHAPTER V 

A 'NIGHT OF LAWLESS CONDUCT': REACTION 

TO THE SAN YSABEL MASSACRE 

In the days following the violence at San Ysabel, what happened there 

became a national, regional, and local issue of great Importance. National in the 

sense that Congress, the President, and the federal government attempted to 

create a clear response to the murders. A regional issue in that it, at least on the 

surface, the event seemed like a continuation of violence towards Americans on 

the border In reaction to American recognition of Carranza. Also, it seemed to 

confirm the worst fears of the region; that Pancho Villa would violently strike out 

against Americans on the border. Finally, as a local El Paso Issue, the Incident 

at San Ysabel was seen as the latest example of Mexican insults and violence 

towards the United States. Considering the growing ethnic tension that had been 

taking place over the preceding years in El Paso and the perceived lack of action 

by the federal government, Anglo violence toward the ethnic Mexican population 

was the response. 

This chapter will closely examine the national and regional reactions, as 

well as the local reaction In El Paso to the violence at San Ysabel. 

Understanding the national and regional reaction is important for several 

reasons. First, It allows a better understanding of the broader national context in 

which the San Ysabel incident took place. Second, It allows a better insight into 
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what caused Anglos in El Paso to hot against Mexicans. Although racist 

attitudes, animosity, and stereotypes was important in causing the violence, 

Anglo frustration with the policies of the Wilson administration. Congress, as well 

as the Carranza regime, is an Important factor in understanding why violence 

against Mexicans broke out In El Paso when it did. 

The account of the story was spread in El Paso, with all Its graphic detail, 

through the newspapers to the people of the city. Many of those who were killed 

had resided In the city and were well known. The special edition of the El Paso 

Morning Times on January 11 read, "BANDITS SLAY FIFTEEN AMERICANS."^ 

The Spanish language edition of the Times, on January 12 read, "VILLA 

NUEVAMENTE COMETE MAS ASESINATOS PRODITORIOS" (Villa Again 

Commits More Treasonous Murders). The outrage particularly among the Anglo 

population was Immediate and furious. 

Similarly, news of the murders spread throughout the country and 

Immediately became an issue of national significance. As Coerver and Hall note 

in their book discussing state and national border policy in the era of the Mexican 

Revolution, the reaction of the United States federal government was "firm and 

even threatening" to the Carranza regime In Mexico.^ The reaction of the federal 

government offered two courses of action; first, and most drastic, Immediate 

^ As discussed in Chapter IV, there was a great deal of confusion over just how many 
people died at San Ysabel for several days. Initial reports, such as those quoted in this headline, 
reported a variety of figures as to just how many people were killed. 

^ Coerver and Hall, 95-96. 
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direct intervention by the U.S. military In Mexico, and second, a continuation of 

Wilson's "watchful waiting" policy towards Mexico, allowing Carranza to deal with 

the bandits using his own military operating In the area. 

The National Reaction to San Ysabel 

On January 12, 1916, several United States Senators reacted by offering 

a resolution calling for the direct "intervention by the United States and Pan-

American nations" unless the Carranza regime could Immediately guarantee the 

safety and security of Americans and their Interests within Mexico.® Other 

senators, such as Galllnger and Borah, did not even desire the support of other 

"Pan-American" nations, but wanted immediate action taken to avenge the 

deaths of the slain Americans. The action they demanded was not only military 

intervention, but also reparations for the deaths of the American citizens. 

Senator Galllnger of New Hampshire stated, "I would demand of Mr. Carranza 

reparation for this inhuman slaughter of American citizens, and if Mr. Carranza 

admitted his Inability to protect our citizens In Mexico, I would ask Congress 

seriously to consider as to the Executive's further duty."'* More divisive rhetoric 

came from Senator Borah, of Idaho, in his support of American Intervention. He 

argued: 

^ Dallas Morning News. January 13, 1916 (hereafter cited as DMN), 1 -2; New York 
Times. January 13, 1916, 2. 

" N Y I , January 13,1916, 2. 
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If you took the lid off the State Department it would not take long for 
the American people to determine what they would do. American 
women have suffered outrages, worse a thousand times than death 
to them. For five years American citizens have suffered death in 
ways that language is inadequate to describe. Shall we wait longer 
to know whether a side-stepping, compromising policy is going to 
insure protection to our citizens, or dignity and honor to the 
American flag?^ 

Although much of the rhetoric calling for intervention was coming from the 

Republican Party, which was the minority party in Congress, support did cut 

across party lines. Senator Stone, the Democrat Chairman of the Senate 

Foreign Relations Committee, supported the American intervention into Mexico if 

after a period of time, Carranza was unable to demonstrate an ability to 

guarantee American security in the Mexican Republic. His opinion echoed the 

sentiments of many on both sides of the quickly emerging debate over what the 

American action should be. 

Though the resolutions that were offered in the Senate and the House of 

Representatives were not acted upon, the debate continued in Washington and 

along the border. Back in Texas, Governor James Ferguson, who expressed his 

sympathy for those Americans who were killed, issued a statement stating that 

the American military was unprepared for any invasion and occupation of Mexico, 

but stated that the time had come to make the nation prepared so that American 

policy would be better respected In the region. He pointed out: 

^ Ibid. 
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In the present state of our army and navy, it would be the wildest 
folly to attempt the pacification of Mexico by force, and yet until 
conditions are Improved, we must sit silently by and see our 
citizens murdered by savages. It Is time for all men to show their 
colors by some exhibition of loyalty to the National Government. 
We need not seriously concern ourselves about a demand for 
reparation until we are In position to compel our demands to be 
respected.® 

It was also reported that the Congressional delegation from Texas, except 

for two, did not support the proposal for intervention in Mexico. To the majority of 

the delegation, what had occurred at San Ysabel did not warrant a major shift in 

American policy.̂  Their argument In favor of maintaining, for the time being, the 

current American policy towards the Carranza regime was outlined by the Wilson 

administration. However, there was one member of the Texas delegation who 

was very vocal in his outrage and support for Intervention. Congressman James 

L. Slayden, a Democrat, argued strenuously that the Wilson administration's 

policy was only inviting greater danger for those living along the border. Stating 

that the "horrors in Mexico are cumulative," he warned his fellow members of 

Congress that If the United States did not act quickly, more trouble would emerge 

in the near future.® 

The immediate response of the Wilson administration was that of 

continued "watchful waiting" which would greatly divide citizens, politicians, and 

those in El Paso. To some, it was taken as a policy demonstrating American 

^ DMN. January 14. 1916,2. 

^ DMN. January 15. 1916,2. 

°NYT. January 14. 1916. 2. 
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patience and even-handedness, which gave the Carranza regime the opportunity 

to handle Its Internal affairs and offer protection to American interests In Mexico. 

To others, and many in El Paso, the policy of continued "watchful waiting" 

demonstrated American weakness, Indecislveness, and lack of willingness to 

defend the safety of Its own citizens In Mexico. 

With regards to the San Ysabel Massacre, the administration's most 

Immediate response was for Secretary of State Lansing to "ask for prompt 

punishment" of the bandits and to order an investigation to find who Is to blame 

for the murders.® These Initial statements by the Secretary of State were 

immediately taken by those advocating Intervention as examples of the 

administration's unwillingness to stand up for the rights of Americans In Mexico. 

This argument of those opposed to the policy of the administration seemed to be 

confirmed when the Dallas Morning News reported Lansing further stating that "It 

was to be deplored that Americans had not heeded the State Department 

warning against exposing their lives in the guerillas warfare territory."^" He then 

again warned Americans who may still be In Mexico to leave areas where there 

"Is revolutionary trouble."^ ̂  

In the days following the Incident at San Ysabel the Wilson and his 

administration worked to establish a clear, sound policy and appropriate reaction 

^ DMN. January 13. 1916, L 

'° Ibid. 

^̂  DMN. January 14.1916. 1. 
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to the murders. The policy decided on came out solidly against intervention and 

allowed for the Carranza regime to "pursue, capture, and punish" those who were 

responsible for the killings at San Ysabel. The New York Times reported that 

when discussing the "gravity" of the situation along the U.S.-Mexico border as a 

result of the killings, the President replied that "members of the Watson party had 

been warned specifically not to enter the particular part of Mexico In which they 

were slaln."^^ 

The Wilson administration was correct in pointing out that all Americans 

had been warned to leave Mexico and that they had not been Instructed that it 

was safe to go back into the country. Moreover, Secretary Lansing was right in 

stating that the area In which the Americans were killed was not yet secure. 

President Wilson and his administration understood that Intervention at this 

critical juncture would do little more than serve the immediate interests of Pancho 

Villa, who was seeking American Intervention for the purposes of destabilizing 

the Carranza regime. 

However, this is not what many people in Congress, throughout the 

country, along the border, and specifically in El Paso, wanted to hear. 

Particularly in El Paso, after the violence at San Ysabel, the President's policy 

did not seem capable of offering the revenge many were seeking. They did not 

trust the Carranza regime to seek out and bring to justice those responsible for 

the killings. It seemed the only course of action that would guarantee justice was 

87 



American military might being exerted in Mexico. "Watchful waiting" as a foreign 

policy seemed to the residents of the city as little more than being willing to 

"watch" as more Americans were killed. A letter to the editor which appeared in 

the El Paso Herald summed up many feelings: "...watchful waiting—watching to 

see how many will be murdered next, and waiting to see who it will be.̂ ® 

The significance of the way In which the state and federal government 

reacted to the San Ysabel was important for what was to come In El Paso 

because many Anglos became impatient with President Wilson, felt betrayed by 

Generals Carranza and Obregon, and increasingly frustrated with the large 

Mexican population In the city. It seemed, for many Anglos, that the only way 

they had to vent their frustration was to turn violent against the ovenwhelmingly 

innocent Mexican population. This largely guided the response of the Anglo 

community In El Paso. 

El Paso's Reaction to San Ysabel 

As the reports began to sporadically filter into the city in the days following 

the murders at San Ysabel, the responses In El Paso came In several forms. 

First, as noted above, there were calls throughout El Paso, and for that matter 

the nation, by newspapers, business leaders and politicians for direct military 

intervention In Mexico to avenge the deaths of those killed at San Ysabel. 

^^NYI, January 14,1916, 1. 

^̂  El Paso Herald. January 14,1916,7. 
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Second, and specific to El Paso, Anglo residents and law enforcement officials 

began to drive out any Mexican who was thought to be associated with Villa. 

Third, again specific to El Paso, mob violence was directed at Mexican 

Americans, and Mexican refugees in the Mexican district of Chihuahuita on the 

night of January 13, 1916. 

Other than the obvious outrage over the deaths of American citizens at the 

hands of villista soldiers, there was also a sense of betrayal by many El Pasoans 

towards Carranza and specifically towards General Obregon. This stemmed 

from the belief that the Carranza government had failed to provide protection to 

the Americans. Many business leaders felt that at the banquet a month earlier 

General Obregon had invited them to return to Mexico and that they were 

essentially betrayed when the mining engineers were offered no military 

protection and were then killed at San Ysabel. 

This feeling was clearly Illustrated in a cartoon that appeared on the front 

page of the El Paso Morning Times. January 14,1916 (see Figure 2).̂ '* The 

Illustration portrays General Obregon at the December 31,1915 banquet inviting 

El Paso business leaders back to Mexico and promising protection to them. 

Below the Illustration of the banquet, there Is a portrayal of an apparently dead 

American lying next to railroad tracks. He has been stripped down to his 

underclothes. All of this appeared under the banner caption, "An Invitation 

Accepted—Somewhere In Chihuahua." 

"* EPMT, January 12, 1916, 1; January 14, 1916, I. 
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In an editorial entitled, "The Last Straw," the El Paso Morning Times 

argued that "the time has come for action by the United States," and referred to 

the crisis concerning the Wilson administration's handling of the Mexico situation 

as "one of the darkest and most disgraceful chapters of American history." 

However, this was not enough to sway Wilson from his stated policy towards 

Mexico and the Carranza regime. 

As the cries throughout El Paso and the United States grew, there was 

also an apparent growth in tensions In El Paso towards Mexicans and anyone 

suspected of being associated with Pancho Villa. A plot by a group of Americans 

was uncovered to lynch General Jose Ynez Salazar, a former Villa general 

residing In El Paso. The El Paso Police Department arrested numerous other 

Villa associates on the charge of vagrancy as a way of "avoiding an increase in 

the feeling of American Indignation by their presence In El Paso, but also as a 

means of saving the men from violence."̂ ® Former Villa officers, Diaz Lombardo, 

Villa's former Foreign Minister, General Manuel Banda, General Juan Prieto, 

along with twenty others were forced to leave town.̂ ® This action might have 

saved these particular men, but would not remove the desire on the part of many 

El Pasoans to strike out against Mexicans, and the ethnic uneasiness would 

continue to rise. 

^̂  EPMT. January 13, 1916, 2. 

^̂  DMN, January 14,1916,1. 
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I An Invitation Accepted--"Somewhere in Chihuahua" 

,CARRAN7,A 
GENERAL 
PROMISING ^ 

^ l ^ PROTECTION 

Figure 2. Illustration taken from the El Paso Morning Times. January 14,1916 
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The outrage generated over the former Villista generals being forced to 

leave the city was also directed at another Individual, Thomas D. Edwards, 

American Consul In Juarez. After the violence at San Ysabel, many Anglo 

residents of El Paso accused the Consul of neglecting their needs and concerns 

In Mexico. In the wake of San Ysabel, a petition circulated throughout the city 

urging President Wilson to immediately remove him from his post In Ciudad 

Juarez. According to the El Paso Morning Times, "the chief allegation being that 

he is unworthy to represent the United States as a consular officer.''^ 

The demand on the part of many El Paso Anglos for Intervention was 

tremendous. There were rumors that some Americans would volunteer to go 

down and assist Carranza's army in tracking down the bandits. However, 

Carranza made it clear that he did not want any Americans assisting in the hunt 

for the bandits responsible.^® In a telling letter written to the editor of the El Paso 

Herald, a writer, who signed the letter as, "A Woman," wrote. 

One of the most fiendish murders ever committed In American 
history is that just committed by Villa and his bandits, and for the 
American people who call themselves the sons of the brave and 
true, to bow their heads In silence to this crime is to me one of the 
most humiliating things I have ever witnessed In my l i fe-to watch, 
to wait, and see our good American citizens shot down In cold 
blood and never raise a voice in disapproval. ...In what way have 
we shown this bravery, in the last two or three years? Are we going 
down in history as a nation of cowards? ...What more insults are 
necessary to arouse our self respect and patriotism to our fellow 
man?̂ ® 

^̂  Ibid.; EPMT. January 14,1916, 1. 

^̂  NYT, January 15, 1916, 1. 

^̂  EPH. January 14. 1916,7. 
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However, in the few days after the murders at San Ysabel, and as it became 

more evident that Wilson would not Intervene militarily, Anglos began to aim their 

frustration towards the Mexican population in the city. It seemed as though 

everyone could sense that the tension In El Paso was very high and that it was 

only a matter of time before something happened. 

The El Paso Morning Times reported that on evening of January 12, 1916, 

General Pershing had ordered all soldiers report to their stations; while on the 

same evening the entire police force was ordered to report to the Central Station. 

Large groups of Anglos gathered In local hotels to express their outrage at the 

situation. The Times reported that, "It was also noticeable last evening that the 

number of Mexicans on the streets of El Paso was very considerably diminished, 

as compared with their number In normal times." The Hotel Paso del Norte sent 

home its Mexican musicians for the evening as a result of their concern that the 

bands mere presence in the hotel might provoke violence against them. ^° 

On the evening of January 13, with anger and passions still running high, 

violence erupted in the downtown area of El Paso. Curiously, the El Paso 

Morning Times referred to this violence as "a series of minor disturbances," but 

they would be disturbances consisting of anywhere between 500 and 1,500 

people and would take the entire El Paso police force (65 men), four companies 

of infantry from Fort Bliss, and one company of the Texas National Guard to end. 

^° DMN. January 14, 1916, 2, 4. 
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The violence began early in the evening when four soldiers were reported 

to have been dispersing patrons of a Mexican saloon and arresting suspected 

Villa supporters, causing street brawls. Between 8pm and midnight, fighting 

between Anglo civilians, soldiers, and Mexican residents was rampant. As the 

saloons closed, more joined the fighting and a group of around 500 drove north 

through the downtown area attacking Mexicans who were unfortunate enough to 

be In their path. The New York Times reported that by 10pm, "knives frequently 

were used and all ambulances in El Paso were rushing through the streets, while 

physicians were hurried to all parts of the city. Most of the fights were between 

American soldiers and Mexlcans."^^ The El Paso Herald reported that, "No 

Mexican whom they [the rioters] encountered escaped their blows" and that, 

"There was no difficulty in following the path of the soldiers and the civilians who 

had joined them. Bleeding Mexicans lined the route."^^ The Dallas Morning 

News reported that fifty thousand cards were printed and were being distributed 

through the city reading: 

REMEMBER THE ALAMO! 
DID WE WATCH AND WAIT? 
REMEMBER THE CUSI! 
SHALL WE WATCH AND WAIT?^® 

^̂  NYT. January 14,1916, 1 -2; EPMT January 14,1916,1. 

^̂  EPH. January 14. 1916, 1. 

" D M N , January 14,1916, 1: NYT. January 14.1916,2. ("CUSI" refers to the mines at 
Cusihuiriachic where the miners were headed when they were killed) 
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Clearly, many Anglos In El Paso had grown tired of "watchful waiting" and were 

more than willing to satisfy their desire for revenge, even if their revenge was 

against the Innocent Mexican population. 

By 11 pm the outrage generated over the former Villista generals being 

forced to pm. It was reported that a number of armed Mexicans had gathered In 

the southern part of the city. Law enforcement officials were frantically working 

to put a stop to the violence, but were simply ovenwhelmed. The El Paso 

Morning Times reported that, "No sooner was one batch of rioters dispelled and 

the more aggressive leaders arrested than the wagon was sent out to get 

another load to bring to the station." General Pershing offered, and the local 

authorities quickly accepted, the use of four companies of Infantry from Fort 

Bliss. Later a company of the Texas National Guard would be put at their 

disposal as well.̂ '̂  Two of the companies of Infantry sealed off south El Paso, 

and no "American" was allowed to enter unless they had a pass. The army 

literally separated the two fighting groups and their presence in greater numbers 

brought the violence to a close. By midnight, it was reported, most of the 

disturbances had ended. 

At its peak, It was reported that the crowd at Overland and Broadway 

Streets reached "1,500 men, soldiers, and boys." Police reported 150 arrests, 

and that over forty Mexicans had been assaulted. Garna Loy Christian quotes 

^̂  EPMT. January 14,1916,1-2; U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the 
Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy n. 274, 812.00/17152. (In the weekly report of the general 
conditions along the Mexican border, it was reported that a total of six companies of infantry were 
called out, but were not needed.) 
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General Frederick Funston, commander of the Southern Department as saying, 

"This gathering was entirely without plan or purpose, and came as a complete 

surprise to both the police and the provost guard who had reported everything 

quiet only a few minutes before."̂ ® 

In an oral history interview given In 1976, Hortencia Villegas said that on 

that night in 1916 Anglos did not discriminate between the young, old, men or 

women. She stated that only by hiding In a store window did she escape the 

mob. Villegas also remarked that there were many from the Segundo Barrio 

carrying sticks to fight back, while the streetcars were full of Mexicans coming 

from Juarez to help defend their fellow countrymen.̂ ® Oscar J. Martinez also 

makes note of the soldiers In the Juarez garrison preparing to cross over into El 

Paso to help their fellow Mexicans, should the riots have continued any further.̂ ^ 

Without question, had the riot not been brought under control when it did. It might 

very well have caused an international incident. 

What happened on the night of January 13, may not have been planned or 

organized beforehand, but clearly local authorities saw the potential for violence 

leading up to the events of that night. In an Interview that took place in 1945, 

Mayor Tom Lea said that all of the Mexicans living in Chihuahuita would have 

^^lbid.,1; Christian, 370. 

®̂ Hortencia Villegas transcript, #235, Institute of Oral History, University of Texas at El 
Paso, February 17, 1976, p. 13, 14, 15. 

^̂  Oscar J. Martinez, Border Boom Town: Ciudad Juarez Since 1848 (Austin: University 
of Texas Press, 1978), 39. 
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been "massacred" had the riots not been controlled. The editorial page of the 

liHies echoed this sentiment when they stated that without the assistance of law 

enforcement officials and the military, "there Is no telling to just what ends the 

disturbances would have resulted In."̂ ® In another editorial, the El Paso Herald 

referred to the attacks against the Mexicans in the "uprising" as "cowardly and 

despicable," but also noted that "the greater wonder is that the uprising was not 

more formidable and marked by grim tragedy."̂ ® 

By the next morning, nerves still ran high but general calm had returned to 

the city. Community leaders and the media asked for calm among the citizens 

stating that nothing would be achieved by further violence. Mayor Tom Lea said: 

Now, If ever. El Pasoans should be calm and serious. We have 
made a splendid record for self-restraint and for being a law abiding 
people during five years, and we don't want to spoil It now by 
disorders. I call upon every citizen of El Paso who feels a pride in 
the city's reputation to keep calm during these troubled days. Love 
for the city should be strong enough to suppress any tendency to 
disorder, and I am sure every El Pasoan will do his duty in the 
matter.®® 

In a letter to the editor published In the El Paso Herald, a local resident 

expressed the attitude of no doubt many of the Anglos who took part In the event 

of January 13. Addressing the people of El Paso, the author stated, "These 

people [Mexicans] who will kill for amusement come across to you and you give 

^̂  Mardee de Wetter, "Revolutionary El Paso, 1910-1917" (Unpublished M.A. Thesis, 
University of Texas, El Paso, 1946), 142-143; EPMT. January 15,1916, 6. 

^̂  EPH, January 14, 1916,6 

^ EPMT. January 14,1916,2. 
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them work. An American boy cannot get work In El Paso because you pay 

Mexican wages. You will let an American boy who If the time should come, 

would lay down his life for our country, go without food and give the Mexicans the 

place. As an American I am for the Americans first." Such attitudes coupled with 

the violence that took place In the city, exemplifies the extent that the animosity 

had grown, and the deterioration of relationship between Anglos and Mexicans.®^ 

It is doubtful that such attitudes, as the one expressed by the letter writer, are 

new, however, the violence that broke out against Mexicans In the city was. The 

Mexican Revolution had caused much of this change to take place. 

The local Chamber of Commerce, anxious to stop further bad publicity 

over the event, worked to stop exaggerated news stories from being distributed 

by the wire services, and in some cases they were successful. Although there 

were some cancellations by those scheduled to attend a Cattleman's Convention 

In the clty.®^ 

The reaction on the part of the Mexicans In El Paso Is difficult to clearly 

discern. In the Spanish language edition of the El Paso Morning Times, the 

^̂  EPH. January 14, 1916, 7. The historiography analyzing the labor history of El Paso 
and the Borderlands is well established. For a more in depth discussion of these labor issues 
consult, Mario T. Garcia, "Mexican Laborers in El Paso, Texas 1880-1920," Aztlan: International 
Journal of Chicano Studies Research. 6(summer 1975): 196-210; Mario T. Garcia, "Obreros: The 
Mexican Workers of El Paso" (Unpublished Ph. D. dissertation. University of California at San 
Diego, 1975); Richard A. Garcia, "Class, Consciousness, and Ideology—The Mexican 
Community of San Antonio, Texas: 1930-1940," Aztlan. Volume 9,1978: 23-69; Mario T. Garcia, 
'The Chicana in American History: The Mexican Women of El Paso, 1880-1920—As Case 
Study," Pacific Historical Review. Volume 49, 2, May 1980: 315-337; Vicki L Ruiz, Cannery 
Women. Cannery Lives: Mexican Women. Unionization, and the California Food Processing 
Industry. 1930-1950 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987). 

32 Christian, 371-372. 
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developing story was covered throughout the week, and on January 15,1916 an 

editorial was published addressing, "LOS MOTINES DEANTIER." The editorial 

acknowledged that the anger felt by those in El Paso was just, however. It 

strenuously condemned the rioting and violence aimed at Mexicans. 

Comprendemos que la indignacion de los vecinos de El Paso es justa; 
pero, al mismo tiempo, hacemos notar que los mexicanos refugiados—que 
tambien ban huido de la furia salvaje de las hordas villistas—no tienen 
culpa ninguna de los atentados cometidos por estas, y que los mexicanos 
avecinados aqui, desde hace muchos aiios, que aqui tienen sus bienes, su 
hogar, sus afecciones y sus hijos, tampoco son los responsables de los 
atropellos y salvajismos que se cometen en Mexico. Antes por el 
contrario, al igual de los americanos, deploran esos crimenes y los 
condenan energicamente, puesto que los ponen en peligro en el pais en el 
que ban buscado abrigo y refugio.̂ ^ 

It also noted that the Mexicans In the city deplored and condemn the crimes 

committed against the Americans. The editorial ended with the hope that there 

would be no further violence while subtly reminding the city that half of the 

Inhabitants of El Paso were of Mexican origin.®'* 

Conclusion 

^̂  EPMT. Spanish language edition, January 15,1916, 3. (We understand that the 
indignation of the neighbors of El Paso is just; but, at the same time, we make note that the 
Mexican refugees—who also have fled from the wild fury of villistas hordes—are not guilty of the 
attacks committed by these, and that the Mexicans coming here, for many years, that have had 
their goods, their home, their affections and their children, are not those responsible for the 
abuses and savageries that were committed in Mexico. On the contrary, equally of the 
Americans, they deplore those crimes and they condemn them energetically, since they put them 
in danger in the country that they have looked for shelter and refuge.) 

34 EPMT. Spanish language edition, January 15, 1916, 3. 
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Immediately after it took place, the San Ysabel Massacre became a 

national issue that consumed the United States Congress, the Wilson 

administration, Texas state politics, and the city of El Paso. On a national level 

murders sparked two lines of debate. First, numerous Individuals In the United 

States Congress argued for the direct military Intervention Into Mexico In order to 

protect Americans citizens and property. To these political leaders, the Carranza 

regime was simply unable to guarantee safety, and in order to defend what they 

perceived as the honor of the United States military Involvement was necessary. 

The second line of debate, fonwarded primarily by the Wilson 

administration and the policy that turned out to be the federal governments 

reaction, was that of continued "watchful waiting." Wilson and his administration 

knew that Mexico continued to be a dangerous war zone and that It would be 

difficult to effectively use the U.S. military to guarantee security. The President 

placed diplomatic pressure on Carranza to capture and punish the bandits 

responsible for the murders, but allowed the Carranza regime, at least for the 

time being, to attempt to bring the bandits to justice and bring Chihuahua more 

firmly under his control. 

As this debate was taking place In Washington, D.C, In the state of Texas 

political leaders were beginning to make their voices heard. Also, Governor 

Ferguson came out In opposition to Intervention not necessarily because he did 

not think It was needed, but because he felt that the United States was not 
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prepared for an invasion. Other political leaders in Texas, such as Congressman 

Slayden, actively supported the idea of American Intervention in Mexico. 

The significance of the debate that was taking place throughout the United 

States as a result of the San Ysabel Massacre on El Paso was that it helped to 

further incite Anglo public attitudes toward the Mexican situation and Mexicans In 

the city. It Is difficult to accurately and definitively say where public opinion was 

with regard to American intervention In Mexico, however, it does seem clear that 

the editorial boards of both local newspapers, articles published, as well as 

letters to the editor were heavily weighted in favor of American Intervention. 

Many Anglos In El Paso were tired of Wilson's "watchful waiting" policy and 

demanded action. 

The crisis within El Paso over the murders at San Ysabel and what the 

United States should do accentuated the strain that had developed In El Paso 

over the years since the start of the Mexican Revolution between Anglos and 

Mexicans In the city. Once it became clear to many in El Paso that the United 

States was not going to take a direct military role in Mexico, frustration towards 

Wilson, Carranza, Obregon, and Mexicans reached a breaking point. The 

question of Mexican loyalties and the general distrust that had Increased in the 

city created an environment that once such an incident as the San Ysabel 

Massacre took place, and It seemed the government was going to do nothing, 

many Anglos felt compelled to take action. 
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The night of ethnic violence that took place in El Paso on January 13, 

1916 capped the culmination of growing ethnic tension that been increasing 

since 1910. The transition that had been taking place in El Paso allowed for 

many Anglos in the city to feel that violence against Mexicans was an acceptable 

outlet for their frustrations. At the heart of these frustrations however was their 

racial attitude towards Mexicans in general. The riot In El Paso that resulted from 

the San Ysabel Massacre illustrates well the transition that had taken place in the 

city and dramatically Increasing stress between Anglos and Mexicans. 
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CHAPTER VI 

AFTERMATH AND CONCLUSION 

In the wake of the San Ysabel Massacre the clamor for United States 

military intervention in Mexico from throughout the nation and El Paso was great. 

Frustration over the apparent lack of action by the Wilson administration would 

be one of the more immediate factors that Anglos considered when violence 

erupted in El Paso on January 13, 1916. However for Villa, this was not enough. 

One of his objectives. In addition to revenge, had been to cause U.S. intervention 

in Mexico, and that had not taken place. 

Seeking further retribution and hopefully American Involvement in Mexico, 

Villa developed plans to attack American border towns. After first deciding to 

attack Presidio, Texas, Villa's plans changed due to massive desertions that 

forced him for the first time to make part of his force a conscript army.̂  Due to 

this he changed his plans and made Columbus, New Mexico the objective of his 

raid against the United States. Villa felt that the area of northern Mexico around 

Columbus potentially would offer him more local support and recruits for his 

movement and attack on the United States. 

On the night of March 9, 1916, Villa's forces attacked what they believed 

to be the small, lightly guarded border community. As Katz points out, the 

potential for immediate economic and military gains was high. If Villa could raid 

^ Katz, 560-561. 
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and take the garrison, he could potentially gain much needed money from the 

local bank in the town as well as arms and munitions to continue the struggle 

against Carranza.̂  In addition to this, there was also the potential that If the 

attack was successful, there would be a resurgence of support for Villa coming 

from those with generally anti-American feelings in northern Mexico. However, 

the attack did not go according to plan, and the town, which the Villistas expected 

to be defended by around 50 American soldiers, was actually fortified by close to 

600 defenders. In the end, seventeen Americans and 100 Villistas were killed 

after Villa's raiders were forced out and pursued Into Mexico. 

As noted above, a large part of Villa's motivation in attacking the United 

States was to gain revenge for the assistance the U.S. gave Carranza in the 

Battle of Agua Prieta, but also to possibly draw the U.S. Into the war. This would 

hopefully unite Mexicans people against the northern colossus and cause the 

people to reject Carranza's regime. From this perspective, Villa's Columbus raid 

generated only limited success. In the wake of the San Ysabel Massacre, the 

Wilson administration was able to resist efforts In Congress and the nation for 

armed intervention. But after the attack on U.S. soil, the administration could no 

longer halt the move for Intervention, and ordered the "Punitive Expedition" of 

General John J. Pershing to enter Mexico and attempt to capture Villa. 

In the aftermath of the riot in El Paso, the city slipped Into a period of 

relative calm for the nearly two-month period before the Columbus raid. 

^ Ibid., 563. 
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Apprehension remained high over what the future might hold with regards to 

action on the border, but there were no other outbreaks of large-scale violence 

towards the Mexican population. When the news of the March 9th raids reached 

El Paso, simmering ethnic tensions boiled over again. 

Many were still angry over the lack of military intervention following the 

San Ysabel Massacre and they now became more adamant over this latest 

incident of violence. Again, in response, Anglos In El Paso attacked Mexicans in 

the city's downtown area. It does not seem that the level of violence was on the 

scale of that which occurred in the wake of the events at San Ysabel, however, 

an oral history Interview conducted In 1974 sheds light on the degree to which 

relations had deteriorated. After the Columbus raid, Maurlcio Cordero noted that 

a local cantinero was nearly attacked by a group of Anglos. Cordero stated that 

this individual was "muy triguehd' (very dark-skinned), and that the only way he 

escaped being assaulted was by shouting, "I'm not a Mexican, I'm a nigger, I'm a 

nigger!"® After hearing this, the Anglos were apparently satisfied that he was 

African-American, and let the Innocent Mexican continue on his way. 

With ethnic tensions still running high In the city, the media and the Anglo 

population in El Paso generally supported U.S. military action In Mexico. To 

many, it appeared to be action that had been long needed. The El Paso Herald 

echoed this sentiment in a telling editorial that appeared on March 10, 1916. 

Completely supportive of the President's decision to send the Punitive Expedition 
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into Mexico to track down Villa, the paper worked to clarify that the action was 

not one against all of Mexico and its people, but directed towards Villa and the 

bandits responsible for the raid on Columbus. Citing previous American military 

action in Nicaragua and China, the paper stated, "This expedition is not for 

revenge.... The United States In undertaking this movement at tremendous cost 

Is performing a great and lasting service to Mexico and to all decent and law 

abiding Mexicans.'"* Furthering Its justification for Intervention, the paper 

continued: 

Mexicans, if they apply ordinary common sense to this situation In 
light of all the United States and all Its people have suffered by 
reason of the disturbed conditions In Mexico, and in light of the 
Infinite patience the Americans have exhibited—Mexicans will 
accept this situation without protest, and will even welcome the use 
of American cavalry to rid Mexico of one of the worst characters 
that ever defiled Its soil, one of the worst menaces to Mexico's 
peace, and his band of assassins which has been having things all 
Its own way despite the earnest though ineffective efforts of the 
Carranza government to put him and them out of the way.® 

The paper reiterated that It was not the Intention of the American forces to 

occupy any Mexican territory but to punish criminals. The Herald even went as 

far as to describe the military action as a "peaceable expedition," that was 

"nothing more than a police force sent to catch a criminal and to bring him to 

punishment.® 

^ Mauricio Cordero transcript, #142, Institute of Oral History, University of Texas at El 
Paso, February 15,1974, p. 32-33. 

"EPH, March 10, 1916,6. 

^ Ibid. 

^ Ibid. 
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Considering that many Anglos in El Paso were more than ready to send a 

military force Into Mexico after the San Ysabel Massacre as well as riot against 

innocent Mexicans in the city, the raids on Columbus, New Mexico simply worked 

to reinforce opinions that already existed. It Is difficult to believe that there was 

not an element of revenge associated with the expedition (especially once it Is 

again considered that many of those that took part in the riot in January 1916 

were soldiers stationed at Fort Bliss) by those that supported it, and thus 

understandable that many Mexicans In the region were hesitant to welcome the 

Americans Into the country. 

Part of the concern that many media, military, and political leaders in the 

city had was a genuine concern over the security of the border city, and an 

attempt to preclude any outbreak of new violence In the city. This is the primary 

reason so many went to such great lengths to point out that the military 

intervention should not be construed as an act of war against Mexico. Z. L. 

Cobb, in a memo to the Secretary of State made clear that in the city "friction" 

with Carranza's de facto government was very close at hand. Describing the 

presence of American forces In Mexico as "galling" to Carranza's Consul and 

authorities In Juarez, Cobb reported that the Consul In the sister city felt the U.S. 

troops would be ineffective, not able to capture Villa, and "consequently the 

American troops will appear ridiculous" for entering Mexico.̂  Cobb summed up 

^ U.S. Department of State, Records Relating to the Internal Affairs of Mexico. Microcopy 
n. 274, 812.00/17520. 
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his report by warning Washington "not to be over-confident but to be prepared for 

friction." 

As the Punitive Expedition chased down Villa and his small band, the 

warning of the Consul to Cobb proved to be accurate. Although wide scale 

violence would not again erupt in the city of El Paso, the military's Incursion into 

Mexico became more unpopular with the Carranza regime and, over time, made 

the U.S. forces appear highly Ineffective. The precedent of violence towards 

Mexicans by Anglos in the border city had been set after the San Ysabel 

Massacre, and would again emerge albeit on a much smaller scale after the 

Columbus raid, but ethnic tension In El Paso would remain until the end of the 

Mexican Revolution.® 

In the words of historian Mario T. Garcia, "Whereas Villa's foray Into the 

United States had once again raised the specter of racial conflict. El Paso's 

establishment had wisely recognized the damage such an outbreak would cause 

the border city and hence successfully deterred violence albeit with a strong 

military presence and the possible violation of legal rights."® As with so much of 

the history of ethnic relations in El Paso, economic and political leaders in the city 

^ Garcia, 193-196. In discussing Anglo-Mexican tension in El Paso after the Columbus 
raid and the beginning of the Punitive Expedition into Mexico, Garcfa points to several examples 
of ethnic tension in the city. Most notably, the "small-scale riot" that took place in mid-June 1916 
after a baseball game between an all-Mexican team and an all "American" team. Apparently it 
began when boys and soldiers began to throw stones and bottles and the Mexicans. Several 
American men then "pounced" on and attacked several Mexicans. 

^Ibid., 194. 
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never lost sight of the fact that Mexicans were a vital part of the continued 

economic prosperity and growth of the city. 

Conclusion 

The impact of the San Ysabel Massacre and the riot that ensued 

illustrated a growing bitterness between Anglos and Mexicans that tore away, to 

a degree, at the relative uniqueness of the city's ethnic relations. As a part of the 

continual stress that the Mexican Revolution placed on Anglos and Mexicans In 

the city, the San Ysabel incident was an Important example of how the 

relationship between the two groups deteriorated. Factors such as the rapid 

growth of the Mexican population in the city between 1910 and 1916, the 

occupation of Veracruz in 1914, and the threat of revolutionary violence on the 

American side of the border In 1915, were very Important In contributing to the 

deterioration of the Anglo-Mexican relations In El Paso. 

Equally important In understanding this incident was the continued decline 

of Villa's military and diplomatic fortunes in the latter half of 1915. Military defeat 

coupled with the de facto recognition of Carranza by the U.S., and later allowing 

Carrancista forces to pass through U.S. territory infuriated Villa. This anger 

allowed him to become willing and anxious to strike out against Americans In 

Mexico and along the border. This desire for revenge, coupled with the hope that 

possibly the U.S. would intervene in Mexico, is best Illustrated by the San Ysabel 

Massacre and Villa's later raid on Columbus, New Mexico. 
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The ethnic divisions that grew more acute in the years preceding the 

eruption of violence on January 13, 1916. Although It Is Important to understand 

the contribution of the growing ethnic tension, division, and racism upon the 

causes of the riot in El Paso, the Incident and the events surrounding it were 

much more complex than simply noting race as the causal factor. Other issues, 

such as Wilson's apparent Inaction with regards to an American response to the 

violence, the perceived betrayal by Carranza and Obregon of the businessmen 

and people of El Paso, and nationalistic pride of each nation worked to further 

infuriate those Anglos who would take part In the violence against Mexicans. 

In an article entitled, "Our Gringo Amigos: Anglo Americans and the 

Tejano Experience," Arno\do De Leon argues that "Tejano history cannot be 

explained neatly as one of a monolithic Anglo society set In Its oppression of 

Mexican Americans."̂ ® De Leon continues by outlining three factors arguing for 

a more "multi-dimensional" view of Anglos In the history of Texas. In the third of 

these factors he points out that "Chicano history over the last two decades has 

informed us that forces aside from white racism lie at the base of Tejano 

disadvantage."^^ 

The points that De Leon presents are exemplified by the murders at San 

Ysabel and the violence that broke out in El Paso as a result. Racism and 

associated attitudes towards Mexicans no doubt played a very Important role in 

°̂ Arnoldo De Leon, "Our Gringo Amigos: Anglo Americans and the Tejano Experience," 
East Texas Historical Journal. Volume 31, 2, 1993: 72. 

" Ibid. 
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the Anglo reaction towards Mexicans in January of 1916, but there were, as 

noted above, many other factors causing the violence to take place In the border 

city when It did. It would be a mistake to focus, at least in this case, on solely 

racial factors or attitudes. 

The historiographical discussion of the first chapter noted numerous 

authors and historians who have, to varying degrees, discussed the events 

surrounding the San Ysabel Massacre. It was also stated that much of the 

reason behind the apparent neglect of the events surrounding the incident at San 

Ysabel was a result of many authors viewing this historical event as either 

"Mexican" history or "Mexican American" history. In addition to this point it Is also 

Important acknowledge that so many historical works have not given the San 

Ysabel episode a great deal of coverage due to It being relegated to an 

Introduction, of sorts, to Villa's raid In Columbus. 

What happened along the railway west of Ciudad Chihuahua in January of 

1916 and the events surrounding It must be viewed and analyzed from the 

perspective of Borderlands history If It Is to be adequately understood. Viewing 

the San Ysabel Massacre through Mexican history only allows for a partial view 

and does not acknowledge what was taking place In El Paso and the rest of the 

United States. Likewise, viewing the riot in El Paso from the perspective of 

Texas history or Mexican American history precludes understanding the event 

and the factors that caused it from the Mexican perspective. This thesis has 

worked to achieve a more complete understanding of the San Ysabel Incident by 
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bnnging together Mexican, Mexican American, and Texas history and analyzing 

growing crisis that was taking place from a Borderlands perspective. 

During the Mexican Revolution, Mexican and Anglo relations along the 

border were In constant change. In addition to this, the relationship between the 

two ethnic groups often varied at different locations along the border, such as El 

Paso and South Texas during the raids associated with the Plan de San Diego. 

This realization further argues for a Borderlands perspective being applied due to 

the varying impact of the Revolution on the border at different times during the 

tumultuous decade. 

Finally, the San Ysabel Massacre and the events surrounding It deserve 

an important place in understanding the impact of the Mexican Revolution on 

ethnic relations. This thesis has worked to bring about a better understanding of 

what happened and why. In his book examining the history of El Paso, W.H. 

Timmons, writing specifically about the relationship of the Mexicans and Anglos 

wrote, "Yet to date nether of these highly diverse cultures has absorbed the 

other. Rather there exists a distinctive border culture neither Latin American nor 

North American, but something of both."^^ This important event, which had a 

great impact on El Paso during this period. Illustrates well the continual 

interaction and changing relationship between Mexicans and Anglos In this 

border city. 

^̂  Timmons, 303. 
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APPENDIX 

A LIST OF THOSE KILLED AT THE 

SAN YSABEL MASSACRE^ 

1. Anderson, Maurice 
2. Couch, A. 
3. Coy, B. W. ("...a native Canadian and a naturalized American...")' 
4. Enders, Joe 
5. Evans, T. M 
6. Hall, Alexander 
7. Hase, H. C. 
8. Johnson, Thomas 
9. McHatton, R. P. 
10. Newman, G.W. 
11. Pearce, W. D. 
12. Pringle, C. A. 
13. Robinson, E. L (English) 
14. Romero, M. R. (Mexican American) 
15. Simmons, R. H. 
16. Wadleigh, Charles 
17. Wallace, W.J. 
18. Watson, C. R. 
19. Woom, J.W. 

' New York Times. January 13, 1916, 2; Dallas Morning News. January 13, 1916,1, 3. 

^ New York Times. January 12, 1916, 1. 
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