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INTRODUCTION 

The military has "come to the conclusion that politics are 
too serious to be left to the politicians." 

—Charles DeGaulle 

The rash of military coups in Sub-Saharan Africa dur

ing 1965 and 1966 focused attention on the role of the armed 

forces in underdeveloped nations. While there has been a 

history of military coups in other areas where there are 

underdeveloped nations, this type of event was a new phenom

enon for Africa south of the Sahara. Latin America experi

enced a wave of coups in the 19̂ +0's, saw a lessening of 

military rule after 1955t only to have the problem return 

after I96O. In the Middle East, such events have been a 

continual part of Arab history since the failure of the 

Arab League to win the Israeli War in 19^9. To the east, 

many of the Asian nations have gone through military coups 

or coup scares since 1958. Thus Africa has joined the other 

major areas of the underdeveloped world where the military 

have become a force with which to be reckoned. 

The major aim of this thesis is to examine the military 

as a historical, political and social force throughout Sub-

Saharan Africa. A general discussion of the military as a 

Fred Green, "Toviard an Understanding of Military 
Coups," Africa Report. XI (February, I966), 10. 



factor in the undeveloped aroĉ s and of the various roles 

the military tend to have in all of these nations will 

accent Africa and the Middle East because they tend to form 

a unit separate from Latin America and Asia. The areas of 

the Middle East and Africa are not only connected geo

graphically i also it appears that the military in Sub-

Saharan Africa has adopted the same attitude toward parti-

cation in government as the military forces of the Middle 

East have had for some time. This hypothesis rises from 

the impression that the military of the two areas came to 

power for same basic reasons. 

This thesis will attempt to answer some of the major 

questions concerning the role of the military in vmder-

developed nations, particularly those in Africa. A fevx of 

these questions to be answered are: what can and what has 

the military as an organization accomplished in the area 

of modernization while not in control of the government; 

why does the military take control of the governments of 

Africa and other non-industrialized areas; what are the 

prospects for success or failure of the military leader

ship in achieving its goals for development in the nations 

in which it has gained controlled? 

The Ghana coup of February 2k, I966 will be discussed 

in detail. It is a representative coup in many ways—in the 

strategy used by the Ghanaian military leadership, the 



stated reasons for the coup, and its immediate results. As 

with all historical events, this coup also was unique in 

many ways. In addition, it was the single most significant 

coup during the years I965 and 1966 because it removed from 

the ranks of African leadership Kwame Nkrumah, the man who 

led the first Black African nation to Independence. 

The term coup d*etat (or its shorter form coup) is 

defined in Webster's Third New International Dictionary as 

"a sudden decisive exercise of localized or concentrated 

force unseating the personnel of government." John T. 

Zadrozny's Dictionary of Political Science considers it 

"a sudden decisive overthrow of a government—frequently 

by use of force." These definitions of the term establish 

no limitation on the membership of the group that takes 

control of the government—it could be students, business

men, government officials, peasants, foreign guerrillas, 

or any group desiring to oust the government. These defi

nitions coincide with the definition of the term used here 

except that in this thesis the discussion of a coup d'etat 

is limited to a sudden, but not necessarily violent, over

throw of a government by the legally constituted armed 

forces with the leader of the newly formed government gen

erally being a member of the armed forces of that nation. 

This approach limits the group of people who may take 



con+--rol of the government to the regular military and estab-
2 

llshes the theoretical framework for thi53 thesis. 

2 
Sources for this thesis are primarily secondary due to 

the unavailability of African documents in American libraries 
and recentness of the events. Ghana is the only African 
nation that has published an official account of the events 
during its 1966 coup. The author has been unable to locate 
that document in an American library. 
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Char'TER I 

THE ROLE OF THE MILITARY IN THE 

UNDERDEVELOPED AREAS 

The military in Sub-Saharan Africa and in other devel

oping areas of the world has a variety of roles. Beyond 

the defense of the nation, in the opinion of military 

leaders in these areas its primary role is to move the 

nations toward modernization. This chapter will examine 

the view of modernization held by the elites in these new 

states, review the history of the change of the military 

from an reactionary institution to a modernizing institu

tion, and describe the role of the military in the attempt 

to achieve modernization under the control of a civilian 

government. 

From the first, it must be noted that the armed forces 

in the underdeveloped viorld have a different vievr of their 

nature and roles than that of the military in developed 

areas. While the military in the developed areas is usually 

considered to be quite conservative and striving for the 

maintenance of the status ouo. the military in the nevr states 

is not only the most technically modernized of all institu

tions, but it is in many instances attempting to produce a 

modern nation and to change the traditional political, social, 

and economic institutions of that nation. The military 
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leadership has become ideologically separated from the tra

ditional institutions in the nation, such as tribes and 

local government, and have moved toward a modernizing posi

tion. They are only one of several elites in most new 

•nations that desire to see a modern nation. 

Who are the elites of the new states and what does it 

mean to them to be modem? The elites are those who tend 

to be educated, politically motivated and knowledgeable 

about the world outside their nation. They tend to be em

ployed as civil servants, in industry, and in the military. 

Edward Shils, a specialist in civil-military affairs, de

fined the attitude of modernization when he stated. 

Among the elite military or othervxise of the nevf 
states, to be "modern" means to be dynamic, con
cerned with the people, democratic, and egali
tarian, scientific, economically advanced, 
sovereign, and influential.-^ 

A few of these Ideals have special meaning in the emerging 

nations. 

What does the word democracy imply to these elites? 

It actually implies a variety of practices which the military 

could have a role in establishing. First, it means a desire 

to see the power of the traditionally privileged reduced. 

Secondly, it Involves the drive for universal sufferage even 

^Edward Shils, "The Military in the Political Develop
ment of the New States," The Role of the Fiilitary in Under
developed Countries, ed. by John J. Johnson (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, I962), p. 9. 
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if t!*c voting occurs with a one party system. Thirdly, to 

produce a form of democracy it means universal education 

and equal access to opportunities to high positions for all 

the people. These are the goals of the elites yjho seek a 

"democracy" for their nations. 

To many of these elites modernization means to be 

scientific. The modern states must stand against the prac

tice of divination, magic and astrology as guidelines to the 

construction of policy and society. These elites tend to 

feel that progress rests upon a rational technology which is 

basically scientific knowledge. They also have the desire 

to use knowledge gained by scientific research for the good 

of all the people. To them the method of directing the 

average citizen toward a scientific viewpoint of the vrorld 

Is through an educational program directed tovrard all ages. 

A nation is not modern unless it is economically ad

vanced in the opinion of many of these elites. To be "eco

nomically advanced" means to be somevjhat industrialized and 

to have a rather high per capita income. Economic improve

ment is one of the major goals of the majority of the elites 

in all of the nev: states. To gain this type of advancement 

requires planning, employment of economists, construction 

of new industries, building transportation systems, produc

ing fertilizer, agricultural research, forestry research, etc. . 

All of this requires the latest techniques of administration. 
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To most of the elites, tnerefore, and particularly to 

the military elite, to be modern calls for the primacy of 

technology, a technological outlook, and for personnel with 

technological training. The military may have a large part 

in the production of a modern state. An explanation of how 

the military leadership began to desire a modernized state 

must begin with the history of change within the pre-colonial 

armies. 

The military tends to be one of the most modernized 

sectors in the majority of underdeveloped nations. How did 

this occur? A primary reason for this event is that the 

military was one of the first organizations in these nations 

to become Westernized. The traditional leaders in the Mid

dle East in the latter half of the nineteenth century at-

tempted to borrow the "cutting edge" of Western society, 

or as in the case of the African colonies, the institution 

was imported Intact by the colonial administrators. The 

phrase "cutting edge of Western society" in this case means 

the importation of the weapons and tactics of vrarfare devel

oped in the West. The Ottoman Turks and lesser governments 

in the Middle East borrowed military Instructors from Euro

pean nations to train their armies and such men came 

Hans Daalder, Role of the Military in the Emerpiing 
Countries (The Haguel Institute of Social Sciences, 1962), 
p. 10. 



automatically with the occupying army of the colonial rower. 

In either case, these instructors, particularly those from 

Great Britain and France, helped diffuse Western attitudes 

toward social change and democratic government forms into 

the officers and men they trained. The armed forces* acqui

sition of modem military weapons systems, that is every

thing above a lance or a smoothbore musket, placed them in 

position of power above the traditional leeuiershlp because 

the army leadership could control more actual force. The 

army was then in a position that it could force its ideas 

about politics and technology upon the nation at the moment 

the army chose to do so. The traditional elite in the Mid

dle East and the new leaders of Independent Africa unknow

ingly produced or kept within their nations a force which 

could become the Instrument of their own destruction. 

The military in some of the underdeveloped areas has 

become the voice of the new and rising middle class. This 

is particularly true in the Middle East,in the opinion of 

the Middle East scholar Manfred Halpern. In an article 

"Middle Eastern Armies and the New Middle Class," Halpern 

illustrates that while In the past the array tended to be 

only a tool for the ambitions of an individual, that situa

tion is no longer true. This change by the military to the 

voice of the middle class can be, in part, attributed to 

the type of men who have been attracted to the military and 

who have become career officers. 
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The failure of the traditional elite of the land
owner and propertied bourgeois to expand the 
civilian economy and to give greater responsi
bility and status to the civilian bureaucracy 
turned ambitious young men toward the army, one 
of the underdeveloped nations few expanding mod
e m bureaucratic organizations.^ 

The army became a channel for upward mobility for educated, 

lower class males who have the desire to see social changes 

occur in their nation. This was certainly the case in the 

Middle Eastern nations and might have occurred in Sub-Saharan 

Africa, although at present there is not enough substantial 

evidence to support this conclusion. 

The rejection of the traditional and tribal mores, 

norms, status, and conditions of their nation by the mili

tary elite can be partially attributed to its level of edu

cation. One of the products of the military leadership's 

education has been their ability to compare the existing 

civilian political structure to the Westernized military 

system. In such nations as Egypt, Ghana, Nigeria, and 

others the military leadership saw that advancement in the 

civilian political system vras through corruption, bribery, 

and nepotism while merit and loyalty advanced one in the 

military. The traditional elite in such developing nations 

demonstrated inertia. Inefficiency, and skepticism about 

^4anfred Halpern, "Middle East Armies and the New 
Middle Class," The Role of the Military in Underdeveloped 
Countries, ed. by John J. Johnson (Princeton: Princeton 
University, I962), p. 256. 
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twentieth century technology, while the military accepted 

and utilized technology, not only to advance its military 

might, but also to advance its people. 

The military leadership in a number of underdeveloped 

nations has become progressive and has created modem orga

nizations that are seeking definite political, social, and 

economic changes within the nations. This formation of a 

Westernized institution and the Ideology of dynamic social 

change which prevails with the men who comprise it, oc

curred in some instances as a result of ironic historical 

circumstances. The traditional rulers in a niamber of na

tions borrowed from the West the men and weapons they be

lieved viould keep them in power. Actually they vxere 

forging the knife that would someday cut their reins of 

power to the nation. 

While under the control of the civilian government, 

the military can and has performed the role of a nation-

builder. First, there is the Impact of the military upon 

the .individual that leads to social changes in some areas. 

The very fact that the recruit must break his 
ties and associations with civilian life and ad
just to the more Impersonal world of the army 
tends to emphasize the fundamental nature of the 
process of modernization, which Involves the 

Halpern, "Middle East Armies," p. 259. 
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movement out of the particularistic relationships 
of traditional life into the more Impersonal so
ciety,? 

A new and rapid formation of attitudes toward the tra

ditional culture occurs when a traditionally oriented person 

enters the military. Some marked characteristics of this 

process are: (1) the military situation provides for a 

relatively high degree of psychological security,thus pre

venting individual and group disorganization while proceed-

ing through a period of rapid social change; (2) the indi

vidual tends to be introduced to more mental and physical 

changes than normally occurs to a person who undergoes the 

process of urbanization which is now occurring in many of 

the new nations; and (3) it provides for some training in 

citizenship which assists the individual's growth of national

ism. The traditional man can, in a number of cases, be trans

formed through military service into an individual who can 

fit into a modernized society. 

The military may be a factor in change that is national 

in scope. Here the military may perform a niimber of tasks 

without controlling the government. First, it can assist in 

the integration of various ethnic groups into the national 

community. This has been of particular value to the new 

'Luclen W. Pye, "Armies in the Process of Political 
Modernization," The Role of the Military in the Underdeveloped 
Countries, ed, by John J. Johnson (Princeton: Princeton Uni
versity Press, 1962), p. 80. 
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nations of Africa where an individual's tribal loyalty can 

restrict his growth of national avrareness and loyalty. 

Secondly, it assists the nation through the teaching of 

skills useful for economic development. For example, the 

military trains men to operate twentieth century equipment 

and when this person retvims to civilian life, he may have 

become a more valuable citizen to the nation as a whole, 

thus assisting in the spread of social change. 

The above results tend to be intangible items of social 

change, but the military has provided many tangible items 

for the new nations also. Citizens of the United States 

should be familiar with this role of the military, because 

it was the United States Army that explored the West and 

built bridges and dams along with various other internal 

improvements. There is no hard and fast line that can be 

drawn betvxeen military and civilian production in many in

stances. Substantial benefits may arrive from military 

expenditures that assist the nation in the areas of economic 

development. For example, the army builds an elaborate road 

system supposedly for the rapid transit of troops, but this 

does not preclude the fact that civilians cannot use it dur

ing time of peace for trade purposes. Transportation, pub

lic utilities, and communication systems have been constructed 

in underdeveloped countries for military purposes and have 

assisted in the extension of social change in these nations. 
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It is not difficult to demonstrate that the military 

without political control can play a major role in social 

change in underdeveloped nations. In Africa and the Mid

dle East, the military forces are striking at illiteracy, 

disease, lack of technical knowledge, and general educa

tion, not only among their recruits, but also in the gen

eral public. In conclusion, no doubt exists that the mili

tary has and can accomplish much while out of poî er, but 

with political control, it has a potential to do much more 
p 

along these lines. 

o 
In Chapter III, a discussion will be presented of how 

the armed forces of the Individual African nations are at
tempting to achieve the goal of national modernization. 



CHAPTER II 

THE COLONIAL BACKGROUND OF AFRICA'S ARMED FORCES 

The character and actions of Africa's armies have been 

Influenced by the legacy of the European colonial creators, 

who for more than seventy-five years controlled over 90 per 

cent of the African continent. Each of the European nations 

followed different policies and practices for their colonial 

holdings and armies. All of the nations in Sub-Saharan 

Africa have many common liabilities, but each is unique in 

the principle guiding the development of its institutions 

and its capacity to face the challenges of Independent state

hood. Given the short time of their Independent existence, 

what these nations are and what they will become in the 

next few years has been to a large degree determined by 

their colonial experience. 

One of the unusual features of Sub-Saharan Africa is 

that it is one of the few areas of the world which has been 

comparatively Isolated from major military conflicts during 

the twentieth century. This partially is a result of its 

geographic Isolation, particularly to the Sahara Desert's 

prevention of Invasion of the southern three-quarters of 

the continent from the north. Secondly, with three excep

tions, Africa has been almost completely controlled by 

Great Britain and France after the partition by the Berlin 

15 
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Conference of I885. Since these two powers were a!lll'*'l In 

the two World Wars, no fighting occurred among their African 

colonies. Limited combat did occur in Sub-Saharan Africa 

between Anglo-French and German forces in the former German 

colonies, in World War I, between Italian and Ethiopian troops 

in the mid-1930's, and between Allied and Italian forces in 

Ethiopia during World War II, 

From the time of paor'tition the Western nations con

cerned with Africa attempted to minimize actual or potential 

military conflict on the continent by various types of inter

national agreements. The European powers not only estab

lished the principles for a peaceful partition of the Afri

can continent at the Berlin Conference, but they also laid 

doT̂ n guidelines for future peaceful divisions of the area. 

There was an effort by John Kasson, the American delegate 

at the Berlin Conference, for the permanent neutralization 

of a large area in the middle of Africa knovm as the Con

ventional Basin of the Congo. He argued that "Middle Africa 

should not be dravm into purely European conflicts" and that 

this vast area should be spared "the destructive effects of 

foreign wars."" While this proposal failed because of 

strong French objections, reoccurring attempts were made to 

Q 
^James S. Coleman and Belmont Brice, Jr., "The Role of 

the Military in Sub-Saharan Africa," The Pole of the Military 
in Underdeveloped Countries, ed. by John J. Johnson (Prince
ton: Princeton University Press, I962), p. 36I. 
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secuie international agreements on the "nonmilltarlzatlon" 

of the African peoples and the "demilitarization" of parts 

or all the continent. All would fall because of the French 

plan for using African manpower as a reservoir for her 

defense establishment. The latest such suggestion is that 

the African continent be one of the non-nuclear areas of 

the world, proposed in the Non-Prollferatlon of Nuclear 

Weapons Treaty. 

While "demilitarization" was sought and actual fighting 

was minimal, armies did exist. The colonial experience and 

its legacy has helped to determine the type of armed forces 

today's African leadership has to control. The colonial 

policies of the three major European imperial powers— 

Britain, Prance, and Belgium—were different in many ways, 

ranging from the basic theory of control to the actual type 

of army created and the role it has today. Thus each of 

these colonial legacies must be examined separately. 

The colonial powers and their predecessors created 

different types of armies in Africa, The Colonial Army was 

a form of military organization that continued to exist 

until recently. It consisted of "native troops" and was 

represented by the French tirailleurs senegalais, German 

Askarls. Belgian Force Publique. and the British King's 

African Rifles. The officer corps was generally all Euro

peans, who had the traditional colonial and racial attitudes 
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toward the "natives." The second type of army is the Putsch 

Army, It contained the same organizational pattern as the 

former colonial power's army but contained a highly profes

sional and politically oriented native officer corps. This 

army derived its name from its tendency to lead coups. The 

third type of army was the Palace Army which contained a 

corps of professionals in both the officer and rank-and-

file units. It was designed to uphold the "Establishment" 

and tended to keep the status quo in the nation. The best 

examples of this type of army were found in Moracco, Libya, 

and Ethiopia. The type of army that grew out of a desire 

to oust the established colonial power was the Revolution

ary Citizen Army. This army was an organization of special

ists in violence which desire to act as the vanguard for the 

removal of the European power. One might consider the Mau 

Mau of Kenya as an example of this type of army. These are 

the four principle types of armies that were created in 

Africa by the end of the colonial period. 

British colonial policies, both theoretical and actual, 

had major effects on the development of armies in its former 

territories. The policy of indirect rule or the dual man

date system, as put forth by Lord Lugard, was the major 

foundation of rule throughout all of British Africa. This 

policy allowed the traditional tribal rulers of a region to 

remain in theoretical control while the British administrator 
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was placed in actual control over him. This method of rule 

was formulated princlply because it placed minimal economic 

and msmpower pressure on the home Islands. This policy de

centralized the responsibility of control, including the 

maintenance of security. 

The maintenance of security was the primary reason for 

the establishment of local armed forces in the British 

African areas. The British established and maintained local 

colonial aonnles only to police the colonies and to prevent 

or dampen tribal warfare, riots, or civil disorder. Only 

in a very limited sense were they to protect the colony from 

another nation. The British did not plan to use these forces 

to supplement the regular British armed forces unless there 

was a dire emergency. Not until World War II were Africans 

in the British armed forces allowed to serve outside Africa. 

It was British policy to treat each colony or terri

tory as a separate entity. The result of this policy was 

the development within the British colony of an army hav

ing its ovm special features. For example, the only 

Sub-Saharan African state to emerge from the colonial era 

with a well equipped, \iell trained, and modern army was 

the Republic of Sudan. The major reason for the British to 

create such an army was the Sudan's strategic location be

tween the Middle East and East Africa. The army vjas created 

in 1924 and large numbers of Sudanese served in the British 

file:///iell
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forces in North Africa during World War II. After the war 

only limited demobilization of the army occurred because it 

was to serve as a check to Egyptian unrest. It was also 

considered a possibility that the Sudanese army would re

place the Indian army which had always been an Important 

segment of British colonial forces. The development of 

Sudan's forces was quite different from the other British 

armies in Africa because British policy makers desired it 

to be different. 

The armies created in British West Africa were small, 

ill equipped, poorly trained, and had European officers 

until the time of independence. The British knev? they had 

little to fear in and near West Africa; therefore, they did 

not feel the need to create effective fighting forces. 

The armies that were created in this area became part of 

the Royal West African Frontier Force (RV/AFF), but they con

tinued to be recruited and controlled as forces from sepa

rate political units until combined for a major conflict. 

The individual units such as the Gold Coast Regiment or the 

Gambia Company were the basis of the military forces cre

ated in these Independent African nations. 

•̂ Îbid.. p. 368. 

William Gutteridge, Armed Forces in the Nevf States 
(London: Oxford University Press, I962), p. 21, 
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The militsury forces that developed in the territories 

of East Africa were parts of the famed King's African Rifles 

(KAR). These armies today are very similar in construction 

to those developed in West Africa, Created for Internal 

security reasons at the turn of the century, they were kept 

small. The large number of white settlers in this area 

desired to keep these units small and officered by Euro

peans for fear of a military mutiny. The armies of East 

Africa were in the same poor fighting condition as the West 

African forces were at the time of Independence, 

Prance's policy of utilizing her African colonies as 

sources for military manpower made her colonial armies dif

ferent from those of the other colonial povrers. The 

Senegalese tirailleurs have been used by the French in their 

wars since Napoleon's time and over 180,000 served in V/orld 

War I. The principle theory behind French colonial policy 

was called assumlatlon. The basic premise of this theory of 

administration was to make the African into a black French

man by making him learn the French language and culture. 

The policy of assumlatlon was advanced when an African 

served in the French army, because it created a situation 

in which the soldier could be thoroughly Indoctrinated by 

the French officers. If one believed that the eventual goal 

of the assumlatlon policy v̂ as to have all their African 

territories belonging to one French nation, it was illogical 
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to consider the creation of separate "territorial" aisles. 

The French recruited and developed one mass army from all 

of French Africa. This creation of one large army also 

helped to keep the force apolitical. The diversity of cul

tures and nationalities within it rendered It very unlikely 

that one colonial territory would be able to use the army 

to free itself from France. The administration of the army 

was highly centralized with the orders emerging from Paris 

and proceeding through channels to the ranks. This was very 

similar to colonial territorial administration used by 

France, The armies of former French Africa today continue 

close contact with the old metropole through a still 

largely French officer corps, military treaties, and a great 

deal of French military aid. At the time of independence 

the armies of French Africa were in better condition ma

terially and had a better esprit de corps than the armies 

in British Africa. This occurred primarily because the 

French established a military tradition in their African 

rank-and-file through their use of their African personnel 

overseas during the many French wars. 

The highly centralized control of the French was copied 

by the Belgian colonial office. The orders emerged from 

Brussels and were executed by the officials in the Congo 

without question. The Belgium colonial policy vras accurately 
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described as one of "rigous but benovant paternalism."^^ 

Many of the economic and social needs of the Congolese were 

met, but neither the native Congolese nor the white Belgian 

settler was allowed the chance for political expression. 

While the colonial government educated the Congolese in 

technical areas, it did not provide the education that would 

assist in the development of African political leadership— 

one of the primary reasons for the chaos which reigned in 

the Congo after Independence, The Belgians never allowed 

the development of a political authority structure based on 

a political party, bureaucracy, nationalist movement, or the 

army as found in the remainder of Independent Africa, Not 

one of the above groups were in the position to take con

trol of the Congo government after the Belgium colonial 

administration left the area. The power vacuum formed after 

independence was not as expected filled by the Force Publique. 

the internal security force that Belgium had created some 

years earlier, because of mutiny among the troops. This 

25,000 man army failed to develop internal cohension within 

its o\m ranks due to the absence of a Congolese officer 

corps and the tribal composition of the military units. The 

failure of the policies of the Belgian goveniment to develop 

•̂ •̂ Coleman and Brice, "Military in Sub-Saharan Africa," 
P. 379. 
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a strong political group in their colony resulted in one of 

the greatest political catastrophes in African history. 

The colonial policies of the Big Three imperial powers 

have greatly affected the formation and role of military 

establishments in Sub-Saharan Africa, They determined almost 

everything about the development of the armed forces in 

their respective colonial holdings from the method of ad

ministration of the troops to the weapon carried by the 

foot soldier. No doubt all this had an effect on the future 

of these new nations. 



CHAPTER III 

THE HISTORY OF THE MILITARY IN AFRICA 

SINCE INDEPENDENCE 

Since the military played almost no role in the acquir

ing of independence in the majority of African states, very 

few African leaders considered the role of the military in 

the plans for their new nations. Most did not know the 

functions of the military or have any knowledge of its equip

ment, organization, or capabilities. Those that had knowl

edge of the situation were hostile to plans for military 

expansion, Obafeml Awolowo of Nigeria wrote: 

There has been a great clamour in recent time for 
the enlargement of our army and our navy (such as 
we have) and for the establishment of a strong air 
force, VJhom are we arming against, ourselves or 
our neighbor? It is often overlooked that these 
things cost a lot of money. . , . Our people are 
peace-loving; and our immediate neighbors are 
friendly. No territorial claims have been made 
to our soil, and present trends suggest that no 
such claims are likely to be made on our soil in 
the foreseeable future. (I am sure that vre on our 
part have no evil designs on our ne3.ghbors either.) 
Reports that one of our neighbors /Ghana/ is making 
attempts to subvert constituted authority in Nigeria 
must not be discoimted. But the surest way to frus
trate such attempts is the prosecution of sound do
mestic policies which redound to the general well-
being of our people.13 

"'•̂ Obafeml Awolowo, A wo (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, i960), p. 307. 

25 
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A n\»nber of excellent reasons existed to dissolve the 

established colonial armies after independence. The mili

tary had not assisted in liberating the nations from im

perialistic control and at this time territorial desires 

among the African states were few. There had already been 

a general acceptance of the three principles of African co

existence formulated by Senegal's Foreign Minister, Doudou 

Thiamt (1) no consideration, historical, geographical, or 

ethnic can permit an African state to claim sovereignty 

over another or part of its territory? (2) colonial bound

aries are fixed; and (3) self-determination is the only 

criterion of change. The charter of the Organization 

of African Unity (OAU) called for "respect of the sover

eignty and territorial integrity of each member state and 

for its inalievable right to Independent existence," ^ 

All of the independent African states had signed the charter. 

Because, furthermore, the vast majority of African 
leaders claim to adhere to the doctrine of non-
alignment and to realize that in any case a na
tional army, however large, would provide no pro
tection against aggression from outside Africa, 
they argue that there is little temptation to 
undertake a purely national build-up to meet this 
threat.16 

1^ 
Doudou Thlam, The Foreip:n Policy of African States 

(New York: Phoenix House, I965), P. 76, 
^All A, Mazrul, Towards A Pax Africana (Chicago: Uni

versity of Chicago Press, I967), P. 221, 

^^, J, V, Bell, "Army and Nation in Sub-Saharan Af
rica," Adelphl Papers, No. 21 (London: Institute of Stra
tegic Studies, August, 1965)fP. 3. 
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The function of maintaiiilng internal security and 

border defense might have been left to the police in some 

nations. Paramilitary units such as the gendarmeire, fron

tier police, mobile police, and riot police existed in both 

the French and British colonies. These would have been 

much cheaper and less provocative to surrounding nations 

than even a smetll army. 

Yet, some of the African leadership believed the pos

session of a military force vras justified, partially as an 

unavoidable precaution. Dr. Nyerere once stated, "You can

not do without an army in these times, but it is clear that 

implicit, and sometimes explicit, consideration of national 

prestige enter in as well," The same considerations were 

demonstrated when M. Sylvanus Olympic explained the reversal 

of his decision that Togo should not have any army: "We 

cannot be an independent nation with an army of some sort."-*-'̂  

At the inauguration of the airoy of Niger, President Hamarl 

Diori explained to his soldiers why their nation needed an 

army. 

Henceforth, in the eyes of the world and the eyes 
of our people, you are the visible sign of our 
political Independence and of our proclaimed will 
to defend it against all aggression,18 

^^Ibid, 

18 
Freres d'Armes. April, I963 as quoted in Bell, "Army 

and Nation," p, 3. 
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In the early days of national Independence each Airlcan 

nation had the alternative of whether or not to have a mili

tary establishment. Convincing arguments existed on both 

sides of this vital question. In every case, save one, the 

decision was affirmative. If the decision had been other

wise, the various conflicts that now rage in the civil-

military area of African national life might not have exac

erbated the existing problems of the African nations. 

Any study of Africa's military must rest on an examina

tion of the various problems that afflict both the military 

and civilian leaders of these nations. All of Africa was 

faced with difficulties in the political, economic, and 

social spheres. Some were inherited, others forced upon 

the nations by events outside their control, and some origi

nated from the need for rapid development under poor and 

unstable conditions. 

. A major problem, vrhose roots were located in the colo

nial period, has been the instability of inter-African rela

tions. The boundaries of the majority of African nations 

were constructed by the colonial powers. Europeans drew the 

map of Africa to their desires, with little or no concern 

with the past or with the populace. The boundaries betvreen 

colonies and administrative areas vrere not natural, that is 

to say they did not follow the ethnic or historical bound

aries of the original peoples in these regions. V/hen the 
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African nations began to become independent, the African 

leadership accepted the frontiers of their nations as they 

had been constructed by the Europeans. This was a histori

cal key to the development of hostile relationships between 

blocs and individual countries in Africa. 

While no formal viars have occurred between African 

states to date, a niamber of cold wars have developed, such 

as those between Ghana and Togo, Ghana and Nigeria, Malawi 

and Tanzania, and Somalia and Ethiopia. The cold war be

tween Somalia and Ethiopia has escalated into border skir

mishes. Other factors have contributed to the growth of 

hostile relationships between these nations in addition to 

unstable borders; these including the rapid rise and fall 

of various Pan-African movements and organizations such as 

the Ghana-Guinea Union, the Federation of Mall, the African 

High Command, and the creation and ultimate destruction of 

voting blocs within the OAU Itself. The possibility of 

violent crises arising suddenly between a number of nations 

has Increased, such as the sharp dispute in 196^ between 

Niger and Dahomey over the treatment of each other's na

tionals and the control of the island of Lette in the Niger 

River. 

Inter-African relations, at times extremely unstable, 

have created the possibility of the use of military force 

to solve problems in foreign affairs. Until now, the 



30 

militau?y*s major role under these circumstances has been 

the maintenance of the established frontiers and to deter 

other nations from becoming aggressors. This has been 

particularly true where the grievances have been caused by 

"tribal overspill," where the traditional lands of a tribe 

overlap the artlfically established borders of two or more 

nations. For example, a number of tribal lands overlap 

the Kenya-Somaliland border and the Ewe tribe's territory 

lies between Ghana and Togo, 

The interneuL instability of some African states has 

likewise created situations where the military might be 

utilized. It is a rare African state that has not had to 

deal with subversion by tribal, political or occasionally 

religious minorities. These groups are often supported 

from the outside. Kenya has its nomadic, rebellious tribes 

supported by Somalia, Ethiopia the problem of Eritrean 

separatism that vjas aided by the Egyptians and Sudanese, 

Mall the rebellious Touaregs, and the Congo is the extreme 

case due to vxhlte mercenaries from southern Africa. 

Those African nations that are composed of approxi

mately equal tribes or regional political parties have had 

problems vrhose solution required the military, such as the 

danger of political deadlock that struck Dahomey in late 

1963 and the paralyzation of Nigeria in the general election 

of 196^, Internal situations have at times caused the 
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African leaders to call upon î neir military forces to solve 

problems by the use of force when the civilian politicians 

have lacked the strength of statesmanship to do so. 

The military has had a major role in the maintenance 

of internal security, Kwame Nkrumah,the leader of the 

internally troubled nation of Ghana, illustrated the duty 

of the army in this area when he told the young military 

cadets of Ghana: 

Ghana is passing through a revolutionary period; 
her remarkable progress, achieved in so short a 
time has aroused grinding of teeth and jealousy 
in the enemy's camp. Your duty is to assist the 
authorities against all that can put the nation 
in peril. We will not tolerate that imperialists 
and neocolonlallsts consort with traitors inside 
the country and defeat our march to unity and 
progress,17 

In the maintenance of Internal security the army was 

believed to have an advantage over the police in that it 

was neutral or could seem to be neutral to tribal or re

gional differences. The policemen must be assigned to the 

area of their ovm homes because of language difficulties 

and they have been generally placed under local control, 

thus leaving themselves open to charges of regional or 

tribal prejudice. 

It is generally true that the police, because of 
their day-to-day role in close contact with the 

%arvey Glickman, Impressions of Military Policy in 
Tanganyika (East Africa) (The RAND Corporation, November, 
1963), p. 7 as quoted in Bell, "Army and Nation," p. k. 
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ordinary citizen, are net well placed for the 
sharp action which the military arm can take; 
soldiers can subsequently be removed to a dis
tance and the inevitable resentment will in 
time subside,20 

At times in African history the ethnic or tribal compo

sition of the military prevented their use to suppress civil 

disorder. This type of problem was found in Kenya during 

the Mau Mau crises. Here the colonial government resisted 

the temptation to play one tribe against another. The dif

ficulty was to keep the delicate balance between local se

curity forces and the populace on the one hand and the un

necessary violence which could have resulted from the use 

of almost "foreign" mercenaries on the other. Although this 

example occurred prior to independence, the situation re

mained the same when an independent state might consider 

the use of the military for Internal sec\Arity problems. 

The problems of economic and social development have 

harassed almost all of Africa's nations. Some of the rea

sons for these problems are the dependence of most African 

nations on a single export crop in a period of highly vari

able world market; the effect of unproductive and often 

corruptly administered projects that were begun after inde

pendence; the problems of getting traditional peoples to 

accept modern agricultural methods and modern, balanced 

20 Gutteridge, Armed Forces in New States, p, 8. 
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diets in place of traditional and unhealthy diets; the prej

udice of the underdeveloped nation's leadership against 

technical education; and the concentration in tovms and 

cities of large groups of volatile and dissatisfied youth, 

A single set of statistics Illustrates some of these prob

lems. In Kenya between 195^ and I962 the African urban 

population climbed at a rate of almost 7 per cent each year 

while employment in the nation grev? by only .8 of 1 per 

21 cent. This movement to the urban areas complicated the 

agricult\iral problems by depopulation of the rural regions. 

Economic and social advancement throu^out Africa will be 

a long term process and the military has had a role in at-

tempting to solve these problems. 

The majority of Africa's leaders have utilized the mili

tary's skills and extensive reserve of manpower in the social 

and economic development of their nations. The differences 

in the British and French military traditions caused the 

creation of the slightly different approaches to the use of 

the military as a social and economic instrument. The armies 

of Ghana and Nigeria, before their coups, were excellent 

examples of the British tradition, while those of the Ivory 

Coast and Senegal demonstrate the French impact. 

^ h e Growth of the Economy. 1952-62, Nigerian Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Planning, I963 as quoted in Bell, 
"Army and Nation," p, 2. 
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The British tradition of a voluntary, professional armed 

force, well trained for combat, placed its use for national 

development as a secondary value. Ghanaians moderated the 

British tradition to a degree and were ideologically com

mitted to the use of the military as a national tool. The 

military was regarded as an institution in which the Ghana

ians could produce a national consciousness and a sense of 

discipline and responsibility into the young people. Defense 

Minister Kofi Baako said, "While there is peace, our soldier 

should help wage war on poverty. Ignorance, disease, and 

22 other evils which militate against advancement." Under 

Nkrumah's leadership the Worker's Brigade (formerly Builder's 

Brigade) was created and at one time had the strength of 

7,500. Although the Worker's Brigade's administration was 

assigned to the defense department, it vjas not intended to 

become a true military or paramilitary unit. In September, 

1963-, Defense Minister Boako reported the establishment of 

new units within the brigade—a farm company "to instill in 

the soldiers the love of working the land," and an auxiliary 

women's unit that "will offer employment to a great number 

of girls in a disciplined environment," ^ In 196^ the 

Africa Report. August, I962 as quoted in Bell, "Army 
and Nation," p. h, M̂r. Baako v;as speaking at a conference 
on "The Role of the Armed Forces in the Reconstruction of 
the Country." 

•̂ George Weeks, "The Armies of Africa," Africa Report. 
IX (January, 196^), 9. 
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brigade became a para-military unit with the announcement 

that "basic tactics and weapon training are to be intro

duced into the curriculum for the Ghana Worker's Brigade. 

2k 
, . ," Until that date, it had performed its social 

function fairly well, operating along the lines of the na

tion building organizations that had originated in Israel, 

The role of the military in Nigeria's social develop

ment was similar, although there was more direct political 

than social influence because of the differences in the 

governmental structures of the two nations. The federal 

system of Nigeria was loosely organized and cohesion tended 

to be maintained by a balance of force between the three 

regions. The process of creating a national consciousness 

was of critical importance but direct methods appeared un

suitable. Under these conditions an awareness emerged of 

both the value of a cohesive federal organization such as 

the army and the problem of using it positively to dim 

tribal differences. It was certainly in this nation that 

a cohesive military unit, living with their families in a 

tightly knit community, could have been helpful in the task 

of nation-building. The individual soldier's contact with 

one another, combined with the Insistence on a common 

2k 
Neville Brown and W, F, Gutteridge, "The African Mili

tary Balance," Adelphl Papers. No. 12 (London: Institute of 
Strategic Studies, August, 196^), p, 2, 
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language for communication and instruction, could have helped 

to erode the tribal and racial differences in Nigeria,^5 A 

number of such units might have helped to prevent the civil 

war in Nigeria. However, the military forces of Nigeria 

were too small to make a major contribution with this type 

of program. They did battle against illiteracy and attempted 

to establish standards of health and hygiene. The army's 

size in relation to the total population—about 8,000 men 

out of a population of fifty-eight million—also limited its 

effectiveness. Nigeria and Ghana modified the British mili

tary tradition because they utilized their military forces 

for economic and social advancement. However, these nations 

did this after the creation of a professional, British style 

army. 

In French-speaking Africa the utilization of the mili

tary in the role of social development was a tradition in

herited from the French Colonial Army. This tradition has 

been refined and changed to an extent due to the example of 

Israel, which provided most of these nations with military aid, 

The French Colonial Army used conscription to fill its ranks 

with men who could carry out its important social and admin

istrative tasks. For example, until I965. 80 percent of the 

2^ •^Gutteridge, Armed Forces in New States, p. 13. 
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French doctors in Africa belonged to the Service de Sante 

des Troupes de Marine.^^ As President Houghouet statedi 

The state demands of the youth to prepare to shed 
their blood, if need be, to give their life in 
order to safeguard the judicial Independence of 
the state. In the future the state will ask the 
youth to give their sweat to defend the state's 
true independence, that is to say its economic 
independence.27 

The last request was to be fulfilled in two manners. 

Most significant was the utilization of the professional 

skills of the military in economic development. President 

Leopold Songhor of Senagal held: 

Finally we value the Army's participation directly 
and actively in the development of the country by 
furnishing us for nothing laborers without special
ties, simple diggers. But while working these 
units will be combined with trained technicians, 
completely knowing and commanding the most modem 
machines of the age. Our Air Force guarantees 
the transportation to the most difficult of areas 
and urgent medical evacuations. The Navy is 
charged with the surveillance of the shores and 
the rivers, and checks the fishing.28 

Secondly, the political leaders desired to use the French 

tradition of compulsory military service to unify the youth-

"The expression of the nation is supporting it when the na

tional unity strains from the pull of ethnic groups, and 

26 
Bell, "Army and Nation," p. k. 

27 
Freres d'Armes. June, I963 as quoted in Bell, "Army 

and Nation," p. 5. 
?8 
Freres d'Armes. Jime, I963 as quoted in Bell, "Army 

and Nation," p. 5. 
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from the hostile contacts within the population"^^—and as 

a method of spreading technical training, particularly in 

farming. The law establishing required service in Mall is 

an example of this objectivei 

This law, inseparable from a rising of cultural 
and professional standard of the youth, is based 
on the practical acquisition of all the correct 
techniques to Improve the life of the rural com
munities and to assist in the readaption of the 
unemployed city youth. . . . Upon returning to 
their villages, the youth of the Civic Service 
will contribute, by their enthusiasm and their 
knowledge, in the renewal of harsh country and 
in the development of the economic of Mall. . . . 

Your Republic of Mall guarantees: 

(a) an Instruction in the fundamentals: 
reading, writing, arithmetic; 

(b) a civic education, military and even 
agriculture; 

(c) instruction in the use and repair of 
machines.30 

There developed in former French Africa a number of 

minor differences in detail of the implantation of social 

roles of the military. The basic goal was to provide a 

combination of technical and military training to all 

soldiers. 

The Ivory Coast, with its badge of a rifle and hoe, 
has been perhaps the best known case; after a first 
year of military training, young recruits have gone 

"jeune Afrlque, December 27, 1962, as quoted in Bell, 
"Army and Nation," p, 5« 

•^Afrlque Contemporaine. July, 196^, as quoted in Bell, 
"Army and Nation," p. 5. 
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for their second year to an army school for civic 
action near Abidjln organized by an Israeli mission, 
and thence to six large cooperative farms elsewhere. 
The French military mission provided a professional 
agriculturalist to act as advisor to each of the 
campagnie d'anclens charged with setting up an Army 
Development Camp.^i 

This French concept of the role of the military began to 

spread to Commonwealth Africa before the beginning of the 

long series of army mutinies and coups had an Impact in many 

of the former British colonies. 

The military has had roles in Africa beyond the attempts 

to solve national problems. One of the major roles, as 

previously stated, was the maintenance of established bound

aries. While attempting to achieve this goal, the military 

has created new problems or situations that have had an ef

fect on the policy making decisions in most African nations. 

The majority of African armies have created border units 

whose duty was to patrol their nation's boundaries in search 

of smugglers, alien nationals, rebel forces, etc. The 

greater the border to be patrolled the higher the emphasis 

on mobile forces. This placed a great strain on the under

developed nation's source of technically trained manpower, 

which in turn caused an Increased reliance on foreign mili

tary advisors and aid. This also caused a hue and cry for 

a navy and air force to supplement the ground forces in 

their effort to protect the nation. 

31B ell, "Army and Nation," p, 5, 
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The African military leadership's desire for modern 

equipment and technically trained personnel had an Impact on 

determining the nation's foreign policy. In actuality, it 

was a side effect of the military's Influence on foreign 

affairs, but it is of significance for three reasons. First, 

it split the African nations into a number of blocs. These 

blocs differed over the issues of how and from whom aid 

should be received. Secondly, the internal politics of many 

African states were effected by this issue. The political 

parties split on these issues in many cases and there is 

evidence that the issue of military aid might have been of 

importance in the coups. Thirdly, these blocs of nations 

and internal political parties appeared to split along the 

lines of the Cold War. In other words, a number of nations 

wanted to see the influence of the West decreased in Africa 

and increased dependence on the Russians and the Chinese 

for military assistance. 

The nations of Africa remain dependent in a variety of 

ways on the developed nations. In the past the majority of 

these nations were single-dependency states—that is, they 

depended on one nation for the majority of their foreign aid, 

both civilian and military. In almost all cases these na

tions depended on the former metropole to supply aid. A 

tendency emerged for the African nations to seek a diversity 

in the nations from which they receive military aid. This 
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des?"^ to create a multiple-dependency state is a logical 

consequence of their neutralist foreign policy. 

The more "positive" or "pure" the neutralist 
orientation, the greater the effort will be to 
distribute dependence among other neutralist 
states as well as the East and Western blocs.32 

The reason for this tendency is easily understandable. The 

lessening of dependency on the former metropole made a 

nation appear more Independent and strengthened the feeling 

of being truly free. By diversifying the number of nations 

from which one received aid, one encouraged competitive bid

ding by the East-West nations, thereby increasing the amount 

of aid offered. This also rendered the governing elites 

less vulnerable to attacks from the opposition that they 

had given in to a particular nation or group of nations. 

There were also many practical reasons for an African 

nation's desire to continue their dependency upon a single 

nation, usually their former colonial ruler. In many fields 

diversity is a positive objective; hovjever, in the military 

there are many advantages in the maintenance of dependence 

on a single nation's military aid. This will mean that 

there will continue to be only one standard in training pro

cedures and supplies. The armed forces of any state must 

have standardized weapons, ammunition,and training to create 

P. 385. 

32 
Coleman and Brice, "Military in Sub-Saharan Africa," 
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an effective fighting force. Thus, there are a number of 

practical considerations in favor of a single dependency 

while there is a strong political impulse to diversify 

dependence, 

Dr, Julius Nyerere of Tanganyika explains some of the 

problems of the African states in attempting to achieve 

diversity in the following manner: 

Ideally I would have preferred to see our army 
trained by a joint Commonwealth mission. . . . If 
the Commonwealth and the small powers are unwilling 
or otherwise unable to help, my duty was to ensure 
that I would not put my country into the hands of 
fimy single major power for military assistance. 
The need, therefore, was to secure some kind of 
balance. , . , The army that proved Itself disloyal 
to my government was not one that was trained by 
the Chinese, There is always some element of risk 
about having an army at all In an undeveloped coun
try, but since you cannot do without an army in 
these times, the task is to ensure that the offi
cers and men are Integrated into the Government 
and party so that they become no more risk than, 
say, the Civil Service, , . . 

Partly then diversification is a matter of exter
nal politics but partly also an attempt to solve 
the internal political problem of army loyalty by 
abandoning the Western and particularly the Brit
ish tradition of an elite force in favor of that 
of "an army Integrated into the national life,"33 

As previously stated, the character of dependency is, in 

part, determined by the predisposition of foreign powers to 

supply the African states with military aid. In Africa the 

•̂•̂M, J, V. Bell, "Military Assistance to Independent 
African States," AdelPhi Papers. No. 15 (London: Institute 
of Strategic Studies, December, 196^), pp. 1-3. 
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confrontation between East crA West has yet to become as 

well defined as it has in some other areas of the world. 

There have been suggestions in the South Atlantic Treaty 

Organization for the West, in a collective manner, to take 

the responsibility for the defense of Africa against a pos

sible Russian drive through the Middle East or, more likely, 

against Communist-inspired Insurrection from within. 

It is significant that in Europe most of these 
proposals have come from Frenchmen, for France, 
consistent with this logic, has signed defense 
treaties with the countries of the former com
munity, and maintain a considerable /as of late 
196̂ 7̂. if shrinking, military establishment in 
these territories. Nevertheless It Is apparent 
that the French have decided not to rely on 
military means to ensure the maintenance of 
friendly governments—the cooperation of any 
government can be ensured by the realities of 
economic dependence on France,3*̂ -

The French began to "redeploy" their troops in I965 because 

of the economic burden and the political problems attached 

to the presence of French troops in many African states. 

The French moved closer to the former British position, of 

almost always refusing to subordinate the political Issues 

to military interests. The British have maintained bases 

in Africa because of British possessions on routes to the 

Middle and Far East, although they have proved unwilling to 

keep them in operation when faced by local opposition. The 

American policy has been quite similar to the British. 

yt Ibid. 
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Her bases are not intended to maintain African 
security, nor have they been retained against the 
wishes of national governments. Whereas nearly 
10 per cent of the total of American economic aid 
has been devoted to Africa, pnly 2 per cent of her 
military aid has gone there.35 

Since 196^, the United States has reconsidered her 

policy as a result of increasing Red Chinese Interest and 

influence in some African nations. 

The Soviets and their European allies, particularly 

Czechoslovakia, have supplied the African nations with an 

extensive amount of expensive prestige weapons such as jets 

and tanks, in the hope of political advantage. This form 

of aid has tended to Increase the tensions between African 

nations. The Russians supplied most of their arms on 

credit, which had damaging or distorting effects on the 

recipients' economies, especially in the UAR. 

The military aid south of the Sahara has consisted 

mainly of small arms and training of cadets. Only in the 

UAR, Algeria, and Somalia has the aid been extensive. The 

main target of the Russian aid has been the Western Influence 

in Africa. However, according to one observer, 

In viev7 of the substantial equipment deliveries and 
the number of Russian and east German military per
sonnel on Zanzibar, it looks as if in this, as in 
other fields, their chief worry may not be the im
perialists but the Chinese.3° 

^^Ibld. 

^^Ibid., p. k. 
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The Chinese are ideological commlted to the sec
ond stage of revolution--the establishment of 
truly socialist regimes—which in their view has 
not yet been achieved anywhere in Africa.37 

It has been no part of the Chinese function therefore to 

strengthen those nations that profess "African Socialism" 

but still contain a large degree of capitalism in their 

economic systems. The economic system of China has not been 

able to produce sufficient surplus weapons to export a great 

deal to African nations. 

There has been actually no need for either side in the 

Cold War to enlarge the military forces of the African 

states in order to halt a hostile move by the other. This, 

however, has not rendered foreign military aid valueless. 

The military, as previously stated, has a vital role in the 

maintenance of internal order and stability. This is of 

importance to the Western povxers who have a vested interest 

in stability,because without order their precious invest

ments may well vanish. Another consideration of the Western 

powers is that confusion in Africa tends only to benefit 

the Commiinist powers. The West also hopes to promote an 

efficient fighting force in Africa on vjhich the United Na

tions and the OAU can draw on for peace keeping operations 

for the maintenance of international stability. The largest 

"̂̂ Ibid. 
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expense in this type of assistance is the training of offi

cers and men for guerrilla warfare. The material for such 

operations—light weapons and armor for the ground force, 

reconnaissance and transport planes, and perhaps a patrol 

boat or two—tends not to be expensive. The extent of the 

military aid given to the African nations may be seen in 

Appendix B, "The Pattern of Military Assistance." It indi

cates the vfiurlous roles the major powers in the Cold War 

are playing on the African continent. 

Foreign military aid to Africa might possibly assist 

a number of African nations in achieving one of their for

eign policy objectives. A majority of African leaders have 

expressed at the meetings of the OAU the desire to eliminate 

"colonialism" from Africa. The objectives of a military 

campaign against colonialism would be the Republic of South 

Africa, Rhodesia, and the colonies of Portugal and Spain. 

A list of basic statistical facts of the African military 

balance have been included in the Appendix to show the 

actual strengths of the opposing forces if there ever is 

such a war on colonialism. 

Prior to the coups of I965-66, a growing cleavage 

existed between the single-dependency states and the multiple-

dependency states. As previously discussed, a single-

dependency state is a state that receives its military aid 

from its former colonial ruler, and a multiple-dependency 
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state is a state that depends on a variety of nations x"or 

military aid. This disagreement was not over the merits of 

the two systems for aid, but rather over the fact that the 

militant African nationalists Interpreted the existence of 

a single-dependency situation as evidence of continued 

colonialism or neo-coloniallsm. Moreover, the majority of 

the militant African nationalists were also Pan-Afrlcanists 

and they believed that such relationships were an obstacle 

to the growth of a broader African unity. Ghana, Guinea, 

and Mali, the radical Pan-African states, considered it 

their mission to bring about total emancipation of Africa 

from European influence and then to work for the creation of 

a United States of Africa. In pursuit of this goal, at the 

Casablanca Conference held in January I96I, the radical 

African states joined with Morocco and United Arab Republic 

to create a NATO style organization which was supposed to 

guarantee their common defense and to drive the last remnants 

of colonialism off the continent of Africa. The Joint Afri

can High Command (JAHC), comprised of the Chiefs of Staff 

of the armies of the participating nations, was created but 

failed. As a result the Defense Minister of Ghana, Kofi 

Baako, asked at the first meeting of the Defense Commission 

of the OAU in I963 for the "Immediate establishment of an 

African High Command (AHC) with executive authority over 
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an army, navy, and air force to help liberate African colo-

38 
nies,"^ The difference in the JAHC and the AHC was that 

the JAHC was not to be in control of a separate army designed 

for attack on colonialism but had to deal with the different 

African armies. The AHC was to have a separate army and 

supporting units given to it to control in the fight against 

colonialism. The OAU did create such a force but little 

came of it. 

Events after 1964 illustrated the inability of the 

African armed forces to militarily drive the remaining 

colonial powers off the continent. From 1964 to I966, the 

aggregate strength of the African armed forces Increased 

from 400,000 to 480,000 (excluding Southern Rhodesia and 

South Africa), but 50tOOO ©^ this Increase was an increase 

in the United Arab Republic (UAR) army, thus,even this amount 

of increase was less important than it might appear. 

The African nations do not have the means of transport

ing their forces to the tip of Africa. A fevr of them are 

acquiring civil aircraft capable of military transportation, 

but they do not have sufficient number for major operations. 

They are Incapable of making a sea invasion because the 

African states have few ships and only the most elementary 

naval forces. While the African states do have the ability 

^William Gutteridge, Military Institutions and Povfer 
in the New States (New York: Frederick A. Praeger, I965), 
p. 161. 
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and desire to train saboteurb and guerrillas to infiltrate 

into the Portuguese colonies, and have done so, these forces 

have had little success. 

In contrast to the military weaknesses of the Pan-

African forces is the military strength of South Africa and 

Rhodesia. The Republic of South Africa has purchased and 

is producing within the' nation modern weapons capable of 

repelling a large invasion force. An examination of the 

list of basic military statistics in the Appendix will re

veal that the South African military force is almost equal 

in numbers and superior in equipment to the total forces of 

the Sub-Saharan military group. 

In addition to the vital role in both the formulation 

and implantation of domestic and foreign policy played by 

the military, it also has had a role in the economic sphere 

of a nation's life that Influenced both domestic and foreign 

policy. The main goal of the majority of African leaders 

was not aggression against South Africa, the establishment 

of a United States of Africa, the spread of neutralism, etc., 

but rather the internal development of their ovm nation. 

This was the primary reason for the discussion of the pros 

and cons of military power by some African leaders shortly 

after Independence. For example, Mr. Julius Nyerere and 

the Defense Minister John K. Smart of Sierra Leone discussed 

this issue because they "were from countries financially and 
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economically weak, in which heavy expenditures on defense 

would quickly inhibit the limited capacity for develop

ment, . . ."^^ 

As usual, when discussing African military affairs, one 

must divide the nations along the lines of the French and 

British traditions. In the so-called Brazzaville group of 

states, or those states located within the French Community, 

there was no enthusiasm for Incurring the financial burden 

involved in the construction of a sizable military estab

lishment. Three factors were involved in the eventual 

stationing of French troops in these nations to supplement 

the Independent state's forces. First, these nations needed 

and desired armies to provide the sense of security needed 

for peaceful development. Secondly, these nations did not 

desire to spend large simis of money on an army. Finally, 

the French wanted to continue ties of any type with these 

nations so they could continue their economic domination. 

President Houphouet Boigny, before the National Assembly of 

the Ivory Coast in 1962, gave a representative official 

view of a number of the smaller Francophile states on these 

matters when he stated: 

It is Important . . . to remember that France no 
longer has any strategic interests in Adidjan; 
the French troops are stationed here at our re
quest? there can be no doubt that France will be 
greatly relieved when she is asked to withdraw her 
troops. In the meanwhile, France provides our 

^^Ibid., p. 39. 
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security until we can organize our oim defense 
without indulging in heavy expenditures which will 
wreck our economic development.^0 

The former British colonies'attitude toward military 

expenditxires is based on another tradition. Here survives 

the more conventioned view that an army is part of the essen-

tifid paraphernalia of the state, as well as a symbol of in

dependence and national pride. In addition it would have 

been a considerable blow to the prestige of a number of 

former British colonies not to have supplied some type of 

military unit to the United Nation's force that partici

pated in the Congo operation. A number of African leaders 

were Influenced by this desire to retain their newly in

herited ea:Tnles, The Congo crises eventually caused a number 

of nations to Increase their military expenditures so they 

would be able to participate in future United Nation's 

operations. 

• In the early 1960's, there was the tendency by some 

African leaders to establish and expand air forces, the 

motivation for which was regarded with some suspicion by 

a n\amber of Individuals and nations. Major-General H. T. 

Alexander vfho was Nkrumah's Chief of Staff for two years, 

stated the following reasons for the creation of a Ghanaian 

air force: 

40 Ibid., p. 40. 
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An air force is of great prestige value in Africa. 
On their visits abroad, Nkrumah and his cabinet 
ministers had seen many expensive aeroplanes and 
watched flights of sophisticated jets. When dis
cussing air force matters it was hard to keep them 
down to a sense of proportion. Other countries 
had Ifiû ge sophisticated aircraft and therefore as 
they were now an up and coming independent state, 
they themselves must have such aircraft. Some 
Africans are not easily satisfied with the argu
ment that the type of aeroplane required in Africa 
is the short take-off transport aircraft, that no 
pilot, Ghanaian or otherwise, can fly a sophisti
cated jet fighter after three lessons, and that in 
any case such aeroplanes are very expensive to 
operate. Nor were they convinced by the argument 
that one squadron of sophisticated jets, even if 
acquired, can be of no possible operational value 
to the country,41 

As to Ghana purchasing and operating a naval force, 

Major-General Alexander stated: 

To my mind, the navy is the least valuable of 
Ghana's armed services. The army has proved it
self by its operations in the Congo, the air force 
could be used for civil tasks, such as running 
flying doctor's services . . . even if it is not 
required to take part in operation. On the other 
hand, Ghana can neither afford nor use a large, 
well-balanced, independent navy. A small force 
intended for antl-smuggling and patrol duties 
along the coast makes sense, but anything much 
more ambitious makes no sense unless coordinated 
with and deployed under a system of defense partner
ship with other countries with which Ghana has com
mon interests. , . . The only ships in the posses
sion of the Ghana navy in early I96O were the two 
mine-sweepers built in Britain, but plans did 
exist for ordering further ships. During my stay, 
I did everything in my power to slow up the expan
sion of an armed service vjhich I consider an 

41 
H. T. Alexander, African Tip;htrope; My Two Years as 

Nkrumah's Chief of Staff'^New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 
1965), p. 15. 
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41 
H. T. Alexander, African Ti^trope; My Two Years as 

Nkrumah's Chief of Staff'^New York: Frederick A. Praeger, 
1965). p. 15. 
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Major-General Alexander stated: 
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self by its operations in the Congo, the air force 
could be used for civil tasks, such as running 
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required to take part in operation. On the other 
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41 
H. T. Alexander , Af r ican Tip;htrope: My Two Years as 

Nkriamah's Chief of S t a f f (New York: F r e d e r i c k A. P r a e g e r , 
1965). p . 15. 
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unnecessary luxury when there were so many other 
things Ghana needed. 

It is possible that the British government did not discuss 

the Ghanaian naval situation with Major-General Alexander 

when in 1964 it "agreed to build a frigate for Ghana, pro

viding credit for 90 per cent of the cost."^^ 

In conclusion, one can readily see that the military 

has played a role in the history of the new African states. 

The military, in time of war and peace, has effected the 

economic, political, and social growth of these new states 

and its Influence grew enormously after the wave of military 

coups d'etat in Africa. 

^^Ibld., p. 16. 

^Bell, "Military Assistance," p. 4. 



CHAPTER IV 

THE MILITARY COUP IN AFRICA 

Military coups d'etat in Africa were quite unexpected 

events. The majority of the world's leadership and the 

scholars in the field of African studies did not foresee 

the possibility of a series of coups on the African conti

nent. They failed to anticipate such events because the 

so-called necesseury ingredients for coups were not thought 

to be present. In I962, Dr. Edward Shils, a professor of 

Social Science at the University of Chicago, stated: 

They /the Sub-Saharan governments/ are not threat
ened, however, by military usurpation because they 
have no indigenlous military elites such as the 
Middle East states possess, or a military elite 
which has grown out of a guerrilla warfare, such 
as exists in Indonesia or Burma.^^ 

Some scholars saw the possibilities of the military 

having a greater role in the political share in African 

nations. This realization occurred, however, only after 

the series of army mutinies in East Africa. Even then, 

few considered the possibility of real military coups and 

governments. It was stated by William Gutteridge: 

While the armed forces of Africa remain small in 
proportion to the total populations and to the 
area of the countries, they may well intervene in 

44 
Shils, "Political Development of the New States," 

P. 54. 

54 
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politics in conjunction with other elements, per
haps from the police and civil service, but they 
are unlikely to be able to consolidate their po
sitions and to establish military regimes. They 
generally lack the necessary professional cohesion 
and have not sufficient technical "knov: hovx" to be 
regarded as uniquely capable of running a co\mtry.^5 

Several generalizations about the military coup in 

underdeveloped areas need to be examined before undertaking 

a discussion of the Individual military coups in Africa. 

First, the military is one of the "heavy institutions" in 

an underdeveloped area--that is, a highly organized group 

which contains a large number of men, utilizes a relatively 

large sum of money, has a set standard of laws, and uses, 

where possible, the lastest technical advances. The mili

tary may pose a threat to civilian rule in all the nations 

of the world, but within the new nations they pose a special 

threat. Here they may dramatize the weaknesses of a new 

administration system, the uncertainty of a political sys

tem, the lack of national loyalty, and most certainly, the 

lack of confidence in the civilian government's ability 

to carry out its national role. The modern army has often 

created a dangerous "competence gap" between it and the rest 

of the institutions in some underdeveloped nations. 

Secondly, the tradition of an apolitical army is not 

strong in Africa. 

^Gutteridge, Military Institutions in the New States. 
p. 143. 
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The apolitical military traditions of the West are 
of only marginal assistance as a code to keep the 
armed forces out of politics in other regions of 
the world. When the military do stay out, they 
tend to remain on the sidelines as aloof judges 
of the political leadership. In their role they 
often measure civilian performance against an ab
stract standard that lies beyond the government's 
reach. Military officers the world over hold 
"politicians" in low esteem, but they have more 
incentive to act on this view in underdeveloped 
lands,46 

In addition, while there are a number of motives for 

coups, the major policies of the government are of growing 

importance. Coups are occurring because the military leader

ship believes that the civilian government has made incor

rect policy decisions in the areas of taxation, foreign 

policy, industrial development, land reform, budget, etc. 

The military leadership thinks the government is being 

operated Incorrectly and in some cases a military coup means 

a complete reversal of the policies of the civilian govern

ment, in short, a revolution. While causes of some coups 

are over vital Issues that concern the nation as a whole, 

there are a number of coups caused "by administrative mat

ters such as the status of expatriate military advisors, 

demobilization procedures, pay scales, and the manner of 

recruitment; but with Increasing frequency the cause of 

unrest is in a particular policy in domestic or foreign 

^°Green, "Toward an Understanding of Military Coups," 
p. 10. 
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47 affairs," ' These coups occur only because they are in the 

interest of the military leadership and organization. 

In some cases the government has been unable to move 

in a period of political crises and the military has inter

vened to break the political deadlock. There is, however, a 

rising significance of long range political motives behind 

the coup. 

Belief that the existing system Is a failure, a 
desire to weed out corruption and Inefflcience, 
an urge to make nation-building efforts more 
effective, adherence to an Ideology (however vague 
it may seem by civilian Intellectual standards), 
an urge to reorient foreign policy—all have played 
key roles in recent takeovers,48 

These then are three of the many considerations one must have 

in attempting to understand the coup d'etat. 

The coup is a recent event in African history. The 

first coup on the African continent, whose implications will 

be discussed latter, occurred in Egypt in 1952. The next coup 

happened in the Sudan in 195^. Since 1958, coups, counter-

coups, plots and conspiracies, assassination attempts, com

munal violence, and even armed rebellions have scarred the 

young lives of at least tvienty-seven of the thirty-seven 

independent African-governed nations. These began in 1958 

with the Sudanese coup and reached their high point between 

'̂̂ Ibid. , p. 11. 

48 ^°Ibld. 
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June, 1965, and March, I967. During this period coups 

caused the fall of nine African governments, ranging from 

the milltantly "African socialist" regime of Kwame Nkrumah 

to the ostensibly Western-style parliamentary democracy of 

Nigeria, 

While the Sudan and Egypt are both difficult to class

ify as belonging to either the Middle East or Africa, Egypt 

is geographically situated in Africa, but it is commonly 

cataloged as a Middle Eastern nation. This Is due to the 

predominance of the Moslem religion and to Egypt's involve

ment in Middle Eastern affairs. Since the northern part of 

the Sudan is likewise Moslem, its leadership is oriented 

toward the Middle East. The South is composed of Christian 

and animistic groups, which tend to be oriented toward Sub-

Saharan events. Because of its dual nature, the Sudan coup 

seems clearly to the first Sub-Saharan African coup. 

The primary reason for the military's ability to take 

control of the Sudan's government during the first Sub-

Saharan coup vfas the great strength of the army which rose 

out of Britain's unique construction of the army prior to 

the Independence of the Sudan. Britain had created the 

finest trained and equipped army south of the Sahara be

cause they believed it vrould be utilized to supplement the 

regular British army in its duties. In November, 1958, a 

group of senior army officers gained control of the 
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government by a bloodless coup. The military government, 

headed by General Abbod, was to be only a caretaker govern

ment to protect the national Interest during a difficult 

economic and political period. This caretaker government 

was to hold power until the return of a reformed parlia

mentary system, within six months to two years. It proved 

to be considerably longer. 

The coup was encouraged by Prime Minister Sayed Abdullah 

Khalll who believed the military would provide unity, firm

ness, and a sense of purpose for the people, ^ The first 

year of this a military-oligarchial form of government was 

marked by a struggle among competing officer factions and 

personalities for power. A series of counter-coups erupted 

in March, May, and November of 1959. The f Irst ,led to a re

shuffling of leadership, but the latter two were totally 

unsuccessful and their leaders were executed. The interim 

years to late 1964 viere marked by minor crises, such as the 

railroad strikes in the summer of I96I, but in general the 

seven-officer supreme council of armed forces continued in 

control of the nation. The growing discontent of the people 

with this form of government resulted in a series of student 

demonstrations and a general strike. On October 30, 1964, 

the military rulers were replaced a transitional civilian 

^"Military Government in Sudan: The Past Three Years," 
The World Today. XVIII (June, I962), 266. 
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government and general elections were held in May, 19'̂ 5. 

The political situation in the Sudan continued unstable, 

due to rebellions that sporadically break out in the south, 

and the army remained active in the field as an internal 

security force attempting to halt further rebellions. 

It is only in the Sudan that the results of military rule 

are obvious. The military government rule brought economic 

benefits, but because it failed to achieve certain other 

goals, it was toppled, "Since the army assumed power, the 

economic situation of the Sudan has remarkably Improved," 

concluded P. M, Holt,5^ This Improvement resulted from 

better government policies in the selling of cotton, the 

leading export crop, and an Improved world market for this 

crop after 1958. The military regime Improved communications 

and transportation throughout the nation by constructing 

more railroads and establishing airline routes. Progress 

was made toward better irrigation systems through the build

ing and improvement of dams on the Blue Nile. While economic 

achievements were Important for the Sudan as a developing 

nation, the military failed in three duties to the Sudanese 

people. In Mr. Mohamma U. Beshir's opinion, the people 

turned against the military government because it failed to 

^^P. M. Holt, A Modern History of the Sudan (London: 
Weldenfield and Nlcolson, I96I), p. 191. 
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solve the problem of the religious war in the Southern Sudan, 

51 and to give the Sudanese people any sense of purpose. It 

is for these reasons that a popular revolt began in 1964 

supported by political parties, students, trade unions, and 

civil servants. They forced General Abboud to allow the 

election of a civilian government in I965. 

The military in underdeveloped nations is not neces

sarily always a constructive force. The military mutiny 

can be one of the least constructive acts that can occur 

within a nation, and several destructive coups have occurred 

in Sub-Saharan Africa. The military mutiny in the Congo in 

July, i960 caused internal and International chaos for a 

considerable period of time. The major factor causing this 

mutiny was the discontent of the common soldier over his 

status. The Congolese Force Publique was entirely Belgian 

officered in June, i960, despite a barrage of threatening 

letters sent to the military commanders, to the effect: 

In the executive college, we Imagine that you will 
do your best to see that the poor soldier feels him
self as Independent as any other Congolese. All 
adjudants should be replaced by Congolese. We will 
not agree to 'work in any vray with officers who have 
shovm their bad faith, from Janssens (the general, 
a convinced racialist and blind as a bat) dovm to 
the most junior.52 

"̂S-Iohammed 0. Beshlr, "The Sudan: A Military Surrender," 
Africa Report. IX (December, 1964), 3. 

^ Bell, "Army and Nation in Sub-Saharan Africa," p. 7. 
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At the first sign of trouble the Commanding General, Janssens, 

gave a lecture on the need for obedience to his orders and 

wrote on the blackboard the slogan, "Before Independence = 

after independence," This meant that the status of the 

soldier was the same whether the Congo was Independent or 

a Belgium colony. The army mutiny, mass murders, and chaos 

resulted because the average soldier had found "Independence 

had passed him by" and by the inability of President Lumumba 

to make an adequate offer of compromise to the army rebels, ̂-̂  

A series of army mutinies occurred in East Africa dur

ing 1964—in Tanganyika on January 20, Uganda on January 23, 

and Kenya on the sa;ne day. All of these were quite similar 

in cause, but perhaps the most representative and signifi

cant was the one in Tanganyika. This mutiny ims related to 

the overthrov7 of the government of the Sultan of Zanzibar 

on January 12, although "the organization of the Revolution, 

the role of individuals, the amount and kind of outside sup

port, and the role played by Tanganyika remains very murky. "54 

It is knoim that Zanzibar's military leaders were involved 

in the revolt. As a result, while one might tend to classify 

that event as a coup, it would be incorrect to do so. 

^^Ibld. 

^Henry Bienen, "National Security in Tanganyika After 
the Mutiny," Transition. No. 21 (April, I965), P. 4l, 
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This coup was the first violent removal of constituted 

power in East Africa. It had an Impact on the military and 

government in Tanganyika, In the view of one authority, 

• . . impact was even greater since the overthrow 
of the Sultam's rule was made not only in the name 
of African nationalism against minority Arab rule 
supported by foreign imperialists, but it was also 
made in the nsune of a class war of workers and 
peasants against exploiters. The shock waves from 
Zcmzibaa? travelled rapidly across the narrow sea 
to Tanganyika. Legitimacy had been called into 
question,55 

The East African mutinies rose also from low pay and 

the continued rule of British officers over African non

commissioned officers and enlisted men. Such a situation 

existed according to a student of the area, because 

East African Governments were reluctant to in
crease wages since this would mean inflation of 
their budgets for non-development items. While 
the mutiny of the Force Publique in the Congo 
made leaders conscious of the dangers of a dis
gruntled military force, they felt that they 
ruled with popular support and that their armies 
would remain obedient. Moreover, the Congo vrarn-
ing cut tvro ways. Rapid Africanization of the 
army might pose difficulties for continued reli
ability of the military.56 

There are two rifle battalions in Tanganyika—one sta

tioned at Tabora and one at Dar es Salaam. On the evening 

of Sunday, January 19, the troops of the unit stationed in 

Dar es Salaam left their barracks and took control of the 

55ibid. 

^^Ibld. 
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city's key points, seized the radio station, police stations, 

airports, the State House, and the home and office of Prissi-

dent Nyerere, At first, the mutineers claimed they were 

simply asking for higher wages. President Nyerere went into 

hiding because he could not get help from the police to con

trol- the mutiny. The mutineers then proceeded to ship off 

their British officers. Looting broke out in Dar es Salaam 

and the military unit at Tabora joined the mutiny. The 

mutiny spread to Uganda and Kenya during the next week. 

The Tanganylkan army continued to ask for a wage in

crease. Neither President Nyerere nor the Minister of De

fences Oscar Kambona were able to force the troops to return 

to their barracks, not because the government did not have 

the support of the "people in general, but rather because it 

proved difficult to mobilize the people outside Dar es 

Salaam to move against the mutineers. Within Dar es Salaam 

itself, there was mass confusion, and since the army did not 

claim to be staging a coup, a vralt-and-see attitude prevailed 

even among the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU) ac

tivists. Naturally, the unarmed men feared to oppose armed 

men. On Saturday, January 25, British troops vrere requested 

to land and take control of the situation, which they pro

ceeded to do with some loss of life on both sides. President 

Nyerere had resorted to this action as a last alternative 

and only after the precedent had been established in Uganda, 
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The mutiny had a number KJI effects upon all of Africa 

as well as in Tanganyika, 

A stark fact had been driven home by the mutiny, 
Tanganyika is a country where an armed force of 
fewer than a thousand riflemen (for not all the 
battalion mutinied) could bring the Government 
dovm. Many African countries would fall into the 
same category,57 

In Tanganyika the anny was reconstructed with the ac

cent being placed on its role in national security. Presi

dent Nyerere stated: 

The task is to ensure that the officer and men are 
Integrated into the Government and Party so that 
they became no more of a risk than, say, the Civil 
Service.5o 

New recruits in the army were judged on loyalty and 

political affiliation, party membership in TANU became a 

basic qualification for selection. The company commanders 

became party branch chairmen, and the army was represented 

on the party's national executive committee. There was 

rapid and total Africanization of the officer corps and 

the troops received a large pay raise. 

The first actual military coup d'etat that occurred 

in Sub-Saharan Africa was in Ethiopia on December 13, I96O, 

While Emperor Halle Salassie was in South America, General 

Newaye led a coup with a force which contained elements of 

"̂̂ Ibid. . p. 43, 

58 
Bell, "Army and Nation in Sub-Saharan Africa," p, 6, 
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the liaperial Guard and police. General Newaye had become 

convinced of the necessity of land reform in Ethiopia and 

could see no manner by which this would be accomplished 

short of a revolution. He turned to the military and suc

ceeded in persuading his brother, the commander of the Guard, 

and other officers to assist him. These officers based their 

plea to the people for popular support on the failure of the 

Emperor to free the nation its backwardness: 

Development plans have not been executed in prac
tice and the long strides being made by the newly 
independent African states have made the people of 
Ethiopia realize that the new nations are advancing 
pretty fast, leaving the people of Ethiopia be
hind. 59 

The attempted coup collapsed on the return of the Emperor 

three days later and the Newaye brothers were executed. A 

series of reforms have followed and Ethiopia progressed 

toward a semi-democracy. 

The military force of Senegal had a direct political 

role in their nation but have not been successful in staging 

a military coup. At the time of Independence Senegal had 

no national army. It did, however, have trained manpovier 

for a military force and one of the best equipped military 

establishments in French-speaking Africa. The political 

role of the Senegolese army began in the crises involving 

who was to be the head of the government of Senegal. One of 

^^Coleman and Brice, "Military in Sub-Saharan Africa," 
pp. 402-03. 
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the two times the special units of the army have stood by 

President Senghor occurred in December, I962. This con

flict involved a contest of strength between former Prime 

Minister Mamadou and President Senghor for control of the 

government. Prime Minister Mamadou had a large portion of 

the army and its leadership on his side,thus making this 

event a combined civilian-military effort to overthrow the 

established government. The turning point in this crisis 

appears to have been the loyalty of the paratroops to 

Senghor, They captured and Isolated the leaders of the 

coup and the defiant ministers. They were able to place 

the main radio station at Senghor's disposal. The 

military-civilian relationship in Senegal is an excellent 

example of how a military force can be the pivot of politi

cal power. Individual leaders both for and against the 

established government were able to use the military to 

their personal advantages. 

The attempted coup in Senegal in I962 was the first in 

a long series of coups located in former French Africa. 

Among the major factors stimulating the rise of coups in 

this area, as well as in the rest of Africa, were the ex

amples already mentioned. Another example of an easy coup 

was the effective use of a retrained and reorganized army 

^^Weeks, "The Armies of Africa," p. 1?, 
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by Colonel Mobutu in the Con^c on September l4, 196O. David 

Wood sxxmmarizes the various causes for the French African 

coups by stating! 

To Africem soldiers aware of the French tradition 
in which they were trained, the lesson was easily 
assimilated from him and from one to another. The 
threat of economic disaster, arising from built-in 
weaknesses such as exclusive reliance on agriculture 
and the consequent lack of foreign exchange, and ex
cessive dependence on French assistance provide the 
general circimstances which are liable to invite 
local military intervention. Austerity budgets 
which have repercussions on the civil service and 
the army seems to trigger it off, but they would 
probably not do so if it were not for considerable 
disillusionment with politicians and knowledge or 
suspicion of their corruption.61 

The first major coup following the attempt in Senegal 

was in the Republic of ̂ ogo. On January 13, I963, President 

Sylvanus Olympic was assassinated. 

The overthrow and assassination of President 
Olympic of Togo was in part due to his decision to 
cut the army to the minimum for financial reasons, 
thus indicating, in the words of the revolutionary 
junta, his "profound contempt for the military." 
An additional cause of Olympic's fall was his re
fusal to recruit into the army several hundred , 
soldiers recently discharged from the French forces. ̂  

The coup in Togo was led by a former ad.judant or sergeant-

major of the French army, Bodjolle. Bodjolle was later pro

moted to the post of chief of staff. In May of I963 Mr. 

"What Happened in Dakar," Africa Report. VIII (Janu
ary, 1963). 30, 

62 
Bell, "Array and Nation in Sub-Saharan Africa," p, 8. 
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Nicolas Grunitsky became President. On January 13, I967, 

Colonel Etienne Eyadema persuaded President Grunltzky to 

"voluntarily withdraw" from office. In actuality, Grunltzky 

left office under threat of his life. It was a bloodless 

coup. On April 17, I967, Colonel Eyardena took the office 

of the President and Minister of Defense in a government 

of four officers and eight civilians. 

The first coup d'etat in Dahomey was in October of I963. 

This is a well documented coup and a more than average con

centration will be placed on this and the one subsequent 

coup that follow in Dahomey, In October of I963, Colonel 

(now Major General) Christophe Soglo removed President 

Hubert Maga. Soglo's move v/as supported by the nation's 

discontented trade unionists. Intellectuals, youth leaders, 

and other leading politicians, Maga had formed a one party 

nation in an attempt to resolve personality and trlval con

flicts betvfeen himself and two other politicians, Justin 

Ahomadegbe and Souron Aplthy, Mr. Ahomadegbe's political 

and electorlal fief vias with the Fon in the South and in 

central Dahomey. Mr. Aplthy was the representative of the 

Yoruba and Nigerian ethnic groups of the area around Porto-

Noro and eastward. Maga came from Panakou located in the 

north and tended to represent the interests of the Fulani 

and the other northern groups. The tribal conflicts these 

men represented date from events prior to the French occu

pation of the 1880's. 
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Maga had succeeded In compromising with Aplthy and had 

made him Ambassador to Francei however, Maga antagonized 

part of the nation by jailing Ahomadegbe on grounds that 

Ahomadegbe was plotting against the government. The hostil

ity of the major trade unions was aroused by forcing them 

to merge into a group that Maga could control through the 

political party. Most significant, he had indulged in lavish 

spending and was personally Involved in a series of scandals 

involving the use of public funds. One symbol of his rule 

is the magnificent presidential palace that was constructed 

by the French for §3.5 million. No one has utilized it 

since, for fear that the nation's constituents V70uld be 

antagonized unnecessarily. 

In addition to this political turmoil, Dahomey's econ

omy was in a precarious state. The nation had never achieved 

a favorable balance of payments. It had never developed an 

exportable product so it could compete with its neighbors. 

Unemployment, already high, was rising rapidly. The major 

export tended to be educated men and vromen who could not find 

employment in their ovm nation. The armed forces of Dahomey, 

small but relatively well paid, had good leadership and a 

number of the army officers had had battle experience in 

the French anny during World War II, the Indo-China War, 

and Algeria, Some of the younger officers vzere graduates 

of Ecole Polytechnique and a few had graduated from St. 
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Cyr, Colonel Soglo, a French soldier since 1931, was a 

veteran of the Indo-China War and was known and respected 

for his staunchly military attitudes. 

On October 23, I963. Colonel Soglo, as Chief of Staff, 

removed President Maga and took power himself. He held 

power until the elections that were held in January of 1964. 

Here was an unusual tribal situation. President Maga was a 

northerner who had lost control of his nation and the army 

which, also predominately northern, removed him. In the 

January elections they allowed him to be replaced by a 

southern-based coalition. In this election Mr. Aplthy be

came president and Mr. Alomadegbe was elected prime minister. 

Between Jcmuary 1964 and December I965 the new govern

ment attempted to cope with the economic ills of the nation, 

yet these became Increasingly worse. The balance of pay

ments continued to go against Dahomey and Dahomey's govern

ment was unable to attract development capital. Unemploy

ment continued to rise. Aplthy and Ahomadegbe began to be 

at odds with one another over policy matters. Large groups, 

such as the young intellectuals in the government and trade 

union officials, became increasingly dissatisfied with the 

government because of incompetantly planned austerity bud

gets and the apparent inability of leaders to improve 

either the political or economic situation in the nation. 

Ahomadegbi on November 24, I965, forced the Parte 
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Democratique Dahomeen to formally dismiss President Aî ithy 

from its ranks and to call for his resignation. Ahomadegbe 

then became president. On November 29 General Solgo led 

the army in a coup and forced AhomadegbS to resign. The 

national assembly president was appointed by Soglo to rule 

until a compromise could be constructed among the three 

main contenders for the presidency. Maga re-entered the 

political scene when he was released from detention. At

tempts of an agreement failed and the violent political war

fare between the three factions bordered on civil war. On 

December 22, Soglo, for the third and last time, seized 

power. 

The December 22nd coup was an excellent demonstration 

of why African coups have increased in the past few years. 

Success In a coup had proved so remarkably easy. Lloyd 

Garrison, a special Nexir York Times correspondent to Africa, 

described the event in the following manner: 

On Dec. 22 Gen. Christophe Soglo awoke earlier 
than usual in his attractive ranch style bungalow 
in Cotonou, the seaside capital of Dahomey. Just 
before dawn his French wife laid out his camou
flaged paratroop uniform, with medals dating back 
to the days he served in Indo-China as a French 
Army major. General Soglo donned the uniform, 
gulped a quick cup of coffee, and called out sev
eral canpanles of his 800-man army. Another Afri
can coup d'etat was on. . , , General Soglo's in
fantry was joined by Dahomey's entire armoured 
contingent. One old World War II half track vias 
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sent creaking off to a bridge. The second was 
sent to the post office. The third followed Gen
eral Soglo to the radio station.63 

As usual, this coup proved bloodless. 

General Soglo, on arrival at the radio station, pro

ceeded to announce to his nation and the world the reasons 

for a third coup. (This is modus operandi for coups d'etat 

across the world,) He said he was taking over because of 

"the incapacity of the politicians to govern," He then 

proceeded to suspend the 1964 constitution, ban all politi

cal parties,and dissolved the municipal councils. "It is 

apparent," he said, "that our country is nearing veritable 

catastrophe in which the victims vjould be the huEble workers 

of the cities and the country." General Soglo did not men

tion the name of Mr. Talrou Congacouwhom he had Installed 

as provisional president after the November coup but did, 

in recalling the event later state: "This solution was 
64 

far jfrom calming passions and has Instead revived them." 

He felt the ultimate reason for the coup lay in his desire 

"to establish a new style of politics in which the people 

would unite arovmd a program and not around personalities," ^ 

^Lloyd Garrison, "African Armies Move in v;hen Poli
ticians Fail," New York Times. January 2, I966, 

New York Times. December 22, I965. 

^"The Military Seize Power: A Svimraary of Recent 
Coups D'Etats, Africa Report, XI (February, I966), 12, 



In a manner, the coups in Dahomey represent in mlcrocoom the 

majority of the coups under consideration. 

In.1964 the first Francophile nation to have had an 

attempted coup was Gabon. On February 18 a bloodless coup 

was conducted by the army in the capital of Libreville. 

President Mba, considered by many to be a French puppet, was 

arrested and forced to resign. The opposition leader, a 

M. Jean Aubame, was appointed by the army officers to head 

the government. In only one day French troops entered the 

nation and suppressed the rebellion. The rapid suppression 

of the coup and conflicting statements by the officers who 

led the coup made it difficult to analyze. One interpreta

tion suggested that the coup was planned by M, Aubame, Thus, 

the anny officers became the Instrument of an ambitious 

politiclaui. A second Interpretation emphasized the fact 

that the nation was in a state of economic and political 

chaos, pointing out that if the military had continued to 

support the existing government of Mba, it might have meant 

more bloodshed and disruption than if they would carry 

through a well planned coup. This explanation for the coup 

was supposedly substantiated by the fact that in a radio 

broadcast the army officers claimed: "The anny had decided 

to put an end to a police regime and to a situation that 
66 

risked becoming uncontrollable," In a sense the army was 

Bell, "Army and Nation in Sub-Saharan Africa," p, 9. 
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predicting the rioting that filled the streets in Galon the 

week following the suppression of the coup. A third inter

pretation suggests that the army staged the coup in its ovm 

self interest. The army lieutenants supposedly told the 

men they led that the coup was primarily directed to secur

ing a higher budget for the army and higher pay for all. 

In smy case, President Mba was restored to his office on 

February 20 due to the first and only intervention of French 

troops since the beginning of the African coups. 

In 1965 a significant change occurred in the causation 

of coups, Mr. Victor T. LeVine, author of works on the 

Cameron and African political leadership, believed that 

"before I965 almost all examples of military involvement 

in political crises could be explained as responses to 

initiatives taken by politicians," In his opinion only 

in the Sudan coup of I958, the Mobuto coup of September I96O 

in the Congo, and in the Togo coup of I963 v/as there evi

dence to support the belief that the military leadership 

had acted on its own Initiative, Hov̂ ever, from I965, the 

military became the principle initiator of political change 

in Africa, They proceeded to march on the politicians of 

Algeria, Central African Republic, Upper Volta, Nigeria, 

Dahomey, Congo-Klnshana, and Ghana in I965 and I966, 

67 
Victor T, LeVine, "Independent Africa in Trouble," 

Africa Report. XII (December. I967), 12. 
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This change in the role of the military was caused by 

two things according to Mr. LeVine. One was the Improvement 

of Africa's military institutions. They had Increased in 

professionalism and pride due to more European style educa

tion and training. The military leadership grew aware of 

the potential power the army controlled. The second cause 

of this change was the fact that the top military leadership 

became progressively estranged from the political leaders 

they served. An excellent case can be presented to support 

the second point. The army officers tended to have disci

pline, cohesion, purpose, experience, and if one believed 

their statements, a sense of national mission. Their coups 

appeared as attempts to "save the nation from its politi

cians." It simply was not the appearance that the politi

cal and economic systems of the African states were on the 

verge of collapse that motivated the military men to openly 

intervene in their nation's politics. Possibly they would 

not have done so if they had embraced the same values that 

animated the politicians. One scholar of the area has 

stated: 

My research in Africa during I965 convinces me 
that many, if not most, African officers took 
their nationalist catechisms seriously, much 
more seriously than did the politicians, who 
presumably "knew better" than to believe their 
own slogan and nationalist myth. Having com
mitted themselves to national service, most of 
the officers fitted nationalist creeds into 
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their own relatively simple value systems. The 
gray values of the politicians were generally 
incomprehensible to the officers. 

The coups during and after I965 began to have a pattern 

of events both before and after each takeover. The key of

ficers in the Central African Republic, Dahomey, Ghana, 

Nigeria, and Upper Volta became convinced—if one believed 

their statements—that only they could save their nations 

from collapse, chaos, disaster, or all three. They promptly 

proceeded to seize power and then pronounced to the people 

that the greedy, corrupt, and venal politicians had forced 

them to t£dce such actions. On the whole, the people believed 

their statements, applauded and hailed them as saviors. It 

came as no surprise that in these five nations all political 

parties were banned or temporarily dissolved, and the new 

governments were typically composed of a combination of mili

tary men, experts, or "technicians." In each case the mili

tary leaders emerged or at least appeared to emerge as the 

moral conscience of the nation. A new "politics-free" era 

was announced by the officers and usually a return to a 

democratic form of government through an election process 

69 was promised in six months to two years. ̂  

The first major coup of I965 occurred in Algeria on 

^^Ibid.. p. 68. 

^^ibid. 
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June 19, President Ahmed Ben Bella was desposed and arrested 

by forces led by Colonel Houarl Boumedlenne, who had been the 

Minister of Defense, Colonel Boumedlenne utilized about one 

thousand troops to seize Algiers through occupying the key 

points and installations of the city. It was a bloodless 

coup even though a number of policemen in the outlying sec

tors of the nation resisted it. Causes for the coup were a 

combination of the interest'in the nation's welfare on the 

part of the dissatisfied officers and self-interest on the 

part of Colonel Boumedlenne. His authority was being under

mined by Ben Bella smd there were rumors of his imminent dis

missal because he had angered a number of the president's 

Marxist advisors. The newly created Council of the Revolu

tion, headed by Boumedlenne, announced their reasons for 

the coup in the usual radio broadcast to the nation. Accord

ing to them, Ben Bella's dismissal was a result of the de

sire to end his personal rule, "adventurism," and "morbid 

love of power."' They claimed his government, because of 

bad management of the nation's resources and irresponsi

bility In the utilization of public funds, was totally 

responsible for the economic crisis the nation faced. Colo

nel Boumedlenne became, in addition to his other positions. 

President and Prime Minister. The I963 Constitution, 

"̂  "Military Seize Power," Africa Report, p. 12. 
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National Assembly, and the National Liberation Front's 

Political Bureau were "suspended." Colleglal leadership 

was invested in a 26-man Consell National de la revolution 

which was to guide a 20-man Council of Ministers. The 

National Liberation Front was reconstructed to "animate and 

direct" politics rather than to be a substitute for govern

ment. 

After establishing the new government. President 

Boumedlenne attempted to achieve three goals. He desired 

to unite the people behind his government. The first year 

in office was spent in meetings with local NLF units, mend

ing political feuds, destroying disloyal elements, and re

forming the NLF, He seemingly did unite powerful groups 

behind him, because there was evidence that this type of 

ground work for unity helped him survive the attempted over

throw of the government in December of I967 by rebelling 

groups. 

Boumedlenne also desired to establish Algeria as one 

of the foremost nations along the North African coast. 

Algeria developed a large and well equipped armed forces 

in this area, second only to the UAR. This was due pri

marily to Russian aid and technical assistance. In I966 

Boumedlenne threatened Moracco with this army because of a 

border dispute. In the disputed area there are a number of 

Important mines. By I967 the tensions eased considerably 
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and the two nations began cooperation in the exploitation 

of the area's mines. During the June War of I966 the Al

gerian forces attempted to help Egypt against the Israeli 

forces but could not mobilize in time. Due to the work of 

Boumedlenne, Algeria now has its "rightful" place among the 

nations along the North African coast. 

The third objective of the Boumedlenne government was 

the restoration of the sagging economy of Algeria. Almost 

all of the foreign oil companies, mines, and manufacturing 

plants were nationalized. The agricultural economy suffered 

through a severe drought which cut the wheat harvest by 

more than half. Algeria had to import more than a million 

tons of wheat to feed the people. The only bright area in 

the Algerian economy was the 15 percent increase in oil 

production. This did not offset the unemployment rate of 

over a million out of a working force of two and half mil

lion. The military did not achieve a great deal in the 

strengthening of the economy. 

On November 25, I965, Congo (Leopoldville) experienced 

the second coup in its young, troubled existence. In Sep

tember i960 Colonel Mobutu had moved against the government 

of President Kasavubu, with United Nation's support for his 

action. President Kasavubu and Colonel Mobutu established 

a working arrangement and Kasavubu remained president of 

the nation throughout the successive changes of government. 
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In November I965 Mobutu again moved against Kasavuba and 

this time ousted him. The reason for this action said 

Mobutu was "to save the country from chaos. ""̂"̂  He claimed 

that the action was not a military coup d'etat, but "the 

army has only taken its responsibilities toward the coun-
72 

try,"'̂  A number of underlying causes existed such as the 

governmental paralysis resulting from a parliamentary dead

lock between the groups that supported Kasavubu and Tshombe. 

In addition, the army was concerned about rumors that 

Kasavubu was arranging for an agreement with a number of 

rebel groups. 

The disposed leaders were "free to do what they wanted," 

€md were allowed to move about the country freely. Only a 

few chose exile. As a result of the coup, the scheduled 

1966 Presidential election was cancelled. Mobutu reaffirmed 

the basic principles of the 1964 Constitution and created 

a 22-man civilian "government of national union." It was 

to embrace all the regions and factions in the nation but 

failed in its purpose. The Congo failed to become a viable 

nation-state and will continue to be unstable for a number 

of years because of the lack of preparation for independence 

by the Belgians, the diversity of peoples in the nation. 

"^•^Ibid. 

72 
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generally poor leadership, and various groups of rebels and 

merceneiries who have plagued the nation since Independence. 

On New Year's Day I966 the first of four major coups 

to occur in Africa in a period of two months struck the 

Central African Republic (CAR). The army of only 450 men 

quickly took control of the nation. Colonel Jean Bedel 

Bokassa's special \inlt of paratroopers attacked the presi

dential palace, radio station, and other key government posi

tions in the capital of Bangui. A number of persons, include 

ing the Secretary General of the Presidency, Clement Hassen, 

were killed in the fighting between the paratroopers and the 

gendarmerie units assigned to guard the assaulted installa

tions. Colonel Bokassa had President David Dacko placed 

under house arrest. A number of other governmental leaders, 

including the cabinet ministers, were detained in the same 

manner. The actual reasons for the coup were rather un

clear. Colonel Bokassa claimed on January 1 that the coup 

had been "to abolish the bourgeosie" and to end class dis

tinctions. Supposedly with the removal of the bourgeosie, 

the nation would be without political corruption and self-

seeking politics. "̂-̂  On January 6 he severed diplomatic re

lations with Red China and charged that the Chinese Communist 

embassy was organizing a revolutionary CAR army to be staffed 

'-^"Military Seize Povjer," Africa Report, p. 12. 
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by Chinese and pro-Chinese, On the 7th he claimed he had 

taken control of the nation to forestall a "national popu

lar army" plot to seize the government, dissolve the existing 

armed forces, and to execute its leaders. It has been sug

gested that Colonel Bokassa had become angered by President 

Dacko's decision to reduce the army budget but Increase the 

gendarme funds.74 Colonel Bokassa probably had a combination 

of all these reasons for seizing the CAR government. 

Colonel Bokassa took the position of President and 

Prime Minister as well as Minister of Defense and Justice, 

The Constitution was abrogated and the National Assembly 

dissolved. He also dissolved the only political party, the 

Mouvement d'Evolution Soclale de 1'Afrlque Noire. The nation 

was to be ruled by a new ten-man cabinet or "Revolutionary 

Council." Elections vrere promised for I967, but did not 

occur because President Bokassa decided that he would rule 

without elections for another four years. 

A coup in Upper Volta followed rapidly behind the CAR 

takeover. On January 3 or 4, depending on the source. Presi

dent Maurice Yameogo was disposed by the 1,200 man army led 

by its Chief of Staff, Lieutenant Colonel Sangoule Lamizana. 

The bloodless coup vrhich occurred in the capital of 

Ouagadougou came after several days of civil disorder which 

74 
Facts on File; I967 (New York; Facts on File, Inc,, 

1967). p. 11. 
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were precipitated by President Yaneogo's proposed austerity 

measures, Lt, Colonel Lamizana announced that the coup was 

designed "to safeguard the republican and democratic insti

tutions and to avoid bloodshed," As usual, there were a 

number of factors underlying the coup. One was labor's 

opposition to Yameogo's one-man government. The labor 

leaders were extremely upset over the mandatory wage de

creases proposed in Yameogo's austerity measures. The 

salaries of all government employees, for example, were to 

be reduced by 20 per cent, A secondary motive for the coup 

was that the Mossl tribe dominated the national political 

scene. The Mossl tribe represents over one-third of the 

total population of Upper Volta, but Mossl tribesmen had 

more than 50 per cent of the government positions. The 

other tribes of Upper Volta such as the Bobo, Mande, and 

Pauls believe they should also have government positions 

in proportion to their population. A third factor behind 

the opposition to Yameogo's government was his political 

ties to the more conservative French-speaking African gov

ernments. 

The immediate aftermath of the coup in one way was un

usual, in that the disposed leader Yameogo, stated that he 

Yjas the "first to rejoice" at the military coup. Nor were 

the top leaders of the nation detained and the middle-level 

employees of the government continued their normal duties. 
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As usual, however, the constitution was suspended and the 

National Assembly dissolved "until circumstances allow repub

lican institutions to resume functioning."^^ A provisional 

government of seven military and five civilians was con

structed, Lamizana appointed himself President of the Repub

lic and Prime Minister and announced that the new government 

would rule by decree for the "interim period." Lamizana 

broadcast that the army would leave the Upper Volta political 

scene only when the takeover was "validly assured by respon

sible and patriotic men," who would get along with each 

other and agree on a minimum program that would reform the 

political system. It may be some time before the army re

turns Upper Volta's politics to the civilians. A Voltanlc 

officer summed up the army's revised estimates about its 

tenure in office to Mr. Levine: 

The Voltanlc Angean Stables are much more filthier 
than we ever dreamed. It took Messrs. Vaneogo and 
Co. six years to befoul them, and it may take us at 
least that many to clean up the mess.76 

On January 15 and 16, I966, the so-called "shovjcase of 

African democracy," the Federation of Nigeria, fell to a coup 

within a coup. Nigeria with its ^6 million people was the 

largest nation south of the Sahara, It vras an unstable union 

betvzeen three regional governments and there were even other 

75 
'-^"Military Seize Power," Africa Report, p. I3. 
76 
LeVine, "Independent Africa in Trouble," p. I9. 
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divisions on tribal and religious grounds. The Moslem North 

tended to have a tyrannous and reactionary political and 

religious system. The other two regions were democratic, 

but at odds over tribalism. The West's main tribe was the 

Yoruba and the East's was Ibo. By virtue of population 

(althou^ some believed the estimates to be exaggerated) the 

North vias assured of domination of the national government. 

It placed Sir Abubaker Tafawa Balewa into the Prime Minister

ship, Sir Balewa, an honest liberal, suggested that the 

three regions should form a coalition government. The East-

e m leader, Dr, Nwamdl Azlklwe, agreed and took the presidency 

while the Western leader, Obafeml Awolowo, decided to remain 

in opposition. Awolowo's decision caused the Yoruba to be 

excluded from the governing process. Awolow's party then 

split into two factions, which began an Internal competition 

for political offices in the Western region. Sir Ahmadu 

Bello, the leader of the North,utilized this division by 

joining with the dissident anti-Awolowo half of the Western 

party. With the help of the Federal government the Northern 

Moslems gained control of the Ibo West, and proceeded to 

entrench themselves through unfair elections. In the October 

1965 regional elections the rigging became so blatant that 

the Western opposition, and the East group allied with them, 

could not control their ranks. Guerrilla vrarfare between 

the North and East-West political factions broke out and 
• 

over t\TO hundred people V7ere k i l l e d . 
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While these events were occurring. Sir Balawa did noth

ing. As the British reporter for the Statist observedt 

So Balewa played while the West burned, in order 
to satisfy his political master, the Sardauna of 
Sakoto, Premier of Northern Nigeria. . . . Cer
tainly, Belewa himself would have dealt otherwise 
with the crisis, left to himself; but this time 
the Sardauna refused to yield to Belewa's compro
mise,77 

The Sardauna and his ally in the West, Chief Aklntola, were 

to pay the price for their unwillingness to compromise. 

They drove the young Ibo army officers to plot against the 

government. The Ibo officers utilized their units to strike 

at points all over Nigeria and the basic plan appeared to 

be an attempt to eliminate regional politics by murdering 

the fo\ir regional Premiers. "So the Sardauna and Aklntoka— 

a Hausa and a Yoruba—died, but by a remarkable coincidence, 

if coincidence is the word, the Ibo Premier escaped." By 

Saturday, the day following the night of violence, all of 

the major telephone lines in the nation had been cut, adding 

to the confusion. Early that morning it vras discovered Sir 

Belewa had been kidnapped by the army officers, which pro

duced more chaos. 

All day Sunday speculation continued as to the 
where-abouts of Belewa and the loyalty of the 
troops to the Federal Government. Then, near 

11 
"Nigeria's Purge: Painful But Popular," Statist. 

January 21, I966, p. 155. 
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midnight, the acting President made a short broad
cast and the army was in control.78 

A Major-General Johnson T. U. Agulyl-Ironsl, an Ibo, 

was made the President of the Federal Military Government. 

The young majors who had planned and executed the original 

coup did not get far with their plans to rid the nation of 

"corruption, nepotism, gangsterism, and violence." These 

men were thwarted by their own commanding officer. 

Agulyl-Ironsl speedily used his near-dictorial 
power as head of the provisional Federal military 
government—power hastily conferred upon him by 
the panicky civilian government—to rally loyal 
elements of the Nigerian armed forces to his side 
and to bring the rebellious young Turks to heel.79 

In actuality, Agulyl-Ironsl did not bring the young soldiers 

totally to heel. They were given the lesser positions of 

being regional commanders and no one v:as punished for his 

act of mutiny and violence against the established govern

ment of Nigeria. 

The immediate results of the establishment of a military 

government led the people of Nigeria and observers in the 

world to believe that a stable period had arrived in Nigeria. 

In truth, the immediate results of the coup were a better 

outlook for the future for the Nigerian people and increased 

hope for internal political change. 

P.43. 

7^Ibid. 

79 
"Nigeria: Nevr Ironsides," Newsweek, January 311 1966, 
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The first reaction of the people was relief, even 
jubilation, , , . The news of a military government 
leads people to hope that the mess of the past five 
years, indeed ten, will be swept away, and that a 
new era of public morality will follow in due course,^^ 

The constitution was abrogated and both the federal and re

gional legislatures were suspended. The offices of President 

and Minister were abolished and the Supreme Military Council 

and Federal Executive Council, both under Aguirjl-Ironsi, 

began to rule through military governors in each region. 

The civil service was operating under permanent secretaries. 

The coup of January I966 had extremely ambiguous motives 

and results. 

It resulted in part from a puritanical desire to 
cleanse public life, an aim vrhich gained widespread " 
support among a population increasingly alienated 
from a corrupt and ineffective political elite. At 
the same time it contained traces of Southern (pri
marily Ibo) backlash against Northern hegemony and 
exacerbated ethnic rivalries vjhich threatened to 
escalate to catastrophic levels. However, consciously 
this end may have been sought by its architects, the 
political Initiative passed into Southern hands; a 
. counter-coup in July was largely an outcome of the 
North's determination to regain control of the situ
ation."-^ 

This brief history of the major coups in Africa from 

1958 to 1966 and their immediate and underlying causes 

demonstrates the complexities of the problem. The results 

80 
"Nigeria's Purge," Statist, p. I56. 

O-l 

John D. Chick, "Nigeria at War," Current History. LIV 
(February, I968), 67-68. 
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of these coups are rather difficult to analyze fully, pri

marily because of their recent occurrence. The coup in 

Ghana in February of I966, the most significant of all these 

governmental turnovers, offers equal difficulties. 



CHAPTER V 

THE GHANA COUP 

At 0400 hours on Wednesday, February 24, I966, a "mili

tary operation" began that would lead to the overthrow of 

the government of Ghana and the removal of Kwame Nkrumah 

from the major leadership position of Africa. The coup be

gan when the six hundred men, representing all the units at 

Tamale, began to move south toward an unknovm destination 

supposedly for a test maneuver in connection with the Rho-

deslan crisis. The army of Ghana had been in a high state 

of readiness in order to move into Rhodesia on short notice. 

The leaders of the coup exploited this situation to deceive 

Nkrumah's intelligence system. 

Colonel E, K, Kotoka and Colonel A. A. Afrifa met the 

Tamale troops at 1200 hours on February 23 and Afrifa took 

command of the unit. Kotoka left the convoy for Accra to 

confirm with Police Chief Harlley and Brigadier Ocran that 

the operation was being executed. 

It was 405 miles from Tamale to Accra and the H-hour 

was scheduled for 0400 hours on February 24. That meant the 

unit under Afrifa had to move fast, at slightly above the 

normal convoy speed. A total of thirty-five vehicles were 

involved in this unit of the operation. 

Before H-hour a Major Coker-Appiah had been assigned 

91 
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responsibility for the arrest of the Director of Military 

Intelligence, Brigadier Hasan, and the Commander of the 

President's Own Guard Regiment (P.O.G.R.), Colonel Zemerigu, 

Brigadier Hasan surrendered readily but the commander of the 

P,0,G.R. escaped. In a separate operation Major-General 

Barwah was shot and killed. Colonel Afrifa stated in his 

account of the revoltt 

As for Barwah, he resisted arrest most unwisely 
and thereby compelled an officer to adopt other 
methods which he himself knew would be adopted 
if he became stubborn.82 

By 0600 hours of February 24 most of the ministers had been 

arrested by the Accra police. A few attempted to escape, 

but all that were in the nation at the time were captured. 

The column from Tamale arrived at the residence of Presi

dent Nkrumah, Flagstaff House, at 05OO hours on February 24. 

Afrifa was in the Command Rover at the head of the convoy. 

Each of the units was to drive to its objective, the Flag

staff House, Radio Ghana, or the political prison, Osu Castle. 

The sub-unit commanders were to break from the main column 

systematically along their respective routes, The Radio 

Station company and the companies assigned to the capture of 

Flagstaff House came under heavy machine-gun fire at the en

trance of Flagstaff House from a Russian-built armoured car. 

It fired long and accurate bursts at the convoy. Three of 

Op 
A. A. Afrifa, The Ghana Coup: 24th February. I966 

(New York; The Humanities Press, I966), p. 33. 
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the vehicles carrying troops were set afire and destroyed. 

A signal vehicle was also destroyed but the driver escaped. 

The commander of the P.O.G.R., Colonel Zamerigu, had made 

it from his home to the Flagstaff House and had alerted his 

troops. The Tamale unit suffered their first casualties 

because the men who were to capture GamerIgu had blundered. 

Colonel Afrifa was able to advance to the radio station. 

Out of the 124 men assigned to its capture, only eight were 

able to reach the studios at the appointed time. The remain

der of the troops were held up by the fire from the Flagstaff 

House because the route to the station ran directly in fmt 

of its gates. The commander assigned to the capture of the 

Flagstaff House was slow in getting into position because 

of a lack of previous reconnaissance in the area. However, 

Afrifa and his few men were able to capture the station with 

no difficulty. He vrent on radio and asked the avjakened 

Ghanaians to stand by their radios for an important announce

ment. It would not be the usual early morning newscast. 

Slightly before six o'clock Colonel Kotoka arrived at 

the station. He shook Afrifa's hand and told him, "V/ell 

done, Akwasi." He then told the nation and the vjorld vrhat 

had occurred: 

Fellow citizens of Ghana, I have corae to inform 
you that the Military, in co-operation vjith the 
Ghana Police, have taken over the government of 
Ghana today. The myth surroimding Nkrumah has 
been broken. Parliament is dissolved and Kv78jne 
Nkrumah is dismissed from office. All ministers 
are also dismissed. The Convention People's Party 
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is disbanded with effect from now. It will be 
illegal for any person to belong to it. 

We appeal to you to be calm and co-operativei 
all persons in detention will be released in due 
course. Please stay by your radios and avralt 
further details, 

Afrifa stated, "Thus for the first time we told Ghanaians 

and the whole world what we had done. This, in brief, 

herald our new era." -̂  

The unit assigned to Osu Castle captured it without 

firing a shot. However, the fighting at the Flagstaff House 

mounted and at O630 hours the Presidential Detail Department 

and the household security guards were continuing to resist. 

The casualties would have been heavier, in Afrifa's opinion, 

if his men had not been well trained. As it was, a number 

were wounded. The fighting increased in intensity because 

more of the security guards were able to leave by the back 

door of the main house to reinforce the night detail near 

the entrance. 

At 0700 the original group from Tamale continued to 

fight alone, for the Recce Squadron based in Accra and the 

Second Battalion under Ocran had not arrived. Colonel 

Kotoka established a combined Headquarters with the police 

at the Accra police station. The Recca Squadron and the 

Second Battalion arrived and vrere committed to the battle. 

Thus reinforced, the army units were able to swiftly capture 

•̂̂ Ibid. , p. 35. 
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the remaining security guards. In the process Colonel 

Zamisrigu surrendered and pledged his loyalty to the new 

government. 

When the Flagstaff House was captured, the rebelling 

military units controlled the Accra International Airport, 

the Post Office, the Cable Office, and the roads leading to 

Accra. The army united under the leadership of Major Gen

eral Arkrah.who was promoted to Lieutenant General. The 

position as Head of the Revolutionary Government was of

fered to both Colonel Kotoka and Mr. Harlley, but they de

clined in favor of Ankrah.®^ 

The timing of the coup vjas significant. No doubt the 

conspirators acted at a most opportune moment. At the time 

of the coup Nkrumah was flying from Rangoon, Burma to 

Picking en route to Hanoi. He had taken upon himself to 

lead a "peace mission" to end the Vietnam War. The mission 

was xiulckly canceled and he traveled to Moscow on March 1 

and eventually back to Guinea where he remained. There on 

March 2 Guinean President Sekou Toure proclaimed Nkrumah 

president of Guinea. 

While the coups that have occurred in Africa have tended 

84 
All of the above information was derived from Colonel 

A, A, Afrifa's V7ork, The Ghana Coup: 24th of February 1966. 
The Information appears to be fairly reliable because it 
tends to match the material printed by the American press 
in both nev7spapers and magazines. 
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to be bloodless, one exception to this general rule was the 

one In Ghana. Reports conflict as to the number of dead. 

Africa Report stated that twenty-seven lost their lives, all 
Of' 

Ghanaian. ^ However, Africa Report suspected that a niimber 

of Russians were killed also. Another source reported "moi« 

than twenty persons were killed." A Ghanaian official re

ported that eleven Russians were among those slain in the 

clash. (A team of Soviet advisors had been part of Nkrumah's 

body guard at his residence for the previous year.) There 

were a number of arrests but, as far as can be determined, 

no executions. 

One of the immediate acts by the newly formed military 

government was the usual statements about the future return 

of the nation to civilian control. The National Liberation 

Council (NLC) announced that it had "no political ambitions 

and is anxious to hand over power to a duly constituted 

civilian representative government," It also announced that 

it would convene a convention to construct a new constitu

tion with safeguards against the concentration of power into 

the hands of one man, V/hile these statements were made on 

February 26, by March 9 General Ankrah stated it might be 

two years before the NLC vjould return power to civilians. ^ 

^"News in Brief: Ghana," Africa Report. XI (April, I966), 
35. 

^^New York Times. February 28, I966. 

"̂ "News in Brief: Ghana," p. 35. 
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The new government began to receive acceptance by the 

majority of the people shortly after the revolt. 

By noon, /of the February 247 downtown Accra was 
jammed by jubilant Ghanaian's, dancing in the 
streets, cheering, singing, many of them wearing 
white handkerchiefs around their heads and white 
clay on their faces as signs of victory."" 

Another article described the scene as follor̂ si 

Thousands of people in flowing gold, red and green 
kente danced in the streets, shouting: "The tyr-
amny is over." The larger-than-life granite stat
ute of Nkrumah outside Parliament was toppled and 
the pieces distributed to the crowd. Howls of 
derision greeted Nkrumah's ministers as they were 
hauled off to jail.^9 

Important segments of the nation began to lend support 

to the new government. The chiefs of the major tribes an

nounced their support. On February 27 a group of chiefs 

"headed by the Ashantehene, the once powerful ruler of the 

Ashantl, who traditionally formed the backbone of the oppo

sition to Mr. Nkrumah, sent messages of congratulations and 

90 
loyalty to the new army and police."^ 

The plot to oust !Ikrumah appeared to be more complex 

than that of the normal African coup. At the first press 

conference following the coup, on February 28, General 

Ankrah presented the man who claimed to have engineered the 

O O 

"Ghana: Goodbye to the Aweful," Time. March 4, I966, 
p. 34. 

89 
"Ghana: A Myth i s Broken," Newsvjeek. March 4 , I966 , 

p. 44. 
90 
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coup, the former chief of Ghana's intelligence service, Khou 

David Amihyla. Nkrumah had once described him as "my most 

dangerous enemy" and demanded that he be apprehended "dead 

or alive," On the other hand on February 25, when Amihyla 

had landed in Rome on his way to Ghana from London, he an

nounced that he was the chief strategist and director of 

the Ghana Revolutionary Council in Exile based in London. 

Amihyla stated that he had been trained by the United States 

Central Intelligence Agency to overthrow the Government of 

Nkrumah. 

"We have got him out at last," he said jubilantly. 
"Ghana can be free again. The only thing wrong 
is that we did not get Nkrumah himself. . . . We 
have been planning this coup for months, but it 
went off ahead of schedule. It was not supposed 
to have taken place until August."91 

At the news conference General Ankrah dismissed these 

statements as being totally false. Ankrah denounced Amihyla 

and stated: "None of us /coup leaders/ knov; him. He is a 

criminal wanted in Ghana." He had been arrested the pre

vious day as he stepped off his plane at the Accra airport. 

This was the last public mention of Amihyla, His fate re

mains unknovm. 

The reason for the coup vras basically simple in the 

opinion of the military leadership of Ghana. It vras di

rected against the philosophy of Kv;ame Nkrumah called by 

9%ew York Times. February 25, I966. 
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Vfiorious sources to be African Socialism, sclentic socialism. 

Communism, or Nkrumahism, The military claimed they acted 

only when the practice of this philosophy Indicated that it 

was destroying the economy, freedoms, and traditions of 

Ghana as well as the military Itself. To a large degree, 

the military's evaluation appears valid. 

Nkrumahism was, from the point of view of its followers 

located at the "Mecca of African Ideology at Winneba," de

fined as follows: 

Nkrumahism is the ideology of the new Africa, in
dependent and absolutely free from imperialism, 
organized on a continental scale, founded upon the 
conception of one united Africa drawing its 
strength from modern science and technology and 
from the traditional African belief that the free 
development for each is the condition for the free 
development of all.92 

In a sense, this is its definition of a foreign policy of 

African unity. Its domestic policy counterpart was a rather 

planned state-controlled economy. 

The definition of Nkrumahism from Nkrumah's opponents 

is another thing. To them Nkrumah's philosophy and actions 

suggested that he had no Ideology except the desire to re

tain both his wealth and power. As Colonel Afrifa states: 

It ̂ krumah's foreign polic;^ was to bear the stamp 
not only of his personality, but also of his ideol
ogy, an ideology born not of the Ghanaian and Afri
can experience, but of half-digested, half-time 
slogan snatched from Marx, Lenin, and Mao-Tse Tong /slc7. 

Q2 
^ A f r i f a , The Ghana Coup, p , 82, 
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The only tangible basis for Nkrumahism is the 
man's own protean personality, maniacal tendencies, 
and essentially blurred vision of personal glory,93 

Russell Warren Howe, former Bureau Chief in Africa of 

The Washington Post, claimed: 

As Sikow Toure has noted, he ruled through ideol
ogy's antithesis—a succession of expedients. His 
seemingly schizophrenic attachment to Stalinism 
without Communism, to the Commonwealth without West
minister, to Mao Tse-tang and Edgar Kaiser and.Nassar 
and General Spears—surely reflects how little po
litical theory meant to this mediocre student of ad
ministration and economics. For him, Intuition was 
philosophy: as the title of his autobiography elo
quently showed, when he spoke of "Ghana" he meant 
himself. Even his permanent preoccupation with 
sorcery was personal—not meant to enhance Ghana's 
future or Africa's, but his own,9^ 

As one can see, an extreme difference of opinion existed 

between follovrers of Nkrumah and his enemies, Nkrumahism 

in practice, as it was applied by Nkrumah and his Conven

tion People's Party government in Ghana, gives perhaps a 

more realistic viev? than the theoretical definitions. 

In practice Nkrumahism proceeded to destroy the economy 

of Ghana. One of the reasons for the coup was certainly the 

extravagance of Nkrumah. His philosophy called for a state-

controlled economy, which in practice meant that the majority 

of the money spent in the nation was spent by the government 

under Nkrumah's direction. When Ghana became independent in 

^^Ibid. 
94 
Russell Warren Howe, "Man and Myth in Political Africa," 

Foreign Affairs. XLVI (Aoril, I968), 588. 
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1957I it had a better than average chance of becoming an 

economically viable nation. The price and volume of exports 

of its major crop, cocoa, were high. The nation had the be

ginning of a modem industrial plant and $560 million In 

foreign currency reserves. Ghana's leader could boast that 

his country had one of Africa's highest per capita Incomes, 

but Nkrumah began to spend this wealth on such expensive 

status symbols as an international jet airline vrhich spent 

twice as much money as it earned, and a $20 million inter

national conference site which was used only once, and in

cluded a twelve-story apartment building that was bullet

proof, bombproof, and that the people of Accra called the 

"Maglnot Hilton." 

Nkrumah spent wildly and badly on crash industrial pro

grams. Beginning in 19^2, the government of Ghana stsirted 

forty-seven state enterprises into almost every sector of 

the nation's economy. All but three of these had lost money. 

An example of Nkrumah's Industrial schemes was the Kwame 

Nkrimiah Steel V/orks which had to close after three months 

because it had utilized all of Ghana's scrap iron. The gov

ernment payroll of Ghana grew to an amazing 250,000 vrorkers— 

two-thirds of all salaried personnel in the nation. Corrup

tion vras rampant throughout the government. The estimate of 

Nkrumah's personal wealth range from "not less than 17 mil

lion" as suggested by his financial consultant 
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L. A, Ayeh-Huml^^ to $50 million by the The Reporter maga

zine. In the review of the financial affairs of Nkrumah 

by the militeory government, it was reported: 

They have learned from evidence gathered by exam
ining magistrates that he had amassed a personal 
fortune of nearly $50 million, about a tenth of 
it kept in cash at home and the rest deposited in 
his accounts in London, New York. Paris, Frank
furt, Zurich, Beirut, and Cairo.9o 

The nation as a whole was in dire financial stress. The 

NLC stated in a broadcast to Ghana on June 3, I966, the fol

lowing: 

When we took over the reins of government about 
three months ago, the nation's reserve securities 
had dwindled to the precarious level of^40,000 
/?112,0007, but even this had been pledged against 
funds borrowed which vrere then overdue. In para-
tice, therefore, Ghana had virtually no reserves. 
The country was consequently threatened with a 
breakdown of the commercial system, a situation 
which was further aggravated by overdue short-
term commitments.97 

At the moment of the coup Ghana owed a total foreign debt of 

$700 million dollars. On February 22, the Nkrumah government 

had announced a nev7 budget of over $281 million which pro

vided for an uncovered deficit of nearly $^6 million. 

^^ew York Times, March 5, I966, 

96 
^ Claire Sterling, "Ghana Gets a Second Chance," The 

Reporter. April 21, I966, p. 24. 
97 
J, A. Ankrah, "100 Days in Ghana," Africa Report. XI 

(June, 1966), 21. 
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The economic policies of Nkrumah were also causing eco

nomic suffering among the people. Ghana had the highest tax 

burden in Africa, The price of basic foods such as beef, 

flour, and rice had quintupled, and more in some cases. The 

workers of Ghana had had no general wage Increase in nine 

years. The cost of living index rose from a base of 100 

in 1958 to above 180 by I965. According to The Reporter. 

The humbler Ghanaians were therefore grov/inp: 
steadily poorer, and the less humble steadily 
humbler. Apart from some Cabinet Ministers who 
had comfortable Swiss bank accounts, there were 
scso'cely any wealthy citizens left. 98 

Another significant reason for the Ghanaian coup, and 

the one pointed out most often by the leadership of the coup, 

was the destruction of freedom Ghana. As General Ankrah ex

pressed it: "The bankruptcy of Ghana went hand in hand with 

the denial of civil rights and the establishment of a one-

party state." He stressed the significance of this cause 

of the coup when he stated; 

The most obvious reason for the drastic action we 
took was simply this: No other means were avail
able to a people subjected not only to the arbi
trary use of dictatorial power but to Kwame Nkrumah's 
fantastic security system, as it was called, which 
harassed many innocent peoples and brought disaster 
to many families--all in the name of socialism.99 

98 , 
Sterling, "Ghana Gets a Second Chance," p. 2k. 

99joseph A. Ankrah, "The Future of the Military in 
Ghana," African Forum. II (Summer, I966), 5. 
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The evidence to support this claim by the military 

junta was readily available. Ghana began to move toward a 

dictatorship with the enactment of the Preventative Deten

tion Act in July 1958. It stipulated that persons knovm to 

be "dangerous" to society could be arrested and imprisoned 

for a period of up to five years without a trial. Colonel 

Afrifa saw that 

. . . by its misuse this act was turned into a 
most dangerous weapon of oppression. It became 
in essence a license to stifle Individual liberty 
and at times placed the lives of all Ghanaians at 
the mercy of the whims of Kwame Nkrumah and his 
Ministers.100 

An amendment was added later which allowed a person to be 

held with trial for ten years. Eventually, detainees came 

to be released only at the pleasure of Nkrumah himself. 

One of the first major actions of the NLC was the re

lease of over 1,000 political prisoners. These men and 

women were held in the various prisons, primarily at Osu 

Castle, sind ranged in age from eighty to eighteen. One 

of the prisoners was Eric Danguah, whose uncle, the former 

leader of the United Party in opposition to Nkrumah, Dr, 

Joseph B, Danguah, had died in 19^5 in prison, "I don't 

knovf to this moment what my offense was," said Eric Danguah, 

who had been held in prison for more than three and half 

years with a trial. The other released prisoners told of 

100 
Afrifa, The Ghana Coup, p. 7S* 
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the foul conditions and of the brutal beating with chains and 

clubs they had received in jail. "Man, we have suffered," 

said one young Ghanaian, "We followed him and look what ho 

did to us,"-*-̂ -"-

Russell Warren Howe believes that Nkrumah's only appar

ent link with socialism, as Mr, Howe defines socialism, was 

his extreme admiration of authoritarianism, for "one man, one 

vote, once." He states: 

As early as 1946, in London, he told Joe Appiah 
of his admiration for Stalin and his dreams of 
seeing the tanks roll on Black Star Square. In 
1957, he wrote in his autobiography that he fa
vored "totalitarian rule." In the same year he 
told two British liberal journalists that he 
would have to rule "by terror" to establish his 
authority.102 

Nkrumah did exactly as he said he would do and established a 

one-party state that caused the military leadership of the 

nation to become, in effect, the only available opposition 

to his government. 

The third reason for the coup was Nkrumah's close 

diplomatic connections to the Soviet Union and China. This 

policy V7as closely related to both the economic stagnation 

of the nation and to the undermining of the regular military 

forces in Ghana. The majority of aid for Ghana came from 

"Ghana: My Country is Yours," Newsweek. March 14, 
1966, p. 51* 

-̂ -̂ Ĥovje, "Man and Myth," p. 587. 
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Russia, But "from a practical point of view many Communist 

aid progrsims were inefficient, costly, and often unnecessary 

to the Ghanaian economy."^ -̂  For example, the cost to Ghana 

of six Russian sponsored state farms was three times as 

much as the value of their produce. One of the major proj

ects left unfinished by the Russians was a $30 million air

strip at Tamale, most of which was paid for by Ghana. It 

was to be a location for a stopover on the Moscow-Havana 

flight. Actually, it would have had little economic value 

to the nation, but might have aided the Russians in staging 

any military operation in Africa if they desired to do so. 

This related to the second section of Nkrumah's foreign 

policy which, as in the case of most foreign policy deci

sions, had ramifications on the domestic scene. The regular 

British-equipped and trained array was vrorried over a pro

posal to create a "people militia" which was supposedly to 

be utilized in an operation against Rhodesia. They were 

worried and a little jealous of the militia called the 

P.O.G.R. 

Russian arms shipments had been arriving secretly 
since 196l--not for the regular army, which is 
British-equipped, but for the Russian-trained presi
dential guard, designed ultimately to supplant it.104 

•'•̂ •̂New York Times. March 3, 1968. 
104 
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Supposedly, there were enough aims from Russia to supply 

four battalions with the most modern of equipment. Colonel 

Afrifa stated: 

We /the regular army7 were also aware that the 
President's own Guard Regiment were receiving 
kingly treatment. Their pay was higher and it was 
an open fact that they possessed better equipment. 
The men who had been transferred from the Regular 
Army no longer owed allegiance and loyalty to the 
Chief of Defense staff, but to Kwame Nkrumah who 
had become their commanding officer. . . . Natu
rally the relationship between the President's own 
Guard Regiment and the Regular Army was far from 
cordial.105 

The military leaders were, to say the least, uneasy 

about the possibility that Nkrumah would utilize Ghanaian 

forces to launch an attack on Rhodesia. Colonel Afrifa 

stated: 

It was shameful to see a Ghanaian soldier in tat
tered and ragged union, and sometimes vjithout boots 
during his training period. And this was the army 
Kwame Nkrumah had altered for the offensive opera
tion in Rhodesia! I personally knew that Her Maj
esty's Government of the United Kingdom was quite 
capable of dealing with the Rhodesia situation. 
I felt that Nkrimiah was making too much noise about 
the whole issue, especially by raising the people's 
militia and hurling slogans at everybody. . . . 
Furthermore, I do not know why we would have been 
fighting. But Kwame Nkrumah was a fanatic and it 
was wrong to take him for granted. . . . From con
cern for my troops, I felt it would be criminal 
and purposeless to lead such an army of excellent 
soldiers, ill-equipped, to fight in an unnecessary 
war.106 

^Afrifa, The Ghana Coup, p. 100. 

•'•Ibid., p, 104, 
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After the coup, the military discovered more to fear 

about Nkrumah's foreign policy than they had supposed. They 

uncovered "a training camp where Chinese Instructors had 

been teaching students from a dozen countries not only to 

wage guerrilla war against white-supremacist Rhodesia and 

South Africa, but also against Nkrumah's African 'allies. •••107 

Another significant reason for the coup was Nkrumah's 

actions against the army commanders. He had dismissed the 

Chiefs of Defense at will, based on rumors that they had 

been "talking against" him. The most Important dismissal 

was that of General Ankrah. "The dismissal of this General 

in 1965 gave me a shock," wrote Colonel Afrifa, The arbi

trary removal of respected military men by Nkrumah for po

litical reasons struck at the code of honor and prestige 

that surrounds the Ghanaian officer's attitude toward their 

position. 

The dismissal of our Generals by Kwame Nkrujnah was 
one of the major factors that led to the Coup of 
24th February. As a result of action the Ghanaian 
officers and men felt that the profession of men-
at-arms had been disgraced and that their Generals 
as well as themselves had been himiliated,108 

The military moved to destroy Nkrumahism because it had 

removed some of the honored traditions of the nation. In his 

actions to create a mass minded nation,he struck at the 

family system of Ghana. 

107 
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The Young Pioneers Movement, initially set up to 
train the youth and make them more useful to the 
community, became, in practice, the institution 
of Nkrumah to undermine the authority of parents, 
teachers, and elders,109 

Nkrumah also moved against the chieftaincy in his desire to 

create a one-party state. He took many of the titles av̂ ay 

from the chiefs and added them to his already long list of 

names such as Prime Minister, Founding Father, Commander in 

Chief, Osagyefo (Redeemer), Victorious Leader, the Great 

Messiah, His Messianic Majesty, the Pacifier, the Aweful, 

and His High Dedication. "He created paramount chiefs over 

and above the heads of the natural divisional chiefs. All 

their traditional powers were removed and vested in Kwaime 

Nkrumah." Those chiefs who were allowed to remain in 

office became party functlonalries. They were destooled if 

they resisted. Many of those who resisted were arrested 

and placed in detention. 

The Ashantl tribe was particularly angry with Nkrumah 

because his economic policies destroyed their wealth. But 

more significant to the Ashantl in the army, he destroyed 

their traditional institutions. 

Honours that our forefathers fought and won were 
being trampled under foot by this upstart, Kwame 
Nkrumah. He took upon himself titles like Osagyefo 

-'•̂ Îbid.. p. 71. 
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and Kantamonto which belonged to the Ashantl kings. 
We all know Nkrumah was never a soldier. . . . To 
the outsider this might seem Insignificant, but to 
us, particularly the Ashantes, our battle honours 
mean a lot.m 

While the coup Itself has been described as one of the 

Ashfiuitl Invasions, there was evidence to refute this claim. 

No doubt the Ashantl supported the coup but the plot for 

the coup was planned and executed by men from the Ewe tribe, 

Colonel Kotoka and Police Chief Harlley, and men from the 

Ashantls, Colonel Afrifa and General Ankrah. 

Toward the end of his rule Nkrumah had become more of a 

recluse and shovred signs of becoming a paranoid. He sur

rounded himself with yes-men and refused to listen to bad 

news about the nation. The five previous attempts on his 

life and government caused him to increase the number of 

guards and to retreat behind the four walls of the palace. 

He reportedly took to wearing a bullet-proof vest, 
nervously kept five bullet-proof Rolls Hoyces ready 
to carry him around Accra, vraiting until the last 
minute to choose the one he vrould ride in.H^ 

Even these elaborate precautions plus a highly organized 

intelligence system did not prevent the coup against his 

corrupt regime. 

Ultimately, it vras the lack of communications with the 

economically suffering people, the inability to allow the 

•̂ •̂ •̂ Ibid. , p. 116, 
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existence of opposition, too many ties to Communist nations, 

and the lack of understanding of the military mind and 

method that allowed Kwame Nkrumah to be swept from power as 

a leader of Ghana and Africa.-^l^ 

\he history of the Ghanaian coup from the pro-Nkrumah 
and Communist vievrpoint can be found in an article by Roger 
Murry in the New Left Review of July I966, entitled "Mili
tarism in Africa," pp. 35-59, and in an article by Shirley 
Graham entitled "What Happened in Ghana? The Inside Story" 
in Freedomvrays of Summer I966, pp. 201-23. 



CHAPTER VI 

SOME CONCLUSIONS AND A VIEW OF THE FUTURE 

A goal of this work was the establishment of a gener

alized explanation and description of the recent African 

coups. While little new information has been added to the 

causal factors of coups revealed by previous scholarship, 

an attempt vras made to demonstrate that there vrere similari

ties betv7een most African coups and those that have occurred 

in other areas of the world. 

The evidence has suggested that the coups of Sub-

Saharan Africa best resemble the coups of the Middle East. 

Similarities were found in minor features such as the timing 

and immediate results of the coups. For example, the period 

of time from Independence to the occurrence of the first 

coup averaged three to four years and after each takeover 

the military leaders announced that the armed forces would 

surrender the government to civilians in a short period of 

time. In almost all cases the promise failed to come true. 

In both regions similarities were likevjlse found in the 

significant area of causation. Dr. Dankvrart Rostow, a pro

fessor of International social forces at Columbia University, 

has concluded that in the Middle East "military coups follow 

upon a period of Internal unrest in which civilian authori

ties have come increasingly to rely on armed forces to 

112 
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maintain themselves in power."ii He cited the examples of 

Egypt, Iraq and Turkey. In each of these cases the threat 

of civil war existed or the civilian government used the 

army to suppress political opposition. The military even

tually refused to be the tool of repressive civilian poli

ticians and turned on the existing government. Causes of 

the coups in the Sudan and Upper Volta were quite similar 

and a hint of these causes were found in other African 

coups. For example, the Upper Volta coup occurred while 

the army was attempting to maintain the civil government 

in the face of serious riots. The army, in an attempt to 

restore order and meet the people's demands, took the na

tion's government into their own hands. 

The coups in the Middle East and Africa have tended 

to occur "after mounting popular dissatisfaction can find 

no peaceful means of forcing a change in government. "H^ 

Rostov; believes this concept was unknowingly borrov:ed from 

ThomasHobbs's philosophy of force in politics, Hobbs saw 

politics as a game of cards in vrhich the players of the 

game had to agree vjhich suit v/as to be trump. There was 

Dankwart A, Rostow, "The Military in Middle Eastern 
Society and Politics," The Military in the Middle East, ed. 
by Sydney N. Fisher (Columbus: Ohio State University Press, 
1963). p. 10. 

115-Ibld, 
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one special rule in this particular game of cards. When

ever the players could not agree on the suit, clubs auto

matically became trumps. The military in most of the 

underdeveloped world hold the majority of the clubs. How

ever, in Dr, Rostow's opinion, it is not totally correct 

to think of the military as filling a vacuum, but rather 

it moves to break a stalemate in the process of political 

change. The success of a coup depends in part on civilian 

support and civilians have not given support until all 

simpler alternatives have been blocked. Hence in Rostow's 

view the coup has become the standard antidote to traditional 

depotisms and modem dictatorships—Including dictatorships 

established by military coups—as well as to entrenched 

oligarchies which have thwarted the parliamentary and 

electorlal procedures prescribed in the constitutions. 

Military governments in Egypt, Turkey, Iran, Ghana, Congo 

(Leopoldville), Togo, and Dahomey have been created with the 

assistance of civilian groups. When the civilian govern

ments in Africa and the Middle East fail to achieve their 

goals, military governments appear to be the last resort. 

While there is agreement that the coups in Africa and 

the Middle East are connected in some manner, there exists 

two extremely different opinions concerning a generalized 

theory on the basic causes for coups, S. E. Finer, a pro

fessor of government at the University of Manchester and 
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chairman of the Political Studies Association of the United 

Kingdom, is the spokesman for one of these groups while 

the writings of Keith Hopkins are manifestos of the oppos

ing group. 

The group of scholars represented by Finer contend 

that the military has been able to seize control of their 

nations because of a combination of poor economic develop

ment and a lack of political maturity. Finer in his book, 

The Man on Horseback, gives the most satisfactory statement 

of this theory. Finer sees "a continuum of civil-military 

relations ranging from legitimate pressure groups, by way 

of blackmail and the displacement of one civilian govern

ment for another, to the complete supplantment of civil 

government by the military." He believes that a second 

parallel continuum of political maturity exists. It is 

measured by three potentially overlapping variables: 

(1) the strength and extent of popular approval 
of Constitutional means of transferring povxer, 
for example elections, as exclusive sources of 
political legitimation; 
(2) the strength and extent of popular recogni
tion of the legitimate political authority; 
(3) the variety and power of separated insti
tutions (e.g. trade unions, industrial groups, 
the Church).117 

Keith Hopkins, "Civil-Military Relations in Develop
ing Countries, British Journal of Sociolop-y. XVII (June, 
1966), 171. 
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In Finer's opinion, the coup is most likely in tvro typed of 

societlesj (1) where these factors are relatively weak or 

small or (2) where even though these are strong there is a 

high degree of dlssensus among competing groups in the 

society, which tends to bring about a crisis of disorder. 

Finer also contends that coups are related to economic 

development, as measured by per capita Income and urbaniza

tion. He analyzed the successful and attempted coups in 

the period from 1958 to June of I965 and thus documented 

his hypothesis that coups occur more frequently in nations 

of low economic development. \ /! 

In extreme disagreement with Finer's conclusions is 

Keith Hopkins, a Lecturer of Sociology at the London School 

of Economics and Fellovj of King's College, Cambridge, 

Hopkins believes that Finer's studies were insufficient for 

two reasons. In general. Finer does not actually explain 

why.some underdeveloped nations, and not others, have coups. 

A more significant criticism is that "the correlation of low 

economic development and military coups does not help vali

date the attractive hypothesis on the relation between 

levels of political maturity and military intervention. "-̂-̂  

In this area Hopkins believes that a study by von der Mehden 

is valuable because it demonstrates that the more "democratic" 

118 Ibid.. p. 176. 
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or politically fraenented a developing nation is the more 

likely that nation will have a coup. Of the eighty-two 

countries in his study, not one Communist nation and only 

16 per cent of the one-party and one-party dominant nations 

had experienced a coup. An Increase of coups appears with 

the introduction of two-party and multiparty nations. While 

over 60 per cent of these nations have had coups, they are 

still rather stable as compared to nations that have no 

effective political parties. Of the seventeen nations 

classified in this manner, fourteen of their governments 

have been seized by the military. Hopkins believes that 

this study contains more valid conclusions than Finer's 

because it tends to answer why certain nations have coups 

and others do not. 

These two groups also disagree as to the motives of 

mllit8u:y leadership when seizing their governments. Finer, 

Janowitz, Shils, Gutteridge, Pye, and others contend that 

the military takes control of the government only when they 

have no other choice and for the good of their nation. In 

their opinion, the military is composed of a highly skilled 

Westernized elite viho has the desire to modernize their 

nation. Hopkins concedes that the military contains a 

V/esternized elite, but maintains the number of such individ

uals is extremely small and that many of the politicians 

in these nations are also VJesternized. He does not believe 
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it is enlightening to discuss modernization In the abstract. 

The desire for modernization may be widespread as is the 

desire to consume Western goods. What is more significant 

is the order of priorities and sacrifices. Who will be de

prived of what so that others should consume what goods? The 

military does not want to sacrifice or to be placed low on 

the priorities list, and thus, the military seized the gov

ernment in their own selfish Interest. Hopkins states, 

The political interventions of the military it 
seems to me to proceed not so much from its prior 
attitudes to social change but from its strategic 
position within the area of dlssensus, for its 
relatively large size and hierarchic organization 
facilitate a cohesion vxhich no other elite group 
can match.119 

The controversies over a generalized theory as to why devel

oping nations have military coups will continue for some 

time, but it is hoped that this work will assist others in 

arriving at an answer. 

For whatever the motive, the military have taken the 

future of Africa into their own hands. Chances of achieving 

their goals of modernization are slim due to Africa's pres

ent stage of underdevelopment, caused primarily by colonial

ism, and to factors that work against the success of a 

military government, no matter v:here it is established. 

Hans Daalder has stated: "When the military talces over the 

119 
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reins of government, they inherit not only the trappings 

120 

but the traps of povrer." One of these traps is the 

military mind itself. The education and experiences of a 

military leader may not be conducive to good relations be

tween his military administration and civilian subjects. 

Military rulers tend to believe that the army can control 

or push social change and modernization on a civilian popu

lation in the same manner as one can train a recruit, vzith 

the result that the military sometimes resorts to force 

when establishing its programs. 

Another trap in military administration is the fact . 

that the military administrator is not prepared to perform ̂  

the duties of a civilian administrator. The military man ^ 

has developed many skills useful to civilian life, but it 

does not mean these skills are sufficient to meet the com

plex requirements of modem public administration. Due 

to the range and mass of bureaucratic duties in most na

tions, it is virtually impossible to totally replace the 

Civilian administration. Generally, shortly after a coup, 

the new leaders establish parallel administration systems. 

The military insert their personnel into public offices to 

supervise and control the existing civilian administrator. 

In actuality, this creates a new layer in government and 

•^^%aalder, "Military in the Emerging Countries," p. 22. 
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complicates the channels of communication. The situation 

may become quite confused and lead to the creation of nevj 

problems, 

One newly created problem that occurs due to this 

situation is an upv̂ ard shift of decision. This is a result 

of a combination of fear and cooperation. Often the lower 

divisions in the decision process simply cannot agree. At 

other times, to make the wrong decision might cost them 

their lives, so they tend to make no decisions at all. A 

clamour arises later for deconcentratlon and decentraliza

tion of authority which will be of little avail, as long 

as effective povzer remains heavily concentrated in the hands 

of the military leadership. "̂ "̂̂  

If the military government cannot achieve its publicly 

stated goals, the actual stability of the existing govern

ment becomes questionable. This disenchantment with the 

ruling .junta may come within the ranlcs of military Itself 

or from another elite that either feels they have been left 

out of the spoils of the conquest or have been thrown aside 

by the tide of "progress." This may lead to more coups and 

what is knovm in political jokes as the game of "musical 

chairs" or "V/ho is heading the government today?" In the 

past this game V'ras limited to Latin America and the Middle 

^^^Ibid.. p, 123, 
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East, but it may be spreading to Sub-Saharan Africa, The 

counter coups in Ghana, Nigeria, Dahomey, and other Africa 

countries is proof that it may become a serious problem in 

the future, 

A Southeast Asian specialist, after the study of the 

civil-military relations of many lands, states: 

Our liberal tradition maizes it repugnant to con
template regimes controlled by military elements 
rather than civilian instrumentalities or repre
sentative government, but in Southeast Asia and 
other areas today the choice is not betvreen tv7o 
equally real alternatives. Recent developments 
indicate that the hope for genuinely representa
tive government is premature. The choice rather 
is betvreen seme form of tutelage that would leave 
the future open for development in a democratic 
fashion, or political disintegration, economic 
stagnation, and social confusion that would lead 
the people of Southeast Asia and other areas 
toward Comm-unism. Contemporary history gives 
strong evidence that totalitarianism can be de
stroyed only by warfare, vrhereas military regimes 
do not preclude development in the direction of 
constitutional democracy,122 

This vrark has revlevfed the history of the military in 

Africa to I966 with stress on the more recent coups. Of 

primary concern has been the various reasons v/hy the coups 

have occurred. The majority of its evidence supported the 

causal theory of coups as expressed by Finer, but this has 

to be qualified to a degree. There v/as evidence to support 

Hopkln's theory that coups occur because of ambitious mili

tary leadership. However, this paper must conclude that the 

122 
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majority of coups in Africa havre been led by an elitist 

army group that has seized the government in the best Inter

ests of the nation. 

A major reason for this conclusion is the evidence that 

demonstrates that the coups in Africa have tended to be 

revolutionary in character. These are revolutionary shifts 

to the right rather than to the left. The governments that 

the military tended to strike appeared to be moving tovrard 

socialism in some form or another. The military also tended 

to seize those nations whose leadership had a number of con

tacts and sympathies with the Russians and Chinese Communists. 

One of the first actions normally taken by the military gov

ernments vras to announce that they would allow and stress 

Investment and business in the private sector of their 

national economies. In addition, in a number of African 

nations the military proceeded to remove the Russian and 

Chinese Influence by either a curtailing of their embassy 

operations or total ouster of their personnel from the 

nation. 

There is some evidence that might allov? a conclusion 

that the right wing African governments will become as 

reactionary and unstable as Latin America's military govern

ments. A significant difference lies hov̂ ever, in the fact 

that the men behind the African coups do not represent the 

traditional upper class elite from which the Latin American 

junta leader so often comes. 
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The African military leadership is far more progressive 

in their thoughts and actions and appear to be closer in 

ideology to the revolutionary military leaders of the Middle 

East. This is due, in part, to their background as lower and 

middle class and to their university education in military 

academies. Due to these differences, Russell Hovre and others 

believe that this phase of the African revolution will not 

become a carbon copy of Latin American history. 

The future of Africa is one of hope. This hope should 

be tempered by the fact that there will probably be more 

coups and counter coups in Africa for some years to come, 

Russell Warren Howe has predicted there will be twenty 

African nations under the control of military governments 

by 1970, While this is possibly too high an estimate, it 

appears to be a fairly valid prediction, Mr. Hovje demon

strates great insight when he says: 

• The West should be tolerant and understanding of 
Africa's current junta phase, and even of the scan
dals which have triggered it; after all, despite 
the problems and temptations, no black or Arab 
African regime is quite as avrful as those in Pre
toria, Salisbury or Portuguese Africa. It is still 
valid to assume that the real elite, the mandarins 
who no\j shun politics for the civil service, pro
fessional life, or v7ork V7ith international bodies, 
will eventually take over and seek to redeem the 
disenchanting image of the present era—the last 
chapter of the Old Africa. The juntas have been 
mostly distinguished so far by patriotism and by 
Incorruptibility. It may well be to the mandarins 
that they will bequeath the reins.1^3 

•̂ "̂ R̂ussell Warren Howe, "The Junta Phase," Statist. 
January 21, I966, p. l49. 
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APPENDIX A 

BASIC MILITARY STATISTICS OF AFRICA* 

ALGERIA 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 

Civil Police 
General 
Police 

Population: 12,000,000 
Total armed forces: Approximately 48,000 
Total budget I966: $740,000,000 
Defense budget: $101,000,000 
Strength: 45,000 
Organized on a battalion basis 
Heavy equipment Includes field artillery 

and more than 50 T-34 and T-54 
Strength: 2,000 
80 plus MlG's 15, 17, and 21's 
A number of transports and helicopters 
Strength: 1,000 
1 215-ton coastal minesweepers 
3 subchasers 
8 PT boats 
30,000 
6,000 

BURUNDI 

General 

Army 
Gendarmerie 
Police 

Population: 2,600,000 
Total armed forces: 950 
Total budget I966: |15,232,360 
Defense budget; $1,200,000 
Strength: 950 
Strength: 1,000 
Strength: 850 

THE CAMEROWTS 

General 

Army 
Air Force 

Navy 

Population: 4,900,000 
Total armed forces: 3i500 
Total budget I966; $91,200,000 
Defense budget: $15,800,000 
Strength: 3,000 
Strength: 300 
1 Dakota transport and 2 light transports 
Strength: 200 
4 patrol boats of 100 tons 
1 river gunboat of 100 tons 
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Gendarmerie 
Police 

Strength: 3,000 
Strength: 5,900 

General 

Air Force 
Republican 
Guard 

Gendarmerie 
Police 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

Population: 1,500,000 
Total armed forces: 600 
Total budget I966: $31,812,000 
Defense budget: $2,325,000 
Strength: 100 
Strength: 700 

Strength: 5OO 
Strength: 330 

General 

Army 
Air Force 
Gendarmerie 
Police 

CHAD 

Population: 3,400,000 
Total armed forces; 9OO 
Total budget I966: $42,000,000 
Defense budget: $5,835,000 
Strength: 700 
Strength: 200 
Strength: 550 
Strength: 2,000 

General 

Army 
Air Force 
Navy 

Civil Police 
Police 

CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE) 

Population: 888,000 
Total armed forces: 1,400 
Total budget I966: $43,000,000 
Defense budget: $3,700,000 
Strength: 1.400 
Strength; 200 
Strength: 200 
5 patrol boats 
Strength: 500 
Strength: 1,400 

General 

CONGO (LEOPOLDVILLE) 

Population: I6,000,000 
Total armed forces: 32,000 
Total budget I966; $412,000,000 
Defense budget: $22,500,000 
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Army 
Air Force 

Navy 

Police 

Strength: 30,000 
Strength: 2,000 
125 aircraft of various types 
Strength: c, 200 
7 patrol boats (5 of these are designed for 
river patrols) 

Strength: 21,000 

General 

Army 
Air Force 
Gendarmerie 
Police 

DAHOMEY 

Population: 2,460,000 
Total armed forces: 1,800 
Total budget I966: $33,060,000 
Defense budget: $4,070,000 
Strength: 1,700 
Strength: 100 
Strength: 1,000 
Strength: 1,000 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 

Police 

ETHIOPIA 

Population: 23,000,000 
Total armed forces: 43,300 
Total budget I965: $179,680,000 
Defense budget: $40,040,000 
Strength: 40,000 
9 Infantry battalions of the Imperial Guard 
23 Infantry of the line battalions 
4 artillery battalions 
1 airborne rifle battalion 
1 armored squadron 
Strength: 2,000 
1 fighter squadron with 12 F-86F 
1 transport squadron 
20 Saab-l6 trainers 
50 plus other light aircraft including ;)et 
trainers 

Strength: 1,300 
1 ex-US seaplane tender viith a 5-ln gun; 
built in 1944 

5 ex-US patrol cutters 
2 ex-Yugoslav torpedo boats 
Strength: 28,000 plus 1,200 in a frontier 
guard 
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General 

Civil Police 

THE GAMBIA 

Population: 336,000 
No regular armed forces 
560 

General 

Army 
Air Force 
Navy 
Civil Police 
Police 

GABON 

Population: 468,000 
Total armed forces: 750 
Total budget 1964: $30,200,000 
Defense budget: $3,100,000 
Strength: oOO 
Strength: 50 
Strength: 100 
Strength: 900 
Strength: 6OO 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 

Worker's 
Brigade 

Police 

GHANA 

Population: 7,945.000 
Total armed forces: 17,000 
Total budget: estimate of I965-66. 

$352,240,000 
Defense budget; $44,240,000 
Strength: 15,000 (plus 5OO in the reserves) 
This included the Presidential Guard Regiment 

of 1,200 men that were eliminated in the 
coup of February 24, I967. 

6 Infantry battalions 
1 reconnaissance squadron with Saladin armored 
cars 

Strength: approximately 1.000 
50 light transport, liaison and training air
craft 

5 helicopters 
5 armed Jet trainers 
Strength: 1,000 (plus 200 in reserves) 
3 500-ton corvettes 
5 other major vessels 
Strength; 7,500 

Strength: 9,000 
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GUINEA 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 
Gendarmerie 
Police 

Population: 3,700,000 
Total armed forces: 5,500 
Total budget I966: $108,000,000 
Defense budget: $5,870,000 
Strength: 4,800 
Equipped with Soviet, Czech and Chinese 
weapons, armored cars and artillery 

A small air force is being established to 
be equipped with MiG-17 Jet fighters. 

A small navy is being established. 
Strength: 9OO 
Strength: 1,000 

IVORY COAST 

General 

Army 
Air Force 
Navy 
Gendarmerie 
Police 

Population: 3,920,000 
Total armed forces: 4,000 
Total budget I966: 
Defense budget; 
Strength 
Strength 
Strength 
Strength 
Strength 

3.500 
300 
200 
1,500 
800 

$1,480,000 
,825,000 

KENYA 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 
Police 

Population: 9,640,000 
Total armed forces: 4,800 
Total budget I966: $67,640,000 
Defense budget: $10,200,000 
Strength: 4,200 
3 Infantry battalions and a paratroop 
company 

Strength: 450 
21 light aircraft supplied by Britain" 
Strength: I50 
Strength: 11,500 including a light polane 
wing 
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LIBERIA 

General 

Army 
Navy 

Police 

Population: 1,090,000 
Total armed forces: 4,200 
Total budget 1964: $42,500,000 
Defense budget: $2,400,000 
Strength: 4.000 
Strength: 200 
1 750-ton yacht 
4 coastguard cutters 
Strength: 700 

General 

Army 
Air Force 

Navy 

Police 

LIBYA 

Population: 1,682,000 
Total armed forces: 7,000 
Total budget I966: $497,560,000 
Defense budget: $14,000,000 
Strength: 6,000 
Strength: 800 
6 light aircraft and a C-47 transport 
2 T-33 Jet trainers 
Strength: 200 
10 vessels of various sizes 
Strength: 12,000 

MALAGASY REPUBLIC 

General 

Army 
Air Force 

Navy 
Police 

Population: 6,810,000 
Total armed forces; 4,000 
Total budget I966: $94,800,000 
Defense budget: $9,130,000 
Strength: 3,500 
Strength: 400 
3 C-47's 
9 light aircraft 
Strength: 100 
Strength; 5,900 

MALAWI 

General 

Army 
Police 

Population; 4,042,000 
Total armed forces; 850 
Total budget 1964; $43,654,200 
Defense budget: $1,072,000 
Strength: 1,500 
Strength: 3,300 
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General 

Army 
Gendarmerie 
Police 

MALI 

Populationt 4,654.000 
Total armed forces: 3,500 
Total budget I966: $4 
Defense budget: 
Strength: 3,500 
Strength: 1,000 
Strength: 6OO 

$42,000,000 
,250,000 

General 

Army 
Air Force 

Police 

MAURITANIA 

Population: 1,100.000 
Total armed forces: 1,000 
Total budget I966: $17,400,000 
Defense budget: $4,060,000 
Strength: 9OO 
Strength: 100 
3 aircraft 
Strength: 8OO 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 

Gendarmerie 
Police 

MOROCCO 

Population: 13,882,000 
Total armed forces: 44,800 
Total budget: estimate of I965, $378,000,000 
Defense budget: $62,000,000 
Strength: 42,000 
15 Infantry battalions 
1 paratroop battalion 
1 armored and mobll battalion 
Strength: 2,000 
16 MiG-17 fighters 
2 11-28 jet bombers 
12 F-5 supersonic fighter bombers from the US 
30 liaison and training aircraft 
Strength: 800 
6 vessels of various sizes 
2,000 plus 14,000 auxiliaries 
14,000 

NIGER 

General Population: 3,537,000 
Total armed forces: 1,200 
Total budget 1964: $25,600,000 
Defense budget: $4,000,000 
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Army 
Air Force 

Gendarmerie 

Police 

Strength: 
Strength: 
3 aircraft 
Strength: 
Guard 

Strength: 

1,100 
100 

1,300 including 1,000 National 

400 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 

Police 

NIGERIA (prior to the creation of Biafra) 

Population: 58,600,000 (mid-1966 UN est.) 
Total armed forces: 11,500 
Total budget: estimate of I965-66, 

$448,840,000 
Defense budget: $54,000,000 
Strength: 9,000 
5 Infantry battalions 
Strength: 1,000 
80 various aircarft 
Strentth: 1.500 
1 frigate 
8 vessels of various sizes 
Strength: 24.000 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Territorial 
Force 

Police 

RHODESIA 

Population: 4.400.000 
Total armed forces: 4.400 
Total budget 1964; $206,500,000 
Defense budget: $16,130,000 
Regular strength: 3,400 
1 Special Air Service squadron 

2 Infantry brigades each with 1 Regular and 
2 active Territorial battalions 

Regular strength: 1,000 
15 Vampire day-fighter/ground attack aircraft 
12 Hunter 9 day-fighter/ground attack aircraft 
10 Canberra B2 light bombers 
2 Canberra T 4 light bombers 
30 light and transport aircraft 
Strength: 8,400 

Strength: Europeans, 2,000 active and 21,000 
reservist; Africans, 4,400 active and 
7,500 reservist 
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General 

Army 
Police 

RWANDA 

Population: 3,200,000 
Total armed forces: 2,500 
Total budget I9631 $19,700,000 
Defense budget: $1,300,000 
Strength: 2.500 
Strength: 750 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 

Gendarmerie 
Police 

SENEGAL 

Populat ion: 3.580,000 
Total armed forces: 5,500 
Total budter I966: $160,000,000 
Defense budget: $21,050,000 
Strength: 5,000 
4 motorized Infantry battalions 
1 parachute squadron 
Strength: 30O 
2 C-47's 
8 light aircraft 
Strength: 200 
3 10-ton patrol boats 
1 75-ton patrol boat 
Strength: 1.500 
Strength; 3.000 

General 

Army 
Navy 

Police 

SIERRA LEONE 

Population: 2,403.000 
Total armed forces: 1,360 
Total budget I966: $24,500,000 
Defense budget: $2,585,000 
Strength: 1,300 
Strength: 60 
Several small craft in use for routine 
harbor duties 

Strength: 2,050 

General 

Army 

SOMALIA 

Population: 2,58O,000 
Total armed forces: 9,500 
Total budget: estimate of I966, $23,602,000 
Defense budget: $6,700,000 
Strength: 8,000 
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Air Force 

Police 

Strength: 1,250 plus 
F-5ID Mustangs 
Small number of MJLG-17 and 21 Jet fighters 
C-47 transports and a few light aircraft 
Strength: 5,000 

Note: Late In I963 the Somali Government 
rejected a $10,000,000 Joint offer of mili
tary aid from the USA, Federal Germany and 
Italy. It then accepted a $25,000,000 offer 
from the USSR. The reported Intention is 
that the army shall be built up to 20.000 
men and the air force expanded. 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Population: 18,298,000 
Total armed forces: 108,000 
Total budget I966: $1,978,000,000 
Defense budget: $358,400,000 
Strength: 19,000 active—5.500 of these are 
regulars and the rest Citizen Force 
trainees 

40,000 of the total Citizen Force of 5O.OOO 
are ground troops. At present I6.500 men 
are called up each year and given 9 months 
full-time training follov:ed by 4 years part-
time training. . 

There is, in addition, a 51,500 part-time 
Commando force that is Intended for the 
maintenance of security in rural areas. 
There are 210 Commando units, each one being 
highly mobile; it includes Infantry and 
armored car sections and has an air section 
attached. The air commandos are being or
ganized into about 12 squadrons; they have 
a total of 250 aircraft some of vjhich are 
privately ovmed. 

Active strength; 4,000 
(a) 1 squadron with 18 Sabre Mk. 6 inter
ceptors (another 20 Sabres are held in 
reserve) 

1 squadron of I6 Mirage III C fighter-bombers 
equipped with Nord air-to surface missiles 

1 training squadron vrith 6 Canberra B-12s 
7 Shackleton maritime reconnaissance aircraft 
60 helicopters (some of which will be in the 
Air Commando secion referred to) 
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Navy 

Police 

18 Buccaneer Mk. 2 aircraft 
(b) The Citizen Force operates 6-8 squadrons 
with about 200 Harvard aircraft each able 
to carry 8 19-pound fragmentation bombs. 
Approximately 300 Harvards are in storage. 
Two other squadrons each with 15 Vampire 
FB-5s are operated by the Citizen Force. 

Active strength: 3,500 
2 1,700-ton destroyers 
4 2,100-ton frigates 
2 1,400-ton frigates 
2 1,000 ocean minesvreepers 
10 360-ton coastal mlnesvjeepers 
5 120-ton seaward defense boats 

Strength: 29,600 plus 6,000 reservists 
430 riot trucks and 80 armored cars 

SUDAN 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Navy 

Police 

Population: 13,530,000 
Total armed forces: I8.50O 
Total budget; estimate of I965-66. 

$209,090,000 
Defense budget: I965-66, $40 million 
Strength: 17,500 
An efficient force with British 88-mm. field 

artillery and British and Soviet annored 
cars and armored personnel carriers 

Strength: 400 
30 light transport, liaison and training 
aircraft 

Strength: 500 
4 100-ton patrol boats built in Yugoslavia 
Strength: 10.000 

TANZANIA 

General 

Army 

Air Force 

Police 

Population: 10.717,000 
Total armed forces; 2,100 
Total budget; estimate of I965, $131,915,000 
Defense budget: $7,225,000 
Strength: 1.700 
4 battalions—3 are to be in Tanganyika and 

1 in Zanzibar 
Strength: 400 
18 transport aircraft 
Strength: 1,350—including a parachute 
company. 
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General 

Army 
Navy 

Police 

TOGO 

Population: 1,680,000 
Total armed forces: 1,4^0 
Total budget I966: $22,400,000 
Defense budget: $2,757,000 
Strength: 1,200 
Strength: 250 
1 river gunboat 
4 patrol vessels 
Strength: 1,000 

General 

Army 
Air Force 

Gendarmerie 
Police 

TUNISIA 

Population: 4,470,000 
Total armed forces: 18,000 
Total budget: estimate of I965, $190,950,000 
Defense budget: $8,180,000 
Strength: 17.000 
Strength: 500 
17 prop trainers 
8 armed Jet trainers 
2 helicopters 
Strength: 5,000 
Strength: 4,600 

General 

Army 
Air Force 
Police 

UGANDA 

Population: 7,740,000 
Total armed forces: 5,960 
Total budget 1964; $93,000,000 
Defense budget: $4,100,000 
Strength: 5,700 
Strength: 260 
Strength: 5,500 

General 

Army 

UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC (Prior to the Six Day War) 

Population: 30,147,000 
Total armed forces: 130,000 
Total budget: estimate of 1964, $2,724,120,000 
Defense budget: $320,000,000 
Strength: 100,000 of which 35,000 were in the 
Yemen 

4 infantry and 2 armored divisions 
650 Soviet built tanlcs 
There is, in addition, a National Guard of 

50,000 men. 
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Air Force 

Navy 

Strength: 20,000 
25 Tu-16 Badger medium bombers 
100 11-28 
50 MlG-21 fighters 
110 MlG-19 fighters 
150 MIG-17 fighters 
10 batteries of Soviet built SA-1 Guideline 
ground-to-air missiles 

Strength: 10,000 
4 Skoryl class destroyers of 2,600 tons 
6 escort vessels of 700 to 1,700 tons 
8 ex-Soviet W-class submarines of 1,000 tons 
14 minesweepers 
Smaller craft Include 5 75-ton fast patrol 
boats with surface-to-surface missiles of 
10 to 15 mile range and 40 motor torpedo 
boats 

Police 

Note: 250 mobile single stage ground-to-
ground missiles have been built. They in
clude the Al Zafar which carries a 1,000 lb, 
warhead some 235 miles and the Al Kahar 
which csirrles a rather larger warhead up 
to 375 miles. There is no evidence that 
they have a modern guidance system. 

Strength: I50.OOO 

UPPER VOLTA 

General 

Army 
Gendarmerie 
Air Force 
Police 

Population: 5,054,000 
Total armed forces: 1,500 
Total budget 1964; $36,716,000 
Defense budget: $2,800,000 
Strength 
Strength 
Strength 
Strength 

1,200 to 1.500 
1.500 including 500 National Guard 
50 
300 

*MaJor sources: S. H. Stelnburg, ed., The Statemen's 
Year Book. I967-68 (New York: St. Martin's Press. I968); 
David Wood. "The Armed Forces of African States," Adelphl 
Papers. No. 27,(London: Institute of Strategic Studies, 
April. 1966). 

and 
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