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PREFACE 

Some 25000 - 40000 years ago the first 
Indian stepped across the Bearing Straight 
into what is now North America. The search 
and pursuit of big game pulled these 
peoples out of Asia onto the vast untouched 
lands of the Americas. Within a period of 
about 300 years more that 300000 Indians 
populated an area extending from the 
Northern most parts of North America 
throughout Central America and reaching to 
the Southern most tip of South America. 

The development of North American 
Indians was phenominal in itself. From the 
period of those first hunters coming to North 
America to the time of the first European 
settlers in North America, developed 
cultures as diverse as any existing prior or 
since that time any where in the world. With 
a population of some 10 million people the 
Indians spread across every area of North 
America. 

With the coming of the Euro-American 
Anglo-Saxon cultures came the destruction 
of 90% of the Indians on the continent. 
Disease spread through the Indians 
population as a result of the white settlers. 
With the whites came a sense of manifest 
destiny - the whites were a chosen people 
able to take anything they wished and 
change any peoples they wished. The white 
settlers had little regard for anything which 
in some way did not benefit themselves. The 
new American cultures took the homelands 
of the Indians and moved the Indians to 
areas the white had yet to settle, or had yet 
to find any benefits in exploiting. 

The Euro-Americans approach to 



dealing with the Indians was to change the 
Indians to the way of the white man - turn 
them into yeoman farmers as Thomas 
Jefferson desired. Some Indians did in fact 
attempt to yield to the wishes of the 
Americans, but to no avail. They too were 
eventually run from their lands. The 
Americans view of the Indians during this 
period was paternalistic - the Indians being 
wards of the state. As America's white 
population grew to the west more and more 
Indians were pushed aside. The Indians 
unable to adapt to the American society, 
eventually became totally dependent upon 
that society for their existance. 

The failure of the American people to 
understand a culture other than their own 
resulted in vast catastrophies. Even today 
most Americans do not make an attempt to 
understand existing cultures other than their 
own. The result was and has been the 
degrading of the Indians to a status of 
second or third class citizens. 

The Institute of the American Indian is an 
architectural focus on those issues past, 
present, and future concerning the 
relationship between the Indian and other 
American cultures. The issues concerning 
the center are among the most basic of 
ideas. The idea of understanding ones 
neighbor, and the understanding of people 
different than ones self are concerns every 
person should recognize. The United States 
although at one time mostly Anglo in nature, 
or at least mostly controlled by Anglos, is 
fast becoming a more diversified society. 
People need to live with others and to 
understand the views of those other 
peoples. 



Other issues to be looked at through a 
project of this nature are environmental 
issues. The planet on the whole is 
becoming a waste land with the practices of 
the United States leading the way in that 
destruction. The Indian practices of land 
management and existance with the 
environment are important lessons to be 
learned by the other American cultures. The 
failure of American cultures to understand 
the relationship between Indians and 
themselves is an indication of the problem 
of most Americans to look never beyond 
themselves. 



THESIS STATEMENT 

The Institute of the American Indian will 
serve as a center for education. Education 
for the understanding of the relationship 
between the Indian and other American 
cultures. To often, as has been the case with 
the Indian and other American cultures one 
culture (the Euro-American culture) has 
forced its ideas or perspectives of life on the 
other culture (Indian culture). This has been 
done without understanding the Indian 
culture. 

The Institute will help to introduce the 
culture of the Indians to other peoples. This 
introduction will be based on the history and 
perspective of the Indians themselves - not 
on that of the white or Anglo 
Saxon/European cultures as has been the 
tendency in the past. The Institute will be 
forward looking, helping to establish a 
method by which the groups can live 
together without the sense of wardship that 
exsists today. 

Several problems arise as a result of 
this attempt at education. First of all, for the 
American cultures to gain any true feeling 
for the Indians, they must be educated by 
the Indians themselves. A one to one 
contact must occur between the Indians and 
the American cultures. This itself creates a 
problem. For, if the Indians are to maintain 
any sort of exsistance, an exsistance in 
which they are not trying or being forced to 
adapt to the ways of the American culture 
they must remain seperated from that 
American culture. But, for the American 
culture to become educated to the ways of 
the Indians they need the influence which 



only the Indians themselves can provide. 
Another problem arises when an attempt is 
made to integrate a number of Indian 
cultures together. So much diversity exsists 
between the seperate Indian cultures that it 
makes it imposssible to treat the Indians as 
one people. This makes it necessary for the 
Institute to become highly specialized - or 
focused on one group of Indians. 

The Institute of the American Indian will 
achieve its objectives of education at three 
levels. The first level being one in which a 
number of people, whether they be artists, 
historians, sociologists, archaeologists, 
anthropologists, political scientists or 
psychologists will be able to work and 
conduct research in an atmosphere which 
supports the understanding of the 
relationship between the Indian and other 
American cultures. This research will be 
done under the guidance of those Indians 
willing to share with other peoples the 
methods by which they live and have 
survived and their concerns for the future. In 
this light it will be important for these 
peoples to live together at the center so that 
they might be able to develop a sense of 
community between teacher and student or 
even the tribal or village sense of 
community which exists with the Indians 
themselves. 

The second level of the center will be 
one in which peoples from outside the 
Institute participate in seminars or 
symposiums concerning the issues of the 
American Indians. At this level the 
participants of the center will act as diciples, 
spreading the news of the American Indians 
by way of their writings and teachings in 
other areas of the country. 



The third level of the Institute will be one 
in which daily visitors gain information about 
Indian culture. Visitors to the center will be 
able to view painting or sculpture of current 
artists, read works by historians and 
sociologists or view artifacts while at the 
center. At this level the center will serve as a 
classroom for students of the American 
Indian. 

Another issue which arises, in terms of 
the education of one culture to the ways of 
another culture is the fact that many groups 
of Indians have lost tract of their traditional 
values and cultures. Most Indians having 
histories and traditions which are or were 
passed down verbally from one genertion to 
the next have encountered losses of their 
traditions as a result of the the intervention 
of the Euro-American peoples - whether it 
be through diseases introduced and the 
lives lost because of this or through the 
attempts of the white culture to assimilate 
the Indians into the American way of life. 
One of the only ways in which these Indians 
have been able to "rediscover" their 
traditional culture is through the help and 
re-education by historians, anthropologists 
and sociologists who have dedicated 
themselves to Indian studies. An interaction 
at this level between Indians and teachers 
will be of a direct immediate benefit to the 
Indians themselves. 

Because it is necessary for the Institute 
to exsist at a highly specialized level - in the 
sense that only those Indians similar to 
each other will be able to exist together at 
the center during any one period of time, 
and because, for the most part, those 
people who will be experiencing the center 



are highly specialized in terms of their 
interests, it becomes necessary for the 
institute to exist on a cyclical basis. A basis 
in which a group of Indians and a group of 
researchers intrested in a specific area will 
attend the institute during the same period 
of time, whether it be three weeks or six 
months. This cycling of events will allow the 
institute to be very diverse - to address the 
needs of as many people as posssibie. 

The site of the Institute of the American 
Indian will be in the area of Santa Fe, New 
Mexico. The reasons for choosing this area 
are numerous. Already existing in the area 
is a strong Indian culture. With the Indians 
there also exists Spanish and other 
American cultures. These separate groups 
have been able to evolve much as they 
have wished - without the interference of 
other groups. A sense of respect of the 
various cultures by the various cultures 
seems to exist in the area. 

Existing as a part of the environment - a 
piece of the landscape - the architecture will 
be exemplified. It will be very important for 
the Institute to exist with the environment, 
much the way the Indians themselves exist. 
But, it is of equal importance that the 
architecture not depend soley on the past. 
Using the knowledge of the day and 
applying it to the future is the path in which 
the architecture must follow. 

Through a center like the Institute of the 
Amer ican Indian proposed an 
understanding, to some degree of the Indian 
and other American cultures and the 
relationship between them can be achieved. 



USER, ACTIVITY, PATTERN ANALYSIS 

Attending the Institute of the American 
Indian at all times will be a group of 
researchers and instructors. This group will 
form the backbone of the the center. From 
this group of people will come the ability of 
the other groups as well as the center itself 
to exsist. 

This group of researchers will include 
artists - being painters, sculptors, 
ceramicists, weavers and others; historians -
whether they study the Indians themselves, 
or the relationship between the Indians and 
other American cultures; sociologists -
studying the Indian and Amercan cultures; 
political scientists - looking at the past, 
present and future relationship between 
Indian and the United States government 
and State governments; anthropologists 
and archaeologists - studying the past and 
present cultures of the Indians; 
psychologists - learning about the 
relationship between the different cultures. 

Each of these groups will live and work 
at the center for an amount of time and each 
will have special needs while at the Institute. 
The attempt of the center will be to in some 
way unite these groups together into a 
cohesive unit which can in some way 
positively affect the other areas of the 
Institute, the community and hopefully to an 
extent affect an entire culture and its views. 

Creating a sense of community among 
the researchers themselves will be an 
important part of the Institute. This 
community will have to both live and work 
together while at the Institute. 
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The idea that the Institute will exisit for 
the use of man, as a part of nature - existing 
with the environmnet will be a theme which 
will be exemplified throughout the project; 
existing in every space of the Institute -
inside and out will be reminders or 
examples of this relationship. 



THE LIVING SPACES 

While studying at the Institute each of 
the researchers will be required to live at the 
center along with the instructors. Hopefully 
by living together as a group, the 
researchers will be able to gain a more 
thourough understanding of the Indian life -
in terms of customs and attitudes. 

During any one period at the Institute an 
attempt will be made to have an Indian 
representative in each of the areas of study. 
Along with each of these representatives 
will be two or three student researchers -
making a total of 15 to 20 people attending 
the center as teacher/student during any 
one cycle. This will also be true for those 
Indians attending the Institute of the 
American Indian for the purpose of 
re-discovering their lost traditions. The 
needs of the groups attending the Institute, 
in terms of living conditions will be similar -
in fact the same for each group of students 
and teachers. 

Each researcher will have a living space 
of their own. A space in which they will be 
able to sleep, bathe, study, or relax in 
private. It will be necessary for students and 
teachers to have some isolation while at the 
center. A private living quarters will serve as 
a relaxation area during a portion of the day. 
It must be made possible for the researchers 
to escape from the rest of the activities and 
people in areas throughout the Institute for 
the well being of the participants 
themselves. Another area in the Institute 
which deals with the activity of living will be 
a communal area in which the researchers 
can gather together and discuss topics of 
concern - or where meetings can occur 

10 



between researchers. The commons space 
will allow for some place in which one will 
be able to escape and relax after a days 
activities. 

Eating or the consumption of food will be 
another activity which ties into the living 
portion of the Institute. Eating will be done in 
a communal atmosphere in that all meals 
will be taken together. This will provide for 
yet another place in which fellowship can 
occur between the participants. Along with 
the activities of eating comes the activity of 
food preparation, clean up and delivery. 
These activities will be done by additional 
employees at the center. This will allow for 
more time to be dedicated to the ongoing 
work at the center. 

Housing for the researchers should be 
seperated from the working areas of the 
center - or should at least have a feel of 
being seperated from these other parts. This 
seperation will provide for a sense of not 
being totlally attached to ones own area of 
research for the entire day but will provide 
the opportunity for each of the people at the 
center to experience other people at the 
center and the ideas which they possess, an 
opportunity to experience the community as 
a whole. 

Each of these living oriented spaces will 
provide for a feeling of the close relationship 
between man, the Institute and the 
environment. In all areas of the Institute it 
will be obvious to who ever uses the center 
the importance of the existance between 
man and nature. One of the most important 
indications of this relationship will be 
through the use of outdoor spaces. Through 
the use of outdoor spaces, a strong 
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being totlally attached to ones own area of 
research for the entire day but will provide 
the opportunity for each of the people at the 
center to experience other people at the 
center and the ideas which they possess, an 
opportunity to experience the community as 
a whole. 

Each of these living oriented spaces will 
provide for a feeling of the close relationship 
between man, the Institute and the 
environment. In all areas of the Institute it 
will be obvious to who ever uses the center 
the importance of the existance between 
man and nature. One of the most important 
indications of this relationship will be 
through the use of outdoor spaces. Through 
the use of outdoor spaces, a strong 
environmental relationship will be 
established within the Institute of the 
American Indian. This use of outdoor 
spaces will be a major aspect of the Institute 
- one which will be addressed casually 
throughout this description and covered 
more formally afterwards. 

Listed at the end of each user, activity 
and pattern analysis will be a descriptive 
table with each of the major and minor 
spaces of the Institute and an analysis of 
each of those spaces. The purpose of this 
table will be to highly focus the concerns of 
the individual spaces being dealt with in the 
Institute of the American Indian. 
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THE WORK SPACES 

Each of the work spaces will be divided 
up according to the area in which they are to 
serve. By division it is meant that the spaces 
will have a sense of seperaction in that the 
work which occurs in one will not inhibit the 
research going on in the others. Each of the 
research/work spaces will be situated so 
that the researchers in that area are able to 
obtain as much comfort as possible and are 
able to associate whatever type of research 
being conducted to that of the whole 
Institute and to that of the goal of the 
Institute. This will be accomplished by way 
of having the work spaces oriented so that 
each researcher feels as a part of the whole. 
The idea of the researchers living and 
working together. The fact that the Institute 
will exist so closely with the environment will 
enhance these ideas. The fact that there is 
an Indian representative working with each 
student researcher, teaching each student 
will also bring this fact to light. 
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THE ARTISTS 

Each area of art will include its own 
work space. This is ncessary so that the 
different types of media ie. paint, ceramics, 
stone, metal etc. will not interfere with the 
use of the other materials in any negative 
way. The work space for each of these 
areas will be located near each other for 
the further reinforcement of the idea of 
community. This time the community is 
being broken down into a smaller unit - but 
one of equal importance. To some degree 
the artists will exist on a level different than 
that of the other researchers. The artists will 
have the public to contend with during some 
periods. The institute will serve as a 
learning center or in this case, an area in 
which visitors will be able to view some of 
the ongoing work at the center. This will be 
done by allowing visitors to view the artists 
at work in thier studios. 

Santa Fe having a mild climate will 
allow for some of the artistic work to take 
place out of doors. This will provide the 
opportunity for studio spaces to be both 
indooor and outdoor spaces. 

15 



THE PAINTING STUDIO 

As is suspected, painting will occur 
within the painting studio. Painting studios 
traditionally have a need for the indirect light 
provided by north facing openings. In some 
cases because of the size of large canvases 
and the need to store these, an increased 
ceiling height is needed, usually needing to 
be about 15 feet. Since a variety of painting 
types will be occuring within this studio an 
additional seperation will need to occur. 
Providing, for example an area in which oil 
paints and water base paints can be used 
without one harming the other. Within the 
painting studio storage space will be 
provided for canvas, paints, brushes, and 
other painting supplies. Water will need to 
be provided to these spaces as well as 
sinks for use in cleaning the painting 
supplies and studio. Adequate ventillation 
will be important to this area because of the 
use of solvents. No direct light should be 
allowed into this area but diffused ight 
should be abundant - natural light being 
most highly desired. 

Both the problems of ventillation and 
the supply of favoravie lighting will be 
solved by way of window openings. Natural 
ventillation as well as natural light will be 
positive additions to this space. In addition 
to natural ventillation an additional 
mechanical system will be installed - thus 
allowing for adequate ventilation year 
around. 

The painting studio will provide for a 
space in which the painters themselves are 
allowed to concentrate on the painting and 
not the creation of an optimal setting for the 
painting activity. This will be provideed for 
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through the architecture. The setting of the 
studio in relation to the landscape and the 
Institute itself should be one which provides 
inspiration for each painter. 

17 
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THE CERAMICS STUDIO 

Activities occuring in the ceramics lab 
will vary from throwing pots to hand 
building objects. Glazing of clay pieces will 
occur as well as the firing of clay objects. All 
of these events can occur in both indoor and 
out door settings, although some are best 
suited for one or the other. 

The glazing and storage of supplies are 
among those activities which are best suited 
for an indoor setting, while on the other 
hand, because of the heat produced by kilns 
with the firing of objects, it is in most cases 
most successful in an outdoor setting. A 
number of firing techniques will be taking 
place by the artists at the center, therefore 
povided in the studio will need to be a 
variety of elements. Both electric kilns and 
gas kilns will exist at the studio. Because it 
is harmful to breathe the powdered clay 
used in the making of usable clay it is 
necessary for this area to be well ventillated 
to provide for the safety of the users. 
Mechanical vacuum type blowers will 
provide for this safety. Storage areas will 
need to be provided for clay, glazes, clay 
tools, scrap clay, prepared clay and for the 
pieces constructed by the artists. Tables or 
other flat surfaces will be provided for the 
wedging of clay and for the construction of 
hand built objects. Water and sink areas are 
also necessary in a ceramics lab. 

Visitors will be allowed into this area to 
view artists at work. Because of this it will be 
necessary to provide for some sort of 
security in this area as well as in all of the 
artistic studios. For the most part these 
areas will be occupied during the time 
visitors might be around the area so much of 
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the security will be taken care of as a result 
of this presence. For those times in which 
the artists are not in the studio it will be 
necssary for supplies to be locked up and 
the area to be protected. 

Once again the idea of the Institute of 
the American Indian being closely 
associated or related to the environment will 
be an important issue addressed by this 
space. 
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THE SCULPTURE STUDIO 

The sculpture studio will be much like 
the other studios in that it will be a space 
which will use both an indoor and outdoor 
setting. It will provide space enough for 
large pieces of metal, wood or stone - or 
whatever media the artists choose to work 
in. The activities which will occur in the 
sculpture studio will be ones of creating 
sculpture. Because of the wide variety of 
media used in the making of sculpture, the 
studio will need to be very diverse. 

Existing in the studio will be welding 
equipment - both gas and electrical arc 
welding equipment, air powered tools for 
use in stone work and enough lifting 
equipment to deal with the heavy weights of 
material which can be used in sculpture. 
Water will be necessary in the scullpture 
studio for use in cleaning and for use with 
equipment and sculpture itself. Because of 
the amount of noise which can occur as a 
result of cutting, chipping stone or the sound 
of metal knocking against other pieces of 
metal, it will be necessary for the sculpture 
studio to be somewhat isolated from the 
other areas of the Institute. This isolation will 
need to exsist in terms of sound isolation not 
so much in terms of location isolation. 
Ventillation and lighting will be important 
issues within the sculpture studio as it was 
in the other studios and will be achieved in 
similar fashion. 

The sculpture studio will be visited by 
visitors intrested in this area of the Institute 
as the other areas of the Institute are also 
visited. Safety of these visitors will be more 
of an issue here than in most of the other 
areas. This will be done by a physical 
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seperation of the visitors from the sculpture 
under construction. Finished pieces of 
sculpture will be on exibit in the gallery 
spaces of the Institute. 
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GENERAL PUPOSE STUDIO 

The general purpose art studio will be 
one in which a variety of types of art can 
take place; whether these activities be 
weaving or basketmaking. Another purpose 
of this studio will be one of instruction. The 
space will be used for the education of 
visitors to a method of art - much in the way 
a classroom is used in a school. The 
incorporation of this studio as part of the 
Institute and the environment as whole is an 
important feature of this area. 

Lighting for the general purpose studio 
will need to be acceptable to a wide variety 
of actvities. Like the other studios this studio 
will exisit in a indoor/outdoor area, meaning 
that during the warmer summer days 
participants will be able to work in an 
outdoor setting if desired. Water will be 
provided for this area as was done for in the 
other areas. The volume or ceiling height 
will be more of a psychological factor in this 
area unlike the more functional heights 
required in the sculpture studio, A close 
relationship of the general studio and the 
other studios will need to occur. 
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GENERAL STUDIO INFORMATION 

As has been stated before each of the 
studio areas will exist in close relationship 
with other studios, the Institute itself and the 
environment. This idea will be repeated 
throughout the entire project. The 
indoor/outdoor existance will act as a 
reminder of this idea not only to the artists 
themselves but to visitors as well. 

Each of the spaces while being unique 
unto themselves will have some similarities. 
Adequate storage which is secure will be 
provided for in each of the studios. Clean up 
will be a task which will take place in each 
studio, and because of the wide variety of 
activities which will be taking place in this 
area of the Institute it will be necessary to 
keep each area as clean as possible. This 
will make it necessary for the flooring and 
wall coverings of the studios to be 
condusive to cleaning. It also becomes 
necessary for the development of a method 
of storing the trash which will certainly build 
up in each of the studios. 

Because of the seperation between the 
studios and the other areas a means of 
transportation will need to be provided. By 
transportation it is meant that a path for foot 
transportation or wheelchair transportation 
will be provided. Delivery of supplies and 
equipment will be taking place on a regular 
basis to this area of the Institute as well as to 
other areas of the Institute. Delivery of 
supplies to one point will be an optimal 
situation for the studios, making it necessary 
for the studios and delivery point to be 
convienent to each other. A means of 
transferring the goods from the delivery area 
to each studio will also need to be provided. 
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Some goods, especialy those large 
sculptural supplies may need to be 
delivered directly to the studio. Safety of 
Institute visitors will be a concern once 
again while supplies are being delivered. 

Another necessary space which will 
need to be provided in the area of the 
studios will be rest room space. This space 
will need to be conviently located between 
all of the studios. 

The art studio area will be very important 
to the success of the Institute. Here will be 
produced objects in which visitors to the 
center will be able to see immediate results. 
The ability of visitors to the center to see 
something actually being produced before 
their eyes will be an important feature of the 
center. Because of the high awareness of 
art in the Santa Fe area, the art studios and 
exhibition of art produced at the center will 
be a feature of the center which draws 
people and puts the center in the eye of the 
community. 

Along with the artists at the Institute of 
the American Indian will exist other 
researchers. These researchers will be 
studying other areas of the Indian -
American cultures relationship. They will be 
doing so at a number of levels. Research 
will be conducted in the areas of history, 
sociology, anthropology, political science, 
and psychology. Each of these areas will 
have special needs unique unto 
themselves, although, many of the needs 
they will have in common. The need for 
study areas, writing areas, discussion and 
reading will be among these mutual needs. 
A library area will serve many of these 
needs for each of the researchers. 
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THE LIBRARY 

The library at the Institute will be a 
multi-use area in which the researchers 
themselves will be able to conduct studies. 
The library will also serve members of the 
community; members with an interest in the 
ideas studied at the institute. At this level 
the Institute will exist as an arena for debate 
and discussion about the Indian - Euro 
American relationship. Much of the research 
which is conducted will also be done in the 
field or areas around the Institute. Santa Fe 
being a strong cultural center will provide for 
ample areas in which other types of 
research might be conducted. 

The library itself will provide space for a 
number of activities. The holding of volumes 
concerning the topics discussed and 
researched at the Institute will be provided. 
Spaces for writing and studying will also be 
provided and the storage of documents will 
be another feature of the Institutes library. 

Psychologically the library will create an 
image of scholorly aire. Once again existing 
as an important part of the environment the 
library will be above all else an area of 
learning - every aspect of this idea should 
be enhanced. Spaces should be provided 
for group discussion as well as private 
study. The controlling of the environment 
within the library will be an important issue 
dealt with, in the library. Humidity and room 
temperature will be important for both the 
users of the library and the documents 
contained in the library. Along these same 
lines is the issue of lighting. While the 
libraries high use periods will be during the 
day time hours - daylighting will be an 
important idea dealt with. 
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The library will provide spaces for 
discussion between a number of people 
ranging from small to large groups. These 
meeting spaces will not necessarily have to 
be a part of the library but should be close in 
proximity. The combination of the library and 
the meeting rooms will help to form an area 
in the Institute in which the pursuit of 
discussion, debate and scholorly activities is 
enhanced and in fact encouraged. The 
meeting rooms described here are 
secondary to the main lecture halls used for 
seminars or symposiums which make up the 
bulk of the second level of the Institute. That 
level which caters to the needs of those 
people attending the center for discussion of 
those current issues of Indian and other 
American cultural relationships. 

30 



M
E

E
TI

N
G

 
O 

O 

• 

© 

o 

o 

o 

m 

4
0

0 

O
FF

IC
E

 

O 

O 

O 

© 

© 

O 

o 

© 

3
0

0 

R
E

A
D

IN
G

/S
T

U
D

Y
 

© 

• 

• 

• 

© 

© 

© 

• 

4
0

0 

D
O

C
U

M
EN

fT
S

 

• 

• 

© 

• 

• 

© 

m 

• 

1
5

0
0 

LIBRARY 

Strong Relationship© 

© 
Weak Relationship © 

VISITORS 

LIGHTING 

ACOUSTICS 

MECHANICAL SYSTEM 

SURFACE MATERIALS 

DELIVERY 

MAINTENANCE 

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

SQUARE FEET 



THE LECTURE HALL 

The lecture hall will be a space which 
has a more formal feel about it. The idea 
being that of a ceremony of some 
importance, one in which, people from all 
over the country attend a meeting of great 
importance in terms of the problems 
discussed, and the proposals being made 
for the solution to some of the current 
situations involving Indan and other 
American cultures. This space will show the 
majesty of the Institute and the environment 
in which it operates. Its location will be in a 
central location to the other functions of the 
center. 

This area of the center will act as the 
messenger of the Institute, in that 
information gained at this level will have an 
immediate and far reaching affect on those 
people attending the meeting or seminar at 
the center; from the point that knowledge 
gained will be transferred back to the 
hometown area of the visitors using the 
center. A unifying area or foyer in which the 
meeting rooms are located around will also 
exist. 

As for the physical make up and actual 
activities occuring within the lecture hall, 
there will be many, and diverse types. The 
area will service the daily seminars and 
larger symposium meetings. It will also 
serve those special one time type meetings 
which will lend to the Institute the unique 
feeling which will be part of the attraction of 
the center. The hall will seat approximately 
50 persons; a size small enough to allow for 
a fairly easy communication of topics. The 
lecture hall will include a small stage, one 
which plays or presentations could be 
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performed. 

Acoustics will be the special or unique 
challenge in this space, in terms of design.. 
Lighting in this area will be almost entirely 
from artificial means - the reasons being that 
the light will need to be controlled. 
Controlled in the sense of having to be 
present at one moment and non existant or 
highly focused at the next. 

Closely associated with the main lecture 
hall will be smaller meeting areas. These 
areas will serve in much the same way that 
the lecture hall does - but with one major 
difference. That difference being one in 
which smaller groups will be able to focus 
more specifically on subjects. The 
controlling of environmental or mechanical 
issues existing in the lecture hall will be of 
major consequence in the meeting areas. 
Temperatures will have to be highly 
controlled within the lecture areas. With the 
increase of people within this area there will 
have to also be a decease in temperature. 
As for the mechanical system and the 
control of the noise level created as a result 
of the system - it will have to be as close to 
non existant as possible as to allow for easy 
communication. 

The lecture hall and meeting areas will 
leave an impression on the participants 
which will be carried into each individual 
meeting and beyond. This space will be a 
transition space between that initial 
introduction to the Institute of the American 
Indian and the actual reason for attending 
the Institute, 
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THE MUSEUM GALLERY 

The initial introduction to the center for 
most people will be the museum or gallery 
space containing on exhibition the work of 
current research at the center. Whether 
those works be art exhibits or exhibits of 
historical information currently being studied 
. This museum space itself will be relatively 
small in terms of most Indian cultural 
museums, for the reason that it will be highly 
specialized in terms of what is on exhibit. 
The exhibits at the museum will cycle as the 
focus of the Institute cycles, and will serve 
as an introduction to the current issues 
being addressed by the Institute as a whole 
during the present period of time. Since the 
museum will be an initial introduction to all 
who visit the center it should act as an 
indicator of what the Institute stands for. The 
relationship of the environment, the institute 
and the user will be of utmost importance. 
The environment of the museum itself will 
have to be highly controlled in terms of 
lighting, heating, cooling and materials 
used for surfaces. 

Lighting will need to be adequate for 
walking about the museum but will also 
need to be focused so that pieces in the 
museum are enhanced. This does not 
exclude the idea of natural lighting, for in 
this area will exist the relationship of the 
environment and the center, and the unique 
possibilities for taking advantage of that 
relationship.The controlled environment will 
be essential in making the museum a 
pleasent experience for the user. The 
introduction to the museum space itself will 
be a beginning step in that journey through 
the Institute as a whole. The museum space 
should act as an indicator to the importance 
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of the transition from space to space through 
the Institute of the American Indian. 
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THE OFFICE SPACES 

Offices will be provided for the director 
and secretary of the Institute of the American 
Indian. These offices will act as the business 
center and information center of the Institute. 
Both the director and secretary will have 
their own office space. The secretary will act 
as mediator between the public and 
director. These offices will be located in the 
area of museum/gallery and lecture halls, 
but should be convienient to all areas of the 
Institute, 

The physical make up of these spaces 
will include lighting levels sufficient for 
business activities and an environment 
which is controlled in terms of temperature 
and noise. Also being dealt with in these 
offices will be the usage of daylighting and 
environmental design techniques, those 
same issues being dealt with throughout the 
center. 
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THE MECHANICAL SPACES 

The ultimate failure or success of any 
project rests most heavily upon the 
successess of the mechanical systems, and 
environment within the project - and this 
shall be the case with the Institute of the 
American Indian. 

Primarily the methods incorporated 
within the Institute will be those which most 
effectively represent the association 
between man, environment and the Institute. 
Therefore, when at all possible this 
relationship will be achieved through the 
use of environmental design or solar 
methods - passive solar when at all 
possible. Methods incorporated will include: 
earth berms, effective daylighting 
techniques, trombe walls, expansive south 
glazing, massing of walls and flooring for 
heat retension and release, cooling by 
means of pooling of water and by way of the 
earth itself. 

In some areas of the Institute there will 
be a dependence upon mechanical type 
systems. In the cases of the artist studios, a 
means for ventilation sufficient enough to 
provide for the safety of researchers and 
visitors will be necessary. The library and 
museum spaces will in some instances 
have to rely upon mechanically controlled 
environment, with respect to heating, 
cooling and lighting. The food preparation 
area will be another space in which these 
will be a necessity. 

As for the mechanical spaces 
themselves, they will have to be above all 
else functional. In the case of delivery; 
supplies will need to be delivered to the 
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kitchen area, studio areas, lecture hall area, 
and museum. The delivery area therefore 
will have to be convenient to each of these 
spaces. 

Rest rooms are also included as part of 
the mechanical system and spaces. They 
must be above all else centrally located 
between the museum, lecture hall and office 
spaces as was done in the studio spaces. 
Both male and female spaces will be 
provided. 

Pathways throughout the Institute of the 
American Indian will be an event - not just a 
darkened area provided for the purpose of 
moving peoples from place to place. It is 
essential for the path to be an important 
element , a part of the journey through the 
Institute. It is this journey which effectively 
ties the institutes environment with that of 
the outdoors. 

Parking is another factor which must be 
dealt with to insure success within the 
project. Parking for approximately 30 
vehicles will be provided. Although the 
automotive scale is not the primary scale in 
which the Institute will exist the approach by 
way of automobile will be dealt with 
appropriately. The pathway of the 
automobile will be above all else a means 
by which pedestrians are placed to begin 
the process of experiencing the Institute of 
the American Indian. 

The approach to the Institute will be of 
an utmost importance - for it is this first 
impression of the center which will be kept 
throughout the stay at the Institute 
influencing the impression of the individual 
using the center for the duration of their stay 
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and beyond, 
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THE OUTDOOR SPACES 

Throughout the spaces within the 
Institute there will be in some way an 
associate outdoor space. For the living 
spaces outdoor discussion areas will be an 
important element. For every working studio 
there will be an adjacent outdoor working 
studio. The libraray will have an important 
visual contact with the outdoor environment. 
Outdoor gallery spaces will be located 
throughout the project. And for the purpose 
of an outdoor lecture area or presentation 
area an outdoor theater will be provided. 

It is important for the success of the 
Institute of the American Indian to 
strengthen the relationship between man 
and the environment at every opportunity; 
whether this be done through the 
architecture, the education, or the journey 
along the pathway throughout the center. 

Like the journey of the Indians through 
time and space, from the first trek across the 
Bearing Straight, through their travels to the 
tip of South America the Institute of the 
American Indian will be representative of 
that journey. From the first glance of the 
Institute through the transistions of each 
space within the Institute an attempt will be 
made to do justice to the Indians. 
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SCALE 

Thus far the issue of scale has only 
been dealt with in the broadest terms. Within 
the Institute of the American Indian, once 
again the, the major emphasis will be on 
man, building and the environment. The 
Institute will be designed to the scale of man 
and how that scale relates to the 
environment in which the Institute is placed. 

In terms of how each of the individual 
spaces will relate to the environment and 
the Institute in terms of scale, it will be based 
upon the psychological factors of the 
placement of an individual human being 
within a space. A museum space should be 
a grand experience, one which closely 
relates man and art. The work space, no 
matter if it is for a secretary or a sculptor 
should enhance the activity occuring within 
that space. Living quarters can be observed 
in a number of different fashions, but for the 
Institute the living spaces will be scaled 
between that of man and nature. 

Through scale, the Institute of the 
American Indian will be able to most 
effectively relate man and environment. 
This will be done from first approach to final 
exit of the Institute. 
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THE SPACE REQUIREMENTS 

The following space requirements reflect 
in terms of gross square footage and 
volume the ideas earlier introduced in text 
form. The numbers reflect the amounts of 
space needed to insure a comfortable, 
functional, and hopefully unique existance 
for the Institute of the American Indian. 

Following the space requirements chart 
is a spatial relationship matrix, showing the 
relationship between user and space as 
well as the space to space relationship. 
These two tables along with the tables 
following several of the user, pattern, and 
activity analysis serve as reinforcement to 
the written text offered thus far. 
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SPACE SQ FT VOLUME 

Museum/Gallery 

Lecture Hall 

Meeting Space 

Office Space 

Library 

Painting Studio 

Sculpture Studio 

Ceramics Studio 

General Studio 

Dining Space 

Kitchen 

Commons Area 

Living Space 

Mechanical Space 

Miscellaneous/ 
Outdoor 

1500 

1000 

400 

700 

2600 

600 

800 

600 

600 

500 

300 

800 

3000 

2000 

4700 

17000 

20000 

4000 

7000 

39000 

7200 

12000 

7200 

7200 

5000 

3000 

8000 

30000 

20000 

47000 

Total 20000 
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SPATIAL RELATIONSHIP 
MATRIX 

• Strong Relationship 
m 
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MUSEUM/GALLERY 

LECTURE HALL 

MEETING SPACE 

OFFICE SPACE 

LIBRARY 

STUDIO SPACES 

DINING SPACE 

KITCHEN SPACE 

COMMONSAREA 

LIVING SPACE 

MECHANICAL SPACE 

MISC/OUTDOOR 



COST ESTIMATE ANALYSIS 

Cost estimation was done through 
methods indicated in the 1986 Dodge 
Construction Systems Costs Publication. 
Building Costs were calculated by 
averaging typical building types which in 
some way relate to the Institute of the 
American Indian: Dormitory, Museum, Office 
Space, Lecture Hall, Meeting Room, 
Kitchen, and Classrooms. 

The budget depends upon three realistic 
predictions: (1) cost per square foot, (2) a 
reasonable efficiency ratio of net to gross 
area, (3) and other expenditures as 
percentages of building costs. 
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A. Building Costs 20000 sq ft @ $73.00 
$1,460,000 

B. Fixed Equipment (8% of A) 
$116,800 

C. Site Development (15% of A) 
$219,000 

D. Total Construction (A + B + C) 
$1,795,800 

E. Site Acquisition 
$100,000 

F. Moveable Equipment (8% of A) 
$116,800 

G. Professional Fees (6% of D) 
$107,748 

H. Contingencies (10%ofD) 
$179,580 

I. Administration Costs (1%ofD) 
$17,958 

J. Total Budget Required 
$2,317,886 
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ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 
Funding of the project-
Funding for the Institute of the American 

Indian will be through private funding. The 
reasons for doing this instead of choosing 
funding through the United States 
government is for several reasons. First of 
all the responsibilities which come along 
with the funding from the government in 
many cases does not equal the funding 
itself - meaning, the problems in terms of 
rules and regulation will sometimes dictate 
not only the function of the center but design 
decisions for the center. Private donations 
on the other hand if given with the 
understanding of the facility beforehand will 
be free to be used as desired. 

With the high level of awareness of the 
Indian culture in the Southwestern United 
States, raising the necessary funds for the 
construction of the center should be of little 
problem. Operating costs for the center past 
the initial construction of the project will be 
done through an endowment account 
(private donations) set up for the Institute of 
the American Indian. 

Methods by which aditional revenues 
will be raised are: donations of individuals 
visiting the institute, registration fees for 
those individuals attending seminars and 
symposiums, revenues from researchers 
attending the Institute, as well as the 
publication of a magazine which directly 
deals with the issues of the Indian and 
American cultures - those issues which are 
dealt with at the Institute as well as other 
issues covered through studies by and with 
the Indians. The purpose of the publication. 
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entitled THE INDIAN or some-like, will be as 
much education (following the ideas of the 
Institute of the American Indian) as fund 
raising. 
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OPERATING COSTS FOR THE INSTITUTE 
OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN 

SALARIES 

Director 
Director Secretary 
Librarian 
Cook 
Cook Helper 
Kitchen Help 
Maintenance 

Staff Salaries 

5 Representative Salaries 

Total Salaries 

$30,000 
$15,000 
$18,000 
$15,000 
$12,000 
$10,000 
$11,000 

$111,000 

$100,000 

$211,000 

As for the other operating costs of the 
Institute of the American Indian, it will be the 
goal of the Institute to heat and cool the 
facility at a price as inexpensive as possible. 
By way of designing with the environment, a 
system will be established to accomplish 
this goal. 

Annual Maintenance and 
Operation Costs $5,000 

Total Operation Costs 
Annually $216,000 
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REVENUES OF THE INSTITUTE OF THE 
AMERICAN INDIAN 

Revenues from researchers 

(This amount represents a fee of $1,000 for 
three months at the Institute - for room/board 
and instruction) $40,000 

Seminar and Symposium Fees 

Monthly Symposium $30000 

Daily seminars $5,000 

Special features $7,500 

Total Revenues $82,500 

Additional revenues will be raised 
through the subscription to of the publication 
concerned with the Institute of the American 
Indian, as well as private donations. 
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SITE ANALYSIS 

The site of the Institute of the American 
Indian will be of the utmost importance. 
Santa Fe, New Mexico has been chosen for 
the site for a variety of reasons. As stated 
earlier this area of the United States is quite 
diverse in the number of cultures which exist 
- Indians, Spanish and Anglo cultures seem 
to exist in the area with little resentment by 
each of the other cultures. To some degree 
this has occured because of the seperation 
each of the cultures has exsisted under. For 
the most part a natural self imposed 
seperation this has been. Because of this 
seperation the cultures have evolved much 
without the interference of the other cultures. 
There has been less success in assimilating 
the Indians to the Euro-American way of life 
in the Southwest. 

The attempts made at assimilating the 
Indians of the Southwest were not 
successful mainly because of the good 
fortune of the Indians in the area. The lands 
of New Mexico and the Southwest were not 
thought of as terribly attractive or of much 
worth and were therefore left alone. As for 
the good fortune of the Indians of the area, 
American public policy towards the Indians 
changed at a point in history which allowed 
them to escape much of the American 
cultural influences which were pushed upon 
the other Indians of the United States. 

Because of the fact that the cultures 
have evolved to a large degree unchanged 
- other than that change which naturally 
occurs as a result of time. Each of the 
cultures have become more highly aware of 
the existance of peoples different that 
themselves. This wide variety of cultures 
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has made Santa Fe a more culturally aware 
area than most places in the United States, 
culturally aware of the Indians as a unique 
people. The Indian culture and traditions 
have made a major impact on the area 
throughout history and today. 

The site itself will be located in the 
Southeastern part of the city, in an area of 
the city still much undeveloped. The area 
presently has St. John's College, and 
several museums - Museum of International 
Folk Art, Navajo Ceremonial Art, a 
Laboratory of Anthropology, and National 
Park Service headquarters. Santa Fe 
National forest borders the city close to this 
area. The elevation of the site is 7600 foot 
above sea level, with sage grassees, pinion 
and juniper trees dominating the area. As a 
back drop to this area are the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains. Having such a 
picturesque setting for the Institute of the 
American Indian is important in terms of the 
strong relationship between the center and 
the environment, mirroring the relationship 
between the Indian and the environment. 

The specific site is located 1.5 miles east 
of St Johns College, and just over 2 miles 
from the museums mentioned earlier, as 
well as the Museum of Indian Art and 
Culture, and Wheelwright museum of the 
American Indian. The downtown historical 
district is about 5 miles from the site. 

The importance of the Institute of the 
American Indian being located in an area 
like this are numerous. It will necessary in 
some cases for the researchers at the 
Institute to have access to facilities available 
to them throughout the city and area. Also of 
importance will be the accessability of the 
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Institute to the community, for educational 
purposes. 

An issue which at first glace does not 
lend itself to a site which is within the city 
limits is the idea of the Indians existing as a 
part of nature. But when looked at more 
closely this idea will be achieved through 
the architecture and the relationship of the 
institute to the environment. 

The site, although located within the city 
limits is somewhat secluded. Located on top 
of foot hills, the site can be seen from many 
points within the city and from the site most 
points within the city can be viewed. 

The approach to the site is by way of city 
maintained gravel roads. The availability of 
these city provided services is part of the 
appeal of locating the site within the city 
boundaries. 

As mentioned the site is located atop 
foot hills of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. 
In fact the hill itself has two small crests 
which have ample amounts of southern 
access necessary for solar design. 
Bordering one side of the site is the Santa 
Fe National Forest thus preventing the 
eventual surrounding of the Institute of the 
American Indian by the city of Santa Fe. 

The climatological data and physical 
make up of the site are not unusual to the 
Santa Fe area or to many of the hot 
semi-arid lands of the world for that matter. 
Primarily winds flow in an Eastern Western 
direction, coming more from the North in 
winter and the South in summer. The 
temperatures of the area vary quite a bit 
between daytime and night time, with 
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variation of 30 degrees quite common. The 
daily temperatures range from the low 80's 
during the summer to the 20's in the winter. 

As for moisture, the area receives about 
18 inches annually. The soil type and 
characterization are of the type Chimayo 
Stony Loam - which means the soil is mostly 
sand, silt, clay and stone. The profile of the 
site is soil extending from the surface to 6 
inches, with stony loan extending to a depth 
of about 20 inches, and layered granite 
extending from that depth downward. The 
soil has little problem with erosion and is not 
harmful to steel or concrete materials. 
Perhaps the only problems in dealing with 
the site will be through the use of a septic 
system, because of the slope of the site. 
special care will have to be taken. 
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THE CASE STUDIES 

The object of the case studies in relation 
to the Institute of the American Indian are 
two fold. Firstly, to research the state of the 
art designs in the area of environmentally 
conscience architecture and secondly, to do 
case studies which in some way have a 
direct application to the project. In essence, 
meaning that for each major area of the 
Institute a similar case study is done -
Museum space, library, and dormitory 
spaces. Although no case studies were 
done with specific regard to the studio 
spaces, many of the same principles 
discussed here will have direct application 
to these areas. 
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CASE STUDY 1 

Project: Visitor Center, Antelope Valley 
California 

Architects: The Colyer/Freeman Group, 
San Francisco, California 

Site: 1500 acre state desert wildlife 
reserve 2800 feet above sea-level. 

Program: 2110 square foot building with 
1100 square feet of exhibition space. 

Structural System: Reinforced concrete -
cast in place. 

Mechanical System: Underground air 
intake duct. 

Cost: $410,000; $120 per square foot -
1982 

Just as the Institute of the American 
Indian will, the architects of the Visitors 
Center drew their inspiration from the desert 
architecture of the Southwest. The formal 
elements of the center were determined by 
a combination of energy and aesthetic 
considerations. The split faced concrete 
block for interior and exterior was chosen for 
thermal mass as well as color and texture -
these materials are reflective of the 
surroundings. 

100% of the heating is done by passive 
solar means - the use of solar gain through 
south windows, both passive and direct, 
thermal mass walls and floor, and trombe 
wall.Cooling is accomplished through the 
use of overhangs. Cool night air is drawn 
into the building through a 150 foot "earth 
tube" which then passes the air over a 
fountain in the exhibit area. Hot air is then 
exhausted through ventillation tubes on the 
oppisite side of the building. 

Relationships between the Visitors 
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Center and the Institute of the American 
Indian are numerous. Among these are the 
usage of passive solar heating and cooling 
serving as example to the relationship 
between building and environment. The 
building exists alone within its natural 
setting, in terms of using available 
resources and adapting to them for the 
needs of the individual building. This will be 
a major concern which will be addressed 
within the Institute, along with the idea of 
having those examples of this close 
relationship between man, building and 
environment exemplified throughout the 
project. 
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CASE STUDY 2 
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Project: Sun-up Dormitory. Colorado 
Rocky Mountain School, Carbondale, 
Colorado 

Architects: David Finholm, Tom Crews, 
Ronald Shore, Doug Davis 

Program: 5600 square foot student 
dormitory to house 14 students in 7 rooms 
with community space and faculty 
apartment. 

Structural System: Reinforced concrete, 
laminated post and beam, plywood roof 
deck, 18" of earth and sod roof. 

Mechanical System: Wood fired hot 
water broiler photovoltaic powered fans. 

Cost: $314,000; $56.72 square foot -
1982 

The Sun up Dormitory includes a virtual 
catalog of passive solar strategies: earth 
berming, stacking baskets of rocks between 
the berm and massive concrete wall; setting 
skylight monitors on sod roof for direct gain 
in north rooms; providing trombe and water 
storage walls, a passive collector for hot 
water, a solar greenhouse, and fans for 
heating and cooling - powered by a 
photovoltaic array. 

The building houses 14 students, with 
seperate quarters for a faculty family. The 
plan is a simple one, with dormitory rooms 
arranged on either side of common living 
rooms, backed up by a kitchen and 
bathroom. A two story faculty apartment was 
offset from the dorm rooms for reasons of 
privacy. A greenhouse on the south side of 
the faculty apartment provides fresh 
vegetables year around as well as being a 
buffer between the living space and outside 
elements. 
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Again the relationship between this case 
study and the Institute of the American 
Indian is a clear one. The Institute which will 
provide housing for those researching will 
exhibit the same level of awareness 
between building and environment which 
has been exhibited here in the Sun - Up 
Dormitory, and will exist throughout the rest 
of the spaces within the Institute. Perhaps 
being more of an issue in these spaces will 
be the issue of comfort for the researchers. 
As is exhibited in the Sun Up Dormitory this 
can and will be achieved through the a 
close relationship between building and 
environment. 
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CASE STUDY 3 

Project: Museum of Indian Arts and 
Culture - Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Architect: Edward Mazria 

The case study of the Museum of Indian 
Arts and Culture is more a one of 
observation. The museum sits at the base of 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Its textures 
are ones of rough cut concrete block, large 
expansive glue laminated beams, and a 
large area of south facing windows. 

The large windows on the south side are 
covered with louvers which allow desired 
amounts of light and heat to penetrate in to 
a large exhibition space, a space which has 
a-large amount of thermal mass for heat 
absorption and release.Surrounding the 
large exhibition space are a number of 
smaller galleries which form the northern 
and eastern walls of the museum. 

Once again the relationship between 
this building and the Institute of the 
American Indian is an obvious one. The 
Institute's museum will not be the major 
space of the Institute but will be one of vital 
importance in terms of the relationship 
between the community and the institute. It 
is therefore of vital importance to exhibit in 
this space the relationship between the 
center and the environment - much in the 
way Mazria did in the Museum of Indian Art 
and Culture. 
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CASE STUDY 4 

Project: Mount Airy Public Library -
Mount Airy, North Carolina. 

Architect: J. N. Rease Associates 
Solar Design: Edward Mazria 
Program: 13,500 square foot public 

library for the North Carolina community of 
Mount Airy. 

Since primarily the library is a day use 
facility, the design team of the Mount Airy 
Public Library determined that an effective 
daylighting system would be the best 
energy conservation technique to 
incorporate within the library: an idea which 
will be extended to the Institute of the 
American Indian A clerestory system is used 
which admits the desired amounts of light 
throughout most areas within the library. 
One of the major issues addressed in the 
design is one of diffusing the light as to not 
allow glaring light to disturb the readers or 
users of the library and to not allow harmful 
sun rays to destroy the collection of books 
within the library. This was done through the 
use of baffle and light selves which diffuse 
the sun rays. 

The relationship to the Institute of the 
American Indian is through the use of 
environmental design throughout all areas, 
by way of daylighting, and other energy 
conservation methods. These are valuable 
lessons learned through the observation of 
the Mount Airy Public Libraray - one which 
will be applied in the Institute. 
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CASE STUDY 5 

Project: Museum of Fine Arts/Museum of 
New Mexico, Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Architects: Edward Larrabee Barnes; 
addition, Antoine Predock; renovation. 

Originally constructed in 1915 the 
museum of fine arts is one which shines as 
example of traditional architecture of the 
Southwest, being an almost archaeological 
reproduction of the historic Mission Church 
at Acoma, with additional borrowings from 
Churches at San Felipe, and Cochitis 
Pueblos. The recent addition to and 
renovation of the museum are commentary 
to the respect for history and style which 
exist for the museum and the Santa Fe area 
a respect which will be extended through to 
the Institute of the American Indian. 

It is for the reasons of respect of history 
and style which are cause for this case 
study as well as case study number 5. 
Although having some relationship to the 
Institute through the museum spaces. The 
main ideas are those of relating the Institute 
to the style of the Southwest as well as the 
environment. These two ideas naturally go 
hand in hand. Although following with 
respect the traditions of the Southwest - the 
Institute of the American Indian will not be 
dictated by these traditions. 
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CASE STUDY 6 

A final case study is one of the ancient 
ruins of Chaco Canyon, New Mexico and 
Mesa Verde, Colorado, and can in fact be 
extended to almost all pueblo structures. 
Originally constructed over a period of time 
extending well over 1000 years ago - these 
ruins are perhaps the prime examples of the 
Indian relationship with the environment, 
through the use of architecture. The Anasazi 
Indians who constructed these structures 
had to closly relate the building to the 
environment, for in some cases their 
existance depended on it, and in other 
cases the sun dictated the design - with 
buildings serving as calenders; indicators of 
the winter and summer solstice. 

The hot arid climate of the Southwest is 
characterized by high daytime temperatures 
and uncomfortably low night time 
temperatures, and these structures have 
naturally dealt with those problems of 
heating and cooling by way of orientation 
and construction - methods to be 
incorporated in the Institute of the American 
Indian. 
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CONCLUSION 

Throughout this thesis an emphasis has 
been placed upon the education of cultures 
to the ways of other cultures, in this case the 
education of Euro-American cultures to that 
of the Indian cultures. As a result of this 
attempt at education an architectural focus 
emerged in the being of the Institute of the 
American Indian. 

The architectural focus has extended the 
idea of the Euro American/Indian 
relationship to one of man, architecture and 
environment, an idea which has been 
addressed by many great minds, 
architectural and otherwise throughout 
history. By dealing with these environmental 
and cultural issues a responsible approach 
to the architecture has been achieved; one 
which in addition to these ideas also 
attempts to aproach the psychological, 
functional and scale issues involved in the 
designing of successful architecture. 

Through the architecture of the Institute 
of the American Indian a solution has been 
developed concerning the relationship 
between man (whether it be a one to one 
relationship, or that of a culture to culture 
relationship), building, and environment. A 
solution which successfully deals with the 
relationship, past, present and future of 
people and the earth. 
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Institute of the American Indian 

Documentation - Spring 1988 

Incorporating the ideas put forth in the program of the 

Institute of the American Indian into a three dimensional being was 

the major objective from the outset for the designing of the project. 

The method for achieving the design of the center was one of 

compromise or resolution. A resolution between Indian ideas and 

cultural values and the viewpoint of the white Anglo-Saxon were 

compared. From this comparison came a resolution for the design 

of each of the areas of the Institutute and ultimately an overall 

design of the Institute. 

The final design was intended to relate the importance of 

the relationship between Man, Environment, and Architecture. 

Establishing the architecture as an element within the landscape • 

the continuation of the landscape - the Institute of the American 

Indian was intended to exist. A pathway or journey through the 

space was developed - in that focal points and intresting walkways 

were established, which would allow visitors to the center the 

freedom to experience the entire project on their own terms. 

The actual design process involved primary design 

sketches which in effect were a type of brainstorming. These 

primary sketches released some of the earliest preceptions about 

the project. From these earliest sketches the ideas of relating the 

Institute of the American Indian to the earth were apparent. The 

next step in the design process was one of comparing, 

compromise and resolution between the Indian's and White man's 

values. Each space was developed on an individual basis, 

comparing the values and cultural ideas. From these two 

dimensional ideas, three dimensional volumes were developed 

and assembled in a variety of ways. At this point the sculptural 



elements of the design were experimented with. From this 

sculpting of the form came the roof forms of the Institute of the 

American Indian. The roof forms not only created the exterior form 

of the project but also dictated the interior volumes. The final 

stages of the design included final decision on building materials, 

structural methods and strengthening of interior exterior 

relationship by way of landscaping and exterior architecture. 

Overall the experiment of the Institute of the American 

Indian proved to be a challenging one: challenging in terms of 

creating a design which fit within those guidelines set up in the 

program, and challenging in terms of exploring design methods 

and processes previously untried. 


