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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Until the mid-1960's there was very little popular or academic 

discussion of women's position in society. Their history was neglected, 

and their position in society was not considered worthy of discussion. 

However, the situation changed notably during the 1960's, when consid

erable interest developed in women's problems. One area that attracted 

much attention at this time was women's criminality. Many articles 

were written concerning, in particular, women's participation in crime. 

A number of these focused on the presumed relationship between the 

feminist movement and the increased number of female criminals. The 

sudden concern about women's criminality was due to the idea that 

female patterns of criminality were changing, that they were becoming, 

for example, more masculine. However, this increased concern about 

female criminals also came at the same time there was an increase in 

women's participation in the labor force>. Historically it appears that 

every time women's participation in the labor force is high, other than 

during a national crisis, the public has a renewed interest in their 

criminality. Women's criminality is then used as an excuse to keep 

women in their place, "the kitchen," and thus out of competition in the 

labor force. On the other hand, whenever women enter the labor force 

during a national crisis, there is little discussion about their crimi

nality, regardless of their participation in criminal acts. 



The problem 

The central problem of this study is to explore the amount and 

type of popular interest in female criminality during various historical 

periods. It is hypothesized that there is a relationship between the 

percentage of working women, their participation in women's movements, 

and the amount of literature devoted to female criminality during these 

periods. More specifically, it is hypothesized that every time women 

are not needed in the labor force but continue to work and to partici

pate in the women's movement, there is an increase in the amount of 

literature about female criminals; and that whenever working women are 

needed in the labor force, even when they are active in a women's 

movement, there is little or no concern about their criminality. Three 

approaches will be used to analyze this concern: the ideological, the 

paternalistic, and the feminist. In this study we will look at four 

hypotheses which will be stated later. 

Women in the labor force: a reserve army 

interpretation 

The history of women in United States industry can be regarded as 

a great industrial readjustment that has not only carried women's work 

from the home to the factory but has also changed its economic char

acter from unpaid production of goods for home consumption to gainful 

employment in the manufacture of articles for sale. In both cases, 

women's work has been an important factor in the total economy (Stein 

and Baxter: 11). 

The history of women's participation in the labor force is a 

history of struggle. Women have always served as the reserve army of 



the unemployed; when demand for jobs is high, women's participation in 

the labor force is high; when demand is low, their participation is low. 

Women comprise the reserve army of the unemployed that gives 

employers the opportunity to keep salaries low and fill secondary jobs. 

The fact that women occupy so few positions that are important gives 

employers another advantage, that of hiring and firing them according 

to current needs of production. Thus, women are never really regarded 

as a strong element in the labor force because they are not seen as 

stable workers (Stein and Baxter: 12). 

The history of women's participation in the labor force is a 

history of constant change. As early as 1820 women were employed in at 

least seventy-five different occupations, and by 1850 that figure had 

risen to 175, indicating that for a very long time women have been 

involved in wage labor in a variety of fields. During the Depression, 

when over half the U.S. families had an annual income of less than 

$1,200, wives had to work just to keep their families fed and clothed. 

During the 1930s, employers, unions, and government agencies urged 

women to return to the great reserve array of the unemployed as a way to 

solve men's employment problems. By the end of the 1930s, women's 

unemployment rate was twice that of men's, and it has remained so ever 

since (Deckard: 313). 

According to the 1930 census, the unemployment rate for women was 

4.7 percent, and for men, 7.1 percent. However, as the Depression 

deepened, the unemployment rate for women increased raore than that for 

men. In 1933, the Women's Bureau estimated that at least 2 million 

women were out of work. Many state legislatures reviewed bills 



discriminating openly against married women, most of which attempted to 

reduce unemployment among men by removing married women from the labor 

force. Although most of these bills did not pass, many state govern

ments restricted the employment of married women. 

State governments were not the only ones against the participation 

of married women in the labor force. Campaigns supported by industry, 

often in response to public prodding, sought to discharge from industry 

women workers whose husbands had jobs and to replace the women with 

men (Foner: 258). 

At the federal level, many codes drawn up under the National 

Recovery Act (NRA) contained some measure of salary discrimination, 

particularly codes written for industries that employed large numbers 

of women. Moreover, the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 specifically 

exempted from its provisions many job categories, like domestic service, 

in which women were mainly employed. The old argument that women work 

for "pin money" and that most of them are supported by husbands and 

fathers was raised again, and many employers, when forced by the 

Depression to lay off workers, fired all married women first, even 

though many of their husbands could not support their families on the 

reduced salaries of the Depression (Banner: 185-186). 

Although there was much concern during the Depression that women 

be removed from the work force. World War II changed that sentiment 

drastically. Women were encouraged to go back to work, and the govern

ment and special wartime committees supported massive campaigns to 

convince women to work in positions abandoned by drafted men or to 

work in defense jobs (Foner: 337). The message during this period was 
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that women were very important for victory, and much emphasis was 

placed on the theme that it was women's patriotic duty to work. Conse

quently, many women joined the labor force, and between 1940 and 1945 

the number of women in the work force expanded from less than 14 million 

to over 20 million. During 1945, women made up 38 percent of the labor 

force, in comparison to 25 percent before the war (Foner: 337). 

The great increase in women workers did not come without resis

tance. Out of 1,750,000 workers trained for war industries by December, 

1941, only one percent were women. War industry employers claimed that 

women had the ability to fill only 29 percent of the jobs available. 

Six months later, when millions of men went to war, a drastic change 

occurred. Now 13 percent of the trainees were women. Employers 

declared that women were able to fill 55 percent of open jobs, and the 

government said they could do 80 percent of the jobs. And women really 

responded! They shattered occupational stereotypes by becoming rail

road switchmen, crane operators, lumberjacks, etc. The giant corpora

tions hired women as chemists and engineers; Wall street hired them as 

stock analysts; and the U.S. Government hired women lawyers and doctors 

(Deckard: 319). Of great importance during this period was the fact 

that the image of women in society was changing because so many wives 

were working. In 1940, most of the women workers had been young and 

single. 

During the war the Women's Bureau worked hard to protect the 

interests of working women, but it accomplished very little. The 

Bureau made suggestions regarding working conditions and community 

facilities, publicized women's needs and contributions, and serviced 



requests from women's groups, unions and government agencies. Yet it 

did not play an important role in developing policy, nor did it have 

any influence over the enforcement of policy (Foner: 339). Neither did 

the other organizations that were formed at this time, such as the 

Women's Advisory Committee and the War Manpower Commission, succeed in 

altering discriminatory practices against women. 

The demand for female workers kept increasing as the war continued 

At first, government and industry tried to keep married women with 

young children out of the labor force, but as the war progressed, they 

could not afford to be so selective. By 1944, there were 833,000 women 

with children under ten years old in the labor force; eleven months 

later, there were 1,470,000 (Foner: 349-350). 

After the war, the number of women in the labor force dropped, but 

never to pre-war levels. In December, 1948, there were about 

17.272.000 women in the labor force, in contrast to 19,610,000 in July, 

1945. Subsequently the number of married women in the labor force 

slowly increased. During the postwar years, many women were downgraded 

in their work and were forced to accept lower wages. In every industry 

which kept separate employment data for women and men workers, the 

salaries for women can be seen to be lower than those for men (Foner: 

395). 

Since 1950 to the present, in every recession, the rate of unem

ployment for women workers has been twice that of men workers. During 

this period, the wages and salaries of women have been declining 

relative to those of men (Deckard: 331). One of the most important 

types of discrimination to increase in this period (1950 to present) 



is the segregation of women into so-called "women's jobs." The 

increasing number of women at work has gone largely into sex-typed 

jobs, thus intensifying the overcrowding of these areas and further 

lowering, or at least keeping low, the wages paid in those occupations. 

Specifically, from 1950 to 1960, sexist ideology and overt discrimina

tion forced 48 percent of the total increase in women in the labor 

force into occupations that are 70 percent or more female. Moreover, 

in the same period a startling 59 percent increase in the number of 

women working occurred in occupations in which over half the workers 

are women (Deckard: 333). Thus, even though a great number of women 

worked during this period, there was a decline in women working in high 

salaried and high status jobs. Over 75 percent of women classified as 

professionals are in low salaried and low status jobs (Deckard: 334). 

According to Chafe, "a different set of responses by the trade 

union movement and others might have substantially altered the fate of 

women workers. The objective barriers to progress were substantial, 

and it would be wrong to view discrimination as the only reason for 

the condition of women in industry. But in assessing the experience 

of female workers in these years, it is difficult not to conclude that 

their condition was rooted in an unspoken assumption—that women, as 

women, were less deserving that men of good jobs, decent pay. and fair 

representation. Until that reality changed, there was little likeli

hood that the basic status of women workers would improve." (Chafe: 88). 

The Women's Movement: a brief history 

In this section of the study, the women's history as it relates to 

the reserve army of unemployed will be surveyed. 
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During the 1830s, women began organizing to fight for equality. 

During this period, the first anti-slavery organizations were formed, 

and these included women who, in the process, launched their own fight 

for equality. Women's first victory was gaining a right to speak in 

public'. At the same time women organized church groups to raise money 

for missionary and charitable work (Flexner: 41-42), and in so doing, 

they learned to organize and to demand their own rights. 

The most important document of the nineteenth-century women's move

ment was that of the 1848 Seneca Falls convention. It contained five 

major demands, three of which were almost met by the 1890s: open educa

tion for women, toleration by the professions, and some degree of 

property rights. However, women failed to achieve the remaining two 

demands: the right to vote and an end to the double standard morality 

whereby male sexual indiscretions were tolerated and female indiscre

tions were not. Both of these demands would prove very difficult to 

win. Nevertheless, in 1848, it was possible for women who rebelled 

against the circumstances of their lives to know that they were not 

alone. A movement had just started that they could either join or 

ignore, but in either case it would leave its imprint on the lives of 

their daughters and of women throughout the world (Flexner: 77). 

During this period, the demand for women in the work force was 

high because of industrialization. By 1850. the growing labor force in 

manufacturing of close to one million included 225.512 women. At this 

time, women were found in a wide variety of manufacturing industries, 

but the greater part were in textiles, clothing, shoes and millinery, 

and many were going into cigar-making and printing (Flexner: 78). 



Women's.suffrage took a tortuous and discouraging course since 

the introduction of the first suffrage bill in Congress in 1868. but by 

1917. thanks to their participation in World War I, women were granted 

the right to vote in North Dakota. Ohio, Rhode Island, Nebraska, 

Michigan and Arkansas (Deckard: 295). Moreover, during the war. 

thousands of women went into occupations that previously had excluded 

them. The National American Women Suffrage Association (NAWSA). which 

had been founded in 1890, continually stressed women's patriotism 

during the war and participated in a government committee that led in 

1920 to the formation of the Women's Bureau in the Department of Labor. 

The opposition to women's suffrage spent large amounts of money 

for propaganda, and it bought votes and paid bribes to steal elections. 

Besides sexist prejudice, many had economic and political interests to 

protect against possible votes by women. The big-city machines and 

bosses were afraid women voters would want reforms, such as an end to 

child labor. The Catholic Church felt that women might get out of hand 

if they voted and oppose its sexist teaching of "women's place." 

(Deckard: 297-298). 

Much attention was given to the suffrage movement because it was 

believed suffrage would pave the way for other demands by women. The 

big industrialists were afraid, for example, that if suffrage was won. 

women would ask for reforms at the work place. The 1920 census reveals 

that over 8 million females were employed in 437 different job classi

fications. However, even though the number of women in the work force 

increased during this period, there is no evidence that a revolution 

took place in women's economic role after World War I. Actually. 
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during this period, there was little progress toward the goal of 

economic equality. Most of the female workers during this period 

functioned as they always had—as second class citizens, powerless to 

alter their inferior position (Chafe: 49-51). 

After the suffrage fight, the women's movement was divided into 

many different groups. The Women's National Party said that suffrage 

did not accomplish much and that women still were "subordinate to men 

before the law, in the professions, in the church, industry, and in the 

home" (Deckard: 303). So the Women's National Party pledged to work 

for full equality and succeeded in getting the Equal Rights Amendment 

introduced into Congress in 1923. This group was the only one to fight 

consistently for women's rights between 1920 and 1960 (Deckard: 303). 

It refused to endorse the League of Women's Voters program of social 

feminism and education for women and, instead, put all its efforts 

into supporting the ERA, which it believed was the surest way to end 

discrimination against women (Banner: 139). 

While it is true that between 1920 and 1930 many women enrolled 

in universities and became career professionals, the ideal of dcjmes-

ticity was still strong because of cultural pressures, and even though 

many women entered the labor force during this period, there was still 

much discrimination. In spite of this, the Women's National Party 

slowly achieved some successes in its campaign for the ERA. In 1940, 

the Rupublican Party endorsed the amendment in its platform; in 1943. 

the General Federation of Women's Clubs announced its support; and in 

1944, the Democratic Party followed suit in its platform (Banner: 

172-173). 
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During the 1930s, however, the Depression diminished hopes of 

changing the status of women for the better, as there was increased 

job discrimination and the government and the mass media all joined in 

a campaign urging women not to take any jobs (Chafe: 110-177). The 

principal concern of women's groups at this time was the ERA, which 

was one of the major reasons for the split among women's parties. 

Conflict over the amendment brought to the attention of the public 

the profound division within the women's movement. It was thought that 

if feminists could not communicate among themselves, the women's right 

movement would surely vanish (Chafe: 130-132). 

There was no question that women's participation in the labor 

force during World War II was essential for victory, but their partici

pation created serious questions concerning the nation's social values 

and the future of male-female relations (Chafe: 151). Even during 

these years, discrimination against women was obvious; and although 

the government had urged women to work, very few professional jobs 

were open to them, and they were excluded from most of the top policy

making decisions concerning the war (jChafe: 151-152). 

Women's organizations continued their activities during the war, 

but most were not as active as they had been earlier. The ERA was 

supported by the National Federation of Women's Clubs and the National 

Federation of Business and Professional Women's Clubs, but it was 

opposed by the League of Women Voters and the Women's Bureau of the 

Department of Labor because they did not consider it in the best 

interests of women. In 1950 and again in 1953, the Senate passed 

the ERA. but in both years a coalition of forty-three national 
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organizations successfully lobbied for the attachment of riders to the 

bill that exempted from its provisions state protective laws for work

ing women (Banner: 221). 

This being the climate during the 1950s, it is not surprising that 

the domestic feminist argument found many adherents. Even the conserva

tive analysts of women's place in society were aware of the problems 

that women had to face in their everyday life at home (Banner: 222-223). 

Women's position in the work force during this period held the same 

status as before. Women were still in low salaried, low status jobs; 

even in jobs occupied predominately by women, the top positions were 

held by men. The percentage of women scientists also declined during 

this period, and the nimiber of women gaining academic degrees dropped 

(Deckard: 335-336). 

In summary, it can be seen that from the mid-1920s until the early 

19603 there were few significant steps in the women's movement, 

although many more women were now joining the efforts of the feminist 

movement for equality. One reason for the limited activity of the 

women's movement was the limited ideology and elite class base of the 

suffragists. So strongly had they emphasized the vote, and only the 

vote, that their successors (e.g., the League of Women Voters) could 

declare in the 1920s that there was no significant discrimination 

against women and that liberal women should merely fight for general 

reforms for all people (Deckard; 337). Another reason for the curtail

ment of the women^s movement was that there were other major problems 

that women were concerned with, such as the Depression and World War II. 

During the early 1960s, a number of social issues came to bear 
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on the feminist movement: poverty, drug abuse, and crime, including 

juvenile delinquency. There was a growing radicalism among young 

people who were involved in civil rights and other protests. Many 

women realized that in reality little social change had been made and 

that conditions for women were not improving. The new interests in 

social reform during these years led to substantial gains for women 

during the Kennedy administration. During this period, women comprised 

33 percent of the labor force, and the demand was not very great for 

female workers; thus, few changes were made to improve the conditions 

for female workers (Deckard: 341). The only important change during 

this period was the passing of the Equal Pay Act in 1963 (Deckard: 343). 

In 1966, the National Organization for Women (NOW) was founded at 

the final luncheon of the National Conference of the State Commission. 

Betty Frieden was the first president of NOW. In 1967, NOW held its 

second conference and drew up the Women's Bill of Rights, The women 

who formed NOW were generally women who turned to radical feminism 

because they saw that male leaders were relegating them to housekeeping 

and clerical chores within political organizations. Soon after, other 

organizations were formed (Banner: 234), and during the late 1960s and 

early 1970s, numerous books and magazine articles were written about 

women's struggles. These enhanced the women's movement's popularity, 

and many people became involved in the movement. At the same time, 

the myth of the American woman as the "happy housewife heroine" con

flicted increasingly with reality. Twenty-three million women were 

working for pay. Although the mass media pushed the model of the 

housewife as the ideal one. many married women were working. However, 
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the prestigious and renumerative positions were still held by men. 

Women were still used in the low paying, low status jobs (Deckard: 

339-340). 

Ideology: the Women's Movement and female 
labor force participation 

This section will define ideologies and their uses by dominant 

classes and will consider the influence of sexist ideologies on the 

position of women in society today. 

Ideology is important as a self-justification for the ruling group. 

It is equally important in its effects on the subordinate group. Mem

bers of the subordinate group are inculcated with the ideology from 

early childhood, and thus, they believe its claims, e.g., that they are 

inferior. It has been argued that sexual stereotyping is a political 

ideology that has, as a main function, to maintain the power of the 

dominant group (Deckard: 12). 

Theodoreson and Theodoreson (1969) define ideology as follows: 

"a system of interdependent ideas (beliefs, traditions, principles, 

and myths) held by a social group or society, which reflects, rational

izes, and defends its particular social, moral, religious, political 

and economic institutional interests and commitraents. Ideologies 

serve as logical and philosophical justifications for a group's 

patterns of behavior, as well as attitudes, goals, and general life 

situations. The ideology of any population involves an interpretation 

(and usually a repudiation) of alternative ideological frames of 

reference. The elements of ideology tend to be accepted as truth 

or dogma rather than as tentative philosophical or theoretical 
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formulations, despite the fact that ideologies are modified in 

accordance with sociocultural changes." 

The study of ideology as an instrument of struggle and social 

change began with Karl Marx, but the conception of ideology as a 

philosophical abstraction goes back to the philosophers of the Enlighten

ment in France. Helvetius prepared the way for the use of the term 

"ideology" in his phrase, "Our ideas are necessary consequences of 

societies in which we live." Antoine Destutt de Tracy, one of the 

French Revolution's philosophers, coined the term "ideology" to apply 

to the theory of ideas in general (Rude: 12). 

Marx, however, was more interested in how ideologies influence the 

action of people and also how ideologies can be used to serve as 

weapons of class rule. "The ideas of the ruling class," Marx said, 

"are the ruling ideas, i.e. the class which is the ruling material 

force of society is at the same time its ruling intellectual force." 

Part of this domination consists of imposing its own fantasies and 

reality on the subordinate class (Rude: 17; Giddens: 43). The 

principal flaw of idealism in philosophy and history, Marx says, is 

that it tries to explain the properties of societies by influence from 

the content of the dominant systems of ideas in those societies. Here, 

however, Marx does not take into account the fact that there is not 

always a relationship between values and power: the dominant class is 

able to disseminate ideas which are the legitimazations of its position 

of dominance. Marx adds that even though ideologies show continuity 

over time, neither this continuity nor any changes which occur can be 

explained in terms of their internal context. 
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It is very important to emphasize again the power of ideologies 

because, as Marx said, ideologies are the weapons of class rule. 

Ideologies help the status quo survive because they improvise "general 

and universal" bases of behavior which men and women adopt in order to 

defend their actions in life and which they use to make other men and 

women act for their interests. For ideologies to work, they must be 

shared by all people or at least by the majority of them, because this 

is the only way that order can be maintained in society. It is true 

that loyalty to the ruling class is strengthened or weakened by the 

ideology held by the political and administrative classes. The 

solidarity of the dominant classes and the ruling classes and the 

influence which they have in the administrative and political classes 

is contingent on or mediated by the ideology which they share 

(Gouldner: 213). 

Another function of ideologies is to transmit self-interest into 

public goods. According to Gouldner: 

Since the visibility of the underlying interest or its 
passage from egoism to public morality via ideology would 
ruin the transmutation, it must be done cryptically. 
Ideologies thus always include a measure of false con
sciousness because 1) they present private interest as 
public goods and 2) because this reconstruction would 
not persuade were it visible. This is essentially a 
problem in the reduction of dissonance. Ideologies reduce 
the dissonance between 1) the recognition that one is 
seeking a private advantage and 2) one's wish to be seen 
as pursuing courses of conduct that are justifiable. . . . 
The public recognition that a course of conduct is grounded 
in private ambitions threaten and impede mobilization of 
public support on their behalf. It is a function of 
ideology, by justifying claims, to solve the problem of 
how the pursuit of private interests may, nonetheless, 
generate public support (Gouldner: 219). 
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Gouldner believes that ideology is a contradictory thing. It is 

pushed toward rationality by the interest on which it is grounded but 

is limited in this rationality by the same interest. Ideologies are 

grounded in interests of which they may not speak with ease and freedom. 

However, the very grammar of rationality to which ideology submits 

calls upon it to be self-grounded (Gouldner: 214). Gouldner also adds 

that "never before in a class society did the security of a ruling 

class depend so much on the presence of belief-systems appropriate to 

its rule. The new dependence on ideology by the ruling class under 

capitalism makes it a special ruling class which must win influence 

over the minds of men, and especially over those of the other dominant 

classes; it is a class exceptionally dependent on ideologies in whose 

terms its dominance is defined as legitimate." Thus, ideologies, as 

defined by Gouldner, do more than just keep order and maintain the 

status quo; they are also important for the actual dominance of the 

minds of the people. 

Gouldner goes on to say that political action in a public orbit 

demands that proposed action should be legitimated in terms of the good 

of the whole. Similarly, a course of action which is publicly associ

ated with a private interest loses its public authority. Such a loss 

of authority is politically lethal because in order for people to 

realize their interests, they need the support, consent, or active 

cooperation of others, especially in a society where politics is 

conducted in a public arena (Gouldner: 219). 

In this case, we are particularly concerned with ideologies about 

women. These ideologies are meant to explain and rationalize women's 

TXI.&.^UJA 
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position in the social system. Since women comprise fifty-one percent 

of the population, it is important for the government, acting for the 

ruling class, to be able to have control over them and their actions. 

In order for the state to succeed in controlling women, it has to 

convince them that since they are an inferior group, they must let the 

state take care of their interests (Deckard: 10-12). 

Sexist ideology has been used for a long period of time as propa

ganda to manipulate women and cause them act according to the best 

interests of the ruling class. Thus, it is considered in the best 

interest of the ruling class to make women members of the labor force 

when the ruling class needs them and to take them out of the labor 

force when the crisis is over. The ruling class is able to enforce its 

ideologies with the help of the mass media. 

Today the sexist ideology is very well integrated and elaborated 

in our society. Its most important premise is that women are biolog

ically inferior to men. It is sufficiently flexible so that any 

behavior a woman exhibits can be interpreted to conform with the major 

premise. For example, women are often viewed as neurotic, irrational 

and overpowered by the motherly instinct that keeps them from being 

good and responsible workers (Lundberg and Farnham: 141). The ideology 

is so pervasive that, until recently, few people were aware of its 

existence (Deckard: 6). 

During the last few years, because of the influence of the 

feminist movement, many women have questioned these traditional 

ideologies. In addition, the economic growth of the country has also 

contributed to the awakening of women. During periods of wars and 
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industrial revolution, women were asked to join the labor force. By 

participating in the work force, women realized that they possess more 

abilities than they had been told they possess. However, when they 

were not needed, they were told to go back to their traditional 

domestic place. Now women, on the other hand, knew what they could 

accomplish, and they were not ready to give it up without questioning. 

Industry, with the help of the government, has managed to make 

women believe that they are needed more in their homes than in the 

labor force at particular times. Much literature which blames the 

women's movement for the increase in female crimes at times of high 

participation and low demand exists. The ideology is supported by the 

mass media and its function is to justify and maintain the particular 

status quo which, in the particular case, is the dominance of men over 

women (Deckard: 11-12). 

The ruling class tries to influence women's minds by arguing that 

they and society will be better off if they stay at home (again, this 

is happening during times of low demand and high female participation 

in the labor force). In order to persuade, the ruling class uses the 

mass media to convince women that their place is the home. The mass 

media succeed in this persuasion by publishing a great number of 

articles about women's place and their responsibilities toward home 

and children. It is very important for the ruling class to win 

influence over the minds of women because it is the only way that the 

ruling class can define its position as being legitimate. 

That women are seen, today, firstly as mothers and housewives and 

then as individuals and workers is the result of the sexist ideology 
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which dominates our society and has been particularly strong at some 

historical periods. Sexist ideology has influenced women's position in 

the labor force, and wcnnen are still seen as second class citizens: 

they are not paid as much as men are; they do not get promoted as 

easily as men; they do not frequently hold prestigious professional 

positions; and they are maintained as a flexible reserve army of 

unemployed—easily employed and easily fired (Deckard: 331). 

Sexist Ideology: concern for women's place 

How does the popular media respond to the women's movement in and 

out of labor force? There is a pattern of shifts in media attitudes 

toward women, depending on supply and demand for women's labor. 

During the beginning of the century, industrialization had started 

to grow, and thus, women were needed in the labor force. Public 

opinion was not against them as long as they did not make any demands 

for better pay and better work conditions. However, as women started 

to organize and ask for their rights, public opinion began to change. 

The first significant strike took place in 1909 among the shirtwaist 

makers in New York and Philadelphia. The courts treated the women 

strikers with prejudice. One magistrate charged a striker: "You are 

on strike against God and Nature, whose prime law it is that man shall 

earn his bread in the sweat of his brow. You are on strike against 

God" (Flexner: 249-251). 

Although the suffrage movement was very strong during the 1910s, 

there was not much talk about women's place. The anti-suffragists did 

not want women to win the vote, but they were opposed predominately 

for economic reasons, not because women's place was in the home. 
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By the mid-1920s. it was a matter of common belief, proclaimed by 

the radio, businessmen and politicians, that women had indeed achieved 

liberation (Deckard: 141-142). The premise that women had achieved 

liberation gave rise to a new antifeminism. The idea of women's 

liberation created a new stereotype which was still based on the 

traditional values and roles but was more modern than the previous one. 

By 1920, numerous articles appeared which said that while women were 

gaining their "rights," they had given up their privileges. These 

privileges were self-indulgence, leisure, and freedom from work 

(Deckard: 142). 

Popular magazines glorified domesticity and attacked feminism. 

"Liberated women," they said, "had thrown away the essence of femi

ninity without having anything better to replace it." Another article 

suggests that "women who push for equality had destroyed the deep-

rooted, and fruitful man-and-woman relationship." They saw homemaking 

as the only career women should have (Jlexner: 105). The same writers 

would admit that homemaking was not the most exciting occupation; 

however, they insisted that if women tried, they could make it more 

interesting and that it was up to them to be happy staying home and 

taking care of the house (Chafe: 106). 

In 1922. a popular novel. This Freedom, said that career women are 

traitors and claimed that "the peace of the home . . . rests ultimately 

in the kitchen" (quoted in Deckard: 315). Although in the early 1920s, 

some articles defended the right of women to work, the conservative 

reaction of the late 1920s produced many more articles with statements 

like: "The office woman, no matter how successful, is a transplated 
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p.osey" (from McCall's, quoted in Chafe: 105). Most of the articles, 

however, played up the role of the homemaker. They saw homemaking as 

the most important job for women. They emphasized that "no longer 

smartness but charm" was really necessary for women's happiness. 

During the Great Depression, when not many jobs were available, 

again the mass media intensified the "back to home" clamor. Women 

were urged to leave their jobs and go home so that there would be more 

jobs for men. Even though women were working in order to support their 

families, they were not seen as serious about their jobs. The idea was 

that women work for "pin money," and, therefore, their jobs did not 

seem to be as important as men's jobs. 

The same pattern of changed attitudes is seen every time there is 

a surplus in labor supply. Again after World War II was over, when 

women were not needed in the labor force, the public's attitudes 

resembled those found after World War I. In the late 1930s, women were 

told to stay home and that going to work was unnatural. However, a 

few years earlier, with the heavy demand for labor, the media declared 

that it was both natural and patriotic for women to work. Some radio 

stations had a "Working Women Win Wars Week" (Chafe: 146). The War 

Department issued a pamphlet telling industries to employ women. Also, 

it was emphasized everywhere that Hitler's Germany tried to keep women 

in the home for nothing else but sexual reproduction and that fascism 

tried to force these attitudes on the world. Therefore. American 

Women must fight fascism and sexism by working in the war economy 

(Deckard: 320). 

During the same period, public attitudes changed, both because of 

rr^-'^r.—'-T-i 
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the media and because of the change in reality. Several magazines 

published articles concerning women's place in society. The change in 

the propaganda during and after the war was astonishing. Life magazine 

published an article called "American Women's Dilemma" in which the 

editors said that women were torn between traditional female roles and 

the reality of female involvement in activities outside the home. 

Women's only responsibility before was their housework, but the women 

of 1947 faced a more complicated set of options. The war had provided 

them with new experiences, and now it was harder for them to find their 

identity (Chafe: 199). 

The state also supported these ideas from the mass media and tried 

to keep women in their place by using its own methods. One of these 

methods was the closing down of the day care centers that were open 

during the war period (Andreas: 51). At the same time, women who 

participated in the feminist movement and took part in the strikes were 

called prostitutes (Banner: 67). 

The change in public attitude towards women's place had an effect 

on the number of women employed. In 1935, when only one in four 

workers was employed, a poll showed that 80 percent of Americans 

thought it was wrong for women to work, particularly if they were 

married. Yet in 1942, 71 percent had thought that more married women 

could and should work (Deckard: 320). 

After the war. powerful forces pushed for the natural solution of 

sending women back to the reserve army of the unemployed, to wait in 

the kitchen until they were needed again. By 1945. the head of the 

National Association of Manufacturers stated the grim message very 
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politely: "From a humanitarian point of view, too many women should 

not stay in the labor force. The home is the basic American institu

tion." Thus, after the war, industry followed with a familiar sexist 

point of view. Veterans were given job priority and, in the layoffs 

accompanying reconversion, women were fired 75 percent more frequently 

than were men (Deckard: 321-322). During the same period, many 

articles and books were published that tried to get women to go back 

to domesticity. Maryania Farnham and Ferdinard Lundberg published a 

book called Modern Woman: The Last Sex, in which they repeated all the 

old slanders against the early women's liberation leaders: that they 

were sex starved and frustrated; that they envied men's penises, and 

wanted to castrate all males. Thus. Farnham and Lundberg saw feminism 

as a deep illness (Lundberg and Farnham: 142). 

During the 1950s, evidence of domesticity was apparent everywhere. 

In newspapers and magazines, on radio and billboards, the hcjmemaker 

appeared as the national feminine model. Newspapers, magazines, etc., 

tried to convince the public that women function better as sweethearts, 

sisters or wives (Banner: 222). 

At this time, little concern was shown for women's criminality. 

On the other hand, during the 1960s, when women's participation in 

the labor force increased and women became more involved in the 

feminist movement, there was a wave of convictions against them. 

Anti-feminists wrote about sex role changes that resulted in female 

crime increase. As will be shown in the review of the literature 

on female criminality (next section), the feminist movement is blamed 

by some researchers for taking women away from their homes and 
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putting them in the labor force, thus giving them a greater chance to 

commit crimes. 

Female criminality: an example 
of sexist ideology 

In the past, women's crime was seen as Lombrosian in nature, or 

based on women's psychological sexuality. Dr. Cesare Lombroso (1836-

1909) an Italian psychiatrist, did the first important research in 

modern times on female criminality. The importance of this research 

today is mainly historical, since all his findings have been dis

credited. Lombroso's belief was that physical characteristics 

determine criminality. He also believed that female criminality could 

not be cured; so his only solution was punishment. 

For purposes of discussion, then, it is appropriate to discard 

a Lombrosian view and adopt a purely sociological perspective on the 

causes of female criminality. 

Another theoretical perspective popular today claims that the 

increase in female criminality is the result of the masculinization of 

female behavior (Weis. 1976). Proponents of this point of view 

characterize criminal acts as traditional or nontraditional and suggest 

that recently the nature of female criminality has changed. It has 

been assumed that females restricted their activities to so-called 

female crimes, such as shoplifting, but now that females are involved 

in more "serious" personal and property offenses, their behavior is 

viewed as nontraditional (Giordano and Cernkovich. 1979). Thus, female 

criminals appear to be more "masculine" in social psychological terms, 

and female criminal behavior has been explained as a concomitant of 

"role reversal" (Weis. 1976). 
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Some also argue that women are involved in more "masculine" 

crimes as a result of the influence of the feminist movement (Adler, 

1976; Pollack. 1950; Deming. 1976). 

In 1975, Freda Adler published the results of a three-year study 

on changing patterns of female crime. Sisters in Crime. Adler sees 

the increasing crime rate as the cost society pays for allowing women 

to get involved in male activities. According to Adler, the female 

criminal knows too much. This knowledge keeps her from going back to 

her former role as a second rate criminal committing only "feminine" 

crimes, such as shoplifting and prostitution. According to Adler, 

"women now have won a financial victory. In some instances, she had a 

taste of blood. Her appetite, however, appears to be only whetted." 

Thus, Adler applies "feminist" or "liberated" motives to the female 

criminals (Adler: 98). 

Adler (1975) agrees with Weis (1976) that female criminals today 

are more "masculine" than noncriminal females. Adler contends specifi

cally that "girls are involved in more drinking, stealing, gang 

activity and fighting behavior in keeping with the adoption of male 

roles." According to Adler. this helps explain the fact that between 

1960 and 1972 national arrests for major crimes show a jump for boys 

of 82 percent, while for girls they go up 306 percent (Adler: 95). 

Indeed, between 1969 and 1970, the number of juvenile cases involv

ing girls increased. The ratio of boys' cases to girls' decreased 

from four to one to three to one (U.S. Department of Health. Education 

and Welfare. 1972; quoted in Deming: 52). Price (1977) found that 

female arrests had climbed by two-thirds in less than a decade. 
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Between 1960 and 1970, the rate of arrests for all women increased 

by 68 percent, while the ratio for all men increased only 12 percent. 

Smith and Visher (1980) reduced forty-four studies reporting data on 

the relationship between sex and indicators of deviance/criminality to 

a single data base. They found that the relationship between maleness 

and deviance has been decreasing. The gap between male and female 

involvement in deviance/crime is narrowing. This shows a clear 

increase in the female crime rates, also shown by Table 1. According 

to Noblit and Burcart (1976). female criminality increased 58 percent 

from 1960 to 1970. (See Table 1). 

Table 1 

Arrest rates/100.000 by sex and age 

1960 1970 % Increase Z Score 

Total male 3,573.8 4.012.4 12 z = -46.71 

female 425.4 674.4 58 z = -28.03 

Adolescent male 1.348.8 2.453.2 82 z = -89.06 

female 244.1 686.4 181 

Adults male 4.876.3 4,884.7 .2 z = - 0.148 

female 521.8 628.4 20 z = - 9.78 

(Noblit and Burcart, 1976) 

Thus, the conclusion based on information presented so far is that 

there is a definite increase in female criminality. Researchers agree 

that the female pattern of criminality is changing to resemble the male 

pattern of criminality. 
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Otto Pollack added another dimension to the study of female 

criminality. His first theory was that women's crimes were primarily 

sexually motivated, whereas men's were primarily economically motivated, 

with the exception of crimes of passion. Pollack's second theory was 

that of hidden female crime. He believed that females committed many 

more crimes than are reported, but the nature of their jobs prevents 

them from being arrested. A third factor was the chivalry of policemen 

and court officials. 

One of the outstanding concomitants of the existing in
equality . . . is chivalry, the general protective attitude 
of man toward women. . . . Men hate to accuse women and 
thus indirectly send them to their punishment, police 
officers dislike [sic] to arrest them, district attorneys 
to prosecute them, judges and juries to find them guilty 
(Pollack: 151). 

Chesney-Lind says that our society has an especially protective 

attitude towards women. Routine police and court procedures seem to 

select girls whose offenses threaten parental authority and boys whose 

offenses cannot be explained away by the old adage "boys will be boys" 

(Chesney-Lind. 1977). Although both Pollack and Chesney-Lind agree 

that there exists a protective attitude toward women in our society, 

they seem to disagree on the effect that this protective attitude has 

on female arrests. Pollack suggests that women are rarely arrested 

for their crimes because of this protective attitude. Chesney-Lind 

contends, however, that women are arrested more readily than men 

because the police want to protect them and take the role of parent. 

Data on crime type show that most male delinquency consists of 

violent crimes, while female delinquency consists of violations of 

sex-role expectations, which are more severely punished than male's 
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delinquency. The following five offenses are those reported to be 

most often committed by females: running away, incorrigibility (incor

rigible: incapable of being corrected), sexual offenses, probation 

violation, and truancy (Vedder, 1970; Gibbons and Griswold, 1975). 

Hindelang (1971) found, indeed, that drinking and truancy were the most 

frequent delinquent acts among females. 

Noblit and Burcart (1976) found that a big increase in female 

property crimes has occurred, as shown in Table 2. The arrest rate of 

women for property crimes increased from 28.6 per thousand in 1960 to 

104.8 per thousand arrests in 1970. Table 2 also shows an increase in 

adult women's arrests for violent crimes, from 16.6 percent of those 

arrested for violent crimes in 1960 to 20.5 percent in 1970. 

In October 1975. Los Angeles Police Chief Edward M. Davis aroused 

the anger of feminists by"blaming the rise of" female crime, along with 

the increase in all crimes, on the women's liberation movement. He 

told a Los Angeles breakfast-club group that women in the movement do 

not stay home to give their children proper training. The breakdown 

in motherhood can lead to the "use of dope, stealing, thieving, 

killing. If you don't have a culture in which to bring up a young 

human with love and discipline, he is going to become some type of 

human savage" (quoted in Deming: 59). 

Other explanations have been given for why women commit crimes. 

Some researchers who have studied the female crime increase have come 

to the conclusion that although sex role changes are important, it is 

wrong to believe that there is a direct relationship between the "lib

eration" of females and the increase in the female crime rate 

(Giordano. 1978). 
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Arrest rates/100,000 by sex. age 
group and type of crime 
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Males 

1960 1970 

Total Violent crimes 
Property crimes 

104.1 ( 91,990) 
395.1 (349,012) 

171.9 (170,047) 
599.4 (592,878) 

Adolescents 

Adults 

Violent crimes 
Property crimes 

Violent crimes 
Property crimes 

48.1 
543.5 

114.4 
308.3 

( 15.674) 
(177,261) 

( 76,316) 
(171.751) 

137.0 ( 40,610) 
861.7 (305,744) 

204.1 (129,437) 
452.7 (287,131) 

Females 

Adolescents 

Adults 

Violent crimes 
Property crimes 

Violent crimes 
Property crimes 

3.5 
56.3 

16.6 
38.0 

1960 

( 1.105) 
( 17.798) 

( 9.972) 
( 22.596) 

1970 

12.2 ( 4,158) 
185.1 ( 63,243) 

20.5 ( 14,411) 
104.8 ( 73.536) 

(Noblit and Burcart. 1976) 
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Researchers have also suggested that when the female is involved 

in crime, she probably plays a passive role. Most often it is her 

boyfriend, pimp or lover who is actually responsible for the crime 

(Simon. 1975). Brook says that this happens because women have a weak 

self-image and that this drives them to assume a traditional dependent 

role (Brook. 1975). According to Peggy Giordano, there is a relation

ship between the friends that a person has and his/her delinquent 

involvement. Therefore, if males are involved in delinquent acts, it 

is very likely that the girls with whom they socialize will probably 

participate in delinquent acts, too (Giordano, 1978). 

Price claims that there have been changes in criminal justice 

procedures that are probably responsible for a part of the increase. 

That there are more women today working for the criminal justice 

system, according to Price, can be another explanation to the increase 

in female criminality. The reason for this is that women who work in 

criminal justice do not try to protect women criminals as males do, 

since they do not have the males' protective attitudes (Price, 1977). 

Steffensmeier. in his attempt to explain the increase in female 

crime, says that women are now the "managers of the pocketbook and 

they have the responsibility of handling the larger proportion of the 

family's income." Also, the fact that there are more families headed 

by women, because of the increase in the divorce rate, suggests that 

the "opportunities and temptations" of going into crirainal activity 

is great. "It is tempting," he says, "to pass a bad check or to 

commit welfare fraud or to become a shoplifter." Steffensmeier 

concludes his article by saying that "the new female criminal is more 
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a social invention that the empirical reality." He does not notice an 

increase in female violent crimes, and he points out that females are 

still petty property offenders, although Noblit and Burcart's (1976) 

findings contradict this. More importantly, Steffensmeier asserts 

that there is not a direct relationship between the feminist movement 

and the increase in property offences committed by women; he finds 

the connection between crime and the women's liberation movement 

vacuous (Steffensmeier, 1978). 

Another explanation that has been used to construe female deviance 

is that poorly educated women are pushed out of the labor force as 

more educated women take their place and that "working class women 

perceive the lack of equality and privilege in comparison to men, and 

respond to it through individual acts of vengence" (Noblit and Burcart, 

1976). Konopka (145), finding a difference in the motives behind 

female and male crime very close to that which Pollack discerns, 

argues that females commit crimes mainly from loneliness and depen

dency. Referring to female delinquents, she writes: "Almost invariably 

her problems are deeply personalized. Whatever her offence—whether 

shoplifting, truancy or running away from home—it is usually accom

panied by some disturbance or unfavorable behavior in the sexual 

arena" (Konopka: 147). 

It is debatable, then, that there is a direct relationship 

between the women's liberation movement and the female crime increase. 

According to Giordano and Cernkovich, explanations about the women's 

liberation movement and the increase in crime rate are often biased. 

Usually there has been a prior assumption made concerning the nature 
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of female deviance—that it is violent. Hence, researchers go beyond 

the validity of the data they have collected, as they try to explain 

the reasons for the crime increase (Giordano and Cernkovich, 1976). 

Other researchers feel as Giordano and Cernkovich do, claiming 

that the link between female criminality and the feminist movement is 

more of an invention than a real explanation. Heidensohn, for example, 

gives a reasonable explanation for why people think that there is an 

increase in female violent crimes: the formation of a mode of behavior 

as a "problem area" to study. It is normal that it will attract public 

concern and press attention resulting in a greater likelihood of 

reporting and taking action about it (Heidensohn, 1971). Heidensohn 

implies that there may be an increase in female criminality and a 

change in female criminal behavior but that this change is not very 

important. However, researchers pay more attention to it because it 

is a new problem. That female criminal behavior is studied so much 

increases publicity about it, and this publicity can cause the use of 

false data. The problem of increasing female criminality does seem 

to have attracted the attention of the public, and even more the link 

between the women's movement and the increased female criminality 

seems to be a topic that the public receives with great interest. 

The evidence suggests that there is not a great increase in 

female crime rates and, in particular, in violent crimes (Table 2). 

The most noteworthy increase is in property crimes, although fewer 

women than men are arrested for property crimes. The issue here, 

however, is not increase in female crime, whatever its type, but the 

causes. 
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Female criminals and the Feminist Movement 

Since there has been so much discussion about the relationship 

between the feminist movement and the presumed increase in female 

criminality, it is instructive to look next at the influence that the 

feminist movement has had on female criminals and to determine if the 

movement has brought about any changes in their attitudes towards 

crime. 

According to Steffensmeier (1978), females involved in criminal 

acts are poorly educated, have low paying or low status jobs, are 

unemployed, have several dependents, and usually belong to minority 

groups. Those women, however, are the least likely to be affected by 

the feminist movement and are even less likely to be involved with it. 

Miller (1973) claims that the girls in the group he studied were 

not even aware of the women's liberation movement. According to him, 

the girls did not want to be judged for themselves but accepted the 

status of the boys they were with. The girls were not independent, and 

as Miller says, on their jackets the members of the group "bear the 

legend, "property of the Savage Nomad." The evidence from this 

article is clear: that the girls involved in this group, the Molls, 

and other young girls like them, not only did not seem to resent the 

fact that their status was directly dependent on that of the boys 

but also they actively sought this condition and gloried in it. The 

Molls accepted without question a declaration by one of the Hoods that 

"they ain't nuthin' without us. and they know it" (Miller, 1973). 

From Miller's description of the "Molls," it can be seen that the 

girls who belonged to this gang were not independent. And, as 



35 

mentioned above, they were happy to be dependent on the Hoods, the 

boys' gang. Like Giordano and Cernkovich, Miller concludes that girls 

who participate in delinquent acts are less liberated than girls who 

do no participate. It is clear that neither researcher sees any 

influence of the feminist movement on the delinquent behavior of those 

girls. 

Brook (1975); on the other hand, says that women who are involved 

in crimes are affiliated with the feminist movement, yet her cases 

suggest that women will get involved or interested in the feminist 

movement only after they commit criminal acts and are already in 

prison. In two characteristic cases (Charlet and Sunny), one can see 

that both started to think about feminism after they were convicted and 

had realized their isolation and oppression up to that time (Brook, 

1975). 

Freda Adler. of course, posits a relationship between the feminist 

movement and the rise of female criminals: 

. . Marge is a member of the new "liberation movement" 
which is spreading through the ranks of the nation's 
female offenders, but Marge would be the last person in 
the world to accredit her actions to any sort of 
"liberation." She. like the majority of incarcerated 
women throughout the country, comes from a lower socio
economic level and tends to identify with a value code 
embracing the "traditional" image of women. . . . 
She feels that "women's lib" is an organization of 
"kooks" and scoffs at the mention of any connection 
between her latest criminal actions and the beliefs of 
the female emacipation movement (Adler: 7). 

This example is. however, similar to Brook's (1975). Marge denies that 

her acts have anything to do with the feminist movement, and even 

Adler says that Marge believes in the traditional image of women. 

Some researchers point out that females do commit violent crimes. 
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These should not be overlooked in our study of female criminality. 

However, the cases of assaults and homicides appear to reflect their 

sex roles; they are most often against persons with whom they have had 

affectionate relationships, such as husbands, lovers, and children 

(Ward, 1968). Of course, one cannot say that these are the only times 

that women commit criminal acts of this kind, but still one should not 

conclude from those instances that they represent the "darker side of 

the feminist movement." 

Generally, one can argue that the feminist movement has had little 

effect on female offenders and their peers. Their crimes continue to 

mirror their traditional role in society. They are predominantly small 

scale property and victimless offences reflecting both the female 

status as a minor consumer and her tendency to inflict self-directed, 

rather than outward-directed, injury. These women's infrequent 

participation in burglary and robbery is normally as a supportive 

companion to a male (Crites: 38). 

In conclusion, there ±s_ an increase in female criminality, but as 

evidence suggests, it iŝ  not_ necessarily related to the feminist 

movement. There is, however, an increase in the concern of the public 

about the effect that the feminist movement has on women. 

Summary and hypotheses 

From the review of the literature it can be seen that women have 

been serving as the reserve army of the unemployed. Every time that 

the demand for workers has been high, women have been invited to join 

the labor force. Every time that the demand is low. women are urged 

to go back to their "proper" place, the kitchen. 
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Women's participation in the labor force has increased through the 

years, of course, but the important point is that the number of women 

employed in the labor force always goes down after a period of crisis 

and a high demand for female workers is over. Women are then forgotten, 

until another crisis comes forward and their help is needed again. 

The review of the literature suggests that the government moves 

women in and out of the labor force through the mass media. One of the 

major propagandas that the state has used in the past and is using 

again currently is that women are more likely to be criminals after 

they have worked than they were before they entered the labor force. 

The media blame the feminist movement for taking women away from their 

homes and giving them the opportunity to commit more crimes. However, 

from the review of the literature it can be seen that there is not a 

direct relationship between the feminist movement and the increase in 

female criminality. There is, nevertheless, an increase in the public 

concern about women's criminality. 

The link between the feminist movement and the increase in female 

criminality is a part of an ideology that influences the public and is 

supported by the government, as well as by the mass media. The ruling 

group, represented by the government, needs an ideology to justify its 

position of power and to maintain the status quo. In our society, 

ideologies help to keep order and to control various subordinate 

groups. Even the inferior groups believe in these ideologies because 

they grow up listening to them. As a consequence, the inferior group 

plays the role they are taught in society. In this particular case, 

women, or most of the women, still believe that they are inferior to 

men, and thus, they act as they are expected to behave. 



38 

This review of the literature can be summarized in the following 

two points: 

1. Women's labor force participation cycles with demand. The 

women's movement cycles with women's labor force participation. 

2. The state acts to move women in and out of the labor force. 

a. At times of demand for women's labor, the state encourages 

entry through ideological emphasis on women's important 

economic contribution. 

b. At times of low demand, the state encourages women's exit 

through ideologies critical of wcjmen. 

c. These ideologies include discussion of female criminality. 

In this study, two of the latter propositions (b and c) will be eval

uated by testing four hypotheses: 

1. If proportion of women in work force is high and demand for 

work is low. it is expected that 

a. women's movement activities will increase, 

b. female crime will increase. 

c. public concern about female criminality will increase. 

d. female criminality will be blamed in the feminist movement. 

2. If the proportion of women in the work force is high and 

demand is high, it is expected that 

a. women's movement activities will increase. 

b. female crime will increase. 

c. public concern about female criminality will not increase, 

d. female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist 

movement. 
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3. If proportion of women in the work force is low and demand is 

high, it is expected that 

a. women's movement activities will not increase, 

b. female crime will not increase. 

c. public concern about female criminality will not increase 

even if crime increases, 

d. female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist 

movement. 

4. If proportion of women in the labor force is low and demand 

for labor is low, it is expected that 

a. women's movement activities will not increase, 

b. female crime will not increase, 

c. public concern about female criminality will not increase, 

d. female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist 

movement. 



CHAPTER II 

RESEARCH METHODS 

This study employs two research methods: historical analysis and 

content analysis. Historical analysis, the examination of historians' 

writings and of primary documents, was the source of data for testing 

most of the hypotheses. Content analysis, the derivation of verbal or 

non-mathematical symbolic statements from what has been said or por

trayed (Olson: 159), was used to test the remaining hypotheses. 

Historical analysis is helpful in evaluating the sources of infor

mation about the past and determining their authenticity (Theodoreson 

and Theodoreson: 187). The use of historical data in this study aids 

in the discovery of the social correlates of the feminist movement and 

the public concern about female criminality. 

Content analysis was used because if offers one access to past 

events that one would not be able to know otherwise. It is the only 

method that can be used to detemine the relative emphasis or frequency 

of various communication phenomena such as propaganda, popular arts, 

etc. Content analysis is generally a method of studying and analyzing 

communications in a systematic, objective, and quantitative manner to 

measure variables. It also helps one measure variables such as atti

tudes and stereotypes (Kerlinger: 532). 

The source material for the content analysis was selected from the 

Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature, from 1900 to 1980. The reason 

40 



41 

^^^^ ^^^ Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature was chosen is that it 

represents the most popular writing of each period. 

Î he Encyclopedia of Associations was used in order to measure the 

increase of the feminist movement. The Encyclopedia of Associations 

lists the number of organizations created every year by women, such as 

church organizations, occupational organization, political organiza

tions, etc. This method was used for measuring the increased activity 

of the women's movement because an increase in participation in these 

organizations is a valid index of women's participation in activities 

outside the home. 

In the Encyclopedia of Associations the following headings were 

referred to: Educational, Cultural, Health and Medical Associations 

and Public Affairs. In all headings, the subheading "women" was 

referred to in order to see the number of organizations created by 

women. This was done because we believe that women's involvement in 

politics is a proof that they are asking for more protection under the 

law and for an end to exploitation; it is also an indicator of 

increased female-male equality since politics has traditionally been 

defined as a man's world. 

The Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature was used to measure 

the increase in public concern about female criminality. The heading 

"women-crime" from the years 1900 to 1980 was referred to and the 

number of articles was counted (Figure 1). 

Finally, the Uniform Crime Reports were used to measure the 

increase in female criminality. The Uniform Crime Reports were used for 

the years 1932 to 1980; up to 1932. the arrest rates were not separated 
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by sex. The Uniform Crime Reports were used although many sociologists 

consider it an incomplete record since neither all arrests nor all 

crimes are reported. Also, through the years, various changes have 

occurred in the reporting practices. Even with these changes and 

limitations, these documents give us some indication of the changes 

that have taken place in female criminality (Olson: 142). 

Methods for testing hypothesis I 

The first hypothesis is that: if the proportion of women in work 

force is high and demand is low, 

a. women's movement activities will increase, 

b. female crime will increase. 

c. public concern about female criminality will increase, 

d. female criminality will be blamed on the feminist movement. 

In this study, the relationship between the proportion of women 

in the labor force and the public concern about female criminality is 

considered. In order to do this, the relationship between the feminist 

movement and the proportion of women in the labor force must first be 

examined because increased feminist movement activity is frequently 

blamed for the increase in female criminality. 

The review of the literature on the women's movement suggests that 

there is a relationship between the feminist movement and the propor

tion of women in the labor force. As the proportion of women in the 

labor force increases, women's movement activities would be expected to 

increase. In testing for sub-hypothesis (a) then, historical analysis 

is used. In order to support the first section the review of the 
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history is used and for the second section, the Encyclopedia of 

Associations is used. 

The relationship between the increase in female criminality and 

the number of women in the labor force will be scrutinized because it 

is believed that there is a direct connection between the number of 

women in the labor force and the female arrest rate. The greater the 

number of women in the labor force, the greater the arrest rates for 

women, based on the Uniform Crime Reports is the expected result. 

In testing for sub-hypothesis (b). that female crime will increase, 

historical analysis will be used to find if the proportion of women in 

the labor force is related to demand and/or to the feminist movement. 

This needs to be done because the review of the literature in Chapter I 

suggests that the number of women in the labor force is related to the 

increased activity of the feminist movement. Here one expects to find 

that the porportion of women in the labijr force is related to demand, 

which usually occurs during periods of a crisis or increased production 

needs, e.g.. World War I and World War II. the Industrial Revolution, 

and may not be related to the feminist movement. 

Thirdly, the relationship between the concern about female crimi

nality and the proportion of women in the labor force, as it related 

to the demand for it will be examined. One expects to find that, when 

the demand for female workers is low and the proportion of women in 

the labor force is high, there will b^ an increased concern about 

female criminality, regardless of the rate of arrests. 

In testing for sub-hypothesis (c) . which is that public concern 

about female criminality will increase, historical analysis of the 
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women's movement and the Reader's Guide to Periodical Literature will 

be used. One expects to find that the number of articles about female 

criminality during periods of low demand and high female participation 

in the labor force will increase. 

Lastly, the relationship between the proportion of women in the 

labor force as it relates to demand and the question whether female 

crimality is blamed on the feminist movement will be researched. Here 

one expects to find that if proportion of women in the labor force is 

high and demand for female workers is low, female criminality will be 

blamed on the feminist movement. One expects to find this relationship 

because in the review of the literature, it was seen that the mass 

media blame female criminality on the feminist movement. 

In testing for sub-hypothesis (d) , which is that female criminality 

will be blamed on the feminist movement, historical analysis specifi

cally referring to other analysis of the eras in question, the number 

of articles on female criminality (as revealed in the Reader's Guide) 

and the number of associations (as revealed in the Encyclopedia of 

Associations) will be used as will content analysis. One expects to 

find that during periods of low demand for female workers, the crimi

nality of women will be blamed on the feminist movement. 

Methods for testing hypothesis 2 

The second hypothesis is that: if the proportion of women in the 

work force is high and demand is high, it is expected that 

a. women's movement activities will increase. 

b. female crime will increase, 

c. public concern about female criminality will not increase. 
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d. female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist 

movement. 

The methods for testing this hypothesis will be the same as in 

hypothesis one. Here one expects to find, firstly, that women's move

ment activities will increase if the proportion of women in the labor 

force is high and second, that female crime will increase if the 

proportion of women in the labor force is high. Third, one expects to 

find that public concern about female criminality will not increase if 

the demand for female workers in the labor force is high. Last, female 

criminality will not be blamed on the feminist movement if demand for 

female workers is high. 

Methods for testing hypothesis 3 

The third hypothesis is that: if the proportion of women in the 

work force is low and demand is high, it is expected that 

a. women's movement activities will not increase, 

b. female crime will not increase. 

c. public concern about female criminality will not increase 

even if crime increases. 

d. female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist 

movement. 

The methods for testing hypothesis three will be the same as for 

hypotheses one and two. One expects to find that the feminist movement 

activities will not increase during periods of low female participation 

in the labor force. Second, one expects to find that female crime rate 

will not increase during the same period. Third, one does not expect 

to see an increase in public concern about female criminality during 
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periods of high demand for female workers and low participation of them. 

Last, one expects to see that female criminality will not be blamed on 

the feminist movement during this period. 

Methods for testing hypothesis 4 

The fourth hypothesis is that: if the proportion of women in the 

labor force is low and demand for labor is low, it is expected that 

a. women's movement activities will not increase, 

b. female crime will not increase, 

c. public concern about female criminality will not increase, 

d. female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist 

movement. 

The same methods were used for testing this hypothesis as in 

hypotheses one, two, and three. Here one expects, based on the review 

of the literature, that during periods of low female participation in 

the labor force women's movement activities will not increase. Second, 

one expects to find that if women are not participating in the labor 

force in large numbers, the crime rate will not increase. Third, one 

expects to find that public concern about female criminality will not 

increase during periods of low participation and low demand of women 

in the labor force. And last, one expects to find that during the same 

period, female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist movement. 



CHAPTER III 

FINDINGS 

Hypothesis 1 

The first hypothesis was tested, and the following results were 

found. When the demand for work is low and the percentage of women in 

the work force is high (areas (a) in Table 2, from 1930-1936 to 

1957-1981)*, 

a) Women's movement activities increase, as was expected. Figure 

2 presents the distribution of women's associations created 

between the years 1900 to 1980. As shown in Figure 2, there 

is a constant increase in the creation of organizations 

between the years 1900 and the late 1930's. The number 

remains stable until the late 1940's, and from then on, the 

increase is continuous. 

b) From the Uniform Crime Reports it was found that for the 

period from 1932 to 1938. the female arrest rate does not 

increase. Table 3 shows the female arrest rate for the years 

from 1932 to 1970. According to the Uniform Crime Reports, 

the arrest rate for women went from 7.5 percent of all arrests 

in 1932 to 6.8 percent in 1938. For the years from 1957 to 

1979. however, there is an increase in the female arrest rate. 

* These areas have been designed following the suggestions of the 
review of the literature on women's history. 
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Table 3 

Per sons arrested, by race, sex 
and age: 1932 to 1970 

Year 

1970 
1969 
1968 
1967 
1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 

1960 
1959 
1958 
1957 
1956 
1955 
1954 
1953 
1952 
1951 

1950 
1949 
1948 
1947 
1946 
1945 
1944 
1943 
1942 
1941 

1940 
1939 
1938 
1937 
1936 
1935 
1934 
1933 
1932 

'U ^\ ^M f^ ^NV^ ^^ WH 

rersons 
arrested 

1003 

6,570 
5.862 
5.617 
5,518 
5.016 
5.031 
4,685 
4.511 
4.117 
3.852 

3.679 
2.613 
2.340 
2.069 
2,071 
1.862 
1,689 
1.791 
1.111 
831 

794 
792 
760 
734 
645 
544 
489 
491 
586 
631 

509 
577 
554 
520 
462 
392 
344 
320 
278 

Uniform Crime Reports, 1971 

Sex 

Male 

1004 

5, 
5, 
4, 
4, 
4, 
4, 
4, 
3, 
3, 
3, 

3, 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

624 
058 
891 
830 
407 
,432 
,138 
,997 
,645 
,418 

.272 
,334 
,092 
,849 
,843 
,657 
.503 
.397 
991 
746 

717 
713 
683 
659 
577 
460 
405 
412 
516 
573 

557 
533 
517 
484 
428 
365 
320 
297 
257 

Female 

1005 

947 
804 
725 
689 
610 
600 
547 
514 
472 
434 

406 
279 
248 
220 
226 
305 
185 
194 
120 
85 

88 
70 
77 
75 
69 
84 
84 
79 
70 
58 

52 

44 
38 
36 
34 
27 
24 
23 
21 
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Looking at Table 2 again it can be seen that the percentage increase 

for all arrests in 1957 was 10.63 while in 1979 it was 15-7. The 

increase for 1979 is shown in Table 4. Here it was expected that the 

crime rate would increase when the proportion of women in the labor 

force is high. The hypothesis then was partially supported since for 

the period from 1932 to 1938, not only is there not an increase, but 

there is a decrease in the arrest rate of women. However, for the 

period from 1957 to 1979. the hypothesis was supported because there 

is an increase in the arrest rate of women. 

Table 4 

Total arrests, distribution by sex. 1979 

Number of persons arrested -. ^ -, ^ Percent distribution 
^ Percent Percent 

Total Male Female ^^^^ female r^,^^^^ ^^-^^ Female 

9,506,347 8.011,417 1.494.930 84.3 15.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Uniform Crime Reports, 1979. 

c) For the years from 1930 to 1938. one expected to find an 

increase in public concern about female criminality, but 

Figure 1 shows that there was not an increase. (Figure 1 

indicates the number of articles written every year concerning 

female criminality between 1900 and 1980.) Although the 

number of articles decreased during the Depression, it was 

higher during the first few years, when women's participation 

in the labor force was high, than during the last years, when 

it was low. For the period from 1957 to the present, an 
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increase in p.ublic interest as it is measured by the number 

of articles written (Figure 1) can be seen. Here one expects 

to find an increase in public concern about female criminality. 

Thus one can say that sub-hypothesis (c) was partially sup

ported by the findings. Whether or not female criminality 

will be blamed on the feminist movement when the proportion of 

women in the labor force is high and demand is low will be 

tested by content analysis later in the study. 

Hypothesis 2 

The second hypothesis was tested and the following results were 

found. When proportion of women in the labor force is high and the 

demand is high (areas (b) in Table 5). 

a) Women's movement activities did not always increase as was 

expected. Women's movement activities were measured by the 

number of associations created each year, as shown in Figure 2. 

In this hypothesis two periods were analyzed, from 1915 to 1920 

and from 1939 to 1940. The number of associations increased 

during the years from 1915 to 1920 but did not increase during 

the years from 1939 to 1945. 

b) Female crime was expected to increase during this period, and 

as Table 3 shows, there was an increase in female criminality 

during the years from 1939 to 1945. However, the Uniform 

Crime Reports from 1915 to 1920 are unavailable. Sub-

hypothesis (b) was thus supported by our findings, for the 

years for which data are available. 
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Table 5 

Periods of demand for and participation 
of women in the labor force 

1900-1913 Period of high demand due to the industrial increase, 
and low participation of women in work force 

(c) 

1914-1920 Period of high demand due to the WWI. and high 
participation of women in work force 

(b) 

1921-1929 Period of low participation of women in the labor 
force and low demand 

(d) 

1930-1938 Period of low demand due to the Depression, and high 
participation in the labor force * 

(a) 

1939-1945 Period of high demand due to WWII and high partici
pation of women in the labor force 

(b) 

1946-1956 Period of low demand and low participation of women 
in the labor force 

(d) 

1957-1980 Period of low demand and high participation of women 
in the labor force 

(a) 

*Note: women's participation in the labor force during the Depression 
was not as low as that for men. due to the fact that women were 
paid less than men and the employers preferred to hire cheaper 
labor (Banner: 186). 
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c) Public concern about female criminality did not increase as 

expected during the period from 1915 to 1920. or from 1939 to 

1945. The Uniform Crime Reports for the first period did not 

report crimes according to sex. but they did from 1939 to 

1945. According to the Uniform Crime Reports, then, the rate 

of female arrests during this period increased from 7.6 per

cent of total arrests in 1939, to 17.2 percent in 1944, and 

then decreased to 15.5 percent in 1945- This is the largest 

increase in female arrest rates in history. However, the 

public concern did not increase at all. as shown in Figure 1. 

This supports the hypothesis that public concern increases 

and decreases according to the needs for women in the labor 

force, 

d) Whether female criminality is blamed on the feminist movement 

when the proportion of women in the work force is high and 

demand is high will be tested by content analysis later in 

the study. 

Hypothesis 3 

When the third hypothesis was tested, the following results were 

found. When the proportion of women in labor force is low and the 

demand is high. 

a) Women's movement activities did not increase very much during 

the years 1900 to 1914. The review of the literature on the 

women's movement suggests that during this period the move

ment focused on the fight by women to get the right to vote. 

Thus sub-hypothesis (a) was supported by the findings. Women's 
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movement activity did not increase significantly during this 

period as shown in Figure 2. although the proportion of women 

in the labor force was low-

b) Sub-hypothesis (b) , which is that female crime will not 

increase, cannot be tested because the Uniform Crime Reports 

for the period from 1900 to 1914 do not list arrests by sex. 

c) Public concern about female criminality increased during this 

period, as shown in Figure 1. Public concern was not expected 

to increase during this period. Thus, sub-hypothesis (c), 

which is that public concern about female criminality will not 

increase even if crime increases, was not supported by the 

findings. 

d) Whether female criminality is attributed to the feminist move

ment when the proportion of women in the labor force is low 

and demand is high, will be tested by content analysis later 

in the study. 

Hypothesis 4 

The fourth hypothesis was tested and the following results were 

found: when the proportion of women in the labor force is low and the 

demand for labor is low (areas (d) in Table 5. the years from 1921 to 

1929. and from 1946 to 1956): 

a) Women's movement activities did increase as shown in Figure 2. 

for the first period (from 1921 to 1929) but it did not 

increase during the second period (1946 to 1956). One ex

pected that feminist movement activities would not increase 

during this period, so sub-hypothesis (a), that women's 
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movement activities will increase, was partially supported by 

the findings. 

b) Since the Uniform Crime Reports for the years from 1921 to 

1929 do not list arrests by sex, sub-hypothesis (b), which is 

that female crime will not increase, cannot be completely 

tested but it can be partially tested since we have the rates 

of female arrests during the years from 1946 to 1956. Table 3 

shows that there is not an increase in female arrest rates 

between the years from 1946 to 1956. Specifically, the 

female arrest rate in 1946 was 10.4 percent of all arrests 

and in 1956 was 10.9 percent. Thus, sub-hypothesis (b) was 

supported: when the proportion of women in the labor force is 

low and demand is low, female criminality does not increase. 

c) Public concern about female criminality did not increase. As 

a matter of fact, it decreased, as shown in Figure 1. During 

this period one expected public concern to remain stable. 

Thus, based on the findings, sub-hypothesis (c), which is that 

public concern about female criminality will not increase even 

if crime increases, was supported. 

d) Whether female criminality is blamed on the feminist movement 

when the proportion of women in the labor force is low and 

demand for labor is low will be tested later in the study by 

content analysis. 

Not all the hypotheses and sub-hypotheses are supported by the 

findings. Sub-hypothesis la, which said that if the proportion of 

women in the labor force is high and demand is low. then women's 
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movement activities will increase, is supported. Sub-hypothesis lb, 

if the proportion of women in the work force is high and demand is low, 

female crime will increase, was only partially supported. Sub-

hypothesis Ic. if proportion of women in the labor force is high and 

demand is low. public concern about female criminality will increase, 

is not supported. Sub-hypothesis Id, that female criminality will be 

blamed on the feminist movement if the proportion of women in the labor 

force is high and demand is low, is tested below. 

Sub-hypothesis 2a. that women's movement activities will increase 

if the proportion of women in the labor force is high and the demand 

is high, was supported. Sub-hypothesis 2b, that female crime would 

increase during this period, was supported for the years for which 

data are available. Sub-hypothesis 2c, that public concern about 

female criminality will not increase even if crime increases when the 

proportion of women in the labor force is high and demand is high, is 

supported. Sub-hypothesis 2d will be tested below. 

Sub-hypothesis 3a. that women's movement activities will not 

increase if the proportion of women in the work force is low and 

demand is high, is supported. Sub-hypothesis 3b. which said that 

female crime will not increase if the proportion of women in the work 

force is low and the demand is high, was not tested because data are 

unavailable. Sub-hypothesis 3c was not supported. Sub-hypothesis 3d, 

that female criminality will not be blamed on the feminist movement if 

the proportion of women in the labor force is low and demand is high. 

will be tested below. 

Sub-hypothesis 4a. that women's movement activities will not 
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increase if the proportion of women in the labor force is low and 

demand is Icjw, is partially supported. Sub-hypothesis 4b. that female 

crime will not increase if the proportion of women in the labor force 

is low and demand is low. was supported. Sub-hypothesis 4c, that 

public concern about female criminality will not increase if the pro-̂  

portion of women in the work force is low and demand is low, was 

supported. Sub-hypothesis 4d. that female criminality will not be 

blamed on the feminist movement if the proportion of women in the labor 

force is low and demand for work is low, will be tested below. 

Summary 

In summary, no relationship between the feminist movement and 

increased female criminality was found. The important factor in the 

increase in criminality appears to be the number of women in the labor 

force. 

In Chapter I, an extensive review of the literature concerning 

women's participation in the labor force, a reserve army interpreta

tion, was given. Then ideology and its influence on female labor 

force participation was discussed. Next the literature concerning 

female criminality was reviewed, showing that the feminist movement is 

sometimes blamed for the increase in female criminality. The history 

of the feminist movement was also examined. 

In Chapter II. the methods employed for this study, historical 

analysis and content analysis, were explained. Both methods were 

judged appropriate for a study like this, in which we test different 

circumstances over long periods of time. 
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•̂ ^̂  Uniform Crime Reports were used to trace the increase in 

female criminality; the Encyclopedia of Associations was used to 

measure the increase of the feminist movement; and finally the Reader's 

Guide to Periodical Literature was used to measure the increase in 

public concern about female criminality. 

Considering the relationship between the women's movement and the 

number of women in the labor force, it appears that every time women's 

participation in the labor force increases, feminist movement activity 

increases. 

From the findings, it can be seen that there is some support for 

the proposed relationship between the feminist movement and increased 

female criminality. However, it was found that increased female 

criminality is related to the number of women in the labor force, and 

the number of women in the labor force is related to labor demand. 

In other words, it is true that women commit more criminal acts when 

they are in the labor force, but their participation in the labor force 

seems not to be related to the feminist movement but to economic 

conditions. 

The public concern, too. is unrelated to the increase or decrease 

of the feminist movement, but it is related to the number of women 

in the labor force. In other words, if the number of women in the 

labor force is high and demand is high, public concern will be low. If 

the number of women in the labor force is high and the demand is low. 

public concern will increase, e.g.. the period 1956 to the present, 

when public concern about female criminality seems to have increased 

faster than the actual arrest rate. 



CHAPTER IV 

CONTENT ANALYSIS 

The mass media play a very important role in society. Daily life 

is "seen" through the media; this is called "media logic." Media logic 

is a way of interpreting social affairs. Everything that happens is 

covered by the media, and the media are a significant source of informa

tion. Thus, the media are a major means of communication among people. 

People take for granted that the media give the real view of society, 

problems, and situations, giving the media great power (Altheide and 

Snow: 9). Selected media promote a public portrayal of everyday life 

and political power according to dominant institutions, e.g. economy, 

industry, government. Media thus serve as a dominant way of control

ling the public (Altheide and Snow: 11). 

Media logic differs throughout history. In this particular study 

the portrait of women criminals as it is given by the media during 

various economic periods from 1900 until 1980 will be examined. It 

is hypothesized that a difference will be observed in media attitudes 

towards women during the periods when women were needed in the labor 

force and when they were not needed. 

The most appropriate method for a study like this is content 

analysis. It is a method of observation, but instead of observing 

people's behavior directly and asking questions, one uses the communi

cations that people have used—media—and ask questions about the 
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communications. Content analysis is designed to derive verbal or non-

mathematical symbolic statements from what has been said or portrayed 

(Olson: 159). 

Coding.. One of the ways to insure reliability in content analysis 

is to develop a coding scheme (Olson: 160). In this particular study 

one needs a coding scheme which will allow analysis of the changing 

stereotypes of criminals and, finally, changing values of society. 

The major approaches used are: the ideological approach, the 

feminist approach, and the paternalistic approach.* These approaches 

are not mutually exclusive. 

The ideological approach centers mainly on the definition of 

false consciousness and how different magazines conceptualize reality. 

Three categories have been constructed under the ideological approach. 

These are: Whom do the authors blame for the increase in the female 

criminality? Do they take under consideration political and economic 

conditions? Do they see the environment that women criminals grew up 

as the main reason for female criminality? These categories reveal 

whether the authors blame women for increased criminality; if not. who 

is found responsible? 

* See Ellen McCracken. "Demystifying Cosmopolitan: Five Critical 
Methods." This ideological approach was adopted. The infrastructural 
was not adopted because some of the articles used for the analysis 
are sociological magazines, and thus, it cannot be claimed that they 
are under common ownership with the same ideologies. The semiological 
approach was not adequate; sociological magazines which do not try to 
mystify the situation or use illusions or mythology were used; they 
are mainly concerned with scholarship. The feminist approach was 
adopted for the study. The receptionist approach was not adopted 
because of the wide variety of magazines that were used. 
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The feminist approach focuses on the image of women that the 

articles offer during different time periods. McCracken points out 

that the feminist approach is not one that can be selectively used or 

put aside at will. It is a critical methodology of primary importance, 

which helps the other methods as well (McCracken: 16). Three categories 

under the feminist approach have been constructed in the present study: 

Does the article blame the feminist movement for the increase in female 

criminality? Does the article portray women as real criminals? Does 

the article attribute criminal women's changing attitudes to the 

influence of the feminist movement? 

These categories were constructed to see if the authors found the 

feminist movement responsible for the increase in female criminality. 

All of these categories have one and the same motive, and that is to 

show the reader the negative attitude of the author toward the feminist 

movement and the fact that the female criminality is attributed to the 

feminist movement. 

The paternalistic approach was not used by McCracken. However, 

it was felt that it is appropriate here. The paternalistic approach 

is mainly concerned with the attitudes of the authors toward women 

and specifically if women are portrayed as victims in those articles. 

Again, three categories for the paternalistic approach were con

structed: Does the article portray women as real criminals or as 

victims of circumstances? Does the article seem protective of women? 

Does the article portray women as weak and pitiful creatures that need 

protection? 

The reason these categories were used is that all of them have 
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one thing in common, and that is the protection of women. This 

approach will help one see if in periods when the feminist movement 

is not very strong, attitudes toward women change and they are seen 

not as criminals but as victims of society. 

In order to see how the media portray women through the years 

1900 to 1980, the three preceding approaches were used. Also, the 

degree of demand and supply during the period from 1900 to 1980 was 

taken under consideration. Thus, four categories of demand and supply 

were constructed: 

1) High women's participation and low demand (Area (a) Table 6); 

2) High demand and high participation (Area (b) Table 6); 

3) High demand and low participation (Area (c) Table 6); 

4) Low demand and low participation (Area (d) Table 6). 

The reason that this breakdown is needed is that it is necessary 

to see if the attitudes of the authors change through the years 

according to the demand for women in the labor force. As suggested 

earlier in the hypothesis, one would expect that during periods of high 

demand, women would not be portrayed as criminals through the articles 

but they would be seen with S3niipathetic eyes, and during periods of low 

demand, regardless of the arrest rate, women would be portrayed as 

real criminals. 

An attempt was made to collect an article every three years. 

However, that was not always possible. There were periods of up to 

five years that there were no articles written about female crimi

nality. Thus, the next article that was found was chosen. 

One expected to find that during periods of high participation 



64 

Tab le 6 

P u b l i c o p i n i o n on women's c r i m i n a l i t y as i n d i c a t e d 
by a r t i c l e s w r i t t e n fo r t h e y e a r s 1900-1981 

P e r i o d s of demand fo r 
and . p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 
women i n l a b o r f o r c e 

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n of cause of women's c r i m i n a l i t y 

1900 
1903 
1906 
1909 
1912 

(c) 3 articles: 1 blames women 
2 blame women's movement 

1915 
1918 

(b) 
2 articles: 1 blames society 

1 blames women 

1921 
1924 
1927 

(d) 
3 articles: 1 blames society 

2 blame women 

1930 
1933 
1936 

(a) 
3 a r t i c l e s : 1 blames women 

2 blame women's movement 

1939 
1942 
1945 

(b) 2 articles: 2 blame society 

1948 
1951 
1954 

(d) 2 a r t i c l e s : 2 blame women's movement 

1957 
1960 
1963 
1966 
1969 
19 72 
1975 
1978 
1981 

(a) 

7 a r t i c l e s : 1 blames s o c i e t y 
1 blames women 
5 blame women's movement 
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and low demand female criminality will be blamed on the feminist 

movement. During periods of low participation and low demand, it was 

expected that there would not be any discussion about female crimi

nality. During periods of high participation and high demand, again, 

it was expected that there would not be much discussion about female 

criminality. During periods of low participation and high demand, it 

was expected that the feminist movement would not be blamed for 

increased female criminality. 

Findings 

Testing for sub-hypothesis Id, if the proportion of women in the 

labor force is high and demand is low, (area (a), Table 6), it was 

found that: for the articles (ii=3) written during the period from 

1930 to 1938, 33.3 percent of the articles blamed women for the 

increase in female criminality and 66.6 percent of the articles blamed 

the feminist movement for the increase in female criminality. The 

second period included in this hypothesis is from 1957 to the present. 

From the collection of articles (n=7), it was found that 14.2 percent 

blamed society for increased female criminality, 14.2 percent blamed 

women themselves for female criminality, and finally 71.4 percent 

blamed the women's movement in explaining female criminality. Table 6 

presents the periods of low and high demand and low and high supply of 

women in the labor force. It also shows the number of articles 

written during every period and the kind of approach they used to 

explain female criminality. The hypothesis, then, was supported 

because the majority of the articles written during these periods 

blamed the feminist movement for female criminality, as was expected. 
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Testing for sub-hypothesis 2d, that female criminality will not be 

blamed on the feminist movement if the proportion of women in the 

labor force is high and demand is high, (area (b). Table 6), it was 

found that: 100 percent of the articles (ii=2) written during the 

period from 1939 to 1945 held society responsible for the increase in 

female criminality. For the second period included in this hypothesis, 

from 1914 to 1920 (n=2). it was found that 50 percent of the articles 

blamed society for women's criminality and 50 percent blamed women. 

The hypothesis then was supported because the majority of the articles 

did not blame the feminist movement for female criminality. 

Testing for sub-hypothesis 3d, that female criminality will not 

be blamed on the feminist movement if the proportion of women in the 

labor force is low and demand is high, (area (c), Table 6), it was 

found that for the articles (n=3) written during the period from 1921 

to 1929, 33.3 percent of the articles blamed society for female 

criminality while 66.6 percent blamed women. For the period from 1948 

to 1956. 100 percent of the articles (n=2) blamed the feminist move

ment. The hypothesis was partially supported by the findings. 

Testing for sub-hypothesis 4d. that female criminality will not 

be blamed on the feminist movement if the proportion of women in the 

labor force is low and demand is low. (area (d) , Table 6), it was 

found that: for the period from 1921 to 1927. a period of low demand 

and supply, the feminist movement was not blamed for female crimi

nality. The articles written during this period (n=3) blamed society 

or women themselves for crime, thus portraying no relationship between 

the feminist movement and the female crime increase. However, for 
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the second period, from 1948 to 1954. the hypothesis was not supported. 

During this period, all the articles (n=2) explained female criminality 

by reference to feminism. Thus, it can be said that sub-hypothesis 4d 

was partially supported by the findings. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The main purpose of this study was to explore the amount and type 

of popular interest in female criminality during various historical 

periods. The four hypotheses tested in this study explore the relation

ship between the percentage of working women, their participation in 

the women's movement, and the amount of literature devoted to female 

criminality during these periods. It was hypothesized that when 

women's participation was not needed in the labor force, the amount 

of literature concerning female criminality would increase; and that 

during the same periods, female criminality would be blamed on the 

feminist movement. 

The relationship between women's participation in the labor force 

and the women's movement and the relationship between the women's 

movement and the increase in female criminality have also been 

explored. From the review of the literature, it was found that female 

criminality is based on the women's movement, according to the number 

of women in the labor force, and whether or not their participation 

is encouraged by the state. It was predicted that at times of high 

demand, the women's movement would not be blamed for the increase in 

female criminality, regardless of the rate of female arrests. It was 

also predicted that during periods of low demand, the women's move

ment would be blamed for the increase in the female criminality. 

regardless of the increase in female arrests. 

68 
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Considering the relationship between women's participation in the 

labor force and the women's movement, it was predicted, based on a 

review of the literature on the women's movement and women's participa

tion in the labor force, that the women's movement cycles with women's 

labor force participation. 

Content analysis was used as the most appropriate method to show 

the changes in media attitude concerning female criminals. An article 

every three years was collected for the content analysis. However, 

when there were no articles published for a period, the next article 

that was found was chosen. The content analysis of articles on female 

criminality reveals that at time of low demand, the state will en

courage wcnnen's exit from the labor force. The articles written 

during these times blamed women and the feminist movement for female 

criminality. At times of high demand, the articles did not blame 

the women's moveraent for increased female criminality; they shifted 

the blame to the family, society and circumstances. Also, it should 

be mentioned that, as predicted, during periods of high demand there 

were not many articles published about female criminals. For example, 

for the years from 1900 to 1913. there were only three articles 

published (this was a high demand period for female workers). 

The findings confirmed the relationship between women's participa

tion in the labor force and the women's movement. This was true of 

the findings from hypotheses la which said that if the proportion of 

women in the work force is high and the demand for work is low. 

women's movement activities will increase; 2a which said that if the 

proportion of women in the work force is high and demand is high. 
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women's movement activities will increase; 3a which said that if 

proportion of women in the work force is low and demand is high, we 

can expect that women's movement activities will not increase; and 4a, 

which said that if the proportion of women in the labor force is low 

and demand for labor is low, we can expect that women's movement 

activities will not increase. (Hypotheses la and 2a were totally 

supported, while hypotheses 3a and 4a were partially supported). The 

findings with respect to the relationship between the women's movement 

and the increase in female criminality showed that increased female 

criminality seems to be related to the number of women in the labor 

force and that the number of women in the labor force is almost always 

related to the economic and political conditions of the particular 

time. This was true of hypotheses lb, which said that, if the propor

tion of women in the work force is high and the demand for work is low, 

female crime will increase; 2b. which said that if the proportion of 

women in the work force is high and demand is high, we can expect that 

female crime will increase; 3b, which said that if the proportion of 

women in the work force is low and demand in high, we can expect that 

female crime will not increase; and finally, 4b, which said that if 

the proportion of women in the labor force is low and demand for labor 

is low. we can expect that female crime will increase. (Hypotheses lb. 

2b. and 4b totally supported this relationship, while hypothesis 3b 

could not be tested due to the lack of available data). 

Thus, all hypotheses were supported (some only partially), except 

3b and 3c. Hypothesis 3b could not be tested because the Uniform Crime 

Reports for the period from 1900 to 1914 do not list arrests by sex. 
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The reason that sub-hypothesis 3c, that if the proportion of 

women in the work force is low and demand is high, we can expect that 

public concern about female criminality will not increase even if 

crime increases, was not supported might be that, according to the 

review of the literature on the women's movement, these years were 

the height of women's suffrage. Therefore, more attention was given 

to women because the suffrage movement was not accepted and the opposi

tion was trying to stop it. Thus, it is seen again that ideology was 

used to serve the rights of the ruling class. 

The findings from the hypotheses show that the women's movement 

is not responsible for the increase or decrease of female crime. (The 

female crime rates seem to increase or decrease, as mentioned earlier, 

in relation to the number of women in the labor force). The state, 

however, appears to use the women's movement as an excuse to keep 

women in a domestic setting. By saying that the women's movement 

drives women to criminality, the state hopes that women will stay out 

of the labor force and away from the women's movement and that they 

will not participate in the fight for equality. Thus, industry will 

be able to use them as a reserve array of the uneraployed every time 

there is need for cheap labor. When the need is satisfied, industry 

and the state push women back to the home and out of the labor force, 

so that there will not be a high male unemployment rate. As it was 

seen from the review of the literature on the women's movement, at the 

beginning of the movement, women were asking for their right to vote 

and for better education. Their demands did not have anything to do 

with work conditions or the work place. It was after the industrial 
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revolution that many women started to work outside the home and .the 

feminist organizations tried to better conditions at the work place 

and stop economic exploitation. 

Findings for the period for which data are available did not show 

a positive correlation between the increased criminal activity of the 

women's movement and the increase in female arrest rates. Moreover, 

the available data show that whenever the women's movement activity* 

increased, the arrest rate did not increase with it. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that ideologies have an important 

effect on the attention given to female crime. The conclusion is based 

on the results of the hypotheses that were tested, which show that 

during periods of high demand for labor, less attention was given to 

female criminals. When women were needed in the labor force, the female 

criminality was not blamed on the feminist movement but on the family, 

society, etc.. thus, not discouraging female participation in the labor 

force. 

From the review of the literature, it can be seen that women have 

been serving as a reserve army of the unemployed. Every time that the 

demand for workers increases, women have asked to join the labor force 

with the blessing of the state, and every time that there is a decrease 

in demand, women are the first ones to be asked to leave the labor 

force and go back to their "proper" place. Looking through the years, 

one can see that women's numbers in the labor force have certainly 

increased, but the important point here is that the number of women 

the labor force always goes down after the period of crisis is 
m 

over 
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Further research 

One area that needs further research is the period during which 

the proportion of women in the labor force is low and the demand is 

high. This period extends from the years 1900 to 1914. For this 

period only, one of the sub-hypotheses (3a) was supported; the rest 

of the sub-hypotheses were not tested (3b); not supported (3c); or 

partially supported (3d). A different time division for this period 

might also give more accurate results. The women's movement had just 

started and, thus, much attention was given to women generally. 

Also, future research might investigate a related topic, the 

relationship between the activity of the women's movement and research 

on the psychological problems of women in the labor force. Evidence 

from this study suggests the possibility of a strong positive correla

tion between literature on psychological problems of women and the 

women's movement. 
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